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BANDING IN ONTARIO 1995

W.D. Mc:Ilve:en1

Banding records were provided by twelve individuals and seven organized groups or their representatives
summarizing their banding totals for 1995. The data are tabulated in the table below.
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6.0 |Pied-billed Grebe
2.0 {Red-necked Grebe 1
172.0 {Canada Goose 198 90
144.0 fWood Duck 226 93
139.0 {Green-winged Teal 1 3
133.0 {American Black Duck 7 21
132.0 |Mallard 13 11042
132.6 {Mallard X Black Hybrid 7
143.0 {Northern Pintail 2
140.0 |Blue-winged Teal 372
146.0 |Redhead 4

150.0 |Ring-necked Duck
149.0 |Lesser Scaup
153.0 |Bufflehead

331.0 [Northern Harrier
332.0 |Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 2 2 9 1
333.0 {Cooper's Hawk 3

334.0 |Northern Goshawk
339.0 [Red-shouldered Hawk
343.0 |Broad-winged Hawk
337.0 {Red-tailed Hawk 7
347.0 [Rough-legged Hawk
349.0 {Golden Eagle

360.0 |American Kestrel
357.0 {Merlin

356.0 |Peregrine Falcon
212.0 |Virginia Rail 1
214.0 |Sora

274.0 {Semipalmated Plover
273.0 |Killdeer 2
255.0 |Lesser Yellowlegs
256.0 |Solitary Sandpiper
263.0 |Spotted Sandpiper
242.0 |Least Sandpiper
230.0 {Common Snipe
228.0 [American Woodcock 1
60.0 |Bonaparte's Gull
51.0 [Herring Gull
316.0 {Mourning Dove 1 57 1 1
319.0 |White-winged Dove
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Code
8 1 8 i PBGR
1 1 | RNGR
364 3 652 | CAGO
83 3 402 | WODU
1 3 51 GWTE
14 3 42 | ABDU
342 1 41 1398 | MALL
2 2 9 | MBDH
1 2 3| NOPI
5 2 377 | BWTE
1 4 | REDH
284 1 284 | RNDU
27 1 27 | LESC
26 1 26 | BUFF
5 122 2 1 12 5 142 | NOHA
1489 537 65 2 153 38 111 2299 | SSHA
2 189 74 1 1 12 8 283 | COHA
1 48 5 1 6 5 61 | NOGO
41 11 2 52 | RSHA
1 1 1 1 4 5 8 | BWHA
41 751 226 22 51 1047 | RTHA
3 3 1 3 7 | RLHA
1 1 2 2 | GOEA
58 926 68 1 1 8 71 1067 | AMKE
1 60 7 1 6 6 76 | MERL
1 10 2 11 | PEFA
1 11 VIRA
1 1 11 SORA
11 1 11 SEPL
26 3 3 31 KILL
6 1 6 | LEYE
1 1 11 SOSA
12 4 2 3 18 | SPSA
6 1 2 7| LESA
1 1 1 | COSN
1 7 1 4 5 14 | AMWO
2 1 2 | BOGU
19 1 19 | HERG
2 10 8 2 9 44 10 135 | MODO
1 1 1 | WWDO
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AQU

Species

Brander & Wilson

Dewey

Hubert

Lamble

Ludkin

Martin & Heagy

Mcliveen

Middleton

Miles

Simser

388.0
387.0
373.0
375.0
368.0

Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl

[ pr—

366.0
367.0
371.0
372.0
420.0

Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl

Boreal Owl

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Common Nighthawk

417.0
423.0
390.0
406.0
409.0

Whip-poor-will
Chimney Swift

Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker

402.0
394.0
393.0
400.0
412.0

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Black-backed Woodpecker
Yellow-shafted Flicker

Ll A IS

ot

o

4123
405.0
459.0
461.0
463.0

Yell.x Red-Shafted Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

[

465.0
466.1
466.4
466.0
467.0

Acadian Flycatcher
Alder Flycatcher
Willow Flycatcher
"Traill's" Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher

]

W

456.0
452.0
444.0
474.0
611.0

Eastern Phoebe
Great-crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Horned Lark

Purple Martin

[F57 LUN TN

120

614.0
617.0
616.0
612.0
613.0

Tree Swallow
N. Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow
CLiff Swallow
Barn Swallow

69

34

484.0
477.0
488.0
735.0
740.0

Gray Jay

Blue Jay

American Crow
Black-capped Chickadee
Boreal Chickadee

97

15

91

35

10

21

731.0
728.0
727.0
726.0
718.0

Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Carolina Wren

[y

B

w W

721.0
722.0
724.0
725.0
748.0

House Wren
Winter Wren
Sedge Wren
Marsh Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet

16

27

22
33

195
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Code
2 17 i 4 21 | BBCU
3 2 4 { YBCU
3 2 3 6 | EASO
6 1 1 4 10 | GHOW
2 1 2 | BAOW
2 1 2 | LEOW
1 1 1| SEOW
2 1 2 | Boow
22 31 263 180 6| 501 | NSWO
4 1 4 | CONI
1 1 1| WPWI
1 1 1 | CHSW
5 2 12 | BEKI
9 1 2 10 | RHWO
2 1 2 | RBWO
20 7 10 6 45 | YBSA
3 3 6 42 2 33 13 15| 284 | DOWO
1 1 184 4 8 48 | HAWO
1 1 1 | BBWO
4 97 7 58 14 81 185 YSFL
I 1 2 2 | FLIN
3 2 4| PIWO
1 2 2| OSFL
106 9 11 71 134 | EWPE
6 151 2 50 6 8| 220 YBFL
i 1 1| ACFL
100 1 100 | ALFL
1 1 1| WIFL
2 202 31 126 7 10| 355 | TRFL
37 2 401 15 48 23 12| 547 | LEFL
105 3 4 16 71 153 | EAPH
19 1 5 6 29 | GCFL
2 33 1 3 36 | EAKI
21 40 2 61 | HOLA
1] 120| PUMA
456 54 816 2 1 171 9 | 2468 | TRES
3 2 2 5 | NRWS
i 1 2 2 | BANS
15 1 3 17 | CLSW
12 42 12 31 5] 111 | BARS
3 64 2 67 | GRAJ
5 1 10 44 104 541 139 25 15| 431 | BLJA
25 1 25 | AMCR
32 33 50 172 51 1879 230 15| 2754 | BCCH
19 1 19 | BOCH
1 1 1| ETII
2 1 1 128 83 7 8| 227 | RBNU
2 2 27 1 9 56 | WBNU
i 768 29 71 51 91 959 | BRCR
11 2 2 13 | CARW
29 10 191 21 29 11| 371 | HOWR
172 5 37 57 10| 311 | WIWR
1 1 1| SEWR
18 1 18 | MAWR
1563 24| 254 213 9| 2296 | GCKI
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AQU

Species

Brander & Wilson

Dewey

Hubert

Lamble

Ludkin

Martin & Heagy

Mcllveen

Middleton

Miles

Simser

749.0
751.0
766.0
756.0
757.0

Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Eastern Bluebird
Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush

135

758.0
759.0
755.0
761.0
704.0

Swainson's Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird

AV e

703.0
705.0
697.0
618.0
619.0

Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher
American Pipit
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing

13

621.0
493.0
631.0
629.0
628.0

Northern Shrike
European Starling
White-eyed Vireo
Solitary Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo

627.0
626.0
624.0
641.0
642.0

Warbling Vireo
Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler

BN

641.2
641.3
647.0
646.0
645.0

Brewster's Warbler
Lawrence's Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler

[0

648.0
652.0
659.0
657.0
650.0

Northern Parula
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Cape May Warbler

LA DD L) e

31

14

654.0
655.0
667.0
662.0
6740

Black-thr't Blue Warbler
Myrtle Warbler
Black-thr'd Green Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Pine Warbler

AR e

673.0
672.0
660.0
661.0
636.0

Prairie Warbler

Western Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Black-and-White Warbler

