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BANDING IN ONTARIO: 1998

W.D. Mcllveen'

Species
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Chartier

Dewey

Guily

Hubert
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Ludkin

Martin

Mecllveen

Miles

Roberts

Shaw

Simser

Pied-billed Grebe
Double<rested Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Mute Swan

Canada Goose

Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
American Black Duck
Mallard

149

Mallard X Black Hybnd
Blue-winged Teal
American Wigeon
Ring-necked Duck
Bufflehead

[

Osprey

Bald Eagle

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk

A4

[

31
1218
68

Northern Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk

Golden Eagle
American Kestrel
Merlin

Peregrine Falcon

Virginia Rail

Sora

American Coot
Black-bellied Plover
Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer

Lesser Yeilowlegs
Solitary Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper
Ruddy Tumstone

Sanderling

Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
Common Snipe
American Woodcock

Bonaparte's Gull

' W.D. Mcllveen, R.R. 1, Acton, Ontario, L7J 2L7
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Bast
Chartier
Dewey
Gully
Hubert
Lamble
Ludkin
Martin
Mcllveen
Miles
Read
Roberts
Shaw
Simser

Species

Ring-billed Gull
Mourming Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo 1 1
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Homed Owl
Snowy Owl
Long-eared Owl
Northemn Saw-whet Owl 1 41
Common Nighthawk
Whip-poor-will 1 1
Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker 7
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 3
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker 1 1 1 1
Black-backed Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

Yellow x Red Shatted Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker

Eastern Wood-Pewee 6 14 6
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Alder Flycatcher

Willow Flycatcher

Trail's Flycatcher 13 3
Least Flycatcher 16 4 1 3
Eastern Phoebe 8 1 10
Great Crested Flycatcher 6 1
Eastern Kingbird 1 3
Horned Lark
Purple Martin
Tree Swailow 25 932 10 169
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow

CHff Swallow

Bam Swallow

Blue Jay 38 i 2 a1 15 1 14
American Crow 3
Black-capped Chickadee 14 9
Boreal Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse 1 1 1
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1
White-breasted Nuthatch I 12
Brown Creeper 10 3 1 20 10
Carolina Wren 4 4 4
Bewick's Wren
House Wren 42 1 20 50 7 1 g 19
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Winter Wren 7 10 7

Marsh Wren 1
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5 . @ ’5 2] b
Species jas} &) =) < = o s} = = P> ~ 4 @ 5]
Golden-crowned Kinglet 1 54 33 8 61 54 25 2
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 3 68 14 41 105 3 68 70
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 10
Eastern Bluebird 242 72 9 103 | 294 12 7
Veerv 15 6 1 10 6 1
Gray-cheeked Thrush 1 14 1 15 14 2 2
Swainson's Thrush 19 37 2 32 36 2 1
Hermit Thrush 38 4 75 38 34 3
Wood Thrush 5 2 3 18 1 2
American Robin 23 1 1 20 95 3 1 10 3
Gray Catbird 18 3 61 104 19 5 32
Northern Mockingbird I
Brown Thrasher 2 1 1 1
American Pipit
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing 10 46 1 84 46 23
Northern Shrike
European Starling 23 10 16 6
White-eyed Vireo 1
Blue-headed Vireo 4 2 1 3 4 5 1
Yellow-throated Vireo 3
Warbling Vireo 1 22 10 1 22 2 2
Philadelphia Vireo 1 5 7 7
Red-eved Vireo 3 43 10 3 51 1 43 25
Blue-winged Warbler 1 1 7 1
Golden-winged Warbler 4
Brewster's Warbler 1
Lawrence's Warbler
Tennessee Warbler 11 12 1 12 1 14 3
Orange-crowned Warbler 2 1 2 12
Nashville Warbler 4 13 9 25 1 13 8 1
Northern Parula 1
Yellow Warbler 7 24 5 54 16 1 24 18
Chestnut-sided Warbler 4 28 3 1 12 28 3
Magnolia Warbler 31 68 34 2 54 68 13 1
Cape May Warbler 5 1 5
Black-throated Blue Warbler 2 41 10 14 41 i
Yellow-rumped Warbler 3 16 6 10} 399 16 63
Black-throated Green Warbler 3 1 1 1 8 1 3
Blackburnian Warbler 1 8 3 8 8
Pine Warbler
Western Palm Warbler i 5 6
Yellow Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler 5 3 6 8
Blackpoll Warbler 33 58 33 7
Cerulean Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler 2 21 2 5 21 3 1
American Redstart 135 21 3 2 14 1 21 11 1
Prothonotary Warbler 5 5
Worm-eating Warbler
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Species 2 5 2 5 é ..?3 3 § 5 b5 & & @ A
Ovenbird 22 1 3 26 11 7 I-
Northern Waterthrush 3 5 2 3 5 1
Louisiana Waterthrush 1
Connecticut Warbler 1 1
Mourmning Warbler 1 3 1 1 2 I
Common Yellowthroat 17 2 22 26 3 2 35 I
Hooded Warbler
Wilson's Warbler 6 17 3 I 17 9
Canada Warbler 2 10 5 5 10 3
Yellow-breasted Chat
Scarlet Tanager 1 5 1
Northern Cardinal 13 8 19 3 13 3 2
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 12 4 3 16 1 4 6
Indigo Bunting 4 11
Painted Bunting
Eastern Towhee 1
American Tree Sparrow 79 2 4 13 91 101 2] 122
Chipping Sparrow 4 6 49 1 1
Clay-colored Sparrow
Field Sparrow 1 1 6 1
Vesper Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow 7 80 1 9
Grasshopper Sparrow 1
LeConte's Sparrow
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow
Fox Sparrow 1 1 2 1 4
Song Sparrow 41 4 2 1091 170 8 2 4 89 9
Lincoln's Sparrow 1 3 2 1 It
Swamp Sparrow 6 7 90 22 7 10 i
White-throated Sparrow 10 55 2 17 112 1 561 208 18
White-crowned Sparrow 29 1 13 120
White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel's)
Harris' Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco 41 17 42 1181 239 7 6 17 21
Lapland Longspur
Snow Bunting
Bobolink 1 4
Red-winged Blackbird 28 3 13 41
Western Meadowlark
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird 1 13
Common Grackle 115 I 60 1 2 19
Brown-headed Cowbird 15 24 5 3 2 19
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole 16 13 1 1 39 13
Pine Grosbeak
Purple Finch 2 1
House Finch 4 [ 9 79 3 14
White-winged Crossbill
Common Redpoll 14 20 1 7 75
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THE 1998 LONG POINT BANDING SUMMARY

Jul Wojnowski’

LPBO completed its 39™ year of migration monitoring
in 1998 The total of 22.473 birds (invoiving 132
species and forms) banded was the fourth highest total
ever, and substantially above the 10-year average
(19,300 birds). An additional 3169 birds were banded
under LPBO’s banding permit at Thunder Cape. The
most productive banding station was Old Cut with
8753 birds, followed by the Tip (8262) and
Breakwater (4413). LPBO has now banded over
600,000 birds of 266 species since 1960. No new
species were added to the list in 1998, but new
banding records were set for several species, including
Blackpoll Warbler, Tundra Swan and Northern Saw-
whet Owl. The latter two species were specifically
targeted by special projects at Long Point, while
Blackpolls just had an exceptional passage, especially
at the Tip station in the fall.

There were 17 recoveries and 4 foreign retraps
reported to LPBO in 1998 (Tables 2 & 3). The long-

distance winner was a cowbird, recovered in Missouri
a year and a half after banding. Both a Sharp-shinned
Hawk and a Northern Saw-whet Owl traveled an
average of 37 km/day to cover the straight-line
distances between banding and recovery. The saw-
whet had the longer trek, however, coming from
northern Michigan to southern Ontario in 18 nights.
Perhaps even more impressive was the sprinting
Golden-crowned Kinglet that was recaptured 45
kilometers away by John Miles at Selkirk Provincial
Park, just a couple of hours after its release from the
Old Cut station!

As always, a huge debt of gratitude is owed to the
many participants who contributed to the 1998
migration monitoring program at Long Point. Thanks
also to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources,
Canadian Wildlife Service, Canada Trust Friends of
the Environment Canada Fund, LPBO supporters, and
the Baillie Birdathon for financial support.

Table 2. Recoveries reported to LPBO in 1998

Recovery

Location
Sharp-shinned Hawk Mauricio Guerrero 09-13-97 09-17-97 Coatsworth, ON 183 km WSW
Blue Jav Jonathan Simms 05-08-94 11-13-97 Venango TWP. PA 125km S
Brown Thrasher Paolo Viola 04-30-97 06-09-97 Barrie, ON 200 km NNE
European Starling Graeme Gibson 08-12-95 10-06-98 Avimer. ON 75 km WNW
Red-winged Blackbird Warren Clavdon 05-26-96 12-20-97 Greenville, SC 1070 km S
Brown-headed Cowbird Graeme Gibson 04-28-97 10-09-98 Sikeston, MO 1260 km SW
Brown-headed Cowbird Al Wallace 04-26-97 05-06-97 Selkirk Pk.. ON 45 km NE
Common Grackle Hilarv Pittel 04-23-91 06-11-98 Sandv Lake. PA 100 km S
Common Grackle Paul Prior 04-15-97 04-29-98 Jefferson. OH 120 km SW
Common Grackle Paul Prior 04-22-97 04-77-97 Long Point, ON Skm W
Common Grackle Graeme Gibson 04-25-97 04-25-98 Ambherst, NY 155 ENE
Dark-eved Junco Paolo Viola 04-15-97 04-20-98 Elsinore. ON 220 kim NW
Northern Cardinal Richard Wiacek 05-03-96 01-23-98 Windsor. ON 220 km WSW
Ovenbird Paolo Viola 05-19-97 05-22-97 Port Dover, ON 25 km NNE
Common Yellowthroat Christine Jamieson 09-24-93 03-01-98 Knoxville, TN 975 km SSW
Black-capped Chickadee Peter Coo 03-05-96 04-06-98 Sunderland, ON 195 km ENE
Golden-crowned Kinglet Paul Prior 04-03-97 04-03-97 Selkirk Pk. ON 45 km NE
! Jul Wojnowski, LPBO, Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario, NOE 1IMO
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Table 3. Foreign recoveries recently encountered at Long Point.

Species Banding Date Recovery Date Banding Location
Sharp-shinned Hawk 09-29-93 09-23-95 Nr. Sparta, ON
Northern Saw-whet Owl 10-07-97 10-30-98 Whitefish Point, Ml
Northern Saw-whet Owl 10-03-98 10-20-98 Whitefish Pomnt, Ml
House Finch 05-04-93 10-01-95

Nr. Sheldon, NY
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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION - TWENTY-EIGHTH

ANNUAL REPORT: 1999
Bob Hubert and Fran Hubert!

LOCATION OF HAWK CLIFF

Hawk Cliff is located on the Lake Erie shoreline 2
miles east of Port Stanley where the annual raptor
migration passes in great numbers each fall. It is
situated at 42°41'N by 81° 10'W in Elgin County,
Ontario. Reluctant to cross any large body of water
due to the absence of thermal currents, birds migrating
south from Northern Ontario and Quebec are
redirected in a southwesterly path by the St. Lawrence
River and the north shore of Lakes Ontario and Erie.
At the western end of Lake Ontario many hawks turn
south until they encounter Lake Erie. Here once again
they face open water and are rapidly forced north-
westward along the Lake Erie shoreline from Long
Point to the most northerly location on the lake near
Hawk Cliff. The land rises abruptly to form cliffs one
hundred feet high, and it is along here that raptors can
be observed in their greatest concentrations. Banders
have been banding at the same locations since 1969.
The Hawk CIliff area is accessed by a township road
which is an extension of Elgin County Road 22
running south from Fairview Avenue in St. Thomas.

AMERICAN KESTREL

There were 789 Kestrels banded during 1998, This
exceeds the previous five years’ average of 677. Don
Fowler again banded the first Kestrel of the season on
August 19" and the last on November 1, 1998. The
Kestrel flight peaked in September with 645 banded
and 2,154 observed. There were 113 Kestrels banded
on September 8™ with 350 being observed. There
were 2,521 Kestrels sighted during 1998.

MERLIN

This year set a new record for the number of Merlins
banded since we started 30 years ago. Our previous
record of 60 banded in 1995 was surpassed this year
to 64. There were 133 observed. The first Merlin
banded was on August 30" at #5 station by Don
Fowler and the last was on November 4" at #7 station
by George Prieksaitis. September was the month for
Merlins with 56 banded and 102 observed. There
were no Merlins observed during December.

" Bob Hubert, Co-ordinator

10 Paulson Court, St. Thomas, Ontario, NSR 1M9
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PEREGRINE FALCON

The first Peregrine to be observed was on September
12™ at the lake station and the first 1998 Peregrine
banded was on September 25 at #5 station. As Don
Fowler was about to close his station for the day a
Peregrine flew over the lure and through the mist net.
Coming into contact with a second mist net the
Peregrine was deflected into the high growing weeds
and grape vines. This did not discourage this bird as it
made several more passes over the lure. After a long
stoop from the lake the Peregrine responded to the
lure and was bow-netted. The second Peregrine was
banded on September 27® with a 35 KPH south-west
wind and 23°temperature one of three Peregrines
observed at #3 station by Cyril Crocker was trapped
and banded. This was a first for Cyril. With 50%
cloud cover, 17°C and a 35 KPH south-west wind the
third Peregrine for the season was banded at Don
Fowler’s lake station on October 18™ There were 60
Peregrines observed in 1998.

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

The first Sharp-shin banded in 1998 was by Don
Fowler at #5 lake station on August 19® The last was
banded by Bob Hubert at #1 station on December 7%.
September again proved to be the best month of the
season with 978 Sharp-shinned Hawks being banded
and 3,542 observed. October followed with 1,640
observed and 475 banded. The numbers of banded and
observed Sharp-shinned Hawks dropped dramatically
in November as 1 was banded and only 4 observed.

COOPER’S HAWK

On the 31* of August with a light north wind, clear
skies and 18°C, Don Fowler caught the first Cooper’s
Hawk of the 1998 season. The last Cooper’s was
banded under 100% cloud cover, 0°C with a 15 KPH
north-west wind on December 17" by Cyril Crocker.
The single highest day for observing Cooper’s Hawks
was on October 10™ when 25 were seen. There were 2
Cooper’s observed in August, 85 in September, 218 in
October, 36 in November and 9 in December. There
was a total of 350 observed in 1998 and 98 were
banded.
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GOSHAWK

The number of Goshawks observed and banded was
down considerably in 1998. The last low number
observed was in 1989 when 10 were observed.
During 1998 14 Goshawks were observed. The first
Goshawk banded was on Séptember 8* at #1 station
by Gary Hubert and the last banded was on
November 6" at #4 station by Eric Machell. There
were 8 Goshawks banded in 1998.

