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IRed-necked Grebe 0020]|
IHorned Grebe 0030}i
Pied-billed Grebe 0060} 2
Herring Gull 0510}
Ring-billed Gull 0540}
{Bonaparte's Gull 0600}
Common Tern 0700}
Double-crested Cormorant 1200}
Hooded Merganser 1310}
Mallard 1320) 1 27| 24
Mallard X Black Duck Hybrid 1326)]
merican Black Duck 1330 25 1
IGadwall 1350]]
{American Wigeon 1370
merican Green-winged Teal 1390}t 1 2
Blue-winged Teal 1400| 148 23 1
lINorthern Pintail 1430]
Wood Duck 1440]] 1 67| 232
[[Redhead 1460} 201 112
lICanvasback 1470 1 1
lGreater Scaup 1480)f 2
liLesser Scaup 1490} 307 35
“@g-necked Duck 1500} 116 1
Bufflehead 1530}
[iRuddy Duck 1670}
ILesser Snow Goose white 1690}
lICanada Goose 1720} 46
Cackling Goose 1722
Mute Swan 1782f
ITundra Swan 1800
lAmerican Bittern 1900}
ILeast Bittern 1910}l
|Great Blue-Heron 1940}
{IGreen Heron 2010}
{IBlack-crowned Night-Heron 2020
[IVirginia Rail 2120
[[Sora 2140}
[[Common Moorhen 2190)f
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[[RNGR 0] OJRNGR 0020
fIHOGR 0] OJHOGR 0030
IIPBGR 2 4]  2|PBGR 0060
IIHEGU 1 1]  1]HEGU 0510
{[RBGU 1 5 6| 2|RBGU 0540
[IBOGU 1 11 1]BOGU 0600
{ICOTE 1] 1|COTE 0700
iIDCCO 10 10| 1]DCCO 1200
{[HOME 0] oJHOME 1310
IIMALL 6 136 194]  5|MALL 1320
{IMBDH 0/ 0|MBDH 1326
[IABDU 6 32| 3]ABDU 1330
I|IGADW 0] O|GADW | 1350
{AMWI 0] oJAMWI 1370
AGWT 1 4] 3JAGWT 1390
IIBWTE 172]  3[BWTE 1400
fINOPI 0/ OJNOPI 1430
fwoDuU 2 1 303] 5|wODU | 1440
IIREDH 313] 2|REDH 1460}
[[CANV 2]  2|CANV 1470“
IIGRSC 2| 1|GRSC 1480
IILESC 2 344| 3|LESC 1490
{(RNDU 117] 2|RNDU 1500
[IBUFF 0| O|BUFF 1530
{{RUDU 2 2] 1]rRUDU 1670
IILSGO 0]  0JLSGO 1690
IICAGO 1 2 49| 3|CAGO 1720“
{ICACG 5 5] 1|CACG 1722
fiMUSW 0] ojMusw 1782}f
frTusw 0ol o|Tusw 1800}t
flAMBI 0] 0OJAMBI 1900f
{ILEBI 1 1] 1|LEBI 1910‘
IGBHE 0] 0|GBHE 1940
{{GRHE 0] O|GRHE 2010jj
{IBCNH 0] O|BCNH 2020}
VIRA 0] OJVIRA 2120
SORA 1 11 1|SORA 2140}
[[coMO o] oJjcomo | 2190}
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American Coot 22108
American Woodcock 2280| 1
{Pectoral Sandpiper 2390
{[White-rumped Sandpiper 2400}t
[Baird's Sandpiper 2410}
[lCommon Snipe 2300}
Short-billed Dowitcher 2310}
IILeast Sandpiper 2420}
{IDunlin 2430)f
Semipalmated Sandpiper 2460
Western Sandpiper 2470}t
Sanderling 2480}t
Greater Yellowlegs 2540}
lILesser Yellowlegs 2550
IISolitary Sandpiper 2560
{{Buff Breasted Sandpiper 2620|1
Spotted Sandpiper 2630}|
Black-bellied Plover 2700}
Killdeer 2730)] 7
American Golden-Plover 2720)f
Semipalmated Plover 2740}
[IMourning Dove 3160l 53 104 28 1 2 3
White-winged Dove 3190
[[Northern Harrier 3310} 6 117
i{Sharp-shinned Hawk 3320} 84 1 1 745
{[Cooper's Hawk 3330 7 2 111
[[Northern Goshawk 3340f 1 1
IRed-tailed Hawk 3370)] 1 4 139
|[Red-shouldered Hawk 3390)f 8
[Broad-winged Hawk 3430
[[Rough-legged Hawk 3470} 1
llGolden Eagle 3490| 2
iIBald Eagle 3520
liPeregrine Falcon 3560] 2 9
{IMerlin .3570)f 4 51
[[American Kestrel 3600} 3 1 419
|Osprey 3640]| 9
lLong-eared Owl 3660] 1
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JAMCO 0] OJAMCO | 2210]
AMWO 14 1 2 2 1 2 23]  7|AMwWO | 2280)f
[IPESA 0] OJPESA 2390“
WRSA 0] OJWRSA 2400
BASA 1 1]  1|BASA 2410]]
COSN ‘ 1 3 4]  2|COSN 2300“
{SBDO 0{ 0|SBDO 2310
ILESA 3 2 1 6] 3JLESA 2420t
HDUNL 4 4] 1|DUNL 2430Jf
[[SESA 3 3| 1|SESA 2460}
IIWESA 0] OJWESA 2470}
{ISAND 5 5] 1]SAND 2480}t
IIGRYE 0] O|GRYE 25403
HLEYE 0| O|LEYE 2550
[[SOSA 1 2 3] 2|SOSA 2560}
{IBBSA 1 1] 1|BBSA |
IISPSA 6 6] 1|SPSA 2630]|
{iBBPL 1 1]  1|BBPL 2700}t
IIKILL 5 2 8] 3|KILL 2730))
[IAGPL 0] OJAGPL 2720}
lSEPL 3 3]  1|SEPL 2740}
MODO 2 63 46 2 5 7 316] 12|MODO 3160
[IWWDO 1 1] 1jwwbDO | 3190}
[INOHA 3 126] 3[NOHA 3310}t
IISSHA 17 73 67 1 119 1] 233 1342] 11]SSHA 3320}
[ICOHA 4 2 46 172] 6|COHA 3330}t
IINOGO 2 4]  3|NOGO 3340"
IRTHA 1 66 211l  5|RTHA 3370
IRSHA 3 11]  2|RSHA 3390}
BWHA i~ 1 1 2| 2[BWHA 3430f
IIRLHA ' 1]  1|RLHA 3470}
IGOEA 2] 1|GOEA 3490)}
IIBAEA 7 7  1|BAEA 3520}
[IPEFA 1 12|  3|PEFA 3560
IIMERL 3 58] 3|MERL 3570}
[IAMKE 5 2 23 453]  6|AMKE 3600}
{lOSPR 9] 1]OSPR 3640}
ILEOW 1 5 7] 3JLEOW | 3660)f
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Chestnut-sided Warbler. Photo: Peter Fearon

Fall 2006

Long-term Volunteers (> 1 month):

Peter Fearon, Melody Cairns, Kevin Grundy.
Short-term Volunteers (< 1 month):

Rob Cairns, Sarah Tremain, David Brewer, Alan
Laishman, Audrey Laishman,

Emily Apse.

Field Assistants:

Brian Lassaline, Marjorie Lassaline, Malcolm Boyd,
Judy Cairns , Lianne Rood.

COOPERATIVE BANDING PROGRAM

ONTARIO BANDING RESULTS FOR 2006
Dr. J. Chris Davies
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources

In 2006 the Ontario Cooperative Banding Project operated 16 duck banding stations in 13
MNR District/Areas. All of these stations were bait-trapping operations. These were the same
stations that were operated in 2005 with the exception of Tiny Marsh and one of two stations in
Kirkland Lake. In addition to the bait stations, we also completed an airboat project that covered
most of eastern Ontario. Details on the airboat project are presented in a separate report. This
entire project is accomplished through a partnership among members of the Atlantic Flyway
Council, Mississippi Flyway Council, Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) and the Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources (OMNR). The OMNR Wildlife Research Section out of Peterborough
coordinates the Ontario Banding Program.

