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BANDING IN ONTARIO: 2010
Garth N. Baker
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Red-necked Grebe 0020] T 1 1 JRNGR
IHorned Grebe 00304 IHOGR
[Pied-billed Grebe 00sq] 3 PBGR
{Herring Gull 0510] JHEGU
JRing-billed Gull 0540] 3 lRBGU
IBonaparte's Gull IBOGU
Icaspian Tern 0640 ICATE
JCommon Tern 0700 lcoTE
JDouble-crested Cormorant 1200} pbcco
JHooded Merganser 1310 HOME
[Mallard 1320 4 2 5 BVALL
IMallard X Black Duck Hybrid 1326 lMBDH
JAmerican Black Duck 1330} JABDU
[IGadwall 1350 1 2 IGADW
JAmerican Wigeon 1370 6 mwi
JAmerican Green-winged Teal 13904 34 laawr
|Blue-winged Teal 1400 137 211 BWTE
INorthern Pintail 1430] 3 INOPI
liVood Duck 1440} 153, 16 12 jwobu
IRedhead 1460] IREDH
Canvasback 1470f 1 JCANV
Greater Scaup 1480 IGRSC
[Lesser Scaup 1490) 1 BESC
IRing-necked Duck 1500 13 IRNDU
[Bufflehead 15304 BUFF
lLong-tailed Duck 15404 jLTDU
JRuddy Duck 1670 JRUDU
lLesser Snow Goose white 1690 LsGo
|Blue Goose 1691)f BLGO
[Canada Goose 1720] 4 46 ICAGO
lIcacklin Canada Goose 17224 ICACG
JMute Swan 1782 1 IMusw
JiTundra Swan 1800 frusw
JAmerican Bittern 1900} 1 famBl
JLeast Bittern 1910} LEBI
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reat Blue-Heron 1940] 81 1 IGBHE
IiGreen Heron 2010} |GRHE
IBlack-crowned Night-Heron 20240) 1 IBCNH
Virginia Rail 2129 IVIRA
ora 2140 7 ISORA
JIcommon Moorhen 2190 3 ICOMO
JAmerican Coot 2219 HAMCO
JAmerican Woodcock 2280} 3 AMWO
Jcommon Snipe 23008 COSN
iBhort-billed Dowitcher 23104 SBDO
[Pectoral Sandpiper 2390 IPESA
IWhite-rumped Sandpiper 2400| IWRSA
|Baird's Sandpiper 2410 IBASA
lPurple Sandpiper 23501 PUSA
listilt Sandpiper 23301 | IR
[Least Sandpiper 2420] BLESA
JPunlin 2430} IDUNL
lBemipalmated Sandpiper 24601 ISESA
IWestern Sandpiper 2470 WESA
[isanderling 24804 SAND
liGreater Yellowlegs 2540) GRYE
[Lesser Yellowlegs 25508 ILEYE
lISolitary Sandpiper 25608 sosA
ISpotted Sandpiper 2630 1 IsPSA
IBlack-bellied Plover 2700] iBBPL
American Golden-Plover 27204 JAGPL
IKilldeer 2730} 1 5 9 KILL
[Semipaimated Plover 2740 ISEPL
IPiping Plover 2770) PIPL
IRuddy Turnstone 2830] IRUTU
IMourning Dove 3160} 2 65 20 33 1jMODO
White-winged Dove 3190 jwwpo
INorthern Harrier 3310 6 19 INOHA
liSharp-shinned Hawk 3320 2 6 247 ISSHA
[Cooper's Hawk 3330} 2 16 [ICOHA
[Northem Goshawk 3340 2 Ihoco
IRed-tailed Hawk 33701 2 5 RTHA
JRed-shouldered Hawk 3390 IRSHA
iswainsons Hawk 34208 ESWHA
IBroad-winged Hawk 3430 [BWHA
JRough-legged Hawk 3470} 1 JRLHA
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T 82) AGBHE || 1940
1 1 1IGRHE 2010]
1 1BCNH 2020}
0 gvirA 2120
2 2 1 JSORA 2140
3 1COMO 2190}
2 2 1JAMCO 2210
4 36 1 1 1 46 gAMWO 22804
8 2 10 JCOSN 2300
0 giSBDO 2310
0 GPESA 2390
0 OMRSA 2400
2 2 1IBASA 2410
1 1 1PUSA 2350
1 1 ISTSA 2330}
2 2 1LESA 2420
0 ODUNL 24301
0 OISESA 2460]
0 OMESA 2470}
8 8 1ISAND 2480}
0 OGRYE 25401
0 OLEYE 2550
1 1 1ISOSA 2560}
2 3 ASPSA 2630
1 1 1|BBPL 2700}
0 OQAGPL 2720
3 6 3 27 GKILL 2730
7 7 1JISEPL 2740
0 arPIPL 2770
0 gRUTU 2830
55 2 2 44 35 1 13 273 12MODO 3160
0 OWWDO 3190}
142 2 9 178 HNOHA 3310|
4 872 2 208 92 82 18] 204 3 1742 14SSHA 3320
1 88 17 2 2 17 145 §COHA 3330)
8 1 1 2 14 HNOGO 33
206 82 1 63 1 340 7IRTHA 3370
5 2 7 ARSHA 3390}
0 gSWHA 3420}
1 3 4 ABWHA 3430
17 18 IRLHA 3470}
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Eolden Eagle 3490] JGOEA
iBald Eagle 3520] IBAEA
Reregr%ne Falcon 35601 PEFA
erlin 3570] 1 21 IMERL
HAmerican Kestrel 3600] 1 1 8 IAMKE
Dsprey 36404 15 foSPR
[Barn Owl 36501 [BrnOW
lLong-eared Owl 3660] 1 .LEOW
[Short-eared Owl 3670) fsEOW
IBarred Owl 36804 1 [BDOW
[Great Gray Owl 37004 lccow
|Boreal owl 37100 Boow
INorthern Saw-whet Owl 37201 50 134 50 87 INSwO
JEastern Screech-Owl 3730) 1 5 [EASO
[Great Horned Owl 3750] GHOW
JSnowy Owl 3760 SNOW
[Northern Hawk Owl 3770 2 INHOW
Iveliow-billed Cuckoo 3870 YBCU
Black-billed Cuckoo 38804 BBCU
IBelted Kingfisher 3900 IBEKI
[Hairy Woodpecker 3930 16 1 9 7 4HAWO
JIDowny Woodpecker 3040 1 7 3 29 2 1powo
|Black-backed Woodpecker 40008 BBWO
IThree-toed Woodpecker 4010 TTWo
lireliow-bellied Sapsucker 4020] 8 1 5 1 §rBSA
[Hybrid Sapsucker 4023 HYSA
[Pileated Woodpecker 4050] 1 Pwo
JRed-headed Woodpecker 4060 IRHWO
|Red-bellied Woodpecker 4090 1 4 2 1 IRBWO
ellow Shafted-Flicker 4120] 1 4 3 IYSFL
ellow X Red Shafted Flicker 4123 fFLIN
hip-poor-wil 4170 WPWI
iCommon Nighthawk 4200] CONI
IChimney Swift 42304 CHSW
JRuby-Throated Hummingbird 4280] 50 IRTHU
IRufous Hummingbird 43304 JRUHU
[Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 4430} ISTFL