BROAD-WINGED HAWK

The first large migration of Broad-winged Hawks
started on September 8®. The early morning was
under dark cloud and light rain but hawks were
moving. The temperature was 11°C with a 10 KPH
wind. The rain stopped by 10:00. Large numbers of
Broad-winged Hawks were starting to fly and of the
several hundred that flew over #1 station, one
Broad-winged made a stoop at the lure then sat in
the poplar tree north of the station before continuing
its journey. September 9® had a clear blue sky with
10°C temperature and light north wind. This would
be the last big flight of Broad-wings sighted in 1998.
At 10:00 large numbers of Broad-wings were flying
low over #1 station. From these large numbers 2
came to the lures within fifteen minutes of each
other and were caught, banded and released. In the
east Broad-winged Hawks could be seen lifting from
the trees taking advantage of the thermals being
created as the sun was heating the earth. Unlike the
earlier flight of Broad-wings in the morning, these
were gaining altitude rapidly and would be
extremely high when they passed over #1 station.
There were 6 Broad-winged Hawks observed on
August 6" and one on October 3 1%, September §*
there were 6,000, September 9® 4,000, September
10" 1,550 and 1,350 on September 13" These were
the largest numbers on single days. On September
16™ 180 were seen and 370 were observed on
September 22™ There was a total of 13,630 seen in
1998.

RED-TAILED HAWK

There were 3 Red-tailed Hawks seen in August but
none were banded. The first 2 Red-tails were banded
at #1 and #4 stations on September 2™ and the last
by Bob Hubert at #1 station on December 18®.
There were 1,751 Red-tails observed and 281
banded in 1998. The first good flight of Red-tailed
Hawks occurred on October 21% with 85 seen and
there were 120 seen on October 22™. On the 29" of
October 95 Red-tails were observed and there were
170 seen on October 31*. The first four days of
November were encouraging as 230 were seen on
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the 1 of November, 175 on the 2™, 80 on the 3%
and 130 observed on the 4* The remainder of the
season-produced very low numbers of Red-tailed
Hawks. Marshall Field’s #7 inland station caught 92
of the 281 Red-tails banded in 1998. There were 4
stations still open in December hoping for snow to
see if this would encourage a Red-tail flight but the
temperatures remained above normal. During
December, 78 were observed with 16 being banded.
The last two stations, #1 and #5, closed December
29" Nothing flew on this day as lines and nets were
being put away for another season. There is no
doubt a large number of Red-tailed Hawks migrate
farther north of our location and are not seen by our
banders.

RED-SHOULDERED HAWK

Since the banders are concentrating on trapping
hawks while in their banding stations, there are
numerous hawks flying past that are not seen. This
accounts for the low numbers observed as only 20
were identified. Fortunately Paul Leverton was at his
#4 station when Red-Shouldered Hawks did fly. He
banded 4 of the S that were banded in 1998. The 5%
was banded at #7 station. The first Red-shouldered
Hawk banded was on September 23 and the last 2
were banded on October 22™, one by Paul Leverton
and the other by Marshall Field.

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK

The number of Rough-legged Hawks seen was even
lower than the 17 observed in 1997 as we saw only
11 this year. Again we feel the weather had an effect
as there were a number of Rough-legs observed in
January 1999 after all the stations were closed.
There was an abundance of snow and cold clear
days in January.

NORTHERN HARRIER

We felt we had a good year on Harriers in 1997 as
144 were banded but this was surpassed in 1998 as
176 were banded and 1,393 were observed. As in
the past, the lake station manned by Don Fowler,
dominated the number of Harriers caught as his
station trapped 128 of the 176. The first Harrier
banded was on August 26" and the last on
December 24™ by Don Fowler. September was the
big month for Northern Harriers as 965 were
observed and 130 banded. September 8" there were
110 observed, 175 on September 9* and 160 on
September 10™ There were 352 Harriers observed
in October with 36 being banded. November’s totals
declined as 47 were observed and 3 banded.
December failed to produce the large flight of adult
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males as 16 were observed and 3 were banded.
Again we blamed the abnormal December for the
lack of Harriers.

BALD EAGLE

There were 112 Bald Eagles observed in 1998,
however, none was caught to band. On December
2" with a brisk south-west wind, clear skies and
11°C a Bald Eagle flew from the east along the cliff
edge and side-slipped over to the lure bird in front of
Don Fowler’s #5 station as soon as the lure was
activated. The Eagle held about 20 feet over the
lure. It would then drop with legs extended, hold
position again over the lure. As quickly as it
appeared, it departed drifting out over the lake
leaving a frustrated but excited bander.

GOLDEN EAGLE

There were 40 Golden Eagles observed this vear,
again a number of Eagles were flying north of the
stations but were not counted. On a day with light
north -west winds, 5°C and 50% cloud cover, Paul
Leverton was to catch his first and our only Golden
Eagle for the season. There were a number of
Golden Eagles sighted this day and fortunately one
responded. It was near the end of the day when Paul
was in the process of closing his station. The eagle
came low, took the lure and was trapped. Paul
immediately rushed to the bird to make certain it
would not get out of the net. Fortunately Tom
Chatterson was with Paul and they were able to
complete the measurements required. Paul then
carried the eagle to #1 station. The eagle bands and
rivet gun was obtained and the process of banding
took place. A number of pictures were taken and the
magnificent eagle was released.

TURKEY VULTURES

There were 2 Turkey Vultures seen on August 28"
and the last one was observed on November 24",
There was a consistent flight of Turkey Vultures in
October with 3,314 sighted. There was a total of
3,708 observed in 1998,

OSPREY
There were 172 Osprey observed in 1998. 7 were
observed in August, 157 in September and 7 in

October.

The number of observed birds was based on the
information received from banding stations only.
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HAWK CLIFF WEEKENDS

The first of the Hawk Chff Weekends was held on
September 12% and 13" On September 12* there
was 20% cloud cover, temperature of 15°% but
unfortunately no wind. There were hawks flying
quite high. Bob Hubert was able to show an
immature and an adult male Northern Harrier, and a
male and female immature Sharp-shinned Hawk. In
the afternoon, Jim 1zawa had a male and female
Sharp-shin, an American Kestrel and a Northern
Harrier to display to the people at the cliff. Cyril
Crocker showed a male Merlin, an American
Kestrel, 2 male Northern Harrier and a female
Sharp-shin on the morning of the 13" In the
afternoon Russ Chantler completed the first
weekend with a female Sharp-shin, a female
American Kestrel and a male Northern Harrier.
There was 100% cloud cover and

15°¢ temperature and thunder in the distance on the
morning of September 19%, the last Hawk CIliff
weekend of the season. There were few hawks
flying but Jim Izawa had an immature male and a
female Sharp-shinned Hawk and a male Northern
Harrier to show. In the afternoon he did the talk
with one immature male Sharp-shin. It was a
disappointing day. On the 20" it was foggy with
early rain, a slow migration day. In the morning,
however, Cyril Crocker had a Merlin to show to the
onlookers. In the afternoon Russ Chantler also had a
Merlin to display along with his presentation.

MISCELLANEOUS

On October 4%, a television crew from the Life
Channel working on a “Wild By Nature” program,
with host Michael Runtz visited the banding station.
Although weather conditions were not too
favourable a few hawks flew. The five members of
the TV crew did an excellent job filming the
operation and did not frighten any hawks.

At our annual Hawk Cliff Raptor Bander’s banquet
we were pleased to have as our guests, Phil Roberts,
Steve Dixon and John St. Louis who band at
Holiday Beach. They shared some of their banding
experiences with us through a slide presentation.
Their enthusiasm made this a great night.

We were saddened by the death of Marge Bowlby
this year. She contributed greatly to the observation
totals of hawks at Hawk CLiff during the migration
period for many years. Our sympathy is extended to
her husband, Grant, and family.
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A long time contributor to the Hawk Cliff Raptor
Banders, Marjorie Raun also died in 1998. Her keen
interest and support of raptor banding will be
missed.

INTERESTING INFORMATION

The following is from The Canadian Migration
Monitoring Network regarding an interesting Sharp-
shinned Hawk recovery:

A SSHA was banded on August 28", 1998 at 1050
a.m. as a HY female, wing 197 mm, wt. 155.7 g at
Thunder Cape Bird Observatory (North shore of
Lake Superior), Ontario. It was recovered 31 days
later in a mist net while trying to catch a pigeon, on
September 28, 1998 at 1155 a.m. as a HY female,
wing 190 mm, wt 148 g at La Mancha Biological
Station, 54 NW of Veracruz City, Mexico, a coastal
locality (19 35'N, 96 23'W). The bird flew at least
3500 km/2187 miles in 31 days which makes 112
kms day/70.5 miles a day.
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INNIS POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: 1997 IN REVIEW

Bill Murphy and Bill Petrie

Snow Buntings

A single Snow Bunting provided an auspicious
beginning to 1997 at Innis Point when it was captured
on January 1. From a high of 242 banded in 1991, the
annual number of Snow Buntings had declined to only
71 in 1996. After the Snow Buntings successfully
shunned us for 12 months, the capture of even one
bird on the first day of the new year signaled hope for
a return to better times.

The paucity of Snow Buntings captures was partly
explained by competition for seed from mammals. The
Snow Buntings at Innis Point are attracted to ground
traps baited with cracked corn, and their capture
depends on several conditions. First, they largely
ignore corn until there is a complete mantle of snow in
winter, and whenever a few square meters of bare
ground appear in the vicinity, they abandon the corn
again. Second, anything which reduces the corn
available to them, such as squirrels and deer, will
cause them to abandon the area. Further, mammals
which scatter the seed cause the birds to spread out to
forage, resulting in fewer captures. Finally, the birds
are easily disturbed by any human activity in an area
as they a very watchful and take flight at the slightest
distraction. The occasional snowmobile on the river or
vehicle on t he road can undermine a morning’s
capture rate significantly.

An additional 10 Snow Buntings were captured on
two other days in January, but competition from
mammals kept the numbers down to a single bird in
February. At this point, in hopes of cutting out the
competition, the ground trap was elevated several
meters to the roof of one of the buildings, becoming
the first Innis Point “Roof Trap™ The effect on
captures was almost immediate: 2 buntings on March
1, 15 on the 8", 1 on the 9%, 18 on the 22™ and a final
15 on March 31* Although squirrels eventually
discovered the new location, the deer have remained
terrestrial - with no reported visits from Santa’s
reindeer! Banding total, though still well below those
from earlier in the decade, recovered to 79 for the
year.

Perhaps the only thing more surprising that not
capturing any Snow Buntings in mid-winter would be
to record a female bunting at that time. Correct sexing
of the species has been until recent years been
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frustrated by misleading information published in the
standard Pyle guide to ageing and sexing passerines -
information which unfortunately not been corrected in
the new edition of the guide. But since we have now
straightened out our sexing of Snow Buntings at Innis
Point, ewe find that only the males frequent our area
in winter. Unless the females are uniformly smarter
than the males and so avoid capture, it must be that
females winter south of our region. That the sexes
have different wintering grounds (as is seen, for
example, in the Dark-eyed Juncos) is supported by the
fact that the female Snow Buntings that we do see at
Innis Point appear there only in Spring migration, i.e.
mid- and late-March.

Ninety-three percent of Snow Buntings captured at
Innis Point in the past three years have been males
(Table 1). As is typical, all 7 of the females recorded
in 1997 came in late winter: all were banded on March
31. The capture of as many as 15 birds that late in the
winter was directly attributable to a fresh cover of 5
centimeters of snow.

Table 1 Snow Bunting captures by sex, 1995

and 1997
Year Male Female Total*
1995 75 5 80
1997 79 7 86
Total 154 12 166

* All captures including returns

Late Fall capture of Snow Buntings are also highly
dependent on the arrival of a solid snow cover. The
total of 16 banded last Fall was typical of recent years,
but a far cry from the 108 banded in 1987. Along with
them, however, was our 100™ return for the species.
Seventy-four individuals have returned for at least one
subsequent winter (Table 2), for a return rate of 4.3
percent. Twenty birds have returned for more than
one winter.

22




Table 2 All Snow Bunting returns, by number of winters returning, to end of 1997.

Not returning 1 Winter 2 Winters 3 Winters 4 Winters Total*
Number 1621 54 15 4 1 1715
Percentage 94.5 3.1 0.9 02 0.6 100

* excludes individuals banded in fall 1997, which have not yet had an opportunity to return.

Busy Spring

April 1997 saw less coverage than normal as we made
final preparations for the migration monitoring
program which provided significantly enhanced
coverage throughout May. The new centerpiece of
our monitoring activities, the Spring Migration
Monitoring Program (SMMP), was reviewed in Vol
12 No. 1 IPBO Newsletter. As the SMMP wound
down, the studies of breeding birds started up, with
plenty of activity during the one week when they
overlap. During the first weekend in June, IPBO
volunteers ran 2 days of Spring Migration Monitoring
in the “Point “ area, one day of migration monitoring
in the ‘Field” area, and the first day of each of the
Breeding Bird Census, Monitoring Avian Productivity
and Survivorship (MAPS) and Birds in Forested
landscapes (BFL) programs for the year (Phew!)

Fall

Fall invasions of Black-capped Chickadees are
legendary at Innis Point, and the 162 banded on
September 27 last year were reminiscent of the
invasion years of 1988 and 1990. As usual in such
irruptions, the birds were noisy (cailing repeatedly),
fast-moving (at least by chickadee standards) and
hugged the shoreline. Thus, while Swamp East
captured 56 individuals, only 16 were netted at
Swamp, which is only slightly further away from the
river. Unfortunately, we did not have sufficient
coverage to properly document the extent and
duration of the irruption. The weekend preceding the
invasion day was rained out; and only 35 new

chickadees moved through seven days later. However,

this irruption, together with a poor Fall migration of
Yellow-rumped Warblers, was enough to ensure that
the Black-capped Chickadee topped the yearly
banding totals for the 7" time in the past 10 years
(Table 3)

Red-winged Blackbirds are common transients in Fall
at Innis Point, but, in marked contrast to Spring,

overtly the site rather than land there. Until 1997, the
only captures in Fall were 10 on September 14, 1982.
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Last October, however,4 were captured on October
18, and 3 more on October 25. Even more notable
was the early appearance of Common Redpolls. The
first one banded, on October 11, was captured at
Road South before any others had been detected in
the area. Road South is clearly our early-waming site
for redpoll invasions, as the first redpoll detected in
the 1986-87 tlight year also showed up there (on
October 18). Eleven of 81 Redpolls observed on
October 18, 1997 were banded, and flocks of 50
(Nov. 1) and 116 (Dec. 6) continued to appear
throughout the late Fall. presaging a busy winter.