B st

[y

[y

687.0
637.0
674.0
675.0
676.0

American Redstart
Prothonotary Warbler
QOvenbird

Northern Waterthrush
Louisiana Waterthrush

19

671.0
678.0
679.0
681.0
684.0

Kentucky Warbler
Connecticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler

w N
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Code
] 15 1331 | 259 | 131 280 13 | 2287 | RCKI
29 1 1 4 32 | BGGN
50 5 5 2 8 8| 328 | EABL
89 128 13 11 26 11| 281| VEER
3 122 6 71 12 10| 233| GCTH
21 427 23| 451 84 12 | 1076 | SWTH
6 4 631 33 44 | 229 12 | 1050 | HETH
50 4 9 7 86 | WOTH
2 1 54 150 35 38 10 14| 449 | AMRO
] 25 326 40 7 25 11| 536 | GrRCA
2 2 2 4 | NOMO
5 77 4 1 7 92 | BRTH
2 | 2 | wWaPI
2 1 2 | BOWA
30 62 81 1| 275 4 10| 487 | CEDW
1 1 7 3 12 | NOSH
3 2 86 1 2 8| 159 | EBUST
4 1 2 5| WEVI
1 109 4 19 7 71 142 sovi
2 1 2| YTV
79 7 7 7 98 | WAVI
10 58 3 23 6 71 104 | pHVI
37 4 | 247 7 87 45 14| 471 | REVI
18 | i 5 24 | BWWA
4 3 5 12 | Gwwa
1 1 I | BRWA
1 | 1| LAWA
30 87 3| 277 5 8 | 409 | TEWA
17 1 40 7 6 68 | OCWA
45 1 206 19| 220 46 11 ] 559 | NAWA
3 2 9 2 3 17 | NOPA
8 572 48 17 28 10] 722 | YWAR
60 165 13 53 18 11| 33| cswa
8 1 900 61 | 141 95 12| 1261 | MAWA
81 368 4 3| 453 | cMWA
289 9 25 57 9| 399 | BTBW
3 5 799 | 189 | 589 33 12| 1766 | MYWA
93 19 74 10 5| 200 | BTNW
52 11 54 4 5| 122 | BLBW
5 2 3 8 | PIwA
3 1 3 | PRAW
13 117 1| 459 10 71 602 | WPWA
69 2 49 4 6| 128 | BBWA
2 249 3 58 1 8 | 316 | BLPW
4 128 20 76 20 10| 255 | BAWW
26 300 30 | 328 29 12| 727 | AMRE
1 1 1 | PROW
22 128 14 52 78 11| 354 | OVEN
1 143 6 81 10 71 251 | NOWA
1 1 1| LOWA
1 1 1 | KEWA
6 1 6 | CONW
24 50 3 41 10 8 | 138 | MOWA
15 6 299 15 67 68 11| 511} COYE
82 1 1 3 84 | HOWA
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AQU

Species

Brander & Wilson

Dewey

Hubert

Lamble

Ludkin

Martin & Heagy

Mcliveen

Middleton

Miles

Simser

685.0
686.0
683.0
610.0
607.0

Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Summer Tanager
Western Tanager

608.0
593.0
595.0
598.0
605.0

Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting

Lark Bunting

11

[NSTRPLRNEN

et ND DD

[y
2

600.0
587.0
559.0
560.0
561.0

Varied Bunting
Rufous-sided Towhee
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow

21
20

135
25

563.0
540.0
542.0
546.0
548.0

Field Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
LeConte's Sparrow

585.0
581.0
583.0
584.0
558.0

Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow

22

83

22
54

21

554.0
554.9
567.0
566.0
553.0

White-crowned Sparrow
Gambell's W.C. Sparrow
Slate-colored Junco
White-winged Junco
Harris’ Sparrow

157

186

536.0
534.0
494.0
498.0
501.0

Lapland Longspur
Snow Bunting
Bobolink

Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark

501.1
509.0
510.0
511.0
495.0

Western Meadowlark
Rusty Blackbird
Brewer's Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird

16

506.0
507.0
515.0
517.0
519.0

Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole
Pine Grosbeak
Purple Finch
House Finch

11

264
97

528.0
533.0
529.0
514.0
688.2

Common Redpoll
Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow

479

23

15

25

24

112

Total Birds

98

1359

502

3940

557

262

114

1587

411

No. Species

31

55

87

54

40

80

47
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Code
2 166 8 12 19 9 211 | WIWA
2 129 6 85 17 9 250 | CAWA
10 1 10 | YBCH
1 1 1] SUTA
2 1 2 1 WETA
29 7 3 39 | SCTA
5 23 87 1 9 11 167 | NOCA
15 1 127 21 29 3 12 239 | RBGR
22 29 4 2 1 7 61 INBU
1 1 1 LARB
1 1 1| VABU
63 3 1 3 67 | RSTO
1 10 442 78 163 82 10 939 | ATSP
4 5 24 302 19 329 5 13 746 | CHSP
2 10 2 12 | CCSP
21 117 4 1 4 8 150 FISP
9 1 9| VESP
1 5 43 232 5 285 SAVS
1 1 3 3| GRSP
5 1 5 L.CSP
9 24 1 10 1 7 55 1 FOSP
86 1 327 578 10 135 47 13 1452 SOSP
19 4 103 10 73 4 10 219 LISP
6 55 283 3 84 32 11 519 | SWSP
261 7 272 1154 76 103 246 14 ] 23311 WTSP
1 7 181 380 66 82 11 12 739 | WCSP
2 3 2 51 GWCS
i 41 101 448 23 1343 52 13 | 2565 SCJU
1 1 | WWIU
10 1 10 | HASP
2 38 1 3 41 | LALO
30 31 3 136 | SNBU
1 2 4 | BOBO
1 26 405 14 13 33 11 513 | RWBL
1 1 2 2 | EAME
1 1 1 | WEME
3 10 3 14 | RUBL
4 1 4 1 BRBL
2 60 259 39 11 82 9 558 | COGR
1 297 93 12 40 11 526 | BHCO
4 1 4 | OROR
1 1 118 18 2 6 12 171 | BAOR
2 1 2 PIGR
27 4 14 1 17 15 11 388 | PUFI
13 63 92 29 51 7 423 | HOFI
2 1 2 4 9 | CORE
13 4 1 68 3 7 91 PISI
34 3 563 188 112 39 121 15| 1730 | AMGO
1 148 3 3 152 | EVGR
2 20 1 2 3 6 43 | HOSP
1144 694 3964 3641 976 | 19739 | 1716 | 10891 3572 55181
52 26 86 12 11 137 90 106 116 200
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RAPTOR BANDING AT HOLIDAY BEACH CONSERVATION AREA,
1995

A record total of 933 hawks were banded in 1995.
Red-tailed Hawk numbers were unprecedented; more
were banded in 1995 than in all of the previous six
years combined (Table 1). Cooper's and Red-
shouldered Hawks were also banded in record
numbers. Numbers of American Kestrels were also
impressive; the 1995 total tied last year's record
number. An average of 14.58 hawks were
banded/day, the highest ever for the site: and the 2.28
hawks banded/hour was the second highest (only
1993 was higher). There were also 14 foreign retraps
(see species accounts). The station inadvertently
captured its second HY Golden Eagle, a species we
generally avoid luring for because they do
considerable damage to mist nets! The best day in
terms of the number of hawks banded was 22
October with 55 hawks.

Unlike hawks, attempts to capture owls were largely
unsuccessful. Phil Roberts attempted to audio lure
Northern Saw-whet Owls for 18 hours from the
marsh station on 7 nights from 15 October to 27
November. Eight Northern Saw-whets were captured,
including 1 already wearing a band. We have not yet
learned the original banding location of this bird. The
1995 capture rate of 0.44 owls/hour approximated the
average for the autumns of 1992-94, but was
considerably less that the 1.01 owls banded/hour in
1991.

Banding was attempted on 67 days from 6 September
to 8 December. The onset of frigid temperatures and
snow shortly after the 8th prevented further
December coverage. Extensive banding was carried
out at both the lake and marsh stations. The lake
station, located at the edge of a soybean field 0.25
km north of the Lake Erie shoreline, was the primary
station operated early in the season. Banding was
attempted here on 43 days from 6 September to 5
November. Most Sharp-shinned Hawks and
American Kestrels were trapped at the lake station
(Table 2). The marsh station, located 1 km from the
Lake Erie shoreline in the natural buffer between a

: 3646 S. John Hix, Wayne, MI, 48184, USA

r*, and Phil Roberts®

R

marsh and an extensive agricultural field, was used
more extensively than in years past. Banding was
attempted at the marsh station on 36 days from 22
September to 8 December. Most of the Red-tailed
and Cooper's Hawks were captured at the marsh
station (Table 2).

