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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL
REPORT: 1996

Robert Hubert and Fran Hubert!

LOCATION

Hawk Cliff is located on the Lake Erie shoreline 2
miles east of Port Stanley where the annual raptor
migration passes in great numbers each fall [Rayner].
It is situated at 42°41'N by 81° 10'W in Elgin County,
Ontario. Reluctant to cross any large body of water
due to the absence of thermal currents, birds
migrating south from Northern Ontario and Quebec
are redirected in a southwesterly path by the St.
Lawrence River and the north shore of Lakes Ontario
and Erie. At the western end of Lake Ontario, many
hawks turn south until they encounter Lake Erie. Here
once again they face open water and are rapidly
forced north-westward along the Lake Erie shoreline
from Long Point to the most northerly location on the
lake near Hawk Cliff. The land rises abruptly to form
¢cliffs one hundred feet high, and it is here that raptors
can be observed in their greatest concentrations.
Banders have been banding at the same locations
since 1969.

Banding of migrating raptors takes place annually at
Hawk CILiff from the latter part of August to the end
of December.

INTRODUCTION

Eight months rapidly sped by since we closed our
very successful 1995 banding season and with high
expectations and goals we started our 28th season.
This year we experienced a variety of extreme
weather conditions. The spring had below normal
temperatures with above normal rain fall and these
conditions continued into late June.

Due to the extremes encountered, we wondered if this
would have an effect on nesting results and the fall
migration. Higher than normal temperatures and drier
conditions prevailed during July and August. Stations
were prepared in August as the extra high grass was
cut to a manageable height. During August, two
stations were completed and the attempt to trap
hawks began.

Cyril Crocker got a jump on the banding operations
for 1996 in June when he banded with a wedding
band the third finger, left hand of Anita Horan.
Congratulations, Anita and Cyril!

BANDING OPERATION DAYS & HOURS

August 19 days 97.00 hours
September 116 days 699.00 hours
October 128 days 718.75 hours
November 113 days 501.25 hours
December Stations closed

Banders spent 2,016 hours over 376 days in 1996 and
banded 2,089 hawks; 1.035 hawks per station hour.
Results for 1996 are compared with the long-term
average in Table 1. Banding totals are shown in Table
2. Banders and observers spent 662.25 hours
observing raptors from August to November 1996.

HAWK CLIFF WEEKENDS

September 14" and 15" was the first of two weekends
designated as Hawk Cliff weekends. There were only
8 hawks observed on the first day and because of rain
the showing of birds was cancelled on the Sunday.

The second weekend failed to improve as only a total
of 52 hawks was observed all day Saturday. It was
quite foggy in the morning with 10° and 60% cloud
cover. There was little south wind. The last day of
the second Hawk Cliff Weekend was rained out
completely.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Turkey Vulture

Sightings 4,393
Per Hour 6.63
First Sighting September 5, 1996
Last Sighting November 22, 1996
Peak 950 October 3, 1996
Sightings 1995 3,761
Osprey

Sightings 142
Per Hour 0.21
First Sighting August 28, 1996
Last Sighting November 9, 1996
Peak 24 on September 11, 1996
Sightings 1995 192
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BUTEOS

Broad-winged Hawk

Sightings 47552
Per Hour 7.18

First Sighting August 29, 1996
Last Sighting October 14, 1996
Peak 38,170 September 18, 1996
Banded 2

There were 3 Broad-Winged Hawks sighted on the
29" of August. The first two weeks of September
were very slow for raptor movement.

On September 15®, Anita Crocker spotted a hawk
passing overhead at Station 3. Sheila was working the
starting and Cyril the cowbird. It was a Broad-winged
Hawk that slowed down to hover above the station.
Sheila released her line to check out the bird with
binoculars and Cyril switched to work the starling.
The Broad-winged Hawk dropped to the lure and
went right into the mist net -- Hawk CHffs first adult
Broad-winged Hawk. Not five minutes later, as Cyril
was banding the bird, Sheila netted the second Broad-
winged Hawk, an immature. It was certainly the
highlight of an uneventful year at Station 3.

On September 16™, with a light north north east wind
in the morning, the first flight of Broad- winged
hawks occurred. Unfortunately rain started at noon
ending the migration. There were 700 Broad-Winged
Hawks observed.

September 17" was almost a duplicate of the day
before with an east wind and light rain starting at 10
00. There were 315 Broad-Winged Hawks seen.

On September 18th, we were finally being influenced
by a high pressure system. The day was clear with a
10-km/hr north wind. These were the conditions we
had been waiting for and we would not be
disappointed. This day would produce the greatest
migration number for the season with 38,170 Broad-
winged Hawks observed.

On September 19%, the weather conditions remained
favourable with a north wind and clear sky. The
Broad-winged Hawks flew over quite high with 8,000
being observed. There were 47,255 Broad-winged
Hawks seen in a span of four days with a total
number of 47,477 for the month of September.
During October there were only 72 sighted.

There were 47,552 Broad-winged Hawks observed
this season with 2 trapped and banded.

Red-tailed Hawk

Sightings 2,245
Per Hour 3.38
First Sighting August 27, 1996
Last Sighting November 29
Peak 360 November 10, 1996
Banded 153

There were 20 foreign recoveries of Red-Tails in
1996; 11 of them in Ontario, 1 in Kentucky, 3 in
Indiana, 2 in Ohio, 1 in North Carolina, 1 in
Alabama. and 1 in Michigan. There were 7 foreign
retraps as well: 4 at Holiday Beach, Ontario; 1 at
Mountsberg, Ontario; one sight record at Lima, Chio;
and another at Braddock Bay, New York.

The first Red-Tailed Hawk of the season was seen on
August 27" and banded on August 29" at #1 Station.
There were two seen and banded during August.

September produced a very poor flight of Red-Tailed
Hawks. It was not until September 18®, under a high
pressure system that dominated the area, that 21 Red
Tailed hawks were observed. The following day, the
19" of September, produced the largest flight of 68
for the month. There were 21 observed on September
23", During September, 159 Red-Tailed Hawks were
observed and 23 banded.

On October 3rd, under a high pressure system with a
light north wind 95 Red-Tailed Hawks were observed
and 40 were seen the following day. The month was
very sporadic with only twelve of the thirty-one days
producing reasonable numbers with the best day of
the month being October 28" producing 170 Red-
Tailed Hawks. During October, there were 934
observed and 65 banded.

November had several favourable days that normally
produce good flights of Red-Tailed Hawks. On the
days that Red-Tailed Hawks flew in any number, they
would not respond. On November 26" we had four
inches of snow and on the 28" the ground cover was
six inches deep. This is what we consider ideal
conditions but the Red-tailed Hawks failed to appear.
On November 9" there were 320 seen and 360 on
November 10", These proved to be the peak days for
November.

There were 1,150 observed and 64 banded during
November. The number of Red-tailed Hawks
observed this year was 2,245 and 153 were banded.
This is a drastic drop from last year when there were
3,507 observed and 751 banded. It is quite possible
that there were more Red-tailed Hawks migrating
further north of our location that could not be seen to
be counted.
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Red-shouldered Hawk

Sightings 268
Per Hour 0.040
First Sighting September 19, 1996
Last Sighting Novemberl7, 1996
Peak 82 November 9, 1996
Banded 4

The first Red-Shouldered Hawk seen this season was
on September 19" when a single Red-shouldered flew
over the banding station. This was to be the only one
for September.

Migration conditions were poor this fall and during
October there were 130 Red-shouldered Hawks
observed. The highest daily number for the month
was 30 seen on October 207,

November did not show much improvement over
October as 137 were observed. The majority of those
ohserved was on two days, 82 on November 9" and
31 on November 10" The last observation of a Red-
shouldered Hawk was on November 27" when 3 were
seen.

The first banding of a Red-shouldered Hawk occurred
on November 10% and the last on November 25",
There were 4 Red-shouldered Hawks banded, one
hatching year and three after-hatching year birds.

Rough-legged Hawk

Sightings 33
Per Hour 0.04
First Sighting October 3, 1996

Last Sighting November 29, 1996
Peak 5 on October 28 and November 27, 1996

During October the first Rough-legged seen was on
October 4" when 4 were observed. There were 5
observed on October 28" with a total for October of 23.
November did not improve as only 10 were seen for the
month with 5 being seen on November 27", There were
no Rough-legged Hawks banded in 1996.

EAGLES

Bald Eagle

Sightings 106
Per hour 0.16
First Sighting August 24, 1996

Last Sighting November 23, 1996
Peak 14 September 19, 1996

The first sightings of Bald Eagles occurred during
August. The 24™ of August was a beautiful day with a
high temperature of 24°C and a low of 14°C. The sky

was clear with a 15-km/hr north wind. At 09:10, the
first Bald Eagle, an immature, was sighted flying
west along the CIif edge. Ten minutes later another
immature Bald Fagle was flying in the same location.
The third immature was seen at 11:10 flying higher
over the lake station. A fourth eagle, a sub-adult, was
flying reasonably low toward the lake station at 12:57
when it circled several times, finding a suitable
thermal updraft that elevated it very high. The last
Bald Eagle for August was an immature. This would
be the fifth Bald Eagle observed for August.

During September, there was a good sighting of Bald
Eagles with 63 being observed. On September 10", 7
Eagles were sighted, 10 on September 18" and 14 on
the 19" These were the three best days for
September, Between September 26™ until the end of
the month there were 27 Bald Eagles sighted.

During the first week of October, there were 10 Bald
Eagles seen. October 11 was a clear day with 4°C and
a slight south west wind and 5 Bald Eagles were
sighted. The remainder of the month was quite
sporadic with 6 being seen. The last Bald Eagle
sighted for October was on the 28" with a total of 24
for the month.

November produced 14 Bald Eagles with 5 being
seen on November 10"

There were 106 Bald Eagles observed this year; an
increase of 24 more than 1995,

The last Bald Eagle sighted during 1996 was on
November 23". There were no Bald Eagles banded.

Golden Eagle

Sightings 61
Per Hour 0.09
First Sighting September 27, 1996
Last Sighting November 25, 1996
Peak 28 on October 28, 1996

The first and only Golden Eagle for September was
sighted on the 27th. There were 3 seen on October
3rd and 4 on October 14th. The biggest flight for the
season was on October 28th with 10% cloud cover
and a 20-km/hr north northwest wind when 28 were
observed. The majority of the Golden Eagles were
sighted by observers about 3 km north of the banding
stations.

On October 21" with 100% cloud cover, 8°C and a
light north-east wind, a Golden Eagle came toward #1
Station from the north east at 11:45. Gary Hubert was
activating the lure bird having the lure close to the
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bow net. The eagle passed over the station, turned
inta the wind and dropped to the lure bird. The
momentum of the Eagle’s attack carried the lure
about 2 feet’ from the desired location. The Eagle sat
on the lure as Gary pulled, using both hands on the
ture string. The Fagle failed to be manipulated into
the centre of the bow net. After what seemed tobea
long time, but in reality only a few minutes, the Eagle
released the lure bird and flew lazily to the south
west.

Normally, George and Ruby Leverton band together
but, on October 28™, George had to leave at noon and
was to come back at 15:00 which left Ruby on her
own. At 14:31, a Golden Eagle came from the east
toward their station low but it did not respond. At
14:45, another Golden Eagle appeared over the
woods to the north east. Ruby activated the lure bird
and the Eagle came toward the station. This is when
the heart pounds faster as the large raptor moves
closer. The Eagle folded its wings and stooped
toward the pigeon. The Eagle came within 10 feet of
the pigeon but would not come to the lure. It
remained near by for a while and then left.

At this time, Ruby began to wonder how she would
have handled the Golden Eagle if she had caught it
since she was alone. The Leverton’s station is
somewhat isolated from the other stations and help
would not be available. Removing an Eagle from the
bow net is one thing but to do the proper
measuremnents and band it is another when you are
alone.

On November 23" with 100% cloud cover, 2°C and a
20-km/hr wind a Golden Fagle appeared from the
south east at 12:10. It flew low over the lure bird at
#1 Station making three low level passes but would
not take the lure. It then flew south over #6 Station
manned by Lawrence Sanders and proceeded to the
Lake Station manned by Don Fowler. The Eagle
remained over the Lake Station for 15 minutes,
making a minimum of 10 stoops on the lure bird. It
would hover along the edge of the Cliff taking
advantage of the strong updrafts. It would then stoop
on the lure bird touching the ground next to the
pigeon. The Eagle came in contact with the ground
six times while attempting to get the pigeon. Don
wondered if maybe the Eagle had poor eyesight since
it could not catch the pigeon. The Eagle eventually
flew in an easterly direction so we could hope to
catch it in the future.

During November, 18 Golden Eagles were observed.
There was a total of 61 Golden Eagles sighted for
1996 but unfortunately none was trapped and banded.

There were 12 unidentified Eagles sighted during the
fall season.

ACCIPTERS

Sharp Shinned Hawk

Sightings 5775
Per hour 8.72

First observed August 28, 1996
Last observed November 27, 1996
Peak 950 on September 19, 1996
Banded 1,342

There were 13 Sharp-shins recovered in 1996; 10
from the United States and 3 from Ontario. Four were
retrapped and released from Holiday Beach, Ontario,
three from Braddock Bay, one from Whitefish Point,
Michigan and and three others released from
Michigan.

The first Sharp-shinned Hawk was banded at the lake
station by Don Fowler on August 28" and the last to
be banded was on November 25" by Gary Hubert.

September 17" started well for a Sharp- Shinned
hawk flight and with six stations in operation there
were 68 banded and 597 observed. Rain started at
1300 and the flight was over for the day.

The following day was bright with a light north wind
and 11°C and produced the best day of the season.
With six stations in operation, 327 Sharp-shinned
Hawks were banded and 750 observed.

On September 19" the weather continued to be
favourable remaining under a high pressure system
centred near James Bay that provided a good deal of
sunshine from Manitoba to Quebec and into the
Northwest Territories. It was the peak of the Sharp-
Shinned Hawk flight as they started flying early in the
morning and the flight lasted all day. The hawks flew
quite high and, because of this, fewer Sharp-Shinned
Hawks were trapped and banded. There were 950
observed and 235 banded.

This was to be the last good flight of hawks for
September as the wind shifted to the south and
remained predominately SW to SE for the remainder
of the month. During September, there were 838
Sharp- Shinned Hawks banded and 3,125 observed.

During October, the wind which has a great effect on
our results came mostly from the south west and
north east. There was eight days of light to heavy rain
but only on October 18" did it rain too hard all day to
prevent someone from being set up.
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On October 3 with a light north west wind there
were 238 Sharp-Shinned Hawks observed and 58
banded. The number of hawks was down until
October 10® when 443 were observed and 81 banded.
There again was a gap in the migration until October
14® which proved to be the peak for October. It was a
beautiful day with light NW winds. On this day 556
Sharp-Shinned Hawks were observed and 112
banded.

October 20" was to be the last decent day with 220
Sharp-Shinned Hawks observed but only one was
caught and banded. During October, there were 2,553
observed and 461 banded.

As October ended, so did the migration of Sharp-
Shinneds Hawks. There were only 87 observed
during November and 38 banded. The last Sharp-
Shinned hawk observed was on November 27th while
the last one trapped was banded on November 25th.
The numbers of Sharp-Shinned Hawks observed
drepped in comparison to the number banded in the
last two vears. A total of 5,775 Sharp-Shinned Hawks
were observed and 1,342 banded this fall.

Coopers Hawk

Sightings 557
Per Hour 0.84
First Sighting August 24, 1996
Last Sighting November 29, 1996
Peak 125 on October 14, 1996
Banded 91

Three Cooper’s Hawks were recovered; 2 in Ontario
and 1 in Ohio. Three were retrapped and released;
one at Holiday Beach, 1 from Braddock Bay and the
third in Ohto. Five Cooper’s Hawks were retrapped at
Hawk CIiff: one banded in New York, 2 banded at
Holiday Beach, one in Pennsylvania and one in
Michigan.