All told, with 92 days of coverage, there were 3248
birds of 96 species banded at Innis Point in 1997
(Table 4). This marked the return to more normal
levels of coverage and birds after a poor Fall 1996 and
a record-low total of 1824 of 82 species banded that
year. In 1997, record highs were noted for 5 species
(Table 5) and there was one new species - Carolina
Wren.

Returns

The 230 returns of 34 species (Table 6) were at
typical levels for Innis Point. As usual, Black-capped
Chickadees were the most numerous returns, with
Yellow Warbler, Blue Jay, Purple martin, and Song
Sparrow far behind. Among the returns of interest:

— A female Red-eyed Vireo (2051-94746) banded
in the field on June 1, 1988 by Tracey Dean, was
recaptured there in 1991. It has since been
recorded nesting on the MAPS plot in 1996 and
1997, most recently on July 3, 1997 Ata
minimum age of 10 years, 1 month and 4 days, it
is | month and 4 days older than the oldest Red-
eyed Vireo previously known in North America
(1972, Pennsylvania) according to the latest
information trom the Bird Banding Laboratory.

- An American Tree Sparrow recorded on each of

the 8 winters since 1990. In most vears, it has
been captured only once.
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Table 4. Total Birds banded by species, Innis Point, 1997
Species Total | Species Total | Species Total
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 | Gray-cheeked thrush 2 | Common Yellowthroat 58
Killdeer 2 { Swainson’s Thrush 7 | Wilson’s Warbler 13
Spotted Sandpiper 13 | Hermit Thrush 15 | Canada Warbler 6
Least Sandpiper 1 | Wood Thrush 8 | Scarlet tanager 7
Mourning Dove 2 | American Robin 92 | Northern cardinal 5
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 2 | Gray Catbird 51 | Rose-breasted Grosbeak 16
Downy Woodpecker 16 | Brown Thrasher 22 | American Tree Sparrow 56
Hairy Woodpecker 14 | Cedar Waxwing 36 | Chipping Sparrow 12
Yellow-shafted Flicker 3 | European Starling 6 | Clay-colored Sparrow 3
Eastern Wood Pewee 6 | Blue-headed Vireo 6 | Field Sparrow 11
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 2 | Warbling Vireo 13 | Vesper Sparrow 1
Trail’s Flycatcher 13 | Philadelphia Vireo 2 | Savannah Sparrow 3
Least Flycatcher 26 | Red-eyed Vireo 33 | Fox 5
Eastern Phoebe 16 | Tennessee Warbler 5 | Song Sparrow 88
Great Crested Flycatcher 13 | Orange-crowned Warbler 3 | Lincoln’s Sparrow 5
Eastern Kingbird 3 | Nashville Warbler 37 | Swamp Sparrow 11
Purple Martin 128 | Yellow Warbler 158 | White-throated Sparrow 140
Tree Swallow 96 | Chestnut-sided Warbler 23 | White-crowned Sparrow 9
N. Rough-winged Swallow 1 | Magnolia Warbler 45 | Dark-eyed Junco 96
Bank Swallow 2 | Cape may Warbler 3 | Snow Bunting 79
Barn Swallow 5 | Black-throated Blue Warbler 13 | Bobolink 1
Blue jay 48 | Yellow-rumped Warbler 234 | Red-winged Blackbird 110
Black-capped Chickadee 403 | Black-throated Green Warbler 4 | Common Grackle 25
Red-breasted Nuthatch 3 | Blackburnian Warbler 1 | Brown-headed cowbird 8
White-breasted Nuthatch 15 | Western Palm Warbler 25 | Baltimore oriole 45
Brown Creeper 9 | Yellow Paim Warbler 1 | Purple Finch 108
Carolina Wren 1 | Bay-breasted Warbler 4 | Common Redpoll 34
House Wren 7 | Blackpoll Warbler 10 | Pine Siskin 63
Winter Wren 2 | Black-and-white Warbler 64 | American Goldfinch 203
Golden-crowned Kinglet 33 | American Redstart 49 | Evening Grosbeak 1
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 84 | Ovenbird 24 | House Sparrow 4
Eastern Bluebird 22 | Northern Waterthrush 9
Veery 19 | Mourning Warbler 5

Total 3248
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Table 3 Occurrences of each species
- among annual top 3 species,
1982-1997

Species 1] 2| 3% | Top 3
Black-capped Chickadee | 105 1.5} 2 14
Yellow Warbler 15165 1 9
Tree Swallow 21 21 4 8
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 2 1 4
Pine Siskin 1 1 1 3
Dark-eyed Junco 1 1 2
Common Redpoll 1 1 2
American Goldfinch 2 2
Purple Martin 1 1
Evening Grosbeak 1 1
Snow Bunting 1 1
Purple Finch 1 1
161 16} 16 48

- A female hairy Woodpecker banded by Chris
Ellingwood at the Ottawa Duck Club’s Fourth
Line feeder in February, 1987, recaptured there
in march 1988 and not seen again until
November 29, 199 at BF, was at least 11%2 years
old. This bird has established the IPBO record
for the longest period between captures for an
individual (9 years, 8 months)

— A second tree sparrow records on 6 of 7 winters
since 1991. It was nearly missed during the
winter of 1995-96, when it was netted on may 4,
presumably just before heading north to breed.

— A Black-capped Chickadee which grew a largely
white set of replacement tail feathers during one
Fall, and normal gray-and-white feathers the
next summer.

—  Chickadees which breed on the MAPS plot but
visit the Bird Feeder each winter (1 kilometer
away); hatch-year chickadees first captured in
the Point area which move to the Field area (2
kilometers, ) or vice versa; and others which are
recorded at the feeder each winter but are not
observed the rest of the year.

— A male Canada Goose, banded as a gosling by
Pierre Mineau at Bell Northern on Carling
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Avenue in 1991, returned to Innis Point for the
fourth time in the past 6 years, to form part of
the only local nesting pair.

- A Brown Creeper banded at Point on October 6,
1996 was recaptured at Oak Ridge on October
18 the next year.

—  Among the 16 Purple Martins recaptured during

1997, 13 were initially banded as nestlings. This
species appears to consider House 1 at Innis
Point more desirable real estate than House 2,
which is slightly further from the river. Is House
1 in fact more productive? Well the sample is
small, but 9 of the 13 nestlings returning were
born in House 1, compared to House 2. So
perhaps House 1 is indeed a better place to raise
a martin family.

— A male Ovenbird banded as a hatch-year in
1992, and which now nests on the MAPS plot,
apparently shows buff feather edging as an adult.
It has repeatedly confounded banders, who have
erroneously judged it a second-year bird for
three years in a row.

- A male Yellow Warbler recorded during 5
summers since 1990 has consistently had heavy
redish streaking on t he head and back when in
alternate (Spring) plumage.

Station Management

Several aspect of the bird observatory were better
organized in 1997. Years of gradual improvements
culminated when we finally got our net inventory fully
organized last Spring.

Hugh Groleau provided a convenient net-holding
rack, Rick Ticknor supplemented Claude St.-Louis’
original series of net tags, and Martha Caskey
designed the final form of our net inventory sheet. To
complete the inventory, we also showed that it is
possible, if not ideal, to assess the quality of a 12-
meter net in a building that is less than 10 meters on
the diagonal!

We also bade farewell to the original Ottawa Banding
Group trailer in 1997. The trailer was a major
improvement in shelter when it was brought on site in
1983. In recent years, however, an assortment of
mammals and snakes had come to frequent it much
more than IPBO staff, who had moved into the then-
NRC-owned buildings around 1986. However, the
trailer served well in making work effective during the
crucial early years of the observatory.
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Table 6 Returns to Innis Point by Table 5 Species banded in record high
- species, 1997 numbers, 1997 -

Species Returns

Species 1997 | Previous High

Canada Goose 1

Blue Jay 48 45 (1984)

—_

Spotted Sandpiper

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Western Palm Warbler 25 18 (1983)

Downy Woodpecker

Brown Thrasher 22 21 (1983)

o O | —

Hairy Woodpecker

Yellow-shafted Flicker
Purple martin 15 Clay-colored Sparrow 3 1 (1988)

Northern Cardinal 5 4 (1994)

—_

Tree Swallow 2 Carolina Wren 1 -

Blue jay 15
Black-capped Chickadee 62
White-breasted Nuthatch

Brown Creeper

Veery

American Robin

Gray Catbird

Warbling Vireo
Red-eved Vireo
Nashville Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
Ovenbird

Common Yellowthroat

~ O[O |~ fin

—_

[ LS I R 9%

—
~
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—_
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American Tree Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow

._.
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Song Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow

Snow Bunting
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird

Baltimore Oriole

O Joo [t o oo o oy =

Purple Finch

[S8)
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&

Total, 34 species
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[NNIS POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: 1998 SPRING MIGRATION

MONITORING REPORT

Bill Murphy and Bill Petrie

The second year of the Spring Migration Monitoring
Program (SMMP) differed from 1997 in several ways.
There was fuller coverage of the count period, there
was less rain and wind, migration got off to a better
start, and several species were much more common
than the year before. But in the end, the overall results
were disappointingly similar.

Indeed, in someways, the results for 1998 were even
more sobering than those from Year One. Despite 8
additional days of coverage and much less time lost to
bad weather (Table 1), the total banded increased by
only 1 percent, from 1052 to 1063. There were 17
days with banding totals under 20. Even the usually
busy period in the middle of may failed to produce the
expected migrants. Particularly indicative is the fact
that the busiest banding day (49 banded) occurred as
early as May 4!

IPBO was prepared for better results the Spring.
Rinchen Boardman agreed to direct the field staff
again this year, and he had more a experienced crew
of volunteers to lead. Bill Fyfe was a stalwart
volunteer once again, and Mike Shaw joined him to
provide a solid core of support to Rinchen on most
weekdays during the program. A good corps of other
volunteers returned to help provide a total of 165
volunteer days (Table 2)

Table 2 SSMP Volunteers for 1998

Days Volunteers

25-30 Bill Fyfe and Mike Shaw

15-24 Bill Petrie and Rick Ticknor

36720 Paul Davidson, Bill Murphy, Jack,
Romanow, and Eve Ticknor

36621 Martha Caskey, Erica Dunn, Judith
Kennedy, Christine Marleau, and Bev
McBride

36527 Tom Bears, Peter Browne, Connie

Downes, Paul Guily, David Hussell,
and Jean, McGuigan
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The most notable aspect of the season was the Black-
capped Chickadee irruption. The chickadee flight was
already underway when SMMP began on April 24. On
the mornings of April 11, 13, 1Ind 18, there were
respectively 125, 150, and 160 chickadees moving
through and 193 of these were netted for banding.
The movement continued into the start of the SMMP.
Indeed, it seemed through the first two weeks that
chickadees were practically the only migrants. Except
for Day 2, which feature snow flurries and strong
northwest winds, chickadees formed 60%-100 of
individuals banded each day during the first week, and
30%-80 of those banded on 6 of the next 7 days.
Numbers during the early SMMP period were modest
in comparison to previous weeks (e.g. the one-day
high was 75 individuals observed on may 4, compared
to 100 banded and 160 observed on April 18). The
movement was less impressive than Fall migrations of
the species at Innis Point. (From mid-September to
mid-October 1988, for example, there were 1169
chickadees banded during 11 days of coverage and
1133 banded over a similar period in 1990). But
whether the flight was a flood or a trickle, there
remained the puzzling question as to why the
chickadees appeared to be moving south, not north.

In both Spring and Fall, it seems that the local
geography at Innis Point confuses irrupting
chickadees, and their apparent southward movement
this Spring may be part of that phenomenon. Flocks
have been observed to reverse direction at the Point;
nevertheless. observers had a strong impression that
most chickadees were moving southward. On April
18, for example, the birds were moving with a
noticeable haste against strong southerly winds. for
which they compensated somewhat by taking a more
inland route than usual. Certainly, returns of birds
banded from Fall irruptions have shown a movement
eastward down the Ottawa River, with same-day
recoveries in the City of Ottawa, and more recoveries
1.3 weeks later in and around Montreal. But there is
no solid evidence that the birds are in fact “migrating”
(i.e. that they revers the direction of movement
between Spring and Fall), hence the term “irrupting”.
if we are fortunate, one of our Spring irruptives may
be recovered elsewhere, because much remains to be
learned about the intriguing Black-capped Chickadee
movements at Innis Point.




Ups and Downs

While Black-capped Chickadees
banded jumped from 10 last year to
282 this year, all but one of last year’s
top ten species declined in 1998
(Table 3). By species, declines lead
advances by 49 to 28. Chickadees, at
the start of the program, and Cedar
Waxwings, at the end, were the most
frequently banded. The waxwing
numbers were at the “normal” levels
we expected, with the 1997 total of
12 banded the aberration.

A few species were relatively more
common than expected. There were
25-30 Chipping Sparrow on May 3-7,
and 10-12 Savannah Sparrows on
those same days. American Redstart,
and Northern Waterthrush numbers
were up in an otherwise dismal spring
for warblers. When the exact dates

Table 1 Selected SMMP Summary Statistics from 1997 and 1998

Coverage 1997 1998
Days during target 45-day period with
Coverage 37 45
Census and Estimated Daily Totals 36 45
Mist-netting entirely rained out 3 0
At least some coverage lost due to bad 23 16
weather
Portion of netting coverage lost due to bad 21% 8%
weather
Number of volunteers 23 19
Total volunteer-days 146 165
Resuits 1997 1998
Species observed 156 158
Species banded 75 68
Total individuals banded 1052 1063

covered in 1997 are compared

between the two years, the total

banded is down by 17 percent.

Warblers banded over these same 37 days dropped by
an astonishing 66 percent.