The spring of 2006 was quite warm with good water levels until mid-summer. The last half
of the summer was very warm and dry with very low water conditions. Table 1 presents the
numbers of ducks banded at each station in Ontario in 2006 and Table 2 compares the 2006 results
to Ontario banding records for the past 18 years. 2006 was the poorest year on record since 1987.
A major challenge in 2006 was continuing mechanical problems with the airboat that reduce the
number of nights by over 50% and curtailed operations on a number of operational nights. We are
reviewing the airboat program and developing an approach to solve these challenges. Two
traditional bait stations, Tiny Marsh and one of the Kirkland Lake sites were not operated due to
draw-downs. A number of other stations, for example Luther Marsh and North Bay had very low
numbers of ducks despite a sustained banding effort.

The proportion of black ducks in the banding sample (7.0%) was up slightly from last year
but the total number of black ducks is still very low and continued the long term negative trend in
the number of black duck bandings in Ontario. Table 3 presents a summary of the salary and
expenses incurred for each station. Costs per duck are similar to recent years with any increase a
direct result of fewer birds being banded. Table 4 (pages 7-19) show the banding results including
age distributions for each station.

If there are any questions about this report or the attached tables, please contact Dr. Chris
Davies in Peterborough at 705-755-1560.
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IBEKI 1 2 2 1 1 7
lrAwWo |l 4 2 4 4l 30 9 1 76
loowo |l 6 7 43 20 17] 16| 100 26 9 307
BBWO I 1 44 45
TTWO 5 5
"YBSA 1 1 38 54 14 18 76 5 216
feiwo 1 , 8 1 11
RAWO 6 1 7
[RBWO 7 6 15
lYSFL 10 1 57 41 2 11 64 18 7 218
[FLIN 1 2 2 5
[wpwi 2 1 1 4
lconi 7 7
icrsw 0
RTAU 33 95 334
[RUHU 0
ISTFL 0
'EAKI 1 26 1 4 10 1 1 45
TR 0
IGCFL 10 18 3 35
HEAPH 7 69 43 2 37 4 16 3 198
[OSFL 2 2
(EAWP 1 1100|271 2] 10 1 6 o 159
IVBFL 714 179 75| 13| 55| 38 5| 30| a1
[lACFL 2 1 3
IWIFL i 0
[lACFL 77 11 88
ITRFL 19 12 264 88 3] 140 159 27 11 748
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fHorned Lark 4740}
Blue Jay 4770] 13 16 89 29| 15 5
liGray Jay 4840lf
{iCommon Raven 4860}
llAmerican Crow 4880} 2 1
[European Starling 4930}t 4 23 2 1
IiBobolink 4940} 242
‘ Brown-headed Cowbird 4950t 8 42 81 42 1
ellow-headed Blackbird 4970}
IIRed-winged Blackbird 49801 15 147 24 13 28
lIEastern Meadowlark 5010}
[Western Meadowlark 5011)j
l{Orchard Oriole 50604 1
|[Baltimore Oriole 5070!! 41 2 17 5
[Rusty Blackbird 5090 1
{Brewer's Blackbird 5100}
{Common Grackle 5110} 5 116 66 61 61
Evening Grosbeak 51404 1
llPine Grosbeak 5150}
liPurple Finch 51700 137 3 5 3 3
{House Finch 5190}t 5 161 38 198
(White-winged Crossbill 5220 ,
{lHoary Redpoll 5270“ 2
{{Common Redpoll 5280 3 6 234
llAmerican Goldfinch 5290! 211 155 409 606 10 13] 229
“Pine Siskin 5330 2 10 26 11
Snow Bunting 5340j 84
lLapIand Longspur 5360H
esper Sparrow 5400
{[Savannah Sparrow 5420 226 2
liGrasshopper Sparrow 5460“
liLeConte's Sparrow 5480
IINelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow 5491
Sharptailed Sparrow 5499
Lark Sparrow 5520“
Harris' Sparrow 5530
hite-crowned Sparrow 5540“ 12 15 2
{[Eastern White-Crowned Sparrow 5541 4 11
|[Gambell's White-crowned Sparrow 5550“
[IWhite-throated Sparrow 5580 29 63 28 31 4 1 7
l{American Tree Sparrow 5590]1 9 175 111 41
{IChipping Sparrow 5600} 9 54 52 59 5 5 2
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IHOLA 100 100] ~ 1JHOLA 4740
BLJA 14 12 482 355 52 8] 202 109 6 1407| 15|BLJA 4770}
[[GRJA 7 10 17] _ 2|GRJA 4840}t
[ICORA 0] 0OJCORA 4860|
IIAMCR 1 4]  3JAMCR 4880l
[[EUST 51 23 1 28 1 134]  9|EUST 4930]|
(IBOBO 2 1 245|  3|BOBO 4940}t
IIBHCO 327 217 6| 26 63 4 817] _11|BHCO 4950]1
ItYHBL 1 1] 1]YHBL 4970|
[[RWBL 668 12| 2421 91 12 4 10 1266 12]RWBL 4980l
[IEAME 1 11 1|EAME 5010}
[WEME 1 11 1]WEME | 5011
[[OROR 9 1 11]  3]OROR 5060)|
(IBAOR 1 2 283 96 5/ 35 38 8 533] 12|BAOR 5070}
[[RUBL 8 1 10 2 5 27| 6|RUBL 5090}
{IBRBL 0] O|BRBL 5100}f
IICOGR 491 451 1521 15 20 18 1 1051] 12|COGR 5110}
IEVGR 6 11 1 19]  4]EVGR 5140}
IIPIGR 93 2 95|  2[PIGR 5150))
[IPUFI 2 8 93] 360 57 5 676] 11|PUFI 5170}t
HOFI 4 27 29 6 468  8|HOFI 5190}
WWCR 1 11 1|WWCR | 5220)
[HORE 16 18| 2|HORE 5270|
[ICORE 2027 28 2298 5|CORE 5280
IAMGO 8] 136 528 85| 554 56 85 249 39 3373] 16|AMGO 5290|
EHE] 3 3l 132 25 2 214]  9|PISI 5330}t
ISNBU 1 89 21 195]  4|SNBU 5340}
ILALO 1 56 57]  2JLALO 5360
[[VESP 8 8]  1|VESP 5400}
[ISAVS 6 47 3 10 2| 268 564] 8|SAVS 5420}
[[GRSP 1 1] 1|GRSP 5460l
flLcsp 1 2 3] 2JLCcsP 5480}f
[[NSTS 1 1] 1|NSTS 5491||
STSP 0] o|STSP 5499
(lLASP 1 1| 1|LASP 5520
IHASP 4 4] 1|HASP 5530}
WCSP 53 111 4 2 4 203]  8|wWCSP | 5540|
{[EWCS 56 36 796 139 41 17 134 1234]  9|EWCS 5541}t
IGWCS 1 3 54 58] 3lGwcCs | 5550|f