[Eastern Kingbird 4440 2 1 [EAKI
WWestern Kingbird 4470 WEKI
JBulphur-beliied Flycatcher 4510) SBFL
IGreat Crested Flycatcher 4520 3 7 2 GCFL
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T 0] OGOEA | 3490
0 QBAEA 3520
5 5 1PEFA 3560
54 1 6 1 3 4 a §MERL 3570}
366 7 1 2 6 392 SAMKE 3600}
3 18 A0OSPR 36401
0 GBNOW 36501
7 4 12 JLEOW 3660
0 OISEOW 3670
12 2 15 3BDOW 3680}
0 gGGOwW 3700)
1 1 1jBoow 3710}
5 670 277 50, 717  1022] 212 625 3899 1ANSWO 3720}
3 4 5 3 1 22 7AEASO 3730}
1 1 JIGHOW 3750
1 1 1JISNOW 37604
1 3 ANHOW 3770
4 6 1 11 3vBCU 3870
7 1 2 14 4 4 32 gBBCU 3880
0 OBEKI 3900
10 9 9 4 1 22 4 96 12HAWO 3930
41 9 2 8 38 8 51 5t 253 14DOWO0 3049
22 22 1BBWO 4000}
3 6 YTTWO 4010
7 2 1 4 60 44 17 | 156 12VBSA 4020
1 1 1HYSA 4023
20 21 AFwo 4050
16 16 1IRHWO 4080}
5 38 1 52 AIRBWO 4090}
10 3 5 74 18 6 95 | 227, 11JfYSFL 4120
3 2 i 5 AFLIN 4123}
3 1]l 4 AWPWI 4170
31 3 1lCONI 4200}
1 1 5 7 JCHSW 4230
27 13 90 3RTHU 4280
0 ORUHU 4330
0 gISTFL 4430
2 2 21 6 1 | 41 gEAKI 44401
0 gWEKI 4470
1 1 1)iSBFL 45104
11 7 31 13 1 | 81 qIGCFL 4520
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Eastem Phoebe 4560] 1 15 11 1 [EAPH
IDlive-sided Flycatcher 4590] IOSFL
IEastern Wood-Pewee 4610 1 2 EAawp
|Western Wood Pewee 46204 WEWP
[ivellow-bellied Flycatcher 4630] 2 6 1 livBFL
JAcadian Flycatcher 4650] IACFL
[Willow Flycatcher 46608 1 IWIFL
lalder Flycatcher 4661 1 JALFL
[ITraill's Flycatcher 4669 2 22 ITRFL
lLeast Flycatcher 4670 6 17 1 BLEFL
|Horned Lark 47401 20 63 199 jHOLA
Blue Jay 4770 2 8 49 36 20 13BLJA
[Gray Jay 4840} GRJA
JCommon Raven 4860] 5 CORA
[American Crow 48301 JAMCR
|[European Starling 4930] 14 22 FuST
|Bobolink 49401 1000 BoBo
[Brown-headed Cowbird 4950] 66| 239 27 IBHCO
livellow-headed Blackbird 4970 vHBL
|Red-winged Blackbird 4980} 5 150 40 102 9RWBL
JEastern Meadowlark 5010] IEAME
Western Meadowlark 5011)f JWEME
JOrchard Oriole 5060 2 1 JIOROR
[Baltimore Oriole 5070§ 200 37 23 IBAOR
JRusty Blackbird 50004 1 IRUBL
[Brewer's Blackbird 51004 [BRBL
JCommon Grackle 51104 3 20 16 115 20[COGR
[Evening Grosbeak 5140 EVGR
Pine Grosbeak 5150] 68 PIGR
IPurple Finch 5170] 3 34 2 5 221 4PUFI
JHouse Finch 5190 37, 63 93 2HOFI
\White-winged Crossbil 5220 IWWCR
lEuropean Goldfinch 5261 JEUGO
JHoary Redpoll 5270 1 JHORE
{Common Redpoll 5280] 19 9 2 JICORE
famerican Goldfinch 5200 462 197] 4231 350 498 23AMGO
[Pine Siskin 53304 3 19] 48 264 APisi
JiSnow Bunting 5340] 8101, 569 1695 lIsNBU
[Lapland Longspur 5360] 36 10 9 LALO
[Chestnut-collared Longspur 5380 fccLo
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7 T 2 81 32 1T 22 153 T0EAPH || 4560
2 1 3 A0SFL 45908
54 2 123 19 g 207 7EAWP 4610
0 OWEWP 4620
38 2 9 232 53 30 11 384 10)YBFL 4630
1 3 4 AACFL 4650
1 2 AWIFL 4660|
22 23 AALFL 4661
135 1 4 9 369 34 80 sdf 712 10JTRFL 4669
61 25 3 397 40 14 18 582 10LEFL 4670}
60 4 5 39 I 390 7HOLA 47400
80 5 14 200 985 477, 4 197 13 1923 159BLJA 4770
3 1 120 124 JGRIA 4840
5 1ICORA 4860
2 2 1IAMCR 4880}t
58 1 5 19 12l 21 27 179 gEUST 4930
6 1 69 419 1495 5BOBO 4940
N 2 2 257 78 4 7 13 785 11jBHCO 4950}
Il 0 OiYHBL 4970)f
146 126 4 38 813 19 18 74 1544 13RWBL 4980}
1 1 2 FEAME 5010}
0 gWEME 5011}l
11 23 3 40 5OROR 5060}
59 2 9 260 40 2 31 483 10BAOR 5070
107, 1 2 3 21 8 143 ARUBL 5090
0 OBRBL 5100}
66 45 4 29 358 55 8 52 gl 808 14COGR 5110
4 33 4 41 3EVGR 5140]
4 9 81 3PIGR 5150
86 24 3 42 150] 8 A 584 13PUFI 5170]
121 5 8 329 7HOF! 51900
0 GWWCR 5220
0 OEUGO 5261)f
1 1JHORE 5270
3 17, 1 51 6ICORE 5280
1025 143 34 13] 1434 336 43 23 171 5021 15AMGO 5290}t
9 6 6 62 89 30 538 11jPIsl 5330
995 87, 48 62 11557 7ISNBU 5340
46 19 120 §LALO 5360
0 giccLo 5380
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Mesper Sparrow 5400] 4 NVESP |
lsavannah Sparrow 54204 131 17| 2 SAVS
lGrasshopper Sparrow 5460 1 IGRsP
[Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow 5401 1 INSTS
IEharptailed Sparrow 5409 fsTsP
lLark Sparrow 5520 L ASP
iHarris' Sparrow 55304 IHASP
|White-crowned Sparrow 5540 1 48 61 10 wcsp
[Eastern White-Crowned Sparrow 5541 3 [EwWCs
liGambell's White-crowned Sparrow 5550 GWCS
IWhite-throated Sparrow 5580 6 26| 222 32 TSP
JAmerican Tree Sparrow 5590 169 100 43 BATSP
IChipping Sparrow 5600} 81 13 27 THCHSP
[Clay-caloured Sparrow 5610} 3 1 CCSP
[Field Sparrow 5630 1 28 4 IFisP
[Slate-colored Junco 5670} 21 40 405 121 136 1615CJU
JOregon Junco 5671 JorRJU
JUnidentified Dark-eyed Junco 5677 JUDEJ
lIsong Sparrow 5810 4 345, 199 16 2AS0SP
lLincoln's Sparrow 58301 5 20 LisP
Jiswamp Sparrow 5840 1 45, 25 1 JswspP