The Ruby-throated Hummingbird migration was
virtually non-existent this year. Only 14 individuals
were detected over 8 days, compared to 76 (itself a
modest figure) over 18 days in 1997 The low
numbers of migrants probably reflect both the poor
breeding season last year, and the excellent weather
this Spring (Table 1) - excellent for the birds flying
overhead, but not for the human observers on the
ground! On the plus side, the slow pace left lots of
time for us to familiarize ourselves with the new Pyle
identification guide, and we spent much time checking
for moult limits and puzzling over primary covert
shapes. Our staff also put a lot of effort into General
Observations and were able to increase the number of
species observed from last year’s 156 to 158 in spite
of the thin migration and a drop in the number of
species banded. We thank Rinchen for his leadership
again this year. Whether training and encouraging
volunteers, identifying those distant shorebirds or
helping us to fine-tune the protocol, his experience
and advice were invaluable.

Last year’s top single-day species was Brant, with
2,200 individuals observed on May 19 This year, only
29 Brant passed through Innis Point, over 2 days. This
year’s one-day leader was their far more common
relative, the Canada Goose. There was a steady flow
of high-flying flocks of 50 to 100 Canada on the last
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day of April, totaling 1,600 birds. In both years, there
appeared to be two migratory periods for Canada
Geese, the first ending in early May, and a second
running from late May to early June. This year there
were 5 days with 400 or more from the start of
SMMP up to May 7. The later migration consisted of
4 days of 200 or more migrants from May 25 to June
2, with a peak of 530 on May 28.

Our general impression of the migration is that the
low numbers banded accurately reflected the low
number of birds moving through the count area in
both years. However, a comparison of banding and
EDT (Estimated Daily Total) figures reveals
significant differences for some species. Myrtle
Warblers banded dropped by almost 90 percent (202
to 27), but the total number of Myrtles observed fell
by “only” 69 percent (723 to 230). The difference is
even more marked for Blue Jay. Blue Jay captures fell
by 77 percent (26 to 6), yet ETD during their main
migratory period each year (May 11-28) actually
increased by 125% (from 199 to 451). At least part of
the explanation seems to be that both species were
“grounded” by more persistent bad weather in 1997,
so that a much larger percentage was captured in the
mist nets. The markedly different capture ratios in the
two years (from 28% to 12% for Myrtles”, and 13%
to 1% for jay) underline the wisdom of using several
different indicators (banding, standard census, EDTs)
to track migration.
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Species infrequently banded at Innis Point ~
included a Cooper’s Hawk from Inner Point (2™ -
ever), a Pileated Woodpecker from Swamp 4", Table 3 Top ten species banded, 1998 SMMP, in
a Clay-colored Sparrow from Inner Point (5*) - comparison with 1997
and American Woodcocks from Swamp and
P 15% 169y Total Banded
arallel Road (15" and 16™) 1998 1997
Notable Sightings Rank | Species 1997 | 1998 | Rank
o ) ) 1 Black-capped Chickadee 10 | 282 -
Among the unusual sightings this Spring:
2 Cedar Waxwing 12 98 -
- A Great Egret over the river on May 5,
The species is very rare at any time of 3 Yellow Warbler 111 80 2
year, and accidental in early may in this . ] R
region (OFNC Checklist, 1993). 4 Red-winged Blackbird 77 55 3
) 5 Tree Swallow 34 39 7
- A Caspian Tern on May 29 (very rare to
accidental in the Ottawa area). 6 American redstart 22 32 -
- There were 32 Arctic Terns on May 26, 7 American Goldfinch 53 30 4
with 2 to 5 observed on 3 other dates . . .
up to June 5. 8 Baltimore Oriole 33 29 8
) 9 ‘Myrtle” Warbler 202 27 1
- A Red-bellied Woodpecker was
discovered on the census on May 8. The 10-11 | American Robin 45 25 6
OFNC checklist does not report any —
occurrences of the species in May. It is 10-11 | Chipping Sparrow 6 25 -
very rare in winter and there are only a C 1 R
handful of records during the summer - ommon Yellowthroat 47 23 >
mqnths (including one banded at Innis ~ Song Sparrow 30 23 9
Point on June 6, 1983).
_ Gray Catbird 28 16 10
- A Yellow-throated Vireo at Swamp
east on June 6. Totals 1052 1063
In the near-miss category, a White-winged Crossbill days later. It had lost 1 gram (12% of its total body
was detected over the MAPS plot on the last day of weight) during its five-day, 180 kilometer trip, and
the SMMP, and was heading towards the SMMP had no visible fat reserves remaining. It was also
area, but was not noted in the count area itself. missing 2 of its 12 tail feathers.
A Great Crested Flycatcher banded at OB on May 12, A review of Innis Point data from 1982 to 1996
1987 was recaptured at Parallel Road on May 17 this suggests that at least 1,500 birds should be banded in
year. The individual, probable male, was at least 11 an “average” SMMP year. Perhaps Spring 1999 will
years, 11 month old. It had been records on one other be more “average”

occasion (July 4, 1992, at Road South) suggesting
that it had probably bred in the area. The longevity
record for this species is 13 years and 11months.

An American Redstart provided a tangible link
between Innis Point and its nearest migration
monitoring neighbor, the bird observatory at Prince
Edward Point on Lake Ontario. The second-year male
redstart was banded at Prince Edward Point on may
18, and recaptured at the Swamp East net line five
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PRINCE EDWARD POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY 1998 SPRING

MIGRATION REPORT
Eric A. Machell!

METHODS

During the 1998 spring migration, the bird
observatory at Prince Edward Point was in operation
from April 12 to June 6, the purpose being to monitor
the migration of birds through this specific area.
Monitoring followed the guidelines written in the
protocol statement for Migration Monitoring at Prince
Edward Point by Machell. [1], with two
modifications; one net-lane was extended by an
additional net, and a J-trap was added. This protocol
methodology was used in conjunction with:

A Manual for Monitoring Bird Migration by
McCracken er al. (1993) [2];

Recommended Methods for Monitoring Bird
Migration by Hagan er al. (1994) [3].

Banding was carried out for six hours each day,
except in adverse weather conditions. The primary
capture method was with mist nets. Ground traps
were used, as in previous years, and the newly
constructed J-trap was also in use. A census was done
daily; estimated totals were derived from capture
numbers, census data, and general observations
throughout each day. The intent is to continue to
operate the observatory in future years following the
same guidelines as employed in 1998.

All birds captured were banded using CWS bands,
age/sex data was recorded, and in addition, wing
length, weight, and fat status were recorded for each
bird.

GENERAL REPORT

A significant factor affecting bird migration in 1998
was the weather. This was the year of a strong El
nino, which resulted in a mild winter, followed by a
warmer spring than average. During the months of
April and May, Prince Edward point experienced light
winds and very little rain. This affected the vegetation
cover with trees leafing early, and many flowers and
flowering shrubs being in bloom approximately two
weeks earlier than usual. With regard to the banding
operation, the weather permitted us to have the mist
nets open daily for six hours on more days than in
previous years, when we were often rained or blown

" Eric Machell. P.O. Box 2. Delhi, Ontario. N4B 2W$
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out. However, the increase in net hours did not result
in a larger numbers of birds being captured. It is
believed that in many cases migrants overflew on
route to their breeding sites. Also, the general
expansion of vegetation cover at Prince Edward Point
presumably has had an adverse effect on birds
concentrating in specific areas such as the Cedar
Woods, which typically is more heavily foliaged at
that time of year, and therefore tends to act as a
magnet to migrating songbirds.

The season started with a fair number of birds being
captured between April 12 And 16. During these five
days, 329 birds including 107 Slate-colored Juncos
were banded. This was the best start to a season, but
after that the numbers of migrants were low until a
major movement occurred on April 29 when 196 birds
were banded including 87 Ruby-crowned Kinglets, 37
Hermit Thrushes, and 33 Myrtle Warblers. The
following day, a further 72 birds including 27 Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were banded. The banding total for
all species in April was 832.

The next movement occurred on May 5, 6, and 7
when there were many new arrivals: May 5 - Red-
bellied Woodpecker, Least Flycatcher, Tufted
Titmouse, Veery, Wood Thrush, Water Pipit, Blue-
headed Vireo, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Blackburnian
Warbler, Ovenbird, Lincoln’s Sparrow, Bobolink,
Baltimore Oriole, and Pine Siskin; May 6 - Lesser
Yellowlegs, Great-crested Flycatcher, and Common
Yellowthroat; May 7 - Osprey, Eastern Kingbird,
Warbling Vireo, and Indigo Bunting.

On May 5, 150 birds of 28 species, and on May 7, 142
birds of 26 species were banded. These totals included
23 Myrtle Warblers, 22 White-throated Sparrows, 20
White-crowned Sparrows, and 19 Chipping Sparrows
on May 5. On May 7, 53 White-throated Sparrows
were captured.

The major movement of the spring commenced on
May 13, and peaked the following day. New arrivals
on these days were: May 13 - Ruby-throated
Hummingbird, Red-headed Woodpecker, Swainson’s
Thrush, Tennessee Warbler, Magnolia Warbler,
Cerulean Warbler, and Scarlet Tanager; May 14 -
Black Tern, Black-billed Cuckoo, Blue-winged

30




Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, Brewster’s
Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, and Blackpoll
Warbler.

Good numbers of birds continued to move through
the area for the next several days, but after May 20
movement was very light indeed. In the eight days
between May 13 and May 20, a total of 824 birds
were banded, including 230 on May 14, whilst in the
next 17 days, a mere 270 birds were captured. The
predominant species plus certain species of warblers
which were banded during this major movement are
listed below:

Blue Jay 176 (41 on May 17)
Wood Thrush 17 (10 on May 14)
Gray Catbird 51 (19 on May 14)
Yellow Warbler 77 (39 on May 14)
Chestnut-sided Warbler 13 (8 on May 14)
Magnolia Warbler 68 (17 on May 16)
Black-throated Blue Warbler 18 (4 onMay 14)
Myrtle Warbler 34 (26 on May 14)
Black-throated Green Warbler 16 (6 on May 14)
QOvenbird 24 (7 on May 15)
Common Yellowthroat 33 (8 on May 16)

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 43 (21 on May 14)

Of the more commonly caught species, the numbers of
White-throated Sparrows and Hermit Thrushes set net
highs for the four years that the observatory has been
in operation. large numbers of Ruby-crowned Kinglets
were again captured, whilst the number of Brown-
headed Cowbirds declined significantly. This data is
presented in Tables 1 and 2.

SUMMARY

The station opened on April 12 and closed on June 6,
1998. Forty people actively participated in the
operation during the season, for a total of 308 person
days. This is a significant increase in both the number
of people involved, and in their contribution to the
operation. In addition, the number of visitors to the
station increased over that of previous years.

In the census area of the Cedar Woods, 152 species
were observed, and 2589 birds of 91 species were

banded.

This is the fourth successive spring that the
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observatory has been in operation, and in each year,
both weather conditions and migration patterns have
been significantly different. Hence it is desirable that
this migration monitoring project continue over many
years. One thing that is certain of the area, is that
Prince Edward Point is an important staging ground
for many migrant birds.

SIGHTING HIGHLIGHTS 1993

Sandhill Crane: Three May 15 (TLB, JC, MIE,
EAM, JIV)

Red-headed Woodpecker: One May 13 (EAM)
Pileated Woodpecker: One, April 20, 21 (JPH,
EAM), banded

Tufted Titmouse. One, May 5-8, (TLB,MIJE, JPH,
EAM, JIV, mobs

Carolina Wren: One April 19 (JPH, EAM), banded
Blue-winged Warbler: Three, May 14 (TLB, MIE,
EAM), banded

Golden-winged Warbler: One, May 14 (TLB, MJE,
EAM) banded; One, May 18 (CMF), banded; one,
May 25 (TLB, MIE, BIJ)

Brewster’s Warbler: One, May 14, (TLB, MIJE,
EAM), banded .
Cerulean Warbler: One, May 13, (TLB, MIE,
EAM)

Hooded Warbler: Two, May 18 (JC, CMF, BJJ,
EAM, JTV), one banded

Observers Tania Baker (TLB), John Charlton (JC),
Mike Enwright (MJE), Charles Francis (CMF), Jon
Hornung (JPH), Brian Joyce (BJJ), Eric Machell
(EAM), multiple observers (mobs), Joe Victor (JJV)

PARTICIPANTS

Many thanks to all t he people who helped to make
the 1998 spring season a success. To Brian Joyce for
continuing to make the initiative in making the
necessary arrangements with CWS, contacting the
volunteers, and seeking funding for the project; to
Joanne Dewey, Elizabeth Kellogg, and Cleon Williams
for operating the station on days when [ was away.
Finally, to all of the volunteers, particularly Tania
Baker, Mike Enwright, Jon Hornung, and Jow Victor,
for their efforts and enthusiasm. The volunteers were:

Days  Eric Machell

Days  Joe Victor

Days  Mike Enwright

Days  Tania Baker. Jon Hornung

Days  Brian Joyce, Laura Santry, Joanne
Tammed
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Days  Lorna Machell
Days  John Charlton
Days  Doris Lane
Days  Nancy Fox, Don Holmes; Julie
Holmes, Cleon Williams
6 Days  Hugh McShane
5 Days  Amy Andrews, Wendy Warren
2 Days  Chris Drummond, Cecilia Francis,
Charles Francis, Fiona Francis, Ray
Hobson, Tracey Hoyle, barry joyce,
Alan Keast, Monty King, Ronin
Lunn, Karen Timm
1 Day Scott Archibald, Floyd Connor,
Joanne Dewey, Stephanie Doucet,
Laura Giza, Jennie Hornung,
Elizabeth Kellogg, Jeff Robinson,
Charlie Strawser, Charlotte
Strawser, Stephan Yezerinac
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Table 1. Top 10 species banded at Prince Edward Point in 1998 in comparison to previous years.
Species 1995 1996 1997 1998 Total
Blue Jay 54 381 49 273 757
Rubv-crowned Kinglet 239 142 273 268 942
White-throated Sparrow 76 162 195 232 665
Slate-colored Junco 23 107 91 175 396
Magnolia Warbler 61 90 195 117 463
Myrtle Warbler 189 121 7 116 504
Hermit Thrush 33 34 93 95 253
Brown-headed Cowbird 93 203 263 90 649
Chipping Sparrow 19 45 94 87 245
Yellow Warbler 48 37 103 81 289

Table 2. Species with top 10 cumulative totals banded at Prince Edward Point in period 1995-1998.
Species | 1993 1996 t 1997 1998 Total
Rubv-crowned Kinglet 259 142 273 268 942
Blue Jav 34 381 49 273 573
White-throated Sparrow 76 162 195 232 663
Brown-headed Cowbird 93 203 263 90 649
Mvrtle Warbler 189 121 78 116 504
Magnolia Warbler 61 90 195 117 463
Slate-colored Junco 23 107 91 175 396
Yellow Warbler 48 37 103 81 289
Hermit Thrush 33 34 93 95 253
Anerican Goldfinch 112 44 86 10 252
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CABOT HEAD BIRD MIGRATION STUDY 1998

Audrey Heagy

In 1998, the Ontario Bird Banding Association
sponsored the Cabot Head Bird Migration Study.