Five banders helped at the station this year: Art
Carpenter, Tom Carpenter, Phil Roberts, Steve
Dickson and Martin Wernaart. Steve Dickson spent
the most days and hours actually banding. However,
spending time banding is by no means all that is
required to run a successful banding station, and all
the banders made significant contributions above and
beyond the actual hours spent trapping hawks. Phil
Roberts in particular spent considerable hours
capturing lure birds and maintaining the two banding
stations. However, despite Phil's efforts, attempts to
capture starlings and cowbirds during the fall were
unsuccessful, and both stations operated without
them during the last half of October and most of
November.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Accipiters

At best, average numbers of Sharp-shinned Hawks
were captured during most of September and
October. There was, however, an impressive late
flight on 22 October comprised mostly of adults.
Sharp-shinned Hawks were captured from 6
September to 12 November, with 22 October being
the best day with 42 banded. Slightly more (51.7%)
males were banded than females, probably because
of the heavy reliance on sparrows during the last half
of October. Adult females in particular seemed
reluctant to commit to a sparrow; the proportion of
females that were adults was only 22.7%, which is
below the six year (1990-95) average of 30.9%.
Adults comprised 26.3% of the males banded,
slightly above the 6 year average of 23.3%. There
were 8 foreign retraps, 4 from Hawk Cliff, 2 from

Department of Biological Sciences, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio, 43403-0212, USA

3 1089 County Road 15, R.R. #2, Essex, Ontario, N8M 2X6
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Wheatley, and 1 from Long Point; we have not
learned the location of the remaining bird. Three of
the Hawk Cliff and both of the Wheatley hawks were
banded during past autumns - 2 in 1993, 2 in 1994
and 1 in 1992. The 1995 birds, 1 from Hawk Cliff
and the other from Long Point, each took 4 days to
arrive at the lake and marsh stations, respectively.

Cooper's Hawks were banded from 17 September to
7 December; 8 on 12 October was the highest
number banded in a single day. As usual, more males
than females were banded. Surprisingly, the absence
of starlings and cowbirds during October did not
seem to greatly impact the male:female ratio. The
proportion of males in 1995 was 58.1%, not
dramatically lower than the average of 64.3% for
1990-95. Adults comprised 45.2% and 37.2%,
respectively, of the females and males banded. There
was | foreign retrap, a bird banded at Hawk Cliff in
1994,

All Northern Goshawks were HY, and most (4) were
males. A HY M banded on 8 October seemed early;
the remainder were banded from 29 October to 19
November, with 2 on 29 October being the most per
day.

Falcons

No Peregrines were captured in 1995, although
several flew low over the lake station. A HY F
Merlin banded on 29 October was late; the remainder
were banded from 8 September to 1 October, with
daily captures never exceeding 1 bird. All 3 males
were HY, but 1 female was an adult. American
Kestrels were captured from 6 September to 29
October; 9 on 17 September was the highest daily
total. Numbers of males and females were about
equal, being 35 and 33, respectively.

Buteos

The number of Red-tailed Hawks banded was
phenomenal. November was by far the best month
(Table 2), but Red-tails were banded from 10
September to 8 December with a daily high of 21 on
15 November. Ten were banded on 8§ December, the
last day the station was operated. One can only
imagine how many more might have been banded
had weather conditions allowed for greater December
coverage. One might attribute the large flight to
exceptionally good reproductive success during the
1995 breeding season. However, the proportion of
captured individuals that were adults was 21 1%,
which is close to the 7 year (1989-95) average of
23.8%. Thus, it seems more likely that the

phenomenal November flights were precipitated by
prey scarcity and/or severe weather farther north.
Five Red-tails banded elsewhere were captured. Four
were Hawk Cliff birds, | banded in 1994 and the rest
in 1995 (including one AHY bird!). The remaining
bird was banded in 1991 at the raptor banding station
run by the Long Point Bird Observatory. The days
between banding and recapture for the 1995 birds
ranged from 2-6.

Two Broad-winged Hawks, both HY, were captured.
One was banded on 21 September. The other,
captured on 1 October, was too weak to sustain flight
despite 2 attempts to release it. The bird was taken to
a vet where it was examined and X-rayed. Two shot
gun pellets were detected, 1 in the abdomen and the
other in the upper right side. This bird is presently in
the care of Phil Roberts, and will probably be
released during the fall of 1996.

Red-shouldered Hawks were banded from 26
October to 19 November, with a daily high of 4 on 8
November. All were HY individuals.

Harriers

Only 2 harriers were banded on 12 and 18
September, respectively; both were HY M. Contrary
to expectations, no harriers were captured at the
marsh station; but it was not used much during
September, normally the best month to capture
harriers. We were prepared for a late season flight of
adult males (we even had starlings by then!) which
never materialized.
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Table 1. Yearly summary of raptors banded at Holiday Beach Conservation Area, 1989-95.

Species 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 Total
Sharp-shinned Hawk 325 681 359 550 431 538 2,884
Cooper's Hawk 6 33 39 13 41 22 74 228
Northern Goshawk 2 6 5 2 5 20
Northern Harrier 6 1 1 | 11 2 22
American Kestrel 25 41 23 44 68 68 269
Peregrine Falcon 1* 1%
Merlin 8 2 4 4 7 28
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 4 1 | | 11 21
Broad-winged Hawk 1 1 2
Red-tailed Hawk 10 19 49 42 17 30 226 393
Golden Eagle* 1 1 1
Total Hawks Banded 17 415 822 449 664 570 932 3,868
Northern Saw-whet Owl 74 22 13 1 117
Eastern Screech Owl 3 2 5
Long-eared Owl 1 1
Snowy Owl 1 1
Total Owls Banded 78 23 15 1 7 124
* Released unbanded
Table 2. Banding effort (hours of operation) and hawks banded at the lake and marsh stations.
Species September October November December Total
Lake Marsh Lake Marsh Lake | Marsh Marsh
Sharp-shinned Hawk 295 23 177 39 | 3 538
Cooper's Hawk 13 15 13 2 74
Northern Goshawk 3 2 5
Red-tailed Hawk 8 9 30 15 151 13 226
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 10 11
Broad-winged Hawk 1 1
Northern Harrier 2 2
Merlin 5 2 7
American Kestrel 42 1 23 2 68
Golden Eagle* 1 1
Total 366 24 229 103 16 180 15 933
Hour 130.8 9.251 79.75 76.05] 13.70] 86.42 13.50 409.47
Ontario Bird Banding Vol. 28 (1995) 11




THE 1995 LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY BANDING SUMMARY

Jon McCracken!

LPBO completed its 36" year of migration
monitoring in 1995. The total of 19,740 birds
(involving 137 species and forms) banded was very
close to the 10-year average. Including 10,968
banded under LPBO's banding permit at Thunder
Cape in 1995, our grand total now stands at 522,244
birds of 265 species.

The protocol utilizes Heligoland traps and mist-nets,
a census and estimated totals at each of 3 field
stations. Some aspects of the procedure have been
tightened up in the last 2 years, with more
standardized use of nets. Spring coverage extended
from 20 March to 10 June for a total of 191 site-days
(57, 54 and 80 days at the Tip, Breakwater and Old
Cut stations, respectively). Fall coverage was from
29 July to 15 November for 242 site-days (100, 40
and 102 days, respectively).

The most productive banding station was Old Cut
(8,734 bird), followed by the Tip (6,572) and

SRR

record for Canada). Record highs were set for 6
species (Table 1). In descending order, the top 10
species banded were Golden-crowned Kinglet
(1,563); Ruby-crowned Kinglet (1,331); White-
throated Sparrow (1,154), Tree Swallow (816);
"Myrtle" Warbler (799); Brown Creeper (768);
Hermit Thrush (631); Song Sparrow (578);Yellow
Warbler (572) and "Slate-colored” Junco (448)

Twenty recoveries and 10 foreign retraps were
reported in 1995 (Tables 2 and 3). Of special interest
was the Brown-headed Cowbird that was recovered
in Pennsylvania, only 5 days after banding,
apparently undergoing a "reverse spring migration".
A 10-year old junco and a 5-year old Black-throated
Blue Warbler were also notable.