There were 5 Cooper’s Hawks observed and 2 banded
in the month of August. The first was observed on
August 24" and the first was also banded on that day.
The flight of Cooper’s Hawks peaked in October with
380 observed and 45 banded. The last one to be
observed was on November 29th.

During September there were 91 Coopers Hawks
observed, 36 on September 18th and 14 on the 19th
of September.

October proved to be better with 380 observed and 45
banded. Sightings of Cooper’s Hawks were quite
sporadic during October as 47 were seen on the 3%,
125 on the 14", 54 on the 20" and 19 on the 28" and

18 on the 29™. November was very disappointing
with only 81 observed and 27 banded. The last
Coopers Hawk seen for 1996 was on November 29%

1996 turned out to have the lowest number of
Coopers Hawks banded and observed since 1988.

Northern Goshawk

Sightings 52
Per Hour 0.07
First Sighting October 10, 1996
Last Sighting November 27, 1996
Peak 20 on October 11, 1996
Banded 12

There were 2 Goshawks recovered this year; both of
them found dead, one in Indiana and the other in
Michigan.

We have found the uncertainty of the Goshawk is
very much like the uncertainty of the weather. Last
year was not supposed to be anything special for the
Goshawk but we observed 104 and banded 48. This
vear the first 2 Goshawks were seen on October10™
and 20 on October 3™, the remainder of the month
only 10 more were seen.

The first Goshawk was banded on October 10® with a
total of 6 being banded during October. During
November, only 20 were observed and 6 were
banded. There was a total of 52 Goshawks observed
and only 12 banded during the season.

American Kestrel

Sightings 2350
Per Hour 3.54
First Sighting Angust 10, 1996
Last Sighting November 19, 1996
Peak 550 on September 18, 1996
Banded 410

On August 10®, two Kestrels were caught at #1
Station. One of the two, a hatching-year female had
heen banded by one of our banders in a nest box north
east of Hawk CIiff. The second Kestrel, a hatching
vear male, was then banded and released.

Kestrels failed to be seen in large numbers this year.
There were not the large numbers sitting along the
hydro lines running in front of the banding stations
that we have been used to seeing in the past.

During August, 224 Kestrels were observed and 9
banded.
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In September, 280 Kestrels were banded and 1,714
observed. There were 120 banded during October and
603 observed.

This year’s total of 410 Kestrels banded is down 260
from the five-year average {1991 to 1995) of 670. The
last Kestrel banded for the season was on November
2™ by Don Fowler at the Lake Station.

Merlin

Sightings 52
Per Hour 0.07
First Sighting September 11, 1996
Last Sighting October 28, 1996
Peak 10 on October 10, 1996
Banded 16

Last year, we established a new personal high for
Merlins banding at 60 birds. During 1996, only 16
were banded. There were 12 banded in September
and 4 in October. The number of Merlins observed
during 1996 was 52 which is the lowest number in 10
years.

On September 30, 1996, a day with a clear blue sky,
20°¢ and a 30 kmv/hr south wind, 4 Merlins flew along
the north shore. Don Fowler was in his banding
station and caught and banded 3 of the 4 sighted.

It would have been interesting to know how far the
Merlin with band 0614-88098, an AHY F in moult,
would continue on in her fall migration. We would
later tearn that this bird was found dead at Winisk,
Ontario (near Moosonee) in May of 1996 by John
George Koostachim of Peawanuck, Ontario. He
found the bird and turned in the band to the local
MNR at Moosonee. Winisk is located on the lower
west shore of Hudson Bay.

Peregrine Faleon

Sightings 83
Per Hour 0.12
First Sighting September 15, 1996
Last Sighting October 19, 1996
Peak 45 on October 2, 1996
Banded 4

On September 15™ under a heavily overcast sky with

a light WSW wind and 14°C, two Peregrines were
sighted. At 13:47, one of the Peregrines responded to
the lure Don Fowler was activating but avoided the
mist net. On October 2™ with good Peregrine weather
conditions of 19°C and a brisk 40 km/hr south wind
and intermittent light rain, Don Fowler would trap
our first Peregrine for 1996. The day did not
disappoint us as the largest daily flight took place

when 45 flew over and 3 of them were banded by
Don Fowler at the Lake Station.

Although 3 were trapped, the adrenalin continued to
flow at #6 Lake Station as 25 of the Peregrines
responded well by diving at the lures but avoiding the
mist nets.

The last Peregrine observed at the Cliff was on
October 19™. There was a total of 83 observed during
1996. This observation figure is down from the count
of 132 in 1995,

Northern Harrier

Sightings 399
Per Hour 0.60
First Sighting August 22, 1996

Last Sighting November 29, 1996
Peak 43 on September 19, 1996
Banded 55

This year, the Harriers proved their reputation of being
nomadic raptors. Don Fowler had the distinction of
trapping 14 of the 15 banded during August. The first
Harrier observed was on August 22" and the last on
November 29"

On August 25" with 19°C a clear sky and a very light
south west wind, Don Fowler observed 13 Harriers and
banded 7. The Harriers were observed between 07:30
and 12:15 standard time. This was the best day for
August. We were surprised to see the number of 4 adult
male Harriers trapped during August.

During September, 19 Harriers were banded, the
biggest day was on September 19" when 5 were
banded. September 19th alse had the largest flight of
the month when 43 were observed. There were 138
Harriers observed in September.

October certainly didn’t improve as there was only a
total of 122 Harriers observed and the banding number
dropped to 5. The 14" and 28" of October had 17
Harriers observed which was the highest daily number
for the month.

There were days in November when we were sure the
Harrier migration would improve along the Cliff edge
but again we were disappointed as only 16 were banded
during November with 111 observed. The peak for
November was on the 9" with 21 being sighted.

The late migration of Harriers failed to materialize this
year as we have seen in the past. The first Harrier
banded was on August 23 and the last on November
29™. There was a total of 55 Northern Harriers banded
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and 399 observed. This is a drastic drop from the last
several years.

There was a total of 33 unidentified raptors observed
this season

Thinking of the season as the last bow net was pulled
up on December 4th, it was not for lack of trying that
our numbers were low. However, there was no doubt in
our minds that it was time to close.
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Table 1 Hawk ClLiff Sightings/Bandings in 1996 Compared to 1973-1995 Averages

Sightings Bandings
1973-1995 1973-1995
Species 1996 Totals Average [Variation % | 1996 Totals Average [Variation %

Turkey Vulture 4393 2721 +61.44
Northern Goshawk 52 41 0.27 12 16 -25
Sharp-shinned Hawk 5775 9810 -41 1342 1566 -14
Cooper’s Hawk 557 602 -7 91 126 -27
Red-tailed Hawk 2245 3508 -36 153 300 -49
Red-shouldered Hawk 268 164 +63 4 9 -55
Broad-winged Hawk 47552 13485 +252 2 2 0
Rough-legged Hawk 33 53 -38
Golden Eagle 61 18 +238
Bald Eagle 106 23 +360
Osprey 142 100 +42
Northern Harrier 399 927 -57 55 71 -23
American Kesirel 2350 3396 -31 410 584 -30
Merlin 52 44 +18 16 15 0
Peregrine Falcon 83 29 -186 4 1 +400
Total 64068 34921 +83 2089 2690 =23

' Bob Hubert, Co-ordinator
10 Paulson Court, St. Thomas, Ontario, N5SR 1M9

email <hubert@execulink.conr>
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RAPTOR BANDING AT THE HOLIDAY BEACH CONSERVATION

AREA, 1996

Thomas W. Carpenter', Arthur L. Carpenter’, and Phil Roberts’

INTRODUCTION

The eighth year of raptor banding at Holiday Beach
Conservation Area (HBCA) had a record total of 978
hawks banded, including record numbers of Merlin,
Cooper’s, Sharp-shinned and Broad-winged Hawks
{Table 1). The highlight of the season was the
capture of a Swainson’s Hawk on 13 Septemnber. We
also managed to capture one Peregrine Falcon.
Several additional Peregrines made passes at our set
up but evaded capture. An average of 15.8 hawks
were banded/day, the highest ever for the site, and the
2.3 hawks banded/hour was the second highest (only
1993 was higher). There were also 13 foreign retraps
and one return (see species accounts). The best day in
terms of the number of hawks banded was 18
September with 101 hawks, but over 50 hawks were
banded on five other days: 64 on 17 September, 57 on
19 September, 82 on 20 September, 83 on 10
October, and 58 on 16 October. The 11th, with 22
hawks banded, was the best day in November.

Hawk banding was attempted on 62 days from 9
September to 27 November. We had planned to band
through December, but the first several days of the
month were plagued by prolonged rain, prectuding
any banding. In the midst of heavy snowfall, we
finally closed down the station on 13 December.
Attempts to capture owls were largely unsuccessful.
Although we spent 14.9 hours audio-luring for N.
Saw-whet Owls during eight nights from 30
September to 27 November, none were captured. We
did manage to capture a red phase E. Screech Owl,
the sole owl banded in 1996. In hindsight, perhaps
we should have devoted more efforts towards Screech
Owls and less towards N. Saw-whets.

Extensive banding was carried out at both the lake
and marsh stations. The lake station, located at the
edge of a soybean field 0.25 km north of the Lake
Erie shoreline, was the primary station operated early
in the season. Banding was attempted here on 42 days
from 9 September to 25 November. Most accipiters
and American Kestrels were trapped at the lake
station (Table 2). The marsh station, located 1 km

from the Lake Erie shoreline in the natural buffer
between a marsh and an extensive agricultural field,
was used more extensively than in years past.
Banding was attempted at the marsh station on 36
days from September 19 to November 27. Most of the
Red-tailed Hawks were captured at the marsh station
(Table 2).

Five banders helped at the station this year: Art
Carpenter, Tom Carpenter, Phil Roberts, Steve
Dickson and Martin Wernaart. John St. Louis also
helped out Steve Dickson on numerous occasions.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Accipiters

The first Sharp-shinned Hawk was captured on 10
September. A record number was banded during
November, normally a month when few are present.
The last hawk captured at the station on 27 November
was a Y F Sharp-shinned Hawk. The best day for
Sharp-shinned Hawks was 18 September with 99
banded, but impressive numbers were also captured
on 19 and 20 September, and 10 and 16 October.
More (67%) females were banded than males. Adults
comprised 31% and 26%, respectively. of the females
and males banded. There were six foreign retraps,
five from Hawk Clitf and one from Wheatley,
Ontario. The Wheatley hawk, and three of the Hawk
CIliff hawks, were banded during past autumns - -one
in 1991, two in 1993 and one in 1994. The two
hawks banded in 1996 took one and two days,
respectively, to arrive at HBCA from Hawk Cliff.

Cooper's Hawks were banded from 12 September to
21 November; nine on 14 October was the highest
number banded/day. More Cooper's Hawks were
banded at the lake station in 1996 (Table 2); the
marsh station was better for this species in 1995. As
usual, more males (63%) than females were banded.
Adults comprised similar proportions (35% and 36%,
respectively) of the females and males banded. There
were five foreign retraps and a single return of a bird
banded in 1995, Two of the retraps were banded at

' Department of Biological Sciences, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio, 43403-0212, USA

* 3646 S. John Hix, Wayne, ML, 48184, USA

> 1089 County Road 15, R.R. #2, Essex, Ontario, N8M 2X6
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Hawk Cliff in 1996 and took two and nine days,
respectively, to reach HBCA. Another retrap was
originally banded near Port Huron, Michigan on 19
April 1996, We have not learned the original
banding locations of the remaining two retraps.

Only two Northern Goshawk were captured. On 15
October, we retrapped a HY F originally banded at
Hawk Cliff the day before, and a HY M was banded
on 20 October.

Falcons
The sole Peregrine, a HY M, was banded on 30

September. A SY M Merlin, banded on 28 October,

was late; the remainder, all HY (5 M, 4 F), were
banded from 10 September to 13 October. The best
days were 10 and 29 September, with two Merlins
banded on each date.

American Kestrels were captured from 9 September
to 20 October; 22 on 17 September was the highest

daily total. Numbers of males and females were
about equal at 32 and 29, respectively.

Buteos

The number of Red-tailed Hawks banded, although
considerably less than in 1995, was still impressive
compared to earlier years (1989-94, Table 1). This
number, however, was largely due to good coverage
during November, the best month (Table 2).
Red-tailed Hawks were banded from 16 September to
21 November with a daily high of 20 on 11
November. The proportion of adults was 44%, the
highest ever for our station (range for past years =
12-33%). The high proportion of adults may indicate
that reproductive success was poor for this species in
1996. There was one foreign retrap of a HY
Red-tailed Hawk; we have yet to learn its original
banding location. Two Broad-winged Hawks, both
HY, were captured on 1 and 2 October, respectively.

Table 1. Yearly summary of raptors banded at Holiday Beach Conservation Area, 1989-96.

Species 1989 1 1990 | 1991 | 1992 11993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | Total
Sharp-shinned Hawk 325 681 359 550 433 538 694 | 3578
Cooper’s Hawk 6 33 39 13 41 22 74 84 312
Northern Goshawk 2 6 5 2 5 i 21
Northern Harrier 6 1 1 ! 11 2 5 27
American Kestrel 25 4] 23 44 68 68 61 330
Peregrine Falcon 1* 1 i
Merlin 3 8 2 4 4 7 10 38
Red-shouldered Hawk I 4 1 1 1 2 1 6 27
Broad-winged Hawk I 1 2 4
Swainson’s Hawk 1 I
Red-tailed Hawk 10 19 49 42 17 30 226 113 506
Golden Eagle 1*

Total Hawks 17 415 822 449 664 570 932 978 | 4846
Northern Saw-whet Owl 74 22 13 1 7 117
Eastern Screech Owl 3 2 1 6
Long-ecared Owl I I
Snowy Owl 1 1
Total Owls 78 23 15 1 7 1 125
* Released unbanded
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Red-shouldered Hawks were banded from 15 October
t0 14 November with a daily high of 2 on 15 October.
Half of the Red-shouldered Hawks captured were
AHY, an unusually high proportion. The Swainson's
Hawk captured on 13 September was a HY bird and
probably a male based on its size.

Harriers

Harriers were banded from 17 September to 26
November, with never more than one individual
captured per day. All harriers were males, the
majority HY. The sole adult was captured on 26
November.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We must again extend our thanks to Morris Tytgat for
graciously allowing us the use of his wheat field; his
continued tolerance during harvest and plowing of the
‘obstacles’ we erect is especially appreciated. Without
his support, banding at the lake station would not be
possible. We also thank Edward Wright for making
his calf barn available to us to trap sparrows. Richard
Rivest from the Essex Region Conservation
Authority also helped in various ways to make this
vear's banding possible. We are also extremely
grateful to the Chatham Office of the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources for their continued
support of this project.

Table 2. Banding effort and hawks banded at the lake and marsh stations at Holiday Beach, 1996.

September October November

Species Lake Marsh Lake Marsh Lake Marsh Total

Sharp-shinned Hawk 373 29 212 64 16 694
Cooper’s Hawk 6 1 41 24 3 9 84
Northern Goshawk 1 1
Red-tailed Hawk 6 16 72 16 53 113
Red-shouldered hawk 1 2 3 6
Broad-winged Hawk 1 i 2
Swainson’s Hawk 1 1
Northern Harrier 2 1 1 1 5
Peregrine Falcon i 1
Merlin 7 2 1 10
American Kestrel 43 2 15 1 61
Eastern Saw-whet Owl 1 i
Total 439 33 290 116 19 82 979
Days 18 3 20 16 4 17 62
Hours 128.33 14.25 110.33 72.17 11.50 86.33 42291
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BANDING AND MIGRATION MONITORING REPORT FOR 1997 IN

SELKIRK PROVINCIAL PARK

John B. Miles' )

INTRODUCTION

The second year of operation of the Selkirk
Provincial Park Migration Monitoring and Banding
Station commenced March 8th and ended May 31th,
1997. The station was manned daily during this time
period with banding taking place on 84 days. No
banding was attempted on March 14 as a severe ice
storm occurred over night and strong winds occurred
during the day. On several days, the netting operation
was reduced or not carried out at all due to poor
weather conditions. Ground traps were in operation
on every day except March 14th.