WTSP 90] 203] 2693 500 260] 546] 129] 1283 61 5928 16|WTSP 5580|)
ATSP 24 11 397 11 831 68| 123 7 24 1084] 13|ATSP 5590]f
llcHSP 13 1 521 126 23 11 245 224 1340] 15|CHSP 5600]|
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liClay-colored Sparrow 5610} 1
{IField Sparrow 5630j| 5 20 7
[ISlate-colored Junco 5670 56 129 521 105 7 4 4
flOregon Junco 5671
llUnidentified Dak-eyed Junco 5677
Song Sparrow 5810]| 16 20 379 51 5 10
liLincoln's Sparrow 5830} 7
liSwamp Sparrow 5840)f 1 45 1
IFox Sparrow 5850 4 2 2
[[Eastern Towhee 5870“ 1
flUnknown Rufous-sided Towhee 5876
[INorthern Cardinal 5930)f 18 19 3 1
lIRose-breasted Grosbeak 5950} 7 5 6 14 2 5
flindigo Bunting 5980)| 4 2
liLazuli Bunting 5990}l
{Painted Bunting 6010J{
[[Dickcissel 6040}
lLark Bunting 6050j|
{IScarlet Tanager 6080}} 1
liSummer Tanager 6100}}
{Purple Martin 6110} 644] 600 38
ICiiff Swallow 6120]
{[Cave Swallow 6121}
{Barn Swallow 6130} 34 17
Tree Swallow 6140}t 1] 1528 53] 50 1204
{Bank Swallow 6160}t
IINorthern Rough-winged Swallow 6170J1
{Bohemian Waxwing 6180}f
l[Cedar Waxwing 6190 2 26 2
[[Northern Shrike 6210}
liLoggerhead Shrike 6220}
IIRed-eyed Vireo 6240/ 1 3 6 58 1 3
{IPhiladelphia Vireo 6260 1 17 1
IWarbling Vireo 6270]| 2
IYellow-throated Vireo 6280}t 1
[IBlue-headed Vireo 6290 3 2 3 1 1
IISolitary Vireo 6299
{White-eyed Vireo 6310
[IBlack-and-white Warbler 6360]i 3 24
IlProthonotary Warbler 6370}t
IiSwainson's Warbler 6380}t
[[Worm-eating Warbler 6390}
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flcCsp 2 1 12 2 18] 5[CCSP
{IFISP 3 3 134 16 11 57 1 257] 10[FISP 5630
SCJU 149] 182 1262 374] 2511 193] 403] 355 13| 4008] 16[SCJu 5670“
[ORJU 2 1 3 1 7] 4JORJU 5671“
{{[UDEJ 0] of{UDEJ 5677
[[SOspP 30] 108 572 148 50 154] 103 39 3 1697] 15/SOSP 5810}
flLisp 21 8 155 38 62| 61 86 38 2 478] 10]LISP 5830”
Ilswsp 7 89 223 49] 176] 105 55 258 5| 1014] 12|SWSP | 5840
{[FOsP 3 6 96 30 8| 45 7 15 6 224] 12|[FOsSP 585OH
[EATO 1 42 14 8 10 76] 6JEATO 5870
{lURST 0] OoJURST 5876
“NOCA 13 83 1 23 17 19 197] 10[NOCA 5930,
RBGR 6 6 225 187 14] 30 19 74 4 604] 15|RBGR 5950
[INBU 1 4 49 15 2 2 8 1 88] 10{INBU 5980
{ILAZB 1 1] 1]LAZB 5990,
{PABU o[ o{PABU 6010
IIDICK 0] o|bicK 6040
{ILARB 0] o|LARB 6050
|[SCTA 25 30 4 3 1 64] 6|SCTA 6080
{ISUTA 2 2| 1|SUTA 6100
{[PUMA 3 1] 557 1843  6/PUMA 6110
fiCLsW 4 3 4 11]  3|CLSwW 6120“
flCASW 0] ofcAasw T 6121
{IBARS 48 2 5 2 108]  6|BARS 6130
IITRES 1045 38 7115 1 3942] 10{TRES 6140
[BANS 7 7] 1|BANS 6160
IINRWS 6 2 1 2 1] 4|NRWS | 6170
IIBOWA 0] 0|BOWA | 6180
{ICEDW 87 44 100 32 48] 25 56 8 31 461] 12|CEDW 6190H
{[NSHR 2 2 4] 2|NSHR 6210
fILOSH 0f O0JLOSH 6220
[REVI 67 28 341 232 94] 84 77 160 92 1247] 15|REVI 6240
{IPHVI 7 66 32 35] 26 13 69 7 274] 11|PRVI 6260
WAV 5 125 8 34 3 25 202]  7]waAvi 6270
yTvi 1 2] 2]yTvi 6280
{BHVI 11 3 118 142 5] 16 38 14 8 365] 14|BHVI 6290}
Isow o] ofsovi 62991t
va 2 2|  1|wewvi 6310j
BAWW 55 2 141 88 29] 52 140 21 67 622] 11]BAWW | 6360]
[[PROW 5 1 6] 2[PROW | 6370jf
SWWA o] O[swwA 6380"
WEWA 1 1] 1JWEWA | 6390
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|[Blue-winged Warbler 6410 } 1
“prewste:‘s Warbler “ 6412 1
Lawrence's Warbler || 6413
[[Golden-winged Warbler 6420 4
{[Nashville Warbler 6450 17 49 1 2
irginia Warbler 6440
Orange-crowned Warbler 6460 1 3
ennessee Warbler 647 1 1 2
{INorthern Parula 6480 2 1
[[Cape May Warbler 6500 1 1
liYellow Warbler 6520“ 1 10 11
IIBlack-throated Blue Warbler || 6540 8 12 1
[IMyrtle Warbler 6550 2 2 24 22 4 7
“’_M_al_gnolia Warbler 6570} 1 4 8 62 3
Cerulean Warbler 6580}t 1
liChestnut-sided Warbler 6590“ 3 3 23 1
IBay-breasted Warbler 6600
iiBlackpoll Warbler 6610} 1 12
Blackburnian Warbler 6620}t 1 3
ellow throated Warbler 6630
{{Black-throated Green Warbler 6670 2 18
l Pine Warbler 6710 3
estern Palm Warbler 6720“ 1
lfiyellow Palm Warbler 6729
I{Prairie Warbler 6730
{fOvenbird 6740 1 2 1 39 5
“Northem Waterthrush 6750 5 1
Louisiana Waterthrush . 6760
lIKentucky Warbler 6770
lIConnecticut Warbler 6780 1
{IMourning Warbler ] 6790“ 2 1
Common Yellowthroat I 6810 2 98 80 1 1
Yellow-breasted Chat It 6830j
Hooded Warbler | 684 1
IWilson's Warbler I 6850 1 7 )
l Canada Warbler 6860} 7
merican Redstart 6870“ 2 5 40 1
{[House Sparrow 6882 2 67 3 1
{{American Pipit 6970
Sage Thrasher 7020
Northern Mockingbird 7030
Gray Catbird 7040 4 10 35 1
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BWWA 21 6 3 3 34| 5|BWWA [ 6410)
IIBRWA 1 1 1 4] 4|BRWA 6412]|
LAWA 1 11 1[LAWA 6413}l
[GWWA 2 6 1 1 14| 5|GWWA | 6420)f
[[NAWA 66 32 319 261 90| 293] 592 120 45 1889] 13|NAWA 6450}
[VIWA 0] O[VIWA 6440}f
{[OCWA 29 5 28 7 41 13 42 34 9 212| 11JOCWA | 6460j
{ITEWA 6 8 80 30 14 31 215 11 39 438] 12|TEWA 6470
{INOPA 1 17 24 11 3 4 2 65|  9|NOPA 6480}t
[CMWA 8 2 83 6 33 23 3 160]  9|CMWA | 6500
IYWAR 15 34 787 277 20] 111 16 14 17 1313] 12]YWAR 6520}
[(BTBW 43 8 236 279 4] 98 15 77 90 871] 12|BTBW 6540
