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BANDING IN ONTARIO 1994

W.D. Mcllveen!

Banding records were provided by eleven individuals and ten organized groups or their representatives
summarizing their banding totals for 1994. The data are tabulated in the table below.

Brander & Wilson

Cheskey
Dewey
Hubert
Lamble
Ludkin
Martin
Mcllveen

Miles, Miles & Dinniwell

Simser

Wyatt

AOU Species
7.0 {Common Loon
6.0 {Pied-billed Grebe 1
3.0 |Horned Grebe
2.0 |Red-necked Grebe

120.0 |Double-crested Cormorant

194.0 |Great Blue Heron
201.0 |Green-backed Heron
178.2 {Mute Swan

172.0 {Canada Goose 7
144.0 |Wood Duck 116 9
139.0 |Green-winged Teal 1 5
133.0 | American Black Duck 17
132.0 |Mallard 211 749
132.1 |Mallard X Black Hybrid 9
143.0 |Northern Pintail 1
140.0 |Blue-winged Teal 20| 332
135.0 jGadwall

146.0 {Redhead , 19
150.0 {Ring-necked Duck 1

148.0 | Greater Scaup

149.0 |Lesser Scaup

153.0 |Bufflehead

131.0 {Hooded Merganser
129.0 |Common Merganser
364.0 [Osprey

331.0 [Northern Harrier 1
332.0 |Sharp-shinned Hawk
333.0 {Cooper’s Hawk
334.0 |Northern Goshawk
339.0 |Red-shouldered Hawk

343.0 |Broad-winged Hawk 1
337.0 |Red-tailed Hawk 12
347.0 |Rough-legged Hawk 2
349.0 |Golden Eagle

360.0 {American Kestrel 1
357.0 {Merlin 1

356.0 |Peregrine Falcon
274.0 |Semipalmated Plover
273.0 |Killdeer

263.0 |Spotted Sandpiper

B W —

I R.R.#1, Acton, Ontario, L7J 2L7
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Species
1 Common Loon 1 1
2 Pied-billed Grebe 2 3
14 Horned Grebe 1 14
2 1 Red-necked Grebe 2 3
18 117 |Double-crested Cormorant 2 135
1 2 {Great Blue Heron 2 3
1 {Green-backed Heron 1 1
2 Mute Swan 1 2
26 98 1 {Canada Goose 4 132
4 Wood Duck 3 129
3 Green-winged Teal 3 9
American Black Duck 1 17
50 47 Mallard 4 867
Mallard X Black Hybrid 1 9
Northern Pintail 1 1
2 Blue-winged Teal 3 354
4 Gadwall 1 4
Redhead 1 19
439 Ring-necked Duck 2 440
1 Greater Scaup 1 1
7 Lesser Scaup 1 7
19 Bufflehead 1 19
1 |Hooded Merganser 1 1
1 Common Merganser 1 1
60 Osprey 1 60
4 276 11 18 |Northern Harrier 5 310
1 1 {1260 | 431 77 474 50 {Sharp-shinned Hawk 81 2295
1 21 921 22 3 1 11 |Cooper’s Hawk 7 132
1 11 2 5 14 {Northern Goshawk 5 33
1 7 2 2 {Red-shouldered Hawk 4 12
2 6 Broad-winged Hawk 3 9
7 91 | 407 24 25 |Red-tailed Hawk 6 566
10 Rough-legged Hawk 2 12
1 Golden Eagle 1 1
4 58 1 630 68 2 22 |American Kestrel 7 785
1 38 4 1 4 [Merlin 6 49
1 3 | |Peregrine Falcon 3 5
3 Semipalmated Plover 2 4
2 2 2 Killdeer 4 9
2 6 Spotted Sandpiper 4 12
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AQU Species

Brander & Wilson

Cheskey

l Dewey

Hubert

283.0 {Ruddy Turnstone
234.0 {Red Knot
248.0 |Sanderling
246.0 |Semipalmated Sandpiper
242.0 {Least Sandpiper

Lamble

—

Ludkin

Martin

Mcllveen

Miles, Miles & Dinniwell

Simser

Wyatt

239.0 {Pectoral Sandpiper
243.0 {Dunlin

230.0 {Common Snipe
228.0 {Amertcan Woodcock
54.0 {Ring-bilied Gull

L) =

51.0 {Herring Gull
43.1 |Thayer's Gull
42.0 {Glaucous Gull
70.0 {Common Tem
316.0 |Mourning Dove

128

388.0 |Black-billed Cuckoo
387.0 | Yellow-billed Cuckoo
373.0 {Eastern Screech-Owl
375.0 {Great Horped Owl
376.0 |Snowy Owl

368.0 {Barred Owl

370.0 {Great Gray Owl

366.0 {Long-eared Owl

372.0 |Northern Saw-whet Owl
420.0 |Common Nighthawk

423.0 [Chimney Swift

428.0 |Ruby-throated Hummingbird
390.0 |Belted Kingfisher

406.0 |Red-headed Woodpecker
409.0 {Red-bellied Woodpecker

402.0 | Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
394.0 {Downy Woodpecker
393.0 |Hairy Woodpecker
412.0 | Yellow-shafted Flicker

412.3 | Yellow x Red Shafted Flicker

N 2

BB

405.0 |Pileated Woodpecker
459.0 |Olive-sided Flycatcher
461.0 |Eastern Wood-Pewee
463.0 | Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
465.0 |Acadian Flycatcher

[ RS

466.1 |{Alder Flycatcher
466.4 |Willow Flycatcher
466.0 |"Traill’s" Flycatcher
467.0 |Least Flycatcher
456.0 |Eastern Phoebe

452.0 |Great Crested Flycatcher
4440 |Eastern Kingbird

474.0 |Horned Lark

611.0 |Purple Martin

614.0 | Tree Swallow

120

Pt (D

196

130

310

617.0 IN. Rough-winged Swallow
616.0 |Bank Swallow

612.0 |Cliff Swallow

613.0 |Barn Swallow

484.0 |Gray Jay

192
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Species
1 Ruddy Turnstone 1 1
1 Red Knot 1 1
4 Sanderling 1 4
2 Semipalmated Sandpiper 2 3
Least Sandpiper 1 1
Pectoral Sandpiper 1 2
1 Dunlin 1 1
Common Snipe 1 1
1 6 15 | American Woodcock 5 27
9 33 |Ring-billed Gull 2 42
11§ 459 1 81 |Herring Gull 4] 552
1 Thayer’s Gull 1 1
1 Glaucous Gull 1 I
77 440 |Common Tern 2 517
26 9 9 1 6 50 {Mourning Dove 12 247
21 2 Black-billed Cuckoo 3 24
11 Yellow-billed Cuckoo 1 11
1 3 1 7 |Eastern Screech-Owl 5 13
1 1 |Great Horned Owl 2 2
14 Snowy Owl 1 14
1 |Barred Owl 1 1
Great Gray Owl 1 1
2 2 |Long-eared Owl 2 4
2 1 1 7 400 121 |Northern Saw-whet Owl 7 533
1 20 Common Nighthawk 2 21
4 Chimney Swift 1 4
16 Ruby-throated Hummingbird 1 16
1 3 |Belted Kingfisher 4 13
6 Red-headed Woodpecker 1 6
1 Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 1
3 40 2 4 4 | Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 6 54
23 181 35 9 |Downy Woodpecker 13 109
4 9 14 |Hairy Woodpecker 5 35
3 1 53 31 23 15 |Yellow-shafted Flicker 13 116
1 Yellow x Red Shafted Flicker 1 1
7 1 |Pileated Woodpecker 2 8
4 1 Olive-sided Flycatcher 2 5
109 8 3 3 |Eastern Wood-Pewee 7 130
162 21 37 17 | Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 9 233
1 Acadian Flycatcher 1 1
21 82 Alder Flycatcher 2 84
3 1 |Willow Flycatcher 2 4
3 300 5 21 {"Traill’s" Flycatcher 7 349
2 524 151 36 36 |Least Flycatcher 10 645
2 441 26 1 26 {Eastern Phoebe 9 119
2 13 2 11 |Great Crested Flycatcher 7 33
1 50 4 1 4 |Eastern Kingbird 7 62
3 32 {Horned Lark 2 35
75 Purple Martin 2 195
77 793 | 199 1 72 |Tree Swallow 91 2800
3 | N. Rough-winged Swallow 3 5
2 I 10 99 |Bank Swallow 5 304
2 2 2 Cliff Swallow 4 8
2 6 34 14 28 |Barn Swallow 6 132
2 | |Gray Jay 2 3
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477.0
488.0
735.0
740.0
731.0

