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BANDING IN ONTARIO: 2008

T. L. Groh and M. L. Wernaart'
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{IRed-necked Grebe 0020}i IRNGR
Horned Grebe 0030 IIHOGR
Pied-billed Grebe 0060] 8lPBGR
[[Herring Guil 0510 IHEGU
{[Ring-billed Gull 0540} {[RBGU
[Bonaparte's Gull 0600 {IBOGU
I[Double-crested Cormorant 1200 1lbcco
Hooded Merganser 1310} 1 1 J[HOME
Mallard 1320} 15 15 1fIMALL
{Mallard X Black Duck Hybrid 1326} IMBDH
"American Black Duck 1330} ABDU
Gadwall 1350]] GADW
[American Wigeon 1370} AMWI
{American Green-winged Teal 1390)| 1 26 HAGWT
{{Blue-winged Teal 1400} 116 49IBWTE
{iNorthern Pintail 1430 [INOPI
{Wood Duck 1440 182 64 jiwobDu
liRedhead 1460l 44 3 |IREDH
{[Canvasback 1470| [[CANV
{IGreater Scaup 1480 [[GRSC
liLesser Scaup 1490 6 1 IILESC
lIRing-necked Duck 1500f {IRNDU
IBufflehead 1530 9 1 IIBUFF
liRuddy Duck 1670]| {RUDU
Lesser Snow Goose white 1690j| fILSGO
Canada Goose 1720} 54 1J|ICAGO
[[Cacklin Canada Goose 1722} ICACG
Mute Swan 1782} IMUSW
Tundra Swan 1800]| [[TUSW
{lAmerican Bittern 1900l 1JJAMBI
liLeast Bittern 1910 IILEBI
- ||Great Blue-Heron 1940} IIGBHE
IlGreen Heron 2010}t IIGRHE
Black-crowned Night-Heron 2020} |IBCNH
irginia Rail 2120} 1|IVIRA
Sora 2140 1|SORA
[lCommon Moorhen 2190} llcomo
flAmerican Coot 2210f 9AMCO
[|American Woodcock 2280)f 2 4 f[AMWO
“Pectoral Sandpiper 2390} [[PESA
White-rumped Sandpiper 2400 WRSA
[IBaird's Sandpiper 2410)| BASA
|[Common Snipe 2300f COSN
"Short—bil!ed Dowitcher 231 0“ SBDO
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liLeast Sandpiper 2420} JLESA
{iDuniin : 2430 IDUNL
{[Semipalmated Sandpiper 2460} [ISESA
[lWestern Sandpiper 2470} IIWESA
lISanderling 2480}| [ISAND
[[Greater Yellowlegs 2540] 2 IIGRYE
[lLesser Yellowlegs 25501 [ILEYE
{Solitary Sandpiper 2560 [[SOSA
(iwitilet 2580 fwiLL
[Spotted Sandpiper 2630" 1 [lSPSA
[[Black-bellied Plover 2700 {lBBPL
(IKilideer 2730] 2 2 TIKILL
{American Golden-Plover 2720| [IAGPL
{[Semipalmated Plover 2740} [ISEPL
[[Piping Plover 2770|] 5 iPiPL
[IRuddy Turnstone 2830} JIRUTU
{IMourning Dove 3160J] 3 6 66 50 93lIMODO
l hite-winged Dove 3190)] [WWDO
Northern Harrier 3310)f 7 1J[INOHA
[[Sharp-shinned Hawk 3320 141 1 4ISSHA
[ICooper's Hawk 3330 11 1 2ICOHA
[INorthern Goshawk 3340)f [INOGO
IRed-tailed Hawk 3370| 9 2 1|RTHA
[[Red-shouldered Hawk 3390 1 IIRSHA
{[Swainsons Hawk 3420)f [[SWHA
||Broad-winged Hawk 3430)| IIBWHA
"Rough-legged Hawk 3470] [RLHA
Golden Eagle 3490)f [|[GOEA
[Bald Eagle 3520|] |BAEA
[Peregrine Faicon 3560 1 IIPEFA
{(Meriin 3570)) 13 IMERL
{{American Kestrel 3600 8 6 [IAMKE
[lOsprey 3640 9IlOSPR
[iBarn Owil 3650]| [[BNOW
[ILong-eared Owl 3660 5 fILEOW
- lIShort-eared Owl 3670 [[SEOW
[|Barred Owl 3680} {iBDOW
([Great Gray Owi 3700] GGOW
[[Boreal owl 3710| |[BOOW
[Northern Saw-whet Owi 3720 3 70| 152 70[NSWO
[[Eastern Screech-Owi 3730} 1 1JEASO
{|Great Horned Owl 3750)] [|IGHOW
[[Snowy Owl 3760]| ISNOW
[Northern Hawk Owl 3770), 2 [NHOwW
{Yellow-billed Cuckoo 3870| 1[lYBCU
IIBlack-billed Cuckoo 3880} 2 1IBBCU
{IBelted Kingfisher 3900} BEKI
|Hairy Woodpecker 3930) 2 7 2 3 9HAWO
Ontario Bird Banding 2009 - Volume 40 3
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0 0JLESA 2420}
2 . 2 1|DUNL 2430|
1 1 2 2|SESA 2460)|
0 0]WESA 2470|
9 9 1]SAND 2480
2 1|GRYE 2540}t
0 OJLEYE 2550“
1 1 2 2|SOSA 2560
2 2 1{WILL 2580t
4 5 2|SPSA 2630}
0 0/BBPL 2700
4 10 2 21 6]KILL 2730|)
0 0JAGPL 2720)|
3 3 1|SEPL 2740
5 1[PIPL 2770)f
0 0JRUTU 2830l
32 18 83 46 8 405 10|MODO 3160}
1 1 1]WwwDO 3190
62 1 1 72 5|NOHA 3310}
24 2| 477 143 77 51 136 1056 10]SSHA 3320|
61 26 8 1 110 7|COHA 3330]|
3 2 2 7 3|NOGO 3340}
81 73 3 4 173 7IRTHA 3370
1 1|RSHA 3390
0 0[|SWHA 3420
1 1 1|BWHA 3430]|
5 1 1 9 16 4]RLHA 3470
2 4 2|GOEA 3490}
4 4 1|BAEA 3520}
2 3 2|PEFA 3560l
1 27 2 1 1 2 47 7|MERL 3570
258 3 7 282 5|AMKE 3600
9 1]OSPR 3640}
0 0|BNOW 3650
2 2 9 3|LEOW 3660}
3 3 1{SEOW 3670}
1 3 4 2|BDOW 3680}
0 0|GGOW 3700)f
1 34 35 2|BoOW 3710)f
1 7 299 720 305 227 1854 10|NSWO 3720}
7 5 3 19 6|EASO 3730}
1 2 3 2|GHOW 3750}
0 0/SNOW 3760)f
2 1[NHOW 3770}
2 6 7 16 4]YBCU 3870
4 8 15 6 1 36 6/BBCU 3880
2 1 3 2|BEKI 3900}
8 6 1 4 7 16 65 11|HAWO 3930}
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{{[Downy Woodpecker 3940] 3 4 2 2 12 18 30[DOWO
IBlack-backed Woodpecker 4000]] . {IBBWO
{Three-toed Woodpecker 4010} fTTwo
[Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 4020" 3 10 1JlYBSA
[Pileated Woodpecker 4050 iPIWO
lIRed-headed Woodpecker 4060 IRHWO
[Red-bellied Woodpecker 2090} 2 2 1[RBWO
[Yellow Shafted-Flicker 4120} 3 3 4 6|l YSFL
[Vellow X Red Shafted Flicker 4123 fIFLIN
IWhip-poor-wil 4170} 1 fwPwi
fiCommon Nighthawk 4200 JICONI
{IChimney Swift 4230 1 JlCHSW
[[Ruby-Throated Hummingbird 4280 120 [RTHU
{{Rufous Hummingbird 4330]| {RUHU
[IScissor-tailed Flycatcher 4430}t IISTFL
|[Eastern Kingbird 4440} 1 1JIEAKI
(Western Kingbird 4470" IIWEKI
lIGreat Crested Flycatcher 4520 1 3|lGCFL
[[Eastern Phoebe 4560 1 1 5 1JEAPH
[[Olive-sided Flycatcher 4590t [fOSFL
{[Eastern Wood-Pewee 4610} 1 EAWP
([Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 4630]] 2 2 1|VBFL
{Acadian Flycatcher 4650 1JACFL
[Willow Fiycatcher 2660]| WIFL
|Alder Flycatcher 4661} ALFL
[Traill's Flycatcher 4669 1 14 19 6l TRFL
[ILeast Flycatcher 4670 3 7 3|ILEFL
[[Horned Lark 2740)] 28 57 100]HOLA
iBlue Jay 4770} 2 1 3 4 11 13 64{IBLJA
lGray Jay 4840)| IIGRJA
{lCommon Raven 4860 4JCORA
{American Crow 4880}f IAMCR
[European Starling 4930]| 1 3 275 44 37JIEUST
IBobolink 4940“ 1255|BOBO
liBrown-headed Cowbird 4950 6 4 5 117 29 54BHCO
: “Yenow»headed Blackbird 4970}t lIYHBL
Red-winged Blackbird 4980}Jf 11 16 134 14 59IRWBL
[[Eastern Meadowlark 5010)f 3 IEAME
[[Western Meadowlark 5011})f [[WEME
{{Orchard Oriole 5060} 1 2 {lOROR
liBaltimore Oriole 5070 1 40 31 71 11J[BAOR
||Rusty Blackbird 5090“ “RUBL
||Brewer's Blackbird 5100 |[BRBL
{{Common Grackle 5110} 6 3 4 6 55 31 37JlCOGR
[[Evening Grosbeak 5140} 2 |[EVGR
{IPine Grosbeak 5150} 1PIGR
[[Purple Finch 5170| 32 3 ) 1 28][PUFI
ﬂHouse Finch 51 90" 1 3 2 40 168 21“HOFI
Ontario Bird Banding 2009 - Volume 40 5
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4 34 8 38 11 11 35 212 14]DOWO 3940
20 20 1|BBWO 4000
5 5 1{TTWO 4010
8 62 15 3 6 108 8|YBSA 402(03“
1 1 7 9 3|PIWO 405
10 10 1|RHWO 4060}
7 17 1 30 6|RBWO 4090“
9 7 76 17 1 24 150 10]YSFL 4120
2 3 5 2|FLIN 4123
4 1 6 3lwPwi 4170“
7 7 1|CONI 4200
1 1|CHSW 42301t
214 23 357 3|RTHU 4280])
0 0JRUHU 4330}
0 0|STFL 4430}
1 1 30 2 5 2 43 8|EAKI 4440||
0 0|WEKI 4470}
1 10 17 6 38 6|GCFL 4520)
4 8 47 14 81 8|EAPH 4560
10 10 1JOSFL 4590
2 28 3 92 12 6 144 7]EAWP 4610||
6 30 13 159 57 2 49 321 10]YBFL 4630
1 1 3 3JACFL 4650}
2 6 1 9 3JWIFL 4660}
7 3 1 42 53 4]ALFL 4661||
31 114 13 220 24 94 536 10| TRFL 4669||
16 54 3 206 43 51 27 413 10]LEFL 4670|
7 192 4]HOLA 4740}
66 90 2 632 892 8 345 2133 14|BLJA 4770|
5 5 1|GRJA 4840}t
4 1|CORA 4860J|
0 0|AMCR 4880
11 54 13 5 443 9|EUST 4930}
2 188 1445 3|BOBO 4940]
86 3 284 197 3 6 794 12|BHCO 4950]1
1 1 1|YHBL 4970}
1 130 1 733 33 272 37 1441 12|RWBL 4980}
5 8 2|EAME 5010}
0 0|WEME 5011
24 15 42 4]OROR 5060
75 4 230 50 3 516 10|BAOR 5070}
1 7 1 4 10 23 5|RUBL 5090}
0 0|BRBL. 5100|
68 1 542 61 91 47 952 13|COGR 5110)j
1 16 19 3|EVGR 5140}
29 30 2|PIGR 5150
1 18 28 334 94 125 672 11]PUFI 5170}
27 3 9 11 1 286 11|HOFI 5190]|
Ontario Bird Banding 2009 - Volume 40 6
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{White-winged Crossbill 5220}
[Hoary Redpoli 5270] 1 1
[iCommon Redpoll 5280 10 57 66 184 149
American Goldfinch 5200|284 710]  177] 18] _ 406] 376
{IPine Siskin 5330)f 1 4 32 4JPIS|
liSnow Bunting 5340 457 148 3457JiSNBU
ILapland Longspur 5360} 1 2 2JILALO
[Vesper Sparrow 5400} 1 JVESP ||
l[Savannah Sparrow 5420} 1 4 187J{SAVS
lGrasshopper Sparrow 5460} 1JIGRSP
liLeConte's Sparrow 5480 LCSP
[INelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow 5491}t NSTS
{Sharp-tailed Sparrow 5499 STSP ||
ILark Sparrow 5520 LASP |l
{[Harris' Sparrow 5530 HASP “
i(White-crowned Sparrow 5540 7 15WCSP
|[Eastern White-Crowned Sparrow || 5541|| 24 57 EWCS
{[Gambeil's White-crowned Sparrowl| 5550]| 1 lawces
[(White-throated Sparrow 5580} 7 9 48 16 88 84WTSP
[lAmerican Tree Sparrow 5590 1 27 11 233 59 123}|ATSP
{[Chipping Sparrow 5600 12 4 1 44 117JCHSP
[[Clay-colored Sparrow 5610} CCSP
lIField Sparrow 5630 6 4 29 7}IFISP
(iSiate-colored Junco 5670 57 13 6] 12| 149 61 218llsCaU ||
{[Oregon Junco 5671})f lIORJU I
{lUnidentified Dark-eyed Junco 5677| UDEJ u
Song Sparrow 5810} 5 4 145 6 193 216{|SOSP
Lincoln's Sparrow 5830]] 4 6 2jlLisP “
Swamp Sparrow 5840 2 1 2 20jIswsp
Fox Sparrow 5850} 1 1 13)FOSP
{[Eastern Towhee 5870“ HEATO
[[Northern Cardinal 5930 1 18 2 13 15 26{INOCA