[IMYWA 104 11 1177]  1171]  259] 546] 371 147 22 3869 15|MYWA | 6550
[IMAWA 101 70{ 1087 743 86| 423] 123 250] 174 3135] 14|MAWA 6570”
[[CERW 1 2| 2|CERW | 6580
ICSWA 15 6 164 116 48] 77 23 67 65 611] 13|CSWA 6590}
{[BBWA 5 3 61 68 2 28 36 6 12 221] 9|BBWA 6600|
{iBLPW 8 6 408 169 3] 55| 206 3 40 911] 11|BLPW 6610}f
IlBLBW 3 1 63 76 4] 27 28 4 20 230] 11|BLBW 6620]|
IIYTWA o] o]ytwA 6630}l
[[BTNW 54 4 104 203 53 89 12 16 555 10[BTNW 6670
[lPIWA 1 9 4 1 18] 5|PIWA 8710)
[(WPWA 60 4 162 26 40 51| 388 28 6 766] 10{WPWA | 6720l
I[YPWA 2 5 2 1 10]  4]YPWA 6729]|
IIPRAW 1 11 1|PRAW 6730}
IIOVEN 48 7 179 80 24 90 56 70 62 664] 14|OVEN 6740
IINOWA 12 4 149 51 14] 63 93 24 8 4241  11{NOWA 6750”
{ILOWA 0] O|LOWA 6760
[KEWR 0] O|KEWR 6770
[[CONW 1 7 3 12| 4|CONW | 6780|
{IMOWA 14 3 57 19 24| 24 28 38 3 213] 11|MOWA | 6790j
[[COYE 53 34 355 172 153] 84 20 134 16 1203] 14|COYE 6810}
YBCH 3 3] 1]YBCH 6830}f
HOWA 121 5 1 2 130] 5|HOWA | 6840
WIWA 15 25 179 84 47 92 36 41 28 563] 12|WIWA 6850l
[[CAWA 20 99 41 12] 40 67 45 28 359] 9|CAWA | 6860|
AMRE 263 24 397 187]  160] 137 261 86 36 1509 13]AMRE 6870}
HOSP 2 111 3 2 1 1 193] 10[HOSP 6882}t
AMPI 2 2] 1]AMPI 6970
SATH 0] 0|SATH 7020}
INOMO 4 4] 1|NOMO 7030|)
{IGRCA 25| 184 638 171 3] 158 4 104 37 1374 13|GRCA 7040
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liBrown Thrasher 7050} 2 1 1
iMarsh Wren 7150}t
[Carolina Wren 7180 1 2
{IBewick's Wren 7190f
[IHouse Wren 7210} 7 27 17 75
{\Winter Wren 7220|] 1 3 1 6
[[Sedge Wren 7240
{IBrown Creeper 7260) 4 10 4 3 1
[[White-breasted Nuthatch 7270| 10 2 12 7 3 5
[Red-breasted Nuthatch 7280|1 3 1 6 7 1 4
{[Eastern Tufted Titmouse 7310]|
IIBlack-capped Chickadee 7350f 53 14 188 105 35 64] 49
[Boreal Chickadee 7400
lGolden-crowned Kinglet 7480 15 39 8 4 1 5
{[Ruby-crowned Kinglet 7490j] 14 32 31 48] 18 6
{{Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 7510
IITownsend Solitaire 7540}
{Wood Thrush 7550 6 2
{IVeery 7560 2 18 2
IlGray-cheeked Thrush 7570} 1 5
IBicknell's Thrush 7571
{Gray-cheeked / Bicknell's Thrush 7579
i[Swainson’s Thrush 7580 6 6
{[Hermit Thrush 7590 10 40 5 7 6 7
{American Robin 7610} 3 25 78 17 4 4] 15
{Varied Thrush 7630|
{{Eastern Bluebird 7660} 348] 154 40 23 78
[[Total Birds Banded [ 704] 2546] 5942] 1013] 3102] 216 1581] 654] 1603
ITotal Species Banded if 37 72 84 6 110] 29 24| 42 11
Bander or station Address # Banded # of Species
Joanne Dewey 642 Elmbrook, RR 8 Picton, ON KOK 2T0 704 37
Martin Wernaart 25 Lakeview Cr. RR 1 St Williams NOE 1P0 2546 72
David Lamble 745 Guelph St. Fergus N1M 2X5 5942 84
Robert Hubert 10 Paulson Crt. St. Thomas, ON N5R 1M9 1013 6
David Okines RR 2 St Williams, NOE 1P0 3102 110
Halton Group RR 1 Puslinch 216 29
Bryan Wyatt 63 Woodland Dr. Guelph, N1G 353 1581 24
Martha Caskey Box 8045, RR 2 Dunrobin, ON KOA 1T0 654 42
Hawk Cliff 17 Fifth Ave., St. Thomas 1603 11
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[BRTH 6 90 21 2] 3 15 141] _9[BRTH__ | 7050]
IIMAWR 1 12 13|  2|MAWR | 7150}
[CARW | 2 10 11 26| 5|CARW | 7180
IIBEWR 0] O|BEWR 7190}|
{[HOWR 1 19 173 46 11 1 16 3 396] 12|[HOWR | 7210|
{WIWR 6 9 111 114 4] 38 44 47 10 394] 13]WIWR 7220}
IISEWR 0] O|SEWR 7240H
{IBRCR 91 11 719 381 71 150 134 43 24 1582 14|BRCR 7260
WBNU 2 13 14 2 1 24 1 96] 13|WBNU 7270“
IRBNU I 34 2 47 18 22 3] 137 19 304] 14|RBNU 7280
HETTI 1 38 3 42| 3lETTI 7310}
IIBCCH 34 59 95 35] 143] 27| 483 85 5 1474] 16|BCCH 7350
{IBOCH 1 16 17] 2|BOCH 7400])
IIGCKI 593 81 1360 948 12| 839 92 175] 265 4437] 15|GCKI 7480}
[IRCKI 334 255] 2106 1581 91| 642 39 550 189 5936] 15]RCKI 7490“
IIBGGN 10 2 3 1 16] 4|BGGN 7510
fITOSO 1 1] 1|TOSO 7540“
IWOTH 5 89 52 25 15 9 203] 8|WOTH 7550
{IVEER 24 4 142 55 62| 77 1 39 20 446] 12|[VEER 7560
IGCTH 10 10 192 164 2] 92 24 17 45 562] 11|GCTH 7570
IIBITH 0] ofBITH 7571
IIGCBT 0] 0|GCBT 7579
[[SWTH 52 10 480 261 38] 289] 363 79] 118 1702] 11|SWTH 7580
{[HETH 69 54 829 268 52| 283 15 90| 140 1875] 15|HETH 7590“
AMRO 46 9 199 82 36| 96 33 55 9 711] 16]JAMRO 7610
{IVATH 1 1] 1|VATH 7630“
[EABL 9 2 654]  7|EABL 7660
[ 3015| 1954| 27607] 12736] 7505] 7387] 7816] 6138] 3206] 94725 I
| 76 71 160 120 91| 95| 109 104 88 266 It
Bander or station Address # Banded # of Species
Bruce Peninsula B. O. 4379 Bruce Rd 3, Port Elgin 3015 76
Haldimand B. O. Box 25, Nanticoke, NOA 1L0 1954 71
Long Point B. O. Box 160, Port Rowan 27607 160
Pr. Edward Pt. B. O. Box 2 Delhi, N4B 2W8 12736 120
Tamiskaming RR 1 Cobalt, POJ 1CO 7505 91
T. Thompson Park 307-70 Health St W. Toronto M4V 1T4 7387 g5
Thunder Cape B.O. Box 160, Port Rowan 7816 109
Ausable B. O. Box 1035 Grand Bend NOM 1T0 6138 104
Holiday Beach B. O. RR#2 1089 City Road 15 Essex 3206 88
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Top 20 Banded Bird Species for Ontario in 2006
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Rock Point Bird Banding Station 2006 Annual Report
James A. Smith