JFox Sparrow 5850] 3 33 1 Fosp
JEastern Towhee 5870§ 3 EATO
IiSpotted Towhee 58804 SPTO
liGreen-tailed Towhee 5900 GTTO
INorthern Cardinal 59304 10| 55 16 INOCA
JRose-breasted Grosbeak 5050 15 11 9 3 1JRBGR
{Blue Grosbeak 5970 IBLGR
lindigo Bunting 5980 1 12 16 1 INBU
lLazuli Bunting 59304 AZB
[Painted Bunting eo10f IPABU
Dickcissel 6040} pIcK
lLark Bunting 6050] LARB
\Western Tanager 6070 WETA
lBcarlet Tanager 6080] 2 2 ISCTA
llSummer Tanager 6100 ISUTA
[Purple Martin 6110] 645 546 69 PUMA
[cie Swallow 6120 16 4 lcisw
iCave Swallow 6121 lcAsw
lBarn Swallow 6130 10 13 12 68BARS
fiTree Swallow 6140] 1549 79 43 1] 259TRES
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1 3 1 9 4VESP || 5400
3 15 3 45 402 1 619 9SAVS 5420
2 1 4 3GRSP 5460
1 1NSTS 5491)f
0 OISTSP 5499
0 OLASP 5520
6 6 HASP 553
105 271 18 6 102 1 35 658 11WCSP 55401
551 123 8 685 4FWCS 5541)|
10 1 1 31 43 4GWCS 5550
1111 171 52 28] 2079 393 220 113] 264 4519 13WTSP 55801
150 351 8 2 404 2 62 200 1312 14ATSP 5590)
188 4 10 255 60 11 270 920 11fCHSP 5600]
4 2 19 29 5CCSP 5610}
44 5 152) 14 1 8l 255 gFISP 5630]
524 103 21 26/ 642 360 133 111 2659 14SCJU 5670f
0 gqoORJU 5671
1 1 1WIDEJ 5677
436 22 5 320 470 58 9 R 70 1761 1§50SP 5810}
35 10 2 237 16 64 24 413 glisp 5830
181 51 5 7 217 24 51 281 636 1swsP 5840
64 10 9 62 13 6 20| 201 10FOSP 5850
4 54 8 1 E | 73 HEATO 5870)]
1 i 1 JSPTO 5880
1 It 1 HGTTO 5900
77 8 3 118 5 6 1 8 307 11jNOCA 5930
109 5 2 6 162 61 20 g 413 14RBGR 5050}
0 OBLGR 5970
29 3 73 4 8 8 1 156 11jINBU 5980}
0 L AZB 5090)f
0 OPABU 6010}
0 gbICK 6040
0 O ARB 6050
1 1 WETA 6070
21 1 17 24 A 69 HSCTA 6080}
3 3 1ISUTA 6100}
4 384 276 1 153 2078 SPUMA 6110
11 3 3 37 HCLSW 6120
5 5 HJICASW 6121
17 110 25 253 7IBARS 6130
19 1 5| 903 7 5 3 2874 1JTRES 6140
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ank Swallow 6160] T 4 IBANS
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 6170] 19 INRWS
JBohemian Waxwing 6180] IBOwA
ICedar Waxwing 6190 18] 25 2 ICEDW
INorthern Shrike 62104 1 [NSHR
oggerhead Shrike 6220] L osH
ed-eyed Vireo 6240] 8 5 76 7 IREVI
[Philadelphia Vireo 62601 1 8 1 PHVI
|Warbling Vireo 6270 P IEL 1 WAV
Iellow-throated Vireo 62804 |
IBlue-headed Vireo 62904 5 1 IBHVI
[Solitary Vireo 6299 SOVI
[White-eyed Vireo 6310 WEVI
IBells Vireo 6330] IBEVI
IBlack and white Warbler 6360 3 1 2 1 BAWW
JProthonotary Warbler 6370] PROW
JBwainson's Warbler 6380} JlswwA
\Worm-eating Warbler 6390] IWEWA
|Blue-winged Warbler 6410) 9 IBwwaA
|Brewster's Warbler 6412 1 IBRWA
L awrence's Warbler 6413 1 fLawa
[iGolden-winged Warbler 6420] lewwA
JVirginia Warbler 6440} VWA
INashville Warbler 6450] 2 26 89 1 INAWA
[Orange-crowned Warbler 6460} 9 jocwA
ITennessee Warbler 6470 6 61 ITEWA
INorthern Parula 6480) 1 [NOPA
liCape May Warbler 6500] 1 lcMwA
livellow Warbler 6520] 2 45 10 IMWAR
IBlack-throated Blue Warbler 65401 6| 1 BTBW
IMyrtle Warbler 6550] 1] 175 3 IMYWA
JMagnolia Warbler 6570] 3 9 31 IMAWA
ICerulean Warbler 6580 1 ICERW
[Chestnut-sided Warbler 6590] 1 4 2 1 Icswa
|Bay-breasted Warbler 66004 1 JBBWA
IBlackpoll Warbler 6610} 1 22 1 BLPW
[Blackburnian Warbler 6620 1 1 BLBW
{ivellow-throated Warbler 6630] FTWA
[Black-throated Green Warbler 6670 1 6 BTNW
[iTownsends Solitaire 6680 Jroso
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T 32 4BANS || 6160|
2 | 30 4NRWS 6170}
1 i 1 1BOWA 6180
647, 11 92 249 31 77 8 1157 10ICEDW 6190}
2 2 2 2 1 1 11 NSHR 6210
0 gLOSH 6220
171 31 48 12 359 209 3 25 30 984 13REVI 6240/
37 7 7 88 15 3 1 178 10PHVI 62601
80 5 2 131 10 3y 300 GWAVI 6270
4 5 9 AvTvi 6280
19 2 3 1 79 175 10 7 302 10BHVI 6200}
0 asov 6209
2 10 3 15 3WEVI 6310}
0 QBEVI 6330
48 8 20 23 136 84 2 73 18 419 13BAWW 6360)f
2 2 IPROW 6370
0 QSWWA 6380
1 3 4 AWEWA 6390}
39 1 30 5 84 HBWWA 6410
2 4 3 10 4BRWA 6412
1 2 ALAWA 6413
1 5 2 1 1 10 HGWWA 6420
0 gvIwA 6440
136 77 51 15 333 212 3 165 ofl 1208 1INAWA 6450]
13 13 1 29 7 5 E | 82 HOCWA 64601
56 9 10 104 24 44 1| 325 9TEWA 6470
2 3 1 24 26 4 g 67 SNOPA 6480||
2 1 2 1 176 13 8 1A 236 JCMWA 6500
327 18 16 40 568 224 18 68 1356 11fYWAR 6520}
77 63 1 217 216 15 4 642 9BTBW 6540
332 87| 42 143 929 435 2 149 413 27 1AMYWA 6550
298 18 101 15| 1086 506 1 85 12| 2274 12MAWA 6570
1 ICERW 6580
57, 14 23 10 195 99 30 28 483 14CSWA 6590
39 7 48 39 7 K | 144 7BBWA 66001
249 1 87| 5 1269 122 15 28] 1800 11IBLPW 6610
18 3 46 43 14 A 133 §BLBW 6620
I 0 Qi TWA 6630
29 6 3 96 84 63 16 304 IBTNW 6670
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Comparison of Number of Species Banded in 2010