Blue Jay

American Crow
Black-capped Chickadee
Boreal Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse

Brander & Wilson

3

9

Cheskey

37

Dewey

AOQU Species

e A e S

2

70

Hubert

Lamble

Ludkin

11

Martin

Mclilveen

23

Miles, Miles & Dinniwell

Simser

2]
W

728.0
727.0
726.0
718.0
721.0

Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren

House Wren

e N BND

[

22

13

722.0
724.0
725.0
748.0
749.0

Winter Wren

Sedge Wren

Marsh Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

26
34

25

76
59

751.0
766.0
756.0
757.0
758.0

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Eastern Bluebird
Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson’s Thrush

102

14

3]

104

19

759.0
755.0
761.0
704.0
703.0

Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush
American Robin

Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird

I
58

16

(S R

(A b

13
16

GOl b b

s e
~3 N

11

705.0
697.0
618.0
619.0
621.0

Brown Thrasher
American Pipit
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing
Northern Shrike

17

poih

12

B

493.0
631.0
629.0
628.0
627.0

European Starling
White-eved Vireo
Solitary Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo
Warbling Vireo

30

626.0
624.0
641.0
642.0
641.2

Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Brewster's Warbler

s R

11

647.0
646.0
645.0
648.0
652.0

Tennessee Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashvilie Warbler
Northern Parula

Yellow Warbler

ot

659.0
657.0
650.0
654.0
655.0

Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler
Black-thr’t Blue Warbler
Myrtle Warbler

[e el E N

D2

o

fonwy

667.0
662.0
663.0
674.0
673.0

Black-thr’d Green Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler
Pine Warbler

Prairie Warbler

[FS 31U (]

—qd e b b
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Species
11 718 1] 193 84 |Blue Jay 14| 1083
5 19 3 1 American Crow 4 28
71 128 1 289 | 171 200 |Black-capped Chickadee 16 | 1187
1 1 Boreal Chickadee 2 2
1 Tufted Titmouse 1 1
8 159 221 2 {Red-breasted Nuthatch 9 400
3 5 5 2 |White-breasted Nuthatch 9 32
1 495 10| 55 47 |Brown Creeper 11 628
8 2 |Carolina Wren 2 10
6 165 4 16 |House Wren 11 282
110 2 6 65 |Winter Wren 7 213
2 5 Sedge Wren 2 7
22 1 Marsh Wren 2 23
585 491 130 175 |Golden-crowned Kinglet 10| 1046
10 12111 143 47 189 {Ruby-crowned Kinglet 10| 1719
41 9 |Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 2 50
42 10 24 Eastern Bluebird 8 303
1 101 12 4 37 {Veery 12 169
169 1 4 |Gray-cheeked Thrush 5 184
1 384 1 38 85 |Swainson’s Thrush 11 539
1 439 23 11 265 |Hermit Thrush 12 781
1 50 2 2 I1Wood Thrush 8 83
35 8 115 66 4 64 | American Robin 15 441
1 28 288 41 31 |Gray Catbird 11 504
1 1 Northern Mockingbird 2 2
1 79 4 1 8 {Brown Thrasher 8 99
4 American Pipit 1 4
1 Bohemian Waxwing 1 1
3 97 67 65| 118 15 |Cedar Waxwing 11 412
1 1 2 [Northern Shrike 4 5
4 10 81 5 20 |European Starling 8 154
6 White-eyed Vireo 1 6
44 7 23 13 |Solitary Vireo 6 89
1 Yellow-throated Vireo 2 2
4 34 12 12 |Warbling Vireo 8 120
28 3 18 10 |Philadelphia Vireo 7 62
| 2 180 29 75 35 {Red-eyed Vireo 14 360
1 13 2 |Blue-winged Warbler 4 19
5 1 | |Golden-winged Warbler 4 9
Brewster's Warbler 1 1
1 14 73 61 306 11 |Tennessee Warbler 11 430
9 41 26 11 {Orange-crowned Warbler 6 52
5 121 48 | 356 78 |Nashville Warbler 14 651
5 11 2 |Northern Parula 4 19
10 508 | 107 26 34 |Yellow Warbler 10 801
82 11 85 40 |Chestnut-sided Warbler 9 237
4 518 21} 207 175 |Magnolia Warbler 12| 973
102 11 177 6 {Cape May Warbler 6] 291
1 125 9 20 42 {Black-thr’'t Blue Warbler 12 208
2 7 545 | 147 | 291 147 |Myrtle Warbler 151 1171
62 91 121 7 |Black-thr’d Green Warbler 8 206
1 25 51 4 [Blackburnian Warbler 7 84
1 Yellow-throated Warbler 1 1
11 1 {Pine Warbler 2 12
1 |{Prairie Warbler 1 1
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672.0 |Palm Warbler

660.0 |Bay-breasted Warbler
661.0 |Blackpoll Warbler

658.0 {Cerulean Warbler

636.0 |Black-and-white Warbler

Brander & Wilson

Cheskey

1
3

Dewey

Hubert

Lamble

AQU Species

——— e A A A Y O R ———

Ludkin

Martin

Mcllveen

Miles, Miles & Dinniwell

Simser

Wyatt

687.0 |American Redstart
639.0 | Worm-eating Warbler
674.0 |Ovenbird

675.0 |Northern Waterthrush
676.0 |Louisiana Waterthrush

12

677.0 |Kentucky Warbler
678.0 |Connecticut Warbler
679.0 |Mourning Warbler
681.0 |Common Yellowthroat
684.0 |Hooded Warbler

[y

oy

685.0 |Wilson’s Warbler
686.0 |Canada Warbler
683.0 1 Yellow-breasted Chat
610.0 |Summer Tanager
608.0 {Scarlet Tanager

—

—

593.0 |Northern Cardinal
595.0 {Rose-breasted Grosbeak
598.0 |Indigo Bunting

587.0 |Rufous-sided Towhee
559.0 |American Tree Sparrow

40

96

— D = N e

560.0 |Chipping Sparrow
561.0 {Clay-colored Sparrow
563.0 {Field Sparrow

540.0 |Vesper Sparrow
542.0 |Savannah Sparrow

18

43

11
12

546.0 |Grasshopper Sparrow
547.0 {Henslow’s Sparrow
548.0 |LeConte’s Sparrow
585.0 |Fox Sparrow

581.0 |Song Sparrow

13

71

13
27

11

583.0 |Lincoln’s Sparrow
584.0 |Swamp Sparrow

558.0 |White-throated Sparrow
554.0 |White-crowned Sparrow

554.9 |White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel’s)

10
15

21

~] N ==

20

W U

553.0 {Harris’ Sparrow
567.0 |Slate-colored Junco
536.0 |Lapland Longspur
534.0 |Snow Bunting
494.0 {Bobolink

331

39

309

75

498.0 {Red-winged Blackbird
501.0 |Eastern Meadowlark
497.0 | Yellow-headed Blackbird
509.0 {Rusty Blackbird