358 DiltzRd. RR.2

Dunnville, Ont. N1A 2W2

benavis@sympatico.ca

Web page: www.geocities.com/rockpointbanding/

General Information

Rock Point Bird Banding Station is located within Rock Point Provincial Park. The
park is located on the north shore of Lake Erie close to the town of Dunnville, Ontario. It
is one of four banding sites under the Haldimand Bird Observatory banner.

Rock Point is located in a succession meadow with stands of spruce and interspersed
marsh areas. A stand of mature planted spruce runs east west across the area. An access
road transacts the area and allows easy access to the site.

Nets are arranged in two circles with a north section with 6 nets and a south circle
made up of 9 nets. This year without help I ran the south circle and mainly left the north
until someone else was present to help me. This year I used mainly 9 nets. The J-trap
and the ground traps were not used.

Due to my having a kidney transplant in January and recovering my strength only one
day of Spring banding was done. Fergus Nicole, who has a sub under my permit, did an
additional few days as banding demonstrations at Backus Woods. Summer/Fall banding
started on July 26 and continued until November 6. This was not continual coverage
because of appointment, energy and weather. In total we banded 52 days through the
Summer/Fall period. In Summer I banded only until 10 since many of my nets are in the
sun. Fall banding was still not usually the required six hours since I tended to band until
I wasn't catching. This resulted in a higher than normal birds per 100 nets hours of 93.

Weather was hot and humid through August with the Fall being characterized as
WET. Only a few days in late October showed a little frost. Trails and net lanes were
flooded after several days of rain and required boardwalks for easier passage.

We recorded 43 casual visitors, 2 school classes visited on separate days, Niagara Fall
Nature Club visited. All were given banding demonstrations with a few birds being held
an hour previous to the school and club visits. An article was published in the magazine
North American Bird Bander. A web page was maintained through the season with daily
updates and many pictures. I continue being involved in the study of feathers and molt to
determine age in the birds which I band.

Banding Results

We banded a record number of Slate-coloured Junco with 182 birds the previous high
being in 2003 with 123 birds. Swamp Sparrow were another high for the station with 89
banded the previous high being in 2004 with 83. Several species were noteworthy in
their absence. Blackbirds were seen in great numbers but not caught. Not expected this
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year were Siskins, Redpolls and not to the same extent Purple Finches. Eastern Phoebe,
Eastern Towhee, Canada Warbler, Wood Thrush and Sharp-shinned Hawk were missed.
Because of my compromised coverage it may not be accurate to mention lower numbers
but it seems that Warblers in general were low through September. I may have been too
late for most Yellow Warblers with this year being my second lowest in the last five
years with only 34 banded in comparison to 2001 when 908 were banded. Magnolia
Warblers showed only 70 birds in comparison to 143 in 2002.

Recaptures were as could be expected predominated by birds banded earlier in the
season and in 2005. Song Sparrows, Black-capped Chickadees, Yellow Warblers and
American Goldfinch dominated the birds recaptured and first banded in 2004. One
Yellow Warbler was recaptured from 2003. A Blue J ay, Black-capped Chickadee and
two American Goldfinches were recaptured from 2002. One Blue Jay was recaptured
from 2000 and no birds from 2001,

An American Robin banded on Oct. 25, 2004 was recovered near Beamsville, Ontario,
on April 4, 2006. A Chipping Sparrow banded on April 21, 2004 was recovered at Oak
Lake Ontario on April 30, 2005. A schedule was requested for a Hermit Thrush banded
in October but no data is presently available as to where it was recovered.

Total number of birds banded in 2006 was 2,045 with 1,954 banded in the
Summer/Fall season. This is considerably lower than previous years because of reasons
already mentioned in relation to coverage. My highest year was 2001 with 5,109 birds
banded during the same season. Coverage this year was 2,104 net hours in comparison to
2001 with 5,571. Birds per 100 net hours were comparable between the two years with
2001 being 92 and 2006 being 93.

Summary
Station Name: Rock Point Bird Banding Station

Year: 2006: Summer/Fall
1. Year of operation: 2000
Protocol was changed this year to accommodate recovery of Master Bander

First Day of Coverage: July 26

Last Day of Coverage: Nov. 6

Total Days with Coverage: 52

% of season with adequate or better coverage 50%

Observation Effort: Casual. BIC did not have the energy to band and walk census route.

Trapping Effort

Number of Nets: Often 9 with additional help 15

Standard Net Hours per day: Usually less than 6 hours/day particularly at the beginning
of the season.

Trap Hours: No traps were used.
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#of net hours: 2,104

#species banded: 71

Total Banded: 1,954

Recapture: 110

Number Banded per 100 net hours 93

Banding Totals for Top 10 species: 1,367 (70%)

Ruby Crowned Kinglet........... e 255
White-throated Sparrow............cc.coeeee 203
Gray Catbird........coooviiiveniiiniiiinin 184
Slate-coloured Junco..........ccoeeeininenne. 182
American Goldfinch................o..oel 136
SONg SPaITOW....evrrererarinenes cevnnennne 108
Swamp SParroW.......vcuvviinrneuenaencnnnee 89
Golden-crowned Kinglet.................... 81
Magnolia Warbler...............coooeoeene. 70
Black-capped Chickadee................... 59

% Hatch Year 77%

Best Catch Day: October 10 with 138
Best Species Day: October 6 with 20 species.

No Owl banding was done. Not even earlier mornings.

Acknowledgments:

Being purely voluntary the station must rely on those individuals willing to give of their
time. I am always thankful for those individuals who give even a few hours through the
season.

# Staff: 0

# Volunteers: 13

Volunteers and Hours

Jim Smith 246

Roswitha Matuschek 60 hrs. *

Rick Young 50 Kim Frohlich 4
Dora Young 50 Fay Baker 2
Gisele Mills 39 Fergus Nicole 2
Lorraine Feenstra 9 Alicia Salyi 2
Alex Smith g** Mark Custers 1
Gerda Smith 8

Total: Volunteer Hours 481

*Roswitha was unable to continue after her fall on September 11.

Rick Young, Dora Young and Gisele Mills gave one day a week.

** Alex accumulated additional hours towards completion of his High School Community
Service in helping to build the boardwalk into the banding shed.
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Ontario Parks - For permission to band within Rock Point Provincial Park.

Park Assistant Superintendent- Mark Custers

T.D. Friends of the Environment Foundation for a grant of $900 which was used for the
new boardwalk into the banding lab, more bird bags, and the sign for the Banding Lab.
Haldimand Bird Observatory for such things as being the parent organization with
charitable status and holder of insurance for buildings, tax allowance receipts, and the few
things I submit bills for. .

Bird Studies Canada for data analysis and expertise to Canadian Migration Monitoring
Network Stations of which Rock Point is a part.

Volunteers previously mentioned in this report.

Alex Smith, my son, Gerda Smith, my wife, for all the extra help through the season and in
particular to Alex for much of the building of the boardwalk.

Improved health and being able to increase what I was able to do as the season

progressed.

Ausauble Bird Observatory Annual Report
Peter Fearon and Dr. David Brewer

Pinery Provincial Park, 9526 Lakeshore Road

RR2 Grand Bend, ON NOM 1T0.

Website: http://www.pinerypark.on.ca/bird banding
Email: pinerybirdbanding@gmail.com

-

The Old Ausable River Channel at Riverside Trail. Photo: Peter Fearon
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INTRODUCTION:

Pinery is a 6000 acre natural environment class Provincial Park located on the
shoreline of Lake Huron. The park is comprised of three types of ecosystem: Oak
Savannah, Coastal Freshwater Dunes and Wetlands (spring-fed river channel). Due to the
uniqueness of these three ecosystems Pinery is home to over 800 species of plants, over 30
species of fish and has documented over 350 bird species within the park boundaries.

Banding sessions in past years at Pinery Provincial Park suggested of the
importance of the Huron coastline as a migratory corridor. With a culmination of planning
along with the purchase of materials by Terri Groh, Martin Wernaart and David Brewer,
the Ausable Bird Observatory (ABO) was formed. The initial aim of the station was to
assess the viability of a more permanent station at Pinery. Over the course of the migration
period, ABO has proven its viability through a successful spring and fall migration banding
season with over 6000 birds banded.

The Ausable Bird Observatory was established with a board of directors and a charitable
status application pending. As the Ausable Bird Observatory, we have been accepted into
the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network as a provisional member, with full

member status anticipated by 2008. As a result of our reviewed status, our long term
goals have been adapted:

1. To study the avian diversity of the Port Franks Important Bird Area (PF
IBA) and its importance as a corridor for migrating birds.