|[Rose-breasted Grosbeak 5950)f 8 9 17 71 7|RBGR
[IBlue Grosbeak 5970 BLGR ||
}lﬂ@o Bunting 5980 3 4INBU__|f
- |lLazuli Bunting 5990 LAZB
{iPainted Bunting 6010} IIPABU
([Dickcissel 6040" Ibick
flLark Bunting 6050 ILARB
[[Scarlet Tanager 6080 3 1 4 ISCTA
{[Summer Tanager 61 OOH SUTA |
[iPurple Martin 6110}t 700 190 774IPUMA ||
([CTiff Swallow 6120} 28 CLSW |
[[Cave Swallow 6121 flCASW
|Barn Swallow 6130} 163 5 39 184J|IBARS
[Tree Swallow 6140) 657] 10 60 1308|ITRES
(Bank Swallow 6160 2 |BANS
[[Northern Rough-winged Swallow || 6170} 1 7 INRWS
Ontario Bird Banding 2009 - Volume 40 7
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22 3 26 3IWWCR
° 28 30 3|HORE
4 7 3 1 332 3 1013 121CORE
2 1077 39 778 195 124 170 4653 14]AMGO
44 14 4 18 7 156 284 10]PISI
3 4065 41SNBU
15 20 41LALO
1 1 4 4}VESP
2 1 1 35 1 21 225 478 10{SAVS
2 3 2|GRSP
4 4 1]LCSP
0 O|NSTS
0 0|STSP
2 2 1]LASP
0 0|HASP
73 89 14 496 24 262 1 981 9JWCSP
178 7 266 4]EWCS
1 9 11 3|GWCS
226 724 62 1520 338 118 123 3363 13{WTSP
34 105 19 279 4 306 19 1220 13]ATSP
7 133 1 312 181 14 922 1748 12]CHSP
2 1 34 37 3|CCSP
48 107 16 1 218 8iFISP
128 440 27 665 305 25 202 2508 141SCJU
4 4 1JORJU
0 0|UDEJ
32 350 12 304 143 31 59 1500 131SOSP
17 38 8 157 41 18 71 362 10]LISP
11 137 133 24 59 39 428 10|SWSP
4 40 40 11 5 115 8|FOSP
1 6 43 13 63 4|EATO
1 63 1 77 1 218 11INOCA
5 105 242 81 5 21 571 11JRBGR
1 1 1|BLGR
8 40 61 7 16 139 7]INBU
0 0jLAZB
0 0|PABU
0 0IDICK
0 O}]LARB
15 1 15 14 6 59 8ISCTA
1 1 1]SUTA
421 4 2089 5|PUMA
12 40 2|CLSW
6 6 1]CASW
53 14 3 461 71BARS
18 1 1072 15 29 1 3171 10|TRES
14 18 2|BANS
2 7 17 4INRWS
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liBohemian Waxwing il 6180] IBOWA
liCedar Waxwing i 6190} 58 1 65 8|CEDW
[Northern Shrike I 6210 1 1 1INSHR
Loggerhead Shrike I 6220] [ILOSH
Red-eyed Vireo I 6240 12 44 70 T1|REVI
[Philadelphia Vireo I 6260" 2 6 1PHVI
[Warbling Vireo Il 6270} 10 1 14 [[WAVI
[lYellow-throated Vireo 6280j] ftyTvi
IIBlue-headed Vireo 6290 1 8 1JiBHVI
{[Solitary Vireo 6299“ Isovi |l
[IWhite-eyed Vireo 6310 IIWEVI
Bells Vireo 6330 IBEVI
IIBlack-and-white Warbler 6360 3 3 [[BAWW
liProthonotary Warbler 6370 lPROW
[[Swainson's Warbler 6380l f[SWwWA |
Worm-eating Warbler 6390" IWEWA
{iBlue-winged Warbler 6410 1 [IBWWA
IIBrewster's Warbler 6412}f 1 IIBRWA
[[Lawrence's Warbler 6413l ILAWA
[Golden-winged Warbler 6420" IGWWA
IINashville Warbler 6450 4 13 78 2lINAWA
Virginia Warbler 6440)| VIWA
Orange-crowned Warbler 6460]] 3 7 [[OCWA
Tennessee Warbler 6470" 15 26 ITEWA
[INorthern Parula 6480 1 1 [INOPA
[[Cape May Warbler 6500} 1 1 1JJICMWA
[lYellow Warbler 6520}f 15 3 37 7IlYWAR
IIBlack-throated Blue Warbler 6540" 1 2 2 3 1)IBTBW
[(Myrtie Warbler 6550 28 18 67 1MYWA
l Magnolia Warbler 6570j] 7 17 46 3IMAWA
Cerulean Warbler 6580" ICERW
liChestnut-sided Warbler 6590 1 7 10 flcCSwA
[[Bay-breasted Warbler 6600 1 1 IBBWA
[IBlackpoll Warbler 6610 6 16 IIBLPW
IIBlackburnian Warbler f| 6620 2 5 iBLBW
- [fyellow-throated Warbler 6630 IYTWA
[[Black-throated Green Warbler 6670} 1 4 10 1J[BTNW
{[Townsends Warbler 6680] IITOWA
([Kirtiand's Warbler 6700 2 [KiwA
{[Pine Warbler 6710" 1 4 2|PIWA
[[Western Palm Warbler 6720 4 14 1JWPWA
[[Yellow Palm Warbler 6729 [[YPWA
{[Prairie Warbler 6730" [[IPRAW
l{Ovenbird 6740} 12 5 3|lOVEN
[INorthern Waterthrush 6750 1 8 INOWA
{ILouisiana Waterthrush 6760" JILOWA
l[Kentucky Warbler 6770} IKEWR
[[Connecticut Warbler 6780} [[CONW
Ontario Bird Banding 2009 - Volume 40 9
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0 0][BOWA 6180}
45 281 213 34 10 143 858 10|CEDW 6190}
1 4 4|NSHR 6210}
0 0|LOSH 6220
91 140 274 165 20 87 914 10|REVI 6240}
4 17 3 50 24 12 7 126 10|PHVI 6260}
47 7 138 4 1 222 8|WAVI 6270|1
1 3 4 2[YTVI 6280
12 16 78 130 1 37 284 9|BHVI 6290}
0 ojsovi 6299)f
4 2 2 8 3|WEVI 6310}
0 0|BEVI 6330}
56 28 18 103 74 14 105 404 9|BAWW 6360]f
0 0|PROW 6370}
0 0|SWWA 6380l
0 0|WEWA 6390
24 23 6 54 4|BWWA 6410|
1 1 4 7 4|BRWA 6412|
1 2 3 2|LAWA 6413
3 1 1 5 10 4]GWWA 6420
46 98 4 240 207 38 340 1070 11|NAWA 6450]|
0 0|VIWA 6440}
15 7 16 12 8 33 101 8|OCWA 6460}
1 22 38 33 8 167 310 8| TEWA 6470}
1 7 16 19 15 60 7|NOPA 6480}
2 2 42 1 88 138 8|CMWA 6500}
13 371 121 549 347 29 42 1534 11]YWAR 6520}
38 61 27 275 293 3 33 739 12|BTBW 6540}
86 321 73 1305 624 73 619 3215 11|MYWA 6550}
83 259 1 809 611 22 133 1991 11|MAWA 6570
2 2 1|CERW 6580
9 49 2 106 121 26 36 367 10]CSWA 6590
5 5 5 27 25 1 19 89 9|BBWA 6600}
7 116 16 442 170 4 73 851 10|BLPW 6610
18 7 40 58 23 154 8|BLBW 6620
0 0]YTWA 6630}
54 26 84 140 1 75 396 10|BTNW 6670
1 1 1| TOWA 6680}
4 1]KIWA 6700}
2 1 1 7 4 22 8|PIWA 6710||
54 36 16 150 55 39 308 677 10]WPWA 6720
2 3 1 6 3]YPWA 6729}
1 1 1]PRAW 6730)f
35 65 170 60 2 57 409 9]OVEN 6740
9 32 9 85 53 6 85 288 9|NOWA 6750}
0 0[LOWA 6760
0 0|KEWR 6770}
1 11 12 2|CONW 6780]
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Iﬁouming Warbler 6790“ 4 7
Common Yellowthroat 6810 4 11 67 7ICOYE
Yellow-breasted Chat 6830}
lHooded Warbler 6840“ 12
IWilson's Warbler 6850 6 22
l[Canada Warbler 6860 1 1 4 1ICAWA
{American Redstart 6870} 14 30 10)AMRE
[[House Sparrow 6882)f 16 6 1 9IHOSP
l{American Pipit 6970}
{[Northern Mockingbird 7030)
{{Gray Catbird 7040} 75 3 83
lIBrown Thrasher 705 3 6
[[Marsh Wren 7150
[ICarolina Wren 7180 2
[House Wren 7210 8 111 5 35
Winter Wren 7220 2
Sedge Wren 7240 ISEWR
Brown Creeper 7260} 1 2 2 8 2 3IBRCR
White-breasted Nuthatch 7270} 7 15 5 9 5 6|WBNU
|[Red-breasted Nuthatch 7280} 1 7 3 1 30}|RBNU u
l[Eastern Tufted Titmouse 7310} 4 ETTI
IBlack-capped Chickadee 7350 33 40 43 57 10 91 190iBCCH |l
IBoreal Chickadee 7400} BOCH
llGolden-crowned Kinglet 7480 2 7 30 18 8lIGCKI
[|Ruby-crowned Kinglet 7490]] 3 3 6 62 9|lRCKI
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 7510f] 1 1 BGGN
!Wood Thrush 7550]] 2 WOTH ||
Veery 756 7 5 EER
lGray-cheeked Thrush 7570 1 1 1 2|lGCTH
IIBicknell's Thrush 7571 BITH
lGray-cheeked / Bicknell's Thrush || 7579 GCBT ||
lISwainson's Thrush 7580“ 3 2 9 2JISWTH
{{[Hermit Thrush 7590, 8 9 15 2lHETH
{American Robin 7610jf 2 12 59 2 43 105 81JAMRO
llEastern Bluebird 7660 5 79 4 21 526][EABL
" |[Total Birds Banded I 526] 899] 956/ 1034] 1234] 3126 3602 10453!
liTotal Species Banded I 32 5 36 63 22 80 118 10 l |
Bander Address # Banded Species #
Joanne Dewey 642 Elmbrook, RR 8 Picton, ON KOK 2T0 526 32
Robert Hubert 10 Pauison Crt. St. Thomas, ON N5R 1M9 899 5
Martha Caskey Box 8045, RR 2 Dunrobin, ON KOA 1T0 956 36
Kevin Grundy 106 Connelly Dr. Kitchener, ON N2N 2v2 1034 63
Bryan Wyatt 63 Woodland Glen Dr. Guelph, N1G 3S3 1234 22
Martin Wernaart 25 Lakeview Cr. RR #1 St. Williams NOE 1PO 3126 80
David Okines RR #2 St. Williams NOE 1P0 3602 118
David Lamble 745 Guelph St. Fergus N1M 2X5 10459 102
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9 15 1 43 16 10 14 119 9|MOWA 6790}
52 167 34 348 98 61 23 872 11]COYE 6810“
2 1 5 8 3]YBCH 6830
1 1 134 5 153 5{HOWA 6840“
30 79 151 83 70 28 469 8|WIWA 6850
16 40 24 86 33 2 70 278 11|CAWA 6860
366 87 301 116 121 259 1304 9|AMRE 6870
2 65 2 2 1 104 9|HOSP 6882}
3 3 1{AMPI 6970
2 4 6 2]NOMO 7030}
16 630 7 620 119 5 1 1567 11JGRCA 7040}
12 12 87 15 135 6{BRTH 7050}
1 11 12 2|MAWR 7150}
3 7 6 1 19 5{CARW 7180
1 101 12 239 51 628 10|HOWR 7210)f
11 13 91 43 9 170 7IWIWR 7220
1 1 1{SEWR 7240}
39 39 1 342 238 1 181 859 13]|BRCR 7260}
12 13 7 6 85 10{WBNU 7270}
110 11 106 17 1 129 416 11|RBNU 7280}
15 1 20 3|ETTI 7310}
123 160 5 51 54 54 126 1037 14]BCCH 7350
1 13 14 2|BOCH 7400}
258 173 6 529 482 3 261 1777 12|GCKI 7480|
128 404 3 931 768 54 98 2469 12}RCKI 7490}
15 5 22 4iBGGN 7510]
2 18 40 18 1 81 6|WOTH 7550}
9 54 4 144 29 29 10 291 9|VEER 7560]|
9 33 26 169 52 1 8 303 11]GCTH 7570)|
0 0|BITH 7571|
0 0{GCBT 7579
29 97 54 421 139 8 106 870 11|SWTH 7580}
57 123 77 373 218 1 12 895 11|HETH 7590)f
24 222 4 185 48 23 10 820 14]AMRO 7610]
7 1 1 2 646 9EABL 7660}
2773 8973 978] 1740 21331 10432] 3168 7333 78564 |
79 117 10 74 151 119 82 115 272 i
Station Address # Banded Species #
Bruce Peninsula M. O. 4379 Bruce Rd 3, Port Elgin 2773 81
Haldimand BO Box 25, Nanticoke, NOA 1L0 8973 117
Hawk Cliff 17 Fifth Ave., St. Thomas 978 10
Holiday Beach B. O. RR#2 1089 City Road 15 Essex 1740 74
Long Point B. O. Box 160, Port Rowan 21331 161
Pr. Edward Pt. B. O. Box 2 Delhi, N4AB 2W8 10432 119
Tamiskaming RR 1 Cobalt, P0J 1C0O 3168 82
Thunder Cape B.O. Box 160, Port Rowan 7333 115
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Comparison of Stations by # of Birds Banded in 2008
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Comparison of Ontario Banding Stations by # of Species
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Top Twenty Bird Species Banded in Ontario During 2008
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Warbler AOU Code