With the exception of March 14th, the station was
manned from at least %2 hour before sunrise for a
minimum of 6 hours with few exceptions. These
occurred in March when strong winds, cold
temperatures and no birds present made it impractical
to remain on site much after 10:00 a.m. On March
14th, Jamie Miles and I did visit the site in the early
afternoon after the ice storm had ceased and the ice
had started to melt in order to do the daily estimated
totals report and to assess any damage. Strong winds
from the SW had pushed the lake water up Spring
Creek and the foot bridge was partly under water,
This was to occur several times this spring when
strong SW winds pushed the surface water up Lake
Erie.

Weather

Late in February, temperatures reached record highs
in this area with several stations recording highs in
the low 30's *“. March and April did not experience
any prolonged warm spells or periods of above
normal temperatures that accelerate bird migration
although the weather was reasonably dry.

May in 1996 was cool and wet with many below
normal daily high temperatures which held back the
migration and when the weather turned many
migrants passed overhead. It was anticipated that
May 1997 would be more normal. This was not to be,
May 1997 was the coldest in 30 years with the
average mean temperatures 3 C° lower than in 1996.
One nearby weather station reported that, for 28 days
in May 1997, the daily high temperature did not reach
the average high temperature for that day. The

! John Miles, Box 449, Jarvis, Ontario NOA 1J0

migration was late and many bird species appeared to
have passed over the location as they surged north.

Location

The Migration Monitoring and Banding Station was
in the same location as in 1996. This being the
section of the Park south and west of the foot bridge
over Spring Creek. Banding was done in the white
pine plantation immediately south of the Wheeler
walking trail that loops through the hardwood forest
on the west side of Spring Creek.

The daily census was done over the same route as in
1996. I'or the daily estimate totals, the same area as in
1996 was used. This included all of the park west of
Spring Creek and south of the pine plantation
immediately west of the foot bridge.

Banding Equipment

Banding was carried out using 15 mist nets and 6
ground traps. The net locations used in 1996 were
used again in 1997. In addition, two new net lanes
were developed in the natural openings in the pines.
The ground traps were placed along the edge of the
hawthorns along the west side of the park and along
the openings beside the marsh bordering Spring
Creek.

MIGRATION

Major migration was first noticed March 9th when an
estimated 2500 Tundra Swans passed over the site
heading west along the lake. While the station was
manned, this flight was steady with the birds moving
in flocks of 10-20 birds to upwards of 200 birds

On Good Friday, March 28th, the first warm front in
March passed over the area and there was a
noticeable increase of small land birds including the
season's first Fox Sparrows. The next warm spell was
April 5" when 46 birds were banded that day as
Golden-crowned Kinglets and Brown Creepers
surged through the banding site.

April 7th was a cold windy day but Bonaparte's Gulls
moved steadily west just inland along the lake with
an estimated 1000 passing over the study site. Birds

Ontario Bird Banding Vol 29/30 (1999)
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trickled through the banding site until April 27th
when a major flight occurred. Fifty eight birds were
banded on April 27th with Ruby-crowned Kinglets,
Hermit Thrushes and White-throated Sparrows being
the main species banded. A hundred "Myrtle"
Warblers were in the area but remained at tree top
level resulting in none being banded.

The first week of May was quiet with a small influx
of birds occurring May 8th and 9th. A reasonable
flight occurred May 14th when 78 birds were banded
with Ovenbirds being the most common bird banded.
A major fight occurred May 18 and 19th when 104
and 111 birds were banded respectively. A major fall
of Ovenbirds occurred with 28 and 23 banded as well
as a total of 30 Magnolia Warblers for the two days.
In 1996, the total season's banding total for Ovenbirds
had been only 24 birds.

The "big" day for the spring was May 24th when 179
birds of 34 species were banded. While the bulk of
the birds were Veerys, Swainson's Thrushes and
Magnolia Warblers, the variety was good with 16
species of warblers banded. May 28th was the last
day that a noticeable flight took place with 51 birds
banded. The station closed down on May 31st with
the migration still underway.

A total of 171 species of birds were recorded in the
study area during the study period.

BANDING RESULTS

In 1997, 1653 birds of 76 species were banded at
Selkirk Provincial Park. This is an increase of nearly
400 birds over those banded in1996. The most
frequently banded species in 1997 were
White-throated Sparrow with 137, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet with 121, and Magnolia Warbler with 101
birds. The banding highlights included the banding of
a White-eyed Vireo and a Hooded Warbler. A
complete listing of the birds banded is attached along
with the 1996 results for comparison.

Retraps

Retraps are birds banded but recaptured at the same
location within 90 days of being banded. In 1997, 213
birds were re-trapped one or more days after being
banded. Some of these birds were regularly re-trapped
with some as many as 20 times.

Returns

Returns are resident birds banded at the banding site

in prior years. Thirty six birds representing 8 species
were re-trapped in 1997 having been banded in
Selkirk Provincial Park in 1996. The following birds
banded in 1996 were re-trapped in 1997:

Black-capped Chickadee 3
American Robin 2
Yellow Warbler 13
Northern Cardinal 3
Song Sparrow 6
Brown-headed Cowbird 2
Baltimore Oriole 4
American Goldfinch 3

Foreign Returns

Foreign returns are birds captured and released that
had been banded at other banding stations. This year,
this station was fortunate to have 4 foreign returns.
The origin of two birds is known and information
from the banding office is expected for the other two.

A Golden-crowned Kinglet banded and released at
the Long Point Bird Observatory's Old Cut banding
station at 7:10 a.m. on April 3, 1997 was re-trapped
and processed at Selkirk at 10:10 a.m. the same day.
The direct distance is approximately 45 km but 42 km
are over the open waters of Long Point Bay and Lake
Frie. The shortest land route is about 58 kmina
direct line from the base of the causeway but since
Kinglets do not fly great distances over open areas
this bird must have travelled much further hedge
hopping to get to Selkirk Provincial Park.

A Ruby-crowned Kinglet banded on April 28, 1994 at
LPBO's Old Cut banding station was re-trapped at
Selkirk on May 6th. These two Kinglet recoveries are
remarkable especially since LPBO has banded about
50,000 kinglets and the number of recoveries can be
counted on the fingers of one hand.

A Brown-headed Cowbird re-trapped also on May 6th
is believed to have been banded at the tip of Long
Point this spring. A White-throated Sparrow with an
old style band re-trapped May 10th may be an
interesting recovery once the banding details have
been received from the banding office.
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Recoveries

Recoveries are birds banded at the banding site and
recovered or re-trapped and released at other sites. So
far, none of the birds banded at Selkirk have been
recovered.

Visitors

A total of 51 visitor days were recorded in 1997, This
is down from 1996's numbers but is due to the poor
weather which greatly reduced the number of
campers using the park in May. Visitor days would
have been 10 less without a scheduled FON
excursion trip to visit the banding site the first
weekend in May. Also,11 visitor days can be
attributed to the park-sponsored nature walks over the
Victoria Day Weekend.
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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION ANNUAL REPORT: 1997

Robert and Fran Hubert'

LOCATION

Hawk CHiff is located on the Lake Erie shoreline 2
miles east of Port Stanley where the annual raptor
migration passes in great numbers each fall. It is
situated at 42°41'N by 81° 10'W in Elgin County,
Ontario. Reluctant to cross any large body of water
due to the absence of thermal currents, birds
migrating south from Northern Ontario and Quebec
are redirected in a southwesterly path by the St.
Lawrence River and the north shore of Lakes Ontario
and Frie. At the western end of Lake Ontario many
hawks turn south until they encounter Lake Erie. Here
once again they face open water and are rapidly
forced north-westward along the Lake Erie shoreline
from Long Point to the most northerly location on the
lake near Hawk CHff. The land rises abruptly to form
¢cliffs one hundred feet high, and it is along here that
raptors can be observed in their greatest
concentrations. Banders have been banding at the
same locations since 1969. The Hawk Cliff area is
accessed by a township road which is an extension of
Elgin County Road 22 running south from Fairview
Avenue in St. Thomas.

BANDING OPERATION DAYS & HOURS

6 Operating Stations
August 21 days 80.25 hours

September 116 days 651.00 hours
October 125 days 598.75 hours
November 80 days 319.25 hours
December 32 days 107.00 hours

Banding totals for the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding
Station in 1997 are shown in Table 1.

Hawk Cliff Weekends

September 13%, 14™ 20", and 21* were the designated
days for the annual Hawk Cliff weekends. We have
shown hawks at the end of the Hawk Cliff road twice
daily during these annual weekends, however the
continuous erosion is causing some concern for the
safety of viewers who may wander too close to the
undermined cliff edge. The barrier preventing
automobiles from getting too near to the cliff edge
has now been moved further north due to the erosion.

September 13" was quite damp early in the morning
but cleared before the first showing, There was a fair

flight of hawks that continued most of the day. At 11
00 the banders were able to show male and female
American Kestrels, male and female Sharp-shinned
Hawks and male Northern Harriers. In the afternoon,
American Kestrels and Sharp-shinned Hawks were
shown. The morning of September 14™ had a good
migration for the viewers and banders were able to
show Sharp-shins and American Kestrels. The
afternoon flight slowed dramatically and very few
raptors flew.

The last weekend proved to be the best viewing
weekend as the main flight of Broad-wings took
place. Heavy rain occurred over night on September
20" with light rain early in the morning. At the 11 00
showing blue sky was evident and thousands of
Broad-winged hawks flew. Observers at the Hawk
Cliff road counted 8,321 Broad-wings, 101 American
Kestrels and 492 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 10 Ospreys
and 19 Bald Eagles. The second, and last Hawk CHff
weekend day, was also very good but the migration
stopped early in the day. Observers at the cliff sighted
12,699 Broad-winged Hawks, 271 American Kestrels
and 307 Sharp-shinned Hawks. There were 36
Ospreys and 11 Bald Eagles sighted.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

American Kestrels

There were 702 American Kestrels banded at Hawk
Cliff during 1997. This far exceeds the number of
410 banded during 1996 and is above the previous
five year average of 670 (Figure 1). Don Fowler
banded the first Kestrel of the season at #5 Station on
August 18" and Gary Hubert banded the last on
October 14" at #1 Station. September was the month
for American Kestrels as 588 were banded; 467 of the
588 were banded at the #5 Lake Station. There were
3,109 Kestrels observed for the season.

Merlins

The number of Merlins banded during 1997 was 46.
Although this number is down from our record high
of 60 for 1995, it is a marked improvement from the
16 banded in1996.The numbers of Merlins, both
observed and banded has increased significantly since
1983 (Figure 2). The first Merlin banded was at the
Lake Station #5 by Don Fowler and the last Merlin
banded was by Jim Izawa at #6 Station on October
4" There were 86 Merlins observed in 1997.

Ontario Bird Banding Vol. 29/30(1999)

15




800 . —

600

400

Numer of Birds

200

1983 1984

Figure 1. Numbers of American Kestrels banded annually at the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station

250
200
3
gw0 .
-
Qo
ol
£
£100
4
50
i
£ — Yoo i i 3 s
1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Banded  Observed
Figure 2. Numbers of Merlins banded annually at the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station
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Peregrine Falcons

On September 27" with a 15 k/hr NE wind the first
Peregrine was trapped and banded. The Peregrine
appeared late in the afternoon at the lake station. It
made several rapid passes and on one pass struck the
ture but did not hold on. The Peregrine returned and
got into the mist net. The bird was weighed,
measured, banded and released and 15 minutes later it
again made a stoop at the lure bird and was retrapped.
On October 3 with a 20 k/hr SW wind, 14° ¢ and
under a cloudy sky two Peregrines were seen. The
first responded well as soon as it detected the lure
bird. The Peregrine, a HY F Tundrius, came directly
to the lure bird that was being agitated behind a hawk
ret. It flew directly into the net. The second Peregrine
made one pass but was not caught.

On October 4, Lawrence Sanders, one of our original
members, and his wife Mary celebrated their 30
Wedding Anniversary. When they married, Lawrence
did not know this date would be during the peak
period for Peregrine migration. In the morning, three
Peregrines made responses but were not caught. At
12:30, two Peregrines were spotted in the gap in front
of #5 station. The lure birds were being activated
when a third Peregrine burst over the hill, struck the
lure bird and skidded over by the hawk net. The
Peregrine sat on the ground for a few seconds,
regained its composure and flew along the front of
the mist net to join the two Peregrines seen minutes
earlier. Russ Chantler took over when Don left to
attend the Anniversary celebrations and he was able
to catch and band 2 Peregrines. There were 8
Peregrines observed on this day. The last Peregrine
observed was on October 25" There were 52
Peregrines observed in 1997 and 4 were banded. The
numbers of Peregrines observed in 1997 was less than
the average for the period since 1990 but substantially
greater than the numbers prior to 1990 (Figure 3).

Sharp-shinned Hawks

The first two Sharp-shinned Hawks banded in 1997
were banded on August 29" ; 1 at #5 station by Don
Fowler and the other at #1 station by Bob Hubert.
The last Sharp-shinned Hawk was banded on
December 12" by Gary Hubert at #1 station.
September was a good month for the migration of
Sharp-shinned hawks. There were 110 Sharp-shins
observed on September 3™ and the peak was 900
observed on September 20", The last good day to
observe Sharp-shins was on September 27" when 304
were observed. There were 4,309 observed during
September and 994 were banded. The biggest count
was at #1 station when 93 were banded on September
20™,

We were hoping October would continue to be
successful as up to October 8™ 1,352 Sharp-shinned
Hawks were observed. To the end of October, an
additional 357 were observed for a total of 1,709 for
the month. During October, there were 370 Sharp-
shins banded. The migration basically ended in
October as only 47 were observed in November and 3
in December. Numbers of Sharp-shins banded
annually have remained fairly stable since 1983
(Figure 4.)

Coopers Hawks

There were 3 Coopers hawks observed in August and
2 were banded. The first Coopers to be banded was at
#5 station by D. Fowler on August 22" and the last
one was banded at #1 station by Gary Hubert on
December 2°. The single largest day for Coopers
migration was 48 observed on October 7" . This was
a day with clear skies, 16°c and a light south wind.
Several Coopers responded to the lure birds but
would hit the mist net and bounce out.

Numbers of Cooper’s Hawks banded have fluctuated
from year to year (Figure 5). Of those caught since
1983, juveniles have outnumbered adults by a ratio of
nearly 2.5 to 1. The male to female ratio has been 1.5
to 1.

Goshawks

There were only 2 Goshawks observed in September,
however one was trapped and banded at #5 station on
September 24" . This was a day with a cloudless sky,
6°c and a light NNE wind. The last Goshawk to be
banded was at #1 station on December 9 . This day
was a heavily clouded day with -2°c and a light ENE
wind. There was a total of 50 Goshawks observed and
30 banded. During 1996 there was only 12 Goshawks
banded.

Broad-winged Hawks

The largest flight of Broad-winged Hawks appeared
on the 20" and 21 of September. On September 20"
heavy rain occurred overnight diminishing in the
early morning. There was a N 30 KPH wind, 16° and
100% cloud cover in the morning and the Broad-
wings started to migrate about 10 00 DST. The wind
continued from the north and the sky cleared to 50%
cloud cover, a perfect day to see the high swirling
kettles of Broad-winged Hawks. There were 8,321
Broad-wings counted by observers at the cliff.
September 21% was the last day of our Hawk Chiff
weekend and the numbers of raptors that migrated
made for a good climax to the weekends. There was
10% cloud cover with a light north wind. The
migration continued until 14 30 DST. Fortunately
there were observers available at the cliff during the
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weekend when the Broad-wings migrated and they
counted 12,600, The observation numbers recorded
this year have mainly been from the banders’
observations and they are not able to count the high
kettles of Broad-wings from their banding stations.
Having observers at the cliff has given a more
accurate number of migrating hawks. There were no
Broad-winged Hawks banded this vear. The
migration of Broad-winged Hawks fell off drastically
after September 21%. Only 24 were observed by the
banders in October.