511.0 |Common Grackle

495.0 {Brown-headed Cowbird
506.0 |Orchard Oriole

507.0 |Baltimore Oriole

515.0 |Pine Grosbeak

517.0 |Purple Finch

3

18

30

15

AT
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Species
100 91 200 20 {Palm Warbler 7 333
43 1 56 4 [Bay-breasted Warbler 7 110
3 298 51 28 12 [Blackpoll Warbler 6 348
1 Cerulean Warbler 1 1
128 341 117 33 |Black-and-white Warbler 9 323
2 300 251 322 2| 86 |American Redstart 13 780
1 Worm-eating Warbler 1 1
3 1 132} 37} 33 49 |Ovenbird 14 308
1 149 51 47 9 |Northern Waterthrush 9 217
| Louisiana Waterthrush 1 1
1 Kentucky Warbler 2 2
8 1 |Connecticut Warbler 2 9
1 2 30 21 49 12 {Mourning Warbler 11 129
2 26 2871 331 20 84 [Common Yellowthroat 13 516
1 5 1 1 {Hooded Warbler 4 8
4 98 81 39 58 [Wilson’s Warbler 10 215
1 114 1] 110 44 |Canada Warbler 11 282
5 Yellow-breasted Chat 1 5
2 Summer Tanager 2 4
2 16 3 3 4 iScarlet Tanager 6 20
1 76 4 8 |Northern Cardinal 13 151
2 1 84 6] 26 13 |Rose-breasted Grosbeak 12 164
16 26 3 5 | |Indigo Bunting 7 55
52 1 {Rufous-sided Towhee 3 54
231 81 35 17 9 | 82 [American Tree Sparrow 12 796
1 24 240 | 221307 71 20 |Chipping Sparrow 14 ] 1708
12 Clay-colored Sparrow 1 12
8 82 9 12 |Field Sparrow 10 128
1 1 Vesper Sparrow 2 2
7 331 44 176 | |Savannah Sparrow 7 123
1 |Grasshopper Sparrow 1 1
1 Henslow’s Sparrow 1 1
1 4 LeConte’s Sparrow 2 5
6 49 7 |Fox Sparrow 6 82
283 502 711 121 2 85 |Song Sparrow 15 { 1260
1 3 114 1 38 28 |Lincoln’s Sparrow 11 204
24 237 181 38 49 [Swamp Sparrow 11 395
2 43 1151 181 152§ 54| 326 |White-throated Sparrow 16 ] 1921
20 3911 102 17 2} 39 |White-crowned Sparrow 11 602
4 33 White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel’s) 3 40
1 Harris’ Sparrow 1 |
109 624 T 282{ 45| 99 |Slate-colored Junco 151 1939
1 2 2 {Lapland Longspur 3 5
240 1] 86 3 210 {Snow Bunting 5 540
4 1 1 Bobolink 4 8
67 908 | 31 171 41 30 |Red-winged Blackbird 11} 1115
1 Eastern Meadowlark 1 1
1 Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 1
8 5 Rusty Blackbird 2 13
6 52 523 10 29 83 |[Common Grackle 11 780
5 518 6 7 63 |Brown-headed Cowbird 12 713
6 Orchard Oriole 2 16
5 66| 24 6 7 |Baltimore Oriole 11 139
4 |Pine Grosbeak 1 4
2 20 81 175 13 8 |Purple Finch 11 281
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70
77

4
29

NeAM

644 | 674
57

Josung

14
1
10
5
75

[PATUTIC] 7SI ‘ST

42 11041

UIRAIOW

24
49

G

205 | 407

49

upay

18
28
95

spquiery

214
1

380 13995

agny

76
35
124
57

Koma(g

4

A3%souD (o

434 | 3191 633
3

22

UOS[IAN B Jopurlg

Species

House Finch
Total Birds
No. Species

522.0 {White-winged Crossbill

528.0 {Common Redpoll
527.0 {Hoary Redpoll

533.0 |Pine Siskin
529.0 jAmerican Goldfinch

514.0 {Evening Grosbeak
688.2 |House Sparrow

519.0

AQU
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Species
8 135 108 1 129 {House Finch 9 775
1 White-winged Crossbill 1 1
709 185 2 1 | 447 {Common Redpoll 10 | 1647
Hoary Redpoll 1 1
12 970 | 64 Pine Siskin 41 1047
679 442 91 15] 32} 49 |American Goldfinch 131 1436
1 21 233 21 |Evening Grosbeak 5 258
5 31 3 |House Sparrow 6 61
276 | 614 14004 |2737 | 567 | 18425|2418 18587 | 281 [5622 [Total Birds 52305
55 41 871 121 11 142 1 951 102 151 130 {No. Species 213
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THE 1994 LONG POINT BANDING SUMMARY

Jon I\/Ic:Cracken1

LPBO completed its 35th year of migration
monitoring in 1994. The total of 18,410 birds
(involving 142 species and forms) banded was close
to the 10-year average. Including 8587 birds
banded at Thunder Cape in 1994, LPBO’s grand
total now stands at 485,000 birds of 260 species.

Twenty-five recoveries and six foreign retraps were
reported in 1994 (Tables 1 and 2). Of special
interest were a near record 10 year-old "“Slate-
colored” Junco and a Gray Catbird that was
recovered on the Gulf Coast (1500 km away) only

record highs were set for 5 species (Table 3). In
descending order, the top 10 species banded were
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (1211), White-throated
Sparrow (1151), Red-winged Blackbird (908), Tree
Swallow (793), Blue Jay (718), "Slate-colored”
Junco (624), Golden-crowned Kinglet (585),
“Myrtle" Warbler (545), Least Flycatcher (524), and
Common Grackle (523). Together, these 10 species
accounted for 41% of the banding total.

The most productive banding station was Old Cut
(7152 birds), followed by the Tip (6886) and

21 days after banding.

No new species were added to our banding list, but

Breakwater (3614). The remaining 758 birds
(primarily Tree Swallows) were banded at various

sites located on the mainland.

T A s e
Table 1. Recoveries reported to LPBO in 1994.

Banding  Recovery Recovery Distance &
Species LPBO Bander Date Date Location Direction

Sharp-shinned Hawk T. Engberg 09-22-93  10-02-93 Hawk Cliff, ON 93 km W
Cooper’s Hawk M. Bacro 10-12-91  01-77-94 Crossville, TN 844 km SSW
Cooper’s Hawk R. Ridout 09-19-91  03-10-94 Peru, IN 480 km WSW
Tree Swallow L. Brown 06-13-92 11-77-92  Port Rowan, ON 10 km NW
Tree Swallow E. Nixon 06-11-92  04-28-93 Cornell, NY 300 km E
Barn Swallow D. Buckingham 08-07-91  05-07-93 Navarre Unit, OH 230 km SSW
Blue Jay P. Stanbury 05-05-92  09-01-92 Cottam, ON 220 WSW
Blue Jay R. Boardman 05-13-93  09-23-93 Kingsville, ON 215 km WSW
Blue Jay N. Elliot 05-16-94  09-23-94 Rochester, NY 215 km ENE
Black-capped Chickadee  P. Prior 10-26-93  11-29-93 Thorndale, ON 92 km NW
Brown Creeper P. Prior 10-19-93  10-14-94 Brampton, ON 128 km N
American Robin D. Allinson 09-12-90  08-22-94 Long Pt, ON 5kmW
Gray Catbird A. Blunden 09-24-93  10-15-93 Fort Morgan, AL 1544 km SSW
Gray Catbird P. Guillotte 05-23-94  06-07-94 Franklin, PA 132 km SSE
Warbling Vireo K. Akerman 08-07-91  05-07-93 Navarre Unit, OH 230 km SSW
"Myrtle” Warbler D. Brenner 10-06-93 10-12-94 Burdett, NY 288 km E
Common Yellowthroat K. Simpson 05-21-94  05-24-94 Muggs Island, ON 136 km NNE
Northern Waterthrush R.D. McCrae 07-27-88  04-19-94 Guelph, ON 110 km N
Common Grackle R. Frost 05-04-88  05-11-94 Troupsburg, NY 240 km E
Common Grackle C. Potter 05-07-93  08-77-94 Erie, PA 48 km S
Common Grackle P. Jones 05-19-93  07-24-94 Brook Pk, OH 200 km SW
Common Grackle P. Prior 04-20-94  (7-28-94 Stevensville, ON 100 km ENE
Brown-hd. Cowbird M. Watson 04-15-89  05-20-94 Derby, NY 120 km E
Brown-hd. Cowbird D. Goodyear 04-20-92  02-06-94 Matthews, MO 1040 km SW
American Goldfinch C. Wall 05-23-93  01-30-94 Bristol, TN 692 km SSW

1 Long Point Bird Observatory, Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario, NOE 1MO

Ontario Bird Banding Vol. 27 (1994)
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Table 2. Foreign recoveries recently encountered at Long Point.