2. To establish a long -term migration monitoring station, in accordance to
CMMN protocol, on Riverside Trail in Pinery Provincial Park.

3. To provide outreach educational programs to school, youth and naturalist
groups on the importance and implication of bird banding as a research
technique.

4. To achieve full member status in the Canadian Migration Monitoring
Network by 2008.

A

S

Three of ABO’s long-term volunteers (from left): Ray Marsh, Kevin Grundy and Peter Fearon.
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SPRING MIGRATION SUMMARY

Banding commenced at Riverside Trail on April 21* to initiate the first spring
migration monitoring of the area. With seventeen 12m mist nets arranged into nine net lines
the main monitoring area was comprehensively covered. The first week of banding turned
up a few surprises. April 23" brought us an Oregon Junco as well as our first Myrtle
Warblers and Northern Waterthrush and our only Golden-Crowned Kinglet. The remainder
of April brought a consistent flow of Juncos and Sparrows (Swamp, White-throated,
American Tree, Fox, and Song) as well as the only Pileated Woodpecker of the season.

In early May we began to see the arrival of the wood warblers, with Wilsons and
Nashvilles appearing, along with the first Least and Traills Flycatchers. May 6% saw a big
day for female Ruby-crowned Kinglets, with over 35 banded. By May 8™ we had caught
our first Yellow Warblers, Common Yellowthroats, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and
Baltimore Orioles. Into the second week of May we saw the start of the Ovenbirds and
Thrushes, Swainson’s, Hermit and Veery banded. We also had our first Magnolias and a
consistent stream of White-throated Sparrows. There was excitement on May 11 when we
had our busiest day, with 133 birds banded including Blue-Gray Gnatcatchers, Canada
Warblers and a Cape May Warbler. May 14® turned up the best bird so far, a male Hooded
Warbler. By the end of the second week of May all of the banders were anxious for the
anticipated fall of wood warblers, however it was long in coming,

The third week of May produced a good range of birds despite the rain - a Blue-
winged Warbler, Northern Parula and second-year male Canada Warbler banded.
Mourning Warblers began to move through as the Nashville numbers diminished, however,
the ever reliable Gray Catbirds continued to move through. The final week of May started
off promisingly, contrasting with the previous weeks miserable weather. We caught our
first Prothonotary Warbler for the station, a Nelsons Sharp-tailed Sparrow and a Clay-
coloured Sparrow. With most of the other Sparrows gone, it was good to get better
acquainted. The Eastern Wood Pewees and Gray-cheeked Thrushes started to move
through and two Woodcocks were accidentally flushed into the nets, whilst five Cedar
Waxwings were also banded at Riverside.

TABLE 1: Summary of the ten most banded species divided by age ratios.

Number % After % Second % After
Species Banded Hatch Year Year Second Year
White-throated Sparrow ; 511 11.5 65.2 233
Chipping Sparrow 218 7.8 61.0 30.7
American Goldfinch 154 2.6 66.9 30.5
Swamp Sparrow 151 8.6 79.5 11.9
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 146 9.6 58.9 315
Magnolia Warbler 111 0.9 559 432
Myrtle Warbler 9% 73 64.6 28.1
Gray Catbird 93 54 59.1 35.5
Blue Jay 91 I.1 64.8 34.1
Common Yellowthroat 81 6.2 654 28.4
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In total, over 2800 birds were banded at Pinery this spring of 94 species
highlighting its importance as a corridor for migrating birds. Despite the weather and
observed poor migration, this can be viewed as a very successful opening campaign. Two
species-at-risk were banded providing valuable information for future recovery as well as
confirming the first record of Prothonotary Warbler at Pinery since 1995. The banding of a
Nelsons Sharp-tailed Sparrow also provided confirmation of its presence as a vagrant at
Pinery this year.

FALL MIGRATION SUMMARY

Following the success of spring 2006 migration monitoring efforts, the first ever fall
operation was put into place operating on Riverside Trail. Due to volunteer constraints, the
station could only be operated at weekends until 16th September, when long-term
volunteer, Peter Fearon, was able to man the station on a day-to-day basis.

The fall campaign began on 12th August, with weekend banding being operated
by Kevin Grundy and Melody Cairns until September 16th. Nets were set up, in
accordance to the protocol of the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network, in the
same locations as spring 2006.

The first weekend of the fall banding turned up some interesting birds down on
Riverside including a pair of Solitary Sandpipers being the first recorded for ABO.
The third Hooded Warbler of 2006 turned up on 12th August, an adult male,
providing evidence of local breeding. .

The next weekend showed an increase in warbler species, with ABO’s first
Baybreasted and Blackburnian Warblers on the 19th, an Eastern Kingbird was also
caught. Red-eyed and Philadelphia Vireos made up the majority of the numbers,
along with Tennessee, Nashville and Magnolia Warblers.

The beginning of September brought a bigger movement of Philadelphia and
Red-eyed Vireos, highs of 51 and 25 respectively being recorded on the 1st. The
first Blackpoll Warbler was banded on the 1st, a Black-billed Cuckoo on the 2nd
and a Belted Kingfisher on the 3rd — all new species for ABO.

The second weekend of September saw the early White-throated Sparrows
starting to move through, the first Ruby-crowned Kinglets of the fall were also
banded. A quiet weekend, the main species banded were Magnolia, Nashville
and Chestnut-sided Warblers, good numbers of Swainson’s Thrushes were also
present.

After the third weekend of September, full time banding was able to begin, with the
arrival of Peter Fearon from Portugal and after a quiet few initial days that
included one of three Northern Parulas, a Cape May Warbler and a Fox Sparrow
on the 19th. The peak of the White-throated Sparrows hit on the 21st and large
numbers were banded daily until the 3rd of October. The first Hermit Thrushes
started to be caught on the 21st along with the first Orange-crowned Warblers. A
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Bay-breasted, three Western Palm and a Blackpoll Warbler were banded through
late September and early October, caught amongst Magnolia, Myrtle and
Nashville Warblers.

TABLE 1: Top ten species banded divided by age ratios.

Species Species Total | % Hatch Year | % After Hatch Year
White-throated Sparrow 772 54.5 45.5
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 404 78.0 22.0
Slate-colored Junco 312 48.1 51.9
Golden-crowned Kinglet | 174 82.2 17.8
Red-eyed Vireo 145 79.3 20.7
Magnolia Warbler 139 58.3 41.7
Swamp Sparrow 107 71.0 29.0
American Goldfinch 95 70.5 29.5
Nashville Warbler 89 494 50.6
Hermit Thrush 86 84.9 15.1

October brought some very wet and windy weather and subsequently there was
a total of sixteen days where it was impossible to operate on Riverside Trail. The decision
not to open the nets on these days was based on the risk to the safety of the
birds. On some days it was necessary to close the nets early, or open the nets
later, depending on precipitation events.

The last Red-eyed Vireo was recorded on the 6th and the last Philadelphia on the
8th, two late Swainson’s Thrushes we also banded on the 9th. A peak of 12
Hermit Thrushes on the 8th was part of a steady passage that lasted through
October. In between the showers, there was a peak of seven Orange-crowned
Warblers on the 10th, with the last being banded at Riverside on the 26th.

October was dominated by Kinglets and Sparrows, with a consistent movement
of Swamp, White-crowned and White-throated Sparrows, Ruby-crowned and
Golden-crowned Kinglets. Nashville Warblers also turned up frequently
throughout October but in small numbers, the last caught on 31st October.

Another species that was banded frequently although never in high numbers was
the Brown Creeper, with a total for the fall of 39, with a peak of 7 on 1st October.
On the 15th October, a surprise was had when a House Sparrow was caught and
banded at a banding demonstration.