Red-tailed Hawks

Two Red-ailed hawks were observed in August but
none was banded. September 3 was a beautiful brisk
fall morning with 25 KPH north winds, 15°c and a
small amount of cloud. On this day 3 Red-tails were
caught and banded at #1 station, the first of the
season. September 4™ and 5® continued to have ideal
weather conditions as the high pressure system
covered our area. On September 4® there were 42
Red-tails observed by the banders although the
majority seen were inland out of sight of the stations
south of the lake road. Since Marshall Field’s #7
inland station was in operation, he was able to trap
and band 11. He also observed close to 35 Red-tails
on that day. There were 15 banded in total on
September 4" while on September 5 , with almost
identical conditions, 36 were observed and only 2
trapped as the hawks would not respond to the lare
birds. Red-tailed hawks virtually disappeared for the
remainder of the month with only September 26"
having 51 and September 27" with 24 for a total of
264 observed for September and 50 banded. October
started better as 31 were observed on October 1* and
5 were banded. Our spirits dampened as October
progressed until the 11" when 58 Red-tailed hawks
were observed and 6 were banded. October 15" there
were 47 observed, on the 16" 61 observed, 17" there
were 93 and a total of 26 were banded. It would not
be until October 25" when a north wind replaced the
previous south-east wind and the sky cleared after a
steady rain on October 24" that the largest migration
for October would take place. There were 460 Red-
tails observed and 8 banded as the hawks were flying
high and not responding. They continued to migrate
in the morning of the 26" when 240 were observed
and 11 banded. The flight stopped at noon as heavy
rain moved in and the migration was over for the day.
The migration for October was very spotty as 1,125
Red-tailed hawks were observed and 115 banded.

Our anticipations were high as November arrived for
a good flight of Red-tails. Up to the 6™ of November
the weather was overcast with rain. The wind
remained in the east but also had enough north wind

to encourage a migration. There were 340 Red-tailed
hawks observed with 11 banded. The flight stopped at
11 30. We became more optimistic as November 7%
had high mottled cloud cover and ENE 5 KPH wind.
In the early morning the air was quite damp but as the
wind increased at 09 30 the migration began. There
were 220 Red-tails observed and 42 banded. The
response was much better and station #1 banded 23
Red-tailed hawks. The migration continued
November 8%, 9" and 11™ but the raptors flew
extremely high and would not respond. November
14™ we encountered about 4" of snow which we
thought would improve the responses of the Red-
tails. However, few Red-tails flew the remainder of
the month. During November we observed 1,175 and
banded 115.

Even when we had what we considered ideal
migration conditions there were no Red-tails flying.
There were 5 station in operation as we entered
December and we were still anticipating a late
movement of Red-tails. On December 1% there was a
good migration but the responses were poor. A
number of Red-tails flew low over the activated lure
birds but paid no attention to them. On December 2™,
12 Red-tailed hawks were observed at Marshall
Field’s inland station but were not seen south of the
lake road. Up to December 19" under some very good
conditions, there were 88 Red-tails observed and 14
banded. There was a total of 2,654 observed and 253
banded. Overall, the numbers banded in 1997 was
about average for the Banding Station (Figure.

It is still our feeling that there are far more Red-tails
migrating further north of our stations and many
flying high that we do not see.

Red-shouldered Hawks

It was not a good year for Red-shouldered Hawks as
far as trapping them. The first one observed for the
season was on October 11" and the last was seen on
December 1% . Don Fowler at #5 lake station had the
distinction of catching the only 2 Red-shouldered
hawks of the season: one on November 9% and the
other on December 1% . There were 162 observed and
2 banded during 1997.

Rough-legged Hawks
This year was not the year for a Rough-legged
invasion as only 17 were observed and 1 banded.

Northern Harriers

The number of Northern Harriers that were caught
and banded improved greatly from last year. The first
Harrier to be caught and banded was at #5 station by
Don Fowler on August 20" , 1997. This was the first
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of four Harriers to be banded in August. There were
28 observed during August.

September proved to be the best month for Harriers
as 531 were observed and 94 caught and banded. The
majority of these would be banded at #5 station by
Don Fowler, Jim Izawa and Russ Chantler. They
banded 64 Harriers out of the 94 for September.
October’s numbers for Northern Harriers dropped off
as 33 were banded, 20 of these at the lake station. We
were hoping the Harrier numbers would improve later
in the season as we looked for a flight of aduit male
Harriers.

There were only 11 Harriers banded in November and
135 were observed. November 6™ and 7" had NNE
winds at 15 KPH under a heavily clouded sky. This
was the best migration for November when 42
Harriers were observed. There were only 2 Northern
Harriers banded during December of the 6 observed.
There was a heavy snow fall of 6" on the ground on
December 11™ when the last 2 Harriers of the season
were trapped; the last one banded by Bob Hubert at
#1 station.

The total Harriers banded was 144 and 967 were
observed. Since 1983, the numbers of juvenile birds
banded has outnumbered adults by a ratio of about
6.7 to 1 (Figure 7). Males outnumbered females by
1.8t0 1.

Bald Eagles

At 11 35 EST on August 23, an Immature Bald
Bagle flew low over #1 station but showed no interest
in the lure birds below. This was the first of 3 Bald
Eagles to be seen in August.

On September 5® with a light SW wind, 20° and
clear sky a Harrier appeared in the distance in front of
#5 station and then an Eagle. The lure bird was
activated and the Eagle, an immature, approached
quite low. As the Eagle approached the Harrier came
towards it and made a little harassing movement. The
Eagle hovered above the lure bird before leaving to
fly away along the cliff edge. There were 37 Bald
Eagles sighted in September, 16 in October, 5 in
November the last one, an adult was seen on
December 2™ by Sheila Fowler. There was a total of
62 Bald Eagles observed. Numbers of both Bald and
Golden Eagles have increased since 1983 (Figure 8).

Golden Eagles

There were 37 Golden Eagles observed in October;
the first on October 10®. On October 22™, John
Lemon was at #7 banding station. The sky was
completely overcast, 0°c with a light west wind. At

11 40 2 adult Golden Eagles, flying low over the
woods and hedge row, were flying in good position of
the banding station. One of the Eagles responded but
did not take the lure. At 13 30, an immature Golden
Eagle responded from the south. It came directly to
the lure bird and landed within the span of the bow
net. As the bow net was released, the Eagle moved
out of its’ range. The Eagle remained long enough for
a picture to be taken. It then left to continue its
migration. This was the closest that anyone came to
trapping an Eagle this year,

Two Golden Eagles flew 500 yards north of the cliff
edge on December 2™ at 12 25. These were the last
for the season. There were 13 Golden Eagles
observed in November and 2 in December.

Turkey Vultures

On August 28" with 20% cloud cover, 22° and a
light WNW wind the first Vultures were observed
migrating over #7 banding station. During September
there were 413 Turkey Vultures seen with October
producing 3,382, November 249 and the 3 on
December 1* were the last for the season. During the
season 4,056 Turkey Vultures were observed.

Osprey

There were 114 Osprey observed during the season as
5 were seen in August, 97 in September and 12 in
October.

FOREIGN RECOVERIES

There was 1 Northern Goshawk found dead in
Pennsylvania, 16 Sharp-shinneds, all dead, 3 in
Ontario and 13 from Ohio to Florida. Two Cooper’s
Hawks were found dead in Ontario and one in
Michigan. Eleven Red-Taileds were recovered dead
in Ontario and in the U.S.. Three of them were over
20 years of age. One Merlin was found dead in
Quebec. Five American Kestrels were dead , one in
Arkansas, one in South Carolina and the rest in
Ontario.

FOREIGN RETRAPS

A Northern Goshawk was released at Holiday Beach,
one day after being banded at Hawk Cliff. Eleven
Sharp-shinneds were released at Port Huron and
Holiday Beach. Two Cooper’s Hawks were released
at Holiday Beach. A five year-old Red-tailed Hawk
was injured but released at Milton, Ontario. A
Peregrine Falcon banded at Hawk Cliff in 1992 was
struck by a car and held in captivity in Missouri in
1996.
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OBSERVATIONS

This year we did not have the additional regular
observers on the Hawk Cliff road that we have had in
the past. Circumstances prohibited both long-time
counters Marge Bowlby and Sue Ross from putting in
the many hours they have done in past years.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

During our annual Hawk Chiff Raptor Banders’
banquet, an award for banding the 70,000" raptor was
given out. Marshall Field, the originator of the Hawk
CIliff Banding group, was the winner of this coveted
award. Marshall was also presented with a beautiful
plaque presented by Pud Hunter on behalf of the
Ministry of Natural Resources Eagle program. Again,
Marsh was one of the pioneers in the banding of
young eagles and has dedicated many years in helping
erect artificial nesting sites and in the preservation of
nests in our area. Congratulations Marsh!

Ruby and George Leverton, long-time banders, have
decided to concentrate their time on golfing and
curling and will not be manning a station in 1998.
They have been dedicated Hawk Cliff banders and
will be missed. Thank you Ruby and George!

We are most grateful again to the Ontario Clean
Water Agency, Mr. And Mrs. Steve Ivan and Mr. and
Mrs. Bob Ward for the use of their property on which
to conduct our banding operation and to Mr. and Mrs.
John Phillips for making their property available to
us. Also to Pud Hunter and the Ministry of Natural
Resources our thanks for their excellent co-operation.
We also thank Canada Trust Friends of the
Environment for their grant for Project Peregrine.

BANDERS AND ASSISTANTS

M. Bacro R. Chantler
A. Crocker C. Crocker
M. Field D. Fowler
S. Fowler G. Hubert
R. Hubert J. Izawa

G. Leverton P. Leverton
R. Leverton E. Machell
G. Prieksaitis L. Sanders
D. Vanseader J. Lemon

'Robert Hubert, Co-ordinator,10 Paulson Court,
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5SR 1M9
Email hubert@execulink.com

Ontario Bird Banding Vol 29/30 (1999)

24




DIURNAL MOVEMENT OF GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLETS

John Miles and Paul Prieyr{l"__ o

Golden-crowned Kinglets, Ruby-crowned Kinglets
and Brown Creepers, along with many other species
of passerines, occur in large numbers in both spring
and fall at Long Point. These birds arrive in the pre-
dawn hours and land on the wooded ridges that make
up Long Point. About two hours after dawn, these
birds start foraging and moving off the ridges to the
tree and scrub-covered sand dunes that extend east
and west along the south side of the peninsula. On
peak days, the birds are moving through in “waves”.
Both in the spring and the fall, the visible movement
is west along the dunes towards the base of the
peninsula where it meets the mainland. From here,
little is known of the bird’s dispersal pattern.

The obvious reason why the birds follow this route is
that Lake Erie lies to the south and it is over 50 km of
open water to the American shore. On the north side
of the sand dune there is a one to eight kilometre
wide cattail marsh and Long Point Bay which is an
eight to fifteen kilometre width of open water before
the mainland. Small land birds usually do not try to
cross open stretches of water during the day time and,
if they did so, they would be tempting targets for the
multitude of gulls that cruise the bay.

Depending upon the number of birds that “drop in”,
this movement along the point can continue anywhere
from 2 to 6 hours or longer although it is usually over
within about 3 hours. While this movement has been
observed to continue west to the base of the point,
some birds have been observed moving north through
the rows of willows that line the causeway from the
mainland to the point. This causeway is about 8 km
east of where the peninsula leaves the mainland.

On April 3, 1997, 1 (John Miles) extracted a banded
male Golden-crowned Kinglet at my Selkirk
Provincial park Bird Migration Monitoring and
banding Station (co-ordinates 425-0795). What
immediately caught my eye was that the band was on
the right leg where the majority of banders place their
band. I band on the left leg.

! John Miles, Box 449, Jarvis, Ontario, NOA 1J0

The band was a size 0A with a prefix of 3510, The
prefix of the series I was using was 3500. I processed
this bird at 10:10 am EST. The full band number was
3510-35774. The bird weighed 6.7 grams and, in my
opinion, was a “1" fat. The wind for the morning was
a moderate breeze out of the northwest.

When I got home, I phoned Paul Prior who isin
charge of the Long Point Observatory’s field stations.
I asked him if they were using “0A”s with a 3510
prefix and he replied “Yes”. I then inquired what the
rest of the series was and he answered “35800s”. 1
then asked him about 35774. He looked it up and said
he had banded a male Golden-crowned Kinglet with
band 3510-35774 with a “3" fat weighing 6.8 grams
at 7:10 am EST at Old Cut’s banding station (co-
ordinates 423-0810) that same morning.

It was very obvious that it was the same bird and 1t
had travelled between our banding stations in less
than three hours. In a direct line, it is 45 kilometres
between the two stations but 42 kilometres of this
journey is over the open waters of Long Point
Bay/Lake Erie. Since kinglets do not fly a long way
over open land and water during day light hours, this
bird must have either crossed to the mainland along
the causeway or proceeded west to the mainland at
the base of the point. From Old Cut to the causeway,
across the causeway, and then a straight line to
Selkirk is a distance of 58 kilometres. Likewise, the
distance from Old Cut to the base of the point, then a
straight line to Selkirk, is 70 kilometres. Since the
direct line is across many cultivated fields and
through urban areas, it is more likely the bird did not
travel in a straight line but hedge-hopped through
woods and along hedge rows. Regardless of which
way this bird came to Selkirk, it had to be really
motoring to get to Selkirk in under three hours.

Equally amazing is the fact that, in over the 37 years
LPBO has been operating, this is only the second
Golden-crowned Kinglet, out of the thousands
banded, that has been recovered. The other was
recovered at Miami, Florida.