Species Banding Recovery Banding
Date Date  Location

Red-tailed Hawk 10-11-90 05-26-93 Whitby, ON

Yellow Warbler 05-08-90 05-03-93 Greece, NY

Blk.-thr. Blue Warbler 09-27-89 05-09-93 Jordan Run, WV
Slate-colored Junco 11-29-83 04-10-93 Meadville, PA
Slate-colored Junco 10-08-89 04-20-93 Stahlstown, PA

House Finch 03-30-93 04-15-93 Madison, OH
T ————
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Table 3. Birds banded at Long Point in 1994.1

Species

Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
American Kestrel
Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer

Spotted Sandpiper
Ruddy Turnstone

Red Knot

Sanderling
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Dunlin

American Woodcock
Herring Guil

Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Eastern Screech-Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl
Chimney Swift
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
"Yellow-shafted" Flicker
Flicker intergrade
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Yellow-bell’d Fiycatcher
Acadian Flycatcher
"Traill’s" Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher

Eastern Phoebe

Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird

Tree Swallow

N. Rough-winged Swall.
Bank Swallow

Barn Swallow

Blue Jay

American Crow
Black-capped Chickadee
Eastern Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren

House Wren

Winter Wren

Sedge Wren

Number Number Number
Banded | Species Banded| Species Banded
77| Marsh Wren 22| Louisiana Waterthrush 1
3| Golden-crowned Kinglet 585| Kentucky Warbler i
2| Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1211 Connecticut Warbler 8
3| Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 41 {Mourning Warbler 30
2| Eastern Bluebird 10} Common Yellowthroat 287
21 Veery 101 | Hooded Warbler 5
1 { Gray-cheeked Thrush 169} Wilson’s Warbler 98
1|Swainson’s Thrush 384| Canada Warbler 114
4| Hermit Thrush 439 Yellow-breasted Chat 5
21 Wood Thrush 50| Scarlet Tanager 16
1| American Robin 115} Northern Cardinal 76
6| Gray Catbird 288| Rose-breasted Grosbeak 84
1} Northern Mockingbird 1{Indigo Bunting 26
9| Brown Thrasher 79| Rufous-sided Towhee 52
21| American Pipit 4| American Tree Sparrow 81
11| Cedar Waxwing 67| Chipping Sparrow 240
1| Northern Shrike 1]Field Sparrow 82
7| European Starling 81| Vesper Sparrow 1
41 White-eyed Vireo 6|Savannah Sparrow 33
6 Solitary Vireo 441 Henslow’s Sparrow 1
1} Yellow-throated Vireo 1|Le Conte’s Sparrow 1
40| Warbling Vireo 84{Fox Sparrow 49
23| Philadelphia Vireo 28] Song Sparrow 502
53| Red-eyed Vireo 180§ Lincoln’s Sparrow 114
1|Blue-winged Warbler 13| Swamp Sparrow 237
4] Golden-winged Warbler 5| White-throated Sparrow 1151
109 Tennessee Warbler 73 | White-crowned Sparrow 391
162 | Orange-crowned Warbler 9| Gambel’s Wh-crn Sparrow 4
1{Nashville Warbler 121 | "Slate-colored” Junco 624
300| Northern Parula 5| Snow Bunting 1
524 Yellow Warbler 508 | Bobolink 4
44| Chestnut-sided Warbler 82 | Red-winged Blackbird 908
13| Magnolia Warbler 5181 Yellow-headed Blackbird 1
50| Cape May Warbler 102 } Rusty Blackbird 8
793 i Black-thr. Blue Warbler 125} Common Grackle 523
3| "Myrtle” Warbler 545 } Brown-headed Cowbird 518
1|Black-thr. Green Warbler 62| Orchard Oriole 6
34| Blackburnian Warbler 251 "Baltimore” Oriole 66
718} Yellow-throated Warbler 1] Purple Finch 20
3{Pine Warbler 11} House Finch 108
128 "Western" Palm Warbler 100 } Pine Siskin 12
1| Bay-breasted Warbler 43 | American Goldfinch 442
159 Blackpoll Warbler 298 | Evening Grosbeak 1
5] Cerulean Warbler 1 | House Sparrow 31
495| Black-and-white Warbler 128
8| American Redstart 300} Species & Forms 142
165 Worm-eating Warbler 1} Total Number 18410
110} Ovenbird 132| Lrecord highs are
2| Northern Waterthrush 149 | underlined
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1994

RAPTOR BANDING AT HOLIDAY BEACH CONSERVATION

AREA,

Thomas W. Carpenterl, Arthur L. Carpenterz, and Phil Roberts>

INTRODUCTION

This was the fifth full fall of raptor banding at
Holiday Beach Conservation Area (HBCA). We
trapped hawks on 59 days from 6 September - 22
December; 570 hawks were banded (Table 1), and
there were five foreign retraps. A total of 349.4
hours were spent trapping. The mean number of
hawks banded per day, 9.66, was the lowest since
1990, as was the mean number of hawks banded
per hour, 1.63. The best days were on 11 and 17
September when 56 and 53 hawks, respectively,
were banded. The lake station, located at the edge
of a soybean field 0.25 km north of the Lake Erie
shoreline, was the primary banding location in 1994
as in previous years. It was used from 6 September
to 19 November. The marsh station, located 1 km
north of the Lake Erie shoreline and saddled in the
natural buffer between an extensive agricultural
field and a marsh, was used on 12 days from 29
October-22 December. Thomas W. Carpenter and
Steve Dickson tied in terms of the number of days
of coverage, each being present for 23 days. Arthur
L. Carpenter spent 21 days banding, Phil Roberts 14
days, and Martin Wernaart 8 days.

The 1994 migration started out quite well; record
numbers of Sharp-shinned Hawks and American
Kestrels were banded during the first 3 weeks of
September. But then the migration slowed
considerably. Few hawks were present in late
September and October, normally peak migration
periods. November experienced normal levels of
migration, but by then most easily captured species
(accipiters and falcons) had migrated. Thus,
September was by far the best month, accounting
for 73% of all hawks banded in 1994. This
proportion is much higher than for previous years
(range 52-62%). For the second year in the station’s
five year history, some coverage occurred in
December. Two hawks were banded, as was true in
1992, the other year with December coverage.
Despite the generally poor migration, record
numbers of American Kestrels and Northern
Harriers were banded (Table 2).