A relatively quiet day on the 18th turned up a surprise in net line 5, with a juvenile
female Sharp-shinned Hawk being banded. The last of the Blue-headed Vireos were
banded on the 20th of October, bringing the fall total to fourteen. Four American Tree
Sparrows were banded on the 26™ amongst a flock of Swamp Sparrows and were observed
daily after that.

Golden-crowned Kinglets were still moving through in low but consistent numbers
when banding terminated on Riverside on November 2nd.
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There were seven recoveries of previously banded birds during the fall 2006
campaign, to date, information is only available for four of these recoveries and
we are awaiting confirmation on the remaining three.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING - AN AVIAN ADVENTURE

To fulfil the criteria of our research permit we provided weekly banding
demonstrations for the public at the park’s Visitor Centre. Depending on weather
conditions and volunteer scheduling, these were normally held on Saturday afternoons or
Sunday mornings. These demonstrations were advertised in the Natural Heritage Education
Program’s monthly activity sheet, which was handed out to all park visitors and posted on
the park website (www.pinerypark.on.ca). The demonstrations proved a huge success with
much public support gathered and a fair few ‘regulars’ coming down to Riverside Trail
most mornings during their stay.

Our longest-term volunteer, Peter Fearon, made a presentation summarising the
season’s banding efforts in the Visitor Centre theatre followed by a banding demonstration.
The presentation was a success, with a turnout of over 120. The demonstration at the
Centre’s feeders was also successful and provided a more ‘up-close’ aspect for visitors as
they were shown the various sta_es of bird bandin .

Peter answers questions during a banding demonstration. Photo: Peter Fearon

The public feedback following the demonstrations and presentations was very
positive ensuring that public interaction is an aspect of ABO’s duties at Pinery in seasons to
come. Over the course of the spring migration, it is estimated that PBBS demonstrated to
around 2000 visitors of all ages.
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A significant part of Peter’s work at the observatory during the fall has been to offer
the educational program ‘An Avian Adventure’ both to park users, including a banding
demonstration, and local naturalist groups, such as Lambton Wildlife. The program offers
an insight into the life of a bird bander, the techniques used, the banding process, species
profiles and the applications of banding data. With lots of pictures, a full banding
demonstration and amusing tales of banding adventures, the program was a big success
with adults apd children alike.

ABO estimates that Peter demonstrated to around 6000 visitors during the
course of the summer, with word of the program quickly spreading. ABO
understands that the youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow and realizes the
importance of engaging youth to spread a better understanding of bird banding
and its uses. In 2007, ABO looks to take ‘An Avian Adventure’ on the road, visiting
local schools and scout groups.

SUMMARY

The number of birds we banded this fall is encouraging despite the lack of

staffing; a final total of 3338 was recorded. We believe that we missed large

numbers of Red-eyed Vireos and many Warbler species that moved through

Riverside during the second half of August and first half of September. It was not

an ideal situation, and we have ensured that in future years, the observatory will be fully
staffed.

As a bird observatory, in our first year, we have found it difficult to recruit
experienced volunteers and banders. In future years, we hope that the promising numbers
that we have encountered this year will help raise our profile and attract additional banders.
The fall migration showed a significant movement of White-throated Sparrows,

Ruby and Golden-crowned Kinglets and Hermit Thrushes. While these species were not
banded in any numbers, large numbers of these species were observed
moving through the site and surrounding areas.

During large migration events, we were not able to operate at full potential due to
a lack of volunteers, with some nets having to be closed early in order to keep up
with the catch rate. It is estimated during these big pushes, we could have had
two to three times as many birds as we banded. This gives us hope that 2007,
when better staffed, ABO will continue to catch significant numbers of migratory
songbirds.

This fall, we encountered some species that we had not banded beforeat the
observatory, these were: Blackburnian Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Blackpoll
Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, House Sparrow, Eastern Kingbird, Solitary
Sandpiper, Belted Kingfisher, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Black-billed Cuckoo, Blue-headed
Vireo and Warbling Vireo.

With only two seasons of migration monitoring behind us, it is too early to make
any significant analysis of the data collected. However, we managed to band 33
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Orange-crowned Warblers this fall and we believe this to be significant. In
comparison with other bird observatories in Ontario, we seem to have a
significantly higher catch rate. With one Orange-crowned Warbler banded during
spring 2006, it will be interesting to see if we maintain such significant numbers
through 2007.

The capture and banding of an after hatch-year male Hooded Warbler plus the
banding of two after second -year male Hooded Warblers in May and June of 2006,
provides evidence of their presence as a breeding bird in Pinery Provincial Park. This is
particularly significant as the Hooded Warbler is designated as ‘Nationally Threatened’ on
the Species-at-Risk list by COSEWIC.

Recovery data is a very important aspect of bird banding and after just two full
seasons, ABO is starting to recapture some of our own birds between different locations in
the park. The capture of a Red-eyed Vireo that was banded 4km away from Riverside as a
breeding bird, and then recaptured, post breeding, identifies Riverside as an important site
within the park for migrating birds. We were also able to retrap control birds banded by
other banders, such as the Downy Woodpecker. It is likely these birds were banded at
previous Victoria Day banding demonstrations at the Visitor Centre. This kind of recovery
will provide an idea of the longevity of these species, for example, it is known that the
Downy Woodpecker (Table 2) hatched in 2003 or earlier.

In 2007, Ausable Bird Observatory is looking to broaden its horizons and operate
a second site for migration monitoring within the Port Franks Important Bird Area. ABO
has made research applications to the various authorities and upon approval; we will look
to recruit volunteers to operate these sites.

Despite the regionally-observed poor migration, the numbers we banded are very
encouraging. We can now understand the importance of Pinery Provincial Park as a
corridor for migratory sparrows and warblers. The high numbers of White-throated, Swamp
and Chipping Sparrows as well as fair numbers of Magnolia, Myrtle and Common
Yellowthroats show that even on a poor migration year, Pinery is an important point in the
migration.

The banding of species classified as ‘at risk” by the Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC), such as the single Prothonotary (the first confirmed
record for the park since 1995) and Hooded Warblers, indicate the significance of Pinery
for these species and the need for further banding

VOLUNTEER CONTIBUTIONS:

Spring 2006

Long-term Volunteers (> 1 month):

Ray Marsh, Kevin Grundy, Peter Fearon Jr., David Brewer, Sarah Tremain, Melody Cairns.
Short-term Volunteers (< 1 month): '

Peter Holmes, Anthony Roberts, Gerry Thomas, Tony Galsworthy, Pete Fearon Sr.

Field Assistants (< 1 month):

Vincent Leahy, Tim Snieder, Arnie Weisbrot, Ellie Weisbrot.
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BANDING IN ONTARIO: 2006
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Short-eared Owl 3670}
Barred Owl 3680}
[|Great Gray Owi 3700} 2
[[Boreal ow 3710}
[INorthern Saw-whet Owi 3720 33 87 69 276
[[Eastern Screech-Owi 3730) 1
{iGreat Horned Owi 3750)f
ISnowy Owi 3760]
{lYellow-billed Cuckoo 3870]
{[Black-billed Cuckoo 3880]| 2 1
|[Belted Kingfisher 3900}
[Hairy Woodpecker 3930 3 2 4 7 1 1 2
[Downy Woodpecker 3940]) 5 5 25 18] 2 11 7
|Black-backed Woodpecker 4000]|
[Three-toed Woodpecker 4010f]
[Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 4020 3 6
[Pileated Woodpecker 4050 1
|Red-headed Woodpecker 4060
[Red-bellied Woodpecker 4090 1 ' 1
[lYellow Shafted-Flicker 4120 1 2 3 1
[Yellow X Red Shafted Flicker 4123
{Whip-poor-will 4170}f
[[Common Nighthawk 4200[f
[[Chimney Swift 4230
Ruby-Throated Hummingbird 4280} 206
IRufous Hummingbird 4330)]
[|Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 4430}f
Eastern Kingbird 4440j| 1
Western Kingbird 4470}
iGreat Crested Flycatcher 45201 3 1
|[Eastern Phoebe 4560} 11 5 1
Olive-sided Flycatcher 4590f
Eastern Wood-Pewee 4610j| 1 1
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 4630 2 1 2
Acadian Flycatcher 4650)f
Willow Flycatcher 4660)|
Alder Flycatcher 4661
Traill's Flycatcher 4669} 22 2 1
Least Flycatcher 4670)f 8 1 9
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Marshall Field 1919 - 2007