The aims of this project were to document the species
and numbers of birds migrating past Cabot Head at
the eastern tip of the Bruce Peninsula and to
determine whether the site would be a suitable
location for a long-term migration monitoring station.

Coverage

In the spring of 1998, the Cabot Head station was
operated on 62 days between 11 April-12 June 1998.
A total of 110 person-days of work were contributed
by the coordinator and 19 volunteers. Banding was
carried out on 57 days with an effort totaling about
2200 mist net-hours and 400 ground trap-hours.

Only the latter half of the landbird migration period
was covered during the fall. The station operated on
48 days between 13 September and 31 October,
inclusive. A total of 130 person-days were
contributed by the coordinator and 15 volunteers in
the fall. The catching effort totaled about 3500 mist
net-hours, 1000 ground trap-hours and 62 Jay
trap-hours. In addition, 108 hours of tape-luring for
Northern Saw-whet Owls was carried out on 235
nights between 23 September - 31 October, inclusive.

Observations

A total of 192 species was observed during the study
(167 spring, 142 fall). Since this was the first year of
coverage at this site, there is no baseline for
comparison. However, numbers of most migrants
seen and caught were lower than expected,
presumably due to extraordinary spell of warm, dry
weather which encouraged flyovers. Due to the early
spring, most waterfow! had moved through prior to
the mid-April start-up. Due to the mid-September
start up in the fall, many early fall migrants (e.g.
flycatchers and many warblers) were missed
completely. The waterfowl migration extended
beyond the end of the fall coverage.

The highest daily species count was on 24 May with
79 species observed during the standard count period
and an additional 4 species seen later during the day.
In the fall, the species count peaked at 49 species on
19 September.
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}ﬁgfﬂights of the spring mig’rationwinckluded:“

Red-throated Loons (9 on 21 May, 3 on 30 May),
Great Gray Owl (1 on 24 April), and an impressive
mid-morning movement of 2500+ warblers (mostly
Yellow-rumps) flying just above tree height on 8 May.
Fall highlights include Eared Grebe (1 on 15 October),
Golden Eagle (2 on 17 October), Red-headed
Woodpeckers (up to 20 on 13 October),
Black-backed Woodpecker (1 on 22 October),
White-eyed Vireo (1 banded on 28 October).

Banding

A total of 3185 individuals of 84 species were banded
(1451 of 65 species in the spring, 1734 of 63 species
in the fall). These are listed in the Banding in Ontario
Report in this publication. On average, 25 new birds
were banded each day in the spring, and 36 birds/day
in the fall. The catch rate was relatively steady over
the entire period with no really big days. The biggest
banding days each month were: 76 on 29 April, 72 on
24 May, 32 on 1 June, 72 on 24 September, 81 on 16
October.

The top 10 species banded in the spring were
Slate-colored Junco (218), Blue Jay (195), American
Redstart (185), Chipping Sparrow (126),
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (61), Magnolia Warbler (58),
White-throated Sparrow (45), Western Palm Warbler
(40), Red-eyed Vireo (37), and Black-capped
Chickadee (37).

The top 10 species banded in the fall were Myrtle
Warbler (365), Golden-crowned Kinglet (320),
Black-capped Chickadee (185), White-crowned
Sparrow (129), Northern Saw-whet Owl (107),
Slate-colored Junce (74), White-throated Sparrow
(62), Ruby-crowned Kinglet (55), Brown Creeper
(50), and American Tree Sparrow (48).

Banding highlights included Yellow-billed Cuckoo,
eleven Red-headed Woodpeckers, 19 Hairy
Woodpeckers, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher,
two Northern Shrikes, White-eyed Vireo, Northern
Parula, and seven Northern Cardinals.

Northern Saw-whet Owl tape-luring efforts yielded
107 Saw-whets and one Screech-owl. The biggest
owl banding nights were: 24 on 9/10 October, 21 on
10/11 October and 24 on 15/16 October.
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Returns and Recoveries:

In May 1998 we re-trapped a Red-eyed Vireo and a
American Redstart that had been banded at Cabot
Head in August 1996 by Ted Cheskey. In the fall we
re-trapped one bird, a Hairy Woodpecker, from the
spring banding and saw a banded American Redstart.

On 4 May 1998 we captured an AHY female
Sharp-shinned Hawk (band # 1253-87430) originaily
banded as an HY bird at Hawk CIiff on 23 September
1995. On 15 Qctober 1998, we captured a HY male
Golden-crowned Kinglet (2100-10523) that had been
banded near Cape Hurd, 30 km west of Cabot Head,
by Ted Cheskey on 12 October 1998, just 3 day
earlier.

The first recovery of a bird banded at Cabot Head also
involved a HY male Golden-crowned Kinglet. This
bird was banded on 10 October 1998 and recovered
on 27 November 1998 in Deering, North Dakota! To
have a kinglet travel 1400 km west from southem
Ontario to North Dakota in the late fall is indeed
remarkable.

Public Relations/Education

During 1998, the Cabot Head banding station hosted
a public banding demonstration, visits by naturalist
clubs and birding tour groups, and numerous informal
banding demonstrations for the thousands of visitors
to the lighthouse. A preliminary bird checklist for the
site was prepared Four slide show presentations on
the project were made to naturalist clubs and other
groups.

Conclusions

The 1998 field work confirmed that the Cabot Head
area is an important concentration area for migrants
and that it is a particularly good location for studying
migrating loons, grebes, hawks and woodpeckers, as
well as songbirds. As a result of the 1998 work and
earlier observations, the Cabot Head area has been
nominated as a national Important Bird Area.

Although Cabot Head has great potential as a
long-term migration monitoring station, the lighthouse
facilities used in 1998 are not particularly suitable for
such an operation. Fortuitously, an adjacent site that
had been identified in 1998 as an ideal location for a
bird observatory became available in 1999. Parks
Ontario and the Friends of Cabot Head have been
working on refurbishing an abandoned cottage at this
adjacent site for use as a research and monitoring
station. A committee of local stakeholders has been
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formed to develop and implement a conservation plan
for the this area and to promote the development of
the research station. Field work will resume in the
new facilities in 2000.
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RAPTOR BANDING AT HOLIDAY BEACH CONSERVATION AREA,

1997

Thomas W. Carpenter’, Arthus L Carpenter', and Phil Roberts’

INTRODUCTION

The ninth vear of raptor banding at Holiday Beach
Conservation Area (HBCA) resulted in a record total
of 1712 hawks banded. including record numbers of
Northern Harrier, Northern Goshawk, Sharp-shinned
Hawk and Merlin (Table ). The highlight of the
season was the capture of a Swainson’s Hawk on 17
October. We also banded two Peregrine Falcons and a
Golden Eagle. The averages of 22.5 hawks
banded/day and 3.2 hawks banded/hour were the
highest ever for HBCA. We had 12 foreign re-traps
(see species accounts). The highest number of hawks
banded/day was 125 on 11 September. The most
hawks banded/day in October occurred on the 10*
with 68 hawks banded; the 8", with 55 hawks banded,
was the best day in November.

Hawk banding was attempted on 76 days from 2
September to 11 December. Hawk movement was
already evident when banding commenced: on 2
September, we banded 10 hawks. Extensive banding
was carried out at both the lake and marsh stations.
The lake station, located at the edge of a soybean field
0.25 km north of the Lake Erie shoreline, was the
primary station operated early in the season. Banding
was attempted here on 46 days from 2 September to
11 November. Most accipiters and American Kestrels
were trapped at the lake station (Table 2). The marsh
station, located 1 km from the lake Erie shoreline in
the natural buffer between a marsh and an extensive
agricultural fields, was used more extensively than in
years past. Banding was attempted at the marsh
station on 47 days from 16 September to 11
December. Most of the Red-tailed Hawks were
captured at the marsh station (Table 2). Attempts to
capture owls occurred on 6, 8, an 11 November near
the new interpretive centre. Eleven owls were banded
(Table 1).

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Accipiters - Sharp-shinned Hawks were already
moving when banding commenced; 8 were banded on

2 September. The best day for Sharp-shinned Hawks
was 11 September lith 119 banded. The last Sharp-
shinned Hawk was banded 20 November. More
(66%) females were banded than males. Adults
comprised 21% of females but only 7% of males
banded.. Poor coverage at the lake station during the
last half of October when most adults migrate, may
account for the low proportion of adult males. There
were eight foreign re-traps, all from Hawk Cliff. Four
were banded in the fall of 1996, the remaining four, all
banded during 1997, took 1-6 days to arrive at HBCA
from Hawk Cliff.

Cooper’s Hawks were banded from 4 September to
27 November; seven on 10 October was the highest
number banded/day. As in 1996, more Cooper’s
hawks were banded at the lake station (Table 2}; the
marsh station was better for this species in 1995.
Males comprised 77% of the Cooper’s Hawks
banded, the highest proportion in the station’s nine-
year history. Adults comprised 20% and 30%,
respectively, of the females and males banded.

Northern Goshawks were captured from 17 October
to 10 November. All were HY individuals, with an
equal number of males and females. The peak days
were 28 and 29 October, two being banded on each
date.

There were two foreign re-traps. One was banded
nine days earlier at Hawk CIliff; we have yet to learn t
he original banding location of the other two.

Falcons - We banded two HY Peregrine Falcons, a
female on 29 September and a male on 5 October.
Merlins were banded from 11 September to 9
October. The best day was six banded on 17
September. Males outnumbered females comprising
63% of the total number banded. Adults made up
22% and 13%, respectively, of the males and males
banded. American Kestrels were captured from 2
September to 16 October; nine on 18 September was
the highest daily total. Females outnumbered males,
comprising 64% of the total number banded.

' 3646 S. John Hix, Wayne, Ml 48184-1047, USA
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Buteos - An above-average number of Red-tailed
Hawks were banded (Table 1). Red-tailed Hawks
were captured from 3 September to 5 December with
a daily high of 52 on 8 November. This proportion of
adults was only 7%, the lowest ever for our station
(range for past years = 12 to 44%). There were two
foreign re-traps. One was a HY bird originally banded
at Hawk Cliff. We have vet to learn the banding
location of the other foreign re-trap.

No Broad-winged Hawks, and only one Red-
shouldered Hawk, were banded. The Red-shouldered
Hawk was an adult, which may indicate poor
reproductive success in 1997. In past autumns, HY
birds comprised the majority of the Red-shouldered

Hawks captured. The Swainson’s hawk captured on
17 October-was a HY bird and probably male based
on its size. -

Harriers - Northern Harriers were banded from 5
September to 22 November. Three on 15 September
was the highest daily total. Sex composition was
closer to parity than in previous years; comprising
59% of the total number banded, males only slightly
outnumbered females/ In past years, the majority of
harriers were males. Except of a sole adult female, all
individuals were HY.

Table 1 Summary of raptors banded annually at Holiday Beach Conservation Area, 1989-1997.

Species 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Total
SSHA 325 681 359 550 431 538 694 1310 4888
COHA 6 33 39 13 41 22 74 84 65 377
NOGO 2 6 5 2 5 1 8 29
NOHA 6 1 1 1 11 2 5 22 49
AMKE 25 41 23 44 68 68 61 67 397
PEFA 1* 1 2 3
MERL 3 8 2 4 4 7 10 24 62
RSHA 1 4 1 1 1 2 11 6 i 28
BWHA 1 1 2 4
SWHA 1 1 2
RTHA 10 19 49 42 17 30 226 113 211 717
GOEA 1* 1 1 2
Total 17 415 822 447 664 570 933 978 1712 6558
NSWO 74 22 13 1 7 10 127
EASO 3 2 1 1 7
LEOW 1 1
SNOW 1 1
Total 78 23 15 1 7 1 11 136
*Released unbanded
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Table 2 Banding effort and hawks banded at the Lake and Marsh Station, Holiday Beach Conservation

Area, 1997.
September October November December

Species Lake Marsh Lake Marsh Lake | Marsh Marsh Total
SSHA 945 45 239 75 6 1310
COHA 19 2 23 13 8 65
NOGO 2 4 2 3
NOHA 17 3 1 1 22
AMKE 63 2 2 1 67
PEFA 1 1 2
MERL 18 1 4 1 24
RSHA 1 1
SWHA 1 1
RTHA 3 17 31 9 144 7 211
GOEA 1 1
Total 1066 48 292 127 9 163 7 1712
Days 26 4 18 17 2 22 4 76
Hours 182 18 935 102 8 115 9.5 528
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RAPTOR BANDING AT HOLIDAY BEACH CONSERVATION AREA,

1998

Phil Roberts!

Another great year was had at Holiday Beach with
1556 raptors banded. (Table 1) This is our second
year in a row with a total of over one thousand. There
were good numbers of most species although no
Northern Goshawks were trapped this year. Some
highlights for the season included our first ever
Rough-legged Hawk when on 30 October, Gary and
Dorothy Balkwill trapped a beautiful HY female. This
could very well be the most photographed Rough-leg
in history! As an added bonus, a HY male Rough-leg
was banded on 13 November giving us two for the
season. On 1 October, the only Broad-winged Hawk
of the year was banded. It’s always special to trap
these abundant, yet elusive, hawks. Martin Wernaart
had an amazing day on 15 September when he was
able to band 10 Merlins and it could have been 12 but
two bounced out of the nets. Our best day as far a
totals go was 93 hawks banded on 2 October.

Seven banders helped at the two stations this year:
Phil Roberts, Martin Wernaart, Steve Dickson, John
St. Louis, Cory Balkwill, Gary Balkwill, and Dorothy
Balkwill. They were ably assisted by Terri Groh, Lisa
Ladd, Alan Chartier, and Dorothy McLeer. As anyone
who has ever been involved with a banding station
knows, there is a lot more to it than simply extricating
a raptor from a net and banding it. Much preparation
is involved and, during the actual banding season,
there were four Hawk Festival weekends which
required banding demonstrations which directly
helped us, not only in raising public awareness of birds
of prey, but also by providing much needed funds
through the Adopt-a-Hawk program. These funds
help us to maintain our equipment and to purchase
new nets, etc. as the need arises. Therefore, it was
definitely a joint effort by all those involved which
made this season the success it was. All the banders
agree that, not only was this season a productive one
in terms of what was accomplished, but that it was the
most enjoyable season so far. There was a real sense
of camaraderie which helped to make an already
enjoyable activity even more so.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Accipiters:

It was another good year for Sharp-shinned Hawks

with 1212 banded. Of this total, 960 or 79.21% were
HY birds. There were 735 females banded of which
597 were HY (81.22%). There were 477 males
banded of which 363 were HY (76.10%). Sharp-shins
were banded from 3 September to 7 December.