Ninety-five volunteers contributed 1,500 volunteer-
days. Of course, 25 were long-term (1 month+)
participants, originating from Canada (15), UK 4),
US (2), Germany (2), Netherlands (1) and Sweden
(1). Thanks for everyone's help, particularly LPBO

Breakwater (3809). One new species was added to

the Long Point banding list - Varied Bunting (first Wardens Paul Prior and Graeme Gibson.
Table 2. Recoveries reported to LPBO in 1995,
Species LPBO Bander Banding Date Recovery Date Recovery Location Distance & Direction
Sharp-shinned Hawk M. Karabatic 09-23-95 09-29-95 Coatsworth, ON 57 km WNW
Sharp-shinned Hawk G. Gibson 09-09-94 05-14-95 Braddock Bay, NY 265 km NE
Cooper's Hawk R. Boardman 10-16-94 07-18-95 Webster, NY 260 km NE
Red-tailed Hawk M. Bacro 11-01-88 04-25-95 Guelph, ON 111 kmN
Red-tailed Hawk R. Ridout 10-30-91 07-07-95 Picton, ON 307 km NE
N. Saw-whet Owl G Gibson 10-25-93 10-05-94 Stevens Pt, Wl 780 km NW
Tree Swallow P Carson 06-12-91 05-15-93 Lyndoch, ON 30kmN
Blue Jay R. Boardman 10-18-94 05-14-95 Fonthill, ON 96 km NE
Swainson's Thrush D. Jardine 09-21-91 05-03-92 Elizabethville, ON 230 km NE
American Robin R. Pagen 10-04-94 01-22-95 Newark, OH 330 km SW
American Robin P. Prior 04-28-93 03-30-95 Picton, ON 307 km NE
Yellow Warbler F. Jachmann 05-07-94 06-09-95 Lewiston, NY 140 km NE
Rose-breasted Grosbeak F. Jachmann 05-22-94 05-13-95 Waterbury, VT 640 km NE
American Tree Sparrow J. Wojnowski 11-07-94 02-77-95 Beachville, ON 71 km NNW
Chipping Sparrow P. Guillotte 05-05-93 05-10-93 Simcoe, ON 40km N
Brown-headed Cowbird J. McCracken 05-04-92 05-26-93 Lyndoch, ON 30kmN
Brown-headed Cowbird R. Goodyear 04-21-92 04-18-93 Lyndoch, ON 30km N
Brown-headed Cowbird D. Goodyear 04-23-92 02-26-94 Akron, OH 200 km SW
Brown-headed Cowbird G. Gibson 04-19-94 04-24-94 Titusville, PA 104 km SE
House Finch A. Heagy 04-19-90 02-04-95 Mansfield, OH 280 km SW

1

Long Point Bird Observatory, Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario, NOE 1MO
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Table 1. Birds banded at Long Point in 1995!

Northern Harrier 1 | Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 29 |Kentucky Warbler 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk 65 |Eastern Bluebird 5 | Connecticut Warbler 6
Cooper's Hawk 1 |Veery 128 |Mourning Warbler 50
American Kestrel 1 | Gray-cheeked Thrush 122 |Common Yellowthroat 299
Merlin 1 |Swainson's Thrush 427 |Hooded Warbler 82
Killdeer 3 {Hermit Thrush 631 |Wilson's Warbler 166
Spotted Sandpiper 4 |Wood Thrush 50 |Canada Warbler 129
Least Sandpiper 1 }American Robin 150 | Yellow-breasted Chat 10
American Woodcock 7 {Gray Catbird 326 | Summer Tanager 1
Bonaparte's Gull 2 |Northern Mockingbird 2 |Scarlet Tanager 29
Mourning Dove 8 | Brown Thrasher 77 |Northern Cardinal 87
Black-billed Cuckoo 17 |Cedar Waxwing 81 |Rose-breasted Grosbeak 127
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 3 {Northern Shrike 1 |Indigo Bunting 29
Great Horned Owl 1 {European Starling 86 | Varied Bunting 1
Northern Saw-whet Owl 31 |White-eyed Vireo 4 |Rufous-sided Towhee 63
Red-headed Woodpecker 9 {Solitary Vireo 109 1American Tree Sparrow 78
Red-bellied Woodpecker 2 | Yellow-throated Vireo 2 ] Chipping Sparrow 302
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 20 | Warbling Vireo 79 |Clay-colored Sparrow 2
Downy Woodpecker 42 | Philadelphia Vireo 58 {Field Sparrow 117
Yellow-shafted Flicker 97 {|Red-eyed Vireo 247 | Vesper Sparrow 9
Yellow x Red Shafted Flicker 1 {Blue-winged Warbler 18 |Savannah Sparrow 43
Olive-sided Flycatcher 1 |Golden-winged Warbler 4 | Grasshopper Sparrow i
Eastern Wood-Pewee 106 |Brewster's Warbler 1 |Fox Sparrow 24
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 151 {Lawrence's Warbler 1 |Song Sparrow 578
Acadian Flycatcher 1 | Tennessee Warbler 87 |Lincoln's Sparrow 103
"Traill's” Flycatcher 202 |Orange-crowned Warbler 17 }Swamp Sparrow 283
Least Flycatcher 401 |Nashville Warbler 206 | White-throated Sparrow 1154
Eastern Phoebe 105 |Northern Parula 3 | White-crowned Sparrow 380
Great-crested Flycatcher 19 | Yellow Warbler 572 |Gambell's Wt-crn'd Sparrow 2
Eastern Kingbird 33 |Chestnut-sided Warbler 165 |Slate-colored Junco 448
Tree Swallow 816 |Magnolia Warbler 900 |Lapland Longspur 2
N. Rough-winged Swallow 3 |Cape May Warbler 81 | Bobolink 1
Bank Swallow 1 |Black-thr't Blue Warbler 289 |Red-winged Blackbird 405
Barn Swallow 42 |Myrtle Warbler 799 |Eastern Meadowlark 1
Blue Jay 104 |Black-thr'd Green Warbler 93 {Rusty Blackbird 3
Black-capped Chickadee 172 |Blackburnian Warbler 52 |Common Grackle 259
Tufted Titmouse 1 |Pine Warbler 5 | Brown-headed Cowbird 297
Red-breasted Nuthatch 128 |Prairie Warbler 3 | Orchard Oriole 4
White-breasted Nuthatch 27 {Western Palm Warbler 117 |Baltimore Oriole 118
Brown Creeper 768 |Bay-breasted Warbler 69 |Purple Finch 14
Carolina Wren 11 ]Blackpoll Warbler 249 {House Finch 92
House Wren 191 |Black-and-White Warbler 128 | American Goldfinch 188
Winter Wren 172 | American Redstart 300 |House Sparrow 20
Sedge Wren 1 | Prothonotary Warbler 1

Marsh Wren 18 | Ovenbird 128 | Total Birds 19739
Golden-crowned Kinglet 1563 |Northern Waterthrush 143 |No. Species 137
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1331 {Louisiana Waterthrush 1

! Record highs are underlined
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Table 3 Foreign recoveries recently encountered at Long Point

Species Banding |Recovery |Banding Location
Date Date

Red-tailed Hawk 10-11-90 [05-26-93 |Whitby, ON
Blue Jay 05-03-94 ]05-16-94 [Madison, OH
Yellow Warbler 05-08-90 ]05-03-93 {Greece, NY
Black-throated Blue Warbler 09-27-89 105-09-93 {Jordan Run, WV
White-throated Sparrow 10-08-93 {05-07-94 |Lacarne, OH
Slate-colored Junco 11-29-83 {04-10-93 [Meadville, PA
Slate-colored Junco 10-08-89 104-20-93 |Stahlstown, PA
House Finch 03-30-93 ]04-15-93 |Madison, OH
House Finch 05-04-93 110-02-95 [Sheldon, NY
American Goldfinch 09-08-93 |05-10-94 |Sheldon, NY

e
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WINDSOR AIRPORT RAPTOR CONTROL

Betty Learmouth!

Windsor and Essex County birders know that the
Windsor Airport can be a good location to view
birds of prey. The open airport habitat is most
inviting for these birds which are attracted to the
grassy strips about the runways. Not everyone
shares the birders' enthusiasm for the birds that are
attracted to the airport. Transport Canada, the
federal agency which presently operates the
Windsor Airport, considers all birds on airport
property as potential threats to the public safety.

Transport Canada recognizes that the chance of bird
strikes is low considering the thousands of flights
that occur in Canada yearly but still incidents have
occurred. Three years ago at the Windsor Airport, A
Snowy Ow! smashed through an aircraft windshield
and a Great Horned Ow! struck the nose wheel of
an aircraft, causing damage to the wheel door. A
young Peregrine Falcon, hacked in Detroit, was
struck during the same period. This past summer, an
American Kestrel was struck. Gulls, waterfowl,
ground birds and flocking birds are all concerns to
Transport Canada. Birds of prey are always
potential hazards, particularly owlS which tend to
fly low during darkness.

Despite the small size of birds, speed tends to
exaggerate weight. A flock of starlings or an owl in
collision with a Dash 8 aircraft at a landing speed
of 120 kilometres/hour can inflict a great deal of
damage. Mammals such as deer and coyotes have
been in collision with aircraft. Even a jackrabbit has
been involved in an airport accident when the
unfortunate animal was hit by the nose wheel then
drawn into an engine upon landing. These incidents
for the most part are uneventful or cause only minor
damage but the potential for major damage and
huge repair bills or injury to the two hundred
thousand passengers served yearly by the Windsor
Airport must not be discounted.