The interpretive centre that was used as a banding
station for owls in previous falls burned down just
prior to the initiation of owl migration. Thus, we
attempted to capture Northern Saw-whet Owls on
only two nights -- on 19 October for half an hour at
the lake station and for 1.5 hours on 2 November at
the marsh station. A single Northern Saw-whet was
captured during the second attempt. We hope to
commence owl banding out of the second blind on
a fairly regular basis in 1995.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Accipiters. As usual, the Sharp-shinned Hawk was
the most numerous species banded (Table 1).
Females comprised 68% of the Sharp-shinned
Hawks banded, considerably more than in past falls
(range 48-61%). The proportion of females that
were adults, 17.3%, was much lower than normal
(range 27.3-50%). The poor migration during late
September and October was probably responsible
for the low proportion of adult females. Adults
comprised 22.8% of the males banded, close to the
average proportion of 22.7% for all years. The most
Sharp-shinned Hawks banded in a single day was
48 on 11 September. The four Sharp-shinned
Hawks banded in November was unprecedented; the
latest this species has been captured in past years
was 31 October. In 1994, the last Sharp-shinned
Hawk was banded on 25 November! There were
four foreign retraps. One was banded at Hawk Cliff
on 23 September 1993; we have yet to learn the
locations of the rest. There were also two recoveries
since last year: a HY F banded 6 October 1993 was
found dead 346 km SSW at Sharonville, Ohio on
26 December 1993, and another HY F banded 11
September 1994 struck a window on 22 September
1994 at Pontiac, Illinois; this bird flew due west!

The number of Cooper’s Hawks banded was below
average (Table 2). As usual, more males (64%) than
females were banded; most (79%) of the males
were HY. Only 25% of the females were adults.
Cooper’s Hawks were banded from 10 September -
26 November. Three on 10 October was the best

% Department of Biological Sciences, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio, 43403-0212, USA

3 3646 S. John Hix, Wayne, Michigan 48184, USA
RR No. 2, Essex, Ontario N§M 2%(6
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day. Two Northern Goshawks, both HY, were
banded -- a male on 30 October and a female on 10
November.

Falcons. More kestrels were banded than in
previous falls (Table 2). The majority (66%) were
females. Kestrels were banded from 7 September -
9 October. Twenty-one on 17 September was the
most banded in a single day. Four Merlins were
banded, with equal numbers of males and females.
One AHY F was banded; the rest were HY. We
also recaptured a HY F Merlin that had been
banded five days earlier at Hawk Cliff. All Merlins
were banded from 20-22 September.

Buteos. Almost all Redtails were banded in
November (Table 1). The majority (80%) were
HY’s. Lots of Redtails passed through in December,
but there was no coverage on most days with good
flights. We plan to improve coverage in December
in future years to better document these late
movements of Redtails through HBCA. Single HY
Red-shouldered Hawks were banded on 15 October
and 13 November.

Harriers. The highlight of the 1994 season was the
exceptionally high number of Northern Harriers. All
were HY M's, and most were banded at the lake
station. The most banded in a single day was 3 on
11 September.
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Table 1. Monthly summary of raptors banded at Holiday Beach Conservation Area, 1594.

Species September October November December Total
Sharp-shinned Hawk 329 98 4 431
American Kestrel 66 2 68
Red-tailed Hawk 1 2 26 1 30
Cooper’s Hawk 8 10 4 22
Northern Harrier 7 2 1 1 11
Merlin 4

Red-shouldered Hawk 1 1 2
Northern Goshawk 1 1

Northern Screech Owl |

Total 415 116 38 2 571
Days with coverage 22 21 13 3 59
Hours 148.2 119.7 69.5 12.0 3494

—
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Table 2. Yearly summary of raptors banded at Holiday Beach Conservation Area,
1989-94

Species 1989 ] 1990] 1991] 1992] 1993] 1994 ] Total
Sharp-shinned Hawk 325 681 359 550 431 2346
Cooper’s Hawk 6 33 39 13 41 22 154
Northern Goshawk 2 3 5 2 12
Northern Harrier 6 1 1 1 11 20
American Kestrel 25 41 23 44 68 201
Merlin 3 8 2 4 4 21
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 4 | 1 1 2 10
Broad-winged Hawk 1 1
Red-tailed Hawk 10 19 49 42 17 30 167
Total Hawks Banded 17 415 822 444 664 570 2932
Northern Saw-whet Owl 74 22 13 1 110
Eastern Screech Owl 3 2 5
Long-eared Owl 1 1
Total Owls Banded 78 22 15 1 116
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ANNUAL REPORT: 1994

Robert Hubert and Fran Hubert !

INTRODUCTION

The amazing migration of harriers made up for the
dismal showing of accipiters in 1994. In September
of 1993, the lake station banded 21 harriers and
quadrupled this number in September 1994 to 86.
The high numbers of Sharp-shinned Hawks to
which viewers have grown accustomed, did not
materialize in 1994.

The Hawk Cliff viewing weekends were extremely
gratifying. On September 10th, 1,400 Broad-winged
Hawks were observed and 1,700 on September
11th. On the next weekend, 1,200 Broad-wingeds
were seen on the first day and over 20,000 on the
following day. During the 2 weekends, 27,883
hawks were observed.

On October 2nd, a light-phase Swainson’s Hawk
became the second Swainson’s Hawk to be banded;
the first was in 1975.

THE MIGRATION

August

The first observed Sharp-shinned Hawks (2) were
recorded on August 5 along with 1 Cooper’s and 1
Osprey, | Red-tailed and 15 Kestrels. One Bald
Eagle was sighted at the CLff on August 6th.

The first hawks of the season were banded on
August 23rd, a day with a light south wind and
25°c temperature. Banded on that day were 1 Red-
tails, 2 kestrels and the first harrier in what was to
become a record year for the species (Fig. 3).

During August, a total of 79 raptors was banded
with 32 Sharp-shinned and 34 kestrels being the
dominant species. There were 2 early Merlins, 1
Cooper’s, 1 Red-tailed and 9 harriers. There were 3
stations operating in August.

September

All 6 stations were open in September allowing

1 10 Paulson Court, St. Thomas, Ont. NSR IM9

HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION TWENTY-FOURTH

banding for a total of 125 days and 792.5 hours. On
the first day of September, 85 hawks were banded.
During September 1994, 1,590 hawks were banded
compared to 2,115 for September of 1993; a
difference of 525. A total of 35,860 hawks were
observed during September; 26,991 of them Broad-
wingeds. On September 6th, a lone Broad-winged
Hawk sat in front on a banding station for about 5
minutes before being trapped and banded. Thirty six
Peregrine Falcons were observed and 2 of them
were banded. There were also 45 Bald Eagles
observed and 5 Golden Eagles.

October

October started off well as anticipated but banding
rapidly declined as most of the winds came from an
easterly direction. On October 2nd, with a light
north wind of 10 kph under a clear blue sky and
6°C temperature, a Broad-winged Hawk was bow
netted. This was the second Broad-winged Hawk to
be banded in 1994.

Banders manned their stations for 129 days, 792
hours in October and banded 683 raptors.

November

There were 4,524 Red-tailed Hawks observed
during November and 196 banded. Forty-five
Golden Eagles were observed and one was banded.

Banding stations were opened for 101 days, 494.7
hours and 243 raptors were banded.

December

December 8th was a day with 15 cm of snow on
the ground and -4°C temperature. There was a good
migration of Red-tails and harriers and No. 1
Station set a record for the number of harriers
observed and banded. A Swainson’s Hawk was also
observed at Station No. 7, an extremely late date
for the species. {Ed. Note - This sighting warrants a
report to the Rare Bird Records Committee}. The
peak for harriers was on December 12th as 49 were
observed along the cliff. This migration continued
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until December 15th but rain and milder
temperatures put an end to the snow and the
migration ceased.

Only 3 stations were operating for the entire month
and 47 banding days were recorded with 209.25
hours. A total of 143 hawks were banded.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Banders spent 2,355.5 hours over 416 days in 1994
and banded 2,738 hawks; 1.16 hawks per station
hour. Results for 1994 are compared with the long-
term average in Table 1.