Comparison of the Top 25 Warbler Species Banded in Ontario
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Warbler AOU Code
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Sparrow Species

AOU

Comparison of Top 12 Sparrow Species
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2008 Ontario Banding Highlights
5 Piping Plovers banded at Sauble Beach for a second year.
Four Kirtland's Warblers banded at CFB Borden for a second year

Half the number (4653)of American Goldfinches
banded compared with last year (8751).

Two Northern Hawk Owl.
A white-winged dove was banded at Thundercape

A record drop in the number (1854) of Northern Saw-whet
owls banded compared with record high of 5385 the year prior.

1 Summer Tanager banded at Long Point.

Second invasion year for Common Redpolls with 1013
and Pine Siskins with 284 banded.

1255 Boblinks banded by D. lamble

3457 Snow Buntings banded by D. lamble et. Al.

Ontario Bird Banding 2009 - Volume 40




MIGRATION MONITORING AT CABOT HEAD BRUCE
PENINSULA BIRD OBSERVATORY Annual Report 2008

Stéphane Menu, Ph.D.

Cabot Head Research Station
Bruce Peninsula - Ontario
stefmenu@gmail.com

Spring fieldwork began on April 16 and ended on June 12 for a total of 58 consecutive
days of coverage. In total, 1160 birds of 61 species were banded and 41 birds of 14
species were recaptured. A total of 157 species were detected during the monitoring
period. The banding total is the lowest ever since 2002. Banding totals for many species,
especially warblers, were below average compared to previous springs. However, Traill’s
Flycatchers, Red-eyed Vireos and Red-breasted Nuthatches were banded in record
numbers this spring. The highest one-day species total was 65 on June 6. This spring,
Short-billed Dowitcher and Dunlin were seen for the first time in spring in the Cabot
Head area.

Fall fieldwork began on August 16 and ended on October 31 for a total of 77 consecutive
days of coverage. In total, 1,616 birds of 68 species were banded and 204 birds of 29
species were recaptured. Most species were caught in average or above average numbers
this fall. As a consequence, the banding total is just slightly above average (when the
irruptive Black-capped Chickadee total is excluded). A new species, White-winged
Crossbill, was banded for the first time at Cabot Head. A total of 128 species of birds
were detected in the standard count area over the course of the field season. The highest
one-day species total was 45, recorded on September 7. One species, Red Crossbill, was
added to the list of species seen in the count area.

This year, a total of 26 volunteers helped for the project, totaling an impressive
303 volunteer-days. Most volunteers came from Ontario, but one was from Spain one
from Ohio (USA) and one from England.

Summary of BPBO 2008.

Spring Fall Total
Species detected 157 128 167
Species banded 61 68 79
Total banded 1160 1616 2777
Total days of coverage 58 : 77 135
Number of volunteers 17 9 26
Volunteer days 149 154 303
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Banding totals of birds captured at Cabot Head Research Station in 2008

Sp ecies Spring | Fall | Total Sp ecies Spring | Fall | Total

Sharp shinned Hawk 22 2 24  |Magnolia Warbler 63 20 83
Merlin 1 1 |Cape May Warbler 2 2
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 2 2  |Black-thr. Blue Warbler 20 18 38
Black-billed Cuckoo 4 4  |Myrtle Warbler 27 59 86

Northern Saw-whet

Owl 1 1  |Black-thr. Green Warbler 17 37 54
Downy Woodpecker 4 4 |Pine Warbler 2 2
Hairy Woodpecker 8 8 |Western Palm Warbler 52 2 54
Yellow-shafted Flicker 6 3 9  |Bay-breasted Warbler 5 5
Pileated Woodpecker 1 1  |Blackpoll Warbler 1 6 7
Eastern Wood-Pewee 2 2  {Black-and-White Warbler | 31 25 56
Yellow-bellied 5 1 6  |American Redstart 195 171 366
Flycatcher
Traill's Flycatcher 26 3 3V N Ovenbird %116 35
Least Flycatcher 12 4 16 \Northern Waterthrush 1 8 9
Eastern Phoebe 4 4 |Mourning Warbler 7 2 9
Great Crested Flycatcher 1 1  |Common Yellowthroat 35 17 52
Blue-headed Vireo 4 8 12 |Wilson's Warbler 21 9 30
Philadelphia Vireo 4 4  |Canada Warbler 11 5 16
Red-eyed Vireo 25 66 91 |American Tree Sparrow 6 28 34
Blue Jay 62 4 66  |Chipping Sparrow 7 7
Black-capped Chickadee 76 47 123 }Savannah Sparrow 2 2
Red-breasted Nuthatch 17 93 110 {Fox Sparrow 1 3 4
Brown Creeper 8 31 39 |Song Sparrow 10 22 32
House Wren 1 U A incoln's Sparrow 13 4 17
Winter Wren 3 8 11 e, amp Sparrow 6 5 11
Golden-crowned Kinglet 3 255 258 |White-throated Sparrow 68 158 226
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 65 63 128 |White-crowned Sparrow 20 53 73
Veery 5 4 9  |Slate-coloured Junco 45 83 128
Gray-cheeked Thrush 1 8 9  |Eastern Towhee 1 1
Swainson's Thrush 14 15 29 |[Northern Cardinal i 1
Hermit Thrush 18 39 57 |Rose-breasted Grosbeak 4 1 5
Wood Thrush 2 2 |Indigo Bunting 3 5 8
American Robin 3 21 24 pus ty Blackbird 1 1
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14

16

Gray Catbird Red-winged Blackbird

Brown Thrasher 12 12 Purple Finch 1 1
Cedar Waxwing 45 45 Common Redpoll 4 4
Tennessee Warbler 1 U Awhite-w inged Crossbill 22 22
Orange-crowned Warbler 11 4 15 |Pine Siskin 44 44
Nashville Warbler 24 22 46 |American Goldfinch 1 1 2
Northern Parula 1 1 Total (w/o Chickadees) 1084 | 1568 | 2652
Yellow Warbler 12 | 13 Agotal (with Chickadees) 1160 | 1615 | 2775
Chestnut-sided Warbler 8 1 9 |Species Total 61 68 79

Black-thr. : Black-throated

Pine Warbler at feeder. Photo courtesy of John Woodcock
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Bird Banding at Rare — A Bander’s “Tail.”