Transport Canada has long recognized the need to
control birds at airports. Diligence at an airport
reduce the possibility of bird strikes. Today, the
preferred methods of bird control are varied but in
the past mainly scare tactics were employed along
with simply shooting the offending birds. Large

1 2405 Princess Street, Windsor, Ontario, N§T 1V2

airports such as Toronto's Pearson International
Airport (PIA) employ a full time person in charge
of bird control. Smaller airports may designate
personnel such as the airport’s firemen for such a
duty. The Windsor Airport employs a bird control
expert from early winter through early spring.

Three winters ago, there was in influx of Snowy
Owls into southern Ontario. Airports are especially
attractive to these northern owls as the open
expanses resemble the northern tundra plus mowed
grassy strips support a vole population as a food
source. That winter, Phil Roberts, coordinator of the
Holiday Beach Banding Stations, was assisting in
the relocation of trapped and banded Snowy Owls
from Toronto's PIA to a more southerly location
here in Essex County. Unfortunately, an aircraft at
the Windsor Airport suffered a collision with an
unbanded Snowy Owl, indicating that the local
airport had its own problem with owls. Phil was
asked to take on the responsibilities of bird control
at the Windsor Airport, a position in which he has
been employed for the last three winters.

A variety of trapping techniques are used to capture
raptors at the Windsor Airport. One of the most
successful is the Swedish Goshawk trap which is
very effective for diurnal and nocturnal raptors. A
comfortable perch is on top of a large box which
can be appealing to a raptor in the airport's open
habitat. When a raptor lands on the perch, the upper
portion of the box collapses with the bird falling
into the box through the soft mesh. To make this
particular trap more enticing, lure birds such as
Rock Doves, are placed in a separate, protected
compartment with food and water. The lure birds at
the Windsor Airport have been "on duty” for three
seasons thus are unruffled by close proximity to
raptors on the Swedish Goshawk trap.

The bow net, resembling a large flat clam when
laying on the ground with a lure such as a dead
rabbit, is spring-loaded and activated by the bird
control personnel. This trap is used to trap birds that
are experienced or too wise to be attracted to the
Swedish Goshawk trap. Passerines and ground birds
are trapped in a maze trap into which birds are

Reprinted from The Northwind, Newsletter for Holiday Beach Migration Observatory

Ontario Bird Banding Vol 27 (1994)

15




enticed then can not retreat back through the same
passage.

Scare techniques are employed to urge birds away
from airports. The "fire cracker" method works well
with Golden and Black-bellied Plovers which will
relocate to other agricultural lands. Propane bangers
are well known as scare tactics for gulls and crows.
Distress calls such as the squawk of a Ring-billed
Gull played from a moving vehicle can be very
effective.

Habitat control is another method of bird control
used at the Windsor Airport. The amount of mown
grass has diminished in recent years with more land
devoted to various crops which are closely regulated
as to what may be grown and cultivated. Tending
the existing grass is closely monitored as various
grass lengths attract certain bird species.

The Windsor Airport does not use falcons as a
means of bird control. At Toronto's PIA, falcons are
an important part of the bird control programme
along with live trapping.

Banding of raptors trapped at the Windsor Airport
is carried out under a master banding permit held
by Phil Roberts. Through a Scientific Collection

Permit issued by the Chatham Ministry of Natural

Resources office, Phil can hold these birds for
three days in captivity, This is the period of time
required for birds to forget that they were on
territory. The birds are then transported from the
Windsor Airport for a release at a minimum of fifty
kilometres (30 miles) from the airport. The time of
year of transport and release determines the
direction of the release coinciding with bird
movements at particular times of year. If the release
is in the fall or winter, then the distance would be
50 kilometres to the south, or, in early spring, the
release would be to the northeast such as Tremblay
Beach Conservation Area. The Windsor Airport is
not an attractive breeding habitat, rather , it is a
staging and foraging area within a migration
corridor at specific times of the year.

As Phil was providing this information for The
Northwind during a conversation in the airport
restaurant, a Red-tailed Hawk was noted perched on
airport equipment near the terminal building. This
Red-tailed Hawk, named "Homey" is the resident
hawk that has been declared "runway smart”. Due
to the continued presence of this bird, the territory
at the airport has no intrusions from other Red-tails.
Homey raises young each spring, then urges them
away from the airport. When he has approached her
nest during nesting season, Homey has dive-bombed
Phil, quite an unusual Red-tail behaviour.

“

Banding relocation totals for Windsor Airport

Species 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96* Total
Red-tailed Hawk 8 22 4 34
Rough-legged Hawk 0 0 1 |
American Kestrel 0 1 1 2
Great Horned Owl 0 0 1 1
Short-eared Owl 0 0 1 1
Canada Goose 0 4 0 4
Ring-necked Pheasant 0 2 3 5
Snow Bunting 0 0 70 70
Horned Lark 0 0 31 31
Total 8 29 120 189

**as of February 1, 1996

“
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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION TWENTY-FIFTH

ANNUAL REPORT: 1995
Robert and Fran Hubert!

INTRODUCTION

Our twenty-seventh season of raptor banding has
come and gone but it has left us with some great
memories of a very successful season. What is it
about these winged predators that evokes such a
strong feeling in their admirers and causes them to
do all kinds of strange things in order to trap and
band one of these prizes?

Hawk banders tolerate some unbearable conditions
from extremely high temperatures of 30° in the
latter part of August to a low of -15°c with a bitter
cold east wind during December. Banders sit with
their eyes staring into the empty eastern skies
waiting for that unknown dot to transform itself into
a long-awaited bird of prey.

BANDING OPERATION DAYS & HOURS

August 13 days 49.00 hours
September 128 days 871.50 hours
October 121 days 766.50 hours
November 106 days 585.75 hours
December 56 days 243.25 hours

Summaries of observations and bandings at Hawk
Cliff are presented in Tables 1 and 2.

THE MIGRATION

Kestrels were seen along the wires that run along
the road to the pumping station in early August. On
August 21st with clear blue skies and a light north
wind and 20°C, the first 3 Kestrels were observed
and 2 were trapped. These 2 were the first of the
688 to be banded at the lake station with a total of
926 Kestrels being banded this year.

Their numbers peaked in September with 470 being
observed on September 9th. This number fluctuated
drastically with a second peak of 365 observed on
September 14th. There were 3,588 Kestrels
observed during 1995; the last being observed on
December 13th.

1" 10 Paulson Court, St. Thomas, Ontario, N5R 1M9

SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Falcons
Merlin

Merlin numbers proved to be a pleasant surprise for
1995 with the first Merlin being banded on
September 2nd at the lake station and the last
banded on November 6th.

September 2, 1995
September 2, 1995
November 6, 1995
Greatest number 9 on September 9, 1995
Last observation November 30, 1995
Total observed 145
Total banded 60

First observation
First banded
Last banded

During September, 82 Merlins were observed and
37 were banded. The numbers remained good into
October with 55 being observed and 18 banded.
Eight Merlins were observed in November -- the
last being seen on November 30th.

A new tecord of observed and banded Merlins
occurred this year with 145 being observed and 60
banded. The previously high observed was 124 in
1992 and 38 banded in 1994. On the 9th and 10th
of September, 9 Merlins were observed each day
which were the peak numbers for the month.

Peregrine Falcon
First observation

First banded
Last banded

September 8, 1995
September 26, 1995
October 26, 1995
Greatest number 34 on October 1, 1995
Last observation November 6, 1995
Total observed 132
Total banded 10

It is gratifying to see an increase in the Peregrine
Falcon. Looking at past observation records, there
were 4 observed in 1976 gradually climbing to 21
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in 1979 and dropping back to 4 in 1982. Numbers
increased dramatically to 59 in 1990, 93 in 1991, 62
in 1992, 91 in 1993, 51 in 1994 and reaching an all
time high of 132 this year.

We also reached our highest banding total of
Peregrines with 10 being banded over a previous
high of 5. The first Peregrine was banded on
September 26th and the last on October 26th.

The first Peregrine observed was on September 8th
and the last on November 6th. There were 112
Peregrines seen in October with 34 being observed
on October 1st.