As already mentioned, there were no Northern
Goshawks banded this year. We had hoped this was to
be an invasion year after hearing of the Hawk CLiff
banders trapping a Goshawk in September but it
wasn’t to be.

There were 67 Cooper’s Hawks banded this year. of
this total, 48 or 71.64% were HY. There were 44
males banded of which 32 were HY (72.72%). There
were 23 females banded of which 16 were HY
(69.57%). Cooper’s Hawks were trapped from 17
September until 1 November.

Northern Harrier

It was a good year for Harriers with 31 banded. Thirty
out of 31 were HY birds. Harriers were trapped
between 1 September and 20 October.

Falcons

There were 107 American Kestrels banded this year.
Of this total, 55 were males and 52 were females.
There were 49 HY males (89.09%) and 50 HY
females (96.15%). Kestrels were banded from 3
September to 29 October.

It was a great year also for Merlins with 20 of there
little beauties banded between 5 September and 22
October. Ten were males and 10 were females.
Nineteen were HY birds.

There were 2 Peregrine Falcons trapped this year
although many more were seen. On 20 September,
John St. Louis trapped a beautiful SY female, and six
days later, on 27 September, Steve Dickson banded a
HY female. It’s great to be seeing more and more
Peregrines every vear.

" Phil Roberts, 1089 County Road #15, R.R. # 2, Essex, Ontario, N8M 2X6
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Buteos

As already mentioned a Broad-winged Hawk was
banded on 1 October, This was a HY bird.

There were 3 Red-shouldered Hawks banded between
1 October and 2 November. They were all HY.

Two Rough-legged Hawks were banded, one on 13
October, and one on 13 November.

There were 111 Red-tailed Hawks banded between 22
September and 17 December. One hundred and one
were HY (90.99%).

Eagles
There were no eagles banded this year although there

were several heart-stopping moments whenever an
eagle showed an interest in the lure.
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Table 1: Summary of raptors banded at Holiday Beach Conservation Area, 1998

Species Lake Station Marsh Station Total
Sharp-shinned hawk 1068 144 1212
Cooper’s Hawk 35 32 67
Northern Harrier 31 0 31
American Kestrel 101 6 107
Merlin 19 1 20
Peregrine Falcon 2 0 2
Broad-winged Hawk 1 0 1
Red-shouldered Hawk 2 1 3
Rough-legged Hawk 1 1 2
Red-tailed Hawk 27 84 111
Total 1287 269 1556
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HOLIDAY BEACH CONSERVATION AREA PASSERINE BANDING
STATION - 1998 SUMMARY

Phil Roberts'

The passerine banding station at Holiday Beach is released unbanded between 20 August and 13
situated in a hedgerow about 100 meters southeast of September. The peak day was 13 September with 102
the hawk tower, south of the road and just north of birds and 27 species. Details are presented in Table 2.
the beach at Lake Erie. This area was chosen due to is .

consistent productivity of migrant warblers, thrushes, Table 1. Birds banded at Holiday Beach, Fall 1978

sparrows, and flycatchers. This hedgerow has been

averaged 33.39 net hours per day. All banding was
conducted by one banding assistant, Allen Chartier. A
total of 31 species and 202 individuals was banded,
with averages of 43.20 per 100 net hours, and 14 .43
per day. Five Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were also
caught and released unbanded.

Savannah Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow

known to many Detroit-area and Windsor-area birders Common Name Number
since the mid-1970s as a good spot to see these Downy Woodpecker 1
species, and data on abundance and timing of migrants Brown Creeper 1
in the Conservation Area, including the hedge, has Winter Wren 1
been collected since 1976 (Chartier). Although Golden-crowned Kinglet 1
numbers of migrants found in this area are not as high Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1
as they were in the late 1970s, the area remains Gray-cheeked Thrush 2
productive. The station consists of 7.75 nets (4-12m, Swainson's Thrush 2
2-18 m, 1-9 m) in an array approximately 36 m x 36 Red-eyed Vireo 2
m. which is less than 10% of the available habitat in Tennessee Warbler 9
this hedge, which keeps most of the area accessible to Orange-crowned Warbler 1
birders (in 1998, the banding area was posted against Nashville Warbler 10
entry on banding days). In 1978, passerine banding Chestnut-sided Warbler 4
was conducted in this area by Allen Valentine. Magnolia Warbler 5
Banding was not continued due to his job transfer to Black-throated Blue Warbler 1
Texas shortly afterwards. Yellow-rumped Warbler 6
‘ Black-throated Green Warbler 2

The results of the two days of banding in the fall of Blackburnian Warbler 1
1978 are presented in Table 1. The totals include 68 Bay-breasted Warbler 5
individuals of 28 species. Net hours for the two days Blackpoll Warbler n
when banding was conducted, 22 September and 5 American Redstart 1
November, are unknown. Ovenbird 7
) i Northern Waterthrush 1

In 1997, banding was conducted on 14 days, with Common Yellowthroat 1
88.25 hours and 467.5 net hours of coverage. Nets Wilson's Warbler 1
were open an average of 6.3 hours, and coverage Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1
1

1

1

There seemed to be an abnormally high number of
birds in juvenile plumage. In particular, the juvenile
Yellow-rumped Warbler on 23 August was most
surprising. Other species in juvenile plumage banded
were: Eastern Phoebe, Eastern kingbird (fleshy gape),
Swainson’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, Cedar Waxwing,
Yellow-rumped Warbler, and Northern Cardinal.
Hermit Thrushes were banded in lower numbers than
last year, both in total individuals and of course in
numbers per 100 net hours. Many species were

In 1998, banding was conducted from | August to 8
November. Between these dates, banding was
conducted on 34 days, with a total of 222 hours and
1620 net hours. Nets were open an average of 6.53
hours per day, and 47.65 net hours per day. A total of
926 individuals of 66 species was banded, with
averages of 27.18 birds per day and 57.02 birds per
100 net hours (No/100 NH). Twenty-nine Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds were also mist-netted and

" Phil Roberts, 1089 County Road #15, RR. # 2, Essex, Ontario. N8M 2X6
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captured at much higher rates than in 1997, but as
other stations reported, 1997 was a very poor year.
So, in many respects, the numbers reported for 1998
may be a “return to normal”. The number of Blackpoll
Warblers seemed to be unusually high, nonetheless.
the Prothonotary Warblers were undoubtedly from the
locally nesting pair (population?) and these will be
monitored for returns at the nest boxes next spring.
Frustrating non-captures for the season were
American Woodcock, which was flushed on at least 8
different days but never captured, and a Yellow-
breasted Chat mist-netted on a date when a
combination lock was put on the storage box without
the bander on duty knowing the combination.!

In 1998, this station was primarily operated on
weekends, and by banding assistant (Allen Chartier)
under the permit of Phil Roberts (Permit #10578).
Terri Groh operated the station on 8, 9, and 10
September. A single Gray-cheeked Thrush was
captured by Phil Roberts at the Hawk Station and

banded at the passerine station on 17 September. A
Cooper’s Hawk was captured at the Passerine Station,
but bands were only available at the Hawk Station
(Lake), so it was banded there and is not included in
these totals.

Assistance was received on single days from Bev
Wannick, Bob Pettit, Terri Groh, Martin Wernaart,
‘Fred McDonald, and Bob Hall-Brooks. Financial
assistance and support is provided by the Holiday
beach Migration Observatory (HBMO); and a
generous donation from Alan Valentine. Mist nets
were donated by Ellie Cox and Dave Stimac, and two
Pesola balances were donated by Ellie Cox. Other
essential materials and supplies were provided by Phil
Roberts, Bob Pettit, and HBMO. permission to band
in this area was granted by the Essex Region
Conservation Authority which administers the
conservation area.

Table 2. Summary of passerine banding dates and totals at Holiday Beach Conservation Area, 1998.

“Earliest

Latest Peak No./ No./
Species Date{ No. Date| No. Date{ No.Totall 100 NHi 1997 100 NH
Sharp-shinned Hawk 13-Sept 3 04-Oct 1 13-Sept 3 5 031 -] -
Whip-poor-will 04-Oct 1 04-Oct 1 04-Oct 1 1 0.06 -] ---
Downy Woodpecker 8 Aug 2 5 Sep 1 B& 15 Aug 21 7 0.43 - -
Northern Flicker 5 Sep 1 5 Sep 1 5 Sep 1 1 0.06 — —
Eastern Wood Pewee 8 Aug 2 5 Sep 2 --- 2 6 0.37 - -
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 30 Aug 1 13-Sept 2 13-Sept 21 3 0.19 . —
"Trail's Flycatcher 9 Aug 1 13-Sept 1 22 Aug 31 13 038 — —
Least Flycatcher 15 Aug 2 S Sep 1 15 Aug 2] 4 0.25 1 0.21
Eastern Phoebe 9 Aug 3 11 Oct 1 9 Aug 3 8 0.49 1 0.21
Great Crested Flycatcher 23 Aug 1 23 Aug 1 23 Aug 1 1 0.06 o ——-
Eastern Kingbird 8 Aug 1 15 Aug 2 15 Aug 2y 3 0.19 -] o
Blue Jay 10 Oct 1 10 Oct 1 10 Oct 1 1 0.06 7 1.5
Black-capped Chickadee 16 Aug 2 22 Oct 1 13-Sept 51 9 0.58 o -
Eastern Tufted Titmouse 11 Oct 1 11 Oct 1 11 Oct 1 1 0.06 - -
Brown Creeper 10 Oct 1 25 Oct 3 25 Oct 5{ 10 0.62 21 043
Carolina Wren 9 Aug 1 13-Sept 1 16 Aug 21 4 0.25 -—- -~
House Wren 23 Aug 1 23 Aug 1 23 Aug 1 0.06 o o
Winter Wren 13-Sept 2 1 Nov 1 04-Oct 3 7 0.43 -] -
Golden-crowned Kinglet 4 Oct 9 8 Nov 1 25 Oct 161 54 3331 14 299
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 13-Sept 1 7 Nov 1 10 Oct 28| 68 421 34 7.27
Veery 23 Aug 1 30 Aug 1 29 Aug 41 6 0.37 - ---
Gray-cheeked Thrush 5 Sep 1 30 Sep 1 13-Sept 61 141 0386 4} 0386
Swainson's Thrush 5 Sep 3 10 Qct 1 13-Sept 121 36 2.28 S 1.07
Hermit Thrush 30 Aug 1 7 Nov 1 10 Oct 13} 38 2351 51f 1091
Wood Thrush 1 Aug 1 13-Sept 1 - 1 21 0.12 -y e
American Robin 31 Oct 1 31 Oct ] 31 Oct 1 1 0.06 1 0.21
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~ Earliest Latest Peak No. No./
Species Date] No Date{ No. Date No.{Totall 100 NH| 1997 100 NH
Gray Catbird 29 Aug 1 04-Oct 1 —] 1 5 0.31 3 0.64
Cedar Waxwing 9 Aug 1 10 Oct 1 5 Sep 10| 464 2.84 — o
Blue-headed Vireo 04-Oct 2 11 Oct 1 04-Oct 21 4 0.25 — -
Warbling Vireo 8 Aug 12 23 Aug 2 8 Aug 121 22 1.36 — -
Philadelphia Warbler 6 Sep 1 10 Oct 1 8 Sep 21 5 0.31 — -
Red-eved Vireo 23 Aug 2 25 Oct 1| 5&9Sep 10} 43 2.65 S 1.07
Blue-winged Warbler 30 Aug 1 30 Aug 1 30 Aug 1 1 0.06 - e
Tennessee Warbler 15 Aug 1 8 Sep 1 23 Aug 51114 0.74 e -
Orange-crowned Warbler | 04-Oct 1 11 Oct 1 — 1 2 0.12 - -
Nashville Warbler 5 Sep 3 04-Oct 5 04-Oct 51 13 0.8 2 0.43
Yellow Warbler 8 Aug 14 16 Aug 2 8 Aug 14 24 1.48 . -
Chestnut-sided Warbler 15 Aug 2 27 Sep 1 5 Sep 9] 28 1.73 - —
Magnolia Warbler 15 Aug 2 4 Oct 3 13-Sept 204 68 4.2 3 0.64
Cape May Warbler 23 Aug 1 5 Sep 1 29 Aug 3 5 0.31 o —
Black-thr’t’d Blue Warbler] 29 Aug 2 10 Oct 2 13-Sept, 41 41 2.53 1 0.21
04-Oct
Yellow-rumped Warbler 23 Aug 1 11 Oct 2 10 Oct 9] le| 0.99] 14 299
Western Palm Warbler -~ — - — o s — 1 0.21
Black-thr’ted Gr’n Warblerq 13-Sept 1 13-Sept 1 o 1 1 0.06 — -
Blackburnian Warbler 15 Aug 1 5 Sep 3 23 Aug 4 8 0.49 - e
Bay-breasted Warbler 15 Aug 1 10 Sep 1 3] 8] 049 - —
Blackpoll Warbler 29 Aug 2 11 Oct 2 5 Sep 17] 53 3.27 e ——
Black-and-White Warbler 15 Aug 3 13-Sept 4 13-Sept 41 21 1.3 -] —
American Redstart 16 Aug 1 26 Sep 1 13-Sept 51 21 1.3 2 0.43
“Prothonotary Warbler 8 Aug 4 9 Aug 1 8 Aug 41 S 0.31 o o
Ovenbird 29 Aug 5 30 Sep 2 51 11 0.68 1 0.21
Northern Waterthrush 22 Aug 1 30 Sep 1 30 Aug 21 5{ 031 -] -
Mourning Warbler 29 Aug 1 29 Aug 1 — 1 1 0.06 e -
Common Yellowthroat 29 Aug 1 4 Oct 1 — 1 2 0.12 1 0.21
Wilson's Warbler 22 Aug 1 4 Oct 1 5 Sep 61 17 1.05 3 0.64
Canada Warbler 15 Aug 1 13-Sept 1 16 Aug 51 10 0.62 1 0.21
Northern Cardinal 8 Aug 2 7 Nov 1 o 21 13 0.8 8 1.71
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 30 Aug 1 13-Sept 1 — 1] 4] 025 1 0.21
American Tree Sparrow 1 Nov 1 8 Nov 1 - 1} 2} 012 2] 043
Fox Sparrow 31 Oct 1 31 Oct 1 - 1 1 0.06 2 0.43
Song Sparrow 3 Oct 1 11 Oct 1 04-Oct 2{ 4 0.25 - —
Lincoln's Sparrow 13-Sept 1 13-Sept 1 — 1 1 0.06 — -
Swamp Sparrow 3 Oct 1 1 Nov 1 {4&110ct 21 7 0.43 1 0.21
White-throated Sparrow 9 Sep 1 1 Nov 1 4 Oct 13| 56 34] 28 5.99
Dark-eyed Junco 4 Oct 5 31 Oct 7 31 Oct 71 17 1.05 1 0.21
Baltimore Oriole 8 Aug 10 15 Aug 1 8 Aug 10 13 0.8 - —
American Goldfinch 11 Oct 4 11 Qct 4 - 41 4 025 1 021
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Table 3 Summary of Banding Recaptures at Holiday Beach Conservation, Area in 1998