Kevin Grundy
106 Connelly Drive, Kitchener, ON, N2N 2V2

I have been banding birds now since the age of thirteen, and will be forty eight in
January.....you do the math....suffice it to say, it’s quite a long time!

In the Fall of 2007, a banding project in which I was heavily involved, came to an end.
During the year, I had also relocated to Kitchener on account of work. New to the area, I
found that there were very few banders in Kitchener, but several based in the Guelph
area. | was fortunate to make contact with David Lamble, who is very active in
Wellington County, and he in turn, put me in contact with Tony Salvadori. It was Tony
who was involved in the original banding project at Rare, then known as Cruikston
Charitable Research Reserve, which ran from 2002 to 2004 under the control of Dallas
Johnston. The project came to a premature end in 2004 when Dallas moved with his
young family to Alberta to pursue career opportunities. Since then, although a great deal
of ornithological study work has been undertaken on the Rare property, no further
banding operations took place because of the lack of licensed personnel.

It is no easy feat to obtain a banding permit. While there are very many highly competent
birders in the country, there are less than two thousand licensed banders in Canada. It
takes several years of practical experience to safely handle wild birds, and a great deal of
patience and manual dexterity is required to extract birds entangled in mist nets. That is
only the beginning! After extraction, each bird has to be carefully examined to determine
its species, age and sex. Only after positive identification can the bird be fitted with its
uniquely numbered band, then assessed as to its general condition, wing chord measured,
weight recorded, then released to continue its journey. Only after you have exhibited
these skills can you be considered for a permit.

Encouraged by Tony, contact was made with Sharon Bowes at the Rare office in Blair. A
meeting was arranged with research director Peter Kelly, Advisory Team member Bill
Wilson, and former banding operations volunteer Jim Burrell. A pilot project for Spring
2008 was discussed, and two weekends were selected in late May. In spite of the late start
and poor weather, the pilot was deemed a success and arrangements were made to start a
formal project in the fall. This project commenced on August 16™, and is due to continue
until November 2™, The specific purpose is to gauge the importance of the property as a
migration corridor and stopover along the banks of the Grand and Speed Rivers.

Our “headquarters™ are the Resource House on Blair Road. Maybe some of you have
noticed us there on Saturday and Sunday mornings? Others may have come across the
nets, placed strategically about the property. We do ask that you don’t touch anything.
The nets are furled when not in use, and checked every fifteen to twenty minutes during
banding operations. It’s very important that any birds trapped in the nets are left
completely without interference. Trained personnel will be along shortly to carefully
extract the birds and take them back to headquarters for processing.

As I write this (mid October), we have banded 909 birds of 60 species. Considering we
can only operate on weekends (thanks to that four letter word, WORK), this is no mean
accomplishment. We usually operate seven nets, whereas most migration monitoring
stations use considerably more than this, and are staffed seven days per week in migration
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season. One can only wonder just how good this site would be if we had the same amount
of volunteers and equipment! Best of all, this is located in the midst of an urban area.
How fortunate the people of Waterloo region are to have such a unique property as Rare
on their doorstep!

Many visitors ask about specific birds that are “out of the ordinary.” This is a very
personal thing for most banders. Personally, I am very pleased that we have banded more
than fifty Cedar Waxwings. By no means an unusual bird on the property, the Cedar
Waxwing is one of the most attractive birds we get to handle. My favourite bird though?
Without doubt, the Orange-crowned Warbler. It was at least seventeen years before I saw
one for sure, and it was very special to find one in the net early one Saturday morning!

I can’t finish this article without first thanking Bill Wilson for his tireless efforts
organizing the monitoring of the various trails running through the property. It is also
incumbent upon me to thank Georg Hentsch, his daughter Erika, and Brett Fried, birder
turned trainee bander. Their dedication has ensured the success of this project. A further
note of thanks is due to Sharon, Patti and Peter, without whose support and
encouragement, this project would not have got off the ground.

So, as the fall season winds down, we are looking forward to next spring, and perhaps to
your visit to learn more about this project. Feel free to drop in, say hello, and feel the
magic of being up close with those amazing creatures, birds!

Fruit eating NAWA Photo courtesy of John Woodcock
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THUNDER CAPE BIRD OBSERVATORY 2008 ANNUAL REPORT
(http://www.tbfn.net/tcbotbfn.htm)

John Woodcock — Program Coordinator

350 Harold St. N, Thunder Bay, ON P7C 4C6

johntbaywoodcock@hotmail.com

General Information:

Thunder Cape Bird Observatory (TCBO) is located at the tip of the Sibley Peninsula
jutting south into Lake Superior about 25 km east of the city of Thunder Bay. Situated on
Coast Guard land, it lies just outside the boundary of Sleeping Giant Provincial Park on
the edge of the Boreal Forest. The Cape is isolated, accessible only by boat or a 13km
hike. Spring banding begins in late-April and ends on June 11" fall banding starts
August 1* and ends late-October. The protocol followed incorporates a six hour
migration watch with trapping and banding. Birds are captured with 14 mist-nets, 8§ hawk
nets, 2 Helgoland traps, a ‘jay’ trap, and 8 ground traps. In the fall (Sept. 15 to late-
October) Northern Saw-whet Owls are captured in an array of 8 nets associated with an
audio lure. TCBO is a full member of the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network.

Spring Synopsis

Spring migration monitoring began May 1*" and ran continuously until June 1 1™ This
was the 4™ busiest (banding) season of 16 spring seasons at the Cape with 3,812 birds
banded of 90 species/forms (above average). Three species accounted for 38% of the
birds banded: Chipping Sparrow 20%, Myrtle Warbler 11%, & Blue Jay 7%. Daily
banding totals were moderately low in early-May averaging 42 birds banded per day.
May 11" to the 15™ were busy days with about 175 birds banded per day. Averages of 90
birds per day were banded May 16™ to the 24™. During the last week of May an average
of 170 birds per day were banded. There were 12 days when over 100 birds were banded.
The peak species date was May 26, when 65 species were documented. The highest ET
occurred on June 7, attributable in part to over 700 Cedar Waxwing observed that day.

The weather in May was cooler than average with no scarcity of rain, frost, and a little
snow. A large number of warblers arrived May 25" and were detained for a few days due
to cold, wet weather. On the cold, rainy days of May 26 (3 — 7C) & May 27 (0 —7C),
following a day of rain May 25 (6C), four species of warbler were observed feeding at a
hummingbird feeder. A few dead birds were found the morning of May 26, malnourished
and presumably hypothermic. For 3 days slices of orange & banana were put out on the
railings of the deck near the hummingbird feeder upon which Tennessee Warbler,
Nashville Warbler, Cape May Warbler, Northern Parula, Scarlet Tanager & Baltimore
Oriole were observed feeding. Some of the Tennessee Warblers continued to come to the
hummingbird feeder for an additional week. Fair weather prevailed most of June.

Higher than average numbers of vireos, blue jays, nuthatch, flycatchers, cedar waxwings,
some warblers, and goldfinch were banded. The first Ruby-throated Hummingbird of the

season was observed on May 13™. The first Monarch Butterfly of the season was sighted

on June 5%,
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Eight volunteers contributed a total of 202 volunteer days.

Spring Highlights

First ever banded at the Cape in the spring:

White-winged Dove (1) May 27%

Three-toed Woodpecker (1) May 17"

Unusual Species banded:

Red-bellied Woodpecker (1) June 3™, 1 other banded spring 2004
White-breasted Nuthatch (3) May 1%, 14™ & 29"
Prairie Warbler (1) May 29", 1 other spring banding 2006
LeConte’s Sparrow (1) May 7"
Field Sparrow (1) May 12, 2 other spring bandings 1995 & 1997
Lark Sparrow (2) May 13 & 24"

Vesper Sparrow (1) May 14™

Oregon Junco (1) May 18™

Highest totals ever banded at the Cape in the spring:

Ring-billed Gull (20)

Black-backed Woodpecker (1)
Hairy Woodpecker (2)
Blue-headed Vireo (12)

Red-eyed Vireo (63)

Traill’s Flycatcher (41)

Least Flycatcher (18)
Olive-sided Flycatcher (8)
Red-breasted Nuthatch (45)
White-breasted Nuthatch (3)

Table 1. Spring totals of individuals and species/forms banded (1995-2008)

Northern Parula (10)
Yellow Warbler (30)
Myrtle Warbler (438)
Blackpoll Warbler (16)
Scarlet Tanager (4)
Lark Sparrow (2)
Clay-colored Sparrow (24)
Savannah Sparrow (98)
Red-winged Blackbird (37)
American Goldfinch (129)

Year 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008
Individuals | 1707 | 3951 | 1042 | 658 | 1118 | 947 | 1783 | 4486 | 1240 | 3761 | 2801 | 1905 | 3259 | 3812
Species 75 83 76 71 72 72 76 86 81 96 79 87 91 90
Table 2. The 20 most abundant bird species banded in spring 2008, with
comparative totals from previous years
Rank | Species (overall spring ranking
2008 [1992 —2007) 2008200720062005200412003 200220012000
1 | Chipping Sparrow (1) 7701561129914731698|159]1436|306|242
2 | Myrtle Warbler (5) 436|1441205|184|249| 62 [255] 78 | 33
3 |Blue Jay (4) 266|395/1881105|233| 36 {290} 35| 23
4 |Nashville Warbler (8) 1401167] 39 | 75 |161] 20 |129] 16 | 27
5 | American Goldfinch (24) 124132169149 |39 18|48 25|15
6 |Tennessee Warbler (10) 116138 3 | 2 {36] 2 |12]13 ] 0
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Table 2. The 20 most abundant bird species banded in spring 2008, with

comparative totals from previous years

Rank | Species (overall spring ranking
2008 [1992 —2007) 2008200720062005 2004!2003 200220012000j
7a | American Redstart (7) 1141133192 | 21 | 72 {104]103] 80 | 71
7b | Purple Finch (18) 1141 4 127169129 6 (40|76 4
8 |Cedar Waxwing (22) 1131210112 9 |24 ] 4 ] 9 |64 ] 2
9 | Pine Siskin (2) o 99 127 | 7 {1041 30 | 11 |138]580] 13
10 |Savannah Sparrow (14) 98 163 |33]|56|89[37]43]26]39
11 | Western Palm Warbler (13) 93 165|104] 58 [133]31]50]29]22
12 | White-throated Sparrow (12) 91 177751808547 [142] 16 | 44
13 |Cape May Warbler (9) 73161 112116145 9 127 5| 8
14 |Slate-colored Junco (3) 631 2 | 13|14 |109{105{1172 11 ] O
15 |Red-eyed Vireo (33) 611343 [12138}10]15[13] 9
16 |Magnolia Warbler (11) 54 1118|142 128 |76 |37 |73]26]33
17 |Red-breasted Nuthatch (39) 4514411 1912313127141 0
18 | Black-and-White Warbler (19) 41166129124 165]127]125]113]20
19a | Ruby-crowned Kinglet (20) 3915815411662 |55]17]| 6 | 26
19b | Traill’s Flycatcher (31) 391361181 8 |24 9 | 5| 7 |15