ACCIPTERS

Sharp-shinned Hawk

First observation
First banded

August 20, 1995
August 28, 1995
Greatest number 480 on October 16, 1995
Last observation December 8, 1995
Total observed 6,831
Total banded 1,490

We noted a definite decline in Sharp-shinned Hawks
last year and although there was an increase this year
the increase was very small. The first Sharp-shinned
was banded at #1 station on August 28th with the last
being banded on December 8th, 1995. The first
Sharp-shinned was observed on August 20th by
observers at Hawk Cliff and the last observed was on
December 8th. The largest number of Sharp-shins was
observed during September and October. The first
good flight was on September 9th with 351 observed
and 372 on September 10th. Numbers decreased
slightly but remained fairly consistent. The migration
reached a high of 480 on October 16th. There were
6,831 Sharp-shinned Hawks observed in 1995.

Coopers Hawk
First observation

First banded
Last banded

September 4, 1995
September 15, 1995
December 27, 1995
Greatest number 60 on October 16, 1995
Last observation December 27, 1995
Total observed 816
Total banded 189

The number of banded Coopers doubled this year
compared to 1994. The first observed Coopers was on

September 4th and the last seen on December 27th.
Between the above dates there were 816 Coopers
hawks observed with the most consistent period being
between October 8th and October 21st. On October
16th there were 60 Coopers observed; the largest
single day of the season.

Northern Goshawk
First observation

First banded
Last banded

September 30, 1995

October 3, 1995
December 21, 1995
Greatest number 10 on October 30, 1995
Last observation December 21, 1995
Total observed 104
Total banded 48

This year we were pleasantly surprised to see a larger
number of Goshawks than anticipated.

BUTEOS

Broad-winged Hawks

First observation
First banded

September 4, 1995
September 10, 1995
Greatest number 2,957 on September 10, 1995
Last observation October 11, 1995
Total observed 12,825
Total banded 1

During migration, the Broad-winged hawks go over
the stations in large numbers. Occasionally they fly
quite low over the banders but we have not found the
secret of enticing them down in any numbers.
September 10th happened to be the second day of the
Hawk Cliff Weekend and the only Broad-winged to
be banded this year was taken to the Hawk Cliff road
to show the many visitors. On September 4th 21
Broad-winged hawks were observed and the last one
was seen on October 11th with 5 being recorded.

780 Broad-wings were observed on September 9th
and on the next day 2,957 were observed. The Broad-
winged flight tapered off because of south and south-
east winds until September 14 when 623 were seen
and on September 15th 1,090 were observed. On
September 17th, there were 2,220 and on September
18th, 2,610. There were moderate flights up to
September 23rd when 1,850 were recorded. This
proved to be the last large migration as the numbers
dropped drastically. During the migration period there
were 12,813 Broad-winged hawks observed.
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Red-shouldered Hawk

September 79, 1995

October 12, 1995
December 20, 1995
Greatest number 75 on October 30, 1995
Last observation December 20, 1995
Total observed 394
Total banded 41

First observation
First banded
Last banded

The first Red-shouldered Hawk of the season was
observed on September 29th with the first being
banded on October 12th. This was the first of the 41
to be banded, the last being on December 20th.
During October, 188 Red-shouldered Hawks were
observed with 77 seen on October 19, 43 on October
29, and 75 on October 30. The migration continued
into November when 185 were observed with 15 on
November 8th, 23 on November 12th and 34 on
November 14th. Four were banded in October and 25
banded in November. Although there were only 19
observed in December, 12 were trapped and banded.

Red-tailed Hawk

August 23, 1995
September 1, 1995
Greatest number 230 on November 24, 1995
Last observation December 28, 1995
Total observed 3,507
Total banded 752

First observation
First banded

Four Red-tailed Hawks were observed in August but
none were banded. Two were banded on September
Ist. This would be the beginning of the most
successful season since our inception. On October
29th and 30th, 123 Red-tails were observed with a
total for the month of 1,015. During the 1995 season,
751 Red-tails were banded and 3,507 observed.

Red-tails were the most consistent hawk over the
duration of the season. During November, there was
only one day that at least one banding station was not
open. On November 11th, rain forced the banders
from setting up. It was on this day, and again on
November 18th, that no Red-tails were banded.

The migration of Red-tails reached its highest peak
during November with 2,007 observed and 497
banded. The highest daily count was 230 on
November 24th. Unfortunately, there were no
observers available on the Hawk CIliff road in
November; therefore, fewer Red-tails were counted.

The last two Red-tails were banded on December
28th.

We encountered unusual behaviour in Red-tails this
season as a number of those that were trapped,
banded and released would sit in nearby trees and
immediately respond again as soon as the lure was
activated. On more than one occasion, Red-tails
released would be retrapped at nearby stations.

One of the measurements recorded on the Red-tails is
the wing chord. This season, we encountered a large
number of Red-tails that were very small. Although
the majority of Red-tailed Hawks are hatching year
birds, we did catch adults that were also small. The
hawks appeared healthy and not under-nourished.
There was one 2nd-year Red-tail with a 330 mm wing
chord and several hatching year birds as low as 330
mm. The weights of the Red-tails had a large range of
676 grams to 1239 grams.

An interesting recovery was made this year. A
nestling Red-tail was banded on May 17, 1973 two
miles south of London, Ontario. On September 16,
1995 Mark Bacro, a Hawk Cliff bander, found it dead
on the highway near Mount Salem, 7 miles east of
Hawk Cliff. Upon checking banding recovery data
from the Bird Banding Office from 1924 up to
January 1995, it was found to be the second oldest
recovery. One 23-year-old had been banded in 1967
in Virginia and found dead there in 1990.

Rough-legged Hawk

October 17, 1995

Nov. 4, 1995
Greatest number 10 on November 9, 1995
Last observation December 27, 1995
Total observed 108
Total banded 3

First observation
First banded

Fortunately we don’t have to depend on the Rough-
legged hawk to increase our banding numbers. We
have found the migration to be very inconsistent and
we never know if the Rough-leg will respond to our
lures. There were 7 observed in October, 92 observed
in November with 2 being banded. In December 9
were observed and 1 was banded. This gave us a total
of 3 Rough-legged Hawks banded for 1995.
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Northern Harrier

August 23, 1995
August 23, 1995
Greatest number 50 on September 9, 1995
Last observation December 24, 1995
Total observed 1,115
Total banded 122

First observation
First banded

With the record season we had in 1994 observing and
banding Northern Harriers, it was only natural that we
would have high expectations for this year. August
started reasonably well with 13 being observed and 4
being traﬁ)ped and banded. The first Harrier observed
was on August 23rd with 2 banded. Harrier numbers
improved during September with 522 being seen and
42 banded.

December 12 and 13th proved to be the last decent
flight of Harriers for 1995. On December 12th with
30% cloud cover -10 ¢ and light north-west winds, 14
Harriers ranged near the edge of the cliff and 6 were
banded. On the 13th with 90% cloud cover, -12 ¢ and
a light north-east wind, 15 Harriers migrated along the
edge of the cliff and 8 were banded.

EAGLES
Bald Eagle

First observation
Greatest number 11 on September 9, 1995
Last observation December 30, 1995
Total observed 82
Total banded None

August 24, 1995

Sightings of Bald Eagles occurred during September
when a total of 46 were observed. On September 3rd
with 50% cloud cover and a light south wind, 3 Bald
Eagles were observed flying in a westerly direction.
On September 9th, 11 Bald Eagles were observed;
this being the largest observation for September.
There were 46 sighted for September. During
October, there were 18 Bald Eagles observed; the
highest single day was 5 on October 15th. November
produced 10 Bald Eagles, November 16 and
November 28th each had 2. That was the maximum
to be sighted for one day.

There were 6 days that Bald Eagles were seen during
December for a total of 8. The last Bald Eagle seen
for the season was at 11:58 on December 30, 1995.

Golden Eagle

October 19, 1995
Greatest number 10 on October 30, 1995
First banded November 9, 1995
Total observed 56
Total banded 1

First observation

The first Golden Eagle was sighted on October 19th.
On October 29th there was 6 seen and 10 on October
30th. THere was 6 seen on November 4th, 5th and 6th
and the last was reported on December 12th. There
were 56 observed and 1 banded.