By Individuals and Stations
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By Individuals and Stations
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Top 30 Bird Species Banded in Ontario During 2009
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Number of Warblers by Species Banded in Ontario in 2010
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Sparrow Species
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2010 Ontario Banding Highlights

2 Townsends Solitaire banded at Thunder Cape.
9 more Species banded (286) than 2009 (277), but 6538 fewer Individual Birds.

Record Snow Buntings banded in Ontario: 11,557 , compared to 2009's (8094). Thanks in part to the
new SNBU banding Initiative.

5208 Black-capped Chickadees banded, up by (3941) from 2009's low of , 1267.

1 Blue Goose banded at Thunder Cape.

Long Point led the Stations with 158 Species, and David Okines led the Individuals with 126 Species.

A Great Gray Owl banded at Simcoe County in January 2005 by Nigel Shaw, was recaptured at
Whitefish Point, Michighan in April 2010. This is the 3" Oldest GGOW on the Longevity Record.

Caspian Terns were banded at both Long Point and Simcoe County .

Thunder Cape banded a Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher. This may be a First ever record for Ontario!
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Long Point Bird Observatory
2010 Report

Stuart A. Mackenzie and Mike V. A Burrell

ProJect PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS

LPBO’s programs are supported by Long Point Bird Observatory’s Endowment Fund,
BSC’s Doug Tarry Natural History Fund, the Baillie Birdathon, a variety of organizations and
agencies, and many individuals. We are particularly grateful to the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources — Wildlife Assessment Program and to Environment Canada for their support of
the migration monitoring program at Long Point as a contribution to the Canadian Migration
Monitoring Network. LPBO is grateful for the support of The Ontario Trillium Foundation. We
wish to acknowledge the support and collaborative work carried out with Acadia University
(Dr. Phil Taylor); University of Western Ontario (Dr. Chris Guglielmo); University of Guelph (Dr.
Ryan Norris); and Cornell University (Dr. David Winkler). LPBO is also grateful for the
permission it receives to operate its programs on properties owned by: County of Norfolk,
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Environment Canada, Long Point Company, Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources, Ontario Ministry of the Environment, and Mr. & Mrs. R.C. Stanley.
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MIGRATION MONITORING PROGRAM

LPBO began collecting standardized data on bird migration at Long Point, Ontario in
1960. In 1986, LPBO coined the term “migration monitoring” to describe the use of
standardized daily counts of migrating birds as a method of monitoring populations of many
migratory species. Migration monitoring is a particularly valuable method in Canada, since it
enables us to monitor those species that breed in northern Canada, or other inaccessible
areas, which can be difficult to assess with more conventional monitoring methods such as
the North American Breeding Bird Survey (BBS).

Each spring and fall, staff and volunteers perform daily censuses, banding, and
observations at each of 3 field stations on Long Point - Tip, Breakwater, and Old Cut (Figure
1). Only the Old Cut field station is accessible by road and is open to the public. These
migration count data are used to derive daily "estimated totals” (ETs) for up to 380 species of
birds recorded at Long Point. In 2010, LPBO banded 30,399 birds of 158 species, bringing
the grand total to 833,072 birds banded of 282 species. This incomparable data set, spanning
51 years, includes more birds banded, and has endured longer than any other non-
government organization in the Western Hemisphere. Population trends are derived for many
of these species and are available online at
hito:/lwww.birdscanada.org/birdmon/default/popindices.jsp More information about LPBO
(including LPBO E-news) can be found on-line at www.birdscanada.org/longpoint

Spering MicraTion MoniTorING PROGRAM

The Long Point Bird Observatory’s (LPBO) 51* spring season of migration monitoring
season started at Old Cut on April 15. The Tip and Breakwater were opened on April 11™ and
20t respectively. A huge blast of warm weather (temperatures in the high 20’s) started the
season with a bang, but a return to more seasonal weather by the second week of April
slowed migration slowed the pace of migration until May. Some highlights included Long
Point’'s second Pacific Loon and third Fish Crow, both found on field trips during LPBO’s 50"
anniversary celebrations and Long Point's first photographed Eurasian Collared-dove.

43 volunteers logged over 3000 hours collecting migration data on over 250 species,
and banding 11,607 birds of 130 species and forms. This is down from a record 17,123 birds
of 133 species in 2009, but slightly above the 10-year average of 11,114 birds and 121
species. LPBO had 71 days of coverage, yielding 6846 net hours with a catch rate of 170
birds/100 net hours. Twelve ground traps, four J-Traps and 2 Heligoland traps contributed
28.2% of the catch, with the balance captured in mist nets. Twenty-one volunteer ‘Friends’ of
LPBO helped to service over 2,000 visitors and students of all ages who enjoyed banding
demonstrations among other marvels of the spring migration through the Old Cut field station.
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Table 1. Top 10 banded species and their age ratios at LPBO in spring 2010.

Species Number % Second % After % After
Banded Year Second Year Hatch Year

White-throated Sparrow 1277 65.2 13.6 213
Blue Jay a77 84.4 9.4 6.1
Red-winged Blackbird 775 38.1 59.6 23
Magnolia Warbler 541 69.7 26.4 3.9
American Goldfinch 489 68.7 311 0.2
Yellow Warbler 466 65.9 31.1 3
Gray Catbird 405 61.0 30.9 8.1
“Eastern” White-
crowned Sparrow 372 60.5 247 14.8
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 359 57.7 33.7 8.6
Common Grackle 357 16.2 1.1 82.6

FaLL Micration MoniTorING PROGRAM

The fall season officially started on August 12" at Old Cut. The Tip and Breakwater
were opened on the 16" and 28", respectively. The fall season had many highlights,
including three new species banded: Caspian Tern, Green-tailed Towhee, and Spotted
Towhee, all at the Tip. The Green-tailed Towhee and a Western Wood-Pewee observed at
the Tip in late August both represent new species for the Long Point area.

Black-capped Chickadees staged an unprecedented irruption through Long Point this
fall, with almost 2000 being banded, more than double the previous high of 800. Cave
Swallows also staged an impressive movement into the Long Point area, with an estimated
total of 300-500 present in the region in late October and early November. While not a
record, five Cave Swallows were banded at the Tip. Virtually all species of passerines were
banded in near record numbers this fall at LPBO and several species set new highs.

Raptor banding this fall was productive, with 1 American Kestrel, 6 Merlins, 1 Northern
Goshawks, 88 Sharp-shinned, 2 Cooper’s, and 1 Red-tailed hawk banded. Northern Saw-
whet Owl migration monitoring began at Old Cut and the Tip on October 1% and 6"
respectively and ended on the 13" and 12" of November. There were 28 nights of coverage
at Old Cut and 14 at the Tip. A total of 717 Northern Saw-whet Owls were banded, the third
highest for LPBO.

46 volunteers, representing 6 countries, logged over 5077 field hours collecting
migration data on nearly 255 species and banding 17,595 birds of 133 species and
forms. This is a new record high for the fall period and well above the 10-year average
of 12,134 birds of 119 species. LPBO had 104 days of coverage, yielding 10,784 net
hours, with a catch rate of 163 birds/100 net hours. Eight ground traps, four J-Traps
and 2 Heligoland traps contributed 10.1% of the catch (18.1 % lower than the spring).
Twenty-three volunteer ‘Friends’ of LPBO helped to serve over 1170 visitors and
students of all ages who enjoyed banding demonstrations among other marvels of the
fall migration through the Old Cut field station.
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Table 2. Top 10 banded species and their age ratios at LPBO in fall 2010.