Spring Recaptures
There was one foreign recovery:

2490-67163 AMGO banded in Texas Dec. 21 2007

Ten birds were recovered that were banded at Thunder Cape in other seasons:

0526-98803 HERG banded May 18 2006
2440-61566 RBNU banded Aug. 12 2006
2460-14219 BCCH banded Oct. 2 2006
2460-14369 BCCH banded Oct. 17 2006
1461-09357 SWTH banded June 7 2006
2470-80868 MYWA banded Aug. 11 2006
2520-20174 MYWA banded May 18 2007
2520-20648 MY WA banded May 25 2007
2480-06342 AMRE banded Aug. 11 2007
2330-26916 AMRE banded Aug. 1 2005

Fall Synopsis

Fall migration monitoring began on August 1% and ran continuously until October 27"
Banding totals were the third lowest in TCBO’s 18 years of operation. This was only the
second time that spring banding totals exceeded fall banding totals, as also happened in
1996. The weather was fair through most of August. The month began with average
numbers of warblers (NAWA, MAWA, MYWA, BTNW & CAWA) that all but
disappeared about mid-month. After a 2-week lull, other species trickled in to the end of
September (BAWW, AMRE, OVEN & MOWA). Four species accounted for 25% of the
total catch: Golden-crowned Kinglet 7.4%, Northern Saw-whet Owl 6.4%, Western Palm
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Warbler 6.1% & Nashville Warbler 5.5%. An average of 28 birds per day were banded in
August, capture rates declined during the second half of August. Capture rates returned to
an average of 51 per day in September & then declined to 30 per day in October. There

were only 3 days when over 100 birds were banded: Sept. 13 & 25 when 211 & 375 birds
were banded respectively and Oct. 15 when 157 were banded. Over 80% of all SCJU

banded this fall were banded on Sept. 25. The highest ET occurred on October 15,

attributable in part to over 4,100 Pine Siskin observed that day. The peak species date

was September 25 when 68 species were documented.
The last Ruby-throated Hummingbird of the season was observed on Sept. 16™.
Seventeen volunteers contributed a total of 288 volunteer days.

Fall Highlights

First ever banded at the Cape in the fall:
House Finch (1)

Townsend’s Warbler (1)

Wood Thrush (1)

Table 3. Fall totals of individuals and species/forms banded (1994-2008).

Year 1994/1995]1996/1997]1998|1999|2000{2001{2002]2003]20042005]2006/2007

2008{Mean

individuals|4303/9185|3607|4879]|2482|4063|2322{6844|4502|7124|5333|6817|4921|7819

3521} 5181

Species 86| 101} 85| 92| 89 101] 89 93] 92| 101] 92| 97| 94| 112

100] 94

Table 4. The 20 most abundant birds banded in the fall 2008, with comparative totals

from previous years.

Ranki{Species (overall fall ranking 1991 —2007)[200820072006{2005[2004{2003[2002{2001{2000
1 |Golden-crowned Kinglet (10) 2601 92 |587(2131485[117|383[198| 87
2 [Northern Saw-whet Owl (3 ) 227148114221360]137[5731413|285]350
3 [Western Palm Warbler (4 ) 21513881218{304133{380|195{168| 36
4 |Nashville Warbler (8) 19415921195|792{189|171] 96 | 75 | 40
5 [Myrtle Warbler (5) 1813711258 1466]|18413431161| 81 | 38
6 |Brown Creeper (15) 1761134119211561119(129|144|126| 90
7 |Chipping Sparrow (14 ) 149124512661190| 86 | 74 | 127] 60 | 13
8 |Slate-colored Junco (2) 1391403 47 |515|886|487)|138]762{100
9 |American Redstart (6 ) 138261 |181{149] 91 |253217{245}140

10a {Savannah Sparrow (12 ) 127268 120812691021{204|192{187| 59
10b |Sharp-shinned Hawk (7 ) 1271119] 60 [126] 94 [203|119]150]120
11 [Black-capped Chickadee (1) 1161483203 70 |545]1143| 106 [2602] 148
12 [Red-breasted Nuthatch (13 ) 84 1137)182] 47 {170]143| 13 | 44 | 30
13 |Magnolia Warbler (17) 79 1123192 1103|164 | 82 | 68 | 94 | 56
14 [Swainson’s Thrush (11) 73 1363197 |153{116]273| 60 | 61 | 54
15 [Black and White Warbler (24 ) 64 1140 76 | 84 | 45|78 169 | 35| 21
16 [Blue Jay (26) 58 1202 72 [157| 83 1 90 | 41 | 32 | 17
17 [Blackpoll Warbler (21) 57 12061 30 {244| 85 {104 36 | 35| 14
18 |[Traill’s Flycatcher (25) 53 1159 52 [109]| 45|48 |27 |85 |17
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Table 4. The 20 most abundant birds banded in the fall 2008, with comparative totals

from previous years.
Ranki{Species (overall fall ranking 1991 —2007)2008 2007[2006{2005{2004{2003{2002{2001{2000,
19 [Tennessee Warbler (9) 51 |215]|164|625148]397|199| 52 {114
Fall Recaptures

There were 7 foreign recoveries:

0724-13447 NSWO banded near Dora Lake, Minnesota
0894-64823 NSWO banded near Dora Lake, Minnesota
0894-33850 NSWO banded Oct. 8 2004 near Arnold, Minnesota; also banded on the left

with:

0844-76225 NSWO banded Nov. 22 2004 near Tofte, Minnesota as AHY
0904-02627 NSWO
0924-05474 NSWO banded Nov. 5 2007 near Cape May, New Jersey as HY
1116-46589 HERG banded June 3 2008 near Marquette, Michigan as a nestling
1583-74157 SSHA banded Oct. 6 2006 near Arnold, Minnesota as SY

There were 5 recaptures of birds banded in previous seasons at Thunder Cape:

0924-46903 NSWO recaptured 09 28 2008 banded 10 22 2007
2330-26916 AMRE recaptured 08 18 2008 banded 08 01 2005
2460-14219 BCCH recaptured 09 30 2008 banded 10 02 2006
2460-14369 BCCH recaptured 09 30 2008 banded 10 17 2006
2460-06716 BTNW recaptured 08 07 2008 banded 08 22 2007

Table 5. Recent recoveries of birds banded at Thunder Cape Bird Observatory

Band # When banded | Species When recovered | Where recovered
0972-38379 | September 29 2007 | BLJA October 22 2007 | Two Harbours, Minnesota
2330-28363 Apr. 25 2007 | BRCR Apr. 20 2007 | McHenry, Illinois
0967-13403 Oct. 22007 | CACG Dec. 2007 | Katy, Texas

8051-98299 June 10 2006 | GTTO January 2 2007 | Mountain Lake, Minnesota
2530-24302 | September 8 2007 | MYWA April 30 2008 | Blacksburg, South Carolina
0924-46016 Sept. 18 2006 | NSWO Sept. 28 2006 | Amold, Minnesota
0924-46174 Oct. 4 2006 | NSWO Oct. 24 2006 | Arnold, Minnesota
0924-46238 Oct. 10 2006 | NSWO Oct. 24 2006 | Amold, Minnesota
0924-12905 Oct. 92005 | NSWO Mar. 16 2007 | Whitefish Point, Michigan
0924-12756 Sept. 29 2005 | NSWO Mar. 23 2007 | Whitefish Point, Michigan
1343-69064 Oct. 17 2002 | NSWO Mar. 24 2007 | Whitefish Point, Michigan
0924-46171 Oct. 42006 | NSWO May 19 2007 | Whitefish Point, Michigan
0924-46006 Sept. 15 2006.| NSWO Oct. 4 2007 | Duluth, Minnesota
0924-46663 October 5 2007 | NSWO October 13 2007 | Hawk Ridge, Duluth, Minnesota
Table 5. Recent recoveries of birds banded at Thunder Cape Bird Observatory Continued
0924-46716 October 52007 | NSWO October 13 2007 | Stevens Point, Wisconsin
0924-46483 Sept. 28 2007 | NSWO Oct. 20 2007 | Babcock, Wisconsin
0924-12879 Oct. 8 2005 | NSWO Nov. 72007 | Duluth, Minnesota
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1343-67079 Sept. 28 1999 | NSWO Nov. 8 2007 | Duluth, Minnesota

0924-46521 October 1 2007 | NSWO April 19 2008 | Whitefish Point, Michigan
0924-46648 October 5 2007 | NSWO April 27 2008 | Cedar Falls, Iowa
1343-69757 Sept. 2 2005 | SSHA Sept. 25 2006 | Arnold, Minnesota
1373-15953 Sept. 8 2003 | SSHA Apr. 24 2007 | Whitefish Point, Michigan
1343-69755 Aug. 192005 | SSHA Apr. 29 2007 | Whitefish Point, Michigan

1493-23488 August 28 2007 | SSHA September 1 2007 | Hawk Ridge, Duluth, Minnesota

1493-23517 | September 19 2007 | SSHA | September 24 2007 | Hawk Ridge, Duluth, Minnesota

2420-36099 Sept. 12 2005 | TEWA Oct. 28 2006 | Chiriqui, Panama
2350-66035 Aug. 62004 | YWAR Jun.27 2007 | Current River, Ontario
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Rock Point Bird Banding Station Fall 2008
James A. Smith B.A. M.Ed.

Effort

As can be seen by the chart below our daily hourly effort was lower than expected. On
days when we were catching we continued longer than the expected 6 hours but generally
when net round were consistently zero around 11 or closer to noon we closed up. An
exception of course is later Fall when we often did not leave until 1300 or 1400. In any
case taking the number of days and dividing them into the net hours then dividing that by
the number of nets gives an average for the day.

Looking at previous years I was surprised to find about the same average number of
hours per days of banding. I’m not sure why the hours per day are as low particularly
pre-2005 years.

On most days I am the only one who can do census and since I feel that I never see the
birds that are often caught in the nets I have petitioned to not have to do census at Rock
Point. It was not done this season being consistent with what has happened since my
operation in 2006.

Totals by Month for Fall 2008

month Banding Net Hours | Birds Banded | Birds/100ne | Effort
days t hrs.

July 8 524 324 62 Av.4hrs/day summer
August 20 1258 490 39 Av.4hrs/day summer
September 23 1732 723 45 Av.5hrs/day
October 17 1084 612 57 Av. 4hrs/day
November 3 212 71 34 Av. 4hrs/day
Total 71 4810 2220 46 Av. 4hrs/day
Looking at Previous Years
Year Birds Net Birds/100 net hours | Banding Effort

Banded hours days
2000 3,506 5,585 63 100 6hrs/day
2001 5,109 5,571 92 82 Shrs/day
2002 3,467 4,684 74 70 Shrs/day
2003 3,340 5,068 66 75 4hrs/day
2004 3,204 4,105 78 61 4hrs/day
2005 1,194 1,498 80 not repres. Yr.
2006 1,954 2,104 93 52 3hrs/day
2007 2,603 4,520 58 57 4hrs/day
2008 2,220 4,810 46 71 4hrs/day
Equipment

We continued, as in the past, with the same net locations. We ran 16 nets which were all
12 meters long and either 5 panel Polish or Finnish 4 panel. An exception was a North
Ronaldsay net which I used in one location. I will be using more of this type of net next
year. Nets are in groups of 2 nets to one location giving 8 net locations.
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A Finnish net put up in July was brown by mid August and had to be replaced. This is
the first time that I have had this problem with Finnish nets. One other nets had deer go
through so I now have a 4 panel net where once I had a 5.