Turkey Vulture

Sightings 5,435
Per Hour 5.8
First Sighting September 6
Last Sighting December 29
Peak 1,510 on October 3

Thirteen Turkey Vultures were observed during
August and this number increased to 386 for
September. The number for October was
substantially higher with 4,913 being observed. This
decreased to 120 in November and only 3 were
observed in December. Turkey Vultures are not
banded.

Osprey

Sightings 159
Per Hour 0.17
First Sighting August
Last Sighting November 10
Peak 11 on October 2

and 11 on September 18

Ospreys are not banded. While the sighting of 159
is higher than the count of 150 set in 1992, it is
well below the record of 212 in 1993. The peak of
11 on October 2 was late as was the last sighting on
November 10.

BUTEOS
Broad-Winged Hawk
Sightings 27,288

Per Hour 29.5
First Sighting September 1

Thousands of Broad-winged Hawks were observed
in migration during September but only one was
banded.

Red-Tailed Hawk

Sightings 5,732
Per Hour 6.19
First Sighting August 5
Last Sighting December 29
Peak 2,390 on November 10

407 Banded

This year was a very successful banding year for
Red-tails. In 1993, 219 Red-tailed Hawks were
banded compared to 406 in 1994. There were a
number of excellent migration days.

On October 3rd, 160 Red-tails were observed and
110 on October 10th. November proved to be the
peak for Red-tails with 145 observed on November
2nd, 371 on the 7th, 2,390 on the 10th, and 862 on
the 11th. November 15th saw the last good flight
with 862 birds. During November, 196 Red-tails
were banded. The best Red-tailed banding day
occurred on November 10th when, under a clear
blue sky with light north winds of 10 kph and a
range of 2°C to 10°C, 34 Red-tails were banded.
They were first observed at 0930 and continued
most of the day.

Red-Shouldered Hawk

Sightings 500
Per Hour 0.053
First Sighting October 2
Last Sighting December 12
Peak 190 on November 10

7 Banded

On November 10, 190 Red-shouldered Hawks were
sighted; the highest number for the year. The Red-
shouldered is more elusive than the Red-tailed
Hawk and banders managed to band 7 for the year.

Rough-Legged Hawk

Sightings 77
Per Hour 0.083
First Sighting October 22
Last Sighting December 21

Last Sighting October 14 Peak 14 on November 10

Peak 20,160 on September 18 10 Banded
2 Banded
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EAGLES
Golden Eagle

Sightings 68
Per hour 0.07
First Sighting September 10
Last Sighting December 24
Peak 19 on November 11

1 Banded

On November 7th, a large raptor seen to the east
proved to be a Golden Eagle. Flying north of the lake
station, it abruptly turned to the south before being
was trapped. It was an immature male, the only eagle
to be banded during 1994. 1994 was the second
highest year for sightings of Golden Eagles at 68.

Bald Eagle
Sightings 83
Per Hour 0.089

First Sighting September 1
Last Sighting December 14
Peak 8 on October 2

None Banded

A new high of 83 Bald Eagles was observed (Fig. 1).
ACCIPITERS
Sharp Shinned Hawks

Sightings 6,200
Per hour 6.70
First Sighting August 5
Last Sighting December 20
Peak 579 on September 11

1,261 Banded

Cooper’s Hawk
Sightings 466
Per hour 0.050

First Sighting Aungust 5
Last Sighting December 23
Peak 85 on October 10

92 Banded

Northern Goshawk

Sightings 32
Per hour 0.03
First Sighting September 10
Last Sighting November 29
Peak 9 on November 15

11 Banded

The total accipiters banded in 1993 was 2,483 with
2,238 Sharp-shinned, 205 Cooper’s and 40 Goshawks.
By comparison, totals in 1994 included 1,261 Sharp-
shinned, 92 Cooper’s and 11 Goshawks; a difference
of 1,119 birds.

It was suggested in the HMANA Journal Vol. XIX,
No. 1 that a Sharp-shinned Hawk decline was
occurring. It was also suggested that the decline might
be restricted to the north-east population. From Figure
2, there is an indication that Cooper’s Hawks may
also be in decline for the past three years. This needs
to be watched to determine if this decline is a real
trend or if it falls within the range of year to year
variability.

Northern Harrier

Sightings 1,959
Per Hour 2.08
First Sighting August 23
Last Sighting December 23
Peak 84 on October 2

The amazing migration of harriers (Fig. 3) made up
for the dismal showing of accipiters this year. In
September of 1993, the lake banding station banded
21 harriers and, during the same time period in 1994,
the number quadrupled to 86, making the total for
September 130. No. 1 Station, which is not known for
harrier numbers, banded 21 for 1994 compared to 6
in 1993. The previous high in the last 26 years of
banding was 141 banded in 1989. The total for this
year was 276 with a big migration during the month
of December. Since 1980, 1,170 harriers have been
banded with only 30 of them being AHY F. Are the
females more cautious or is it possible they use a
different migration route?

FALCONS
American Kestrel

Sightings 3,025
Per Hour 3.26
First Sighting August 5
Last Sighting December 16
Peak 797 on September 9

630 Banded

In comparing 1993 with 1994, the results for the three
species of falcons were somewhat constant. During
September 1993, 527 kestrels were banded compared
with 500 being banded in 1994. They seemed to be
always present along the wires from the edge of the
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lake north to No. 6 Station. Their numbers appeared
quite consistent with the previous year.

Merlin

Sightings 113

Per Hour 0.12

First Sighting August 24

Last Sighting November 18

Peak 12 on September 9
38 Banded

One of several records fell during 1994 with a new
high of 38 Merlins banded. The previous record of 37
was set in 1991. The observed number of Merlins for
1991 was 105 compared to 108 in 1994. The 38th
Merlin was banded on October 7th.

Peregrine Falcon

Sightings 51
Per Hour 0.055
First Sighting September 8
Last Sighting October 29
Peak 12 on September 9

3 Banded

With a clear blue sky, the temperature 18°C and a 20
kph south-west wind the first Peregrine of 1994 was
observed on September 8th. This would be the first of
36 sightings for September. Although the sightings
were down drastically compared to 93 in September
of 1993, the figure of 36 was higher than the 34 in
1992 and 16 in 1991. The 9th of September presented
the highest number for September with 12 sighted.

At 1100 on September 27th, the second Peregrine of
the day, a HY female, was trapped in a bow net. This
was the second Peregrine banded in September; the
first being taken on September 22nd at the station
closest to the lake.

On October 7th, with a warm temperature of 18°C
and a 30 kph south-south-west wind, the 3rd and last
Peregrine for the 1994 season was caught at the lake
station,

SANDHILL CRANES

On November 23rd, a day with brief snow flurries
and some clearing a large flock of 65 Sandhill Cranes
headed toward the edge of the lake and milled about
as if to land. They regrouped and continued on their
way to the west. Although it is not uncommon to see

small numbers of Sandhill Cranes migrating
westward, 65 is an unusually high number to see.
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Table 1 Hawk Cliff sightings/bandings in 1994 compared to 1973-1993 averages
Sightings Bandings
1994 1973-1993 1994 1973-1993
Species Totals Average Variation Totals Average Variation
TUVU 5435 2,542 114% - - -
NOGO 32 39 -18% 11 15 -37%
SSHA 6,200 10,125 -39% 1,260 1,585 -21%
COHA 466 598 -22% 92 124 -26%
RTHA 5,732 3,403 68% 407 274 49%
RSHA 500 138 262% 7 8 -13%
BWHA 27,288 13,548 101% 2 2 -
RLHA 77 50 54% 10 2 400%
GOEA 83 17 388% 0.4 -
BAEA 68 18 278% 0 0.5 -
OSPR 159 93 7% - - -
NOHA 1,959 870 125% 276 59 368%
AMKE 3,925 3,362 17% 630 566 11%
MERL 113 37 205% 38 12 217%
PEFA 51 23 122% 3 1 200%
UNID 93 525 -82% - - -
TOTAL 52,108 35,388 47% 2,737 2,649 3.%
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RAPTOR BANDING IN A SUBURBAN BACKYARD

Thomas W. Carpenterl and Arthur L. Carpenter2

INTRODUCTION

We read with considerable interest Lamble’s
(OBBA newsletter, Vol. 37(3):3-4, 1992) note about
banding Cooper’s Hawks in his backyard. From
1976-94, we banded 66 hawks and 29 owls (Table
1) in our suburban backyard in Wayne, Michigan.
As in David Lamble’s backyard, Cooper’s Hawks
were the most abundant hawk. In the ensuing
paragraphs, we summarize our backyard raptor
banding.