Species Number % Hatch % After % Other
Banded Year Hatch Year

Black-capped
Chickadee 1860 99.0 0.5 0.5
Golden-crowned
Kinglet 1379 91.2 7.5 1.2
Blackpoll Warbler 1165 87.3 12.4 0.3
American Goldfinch 943 60.8 26.2 13.0
White-throated
Sparrow 850 92.4 7.6 0.0
Ruby-crowned
Kinglet 799 90.4 89 0.8
“Myrtle” Warbler 786 97 1 29 0.0
Northern Saw-whet
Owl 714 71.8 29 252
Swainson’s Thrush 664 87.5 1.9 0.6
Hermit Thrush 598 95.5 4.3 0.2

THe Frienps oF Long Point BiIrRD OBSERVATORY

The ‘Friends’ continued in 2010 as a group of 26, mostly local, volunteers who greet
and inform visitors to the Old Cut field station while manning the very successful LPBO
‘Shoppe’. In this, its sixth year, the Shoppe was moved to the Old Cut Visitor Centre and
continued to bring in valuable revenue to support the core programs. The ‘Friends’ take a
great deal of pressure off of the Bander-In-Charge and the volunteers at Old Cut. At the
same time, their presence has increased the quality of our visitor and education services at
Old Cut.

The Friends:
Hugh McArthur - Volunteer Coordinator
Gail Adams, Sue Ashton, Geoff Atkins, Sue Atkins, Charlotte Boerkamp, Pat Finney, Joe
Gabriel, Ted Gent, Paula Gent, Helen Hamilton, Don Henderson, Yvonne Henderson, Barb
Hourigan, Otto Larsen, Gail Larsen, Ruth Ann Logan, Ted Maddeford, Sandra Maxwell, Diane

Salter, Darlene Sauder, Andrew Sawyer, Jack Shorney, Wendy Smith, Evelyn Stone, Julia
Wever, Margaret Wheeler.
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Tree SwaLLow Prodect

The objectives of this project are (1) to provide a long-term record of breeding
performance of Tree Swallows in relation to their food supply and local climate; (2) to provide
other opportunities for research on breeding swallows; and (3) to provide training in field
ornithology for students and other volunteers.

The project marked its 40th year in 2010, during which 1045 (780 nestling and 265
adult) swallows were banded. As a part of Dayna LeClair’s research with Dr. Ryan Norris
(University of Guelph), 37 Tree Swallows were outfitted with light-logging geo-locators at the
Sewage Lagoons (15 birds), Mud Creek (10) and Long Point Tip (12). The intention is to
identify the major wintering site(s) of the Long Point breeding population. The main purpose of
this would be to link annual variation in climate during the non-breeding period with population
dynamics at Long Point. This research will play into a central theme of the Norris Lab; looking
at the role of migration networks and seasonal interactions in predicting changes in population
size.

In addition, researchers from Cornell University (under the supervision of Dr. David
Winkler) collected data for the Golondrina’s project, which is collecting standard breeding
biology and primary food source (aerial insects) throughout the latitudinal distribution of the
genus Tachycineta, from Alaska to Argentina.

Project Coordinators:

Dr. Ryan Norris (University of Guelph, Department of Integrative Biology)
Dr. David Winkler (Cornell University)

Dr. David Hussell (Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources)

Dayna LeClair — MSc. Candidate, University of Guelph

Douc TAarRrY NaTuraL HistorY FunD

LPBO’s Young Ornithologist Workshop got its start in 1975, when the first Bird Study
Workshops were offered to three groups of teenagers. In 1994, the project received major
support thanks to the generosity and foresight of the late Doug Tarry, when the Doug Tarry
Natural History Fund was established to support educational activities for young people at
LPBO. Since 1991, the program has trained 114 young people, many of which are now some
of the best and brightest naturalists and scientists in the country.

The fund supports the Young Ornithologists’ Workshop and Student Internship for
teenagers from across Canada. These programs are aimed at providing pre-university level
students with an opportunity to experience nature and ornithology hands-on, in a research
oriented setting. Bird banding and migration monitoring are the main focus, but participants
are exposed to a wide range of natural history and scientific experiences. The workshop
annually supports six teens from across Canada who travel to Long Point, and become
immersed in bird and natural history studies for 10 days. The internship invites past workshop
participants back to become immersed in the Migration Monitoring Program, while designing
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and conducting their own research project.

Youne OrnitHoLocisT WorksHor (YOW)

The 2010 YOW was delivered to another 6 participants (Table 3.) from 30 July to 8

August.

Table 3. 2010 YOW participants.

Name Home Town Name Home Town
Emma Whitefish, ON Reuven Martin Mississauga, ON
Cushnie
Katie Calgary, AB Shyloh van Delft Tagish, YK
Donohue
Mark Uxbridge, ON Muhammad Zwink Toronto, ON
Dorriesfield

Youne OrniTHoLoGIST INTERNSHIP (YOI)

The YOI consisted of three of 2009’s YOW participants (Table 4). In addition to their
independent research projects, the YOI's participated in every aspect of the migration
monitoring program for the month of August.

Table 4. 2010 Internship participants.

Name Home Town
Erika Hentsch Cambridge, ON
Avery Nagy-MacArthur Dartmouth, NS
Ryan Rea Huntsville, ON

Project Partners:
Doug Tarry Natural History Fund
Ontario Bird Banding Association (OBBA)
University of Western Ontario
Project Leaders:

Mike Burrell- Assistant Landbird Programs Coordinator
Ross Wood — Assistant Landbird Programs Coordinator
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Project Assistants:

Jody Allair — Project Biologist & Outreach Coordinator
Liza Barney- Science Educator

Volunteer Contributions:

Mary Gartshore, Chris Guglielmo, David Okines, Stu Mackenzie, and Bird Studies Canada
staff.

Latin AMERICAN TRAINING PROGRAM

LPBO has been operating a series of Latin American training initiatives since 1987.
The training program had its roots in a multi-year collaborative research project that was
conducted in Cuba from 1987-1995. In 1995, LPBO/BSC began bringing trainees north to
Long Point for a formal month-long (or longer) training stint immersed in the migration
monitoring program. Participants receive the most up-to-date and ethical training on all facets
of avian research including: bird banding, migration monitoring, data management, forest bird
monitoring techniques, and habitat and vegetation surveys. To date over 80 individuals from
15 countries throughout Central and South America have participated in the Latin American
Training Program.

In 2010, we were pleased to welcome three trainees: Efrain Gomez of Belize, Nelson
Gamez of Nicaragua, and Hugo Valencia of Mexico. Stu Mackenzie also participated in a
Western Hemisphere Bird Banding Network meeting in Campos du Jordao, Brazil on 22
August, and a follow-up workshop organized by the Brazilian Bird Banding Centre
CEMAVE/ICMBIo, the Western Hemisphere Bird Banding Network, and the North American
Banding Council, at the ltatiaia National Park, between 29 August and 2 September. There
were about 15 participants in this workshop, representing many Central and South American
countries.

Table 5. 2010 Latin American Training Program Participants.