No ground traps or J-trap were used this season. One nest box produced 5 Screech Owls
and Mama was also banded.

Net poles had the guy strings attached to eyelets at the top of the pole which made it
easier to get around the nets. It also made it easier to replace nets or to adjust to any
position on the pole. Unfortunately it also resulted in some net poles looking rather like a
bow. Those poles will be replaced by heavier poles as needed.

A grant from T.D. Friends of the Environment Foundation allowed us to replace the
roof on the banding shed. With my son Alex’s help this was accomplished resulting in a
more attractive and waterproof roof.

A new computer was also purchased with money from T.D. Friends of the
Environment Foundation. The computer is used to look up numbers from birds which
have been re-caught. The computer also gives us a dedicated computer for banding data.
Boardwalks were extended and improved also with the grant from T.D. Friends of the
Environment Foundation. Alex Smith was responsible for making those boardwalks.

Although new solar panels were not on our original proposal, careful handling of grant
founds allowed us to purchase two which now give us a reliable source of electricity.
Marcel Morgenstern, my son-in-law, installed them on our new roof.

A grant from Ontario Trillium Fund and a donation of $1,000 by Niagara Trailer
allowed us to purchase a 19 foot house trailer to be used by volunteers or others wishing
to experience banding. Katherine Robbins and Sarah Johnson painted the shed and
Katherine put a Common Yellowthroat picture on the side of the building.

Habitat Maintenance

The bushes cut back last Fall and Spring grew back beautifully and with more branches
than previously. The wet summer resulted in more water over the whole banding area.
Fruit this Fall was plentiful on many bushes and even the High-bush Cranberry which
was blighted a couple of years ago has grown back with fruit. Bushes are trimmed as
needed to keep the net lanes open. Bushes next to the net lanes will again be topped this
fall and winter in order to try and maintain the same height as previously.

The addition of droning small training planes starting around 6 a.m. and continuing all
day may have had an impact on our season. The planes are from a Taiwanese training
school located at not enough distance from our station. Some days are worse than others
depending on what aspect of training is being carried out. Higher nets may eliminate the
problem.

Recaptures
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These are birds which were banded at Rock Point and are re-caught at a later date. We
processed a total of 357 birds this season. We do not process birds which were caught
less than 24 hours after being first banded. As is usual, most birds that are re-caught were
banded in the current year. Exceptions are birds that normally return to breed in the area
or are resident. Such would probably be the case with the Blue Jay banded in 2001.

The chart below shows the number of birds caught per year. This does not take into
account multiple catches of the same bird over the season.

Year |2000 2001 2002 |2003 |2004 |2005 {2006 |2007 |2008

Birds | 0 3 1 6 5 6 10 34 292

The statement about multiple catches is best illustrated by looking at Black-capped
Chickadees. Of the 41 Chickadees that were re-caught in the season, 20 were re-captured
more than once. An individual # 2490-42410 was actually re-caught and processed 9
times. Five individuals were processed at least 5 times. Eleven birds were re-caught at
least three times. Obviously resident in the area, attracted to the feeder, and poor
memory retention as to the net location. These re-captures occurred over the season and
not in a short one or two day span.

The older birds were: 2001....Yellow Warbler x2
Northern Cardinal
2002....Blue Jay
2003....Gray Catbird x2
Yellow Warbler
American Redstart
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
White-throated Sparrow
2004....American Goldfinch x2
House Finch x2
Yellow Warbler
In the list are mostly resident breeding birds. Two that are significant are the American
Redstart and White-throated Sparrow which are probably migrants that are passing
through the area. A re-trapped Redstart of this age is significant by itself.

Foreign Recaptures

These are birds which are banded at another location and are re-caught at Rock Point.
Roswitha found a Herring Gull band on the beach which will be sent in.

One other bird was a Yellow Warbler, which has come up as unknown with band number
1151-23601. This is the wrong band size for Yellow Warbler. This one will just have to
stay unknown since the banding office had no record of the band.

A Magnolia Warbler caught on September 20 with band number 2480-69812 appears
foreign and I am waiting on information on the bird.

Recoveries

These are birds banded at Rock Point and recovered at some other location.

Tim Vanderweinde reported a band from a Gray Catbird which was found dead on the
road next to the park.

Ontario Bird Banding — 2009 Volume 40

32



Migration Monitoring

This is the work that is to be done and sent into Bird Studies Canada in relation to the
Migration Monitoring Network. This includes banding, recoveries, casual observation,
and census. Since this aspect is highly interested in neo-tropical migrants my census adds
little or no birds to my overall Daily Total for each species. It was deemed more
scientific to taper of census by doing a set number each year. Since I have already
implemented a no to little census since my operation in 2006 I consider that this aspect
has been covered. I can see this making very little difference to data which has been
submitted in the past or any that will be submitted in the future.

Casual Observation continues to be an essential component of the day requiring
individuals to take count of species and numbers seen throughout the day. This will also
include any species seen on trips to the Washroom near the Lake. A more concentrated
effort will be made to eliminate known breeding birds from the casual observation. This
may be difficult but in the spring will rely on song more than sight. A breeding bird
survey may be taken of the banding site on a weekly basis.

Daily banding, as in the past contributes more species and numbers than any other
component of migration monitoring other than casual observation when flocks are
visible.

Additional Scientific Work

We were not involved with any collaborative work requiring us to collect or submit
additional data. John Black requested banding data in relation to a book being written on
the birds of the Niagara Peninsula. I continue my interest in means of ageing
birds/sexing birds by means of feathers. My trip in October to Northern Ireland added to
this knowledge and I am anxious to try some techniques used for sexing similar European
species. I continue to train new banders as I am approached or as volunteers become
available to me.

A swift chimney is being considered and if accepted will add another component to Rock
Point.

New nest boxes for Tree Swallow/Bluebirds will be erected through the winter and will
be monitored through the nesting period.

Qutreach

Our main outreach this season has been through the web page
www.geocities.com/rockpointbanding/ The web page was updated with pictures and the
day’s catch almost every day. We have had over 3,000 hits to this page over the few
years it has been up. Our highest daily was 35 hits which is not fantastic but does show
that the web is being used. If someone checks the Haldimand web page they can bounce
to either Rock Point or Ruthven who also maintain their own page.

The Harrier is also a source for all Haldimand station to have their data published and to
keep closer contact with what it going on in Haldimand. This publication comes out
twice a year after the Spring and Fall migration.
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Enlightening visitors to what we are doing as they come to our stations is also very good
publicity. Rock Point had surprisingly few visitors this season although some people did
make it out of the camping area and into the banding area.

Banding Shed with new roof and solar  Katherine painting the shed and the mural she painted
Panel. on the side.

Banding Statistics for the Last 9 Years

Species Fall 00 Fall 01 Fall 02 Fall 03 Fall 04 Fall 05 Fall 06 Fall 07 Fall 08
American Woodcock 1 1 0 1 2 0 0 2
Virginia Rail 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 3 1 5 2 0 0 2 0
Mourning Dove 2 7 1 2 1 0 2 1 1
Northern Saw-whet Owl 0 2 0 2 2 6 0 0
Black-billed Cuckoo 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 0 0 0 0 1. 2 0 0
Hairy Woodpecker 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
Downy Woodpecker 8 17 9 9 5 6 7 9 9
Red-headed Woodpecker 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 0 1 2 0 4 0 1 0
Yellow-shafted Flicker 1 5 2 1 0 0 1 1 3
Eastern Kingbird 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 0
Great Crested Flycatcher 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 2 0
Eastern Phoebe 1 10 0 1 5 1 0 2
Eastern Wood-Pewee 3 1 3 3 1 0 1 1 2
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 11 11 15 4 8 5 4 16 8
Acadian Flycatcher 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 , 0
Willow Flycatcher 21 4

Alder Flycatcher 5 0

Traill's Flycatcher 49 67 37 54 26 29 12 51 60
Least Flycatcher 32 23 19 20 13 10 5 14 18
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Species Fall00 Fall01 Fall02 Fall 03 Fall 04 Fall 05 Fall 06 Fall 07 Fall 08

Blue Jay 34 42 20 11 11 4 12 14 3
European Starling 25 22 0 6 0 2 0 2 6
Brown-headed Cowbird 7 6 4 2 0 2 0 1 0
Red-winged Blackbird 14 34 3 1 0 1 0 0
Orchard Oriole 0 4 0 0 0 8 0 0
Baltimore Oriole 8 44 14 4 1 15 2 22 8
Rusty Blackbird 0 0 1 1 -0 0 0 2
Common Grackle 21 42 4 16 6 2 0 1 3

Year 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08
Purple Finch 4 132 2 11 7 6 0 10 2
House Finch 11 74 78 41 26 5 4 6 3
White-winged Crossbill 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Common Redpoll 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
American Goldfinch 833 536 390 340 266 72 136 249 250
Pine Siskin 1 93 0 1 125 0 0 4 6
Eastern White-crowned 14 36 23 8
Spar 21 45 65 126 74

White-throated Sparrow 195 250 260 321 336 79 203 221 178
American Tree Sparrow 20 65 17 14 39 19 11 10 11

Chipping Sparrow 0 0 0 3 3 0 1 9 2
Field Sparrow 2 8 12 6 9 4 3 4 2
Slate-colored Junco 76 93 95 123 92 18 182 44 50
Song Sparrow 149 126 95 - 86 130 54 108 81 94
Lincoln's Sparrow 12 18 17 13 14 4 8 3 8
Swamp Sparrow 74 75 48 46 83 23 89 41 42
Fox Sparrow | 7 5 13 12 2 6 7 11
Eastern Towhee 1 5 1 2 1 0 0 1
Northern Cardinal 26 37 24 28 19 18 13 24
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 13 33 14 23 25 15 6 23 17
Indigo Bunting 4 2 4 2 6 1 4 4 1
Scarlet Tanager 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 4 1
Tree Swallow 0 0 0 28 0 0 0 0
Cedar Waxwing 33 140 85 81 85 32 44 66 77
Northern Shrike 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0
Red-eyed Vireo 25 52 51 33 21 10 28 93 40
Philadelphia Vireo 9 14 13 8 5 4 7 34 11
Warbling Vireo 20 83 18 31 9 32 5 53 27
Yellow-throated Vireo 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Blue-headed Vireo 14 13 11 4 15 1 3 11 7
White-eyed Vireo 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0
Black-and-White Warbler 6 21 14 5 5 6 2 8 3
Blue-winged Warbler 0 4 0 1 1 0 0 1 1
Golden-winged Warbler 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nashville Warbler 59 64 76 57 51 12 32 51 36
Orange-crowned Warbler 12 26 24 21 22 1 5 13 4
00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08
5
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Species

Tennessee Warbler
Northern Parula

Cape May Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Black-throated Blue
Warbler