Paul Prior, 51 Bastedo Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, M4C 3M8
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BANDING IN ONTARIO: 1996

W.D. Mcliveen' and E.A. Machell’

Species

Bast

Brander

Cheskey

Dewey

Hubert

Lamble

Ludkin

Martin/Heagy

Mcltveen

Miles

Murphy

Read

Simser

Wyatt

Pied-billed Grebe
American Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Mute Swan
Canada Goose

57

Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
American Black Duck
Mallard

Mallard X Black Hybrid

124

Lad

Northern Pintail
Blue—winged Teal
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup

Bufflehead

Hooded Merganser
Bald Eagle

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk

Cooper's Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Swainson's Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
American Kestrel
Merlin

Peregrine Falcon

16

Virginia Rail

Sora

Sandhill Crane
Black-bellied Plover
Semipalmated Plover

Killdeer

Lesser Yellowlegs
Spotted Sandpiper
Ruddy Tumnstone
Sanderling

Least Sandpiper
White-rumped Sandpiper
Common Snipe
American Woodcock

Ring-billed Gull
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Species & & 3 = £s) 2 = & g = =) &=

Pied-billed Grebe 1 3 3
American Bittern 1 1 i
Great Blue Heron I |
Mute Swan 1 1 1
Canada Goose 428 1 5 593
Wood Duck 57 4 257
Green-winged Teal 2 17
American Black Duck 3 20
Mallard 112 4F 1514
Mallard X Black Hybrid 2 11
Northern Pintail 1 2
Blue-winged Teal 15 41 333
Redhead ! !
Ring-necked Duck 76 1 76
Lesser Scaup 3 i 3
Bufflehead 14 1 14
Hooded Merganser 1 1 1
Bald Eagle 13 1 13
Northern Harrier 6 55 5 3 66
Sharp-shinned Hawk 27 8 1342 1 694 30 4 1y 270 13§ 2388
Cooper's Hawk 3 1 91 84 1 i 8 183
Northern Goshawk 2 12 1 3 3 5 21
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 4 6 3 11
Swainson's Hawk 1 1 1
Broad-winged Hawk 3 2 2 1 4 8
Red-tailed Hawk 14 40 153 113 2 6 326
Rough-legged Hawk 1 i I
American Kestrel 4 43 410 61 4 1 8 548
Merlin 2 2 16 10 i 1 7 33
Peregrine Falcon 4 I 2 5
Virginia Rail 1 2 2
Sora 2 i 2
Sandhill Crane 2 1 2
Black-bellied Plover 1 i 1
Semipalmated Plover 1 2 5
Killdeer 15 1 4 20
Lesser Yellowlegs i 1 1
Spotted Sandpiper 6 2 2 8§
Ruddy Turnstone 2 1 2
Sanderling 6 1 &
Least Sandpiper 10 3 2 13
White-rumped Sandpiper i I 1
Common Snipe 1 I 1
American Woodcock 1 5 1 4 8
Ring-billed Gull 1 2
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Species

Bast

Brander

Cheskey

Dewey

Hubert

Lamble

Ludkin

Martin/Heagy

Mcliveen

Miles

Murphy

Read

Simser

Wyatt

Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Y ellow-billed Cuckoo
Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl

—

1

[

Snowy Owl
Barred Owl
Great Gray Owl
Long-eared Owl
Boreal Owl

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Whip-poor-will

Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Yellow-shafted Flicker
Flicker Intergrade

[

Pileated Woodpecker
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Alder Flycatcher

"Traill's" Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe
Great-crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird

25

o

24
10

[SS IR e

17

Horned Lark
Tree Swallow

N. Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow
CHiff Swallow

102

1048

143

61

161

988

Barn Swallow
Gray Jay

Blue Jay
American Crow
Common Raven

14

11

Black-capped Chickadee
Boreat Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch

17

77

35

82

20

12

1

36

37

26

Brown Creeper
Carolina Wren
Bewick's Wren
House Wren

Winter Wren

[

37

20

29

38
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Species & £ 3 R EH = & = & :§ &
Mourning Dove 20 14 7 & i it 124
Black-billed Cuckoo 3 9 1 & 18
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 1 1 1
Eastern Screech-Owl 5 i 5 11
Great Horned Owl I 4 3 7
Saowy Owl I 1 1
Barred Owl 1 i I
Great Gray Owl 44 10 17 3 71
Long-eared Owl i i 1
Boreal Owl 2 1 2
Northern Saw-whet Owl 12 6 8§ 217 7 246
Whip-poor-will i 4 2 3 7
Belted Kingfisher 2 1 2
Red-headed Woodpecker 12 3 2 15
Red-bellied Woodpecker 6 2 2 8
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 14 1 3 5 20
Downy Woodpecker 2 9 1 34 i 5 5 15 102
Hairy Woodpecker 1 2 5 7 18
Yellow-shafted Flicker i 74 5 3 39 10 134
Yelow x Red Shafted Flicker 2 i 2 3 5
Pileated Woodpecker 3 3 5
Olive-sided Flycatcher 2 1 2 3
Eastern Wood-Pewee 118 2 4 3 10 146
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 8 1 214 5 11 68 12 328
Alder Flycatcher 75 11 3 95
“Traill's" Flycatcher 2 184 7 [ 70 12 296
Least Flycatcher 46 2 7 538 30 32 30 14 768
Eastern Phoebe 46 6 5 7 78
Great-crested Flycatcher 16 5 10 7 38
Eastern Kingbird 4 25 2 1 5 33
Horned Lark i 30 4 5 40
Tree Swallow 175 1 806 3 175 7 13§ 3671
N. Rough-winged Swallow 1 3 3
Bank Swallow 15 4 40 3 59
CHff Swallow 3 1 20 4 5 35
Barn Swallow 40 34 9 6 157
Gray Jay 2 | 3 4
Blue Jay 13 10F 385§ 381 29% 199 15§ 1082
American Crow 17 1 2 18
Common Raven 1 i 1
Black-capped Chickadee 4 59 51 1 60 44 90 98 i8 754
Boreal Chickadee i 4 4 26
Tufted Titmouse 1 } i
Red-breasted Nuthatch 10 121 s 4F 515 8 673
White-breasted Nuthatch 5 29 i4 1 8 72
Brown Creeper 4 866 48 i1 40 izg 1016
Carolina Wren 5 i 5
Bewick's Wren 1 1 1
House Wren 2 187 9 14 10 344
Winter Wren 133 7 18 4 8 197
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Marsh Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet 3 6 77 3
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 12 12 2 82 1 8
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 3
Eastern Bluebird 127 57 105 352 5 63
Veery 10 1 2 27 20 5
Gray-cheeked Thrush 15 1
Swainson's Thrush 29 2 1 4 3 2 76 3 8
Hermit Thrush 14 13 106 1 15
Wood Thrush 20
American Robin 27 3 15 16 6 75 7 6
Gray Catbird 22 S 2 16 43 14 42 11
Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher 2 2 3 [
American Pipit
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing 3 7 1 5 21 S 7 1 1 1
Northern Shrike 1 I 1 1
European Starling 18 1 26 1 5
White-eyed Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo 2 2 I I ! 3
Yellow-throated Vireo 1 3
Warbling Vireo 3 1 1 3 3 2 13
Philadelphia Vireo 2 1 3 9
Red-eyed Vireo 6 25 1 8 8 1 13 4 3
Blue-winged Warbler 1 3 3 2
Golden-winged Warbler 2
Brewster's Warbler 1
Tennessee Warbler 1 15 3 2 17 1
Orange-crowned Warbler 4 | 5
Nashville Warbler 30 31 4 22 9 5 41 32 2
Northern Parula 1 1
Yellow Warbler 25 4 2 13 42 13 70 7
Chestnut-sided Warbler 19 2 1 17 7 9 19 4
Magnolia Warbler 70 15 3 32 15 7 70 11 18
Cape May Warbler 1 4 1 2 1 1
Black-thr't Blue Warbler 10 3 3 3 2 1 L5 1 5
Myrtle Warbler 1 52 1 9 40 1 297 44
Black-thr'd Gray Warbler
Black-thr'd Green Warbler 10 3 1 4 4
Blackburnian Warbler 2 3 i 6
Pine Warbler 1
Prairie Warbler
Western Palm Warbler 8 44 9 2
Bay-breasted Warbler 1 5 I 1 2
Blackpoll Warbler 1 1 2
Cerulean Warbler
Black-and-White Warbler 5 5 2 1 7 7 8
American Redstart 34 53 21 5 13 43 g
Prothonotary Warbler
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Marsh Wren 1 23 1 3 25
Golden-crowned Kinglet 4 1 3 620 39 41 66 11 863
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 9 i 860¢F 142 88 45 14§ 1266
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 26 1 4 1 6 37
Eastern Bluebird 88 8 10 3 10 820
Veery 55 19 99 i2 18 8 12 276
Gray-cheeked Thrush 2 76 5 5 9 7 113
Swainson's Thrush 24 1 3 298 15 498 108 16 626
Hermit Thrush 6 I 1 469 34 91 20 14 774
Wood Thrush 56 5 3 4 84
American Robin 27 26 5 121 29 18 5 17 389
Gray Catbird 21 252 32 30 12§ 490
Northern Mockingbird 2 i 2 3
Brown Thrasher 1 93 4 5 g 111
American Pipit | 1 2 3
Bohemian Waxwing 4 1
Cedar Waxwing 41 44 1 43 5 13 19 18 219
Northern Shrike 1 2 1 7
European Starling 5 92 2 12 9 162
White-eyed Vireo 2 1 2
Blue-headed Vireo 52 6 3 12 10 83
Yellow-throated Vireo 2 1 4 7
Warbling Vireo 5 98 3 4 1 12 125
Philadelphia Vireo 5 39 3 1 12 9 75
Red-eyed Vireo 29 4 4 165 14 10 39 16 334
Blue-winged Warbler 2 20 1 1 33
Golden-winged Warbler 2 1 5
Brewster's Warbler 1 1
Tennessee Warbler 49 1 17 53 5 4F 173 13 341
Orange-crowned Warbler 2 14 8 15 7 49
Nashville Warbler 80 11 28 207 31 95§ 227 i6 855
Northern Parula 7 1 13 5 23
Yellow Warbler 15 7 583 57 27 33 14 896
Chestnut-sided Warbler 62 1 18 138 19 20 83 15 419
Magnolia Warbler 12 3 10 678 90§ 127§ 198 16§ 1359
Cape May Warbler 3 1 47 4 1g 198 12 264
Black-thr't Blue Warbler 2 1 199 i1 41 21 15 318
Myrtle Warbler 2 52 34 1432F 121 46F 285 15 2417
Black-thr'd Gray Warbler 1 1 1
Black-thr'd Green Warbler 5 68 24 16 73 11 215
Blackburnian Warbler 1 54 9 6 77 10 161
Pine Warbler 9 3 3 13
Prairie Warbler 2 1 2
Western Palm Warbler 23 7 7 171 6 4] 369 11 650
Bay-breasted Warbler 1 i 43 12 12 43 11 122
Blackpoll Warbler pA 141 3 27 7 177
Cerulean Warbler 2 1 2
Black-and-White Warbler 3 6 169 25 32 127 14 404
American Redstart 21 i 42 293 27 42F 367 14§ 970
Prothonotary Warbler 1 1 1
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Species

Bast

Brander

Cheskey

Dewey

Hubert

Lamble

Ludkin

Martin/Heagy

Mecllveen

Miles

Murphy

Read

Simser

Wyatt

Worm-eating Warbler

Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush

Louisiana Waterthrush
Connecticut Warbler

|3

Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler

[

47

12

2
[X V)

62

Yellow-breasted Chat
Scarlet Tanager
Worthern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting

25
11

Dicksissel

Eastern Towhee
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow

147

80

56

41

44

Field Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow

Lark Bunting
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow

LeConte's Sparrow
Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow

34

75

14

220

55
24
28

o

1]

White-throated Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Gambel's White-Crowned Sp.
Harris' Sparrow

Slate-colored Junco

21

[ Y

37

26

44

60

19

68

100

-
A PO B ON

400

26

]

Lapland Longspur
Snow Bunting
Bobolink

Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark

57

Western Meadowlark
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird

47
45

29
13

Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oricle
Pine Grosbeak

Purple Finch
House Finch

11

25

14

58

[

]
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Worm-eating Warbler 4 ! 4
Ovenbird 30 2 1 141 25 111 92 14 456
Northern Waterthrush i 150 13 8 72 1 252
Louisiana Waterthrush 3 2
Connecticut Warbler 7 3 2 10
Mourning Warbler 51 2 3 66 3 15 71 14 259
Common Yellowthroat 19 12 31 374 23 104 55 15 748
Hooded Warbler 56 1 36
Wilson's Warbler I 62 163 6 44 43 14 431
Canada Warbler 3 1 160 3 14 127 14 358
Yellow-breasted Chat 16 2 17
Scarlet Tanager 10 4 1 5 20
Northern Cardinal 10 77 11 4 14 148
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 28 3 76 17 6 71 10 247
Indigo Bunting 1 27 33 5 I 10 90
Dicksissel 1 1 1
Eastern Towhee 72 2 1 6 78
American Tree Sparrow 388 4 129 5 13 27 14 966
Chipping Sparrow 18 51 292 45 2] 1114 13F 13560
Clay-colored Sparrow 22 2 25
Field Sparrow 17 134 14 6 9 183
Vesper Sparrow 6 3 3 H
Lark Bunting 1 1 1
Savannah Sparrow 7 13 49 215 9 314
Grasshopper Sparrow 12 1 12
LeConte's Sparrow 1 1 2 2
Fox Sparrow 1 12 48 2 1 8 71
Song Sparrow 74 424 5 499 70 15y 126 191 1635
Lincoln's Sparrow 31 20 12 77 10 25 45 13 267
Swamp Sparrow 2 50 11 229 18 20 62 i5 450
White-throated Sparrow 201 162 31 1443 162 172 98 18 2558
White-crowned Sparrow 51 8 263 41 9 15 14 436
Gambel's White-Crowned Sp. 8 ! 8
Harris' Sparrow 1 1 1
Slate-colored Junco 14 178 1 10578 107 22§ 389 19§ 2432
Lapland Longspur 2 3 2 5
Snow Bunting 26 152 5 257
Bobholink 6 1 2 5 24
Red-winged Blackbird 42 321 52 38 21 11 541
Eastern Meadowlark 2 2 6
Western Meadowlark 4 1 4
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 1 1
Rusty Blackbird 7 2 25 3 34
Common Grackle 94 335 56 53 39 9 664
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 4568 203 20 26 11 795
Orchard Oriole 3 I 3
Baltimore Oriole 4 86 17 18 5 12 183
Pine Grosbeak 2 12
Purple Finch 15 6 11 82 52 11 253
House Finch 45 34 18 2 11 149
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Common Redpoll 15 297 i
Hoary Redpoll 4 4
Pine Siskin 2
American Goldfinch 48 39 72 8 27 3 20 3 2
Evening Grosbeak 1 i 12
House Sparrow I 6 14 {
Total Birds 1964 15§ 540§ 265} 267] 3215% 824 125 22% 2139F 1397F 432§ 447F 1214
No. Species 85 T 66 39 9fF 100 79 36 11 89 62 9 53 21
w:‘f}//xﬂf:f .‘;_w v '
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Common Redpoli 59 84 2 6 458
Hoary Redpoll 1 3
Pine Siskin 14 2 i 251 5 270
American Goldfinch 66 747 3 310 44 10 25 16} 1427
Evening Grosbeak 3 ! 26 193 7 237
House Sparrow 6 16 1 7 45
Total Birds 119y 1239 3991 2089F 429 9951 19088 2518 2419} 7602 33355
No. Species 18 53 109 14 50 22 144 96 107§ 106 205

R.R.1, Acton, Ontario, L.7J 217

Box 2, Dethi, Ontario, N4B 2W8§
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BANDING IN ONTARIO: 1997

W.D. Mcliveen' and E.A. Machell’

Banding Totals for 1997

Bast

Cheskey

Dewey

Hubert

Lamble

Ludkin

Martin

Mcllveen

Miles

Simser

Wyatt

Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe
Red-necked Grebe

Green Heron
Canada Goose

186

72

Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
American Black Duck
Mallard

Mallard X Black Hybrid

11
869

167

384

68

38
1312

Northern Pintail
Blue-winged Teal
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup

T

104

ST

93

Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser
Osprey

Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier

Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk

Swainson's Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle
American Kestrel

Merlin

Peregrine Falcon
Virginia Rail
American Coot
Semipalmated Plover

Killdeer

Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs

Solitary Sandpiper

Spotted Sandpiper

L

Ruddy Turnstone
Sanderling
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper
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Pied-billed Grebe 2 1 2
Homed Grebe 1 1 1
Red-necked Grebe 1 1 1
Green Heron 3 2 7
Canada Goose 209 4 470
Wood Duck 44 4 310
Green-winged Teal 1 2 3
American Black Duck 1 3 50
Mallard 215 5 2409
Mallard X Black Hybrid 2 8
Northern Pintail 2 4
Blue-winged Teal 3 203
Redhead 2 3
Ring-necked Duck 308 2 310
Lesser Scaup 8 1 8
Bufflehead 15 1 15
Hooded Merganser 1 2 2
Osprey 1 2
Bald Eagle 14 2 15
_Morthern Harrier 144 22 2 166
Sharp-shinned Hawk 5 1381 1310 47 2 376 9 3140
Cooper's Hawk 124 65 1 4 191
Northern Goshawk 1 30 8 8 4 47
Red-shouldered Hawk 2 1 2 3
Broad-winged Hawk 2 5 3 8
Swainson's Hawk 1 1 1
Red-tailed Hawk 61 253 211 4 533
Rough-legged Hawk 4 1 2 5
Golden Eagle 1 1 1
American Kestrel 55 843 67 S 971
Merlin 46 23 2 3 71
Peregrine Falcon 1 4 2 3 7
Virginia Rail 1 2 2
American Coot 1 1 1
Semipalmated Plover 7 1 7
Killdeer 41 3 3 45
Greater Yellowlegs 5 1 5
Lesser Yellowlegs 23 1 23
Solitary Sandpiper 1 1 1 3 3
Spotted Sandpiper 4 3 3 10
Ruddy Turnstone 1 1 1
Sanderling 5 1 5
Semipalmated Sandpiper 2 18 2 20
Least Sandpiper 34 5 2 39
Pectoral Sandpiper 3 1 3
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Banding Totals for 1997