Species Date Banded Dates Recaptured No. of Days
Downy Woodpecker 15-Aug-1998 11-Oct-1998 57
Black-capped Chickadee 13-Sep-1998 24-Oct-1998 41
Black-capped Chickadee 13-Sep-1998 24-Oct-1998 41
Carolina Wren 13-Aug-1998 7-Nov-1998 86
Golden-crowned Kinglet 22-Oct-1998 25-Oct-1998 3
Golden-crowned Kinglet 7-Nov-1998 8-Nov-1998 1
Golden-~crowned Kinglet 7-Nov-1998 8-Novy-1998 1
Rubv-crowned Kinglet 10-Oct-1998 11-Oct-1998 1
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 22-0c¢t-1998 24-Oct-1998 2
Gray-cheeked Thrush 19-Sep-1998 20-Sep-1998 1
Grav-cheeked Thrush 26-Sep-1998 27-Sep-1998 1
Hermit Thrush 10-Oct-1998 11-Oct-1998 1
Grayv Catbird 29-Aug-1998 19-Sep-1998 21
Gray Catbird 27-Sep-1998 30-Sep-1998 3
10-Oct-1998 13
Gray Catbird 30-Sep-1998 3-Oct-1998 3
Cedar Waxwing 30-Aug-1998 6-Sep-1998 7
Cedar Waxwing 5-Sep-1998 8-Sep-1998 3
Warbling Vireo 9-Aug-1998 6-Sep-1998 28
Red-eved Vireo 5-Sep-1998 6-Sep-1998 1
Red-eved Vireo 5-Sep-1998 8-Sep-1998 3
Red-eved Vireo 5-Sep-1998 8-Sep-1998 3
12-Sep-1998 7
Chestnut-sided Warbler 6-Sep-1998 12-Sep-1998 6
Black-and-White Warbler 3-Sep-1998 9-Sep-1998 4
Prothonotory Warbler 8-Aug-1998 9-Aug-1998 1
Ovenbird 29-Aug-1998 12-Sep-1998 14
13-Sep-1998 15
Ovenbird 30-Sep-1998 4-Oct-1998 4
Northern Cardinal 8-Aug-1998 8-Nov-1998 92
Northern Cardinal 15-Aug-1998 23-Aug-1998 8
19-Sep-1998 35
4-Oct-1998 50
Northern Cardinal 22-Aug-1998 6-Sep-1998 15
Northern Cardinal 6-Sep-1998 22-Oct-1998 46
Northern Cardinal 13-Sep-1998 24-0Oct-1998 41
7-Nov-1998 35
Northern Cardinal 19-Sep-1998 4-0ct-1998 15
24-Oct-1998 35
White-throated Spagrow 5-Sep-1908 30.Sep-1008 4
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BANDING EXPERIENCES IN RECLAIMED INDUSTRIAL BARRENS AT

SUDBURY, ONTARIO,
W.D. Mcliveen'

INTRODUCTION

In the past 15 years, only three people or groups have
reported the banding of Brewer’s Blackbirds. These
included 4 birds banded in 1995 by the Toronto Bird
Observatory and | banded by T. Bast in 1997. The
earliest in the group was a pair from my own banding
at Sudbury in 1984. The circumstances on the latter
experience with an unfrequently banded species may
be of interest to other banders.

The stressed environmental situation which existed in
the vicinity of the Sudbury area metal smelters has
been well documented and publicized. As part of an
effort to improve the public image of Sudbury
following the improvement in local air quality, large-
scale reclamation efforts were initiated in 1978 to
establish a vegetation cover on highly-visible, damage
sites [1]. These efforts, which include liming and
fertilizing the soil before seeding to grass, have
continued each year and over 6000 acres have been
treated. Some areas have been planted with trees
although other areas have been allowed to re-vegetate
naturally. To date, over 3,000,000 trees have been
planted. Initial observations indicated that the effort
was tremendously successful and there was a
realization that the treated areas had already begun to
undergo the process of succession including the
development of a stand of tree seedlings. The process
of vegetation succession is expected to be followed by
changes in the populations of other organisms,
therefore, it was obvious that there was a need to
document the populations of other organisms at the
earliest possible time in the succession process.
Without this baseline data, it would be very difficult to
understand the processes that were taking place. The
present report, which formed part of the baseline data
collection, involved the monitoring of birds on the
reclaimed sites. It should be stressed that many other
factors and biota were also monitored.

BIRD POPULATION STUDIES

* Monitoring of the bird populations on the reclaimed
sites began in 1981, and the observation procedures
were repeated in 1983 and 1984 although the intensity
of monitoring was less in the latter years. The study

1
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consisted of establishing three permanent study plots
in the reclaimed areas along with a similar number of
plots in similar but un-reclaimed (control) areas. The
reclaimed sites were located at Wanapetei (reclaimed
in 1978) and at Coniston (reclaimed in 1979}, both in
the vicinity of the former Coniston smelter. A site was
chosen in the vicinity of Copper Cliff at LaSalle Blvd.
on land reclaimed in 1979. Locations are shown in the
attached map.

Observation plots, 10 ha in area (200 x 500 meters)
were established at each of the six sites wherever
possible, however, physical limitations on a few sites
dictated a slightly smaller plot size. Bird populations
and breeding territories were determined by periodic
traverses of the sites by observers who recorded the
location and activity of all birds on each site on
prepared site maps. The observation data was then
compiled for each site at the end of the breeding
season.

A summary of all bird species seen on the ground at
each site is presented in Tables 1 to 3. Birds on the
ground were considered to be utilizing the site in
contrast to those birds which merely were observed
flying overhead. The predominant species on the
reclaimed sites was the Savannah Sparrow with
Eastern Meadowlark and Song Sparrow being
secondary in abundance. Data for 1981 clearly shows
that more species and more birds per observation
period were present on the reclaimed sites but this
difference was less evident in the case of the 1983
data. Fourteen nests, (9 Savannah Sparrow)
representing 5 species were found on reclaimed sites
compared with 3 nests representing 3 species
(including Savannah Sparrow) were found on un-
reclaimed sites in 1981. In 1983, only two nests, both
Savannah Sparrow were found and these were both
found on reclaimed sites.

Over-the study period, in both reclaimed and control
sites, the Savannah Sparrow populations decreased
while those of the Meadowlark, Vesper Sparrow, and
Song Sparrow tended to increase. It is not clear
whether this change is related to vegetation changes
or merely reflects normal fluctuations in population.
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Figure 1. Locations of paired bird monitoring sites on reclaimed sites in the Sudbury area, 1981-1984.

BANDING EFFORT

In 1983, attempts to capture birds on reclaimed areas
only were made between June 13 and July 13 using
1v4 inch mist nets. A total of 16%2 netting hours were
made over 3 days and 3 sites (Table 4). The man-
hours required to accomplish the task totaled 28
including set-up time. The nets were placed in
locations where birds had been observed most
frequently on previous visits. The positions were
selected so as to make the nets as inconspicuous as
possible. however, this was rather difficult given the
open character of the site. The sites were generally
rolling rocky areas with fairly good grass cover and a
few scrubby trees in the reclaimed sites while the un-
reclaimed sites had limited grass growth a few scrubby
trees. Short slow drives of the area were made to
move the birds towards the single row of nets. Netting
attempts were usually restricted to the morning period
since afternoons frequently became too windy in the
open, exposed sites for proper operation of the nets.

In 1983, the netting yielded 5 birds, all Savarmah
Sparrows. all of which were banded and released
(Table 5). Eight birds were captured in 1984. The
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data for these birds are summarized in Table 6. All
birds were AHY but the sex could be determined for
only 2 birds (1 male, 1 female). Weights ranged from
18 to 20 g (mean 19.2 g). This weight is about 1g
lower than the mean of 5 Savannah Sparrows taken in
other areas around Sudbury in 1983. However, the
sample size is too small to draw any firm conclusions
regarding these weight differences but this could point
to a factor that warrants further investigation..

In 1984, banding was again conducted at the
reclamation sites for a total of 57V net hours on 3
days (Table 5). Flick netting was attempted but was
not successful. The captured birds totaled 8 birds
comprised of 6 Savannah Sparrows and 2 Brewer’s
Blackbirds. The Blackbirds were identified as females
of unknown age on 21 July. They weighed 63 and 64
grams respectively. One was noted to have pox on
one wing and on the bill.

1t would be interesting to compare future population
changes with vegetation cover changes. A comparison
with the control sites used in the study period will not
be possible because that land has also now been
reclaimed.
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Table 1. Summary of bird species observed utilizing study sites in the Sudbury area in 1981, 1983, and 1984.

Reclaimed Control Sites
Species Wanapetei Coniston LaSalle Wanapetei Coniston LaSalle
Killdeer o L ® L)
Common Nighthawk L o o o
Eastern Kingbird L o L o
Tree Swallow @ L o
Common Raven L L
Northern Mockingbird L o
Brown Thrasher L o o
American Robin o L o
European Starling ®
Eastern Meadowlark ® L o
Red-winged Blackbird o ®
Common Grackle o L
Chipping Sparrow o o o o
Savannah Sparrow @ ® o o o ®
Vesper Sparrow o L ® o
Song Sparrow o @ o ® ®
American Goldfinch L o
Total Species

Only includes species seen on two or more occasions

Table 2. Numbers of all birds observed per visit to study sites in the Sudbury area, 1981, 1983, and 1984.
Reclaimed Control Sites
Study Site 1981 1983 1984 1981 1983 1984
Wanapetei 339 13 28.2 59 17.6 223
Coniston 12 203 20.8 33 7.6 52
_LaSalle 10.5 13 8.7 7.2 5.6 6.7
Table 3. Numbers of Savannah Sparrows observed per visit to study sites in the Sudbury area, 1981,
1983, and 1984,
Reclaimed Control Sites
Study Site 1981 1983 1984 1981 1983 1984
Wanapetei 11.7 5.6 43 1.6 2.3 27
Coniston 3.8 33 238 0.3 0.7 02
LaSalle 6.5 49 43 33 23 0.3
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Table 4. Species composition as a percentage of all birds observed in study sites in the Sudbury area,
1981, 1983, and 1984,
Reclaimed Control Sites

Study Site 1981 1983 1984 1981 1983 1984

Savannah Sparrow 43.9 29.7 20.8 30.5 17.1 9.3

Vesper Sparrow 1.1 1.8 29 0 23 24

Song Sparrow 35 2.7 5.8 45 6 7.4
_Eastern Meadowlark 7 6.5 16.5 0.7 1.3 5.4

Table 5. Summary of birds banded on sites that had been reclaimed in the Sudbury area, 1983 and 1984.
Date Location Species Captured Number Banded | Total Net Hours | Birds / Net Hour
30479 Wanapetei Savannah Sparrow 1 3 0.333
30495 LaSalle Savannah Sparrow 2 3 0.666
30509 Wahnapetae | Savannah Sparrow 2 45 0.444
July 4, 1984 Coniston Savannah Sparrow 3 7.5 04
30883 LaSalle Savannah Sparrow 2 20 0.1
Brewer’s Blackbird 2 15 0.133
30891 LaSalle Savannah Sparrow 1 30 0.033

All banding was conducted on sites that had been reclaimed.

Table 6. Summary of physical data for Savannah Sparrows banded on study sites in the Sudbury area,
1983 and 1984.
Age Sex Number of Birds Weight Wing Chord
Male 1 20 67
After Hatch Year Female 4 203 64.3
Unknown 4 19 67.5
Hatch Year Unknown 2 15 60
REFERENCE CITED
1. Lautenbach, W.E. 1985. Land reclamation program 1978-1984. Vegetation Enhancement Technical

Advisory Committee. Regional Municipality of Sudbury. 65 pp.
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COMMENTARY ON BANDING REPORTS FROM 1984 TO 1998

W.D. Mcllveen'

SYNOPSIS OF THE 1998 RESULTS

The banding total reported for 1998 barely passed the
seventy thousand bird total at 70,016 birds, the largest
number of any year except 1985. The number of
species was 200 which close to the long-term average.
The data were provided to the Editor of the Ontario
Bird Banding Journal by 17 individuals and 8
organized banding groups.

Eight individuals each banded over 1000 birds. The
highest number was 5318 reported by Martin
Wernaart ef al. (formerly reported as the Guelph
banding Group). Second and third place totals were .
3048 and 2989 reported by Lamble and Ludkin
respectively. Long Point Bird Observatory led all
organized groups with132 species and 23473
individual birds, nearly one third of all birds banded.