Records are made to be broken and this year was an
exceptional year for our organization. The lake
station, manned by Don Fowler recorded a station
high of 1,234 raptors banded while #1 station,
manned by Gary and Bob Hubert banded a station
high of 1,174%.
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Table 1 Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station 1995 banding/observation totals

August September October November December Total
Species Banded | Observed | Banded | Observed | Banded | Observed | Banded | Observed | Banded | Observed § Banded | Observed
Turkey Vulture 5 379 3145 230 2 3761
Osprey 1 116 74 1 192
Northern Harrier 4 13 42 522 18 320 36 215 22 45 122 1115
Cooper's Hawk 39 189 116 539 32 82 2 6 189 816
Northern Goshawk 1 15 50 30 49 3 4 48 104
Red-tailed Hawk 4 84 325 128 1015 497 2007 42 156 751 3507
Peregrine Falcon 3 19 7 112 1 10 132
Merlin 37 82 18 55 5 8 0 0 60 145
American Kestrel 13 26 736 2621 174 925 3 9 0 7 926 3588
Broad-winged Hawk 1 12813 12 0 0 0 1 12825
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 2 801 3743 667 3010 20 71 i 5 1489 6831
Unidentified Accipiter 2 5 6 1 14
Red-shouldered Hawk 2 4 188 25 185 12 19 41 394
Swainson's Hawk 1 1
Rough-legged Hawk 7 2 92 1 9 3 108
Unidentified Buteo 1 21 3 25
Unidentified Eagle 1 1
Golden Eagle 17 1 37 2 1 56
Bald Eagle 46 18 10 8 82
Total Hawks Banded/Observed 18 51 1743 20862 1147 9493 651 3024 83 267 3642 33697
Banding Hours 49 871.5 766.50 585.75 243.25 _._“ 2516
Observation Hours 49 278.75 255.75 192.5 132.5]] 908.5
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Table 2 Hawk Cliff Sightings/Bandings in 1995 Compared to 1973-1994 Averages

Sightings Bandings
Species 1995 1973-1994 Variation 1995 1973-1994 Variation
Totals Average Totals Average
Turkey Vulture 3,761 2,674 40.65%
Northern Goshawk 104 38 17.36% 48 15 220%
Sharp-shinned Hawk 6,831 9,946 -31.32% 1,489 1,570 -5.15
Cooper's Hawk 816 592 37.83% 189 123 53.65%
Red-tailed Hawk 3,507 3,509 0% 751 280 168.21%
Red-shouldered Hawk 394 154 155.84% 41 8 412.50%
Broad-winged Hawk 12,825 13,515 -5.10% 1 2 -50%
Rough-legged Hawk 108 51 111.76% 3 50%
Golden Eagle 56 17 229.41% 1
Bald Eagle 82 20 310%
Osprey 192 96 100%
Northern Harrier 1,115 919 21.32% 122 69 76.81%
American Kestrel 3.588 3,387 5.93% 926 569 62.74%
Merlin 145 40 262.50% 60 13 361.53%
Peregrine Falcon 132 24 450% 10 i 900%
Total 33,656 34,982 -3.79% 3,641 2,653 37.24%
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A SUMMARY OF RESULTS FOR CANADA GEESE BANDED AT
MOUNTSBERG, ONTARIO - 1977-1996.

W.D. Mcllveen', M.L. Wernaart’, and A.D. Brewer’.

INTRODUCTION

From a time when they were considered to be extinct,
Giant Canada Geese populations have recovered
exceedingly well. In places, they are considered as a
nuisance species [2]. Their aggressive habits and the
soiling of recreational areas has raised the need for
management of their numbers. Opportunities for
control by normal hunting methods is severely
curtailed by the fact that the major populations have
elected to stay in urban areas where hunting is
prohibited.

With the expansion of the species, hunting also
increased with a combined U.S. and Canada harvest
of 450,000 birds [Alison, 1975]. Such a situation
requires the collection of more information about the
species. This includes banding studies and this paper
is intended to contribute to this need. Banding of
Canada Geese has been carried out for twenty years
at Mountsberg and it would seem appropriate at this
time to analyze the data obtained from that effort.

METHODS

Trapping was carried out within the reservoir at the
Mountsberg Wildlife Centre located west of
Campbellville Ontario as well as at a number of
locations in the general area. In many of the latter
situations, nuisance birds were rounded-up for
removal and release in other locations. The majority
of banding was carried out when the adult birds were
moulting and the young had not yet learned to fly.
Banding followed established procedures using
standard Canadian Wildlife Service bands.
Determination of age and sex followed the criteria
provided in the banding manual [1].

Banding totals were determined from Banding
Schedules prepared between 1973 and 1995.
Recovery statistics were based on all reports
provided by the Canadian Wildlife Service available
until the present paper was prepared. For longevity
estimates, birds were assumed to have hatched in

! R.R. #1, Acton, Ontario, L7J 2L.7
: R.R. #2, Campbellville, Ontario, LOP 1B0
3 R.R. #1, Puslinch, Ontario, NOB 2J0

May [3] of the appropriate year. Some birds could
have been older than this, so the age estimates may
be somewhat conservative. In those cases where
exact dates of recovery were not available, the date
used in the calculations was the mid-point of the
respective time frames reported by the Banding
Office. It was assumed that this mean would be
obtained normally using a large number of records
and thus our approach would not introduce any large
error in the calculations.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Banding Totals

Between 1980 and 1995, 3872 Canada Geese were
banded at Mountsberg (Table 1). The numbers varied
from as low as 31 birds in 1989 to a high of 968 in
1991. This represents geese trapped at 14 locations
(Table 1). Over one half of these (2007 or 51.8%)
were caught at Mountsberg and nearly one quarter
(867 or 22.4%) were obtained at Burlington. Smaller
numbers were obtained at the other locations.

A statistical summary of the age and sex distribution
of the birds banded is presented in Table 2. Local and
hatch-year birds made up over half (57.3%) of the
numbers banded. Females (52.8%) slightly
outnumbered males (47%) among the birds banded.

Recoveries

A total of 506 birds have been recovered or returned
to Mountsberg (Table 3). On average, this a nearly
11% of birds banded. This percentage is likely to
increase with time as some birds and bands may still
be recovered. Cumulative recovery is evident in that
the earliest years of banding (1980 to 1983) have the
highest rates of recovery (18.8 to 21.6%) of birds
recovered.

Recoveries have been made in 14 political
jurisdictions across Canada and the United States
(Table 4 and Figure 2). The majority of birds (75%)
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were recovered in Ontario, mostly at or very close to
Mountsberg. Generally, it was not until several years
had passed before birds were recovered outside of
Ontario. While some birds did fly some distance
from Mountsberg, we must conclude that the
majority of the Canada Geese in the area are
relatively sedentary.

The ages and sex (at banding) of birds that were
recovered are summarized in Table 5. The
proportions of the population in each group are
generally quite similar to those originally banded
(Table 2). For example, males represent 46.97% of
the banded population and 47.63% of the recovered
birds. Hatch-year and locals made up 57.3% of the
birds banded but represent 51% of the recovered
birds. Based on this information, there is no evidence
that the young birds are less wary and thus recovered
in greater proportions than the adult birds.

The analysis of the data included examination of the
"“Who Obtained” (Table 6), "Present Condition”
(Table 7), " and "How Obtained" (Table 8) Codes.
The "finder" reported the majority of recoveries (
56.9%) while State, Provincial or Federal officials
reported 28.7% of encounters. A substantial portion
of recoveries in the latter category were the result of
work carried out by H. Lumsden on behalf on the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Specific
surveys and collections contributed 7.1% of the
records. Nearly 60% of the recoveries involved
hunting while other banding operations were
responsible for another 20% of the reports. The
remaining birds were obtained by a variety of other
means (Table 8). The majority of recoveries (over
70%) involved birds that were dead (Table 7) which
reflects hunting activities. Over 21% of the birds
were released with their bands attached thus allowing
opportunities for future encounters.