Bast

Cheskey

Dewey

Hubert

Lamble

Ludkin

Martin

Mecllveen

Miles

Simser
Wyatt

Short-billed Dowitcher
Common Snipe
American Woodcock
Bonapart's Gull
Mourning Dove

44

W

51

Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Snowy Owl

(PS

Great Gray Owl
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Ow}
Northern Saw-whet Owl
Common Nighthawk

Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker

15

Hairy Woodpecker
Black-backed Woodpecker
Yellow-shafted Flicker
Yellow x Red Shafted Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker

e i1

3%

Olive-sided Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Acadian Flycatcher
Alder Flycatcher

*Traill's" Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe
Great-crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird

i2
45

12

17
16

[~

27

L

Horned Lark

Tree Swallow

N. Rough-winged Swallow
Clff Swallow

Barn Swallow

241

1185

343

1781 1184

Gray Jay

Blue Jay

American Crow
Black-capped Chickadee
Boreal Chickadee

27

41

54

26

49

39

37

94

23 37

Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren

™~

Lod

66
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Short-billed Dowitcher 1 I i
Common Snipe 1 i i
American Woodcock 2 2 6 11
Bonapart's Gull 1 1 i
Mourning Dove 8 2 6 2 11 175
Black-billed Cuckoo 7 9 1 3 19
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 4 1 4
Eastern Screech-Owl 2 { 6 11
Great Horned Owl 4 2 2 4 I
Snowy Owi 9 1 9
Great Gray Owl 6 1 6
Long-eared Owl 1 i 4 4
Short-eared Owl 1 I
Northern Saw-whet Owl 50 40 392 7 504
Common Nighthawk 1 i 1
Belted Kingfisher 2 ] 4 13
Red-headed Woodpecker 8 1 8
Red-bellied Woodpecker 2 5
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 46 10 5 61
Downy Woodpecker 6 29 2 15 14 114
Hairy Woodpecker 1 1 8 18
Black-backed Woodpecker 1 1 1
Yellow-shafted Flicker 14 I 9 10 9 ! 167
Yellow x Red Shafted Flicker 1 1 1
Pileated Woodpecker 2 1 2
Olive-sided Flycatcher 2 1 2 3
Eastern Wood-Pewee 90 4 1 8 113
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 6 126 S 2 49 10 212
Acadian Flycatcher 1 1 1
Alder Flycatcher 111 1 111
"Traill's” Flycatcher 211 5 9 47 8 309
Least Flycatcher 16 532 44 18 19 13 749
Eastern Phoebe 41 4 9 10 77
Great-crested Flycatcher 19 8 3 31
Eastern Kingbird 26 2 5 33
Horned Lark 98 1 2 99
Tree Swallow 827 321 9 4386
N. Rough-winged Swallow 6 2 2 8
Cliff Swallow 5 2 2 7
Barn Swallow 10 22 7 106
Gray Jay 3 I 2 4
Blue Jay 6 396 49 26 42 15 867
American Crow 1 1 1 4 21
Black-capped Chickadee 77 45 7 43 301 16 1050
Boreal Chickadee 12 1 12
Tufted Titmouse 2 3 4
Red-breasted Nuthatch 20 109 1 6 32 12 185
White-breasted Nuthatch 6 2 5 13 56
Brown Creeper 511 65 46 41 9 738
Carolina Wren 9 1 9
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House Wren 12 22 41 1 12 30 69
Winter Wren 1 53

Marsh Wren 1 10

Golden-crowned Kinglet 3 27 139 1
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 23 4 2 37 2 190 12
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 13

Eastern Bluebird 2 164 23 4 105 3 41
Veery 21 2 6 16 2 52 2
Gray-cheeked Thrush 2 1 7 9

Swainson's Thrush 28 1 1 23 4 101 2

Hermit Thrush 8 1 9 59 3 86 15

Wood Thrush 13 24 22

American Robin 33 2 5 19 29 3 153 15 12
Gray Catbird 33 2 12 76 12 44 3
Northern Mockingbird

Brown Thrasher 1 3 2 3 1
American Pipit

Bohemian Waxwing

Cedar Waxwing 4 9 8 9 1
Northern Shrike

European Starling 9 1 1 34 1
White-eyed Vireo 1

Blue-headed Vireo 1 1 1 3 4

Yellow-throated Vireo 4 1

Warbling Vireo 14 1 5 2 2

Philadelphia Vireo 2 1 6 7

Red-eyed Vireo 7 2 3 5 25 1 8 2
Blue-winged Warbler 1 2

Golden-winged Warbler 1 2 1 1

Brewster's Warbler

Lawrence's Warbler i

Tennessee Warbler 10 16 1 12

Orange-crowned Warbler 1 2 3 1 7

Nashville Warbler 20 8 3 9 50 i 30 11 i
Northern Parula 1 2

Yellow Warbler 30 2 11 111 9 27 1 4
Chestnut-sided Warbler 28 1 2 15 i6 4 9

Magnolia Warbler 70 6 7 31 66 5 113 6

Cape May Warbler 4 1

Black-thr't Blue Warbler 11 3 3 2 6 3 21 8

Myrtle Warbler 30 75 i 3 87 3 g1 3 30
Black-thr'd Green Warbler 3 1 11 9 2
Blackburnian Warbler i 3 3 1 4

Pine Warbler 1 2

Prairie Warbler

Palm Warbler 1 50 7 1 20 1 1
Palm Warbler, Yellow 1

Bay-breasted Warbler 3 9 2

Blackpoll Warbler 3 10 7

Black-and-White Warbler 17 6 2 7 5 10 16 1 1

41
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Banding Totals for 1997 & E £ £ & & z £ 2 &
House Wren 15 229 15 33 1 12 480
Winter Wren i 1 17 33 5 8 222
Marsh Wren 69 3 80
Golden-crowned Kinglet 5 776 86 82 34 10 1159
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 12 840 273 95 80 i3 13578
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 1 2 2 4 18
Eastern Bluebird 4 9 34 1 i1 390
Veery 94 1 115 i3 8§ 5 13 337
Gray-cheeked Thrush 201 6 2 15 8 243
Swainson's Thrush i3 486 52 24 127 12 862
Hermit Thrush 10 it 517 93 206 17 13 1035
Wood Thrush 3 46 14 4 7 129
Armerican Robin 31 39 214 33 59 10 i5 657
Gray Catbird 9 533 57 16 2 i3 802
Northern Mockingbird 2 1 2 3
Brown Thrasher 1 53 3 7 1 10 75
American Pipit 1 ! 2 2
Bohemian Waxwing 7 6 2 13
Cedar Waxwing 36 82 69 14 8 71 11 311
Northern Shrike 3 | 2 4
European Starling 17 39 5 8 107
White-eyed Vireo 3 1 3 5
Blue-headed Vireo 44 7 4 1 9 76
Yellow-throated Vireo 1 1 4 7
Warbling Vireo 5 65 3 4 9 101
Philadelphia Vireo 7 2 37 9 6 9 77
Red-eyed Vireo 37 8 151 14 4 40 14 307
Blue-winged Warbler 14 2 4 19
Golden-winged Warbler 1 8 2 3 1 9 20
Brewster's Warbler 1 | ]
Lawrence's Warbler 1 1
Tennessee Warbler 13 2 47 S 2 31 10 139
Orange-crowned Warbler 3 24 i 2 8 10 52
Nashville Warbler 59 3 181 93 34 93 15 596
Northern Parula 8 1 2 5 6 19
Yellow Warbler 29 674 103 9 8 13 1018
Chestnut-sided Warbler 122 4 118 40 S 21 13 385
Magnolia Warbier 10 15 663 195 30 110 14 1327
Cape May Warbler 1 1 24 4 2 43 8 80
Black-thr't Blue Warbler 1 8 163 31 18 19 14 297
Myrtle Warbler 163 1737 78 182 310 14 2783
Black-thr'd Green Warbler 2 64 21 4 69 10 186
Blackburnian Warbler 2 I 52 11 1 16 i1 95
Pine Warbler 1 4 i 5 9
Prairie Warbler 3 1 3
Palm Warbler 4 175 6 25 271 12 562
Palm Warbler, Yellow 1 1
Bay-breasted Warbler ! 1 28 12 12 8 68
Blackpoll Warbler 2 147 6 25 7 200
Black-and-White Warbler { 3 220 25 14 65 15 393
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American Redstart 34 4 i 12 23 4 29 1
Prothonotary Warbler

Ovenbird 33 i 7 3 26 2 106 1
Northern Waterthrush 12 1 1 8 2 7

Louisiana Waterthrush

Connecticut Warbler

Mourning Warbler 4 2 i 8 2 16

Common Yellowthroat 36 34 53 80

Hooded Warbler 1

Wilson's Warbler 19 1 16 10 1 25

Canada Warbler 29 1 6 13 1 17

Yellow-breasted Chat

Summer Tanager

Scarlet Tanager 1

Northern Cardinal 5 1 1 6 12 5 12 3 5
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 9 1 4 12 59 2 7

Indigo Bunting 6 1 9 1 4 2
Dickeissel

Eastern Towhee 2 1

American Tree Sparrow 188 83 8 43 9 89 47
Chipping Sparrow 4 3 2 31 17 7 1
Clay-colored Sparrow

Field Sparrow 1 4 1 5

Vesper Sparrow 1

Savannah Sparrow 14 5 4 2 5
Grasshopper Sparrow

LeConte's Sparrow

Sharp-tailed Sparrow

Fox Sparrow 13 3 1 15

Song Spartow 55 5 1 54 151 3 128 S 2
Lincoln's Sparrow 16 3 7 19 36 2

Swamp Sparrow 4 7 10 17 67 3
White-throated Sparrow 74 4 1 58 122 1t 172 37
White-crowned Sparrow 90 3 24 7 23

White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel's) 2

Harris' Sparrow

Slate-colored Junco 49 14 57 259 66 172 i 65
Lapland Longspur

Snow Bunting

Bobolink i

Red-winged Blackbird 18 i 29 29 18

Eastern Meadowlark 1

Rusty Blackbird 1 1 2

Brewer's Blackbird 1

Common Grackle 88 52 9 3
Brown-headed Cowbird 29 46 1 1 114 1

Orchard Oriole

Baltimore Oriole 16 7 22 5 23 1

Pine Grosbeak

Purple Finch 3 273 6 7
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American Redstart 21 5 286 62 2 159 653
Prothonotary Warbler 1 1
Cvenbird 23 8 163 28 17 47 465
Northern Waterthrush 6 277 15 10 83 422
Louisiana Waterthrush 5 S
Connecticut Warbler 6 i 1 8
Mourning Warbler 59 1 53 12 2 44 208
Common Yellowthroat 8 15 321 80 28 29 690
Hooded Warbler 42 43
Wilson's Warbler 4 i 183 32 7 20 1 19
Canada Warbler 10 i6 91 21 i1 70 1 286
Yellow-breasted Chat 3 4
Summer Tanager 2 2
Scarlet Tanager 9 3 13
Northern Cardinal 16 63 1 14 1 147
Rose-breasted Grosheak 18 is 88 26 I 1 243
Indigo Bunting 4 15 50 5 i 5 103
Dickeissel I I 1
Eastern Towhee 1 26 3 5 33
American Tree Sparrow 16 779 143 3 12 146 13 1566
Chipping Sparrow 41 11 189 04 32 301 13 833
Clay-colored Sparrow 2 9 2 I
Field Sparrow 21 69 10 6 1 9 118
Vesper Sparrow 1 1 3 3
Savannah Sparrow 11 39 2 126 9 208
Grasshopper Sparrow 2 1 2
LeConte's Sparrow 3 1
Sharp-tailed Sparrow i i 2
Fox Sparrow 16 32 3 3 3 9 89
Song Sparrow 160 306 286 64 44 78 15 1342
Lincoln's Sparrow 46 18 116 44 12 57 12 376
Swamp Sparrow 5 46 396 44 25 48 12 672
White-throated Sparrow 205 212 1530 195 399 93 IN] 3117
White-crowned Sparrow 81 214 61 5 h) 3! 520
White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel's) 1 50 3 3
Harris' Sparrow 12 1 12
Slate-colored Junco 24 409 1032 91 158 1493 15 3893
Lapland Longspur 37 i 2 38
Snow Bunting 5 91 3 8 99
Bobolink 1 i
Red-winged Blackbird 6 101 468 51 52 7 12 784
Eastern Meadowlark 2 3 7
Rusty Blackbird 1 17 5 22
Brewer's Blackbird 1 i
Common Grackle 2 35 294 47 103 10 10 643
Brown-headed Cowbird 21 346 263 14 7 11 843
Orchard Oriole 5 ! 2 6
Baltimore Oriole 29 110 15 2 5 I 235
Pine Grosbeak ! i 2 2
Purple Finch 30 8 35 8 66 17 i1 454
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House Finch 10 10 4 8 4
White-winged Crossbill
Common Redpoll 55 37
Hoary Redpoll 2
Pine Siskin 15
American Goldfinch 117 47 72 29 86 11 28 2 2
Evening Grosbeak i i
House Sparrow 1 4 7 4 2
Total Birds 2914 498 562 3521 40691 1743 142 11} 3329 4741 1544
No. Species 95 54 43 10 93 90 44 9 97 49 34

s

Ground nest of Whip-poor-will

L
G oy
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House Finch 7 37 13 0 9 103
White-winged Crosshill 2 i 2
Common Redpoll 6 6 13 72 6 189
Hoary Redpoll 1 2 3
Pine Siskin 61 1 63 7 5 147
American Goldfinch 32 224 403 86 48 11 15 1198
Evening Grosbeak i 2 32 5 37
House Sparrow 10 29 7 57
Total Birds 1481 4564 2832 1947 19789 2963 2950 5979 58143
No. Species 52 131 15 19 141 95 103 111 207
1. R.R.1, Acton, Ontario, L7J 217
2. Box 2, Delhi, Ontario, N4B 2W8§

CAUTION WHEN AGING BY TAIL SHAPE

Eric Machell'

Whilst banding at Prince Edward Point on May 28 1997, I captured a male Common Yellowthroat which at some

time previous to that date had lost all six of its left retrices. The re

were quite truncated as opposed to the pointed right
halves of the tail, ones attention was drawn to the re

A point I would make, which may be a case of personal preference, is that [
retrices when one’s hand is turned over, and the underside of the bird'

" Box 2, Delhi, Ontario, N4B 2W§

placement feathers were two thirds grown, and

retrices. In this case, because of the different lengths of the two
lative difference in shape.

find it easier to see the shape of the

s tail is viewed.
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Table 1 Banding totals and corresponding recoveries for Mallards and American Black Ducks banded at

Mountsberg in the period 1976 to 1997.