SITE DESCRIPTION AND METHODS OF
CAPTURE

Our 0.4 ha suburban yard is situated on a hill above
the wooded floodplain of the Lower Rouge River.
The river is located 0.5 km to the north and 0.25
km to the east. A drainage ditch, also bordered by
woods, runs along the western edge of the yard. To
the south, the yard borders another residential yard.
Thus, riparian woodlot consisting of the typical
floodplain species in southeastern Michigan
(sycamore, box elder, white ash, black walnut,
basswood, American elm, swamp white oak, etc.)
encompasses the vard on three sides. The yard itself
contains numerous trees and shrubs, both deciduous
and coniferous, and thus contains no large expanses
of open lawn.

During the first seven years, all hawks were
captured in mist nets. Two Sharp-shinned Hawks
were captured in passerine nets set in the yard. We
also placed one medium mesh mist net inside a
small grove of hawthorns bordering a small (0.4 ha)
field located in the floodplain 0.1 km from the
western edge of the yard. This net captured one
Sharp-shinned and one Cooper’s Hawk. Beginning
in 1983, we became more serious about banding
raptors. We placed 1-2 Bal Chatri traps baited with
pigeons, starlings, and, occasionally House
Sparrows, in the small field described above and
also in the yard proper. So traps could be set out
quickly, we transformed the cages in which the lure
birds were housed into Bal Chatris by putting
nooses on pieces of 2.5 X 5 cm welded wire cut to

fit over the tops of the lure bird cages. The welded
wire was attached to the top of the lure bird cages
when trapping commenced and were removed when
it was terminated. The latter was necessary because
lure birds occasionally pulled the nooses into their
cages and ensnared themselves if the welded wire
was attached for extended periods of time. The use
of the welded wire tops allowed us to set out traps
without removing the lure birds from their cages.
Automatic bownets were placed in the small field
instead of Bal-Chatris beginning in 1988; the latter
were still usually used in the yard. The traps were
set out for 2-8 hours on days with no precipitation
or strong winds when we had sufficient time
available to regularly check them. Most hawks in
Table 1 were captured in these traps or in mist nets
placed near them.

Owls banded during spring-fall (March-November)
were captured in mist nets opened during the night.
We now close the nets at 2300-2400 to minimize
predation problems from raccoons . Screech Owls
banded during the winter months (December
-February) were taken from nest boxes while
roosting.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Red-tailed Hawks were captured exclusively in the
small field; accipiters were captured with about
equal frequency in both the small field as well as
the yard proper. In 1990, an apartment complex was
constructed adjacent to the small field, rendering it
useless for trapping hawks. Thus, all hawks banded
since then were captured on Bal-Chatris or
automatic bownets placed only in the yard.
Consequently, no Red-tailed Hawks were banded
after 1989, but other species were still occasionally
captured. The only Red-shouldered Hawk ever
captured was an immature that came in on a Bal
Chatri baited with starlings placed in the yard on 1
January 1990, a nice bird to start off the new year!
The sole Broad-winged Hawk was an immature
taken in the small field on 1 October 1987 in an
automnatic bownet baited with starlings.

2 Eéartment of Blolwglcal Smences Bowlgg I(J}re:en State University, Bowling Green, Ohio, 43403-0212, USA

S. John Hix, Wayne, Michigan 48184
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The months when many accipiters were captured
sometimes differed from their peak months of
migration. Sharp-shinned Hawks migrate primarily
during April and early May in spring. Yet, all
spring Sharp-shinned Hawks were captured in
March. Similarly, the peak month of migration for
Cooper’s Hawks in fall is October, but more were
banded in September, November, and December.
Fall bandings of Sharp-shinned Hawks corresponded
generally with peak months of migration
(September and October), but three were captured
in November and one in December. One of the
November birds was recaptured on 31 March the
following spring. This suggests that some of these
late Sharp-shinned Hawks probably remained all
winter, as it is extremely unlikely that an individual
banded during fall migration would be recaptured
during spring migration unless it over wintered,
especially at an inland site that does not concentrate
migrating raptors.

Our banding data suggest that Cooper’s Hawks are
the most common winter accipiter in southeastern
Michigan. However, many Michigan Christmas bird
counts report similar numbers of Sharp-shinned and
Coopers Hawks; so it seems likely that some
Sharp-shinned Hawks reported in winter are
probably misidentified, and are actually male
Cooper’s Hawks. Thus, we agree with Lamble’s
assessment that Cooper’s Hawks are probably
"under-represented” on Christmas bird counts.
Banding wintering accipiters may provide definitive
data to estimate the relative abundance of both
species; it is extremely easy to distinguish Cooper’s
and Sharp-shinned Hawks in the hand, but much
more difficult to do so when observing them in the
field.

Capture biases exist with respect to age and sex for
most species banded. Immature females comprised
80% of the Sharp-shinned Hawks. The more
extensive use of starlings as lures could partially
explain the abundance of females. However, during
the last few migration periods, both sparrows and
starlings were available, but we were still largely
unsuccessful in capturing males. The age bias (94%
immatures) among female Sharp-shinned Hawks is
less easily explained. Adults may be more wary of
the traps. However, an age bias was not apparent
for Cooper’s Hawks; 40% of males and 83% of
females were adults. A sex bias was still obvious;
71% of the Cooper’s Hawks were males. The bulk
(73%) of the Red-tailed Hawks were adults,
possibly because we may have captured primarily
individuals that were breeding nearby.

Given the wooded nature of the site, American
Kestrels were infrequently captured. Both winter
kestrels and the July bird were females taken on
Bal Chatris baited with mice. The December
individual was captured when the trap was tossed
from the house after a pair of kestrels was observed
chasing birds coming to the feeder. The January
kestrel was initially captured in a vacant lot 0.5 km
south of the yard. However, this individual was
recaptured in the yard four days later in a two-cell
trap as it tried to capture a passerine in the adjacent
cell. Hence, it was included as a backyard raptor.
The July bird was an immature captured in the
small field where a family of kestrels occasionally
hunted. Kestrels banded in May, June and August
were males taken in mist nets in the yard. The May
bird was attracted to a Bal Chatri baited with
sparrows. The June and August birds were attracted
to Common Grackles and sparrows, respectively
that were coming to the feeder. The May and June
birds were adults that were probably breeding
nearby; the August bird was an immature and was
probably migrating.

So far five backyard raptors have been recovered or
encountered elsewhere. A Cooper’s Hawk banded
on 9 April 1992 was recovered 17 km to the east 24
days later. Another Cooper’s Hawk banded on 7
November 1986 was recovered 36 km to the
northwest on 19 December 1987. An Eastern
Screech Owl banded on 30 September 1989 was
recovered <1 km away on 23 November 1989. The
remaining recovery, an Eastern Screech Owl banded
on 12 March 1986, was recaptured on 19 October
1986, then was found dead 2.4 km to the east on 25
November 1986. A Cooper’s Hawk banded on 11
March 1986 was recaptured at Hawk Cliff, Ontario
on 7 October 1986, the sole live encounter.