Table 1. Comparison of twenty most commonly banded species
in comparison with numbers banded from 1984 (01998

Species 1998 | Min | Max | Mean| Total
Tree Swallow 4107 11094 | 4386 | 2702 | 40526
White-throated Sparrow | 3476 |1387 | 4221 | 2450 | 36749
Dark-eved Junco 3349 {1322 | 3893 | 2263 | 33939
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2964 {1246 | 3338 | 2242 | 33634
American Goldfinch 2928 {1198 | 9396 | 2694 | 40412

Yellow-rumped Warbler | 2853 § 644 | 2853 ] 1713 | 25693

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2725 1 923 ] 27251 1830 | 27450

Golden-crowned Kinglet | 2363 | 228 | 2363 868 13020

Song Sparrow 1941 {1249 | 2003 | 1542 } 23123
Magnolia Warbler 1880 | 683 | 1880 | 1192 | 17882
Black-capped Chickadee | 1819 | 570 | 2923 | 1464 | 21960
Mallard 1817 19| 5455 | 1317 | 19749
Hermit Thrush 1704 | 460 | 1704 § 843 | 12638
Yellow Warbler 1233 | 722 1 1330 | 1033 | 15495
Common Redpoll 1224 41 1710 608 8509
Blue Jay 1165 | 334 | 1166 759 | 11391
Swainson's Thrush 1144 1 360 | 1147 766 { 11497
Grav Catbird 1128 | 357 | 1128 { 606 9083
American Redstart 1093 | 247 1 1108 | 620 9298
Amsrican Kestrel 006 ] S48 1 1320 1 006 | 13585

The species banded in the highest numbers in 1998
were the same as those traditionally in the highest
numbers. These are indicated in the table above.
Within this group, seven species were banded in new
high numbers (shown in bold). Overall, there were 35

! W D. Mcllveen, R.R. 1, Acton, Ontario, L7J 2L7
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species with new high totals (Table 2). Some increases
were fairly minor involving only a few birds. In other
cases, the increases were much greater. Twelve
species increased by over 200 birds banded. The
greatest increase was 640 in the case of Hermit
Thrush. In fact, six thrushes including Robin and
Bluebird were banded in record high numbers.

Table 2. Summary of species with new high banding
totals in 1998

Previoud
Species 1998 | Maximum} Increase
Mute Swan 19 2 17
Merlin 87 76 11
Northern Saw-whet Owl 945 576 369
Red-bellied Woodpecker 14 8 6
Purple Martin 383 200 183
Eastern Tutted Titmouse 6 4 2
House Wren 590 480 110
Winter Wren 325 311 14
Marsh Wren 99 80 19
Golden-crowned Kinglet 2363 2296 67
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2725 2427 298
Eastern Bluebird 993 855 138
Veery 416 402 14
Gray-cheeked Thrush 480 289 191
Hermit Thrush 1704 1064 640
Wood Thrush 177 141 36
American Robin 709 657 52
Gray Catbird 1128 802 326
Cedar Waxwing 766 741 25
Yellow-throated Vireo 8 7 1
Warbling Vireo 187 185 2
Red-eved Vireo 75 590 125
Blue-winged Warbler 56 43 3
Chestnut-sided Warbler 437 419 18
Magnolia Warbler 1880 1591 289
Black-throated Blue Warbler 524 399 125
Yellow-rumped Warbler 2853 2783 70
Blackpoll Warbler 994 592 402
Northern Waterthrush 440 422 18
Connecticut Warbler 27 21 6
Common Yellowthroat 818 756 62
Northern Cardinal 216 167 49
LeConte's Sparrow 6 3 1
Swamp Sparrow 775 692 83
Hoary Redpoll 21 9 12
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Three Vireo species, 9 warbler species, both kinglets,
Saw-whet Owl and Gray Catbird were among those
with ne high numbers. Among the 1998 tally, there
were five species that must be regarded as rarely
banded; however, none of these was a new species for
Ontario. Among these, 19 Mute Swans were banded
bringing the provincial total to 22. The two Western
Meadowlarks brought the 15-year total to 8.
Individual birds of the remaining species were banded
including the second ever Bewick’s Wren and Painted
Bunting. The Yellow-headed Blackbird brought the
long-term total to 5.

The Mute Swans and Yellow Headed Blackbird were
contributed by Long Point Bird Observatory and the
Bewick’s Wren, Painted Bunting, and Western
Meadowlark by Thunder Cape Bird Observatory.

RESULTS FOR LAST FIFTEEN YEARS - 1984
TO 1998

Totals included in the Ontario Bird Banding Journals
in the period covering 1984 through 1998 were
compiled. Over that period, banders banded 821,132
birds of a total of 287 species. This information is
based data previously reported in the Ontario Bird
Banding Journal.

Numbers of species banded annually ranged from a
low of 181 in 1988 to a high of 224 in three years
earlier in 1985. The overall average is 201and the
numbers have been adhering very closely to this level
for the last several years. Excluding 1985, the total
numbers of birds banded annually has trended
upwards. Caution must be exercised when interpreting
the data because the information is based on the
numbers reported to OBBA. There are likely a
number of individuals and possibly university and
government agencies who have not supplied any who
have not supplied any recent data. It is likely however
that the totals reflect the overall patterns because the
larger organized groups and very active individuals
have regularly contributed their data.

Some selected trend data are presented in Figures 1to
8 to illustrate how various factors have influenced the
banding totals. All following comments are made with
the understanding that there is considerable year to
year variability unless there is a specific reason for
bringing the situation to the reader’s attention. No
statistical tests were applied to the data.

Data for a number of the raptors are shown in Figures

1 and 2. The numbers of Sharp-shinned Hawks have
generally increased with time. Numbers of American
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Kestrels, Red-tailed Hawks, and Cooper’s Hawks
have not changed greatly over the study period but
low numbers in the first few years, especially in the
case of Cooper’s Hawk, may suggest a slight increase.
Although the total numbers are small, the recent years
has seen higher numbers of Peregrine Falcons and
both eagle species. Bald Eagles were infrequently
banded with only 5 banded in 1985 and 2 banded in
1991in the period up to and including 1995. The
annual totals jumped to 13, 15, and 11 in 1996, 1997,
and 1998, respectively. Since 1990, 1 to 3 Golden
Eagles have been banded on a regular basis whereas
only one had been banded in the 5 years previous.
Peregrine Falcon numbers have indicated a slow
overall increase with a maximum of 11 banded in
1995. The improvement in numbers of these species
caught likely reflects an increase in the wild
population due to various conservation efforts. Direct
releases of the peregrines would not be counted in the
totals as these birds already would be carrying bands
but their wild flying offspring might be among those
captured. By contrast, the peak Osprey numbers
reported in 1991, 1993, and 1994 were all banded by
Peter Ewins of the Canadian Wildlife Service. This
illustrates the impact of a directed study effort on a
single target species.

Data for several finch species are shown in Figure 3.
Pine Siskin, Common Redpoll, and Purple Finch
numbers reflect their irruptive pattern of occurrence in
southern Ontario where the majority of banders and
banding stations are located. No clear cyclic pattern is
yet evident. The very high numbers banded in 1985
and 1989 causes the overall trend to be downward but
this does not likely reflect accurately on the
population status. Save for the very high 1985
numbers, the trend for Purple Finch might show an
slow increase over time. House Finch banding totals
show an entirely different pattern. This species only
recently appeared the Ontario and showed a very
rapid growth in its population. The numbers of the
species banded each year is likely a reflection of the
population increase to a peak in 1990, possibly as late
as 1992. After that year, the numbers banded have
dropped considerably. It might be reasonable to
assume that the novelty of a new species on our midst
had worn thin and fewer banders were eager to spend
the effort to trap them.

In the case of sparrows, Song Sparrow and American
Tree Sparrow numbers remained fairly steady over the
15-year period (Figure 4). On the other hand, White-
throated Sparrow and Dark-eyed Junco numbers
decreased to about 1988 and then slowly and steadily
increased.
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Numbers of Ruby crowned Kinglets have been fairly
steady except for relatively low numbers banded in
1986 and 1996 (Figure 5). By comparison, numbers of
Golden-crowned Kinglets banded from 1986 though
1992 remained quite low. The high numbers banded

- were in 1995 and 1998. Black-capped Chickadee
numbers have gone up and down on a 1 to 2-year
cycle. Annual number patterns have been very
consistent among the chickadees and both species of
kinglets over past 5 to 6-year period. Brown Creeper
numbers have remained quite constant throughout.

Yellow-rumped Warbler numbers appeared to be
cyclic at 4-year intervals with peaks in 1985, 1989 and
1993. This pattern is not evident in the totals for
about the past years (Figure 6). Yellow Warbler
numbers remained constant while there was a slight
increase in number of Magnolia Warblers in recent
years. American Restart numbers were quite constant
from 1984 to 1990 when the increased in 1991 then
held steady at the new level for the remaining 8 years.

Little can be said about the pattern in numbers of
Hermit and Swainson’s Thrushes, and American
Robin. The pattern for the latter is particularly
constant (Figure 7). By comparison, the numbers of
Eastern Bluebirds banded has generally increased, no
doubt assisted by the extensive nest box program
developed for the species.

Numbers of banded waterfowl or species associated
with water are highly variable (Figure 8). This is not
considered to have any relationship to shifts in their
population but rather highlights the interests or
projects of specific individual banders or groups. The
banding effort of the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources. is reflected in the high numbers of ducks
including Mallards reported banded from 1984 to
1986. The higher numbers reported in recent years is
mainly due to the combined efforts of Tim Bast, Dave
Lamble, and Martin Wernaart of the Guelph banding
Group. Nearly all of the Double-crested Cormorants
banded were part of project of Chip Wesloh of the
Canadian Wildlife Service in examining the impact of
toxic materials on wildlife inhabiting the Great Lakes.
The majority of the high Ring-billed Gull numbers
banded in 1984 and 1991 were provided by the
Toronto Bird Observatory and Hans Blokpoel in their
banding work on the Leslie Street Spit in Toronto.
The banding of Black-crowned Night-Herons in the
1980's was credited to a series of individuals
including, Len Simser, Erica Nol, Ron Tasker and
David Agro.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND
COMMENTS

In some respects and within certain limits, the overall
numbers of birds and numbers of species banded
annually have remained remarkably similar over the
last fifteen years among the core species. This is
despite changes in the people and agencies reporting
from year to year (Table 3). There are several
individuals who have reported every year and four
observatories (Long Point B.O., Hawk CIiff R.B.S.,
Guelph Banding Group, and Toronto B.O.) reported
every year. Others had gaps in the reporting for
different periods and some have only recently become
established. Some name changes have occurred. For
example, Innis Point was formerly referred to as the
Ottawa banding group. In the last year, information
supplied by M. Wernaart replaced that of the Guelph
Banding Group. The effort first reported as the Bruce
Bird Observatory was essentially replaced by the
Cabot Head station which operated only in 1998. It is
hoped that this station will become operational on a
regular basis, at least during migration periods. Data
for Avicare was also reported as Kit Chubb while the
names of Hans Blokpoel and Chip Wesloh are
interchangeable with CWS reports. Dave Martin’s
reporting replaces the original Upper Thames C A.

Recent editions of the Journal have tended to include
fewer reports of recoveries with tendency to simply
provide a tabulation of the numbers of birds banded.
There seems to be decreasing analysis of the banding
data (i.e. for individual species) and studies of
longevity. There are exceptions including a series of
reports concerning birds banded at Hawk Cliff and at
Mountsberg. It is not known why this situation should
be developing but possibilities include lack of available
time, other priorities, or confidence in writing in the
case of some individual banders. Also, there is a
possibility that the volume of information held by one
individual person, or even one banding group, is not
sufficient to base a report. By combing the data from
several smaller databases, there may adequate data to
jointly develop interesting and informative reports.
Perhaps it is time for greater co-operation among the
various banders and groups to get a lot of filed
information into a published format. It is important
that the information about birds is shared!

Considering the abundance or typical frequency of
encounters, a number of birds seem to be banded in
relatively low numbers. For example, many thousands
of gulls are conspicuous around the Great Lakes and
also inland. Numbers of gulls banded annually varied
widely and none were banded in three of the last 15
years. Average numbers banded in those years where



banding was conducted included an average of 142
Ring-billed Gulls and 122 Herring Gulls. Some other
species that appear to be banded in numbers out of
proportion (lower) to their apparent abundance are
(15-year average shown in brackets) Killdeer (36),
Savannah Sparrow (192), House Sparrow (77)
American Crow (15), American Woodcock (12) and
Common Snipe (4). Only 18 Great Blue Herons were
banded over the 15 years. The average numbers of
Northern Cardinals and Downy Woodpeckers banded
were 128 and 177, respectively, yet many groups and
individuals band these species each year. It is
suggested that these resident species remain well
dispersed throughout suitable habitat. Because they
tend not to migrate or congregate to any great extent,
their rate of capture remains low. Few banders take
the effort to capture Cliff Swallows (21).

By contrast to the low numbers of species banded as
described above, directed banding of others has
produced high numbers of selected species. These
include Eastern Bluebirds (nest box trail projects),
waterfowl (special trapping), raptors (especially
Sharp-shinned Hawks and American Kestrel; the latter
supplemented with nest boxes), Double-crested
Cormorant (nestling banding), and Black-crowned

Night-Herons (nestling banding). Only one group
(Innis Point B.O.) have undertaken intensive and
specialized banding of Ruby-throated Hummingbird.
Tree Swallows which sit atop the list of total birds
banded at 40526(nearly 5% of all birds) benefit from
directed studies, opportunistic banding, and by-catch
of Eastern Bluebird nest box schemes.

There seems to be an un-quantified disdain of feral
species (House Sparrow, European Starlings, Mute
Swans, Rock Doves,) and banders tend not to actively
make efforts to capture them. No one admitted to
banding the latter during the last 15 years. These
species now form a significant part of the avifauna yet
little research is undertaken on their biology and
behavior. It would seem that there could be many
avenues for fruitful investigation of these species. A
number of other species are relatively recent
newcomers to Ontario although they originated in
other parts of North America instead of Europe.
These include Northern Cardinal, Brown-headed
Cowbird, and Mourning Dove but their appearance
was never as dramatic as that of the House Finch.

A complete tabulation for the fifteen year period is
available from the editor on request.

Table 3. Years of operation reported by organized bird banding groups. 1984-1998.

Station 1984 {1985 1986 {1987 {1988

1989

1990 {1991 {1992 11993 {1994 {1995 {1996 {1997 {1998 {iYears

Guelph Bnding Group

Hawk Cliff R B.S.
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Toronto B.O.
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— f s = e
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Innis Point B.O.

st b [ e f e

— s e f— P f
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Prince Edward Point

Holiday Beach B.O.
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—
—
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—
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MNR 7 1131 2

Avicare 1

Esssex Region C.A.

plviwlis il (e

Falling Snow

Boyne School I

Bruce B.O.

Cabot Head B.).

Haldimand B.O.

Owl Rehab. Res, F. 1

Total 17 20 1 10 7 7

7

—
e
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Numbers greater than 1 indicate that 2 or more individuals in that organization provided data.
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Figure 1. Annual total numbers of four hawk species banded in Ontario, 1984-1998
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet Golden-crowned Kinglet
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Figure 5. Annual total numbers of kinglets, chickadee, and creepers banded in Ontario, 1984-1998
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Figure 6. Annual total numbers of four warbler species banded in Ontario, 1984-1998
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Ontario, 1984-1998
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