Myrtle

Magnolia Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Black-throated Green
Warbl

Western Palm Warbler
Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush
Connecticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Yellow-breasted Chat
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler
American Redstart
House Sparrow
Northern Mockingbird
Gray Catbird

Brown Thrasher
Carolina Wren

House Wren

Winter Wren

Marsh Wren

Brown Creeper

‘White-breasted Nuthatch
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Eastern Tufted Titmouse
Black-capped Chickadee
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Wood Thrush

Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Gr.cheeked/Bicknell's Thru
Swainson's Thrush

Fall 00 Fall 01 Fall 02 Fall 03 Fall 04 Fall05 Fall06 Fall 07 Fall 08

18

2

9
285

11
65
104
11

180
240
1
0
3
17
5
39

15
1
22
908

19
171
119
22

42

0
288
0
9
39
11
0
18
01
6
32
4
131
257
194
2
2
15
21
0
44
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2

10

203

37
138
143
21
4
18
1

13
15
26
10
2
5
86
0
51
8
95
0
0
216
2
5
42
21
2
17
02
1

0
44
157

347

0
3
0
15
1
33

16
1
12
220

13
43
111

9
1
24
1

RoFwwohoaowa

1
53

1

0

272

2
1
40
14
1
18
03
1
25
0
36

119

355
0
9
8

15
1
41

12
0
4

26

20
62
142
16
1

23
04
0
10
1
31
202
307
0
1
7
43
0
48

4 8
0 1
0 2

207 34
3 8
17 11
15 70
5 6
0 3
2 6
1 1
1 4
0 4
5 7
1 4
1 0
1 3
25 34
0 0
10 26
7 0
18 24
0 2
0 0
131 184
1 0
1 2
26 19
3 8
0 1
6 11
05 06
1 2
0 2
0 0
40 59
27 81
21 255
1 0
0 0
4 4
6 10
0 0
16 10

24
3
7

91

46

19
120
17
4
33
3
10

4
19
11

10
57

35
13
45

227

1
1
27

13

07

27

69
73

191

11
15

50

2

0

1
139
28

35
80

24
11
53
19

14
36

285

RPEoroRuout—w

107

15

42
36.



Species Fall 00 Fall 01 Fall 02 Fall 03 Fall 04 Fall 05 Fall 06 Fall 07 Fall 08

Hermit Thrush 49 34 43 34 95 10 54 23 23
American Robin 35 53 40 83 23 51 9 60 51
Eastern Bluebird 0 8 5 0 0 0 0 : 0
Sedge Wren 1
Eastern Screech Owl 6

3506 5109 3467 3340 3204 1194 1954 2603 2220
5585 5571 4684 5068 4105 1498 2104 4520 4810
63 92 74 65 78 80 93 57 46

Top 10 species for Fall 2008

1. Gray Catbird...............coovevennn..n 285
2. American Goldfinch................ 250

3. White-throated Sparrow....... 178

4. Yellow Warbler........................ 139
5. Ruby-crowned Kinglet.......... 107

6. Song Sparrow...........ccceeiininnnn. 94
7. Magnolia Warbler................... 80

8. Cedar Waxwing.............c......... 77

9. Golden-crowned Kinglet....... 66

10. Traill’s Flycatcher.................... 60

Interpretation of Banding Totals

Well the most significant thing about the above totals is the fact that we had more net
hours but fewer birds. The birds per 100 net hours which tends to equalize results shows
Fall 2008 as the poorest with only 45 birds per 100 nets hours. Let’s hope that this trend
does not continue the downward slope from last year.

At no time this season did we have a big day which is translated as a day with over a
hundred birds. Our highest total was on September 10 with 76 banded birds of 25
species. Most of the Wood Warblers are lower in numbers as compared to last year.
Yellow Warbler was an exception.

Looking over the table it is noticeable that most species are down. Vireo species in
particular show a decline from last year. Sparrows are about the same except for Eastern
Crowned Sparrow that we caught very few of this season. Many variables can account
for a decline over one year. It is when totals are compared over more than 5 years that
trends tend to become noticeable. When the trends are combined for all Canadian
Migration Monitoring Stations and show a drop is when conservation measures have to
be initiated to preserve the habitat and prevent further decline.

A note in passing is the fact that we did not band any young Blue Jays this year although
they were in the area and did appear to be breeding.

Looking Towards 2009
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I think that a lot has been accomplished, as planned, for 2008.

For 2009:

¢ Volunteers starting May 1 and going to the end of June.

August 20 and going to end of October.

o Increased publicity as to banding days and staying in the trailer.

e Building and installation of Swift chimney.

e Building and installation of nest boxes.

o Increased effort in longer days.

e A collaborative scientific study. (Hopefully)

Field Hours

Jim Smith............l 375 Alex Smith......cooovieeis ciiiiinL, 11
Roswitha Matuschek.................... 220 RobKuret.....coooveiiiiiiiiiiinainn. 11
Sarah Johnson........................... 200 Margaret Heslin............. ............. 9
Jennifer Clark..............c.oooL 89 Gerda Smith...............Ll 8
Katherine Robbins...................... 75 Steve Gillis....ocoviuiiiiininaninannnn., 6
Rick Young......c.cccoiiiiiiiiinnn.n. 74 Bev Stepenson.......c.c.coocvuians cennn. 3
Dora Young......ccoevevnivieeninnannnnnn. 71 Lorraine Feenstra......................... 3
Richard JOOS......ccveeenviniiiinennnnn... 22 Liz Vanderwoulde..................... 3
Total Volunteer Hours 1,180 For Fall 2007...1,012

Again I am thankful for the volunteers who have helped me this past season. 1 no
longer want to band by myself and the above people have made the banding days
go more smoothly and more enjoyably. The camaraderie is most enjoyable.

Jim Smith, that’s me, I have completed my 9™ Fall season.
Roswitha Matuschek has completed her 8" year.

Sarah Johnson was an English volunteer who stayed through September and
October. She moved from Canada to Argentina and is volunteering there. She
will then go to Easter Islands, Fiji, New Zealand, South Africa and will be back in
England in June of next year. What an adventure.
Katherine Robbins is a Canadian volunteer who helped out through October. She
is also responsible for the Common Yellowthroat mural on the side of the banding

shed.

Jennifer Clark stayed through August and is from Scotland.
Rick and Dora Young have also completed their 8" year.
Richard Joos is a Toronto bander who has now completed his North American
Bander Council evaluation as both a bander and a trainer. Congratulations to
Richard. Richard and I had many discussions over feathers and the finer points in

ageing birds.

Alex Smith is my son and he and I worked together to put the new roof on the
banding shed. He is also responsible for much of the boardwalk system that has

been built.

Rob Kuret comes occasionally as his schedule permits.
Margaret Heslin comes with Richard Joos and takes some very good pictures.
Gerda Smith is my wife and helps in more ways than are indicated by the 8 field

hours attributed to her.

Steve Gillis helped at the Toronto Bird Observatory and checked us out for a day

in which he extracted, and banded.

Bev Stephenson came out and seemed interested in helping.
Lorraine Feenstra and Liz Vanderwoulde are both birders who drop in and do

whatever is available at the time.
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ONTARIO COOPERATIVE BANDING PROGRAM

ONTARIO BANDING RESULTS FOR 2008
Dr. J. Chris Davies
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources

In 2008 the Ontario Cooperative Banding Project operated 13 duck banding
stations in 11 MNR District/Areas. All of these stations were bait-trapping
operations. These were the same stations that were operated in 2007 except
stations in Kirkland Lake and Timmins were dropped from the schedule. In
addition to the bait stations, we also completed an airboat project that covered
most of eastern Ontario. Details on the airboat project are presented in a separate
report. This entire project is accomplished through a partnership among members
of the Atlantic Flyway Council, Mississippi Flyway Council, Canadian Wildlife
Service (CWS) and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (OMNR). The
OMNR Wildlife Research Section out of Peterborough coordinates the Ontario
Banding Program.

The spring of 2008 came early than average but May was very cool and damp,
particularly in NE Ontario. This likely resulted in the loss of broods and nests in
NE Ontario. The last half of the summer was average with normal water
conditions. Table 1 presents the numbers of ducks banded at each station in
Ontario in 2008 and Table 2 compares the 2008 results to Ontario banding records
for the past 20 years. 2008 was the poorest year on record in the past 30 years of
banding — see Table 2. All species, with the exception of wood ducks, were below
both the 5 and 10 year running averages.

The proportion of black ducks in the banding sample (5.0%) was one of the lowest
ever recorded and continued the long term negative trend in the number of black
duck bandings in Ontario. Table 3 presents a summary of the salary and expenses
incurred for each station. Costs per duck are similar to recent years with any
increase a direct result of fewer birds being banded. Table 4 (pages 7-19) show the
banding results including age distributions for each station. In normal years one
would expect 70-80% of birds banded to be HY birds. A quick review of the age
ratio data on Table 4 (last column on each Station Table) shows that for many
stations the age ratio was close to 50:50 or even lower suggesting a very poor
production year for ducks in Ontario.

In 2008, Ontario funding from the Cooperative Banding Fund and from the
Mississippi Black Duck Banding Fund. In addition, ON contributed $28.8K
(Canadian) to the airboat project plus salary support for the airboat crew. All
stations operated close to budget. The airboat project was successful banding over
2000 ducks. A separate report on that project is available. Wild fluctuations in the
exchange rate made 2008 a very challenging fiscal year and difficult to predict
actual available funds. None of the accounts were over-spent. WMI will be
providing the exact balances in time for the winter technical meetings.

In addition to the banding efforts ON also held what we believe was the first
accredited NABC workshop for Waterfowl Banders. We had over 30 participants
attend from both Canada and the US. Our thanks to Norm North and Leslie
Howes from the CWS who were instrumental in designing both the curriculum
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and the dreaded 100 question exam! We may have a short presentation on the
workshop to the full Technical Section in Maryland in February. We will use
feedback from this course to improve the course and intend to offer another NABC

accredited course in the summer of 2009.