Name Home Town and Country
Nelson Gamez Esteli, Nicaragua
Efrain Gomez Belmopan, Belize
Hugo Valencia Michoacan, Mexico
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- 2010

ONTARIO AIRBOAT DUCK BANDING PROGRAI

The 2010 season was the fi fteenth year of operation for the Airboat Duck Banding Program in
Ontario.

The program commenced on August 21st in Peterborough District and concluded on September 23rd
in Midland District. A total of 30 nights were spent banding at 27 different water bodies throughout the
northern, central and southern waterfowl! districts of the province (Figure 2). During the 2010

operations,

2884 ducks were banded prior to the waterfowl hunting season, making 2010 the best season in the
program’s history. The program’s fi fteen year average is 2053 ducks banded per year. Duck numbers
throughout most of the province were above average and the airboat had no major mechanical

problems,
which together provided for excellent results.

Total Banded Ducks by Year
with RNDU & ABDU Totals
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2010 Banding Sites
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Species Code Total Banded Percentage

MALLARD MALL 815 28.26%
WOOD DUCK WODU 522 18.10%
GREEN-WINGED TEAL AGWT 459 15.92%
BLUE-WINGED TEAL BWTE 370 12.83%
RING-NECKED DUCK RNDU 307 10.64%
HOODED MERGANSER HOME 177 6.14%
BLACK DUCK ABDU 147 5.10%
AMERICAN WIGEON AMWI 63 2.18%
MALLARD/BLACK HYBRID MBDH 12 0.42%
COMMON GOLDENEYE COGO 5 0.17%
NORTHERN PINTAIL NOPI 4 0.14%
NORTHERN SHOVELER NSHO 3 0.10%

TOTAL 2884 100.00%

This year, all major species of ducks captured were above the 15 year average. Green-winged teal

numbers were at an all-time high of 459 which is 136% higher than the average. AMWI, RNDU and WODU
numbers were also much higher than average with 78%, 64% and 57% increases respectively. Also
encouragingly, ABDU numbers were slightly higher than average this year.

The most productive banding sites of the 2010 season were Hilliardton Marsh (346 ducks in two nights —
Kirkland Lake District), Maxwell Lake (277 ducks in one night — Hearst District), and Hay Creek (218 ducks in
one night - Hearst District). Ten other sites also produced over 100 ducks; Kilmanock - 200, Ghost River -191,
Fish Bay -153, Grassy Bay - 141, Bellows Bay - 140, Mud Lake - 137, Cache Bay - 134, Carman Bay - 113, Kraft
Creek - 109, and Percy’s Reach - 102.

One new site (Kraft Creek-Timmins District) was added this year. It turned out to be suitable for our program
and held a good number of ducks. Access to this site is dependant on passing under two low road bridges, and
due to low water levels this year access was possible but may not be in future years. A total of 109 ducks were
captured, making it a likely annual addition to our banding schedule (waters levels permitting). Two other sites
will likely be combined into a single night next year. Mountain and Pike lakes are close to each other and haven't
had enough ducks in recent years to warrant two separate nights.

A possible reason for the high number of ducks banded this year was likely because not a single night
was lost due to mechanical problems with the airboat. We operated the new airboat throughout the entire
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season and had the old airboat

as an emergency back-up. A lot of effort went into preparing the airboat for the upcoming season and we have
now accumulated a large inventory of spare parts. Weather conditions for the duration of the project were
generally very good. As to be expected, a few nights were hampered by heavy fog. After several attempts to
operate, the night of September 21st was eventually cancelled due to a heavy lightning storm. Water levels fl
uctuated widely across the province. In the south, water levels were average; while in the

northeast water levels were very low (on controlled water bodies). Ghost River on Abitibi and Nighthawk Lake
were at least 3 feet lower than normal. Water levels in Kapuskasing were slightly higher than normal. Several
nights at the beginning and the end of the program were negatively affected by full moon conditions with clear
skies. For the ninth consecutive year, the 2010 airboat banding program participated in a Reward Band Study,
which is aimed at identifying the reporting rates of banded waterfowl. In addition to the regular study, again this
season, two different sets of reward bands were used for a comparison study. Half of all ducks which received
reward bands were given the regular reward bands with a toll-free 1-800 telephone reporting number stamped
onto it, while the other half were fi tted with reward bands with both the toll-free number and a website address
stamped onto it. Reporting rates are important to calibrate using the reward band study results,as managers rely
on band recovery data to estimate survival and harvest rates. This year’s reward band study targeted only adult
(AHY) male mallards. The 2010 airboat program placed reward bands on 54 adult male mallards from various
banding locations throughout the province.

In 2010 the airboat program also participated in two other side studies. The first study was a continuation of a
three year Bluewinged teal data collection effort. The research was performed at the request of Dr. Catherine
Soos, an Environment Canada researcher. Atail feather from Blue-winged teals was collected for isotope
analysis, as well as cloacal and oral swab samples for Avian Influenza screening. in total 199 Blue-winged
teal were sampled in Ontario (99 from the Airboat Program and 100 from station banders Martin Wernaart and
Terri Groh).

The second study was a collection of juvenile (HY) maliard feathers from four sites; New Liskeard,
Kapuskasing, Luther Marsh, and Tay Marsh, for isotope analysis by graduate student Tony Fries of Ohio State
University.

At the Luther Marsh banding site, the airboat assisted master bander David Lamble to capture and band several
rarely banded wetland bird species (grebes, moorhen, rails, a night heron and an American bittern).

This year, a staff exchange with the state of Florida occurred with Andrew Fanning of the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Commission and Tore Buchanan of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. Tore traveled to Florida in
early August and spent eight nights banding waterfow! with Florida’s airboat banders during their program, then
Ontario reciprocated by hosting Andrew for eight nights in early September. While in Florida, Tore visited the
Panther Airboats manufacturing facility (builder of our new airboat in 2008) and received training in airboat
maintenance and operation. The exchange was an excellent opportunity for staff development. For a copy of the
complete trip report please contact Tore Buchanan.

Ontario Airboat Program Results 1996-2010
« Now in its fi fteenth year of operation the Ontario Airboat Program has to date banded almost 31 ,000 ducks
comprising
of 16 different species.
« Of those banded ducks, over 4,600 bands have been reported (mostly by waterfowl hunters) as recovered. The
average band return rate has been about 17%. (More results are available in a separate “Ontario Airboat

Program
Band Recoveries” report)

« About 560 different staff from MNR have participated in the program at some point in the past 15 years.

« 52 different banding sites across Ontario in 14 different MNR Districts have been tried in the past 15 years.

« The Ontario Airboat Program has also participated in reward band studies, genetic sampling of waterfowl,
isotope

analypsis, Avian Infl uenza sampling surveillance, media coverage, wetland protection festivals, children’s fi shing
tournaments, children’s environmental education programs, bullfrog population studies, and resource protection
enforcement.
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Migration Menitoring and Banding Report for
Ruthven Park National Historic Site
Spring 2010

By Rick Ludkin

This marks the 15th Spring banding season at Ruthven Park. We started on April 1st and
banded/monitored almost continuously for the next 60 days
— finishing on May 31st. Although we did not open nets on days of seriously inclement weather, and
opened fewer nets in poor conditions (e.g., high
winds), we would do a census and try to get a sense of the types and numbers of birds moving through
the site. We missed only 1 day — May 26th.
This excellent coverage — all volunteer - was due to the sharing of the load by 7 “resident” and “guest”
banders: myself, Loretta Mousseau, Nancy
Furber, Christine Madliger, Audrey Heagy, David Brewer, and Cindy Cartwright. We also had a LOT of
help (see volunteer help below). We ended
up banding 1,214 birds of 87 species.