Longevity

Some indication of longevity of the species can be
obtained from the recovery data although there is an
obvious negative bias caused by hunting. Countering
this bias is the possibility that bands might be lost.
The average age at recovery was 31.6 months. The
oldest bird at recovery was just over 16 years. This is
far short of the longevity possible (23 years in the
wild, 42 years in captivity) reported by Terres [4].
Because banding has been conducted for only 20
years, we can not expect to match this record for
several years. With a recovery rate of about 11% of
the birds banded, there appears to be a reasonable
possibility that older birds might be encountered in
future. A frequency distribution chart of the age of

birds recovered (Fig. 2) does not show the anticipated
pattern of strong skewing towards recovery of young
birds. Instead, the data show a hint of periodicity in
an annual cycle of enhanced mortality which
coincides with age of the birds during the hunting

season.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A total of 3872 Canada Geese were banded at
Mountsberg between 1977 and 1995. Approximately
11% (506 birds) have been recovered, primarily by
hunters. Geese have been recovered in 14 political
jurisdictions but the majority have been recovered
near Mountsberg indicating that the species is
relatively sedentary.
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Figure 1.Distribution of Recovered Canada Geese banded at Mountsberg, 1977-1995.
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Table 1 Sources of Canada Geese banded at Table 3 Numbers of recovered birds and total
Mountsberg, 1977-1996 Canada Geese banded annually at

Mountsberg, 1977-1995
Location Number Y
Year No. No P
Mountsberg 2007 51.83% Recs Banded
Burlington 867 22.39% 1977 52 R ~
Promenade 464 11.98% 1978 16 R R
Mississauga 253 6.53% 1979 5 . .
Conestoga 88 2.27% 1980 45 | 211 21.33%
Valens 81 2.09% 1981 45 208 21.63%
Carlisle 29 0.75% 1982 13 62 20.97%
Acton 25 0.65% 1983 19 101 18.81%
Freelton 23 0.59% 1984 13 116 11.21%
Halton Co. 17 0.44% 1985 4 33 7.559%
Lowville 9 0.23% 1986 13 100 13.00%
Nassagaweya b 0.13% 1987 11 95 11.58%
Oakville 3 0.08% 1988 30 267 11.24%
Milton 1 0.03% 1989 2 31 6.45%
Total 3872 100% 1990 37 520 7.12%
1991 122 968 12.60%
1992 45 244 18.44%
Table 2 Age and sex of Canada Geese banded 1993 4 87 4.60%
at Mounstberg, 1977 to 1996
1994 9 99 9.09%
Age M F U Total
=== 1995 9 346 2.60%
Local 965 | 1096 7] 2068 1996 ) 364 i
HY 60| 9 0 152
Total 421 3872 10.87%
AHY 603 | 768 2] 1373
SY 32| 35 0 67
ASY 158 | 44 0 202
U 1 9 0 10
Total 1819 | 2044 9] 3872
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Table 4. Recovery locations of Canada Geese banded at Mountsberg, 1977 to 1995.

Code Region No To Date of First Recovery
668 Ontario 383 75.69% 06-Oct-77
172 Pennsylvania 38 7.51% 24-May-82
266 Ohio 31 6.13% 23-Oct-89
188 Virginia 16 3.16% 26-Dec-83
161 New York 14 2.77% 07-Oct-81
236 lowa 5 0.99% 21-Jun-83
249 Michigan 4 0.79% 20-Oct-92
367 Oklahoma 3 0.59% 28-Jun-85
282 Tennessee 3 0.59% 25-Dec-83
190 West Virginia 2 0.40% 21-Dec-91
146 Maryland 2 0.40% 07-Jan-78
381 South Dakota 1 0.20% 25-Mar-85
163 North Carolina 1 0.20% 18-Jan-85
235 Indiana 1 0.20% 16-Jan-84
180 South Carolina 1 0.20% 02-Mar-82

0 Unknown 1 0.20%
Total 506 100%

Table 5 Distribution of ag

e and sex of recovered Canada Geese banded at Mountsberg, 1977 to 1995

0 4 5 6
Code Age Unknown Male Female Other Total Y

Unknown 0 0 0 1 1 0.20%
Local 4 115 122 0 241 47.63%
HY 0 7 10 0 17 3.36%
AHY 1 95 120 0 216 42.69%
SY I 4 0 0 5 0.99%
ASY 0 20 6 0 26 5.14%
Total 6 241 258 1 506

Yo 1.19% 47.63% 50.99% 0.20% 100%
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Table 6 Summary of "Who Obtained Codes” reported for recovered
Canada Geese banded at Mountsberg, 1977-1995

Code Explanation No. e

21 | Finder 288 56.92%
22 | State, Provincial, Federal 145 28.66%
23 | Bird Bander 28 5.53%
26 | Canadian Parts Collection Sury 18 3.56%
20 | Miscellaneous 9 1.78%
27 | Canadian Mail Survey 8 1.58%
25 | US Mail Survey 5 0.99%
24 1 US Parts Collection Surv 5 0.99%

Total 506 100%

Table 7 Summary of "Present Condition Codes” reported for
recovered Canada Geese banded at Mountsberg, 1977-1995.

Code Explanation No. %

3 | Dead; Band status unknown 207 40.91%

5 [ Dead; Band removed 148 29.25%

7 | Alive; Band on bird 107 21.15%

8 | Alive; Band removed 33 6.52%

2 | Unknown; Band removed 6 1.19%

4 | Dead; Band on bird 4 0.79%

12 | Alive; Band unknown 1 0.20%
Total 506 100%

RS RS
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COMMENTARY ON THE 1995 BANDING REPORT

David Shepherd'

%%W%WQWM&W%QWWW?W%& ey

The reported total of 55,181 birds banded in Ontario
in 1995 is a little above the 10-year average
However, the number of species involved, 195 (plus
five additional "forms), is a little below the recent
average, due almost certainly to a lack of reports
from rehabilitation centres other than Mountsberg.

Data were received from 12 individuals and seven
organized groups, which is also about average.
Disappointingly, no report was received from Innis
Point Bird Observatory (previously the Ottawa
Banding Group), but a welcome addition came from
John Woodcock, who operates in the Thunder Bay
area. John was, in fact, banding in 1993 and 1994
and his results from those years appeared in a recent
OBBA Newsletter. The year also saw a return to
banding operations at Prince Edward Point, when
Eric Machell set up a spring migration monitoring
station there, the encouraging results from which are
reported.

Organized groups banded 44,499 birds, or 80.6% of
the total, although this statistic is getting a little
"grey" lately now as John Miles is now running
another migration monitoring station at Selkirk
Provincial Park. Ten out of the 19 respondents
reported a total of over 1000 birds banded, and ten
also reported species totals over 50. As usual, Long
Point Bird Observatory (LPBO) headed the lists both
for total birds and species banded, with 19,739
individuals of 136 species. However their species
diversity is the lowest since 1988 and a far cry from
the 182 achieved in 1985; indeed Toronto Bird
Observatory (TBO) weren't far behind with 116,
while Thunder Cape Bird Observatory (TCBO)
managed a very respectable 106 species. Dave
Lamble again headed the individual banders with a
very creditable 3940 birds of 86 species.

Some banders again laudably focused their attention
on individual species: specifically Bob Hubert with
120 Purple Martins (100% of the provincial total),
226 Wood Ducks (56%) and 135 Eastern Bluebirds
(41%), Dave Lamble with 1042 Mallard (75%), 372
Blue-winged Teal (99%) and 865 Tree Swallows, and
Mountsberg with 284 Ring-necked Ducks (100%),
364 Canada Geese (56%) and 442 American Tree
Sparrows (47%).

285 Paisley Street, Guelph, Ontario, N1H 2P8
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Of the rare and unusual species banded in 1993,
LPBO was, as usual, responsible for most of the
Carolinian and overshoot species. Their total of 82
Hooded Warblers was the highest ever. LPBO also
snagged one of the remarkable number of four new
species to be banded in Ontario in 1995, in the
colourful form of a Varied Bunting. Not content with
two Summer Tanagers banded in 1994, TCBO
proceeded to trap two Western Tanagers. At this rate,
can we expect two Hepatic Tanagers in 19967 As if
they needed a bonus, they also ground-trapped a
White-winged Dove! The other addition was a Lark
Bunting from Prince Edward Point.

The 20 most numerous species banded in 1995 are
shown in Table 1, together with comparable figures
over the last 10 years. Martin McNicholl (1985,
1986) addressed the difficulty of assessing significant
changes in numbers of birds banded from the
incomplete data received by the OBBA on which the
summaries are based. However, some conclusions
may reasonably be drawn, provided the basis for the
data is taken into account.

Black-capped Chickadees surged into first place with
2754, essentially on the huge contribution from
TCBO. I doubt very much if TCBO deliberately
targeted Black-capped Chickadees but their total of
1879 was still 68% of the total. My cuticles cringe at
the thought of all those vicious little bills! Most of
the species listed are usually somewhere near the top,
but some comments are in order. Slate-colored
Juncos put in their best showing in the last 10 years
at 2565. Although Sharp-shinned Hawk was fifth at
2299, the numbers are still some 30% shy of the
results for 1991 and 1993. As mentioned in last year's
report (Machell, 1996), Golden-crowned Kinglets
now feature again with the advent of a smaller band,
but LPBO's contribution of 1563 pushed their total
way up for the year, and the species into sixth place.
Thanks mainly to Dave Lamble's efforts, Mallard
features near the top of the heap for the first time in
many years. Two species to show a substantial and
welcome increase over their average numbers were
Hermit and Swainson's Thrushes. Red-tailed Hawks
were just over twice their average at 1047.
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