Marshall Field was a life-long naturalist. As a young man he was an avid hunter but
his interests gradually changed. In 1941 Marsh, Don Young, Fred Bodsworth, Ron
Brooman and Bill Stewart began the St Thomas Nature Club, an organization that
flourished until most of its members enlisted for service in World War I1. During the war,
while stationed at Bagotville, Quebec, Marsh made his first serious observations of birds.
Although he had no binoculars he watched every aspect of various species and observed
their size, flight patterns and colour and became familiar with their songs. In 1951, Marsh
and his colleagues formed the St Thomas Field Naturalists Club and he became the only
person to serve as president for two separate terms. Marsh was able to obtain his Master
Banding Permit in 1945 and actively held it until 2005. The first bird he banded under his
Master Permit was a black-capped chickadee. He continued to band at Hawk Cliff as a sub-
permittee until his death in 2007.

It was in 1951 that Marshall Field began to develop his keen interest in the hawk
migration at Hawk Cliff. He viewed the large flights of hawks with the hope of luring them
down to capture and band them. Marsh made a few amateurish attempts using a wire cage
with a trap door with a pigeon in a lower compartment for bait. Needless to say, none of
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these attempts were successful and the hawks continued on their migration route without
bands.

The idea of setting up a permanent hawk-banding station at Hawk Cliff was
stimulated by two major factors. John Roberts and Bill Wasserfall paid a visit to the well-
established raptor banding station at Cedar Grove, Wisconsin and in the spring of 1969,
Marsh visited Derby Hill on the south-east corner of the south shore of Lake Ontario. This
is one of the better viewing sites for the spring migration along the lower Great Lakes.
Marsh was informed that Jim Grier and Stan Temple from Cornell University were
operating a hawk-trapping station nearby. Marsh took a close look at the trapping
equipment being used at Derby Hill.

During the summer of 1969 Marsh, along with John Roberts and Bill Wasserfall,
started formulating plans to establish a raptor banding station at Hawk Cliff under the
guidance of the Point Pelee Hawk Banding Committee of the Ontario Bird Banding
Association. Marsh approached Steve Ivan, owner of the farm east of the Hawk Cliff road,
for permission to establish the station on his property. Permission was granted and on
Labor Day an 8 foot by 16 foot banding cabin was started and was ready for use three days
later. One of Marsh's prime objectives in establishing this station was to try to tie in
migration data at Hawk CIiff with the established accipiter banding station at Point Pelee. It
was important to determine whether it was possible to catch numbers of at least a few
species of hawks. Marsh's goal was to improve methods of catching hawks other than
accipiters and to learn more about the migration.

Jim Grier had warned Marsh that there would be many frustrations and
disappointments before the new banding station would operate effectively. This was due to
some of the trapping devices. An early prototype of a bow net used a commercial rat trap
on either side but the springs were too weak to pull the netting over with any force. If a red
tailed hawk was trapped, the hawk could lift the front of the trap and walk out and fly away
without being banded. The large mesh mist nets being used were only effective with no
wind. The 1969 operations ended on October 15 after many frustrations although 202
raptors had been banded by three banders.

The following season began and a new trapping station was started on October 3
of 1970. It was located about 500 feet northwest from #1 station. It was a 4 foot by 4 foot
frame covered with canvas leaving little room for one person to operate. The location
showed great promise and could double the numbers of #1 station on any good day. The
problem with the location was the field it was in. The area where the bow net was placed
became very muddy after a rainfall making it impossible to trap hawks. A new 4 foot by 8
foot station was built in a drier location but covering the same area as the temporary 4 foot
by 4 foot blind. This became #4 station. #5 station was a 4 foot by 8 foot building that
constructed to replace the makeshift blind nearer the cliff edge. It was hoped this new
location would have good potential for kestrels and harriers. Considerable time was spent
remodeling a larger building at the #3 location on the on the Water Resources property.

In 1971 Marsh received a Master Permit #10305 from the Canadian Wildlife
Services. This was when Marsh officially became the first Hawk Cliff Coordinator. Prior to
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this we had been banding under a permit issued to Point Pelee.

In 1975 and 1976 seven stations were operating. In 1977 an eighth one was
temporarily added but was discontinued after one year. In 1979 six stations were in
operation and this number continues to this day.

Marsh received permission to trap lure birds at the farm on the grounds of the St
Thomas Psychiatric Hospital. This was successful for several years until the farming was
discontinued. It was during a check of the lure bird traps that one of Marsh's most
satisfying moments occurred when he saw a wheatear, a bird common to Greenland and
Baffin Island.

Marshall's love and admiration for bald eagles also claimed many hours of studies
and planning to try to bring the bald eagles' numbers back to the level before their decline
due to environmental pollution. During the decline the bird was placed on the Ontario's
Endangered Species List in 1973. In the spring of 1983, Marsh located a nest in Elgin
County with one recently hatched eagle. Marsh received permission from the landowner to
study the nest's characteristics while the eaglet was banded.

Marsh was a founding member of the Ontario Bird Banding Association. From
1965 to 1976 he was a frequent contributor to the OBBA's annual reports. In 2003 Marsh
was the recipient of the Jeanette Dean Award, presented by the OBBA. In 1990 Marsh was
a founding member of the Heritage Tree Foundation for Elgin County.

Marsh worked diligently with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (OMNR)
as they studied the return of the bald eagle. During a severe wind storm a tree that had an
eagle's nest was severely damaged and Marsh designed and helped to install a successful
artificial nesting platform in the tree. There are now four artificial nesting platforms in use
in Southern Ontario.

Marsh also was a pioneer in the rehabilitation of birds, mostly passerines, while
working as park superintendent of Pinafore Park in St Thomas. He was even able to save
warblers by feeding them on fruit flies which he raised in a pail of fruit with a screen over
the top. In 1981 to 1985 he banded many Snow Buntings, Horned Larks and Lapland
Longspurs on a farm outside of St Thomas. He and Martin Wernaart retrapped each
other’s birds quite frequently and Martin recalls a phone call where Marsh said that “these
are very smelly birds” referring to the fact that they would feed on seeds in freshly spread
manure.

Marsh's vision and leadership have affetted the lives of many. His contributions
will not be forgotten and he will be missed by the members of the Hawk Cliff Raptor
Banders and the Ontario bird Banding Association. Marshall Howard Field was born in
St.Thomas June 27, 1919. He died Novemberl10, 2007 after a short illness.

Bob and Dale Hubert
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Submission of Banding Totals Articles and Reports

Due dates for submitting annual station reports are:
January 31st for Station totals.
February 10  for Annual Reports and Articles

Format for annual reports and articles.

Please submit all articles and reports in MS WORD.
Please use Times New Roman font for all submissions.
Please do not underline titles or headings or protect your tables.

Annual Reports should include the following:

Station Name and Year of Report
Name of Author, Address

General Information: Provide the location, including a description of site(s) and time line
of banding operations. Highlight the overall weather patterns for the year. Describe
banding equipment and methods used. List visitors and demonstrations given.

Banding Results: Include highlights, overall numbers and relationship to other years.
Describe the number of retraps, returns, and foreign retraps.

Summary: Summarize your year, including highlights and overall performance of station or
sites.
Acknowledgments: Participants, assistance, funding etc.

References: (If used) Author, Date, Title, Publisher, Address
Photos: digital and should have a good appearance when printed in black and white
Journal Articles should include the following:

Title of Article

Name and-address of author(s)

Abstract: Overview of paper — usually one paragraph in length
Introduction

Methodology

Data and Findings

Conclusion

Acknowledgments
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