Location:

Ruthven Park National Historic Site is located on the banks of the Grand River about 2 km north of the
town of Cayuga (Lat-Long: 425-0795).The

area is a mosaic of agricultural lands, old fields, and forest tracts (associated with numerous ponds or
,,sloughs®). The banding area surrounds the

spacious lawns/grounds of the historic Mansion. The net lanes are cut into the successional scrub which
provides a buffer between the open meadows

and lawns and the surrounding forest.

Weather:
We had “odd” weather throughout the banding period. April started off unseasonably hot for the first 5

days and then we got 5 days of rain. The

second half of the month was punctuated with precipitation and a number of days back-to-back of
overnight frosts — the last week of April was much

colder than the first one. We got a lot of rain in the first 2 weeks of May and a cold snap that played
havoc with birds in nest boxes and significantly

reduced the insect biomass in the forest (necessary food for migrants). The latter part of May was quite
hot and dry. One would have expected the

unsettled conditions, especially in early May, to have resulted in “fallouts” of migrants at Ruthven (a
pattern we“ve seen in many other years) but this

was not the case this year.

Equipment:

Ten (10) net lanes contain 16 twelve-metre nets (5 singles and 5 “chains” containing 2-3 nets each). We
also used up to 4 ground traps and 5 Potter

trap; these were moved throughout the season in response to movements of birds on the property. Birds
were ,,processed” in the recently refurbished
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banding lab located in one of the small outbuildings of the historic site.

Migration:

This was one of the poorest years, in terms of overall numbers banded, since we started Spring banding
in 1996. Although our net hours (i.e., the

number of hours our nets were open), at 4,385, were 619 above the 10-year average, the number
banded, 1,214, was 208 below the 10-year average.

This is emphasized by the rates of capture in April and May [this is calculated as birds caught per 100
net hours]: the 10-year average is 24.0 and

35.1 respectively. Our results this Spring were 12.9 in April (a record low) and 26.3 in May. It was
actually quite frustrating as we had such great

coverage and help. Each day we opened with great expectations — which were never realized! On our
“biggest day” (May 15th) we banded only 70

birds. We were expecting to get large numbers (“fallout”) on the days of inclement weather but this did
not happen.

On a positive note, the number of species banded, 87, was the second highest on record. We banded
record high numbers of the following: 33

Mourning Doves (due to the increased use of Potter traps); 2 Northern Rough-winged Swallows (they
breed along the River but are rarely

encountered by the nets); 20 Blue-winged Warblers (we had no Golden-wings or
Brewster“s/Lawrence™s — the Golden-wing gene pool has been

swamped); 10 Black & White Warblers.

As well as banding we keep a daily total of the number of birds of each species seen/encountered that
day. Overall we encountered 139
species/hybrids.

The 2010 Fall Banding Season at Ruthven

By Rick Ludkin

The dust has settled on the Fall banding season which ended on Sunday, November 7th. The season
began
on September 1st and we banded on every day except three, missing those days only because of very
nasty weather. Our effort was punctuated by many records and firsts (most of which are posted on the
blog entry for November 7th: www.ruthvenpark.ca/natureblog ). Some of these achievements are real
and
some can just be “explained away”.

Probably the thing that stands out the most is the number of birds banded — 4,763. Now this is 936
birds more than our previous high of 3,827 obtained in 2005. Does this mean that there were more birds
around? Probably not. We cleared 3 new net lanes in which we put 5 new nets. These nets captured 834
birds or 89% of the increase. Further, our net hours, 7,224 (vs previous high of 5,676), because of the

increased net number and the amount of time we were able to put into it (ahh.. retirement) probably
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explains the rest. [One net hour = 1 twelve metre net open for one hour] So, in other words, the
increase

was likely due to the increased number of nets and increased effort using them. However, there are
some

increases that cannot be explained by this:

L
e
>

®

We banded 193 Blackpoll Warblers; this represents a 41% increase over our previous high (137).
422 Cedar Waxwings; 213% increase (135).

532 White-throated Sparrows; 63% increase (326).

87 Rusty Blackbirds (a Species of Special Concern); 181% increase (31).

Blackpoll Warblers are a long-distance migrant that make a spectacular flight from the northeastern
U.S. across the Atlantic Ocean to the north coast of South America, a flight that takes over 80 hours
non-stop! They are primarily insectivores so I can’t explain their increase other than that perhaps they
had a really good breeding season or.....we were just lucky (probably the latter). The other 3 species
were probably attracted to the very good berry/fruit crop we had this year. The increase in net numbers
probably contributed to the White-throated Sparrow increase as we caught significant numbers of them
in

the 4 new nets close to the river but the waxwings and blackbirds were caught in all of the nets that
were

associated with patches of fruit — especially dogwood berries (although they were “pooping purple” for
a

couple of weeks as well).

One of the interesting stats that I keep is the number of long-distance warblers that we catch and their
percentage as part of the overall number banded. To do this I take the overall number of warblers
banded,

subtract the number of Yellow-rumped Warblers (a mostly short-distance migrant), Yellow Warblers
(which breed here), and Common Yellowthroats (also local breeders) and take the new total to derive
the

percentage. The 585 remaining warblers and 12.3% are the highest totals we’ve had here. September
was

an incredible month for warblers at Ruthven: on average, warblers made up 37% of each day’s banding
total and on September 8th they made up 79% of the 71 birds banded!

This Fall saw the start of 2 new projects. The first was the holding of our first annual Bird Festival
over the weekend of September 17-19. What a GREAT event it was: a concert by the Arrogant Worms
to kick things off Friday night. Two days of banding demos, bird walks, displays, and a full slate of
terrific speakers. And a formal dinner followed by a talk by renowned ornithologist and writer Dr.
Brigit

Stutchbury on Saturday night. The feedback we received from the 300+ attendees made it clear that
next
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year’s event could be even better.

The second project was the beginning of Saw-whet Owl banding. The success of this project may push
our banding efforts into the night next year.

Most projects start with a vision...and a visionary. It was September and we were just getting into a
very busy Fall banding/migration monitoring season when Nancy Furber (our most recent banding sub-

permit holder) suggested that, come October, we should try for Northern Saw-whet Owls, our smallest
eastern owls. They are found across Canada north to the central portions of the provinces. One of the
interesting things about these little owls is that, while many spend the Winter within their breeding
range,

some move south as far as West Virginia and North Carolina. And this is where the fun begins. When
migrating these birds do not like to cross large bodies of water. So when they encounter Lake Ontario
or

Erie they tend to head west along the shore until they get to a narrow crossing spot. There are a number
of banding operations that catch many of them and there are good recoveries because of a string of
banders along the north shores.

Now this is where you need a visionary. I figured that, since Ruthven is well inland, we would not see
this concentrated movement close to the lake. If we were lucky we might catch the odd one but we
would

have to be lucky. Nancy thought otherwise. To this end she interested Christine Madliger and Chris
Harris in the project and they became Ruthven’s “owl team”.