Year Number Banded Number Recovered Percent Recovered
Banded | Black {Mallard | Hybrid Black | Mallard | Hybnd Black | Mallard | Hybrid
1976 435 2028 29 61 295 3 14.0% 14.5% 10.3%
1977 596 1111 24 68 140 2 11.4% 12.6% 3%
1978 501 1872 26 42 201 2 §.4% 10.7% 7.7%
1979 372 1219 2 24 38 2 6.5% 7.2%{ 100.0%
1980 318 607 5 50 77 15.7% 12.7% 0.0%
1981 56 122 2 10 il 17.9% 9.0% 0.0%
1982 35 113 1 & 19 14.5% 16.8% 0.0%
1983 55 112 4 20 7.3% 17.9%
1984 14 126 1 15 7.1% 11.9%
1985 i6 61 2 i 9 6.3% 14.8% 0.0%
1986 2 34 5 14.7%
1987 49 124 10 14 20.4% 11.3%
1988 1 i 100.0%
1989 1 17 1 5.9%
1990
1991 175 2 23 28.6% 13.1%
1992 7 1 20.0% 5.9%
1993 118 12 10.2%
1994 47 14.9%
1995 14 342 2 2 28 14.3% 8.2% 0.0%
1996 112 5 4.5%
1997 1 215 Not Available Not Available
Totals 2499 | 8573 93 284 | 972 | o[ 114%| 113%] 9%
Table 2. Present Condition Codes reported for recovered Mallard and American Black Ducks banded at
Mountsberg 1976 through 1997.
Mallard Hybrid Black Duck
Cade [Condition Band Status | Number Percent | Number Percent | Number Percent
0 |Unknown Unknown 1 0.1% 0.0% 15 5.3%
2 {Unknown Removed 35 3.6% 2 22.2% 0.0%
3 |Dead Unknown 443 45.7% 2 22.2% 133 47.2%
4 {Dead Left on bird 17 1.8% 0.0% 1 0.4%
5 |Dead Removed 429 44.2% 3 33.3% 120 42.6%
6 |Alive - released |Unknown 1 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%
7 {Alive - released |Left on bird 43 4.4% 2 22.2% 13 4.6%
g lAlive - released |Removed 1 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%
Total 970 100.0% 9 100.0% 282 100.0%
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Table 3. How Recovered Codes reported for recovered Mallard and American Black Ducks banded at
Mountsberg 1976 through 1997.
Mallard Hybrid Black
Code  |Description Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent
Y Found dead 13 1.3% 6 2.1%
1 Shot 500 88.5% 7 77.8% 256 90.8%
3 Caught due to injury 1 0.1% 0.0%
4 Caught mn trap 55 5.4% 2 0.7%
9 Killed by hawk or owl 1 0.4%
10 iBanding mortality 1 0.4%
11 {Caught by dog 1 0.1%
21 {Found dead in building I 0.4%
39 {Found dead, struck by aircraft 1 0.1%
42 |Caught, struck by farm machinery 1 0.1%
45 [Found dead on highway 2 0.2%
54 | Struck hydro wire 1 0.1%
89  IPreviously banded in different block 40 3.9% 2 22.2% 13 4.6%
98  {Band only obtained 0.0% 0.0% 2 0.7%
99 | Previously banded in same block 2 0.2%
Total 1017 | 100.0% 91 100.0% 282 1 100.0%
Table 4. Who Reported Codes reported for recovered Mallard and American Black Ducks banded at
Mountsberg 1976 through 1997.
Mallard Hybrid Black
Code |Description Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent
20 |Miscellaneous 17 1.8% 3 1.1%
21  IFinder 739 76.2% 6 66.7% 222 78.7%
22 |State/Provincial/Federal 120 12.4% i 11.1% 27 9.6%
23 |Bander 16 1.7% 1 11.1% 2 0.7%
24 |US Parts Collection 8 0.8% 0.4%
25  |US Hunter Questionaire 25 2.6% 8 2.8%
26 |Canadian Parts Collection 32 3.3% 13 4.6%
27  {Canadian Hunter Questionaire 13 1.3% 1 11.1% 6 2.1%
Total 970 100.0% 9 100.0% 282 100.0%
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Table 5.

Locations of recovery by state and province of Mallard ducks banded at Mountsberg 1976

through 1997.

Male Female

Code | State/Province U AHY | HY U AHY | HY Total
___ 1181 Connecticut 2 2
121§ Delaware i 1 2 4
125 | Florida 1 1
127 | Georgia 2 11 2 1 3 1 20
146 | Maryland 6 1 3 il
159 | New Jersey 4 4
161 | New York 2 9 1 4 16
163 | North Carolina 10 24 2 6 1 43
172 | Pennsylvania 2 2 8 1 2 1 i6
180 | South Carolina 10 23 i 4 i 7 1 47
188 | Virginia 8 12 3 1 7 31
190 | West Virginia 3 1 1 5
202 | Alabama 7 19 2 1 10 39
2071 Arkansas 5 21 1 2 29
234 1 llinois 3 9 1 2 15
235 Indiana 2 10 1 13
236 lowa 1 3 9
239 | Kentucky 11 1 2 14
242 | Louisiana 2 2 7 3 1 15
249 | Michigan 1 2 33 1 4 3 11 55
250 | Minnesota 1 1 12 1 4 19
251 | Mississippi 4 23 2 1 3 33
252 | Missouri 1 4 1 6
266 | Ohio 4 26 1 1 1 5 38
282 | Tennessee 2 4 36 5 2 9 58
291 { Wisconsin 2 16 6 24
354 | Nebraska 2 2
364 | North Dakota 1 1 4 1 1 8
367 Oklahoma 2 2
381 | South Dakota 1 2 3
406 | Arizona 1 1
489 | Washington 1 1
604 | Alberta 1 2 3
645 | Manitoba 1 7 1 9
657 | Newfoundland 1 1
668 | Ontario 28 208 3 24 15 85 15 378
676 | Quebec 4 4
679 | Saskatchewan 1 8 G
Total 11 105 573 12 50 37 178 22 988
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Table 6. Locations of recovery by state and province of American Black Ducks banded at Mountsberg
through 1997.

Male Female
Code | State/Province U AHY | HY L |9 AHY | HY L Total
121 | Delaware 1 1 2
125 | Florida 1 I 2
127 1Georgia 3 1 1 S
146 | Marvland 1 3 1 1 2 8
159 §New Jersey 1 1
161 INew York 1 1 3
163 | North Carolina 4 2 1 ] 3 11
172 |Pennsylvania 2 2
180 | South Carolina 1 7 2 10
188 | Virginia 3 4 2 2 11
190 | West Virginia 2 2
202 1 Alabama 2 6 1 1 10
207 | Arkansas 1 3 4
234 | Hlinois I 2 3
235 |Indiana i 1 2
239 {Kentucky 6 3 2 I 12
249 | Michigan 1 1 2
251 | Mississippi 3 3
266 | Ohio 5 9 2 16
282 | Tennessee 1 4 13 4 4 26
291 | Wisconsin 3 3
668 | Ontario 4 22 71 18 2 19 1 136
676 | Quebec 1 1
679 | Saskatchewan 3 3
Total 7 62 139 I 34 6 30 1 279
Table 7. Locations of recovery by state and province of Mallard x American Black Duck Hybrids
banded at Mountsberg 1976 through 1997.
Male Female
Code | State/Province U AHY | HY L U AHY HY L Total
146 | Maryland 1 1
188 | Virginia 1 1 2
235 {Indiana 1
668 | Ontario 1 4 5
Total 0 2 6 0 1 0 0 0 9
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Figure 3.

Mountsberg. 1976 through 1997.
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Age frequency at time of recovery for Mallard Ducks banded at Mountsberg, 1976 through 1997.
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PEREGRINE FALCONS IN LONDON, ONTARIO

Russ Chantler

Peregrine Falcons have become fairly well know for
their habit of mistaking high-rise buildings in
downtown areas for their natural cliff-face nesting
habitat.

In November 1994, a young female Peregrine Falcon
began to frequent the Canada Trust towers in
downtown London. From a colour band, it was
determined that she had been hacked from Greece,
New York in January of that year. She spent the
winter in the neighbourhood and, in the spring, she
went off for a few weeks and came back with an adult
male. The pair exhibited territorial and then mating
behaviour, Unfortunately, probably because of the
young age of the female, no eggs were produced.

Throughout all this activity, Russ Chantler, a member
of the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station (HCRBS)
who works in the buildings, had been seeking
permission to place nesting structures on the
buildings. Eventually, permission was received, and
in November 1995, with a grant from Canada Trust
Friends of the Environment Foundation, and with
materials from the Great Lakes Clean Up Fund, a nest
box was placed on the 24th storey roof of the North
Tower and a nesting tray was placed on a 25th floor
ledge near the top of the South Tower.

In March 1996, the male returned, and after some
sorting out between two females, eventually mated
again, but with a new young female. After intense
observation throughout the summer, these birds were
finally identified by colour bands. The female was
hacked in June 1995 at Temagami, Ontario, and the
male was hacked in June 1992 at Maple, Ontario.

The pair selected the nest tray on the 25th floor ledge
of the South Tower to raise their family. In early
June, three young appeared in the nest, and they were
monitored closely by Shay Redmond, and by banders
Don and Sheila Fowler through the summer. The nest
was in a location, accessible only via a window
washing platform, and so the HCRBS once again
sought and received a grant from Canada Trust
Friends of the Environment Foundation to hire the
platform and its pilots.

On July 3, Don Fowler of the HCRBS and Hal
Schraeder of the Ministry of Natural Resources
(MNR) rode the window washing platform up to the
25th floor. The three young were captured, bagged,
and pulled up to the roof of the building. With the

young gone, the mother returned to sit on the nest tray
only 4 feet from Don and Hal. A lot of film was shot
off pretty quickly. The young were taken inside to be
banded in air conditioned comfort by Sheila Fowler
and Russ Chantler of HCRBS, and Pud Hunter of
MNR. After getting both aluminium bands and colour
bands, the young were lowered to Don and Hal and
replaced in the nest tray at their mother's feet.

The young fledged a few days apart starting on July
21. Two of them ended up on busy downtown streets
and were rescued by London's Mcllwraith Field
Naturalist Club members and returned to the roof. All
went well until August 6, when one of the youngsters
was killed when it hit a window. This bird has been
mounted by MNR and will help to educate people
about the species.

The Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station got the ball
rolling, but a lot of individuals, groups and
organizations contributed to this family’s success,
and through the media coverage London really
adopted this endangered family. Money is beginning
to become available now to place a surveillance
camera near the nest tray for the 1997 season. All
hope that the success of 1996 can be repeated, and
that in 1997 more young Peregrines will grace the
skies over downtown London.

Ontaric Bird Banding Vol. 29,30 (1999)

61




PRINCE EDWARD POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: REPORT FOR 1995,

1996 & 1997
Eric A. Machell

ABSTRACT

The bird observatory at Prince Edward Point was in
operation during the 1995, 1996, and 1997 spring
migrations, the purpose being to monitor the
migration of birds through this specific area.
Monitoring followed the guidelines written in the
protocol statement for Migration Monitoring at
Prince Edward Point by Machell [1], in conjunction
with:

- A manual for Monitoring Bird Migration by
McCracken et al (1993) [2]

- Recommended Methods for Monitoring Bird
Migration by Hagan et al (1994) [3].

Banding was carried out for six hours each day,
except in adverse weather conditions. The main
capture method was mist netting but ground traps
were also used. A census was done daily, and daily
estimated totals were derived from capture numbers,
census data, and general observations throughout
each day. The intention is to continue to operate the
observatory in future years following the same
guidelines.

All birds captured were banded using CWS bands,
age/sex data were recorded, and in addition wing
length, weight and fat status were noted for each bird.

GENERAL REPORT
1995

The opening day for this year was April 22. It was a
day when we determined the positioning of our net
lanes, defined the census route, and actually caught
eight birds during the one hour that two nets were
open. Included in the eight was the one and only
American Kestrel caught in the three years covered
by this report.

April at the Point was cold, with winds generally
from the west and north. The exception being April
27, when after heavy overnight rain, and thick fog
just prior to dawn, there was light east wind all day.
This coincided with our first significant "fall" of
migrants: 100 Ruby-crowned Kinglets, 75 White-
throated Sparrows, 30 Yellow-shafted Flickers, in

addition to small increases in several other species,
and the first Eastern Towhee, Brown Thrasher, and
Blue-headed Vireos of the season.

It remained cool (cold is a better term) during early
May, although the first few days brought fair numbers
of a few species: 100 American Goldfinch on May 2,
100 Ruby-crowned Kinglets on May 3 and 4, and 80
Myrtle Warblers on May 4. The latter was the biggest
banding day with a total of 132, including 53 Ruby-
crowned Kinglets and 41 Myrtle Warblers. The next
few days were much quieter, and despite heavy rain
overnight on May 10 there were relatively few birds
in the area; certainly we did not experience the rush
of migrants that occurred at both Long Point and
Point Pelee on Lake Erie that day. It rained steadily
with accompanying south east winds for most of the
day on the 11th, but several firsts for the year were
observed. These were Chimney Swift, Great Crested
Flycatcher, Gray Catbird, Warbling Vireo, Chestnut-
sided Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Black-
throated Blue Warbler, and Baltimore Oriole.

May 12 through 15 were the best birding days with
several new species for the year. On the 14th winds
were SSE, and two fronts came through, each with
heavy rain and associated thunder; the first at noon,
and the second at 19.00. The weather did clear briefly
in the late afternoon, and a half hour spent at the
Cedar Woods at that time was very rewarding. There
were many species of warblers seen including
Yellow, Black and White, Blackburnian, Myrtle,
Northern Parula, and American Redstart. Also
present were Scarlet Tanager, Baltimore Oriole and
Indigo Bunting. Together they formed a kaleidoscope
of color. Many of these birds were still present on the
morning of May 16 which was an excellent day for
warblers with 16 species banded. But the highlight of
this day was a female Lark Bunting, which was first
observed at noon, and trapped and banded two hours
later. This bird was to stay around until we closed the
station on May 28, and was seen by a large number of
visitors.

Temperatures remained low - the first warm day was
May 21 - and winds northerly. My comment in the
log on May 20 was "at dawn the flag flies in its usual
direction pointing SE." This was obviously a factor in
there being no further major peaks in the number of
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birds observed after May 15, although a fair number
of thrushes and warblers were present throughout the
month. The low number of flycatchers seen and
captured was perhaps in part due to our earlier than
planned closing date. Originally the intent had been
to run the station until June 3, however, due to
personal reasons, it was closed on May 28.

In summary, the station was in operation
continuously for 37 days. 21 people, including
myself, participated in the program for a total of 96
people days, there were only five days when [ was the
lone observer. During this time, 140 species plus |
hybrid were observed within the census area. Netting
was carried out daily for a minimum of six hours,
with the exception of opening and closing day and on
five other occasions when inclement weather
curtailed the operation. In total, 1716 birds of 89
species and one hybrid were banded. The top ten
species banded were Ruby-crowned Kinglet (259);
Myrtle Warbler (189); American Goldfinch (112);
Brown-headed Cowbird (93); White-throated
Sparrow {76); White-crowned Sparrow (66);
Magnolia Warbler (61); Blue Jay (54); Yellow
Warbler (48); Gray Catbird (40).
Sighting Highlights 1995
Flicker Intergrade: One bird on May 3 (EAM,
LN)
Singles May 13, 14 (NL,
EAM)
Golden-winged Warbler:  Singles May 14, (NL,
EAM) and May 21, 23
(CJ, EAM)
Orange-crowned Warbler: One on May 15 (NL,
EAM)
Singles May 14, 15 (NL,
EAM) and May 18, 19
(CJ, EAM)
One April 22, (DH, BJJ,
EAM) and Four April 23
(DH, EAM)
One on May 15 (NL,
EAM)
Clay-colored Sparrow: ~ Two on May 13 (NL,
EAM)
One female May 15
through 28, mobs, NL,
EAM)

Blue-winged Warbler:

Northern Parula:

Pine Warbler:

Hooded Warbler:

Lark Bunting:

Observers Many observers (mobs), David
Hussell (DH), Crispin Jordan (CJ), Brian Joyce (BJJ),
Nadine Litwin (NL), Eric Machell (EAM), Laura
Nagel (LN).

Thanks te Participants

Many thanks to all the people who helped to make
this a success: to Brian Joyce, without whose
initiative it wouldn't have occurred; to David Hussell,
for his help and advice in setting up the station; and
finally, to the volunteers, who not only arose before
daybreak, but froze in the field on many days, a big
hand for ensuring the achieved results. They were:

36 Days: Eric Machell
12 Days: Crispin Jordan
9 Days: Laura Nagel
7 Days: Brian Joyce
4 Days: Mike Bibby, Mike Enright
3 Days: Marc Johnson, Nadine Litwin
2 Days: David Hussell, Janet lllingworth-
Cooper, Lorna Machell, Robert Worona
1 Day: David Bree, Tim Dyson, Mike Evans,
Claudie Joyee, Scott Lawson, Chris
Lyons, Lioyd Paul, Greg Sadowski,
Shaun Thompson
1996

In 1995, we had opened the observatory April 22,
and, based on the seasons results, arrived at the
opinion that a considerable number of early migrants
had already passed through. So, this year we planned
to start 10 days earlier on April 12. It was a cool 6
degrees C, the winds were light and southerly, the
cloud cover was five tenths and the visibility was
excellent, when Brian Joyce, Jon Hornung and myself
arrived at the banding station late in the afternoon of
that day. We elected to do the census following the
same route as last year, and were immediately
rewarded by the sighting of a Short-eared Owl in the
vicinity of the banding station.