Station Totals of Target Species for 2008

STATION | MALLARD | BLACK | MALL | WOOD | BW. | GW. PINTAIL | RINGD | OTHER | TOTA]
DUCK X DUCK | TEAL | TEAL NECK
BLACK
St. 15 0 0 64 116 26 0 0 99 320
Williams
Alymer 435 0 0 182 0 1 0 0 1 619
Luther 1 0 0 0 49 1 0 0 0 51
Hullett 57 1 0 50 10 33 0 0 0 151
Tiny - 168 4 0 56 23 38 0 0 0 289
Midhurst
Cornwall | 219 35 0 169 0 2 1 0 1 427
Thunder | 1495 195 33 0 15 5 19 6 461 2229
Bay
Temagami | 11 63 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 89
North Bay | 134 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 154
CWS 314 5 1 302 2 0 0 0 0 624
Airboat 711 61 1 442 238 212 3 131 224 2023
TOTAL | 3560 384 35 1280 453 318 23 137 786 6976

If there are any questions about this report or the attached tables, please contact
Dr. Chris Davies in Peterborou h at 705-755-

:é o ;,

Duck Banders writing dreaded 100 question NABC exam.
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Table 2

Comparison of Duck Banding Results for Ontario 1991- 2008

5-yr 10-yr
SPECIES 2008 | Avg Avg 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991
Mallard 3560 | 4914 5619 | 4673 4749 4999 6591 6363 5343 6492 6749 6674 10,126 11,411 9,799 8,793 8,097 9,114 7,662 8,284
Black Duck 384 537 670 | 460 543 590 710 530 932 759 782 1008 1022 1,292 800 902 1,007 1,300 1,528 1,424
Black x
Mallard 35 35 48 42 34 26 36 34 44 75 77 75 98 92 84 71 114 106 107 10¢
B.W. Teal 453 713 909 | 1034 510 766 804 710 1440 739 1862 775 1762 1940 1155 2,052 2,821 2,046 289 1,164
Northern
Pintail 23 26 25 26 7 22 50 34 15 20 16 32 71 26 45 15 26 32 43 4(
GW. Teal 318 224 257 198 140 168 294 248 352 191 326 333 613 493 432 423 230 335 206 16C
Wood Ducks 1280 | 1001 1141 934 602 978 1209 1249 1480 1484 1081 1111 1271 875 860 1,074 792 863 331 71E
Ring-necked .
Ducks 137 | 255 209 160 267 419 292 104 275 219 86 127 312 478 199 343 74 3 13 12
Other 786 | 687 655 880 790 627 352 548 765 950 696 151 349 557 228 183 140 64 20 1€
0 0
TOTAL 6976 | 8392 7642 8595 | 10,338 9,820 10,646 ‘ 10,929 11675 10,286 15624 17,164 13602 13,856 13,301 13,863 10,199 11,92¢
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SUMMARY OF THE FRIENDS OF ELLIOT LAKE NORTHERN SAW-
WHET OWL PROJECT
Jim Johuston

Abstract

In 2005, after receiving a proposal from southern Northern Saw Whet owl banders
who were interested in the origin of migrating owls, the Friends of Algoma East
(FAE) established this project, which initially proposed to set up a network of 100
Northern Saw Whet Owl nest boxes around the Elliot Lake Ontario area. To date
we have built and erected over 160 boxes and had three successful nesting owls of
which eleven chicks were banded.

Introduction

The Friends of Algoma East, a naturalist club located in Eliot Lake, Ontario were
asked to do a project on behalf of the Ontario Bird Banding Association which
involved gathering breeding locations and related data on these pygmy owls as
very little data on nesting Northern Saw Whet Owls is available, even though this
migratory owl is frequently banded during its migration. We were asked to build,
place, monitor and maintain 100 nest boxes and with great co-operation from so
many individuals, schools and groups have built over 160 boxes to date and more
volunteers for monitoring coming forward daily. Detailed record check lists are
provided to all those who adopt boxes and master data sheets are kept by the
Friends and passed on to the OBBA each year.

The main objectives of this project are as follows:

. To provide nesting opportunities for Northern Saw Whet Owls through
building, erecting and monitoring a network of nest boxes

. band any young prior to fledging

o determine migration data from these known nesting sites resulting from

band data from any Northern Saw Whet Owls recaptured on migration
Methodology

Initially the Friends of Algoma East, based in Elliot Lake, Ontario, assessed our
capabilities to implement this project and maintain it over a period of years.

The Friends of Algoma East first determined what was required to successfully
complete these objectives through thorough research on similar projects to assess
best potential habitat for box locations. This was done through substantial online
research, which resulted in a variety of recommendations regarding the preferred
habitat, construction and installation suggestions for nest boxes. Our research led
us to contact Randy Lauff of St Francis Xavier University in Nova Scotia, who
had been doing NSWO and Boreal Owl research for several years, for more
information.

We then determined best box design and construction method by examining
several patterns from various sources an eventually modifying the design to come
up with our preferred design.
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The next step was to develop a list of sources of construction materials and the
associated costs. Using the information that we gathered we put together estimates
of costs with or without donated materials. Our group then determined if local
businesses might donate some of the materials. This was done by contacting local
building supply and lumber mills to see what donations might be available. The
results were donations of almost all the required lumber to build the nest boxes.
Our main supplier was Midway Lumber in Thessalon which, after receiving a
description of the project, provided white pine ‘cutoffs’ that met our needs
perfectly. Domtar Sawmill in Nairn Center also provided some materials as well.

The next step was to determine funding would be available to support the project.
Since the ‘Friends’ did not have resources to fund the project we sought out
funding sources to assist with the project. We were able to include the NSWO
project under funding, which had been provided by Wildlife Habitat Canada &
Wetland Habitat Fund, for a variety of other habitat and wildlife projects that we
were already working on. This funding was a result of seed monies offered by Rio
Algoma BHP Billiton. We also received funding from Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources Community Fish & Wildlife Improvement Program.

The next actions taken by FAE was to determine which design would be used,
what materials were best, who would build the boxes, where they could be built
and stored until installation. At this time we realized that the magnitude of the
project required access to a suitable workshop with proper power tools. It was
decided that this was too much for our small group of volunteers, although
members did build a number of nest boxes to get us started. After research to find
out what local woodworking shops were around, we approached the local high
schools to see if their shop students would be able to assist us.

As aresult Elliot Lake Secondary School, the local English High School, agreed to
build boxes for us. Villa Francaise Des Jeunes, the local French High School, also
agreed to build boxes as part of their environmental and shop programs and
allowed our members to work with their students to build boxes, which provided
an excellent ‘intergenerational’ opportunity as well.

We used pine cutoffs donated from local mill, assembled with special decking
screws instead of nails, used a ‘hinged’ type front opening, did pre drilling of
mounting holes in the shop to allow side or back mounting in the field and used
lag bolts and washers for secure easy installations.

o S
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The local Home Hardware (Algoma Builders) offered space to store the boxes
until we were able to install them. After researching a number of designs and with
guidance from Randy Lauff, we modified a design which has now been used
throughout the project.

We then assessed what other equipment might be needed to implement the project
properly. We discussed methods of installation and equipment needed with Randy
Lauff and as a result we purchased folding - pack ladders, which made it much_
easier to carry the ladders into difficult bush areas. We also purchased a GPS unit
to record the locations of the boxes, as well as heavy duty cordless drill, driver
bits, sockets etc which were also needed to facilitate installation.

Our group discussions determined what documentation and record keeping best
met the needs of the project. Because we had already been doing detailed record
keeping with over 55 Wood Duck nest boxes and other wildlife monitoring
projects, we were able to produce an easy to use data capture process incorporating
additional details recommended by several contributors. In addition we document
all our projects with lots of photos. We also developed checklists of equipment
and hardware needed for installation and monitoring in order to avoid delays when
doing field work.

Safety concerns such as physical or biohazards were addressed. Volunteer safety
is a top priority on all our projects. From working along roadways, to unloading
and loading up equipment, the use of protective clothing such as leather gloves,
safety glasses or goggles, safety straps is an essential part of all of our
undertakings. When cleaning and monitoring boxes, the use of masks and
respirators if dealing with nests where pathogens might reside, rubber gloves to
protect the volunteer and to reduce transfer of scent to the nest box. We also kept a
fully equipped first aid kit, hand cleaners and disinfectants in the vehicle.

Our project covers a large and diverse area across NE Ontario including the
following areas:

Elliot Lake and surrounding area St Joseph Island

Blind River Echo Bay area

Iron Bridge Manitoulin Island

Massey Sudbury and surrounding areas
Spanish North Bay /West Nipissing area
Sault Ste Marie Alban/Burwash area

Finding partners who might be interested in participating was an essential part of this
project. We contacted a variety of groups to assess interest in participation in the project
and offered to provide the nest boxes and do the data compilation if they would assist
with the installation and do most of the ongoing monitoring and maintenance each year.
As a result of our efforts we have had the following participants in the project

North Bay Field Naturalists Massey Nature Group

Friends of Mashkinonge Penokean Hills Field Naturalists
Sault Naturalists Sudbury Field Naturalists
Manitoulin Nature Club
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In all we have 55 volunteer monitors, some working under direction of a local co-
ordinator who then provides the data back to our project coordinator Marretta Warianko.

The registered bander in our area, John Lemon, from Lively, Ontario, offered assistance
and did the bandin of all NSWO and Kestrels using the nest boxes so far.

Photos b Jim Johnston ,
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Students helping with NSOW project. Photo Jim Johnston

Data and Findings

Since the start of assessing our capabilities in late 2005, to the present we have had great
success in getting the project up and running, obtaining funding, finding partners,
completing habitat site selection, building , installing, monitoring, maintaining the nest
boxes. Although the 100 boxes seemed overwhelming at first, once we decided to look
for partners to help, we have been able to build, erect and get monitors for a total of 169
boxes to date and will attempt to get to 200 by fall of 2009.

The first year was mostly taken with all the logistics of funding, building, installing and
monitoring.
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In 2005 we had one NSWO, which was predated with no survivors; one owl sighted in
another box but no nesting activity and had one other box with Kestrels but were not
banded.

In 2006 we had no successful NSWO nests, however, we did have 14 Kestrels chicks and
banded 11 of them from three of our NSWO nest boxes near West Arm of Lake
Nipissing.

In 2007, one NSWO with young in a box near West Arm Nipissing but nest was lost to
predator (suspect Pine Marten). Kestrels used three boxes again in 2007, different
locations from 2006, but all three of these nests destroyed by predators.

In 2008, we had three successful NSWO broods, one north of Elliot Lake and two around
Sudbury. From the three broods a total of 12 eggs, one infertile egg and 11 chicks were
banded. Later one band was found outside a box on the ground. Was this due to a
predator or other problems related to banding?

A large number of boxes were used by Red Squirrels and a smaller number produced
litters of Northern Flying Squirrels.

Conclusion:

To date our project has been a great success story in its scope and capacity to build
cooperation between many members of our community, ranging from naturalist club
members to school groups. This project has been established and continues with the help
of a large group of dedicated volunteers who have ensured that the project not only met
its initial goal of building and maintaining 100 nest boxes but has surpassed this number
and continues to build a solid base of volunteers to continue the project. Sources of
funding and donations of materials and labour have also ensured that the project could
meet its initial stated goals. With eleven chicks banded so far it is hoped that the future
may provide many more success stories.
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SUBMISSION OF BANDING TOTALS ARTICLES AND REPORTS

Due dates for submitting annual station reports are:
January 31st for Station totals.
February 10 ™ for Annual Reports and Articles

Format for annual reports and articles.

Please submit all articles and reports in MS WORD. .
Please use Times New Roman font for all submissions.
Please do not underline titles or headings or protect your tables.

Annual Reports should include the following:

Station Name and Year of Report
Name of Author, Address

General Information: Provide the location, including a description of site(s) and time line
of banding operations. Highlight the overall weather patterns for the year. Describe
banding equipment and methods used. List visitors and demonstrations given.

Banding Results: Include highlights, overall numbers and relationship to other years.
Describe the number of retraps, returns, and foreign retraps.

Summary: Summarize your year, including highlights and overall performance of station

or sites.
Acknowledgments: Participants, assistance, funding etc.

References: (If used) Author, Date, Title, Publisher, Address
Photos: digital and should have a good appearance when printed in black and white
Journal Articles should include the following:

Title of Article

Name and address of author(s)

Abstract: Overview of paper — usually one paragraph in length
Introduction

Methodology

Data and Findings

Conclusion

Acknowledgments

References

OBBA BOARD POSITIONS AND ASSOCIATED DUTIES

Ontario Bird Banding — 2009 Volume 40 48