Catching Saw-whet Owls is more of a sport than catching songbirds. You use a lure tape to bring the
birds in and hope that they will get caught in the nets set up close to the boom box. It’s also physically
demanding as it takes place in the middle of the night — often afier a full day of catching passerines.
And

then you have to get up the next morning to resume diurnal banding! Nancy was willing to give it a try.
Her first couple of sessions toward the end of September/beginning of October didn’t produce any owls
(although on one night when I helped out I got a very fat Gray Catbird and a very angry Little Brown
Bat). Then she decided to switch the net positions she was using. She moved the boom box down to the
river flats thinking that the birds might use the river corridor as a roadway south. This paid off almost
immediately: the team caught our very first two Saw-whets in the river flat nets on October 22nd. Then
on November 5th they retrapped a bird that had been banded the year before in West Virginia. And then
the very next night they caught 3 more. So the team managed to catch 6 individual Saw-whet Owls
with a

very weak sound system (you could hear the call tape only ~150 m away) and by going out on only a
half

dozen nights. Next year, if we can obtain better sound equipment and can line up enough volunteers to
get more extensive coverage, who knows how many we’ll catch? It certainly appears that the birds may
be using the river as a migration corridor.

All in all it’s been a great field season. And perhaps the most telling number is that of visitors to the
banding lab: 1,252 since September 1st!
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The 2010 Spring Season at Rock Point
Jim Smith

The whole Spring 2010 season was marked by anticipation of the coming birds. Each day we went out we
thought that this day would mark a change in the number of birds being caught. Except for one or two days
we were disappointed. Excitement was shared in some of the species that we caught but not in the number
of birds being handled.

March:

Nets were put up at the end of March and only one day of banding was done. We caught 18 birds in 30 net
hours with only some nets opened.

April:

We had a total of 388 birds banded in April with a total of 1680 net hours giving us 23 birds per 100 net
hours. We banded 21 days out of a possible 26 with Sundays still being a closed day. Some days were lost
to rain and some days were shortened because of rain. Some days we just plain gave up and went home
early.

The anticipated White-throated Sparrow flocks did not materialize towards the end of April giving us a few
days of a few birds and a high of only 38 White-throated Sparrows on April 30. The anticipated early start
to the warbler migration did not materialize with only a Western Palm Warbler, Northern Waterthrush and a
couple of Common Yellowthroats making an appearance at the end of the month.

A total of 3 Sandhill Cranes were observed through April. No Tundra Swans were seen because of the mild
weather in March and their having flown through.

May:

We welcomed Sashi Schott from Toronto and Gavin Bennett from Great Britain as additional volunteers for
the month. Both did an excellent job although again the lack of birds was frustrating, not only to them, but
to the regular volunteers.

We had a total of 678 birds banded in May with a total of 2260 net hours giving us 30 birds per 100 net
hours. We banded 26 days out of a possible 26 days with Sunday again being closed. Our highest day was
on May 20 with only 62 birds. Anticipated 100 + days just did not happen. With the extra help we did band
on some drizzly days.

May 1 we had a Yellow-throated Vireo which is the first for Rock Point.

May 4 and May 13 White-eyed Vireo were banded. Not a first but certainly not common at Rock Point
May 6 a Worm-eating Warbler was banded again a first for Rock Point.

May 11 a Prairie Warbler was banded and will probably remain the bird of the year as far as I am
concerned.

May 14 a female Hooded Warbler was banded and although not a first it is a nice bird to be able to band.
June:

Knowing full well that the migration was over and that we, along with other stations along the North shore
of Lake Frie, were going to be seriously down in numbers we only banded two days in June and caught 15
birds.

Spring Summary

With 1103 birds and 3,942 net hours we end up with 28 birds per 100 net hours which in comparison with
other years makes this Spring season the worst on

record. The next lowest was 40 in 2005 when I had limited coverage. Last year we had 42 birds per 100 net

hours.
We were down 399 birds from last year and 1,462 birds from our highest in 2004.
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Speculation seems to be about weather in the eastern central states that pushed the birds westward missing
the Great Lakes. We will see if other factors also contribute and certainly if the birds are down in the Fall
we should be concerned

The 2010 Fall Season at Rock Point
Jim Smith

We banded 86 days from July 16 to November 6. As in previous years we did not band on Sunday
except in one

instance when Roswitha decided to band since we had missed the Saturday. It was good that Roswitha
was able to

handle the station on days when I was not available. This gave us a better than normal coverage for this
season. We lost

mornings to weather but on the whole we had excellent coverage.

Our day started before sun up and in most days did not extend to the full six hours. The amount of time
was

dependent on catch with shorter days being called when zero net rounds were experienced. Full six
hours generally

occurred when we continued to catch. As the season progressed and sun up became later it also meant
that the end of

our day became later. By 12:30 most of us were looking forward to closing.

As In previous years our nets remained in the same locations. We ran 16 and a half nets in eight
locations. The half

net was added last year at our net 3 location. The habitat has matured with bushes reaching higher than
the nets in a

number of locations. Our swampy areas have become more swampy requiring additional boardwalks.
Fruit has become

more prevalent with larger honeysuckle, dogwood, grapes, and verburnam. As in previous years we
record the number

of birds caught in each net location.

The following shows the net results for this season.

Month Net 1 Net2 Net 3Net 4Net 5SNet7 Net8 Net9
July 30 9 88 98 29 32 52 9
August 4] 73 143 109 47 64 55 34
September 90 108 262 138 60 142 116 89
October 248 150 334 136 228 229 190 123
November 41 4 31 4 9 7 15 7
Total 450 344 858 485 373 474 428 262
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The number of banding days should also be compared to the catch for each month.

Month Banding Days Total birds banded Average/day
July 12 347 29
August 25 566 23
September 23 1005 44
October 22 1638 75
November 4 118 30

86 3674 43

Top Ten Species banded for 2010

White-throated Sparrow...............................439
Gray Catbird. ... .248
Golden-crowned Kinglet..............................245
Cedar Waxwing................ooiiiiiiiiniiiin, 197
Ruby-crowned Kinglet.............................. 192
American Goldfinch.......................... 147
Song Sparrow.......... TR 131
American Robin...................... 119
Swamp Sparrow. ..o 105
Hermit Thrush........................................ 103
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Submission of Banding Totals Articles and Reports

Due dates for submitting annual station reports are:
January 31st for Station totals.
February 10 * for Annual Reports and Articles

Format for annual reports and articles.

Please submit all articles and reports in MS WORD.
Please use Times New Roman font for all submissions.
Please do not underline titles or headings or protect your tables.

Annual Reports should include the following:

Station Name and Year of Report
Name of Author, Address

General Information: Provide the location, including a description of site(s) and time line of
banding operations. Highlight the overall weather patterns for the year. Describe banding
equipment and methods used. List visitors and demonstrations given.

Banding Results: Include highlights, overall numbers and relationship to other years. Describe
the number of retraps, returns, and foreign retraps.

Summary: Summarize your year, including highlights and overall performance of station or

sites.
Acknowledgments: Participants, assistance, funding etc.

References: (If used) Author, Date, Title, Publisher, Address

Photos: digital format and should have a good appearance when printed in black and white

Journal Articles should include the following:

Title of Article

Name and address of author(s)

Abstract: Overview of paper — usually one paragraph in length
Introduction

Methodology

Data and Findings

Conclusion
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