Unfortunately the good weather of the 12th did not
continue. We experienced heavy rain, and some snow
on the 13th and 14th; and because of these conditions
and flooded net lanes, it wasn't until April 18 that a
full day of banding was possible using mist nets. A
comment in the log on April 16 reads "We have had
more rain in the last few days than experienced in the
entire spring migration last year". In fact, the 18th
was one of the few days in April on which we did not
report any precipitation. We recorded rain or snow on
25 days during the period between April 13 and May
23. This consistently wet weather pattern, and the
resultant flooded net lanes, significantly affected the
opportunity to use mist nets. This definitely had an
effect on our banding totals. However, during this
period many birds were caught in the ground traps.
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The first major migration movement occurred on
April 19, with large numbers of Yellow-shafted
Flickers (150), Slate-colored Juncos (120), and
Brown-headed Cowbirds (230). New arrivals on that
day were Horned Grebe, Merlin, Bonaparte's Gull,
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Northern Rough-winged
Swallow, CHff Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue-headed
Vireo, Western Palm Warbler, Fastern Towhee.
Swamp Sparrow, and Rusty Blackbird. A total of 107
birds of 21 species was banded that day.

The next major movement occurred on May 10 and
11, Observations were limited on the 11th due to
persistent rain for most of the day. On the 10th, high
counts included 250 White-throated Sparrows, 50
Evening Grosbeaks and 50 Myrtle Warblers. New
arrivals that day included Veery, Gray Catbird, Rose-
breasted Grosbeak and Magnolia, Chestnut-sided and
Black-throated Blue Warblers. On the 11th the first
Blackburmian Warbler and American Redstart were
recorded. Counts that day included 60 Myrtle
Warblers, 100 Bobolinks, 150 Purple Finches, and
100 American Goldfinches. These two days produced
a total of 155 birds banded. This was largely due to
the use of ground traps on the 11th. A total of 27
species was banded on the 10th and 17 on the 11th.

May 15 was another busy day with 151 birds of 38
species banded. New arrivals were Red-headed
Woodpecker, Swainson's Thrush, Tennessee Warbler.
and Lincoln's Sparrow.

The peak migration period was between May 18 and
May 21. At dawn on the 18th there was thunder in the
distance, and light rain falling at the Point. The rain
became heavy at 08.30, and at 09.00 there was an
incredible thunderstorm accompanied by torrential
rain, and winds so strong the building was shaking. I
was the only bander that day, but did band 118 birds
in 27.5 net hours. This was despite the late start, and
also having to close down for two hours at the peak
due to a backlog of birds. There was an incredible
number of birds in the area after the storm, but with
limited observers - my thanks to Bill Aitken and
Myrna Wood for their assistance - recorded estimated
totals were almost certainly on the low side. On a
single net round in the afternoon, 200 Magnolia
Warblers, 50 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and 50
Baltimore Orioles were present. On the 19th, we had
banded 146 birds by noon, at which time we closed
the station in order to participate in the annual Baillie
Birdathon. As the retrap count for the day was only
five birds, and given that observations of Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks and Baltimore Orioles were down
to four and ten respectively from their highs of the

previous day. it is certain that there had been 2 new
fall of birds overnight. Also seen on the 19th were 23
species of warblers, including 100 Myrtle and 100
Magnolia Warblers. Rarities that day were four
Northern Parula, and single Blue-winged and
"Lawrence's” Warbler.

On May 20, a seasonal high of 94 species was
recorded in the area. There was a large movement of
Blue Jays with an estimated total of 700, of which 61
were banded. An additional 61 Blue Jays were
banded the following day, and 250 were estimated to
be present. Ninety species were recorded on May 21,
however individual counts were lower than on the
previous three days. After May 21, the numbers of
species declined to approximately 50 to 60 species
per day to the end of the month.

The station was closed on May 31, and despite the
shortened day, 43 birds were banded to take the
spring total to above 2500,

In summary, the station was open continuously for a
total of 50 days. No less than 26 people participated
in the program for a total of 154 people days. In
addition, there were many visitors at the station,
including four educational tours of school groups.

In the Cedar Woods census area, 164 species, plus
two hybrids were observed. A total of 2518 birds of
91 species plus one hybrid was banded. The top ten
species banded were Blue Jay (381); Brown-headed
Cowbird (203); White-throated Sparrow (162); Ruby-
crowned Kinglet (142); Myrtle Warbler (121); Slate-
colored Junco (107); Magnolia Warbler (90); Purple
Finch (82); Song Sparrow (70); Yellow Warbler (57).
[Note: in the spring of 1995, 140 species and one
hybrid were observed, and 1716 birds of 89 species
and one hybrid were banded.

Sighting Highlights 1996

American Bittern: One April 15 (EAM)
Little Gull: Nine April 21 (RF)
Red-bellied Woodpecker: One April 19 (RF) and one
May 17 (EAM) - both
banded

Two April 19 (RF) - both
banded

One April 25 (EAM)
One May 13 (EAM)

One May 18 (EAM)

One April 12 (JPH, BJJ,
EAM) and one May 16
(R¥, EAM, mobs)

Flicker Intergrade:

Eurasian Wigeon:
Peregrine Falcon:
Iceland Gull:

Short-cared Owl:
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Black-billed Magpie: One May 06 (EAM, DS,

MW)
Yellow-throated Vireo:  One May 17 (EAM) -
banded

Blue-winged Warbler: One May 18-19 (MTJ,
EAM) - banded;

One May 20 (RF, EK):
Two May 21 (RF,
MTJEK)

One May 18-19 (MT],
EAM, mobs)

One May 18 (EAM) -
banded;

Four May 19 (MTJ, EAM)
- banded;

One May 20 (RF, EK)
Two April 20 (RF); one
May 08 (EAM, NL, DS);
one May 11 (DB, EAM)

"Lawrence's” Warbler:

MNorthern Parula:

Common Redpoll:

Many observers (mobs), David
Brewer (DB); Roger Frost (RF);
Jon Hornung (JPH); Marc Johnson
(MTJ); Brian Joyce (BI});
Elizabeth Kellogg (EK); Nadine
Litwin (NL); Eric Machell (EAM);
Laura Nagel (LN); David Shirley
(DS); Myma Wood (MW).

Observers

Thanks te Participants

Many thanks to all the people who helped to make the
1996 spring season a success: to Brian Joyce, for
continuing to take the initiative in making the
necessary arrangements with CWS, contacting the
volunteers, arranging school groups, and seeking
funding for the project; to Roger Frost and Elizabeth
Kellogg. who assumed the banding responsibilities on
days when I was away from the station; and finally to
all the volunteers, particularly those who on many
days put up with atrocious weather in order to ensure
a successful program. They were:-

40 Days: Eric Machell
14 Days: Jon Hornung
12 Days: Roger Frost
11 Days: Marc Johnson
10 Days: Dave Shirley
G Days: Brian Joyce
6 Days: Mike Enright, Cara Hunter
5 Days: Colin Jeffrey, Ron Jeffrey
4 Days: Sebastian Amodeo, Mike Bibby.,
Elizabeth Kellogg
3 Days: Nadine Litwin, Laura Nagel

2 Days: Rob Argue, Dave Brewer, Sarah
Climenhaga, Adrian Greenwood, Carl
Rothfels, Kara Spence, Damian Thomas

1 Day: Bill Aitken, Chris Drummond, Chris
Greenwood, Myrna Wood

1997

The station opened on April 13. There was a small
movement of migrants on April 16th. Recorded that
day were good numbers of Brown Creepers, Golden-
crowned Kinglets, along with the first Hermit Thrush,
Rufous-sided Towhee, Purple Finch and Field, Fox,
Swamp and White-throated Sparrows.

The next sizable movement occurred on April 22

with fair numbers of both Golden-crowned and Ruby-
crowned Kinglets, Hermit Thrushes, Slate-colored
Juncos, and Brown-headed Cowbirds. April 30
brought another fall of early migrants. Both species of
kinglets, Hermit Thrushes and White-throated
Sparrows were the predominant species. The weather
this day was warm with force 2 SW winds.

In general, the weather in April was fairly good; there
was much less rain than last year, and winds were
light on most days, thus allowing for more net hours
than were possible in 1996. This was reflected in our
banding totals for April: 954 birds banded in 1997 vs.
625 in 1996.

Unfortunately, the good weather of April did not
continue into May. May 1 brought heavy rain, and a
thunderstorm at 06.00, accompanied by winds which
increased in force to 100 km/h in the late afternoon
and early evening, after shifting to the NW. However,
the winds, although remaining north westerly, had
dropped to force 3 by 08.30 on May 2, and
surprisingly. a full day's banding was possible. There
was a good fall of White-throated Sparrows, with 38
banded. The first House Wren, Blue-headed Vireo,
Nashville Warbler and Black and White Warbler of
the year were also banded that day.

The next fall of any significance did not occur until
May 12, although heavy rain curtailed activities until
13.00, when we set eleven nets, and banded for five
hours, during which time we banded 120 birds of 29
species, followed by 160 birds of 31 species on May
13, and 128 birds of 32 species on May 14. New
arrivals on these dates were: May 12 - Ruby-throated
Hummingbird, Great-crested Flycatcher, Wood
Thrush, Yellow Warbler and Baltimore Oriole; May
13 - Warbling Vireo, Magnolia Warbler, and
American Redstart; May 14 - Cape May Warbler.
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However, the majority of the birds were "late” early
migrants, with large numbers of Ruby-crowned
Kinglets, Myrtle Warblers, Chipping Sparrows and
White-throated Sparrows,

For the next several days, winds were generally
westerly or north-westerly, temperatures remained
cool, and the numbers of birds recorded were low.,
The wind became southerly May 23, at noon, and on
May 24 there was an incredible movement of song
birds throughout the area. We banded 313 birds of 47
species, including 19 species of warblers. It was very
miich a “heads down” netting and banding day.
Magnolia Warblers headed the list with 74 banded,
and an estimated total of 500 present. Other high
aumbers were Nashville Warbler (34 banded and 175
estimated); Wilson's Warbler (18 banded and 160
estimated); American Redstart (17 banded and 150
estimated), Yellow Warbler (16 banded and 100
estimated); and Chesinut-sided Warbler (16 banded,
100 estimated). Other notable species were Least
Flycatcher (estimate 50) and Swainson’s Thrush
{estimate 150). Allin all it was a truly amazing day.

This movement continued during the week with
reduced, but still significant, numbers of migrants,
particularly warblers. In eight days, a total of 1004
birds were banded.

The station closed on May 31 after another good day
of banding and observations. Eighteen species of
warblers were banded that day including a Blue-
winged, a Connecticut, 11 Canada, and 8 Mourning
Warblers. Also banded were 3 "late" early migrants -
Brown Creeper, White-throated Sparrow, and Hermit
Thrush. Certainly an indication of a delayed
migration season.

Table 1 shows the warbler banding total over the
three years of operation.

Table 1
mmmm
Warblers 19971 19961 1995 Total

No. of Species Banded 27 23 25 28
No. of Birds Banded 884 519| 488] 1891

Table 2 illustrates the top 10 species banded in 1997,
and Table 3 illustrates the cumulative top 10 species
totals for the years 1995-1997.

Table 2. Top 10 Species Banded in 1997

Species 1997119961995 | Total
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2721 1421 259 673
Brown-headed Cowbird | 2631 203 93| 559
White-throated Sparrow | 195] 162 76| 433

Magnolia Warbler 1941 901 61] 345
Yellow Warbler 1037 57 48] 208
Chipping Sparrow 941 45} 19 158
Hermit Thrush 931 341 331 160
Nashville Warbler 921 31 142
Slate-colored Junco 917 107 23} 221
American Goldfinch 861 44| 112] 242

Gold n-cr’wn'd Kinglet 86| 391 241 149

Table 3 Top 10 Species Totals 1995 - 1997

Species Total | 199711996 1995
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 6731 2721 1421 259
Brown-headed Cowbird | 559 263] 203] 93

Blue Jay 4841 49 381 54
White-throated Sparrow | 433] 1951 162| 76
Myrtle Warbler 388 78| 121 189
Magnolia Warbler 3451 1941 90| 61
American Goldfinch 2421 86| 44| 112
Slate-colored Junco 221 91f 107 23
Yellow Warbler 2081 1031 571 48

White-crowned Sparrow] 168{ 61 41 66

One item of note concerns the decline in numbers of
Myrtle Warblers netted over the period, in contrast to
numbers of most other species of warblers which
increased significantly. In 1995 there was a very
heavy hatch of black midges coinciding with the
arrival of Myrtle Warblers. There was not a large
hatch of midges in either 1996 or 1997.

In summary, the station opened on April 13 and
closed May 31, 1997. Nineteen people actively
participated in the operation during the season, for a
total of 132 people days. As in previous years, there
were several visitors at the station.

In the census area of the Cedar Woods 151 species
were observed; and 2,937 birds of 91 species were
banded; bringing the three year total to 7,171 birds
banded of 105 species, plus 1 hybrid. In each of the
three years of operation, 1995 through 1997, the
weather conditions and the migration patterns have
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been significantly different. Hence it is desirable that
the project continue over many years. One thing is
certain of the area: it is an important staging ground
for many migrant birds.

Sighting Highlights 1997
Red-throated Loon: One April 15 (J1, EAM),
one April 24 (EAM)
One April 17 (JJ, LS)
One May 22 (MD, EAM,
LAM, JO, LP, LS}
One May 28, (MD, EAM),
banded
One April (BJ), EK. ML)
One April 16 (1J); one May
31 (JE, EAM & RW)
Yellow-throated Vireo:  One May 30, (MD, EAM),
banded
Blue-winged Warbler:  One May 24 (BJJ, EAM,
LAM, LS), banded; one
May 28 (MD, EAM),
and one May 31, (BJJ,
EAM, WW), banded
Golden-winged Warbler: One May 24, (BJJ, EAM,
LAM, LS), banded;
one May 27 (MD, EAM,
LS), banded; one May 28
(MD, EAM)
One May 26 (MD, EAM,
LS), banded
One April 22 (EAM, LS);
one April 30 (EAM, JO),
banded
One May 31 (EAM),
banded

American Bittern:
Black Vulture:

Black-billed Cuckoo:

Black-billed Magpie:
Common Raven:

Northern Parula:

Pine Warbler:

Connecticut Warbler:

Observers Marlene Duda (MD), Joel
Ellis (JE), Jason Jones (JJ), Brian Joyce (B1)),
Elizabeth Kellogg (EK), Mark Lowe (ML), Eric
Machell (EAM), Lorna Machell (LAM), Jackie Oblak
(JO), Lloyd Paul (LP), Laura Santry (LS), Wendy
Warren (WW), Ron Weir (RW).

Thanks To Participants

Many thanks to all the people who helped to make the
1997 spring season a success: to Brian Joyce, for
continuing to take the initiative in making the
necessary arrangements with CWS, contacting the
volunteers, and seeking funding for the project; to
Jackie Oblak, Jason Jones, and Elizabeth Kellogg, for
running the station on days when I was away; and
finally, to all of the volunteers, particularly Laura

Santry and Marlene Duda for their efforts and
enthusiasm. The volunteers were:

40 Days: FEric Machell

25 Days: Laura Santry

17 Days: Marlene Duda

11 Days: Brian Joyce, Lorna Machell

6 Days: Jackie Oblak

Days: Jason Jones

Days: Wendy Warren

Days: Dave Brewer, Elizabeth Kellogg, Sean

McMinn

1 Day: Chris Drummond, Kathy Galberg, Allen
Keast, Mark Lowe, Patricia Lowe, Mal
McKenna
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