We have had returns (recaptures >90 days following
the banding date) on five Eastern Screech Owls
(Table 2). Also, a HY Red-tailed Hawk banded on
22 December, 1980 near Detroit Metropolitian
Airport was recaptured in the small field on 16
October, 1983 as a full adult. The distance between
the original banding location and the field was 6
km.

In conclusion, backyard raptor banding can yield
interesting information if conducted on a regular
basis over many years, as our results have hopefully
demonstrated.
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T N AN S

Table 1. Raptors banded in a suburban backyard in Wayne, Michigan, 1976-94.
Species

Month SSHA | COHA | BWHA | RSHA RTHA AMKE EASO NSWO Total
Jan 2 1 1 1 3 8
Feb 2 2
Mar 8 8 4 5 1 26
Apr 3 3
May 2 1 3
Jun 1 1
Jul 1 1 2
Aug 1 1 2 4
Sep 4 3 1 3 11
Oct 4 1 1 1 6 1 4
Nov 3 3 4 10
Dec 1 5 1 3 10
Total 20 27 1 1 11 6 27 2 95

Table 2.

Eastern Screech Owl returns.

Date Banded

Date Recaptured

9 November 1985

14 November 1987

23 March 1979

22 July 1979

27 December 1976

21 August 1977

4 March 1992

27 November 1992

12 March 1986

19 October 1986

* recovered 37 days later 2.4 km away
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A SUMMARY OF

RESULTS FOR RING-NECKED DUCKS BANDED AT

MOUNTSBERG, ONTARIO - 1986-1994.

W.D. Mcheenl, M.L. Wemaartz, and A.D. Brewer3 .

INTRODUCTION

Ring-necked Ducks (RNDU) have apparently
become more common in Ontario in recent times
[Alison, 1975]. Although the birds were seen
commonly in migration in Ontario during the 19th
century, no indication of breeding in Ontario was
available until 1908. The earliest material evidence
(downy young) for breeding came from Lac Seul in
1919. More recently, the species has been found
breeding further east. The Breeding Bird Atlas
{Cadman, 1986] found the species to breed at
moderate densities across much of Ontario except
for the south western portion. One may speculate
that, in part, as the fur trade diminished in
importance, the revival of the beaver population in
Ontario led to the creation of more ponds and
nesting opportunities for Ring-necked Ducks.
However, the species was not included in reports of
the Hudson Bay Company. With the expansion of
the species, hunting also increased with a combined
U.S. and Canada harvest of 450,000 birds [Alison,
1975]. Such a situation requires the collection of
more information about the species. This includes
banding studies and this paper is intended to
contribute to this need.

From 1918 to 1978, 4,277 RNDUs were banded
across Canada in all juridictions except Yukon
[Newell, 1980]. Of this total, 787 (18.5%) were
banded in Ontario. In 1982, only 202 RNDUs were
banded in Canada of which 21 were banded in
Ontario [Wendt, 1986]. Banding totals for Ring-
necked Ducks reported by Ontarioc Ministry of
Natural Resources have ranged from 2 to 44 birds.
The 67 out of 466 ducks banded in 1994 was
therefore a record high for that agency [Davies,
1995]. By contrast, 2119 RNDUs were banded at
the Mountsberg Wildlife Area between 1980 and
1994. It would seem timely to summarize the
information available from that banding effort.

1 R.R. #1, Acton, Ontario, L7J 2L7
2 R.R. #2, Campbellville, Ontario, LOP 1B0
3 R.R. #1, Puslinch, Ontario, NOB 2J0

METHODS

All trapping was carried out within the reservoir at
the Mountsberg Wildlife Centre located west of
Campbellville Ontario. The two trapping locations
were at sufficient distance offshore to provide water
depths of about 1 metre at convenient access points
for the bander. Birds were captured using large
funnel traps baited with corn. The trap openings
were located underwater and there was ample space
between the roof and water level to prevent the
birds from drowning. In spring, the traps were set
out soon after the reservoir became ice-free (late
March) and operated until diving ducks had
migrated north (usually mid-May). Fall trapping
occurred in November until it became necessary to
remove the traps before ice covered the water. The
traps were checked regularly and the birds removed
for banding. Banding followed established
procedures using standard Canadian Wildlife
Service bands. Determination of age and sex
followed the criteria provided in the banding
manual (CWS).

Banding totals were determined from Banding
Schedules prepared between 1980 and 1994.
Recovery statistics were based on all reports
provided by the Canadian Wildlife Service available
until the present paper was prepared. For longevity
estimates, birds classified as AHY were assumed to
have hatched in June of the previous year. Some
birds could have been older than this, so the age
estimates may be somewhat conservative.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Banding Totals

Between 1980 and 1994, a total of 2119 Ring-
necked Ducks were banded at Mountsberg (Table
1). The numbers varied from as low as a single bird
in 1980 to a high of 440 in 1994. From Figure 1, it
is apparent that there has been a fairly regular
increase in the numbers of birds captured. The low
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number banded in 1993 is the primary deviation
from that trend. Because the majority of banding
was conducted in the spring, most birds were
classified as AHY (after hatch year) birds (Table 1).
However, in 1992, 97 HY (hatch year) birds were
obtained in November.

In all years, the birds banded were predominantly
males (Table 1). Although the ratios varied from
year to year, the banded population was 77.1%
males versus 22.1% for females. This is a ratio of
approximately 3:1 M:F. The reasons for the
deviation from equal numbers of males and females
is not readily apparent. Seasonal arrival dates do not
appear as a bias because birds of both sexes were
regularly captured throughout the entire banding
period each year.

Recoveries

A total of 152 birds have been recovered or
returned to Mountsberg (Table 2). This a
respectable 7.26% of birds banded. This percentage
is likely to increase with time as some birds and
bands may still be recovered.

Recoveries have been made in 22 political
jurisdictions across Canada and the United States
(Table 2 and Figure 2). The most numerous
recovery sites include Florida (44) > Ontario (35) >
South Carolina (21) > North Carolina (10). This
represents a strong movement of the species to
wintering grounds in the southeastern United States.
The favoured location appears to be Lake
Okeechobee where 18 birds were recovered,
primarily by hunters. Dispersal to the east went as
far as Gander, Newfoundland. Eleven of the 35
Ontario recoveries were birds returning to
Mountsberg.

Longevity

Some indication of longevity of the species can be
obtained from the recovery data although there is an
obvious negative bias caused by hunting.
Countering this bias is the possibility that bands
might be lost. On occasion, we have found it
necessary to replace bands that had only been on
the birds for as little as three years which supports
the requirement for more durable bands.

The majority (63.37%) of the ducks survived
between one and two years (Fig. 2). Fifty-one birds
survived between two and four years. Smaller
numbers survived for longer periods. The oldest
was one bird (956-73342) banded on April 1, 1984

as an AHY male and shot at Raccoon Creek,
Alabama on January 6, 1995 at an age of at least
10% years. Ten birds survived less than one year
before being shot (Fig. 3). This low number is
simply a reflection of the limited number of birds
banded in November, 1992.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A total of 2119 Ring-necked Ducks were banded at
Mountsberg between 1980 and 1994. Males
outnumbered females by a ration of about 3:1. Of
this, 152 birds have been recovered. Recoveries
represent mainly hunting of birds wintering in the
southeast United States, notably Lake Okeechobee
in Florida. Dispersal as far east as Newfoundland
and as far west as California was documented. The
majority of recovered birds survived between one
and two years. The maximum age documented to
date is one bird that was at least 10 years 6 months
when shot. The information obtained should assist
in the preparation of long-term management plans
for this species which has been expanding its
breeding range in recent years.
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Table 1. Annual totals of RNDU banded at Mountsberg from 1980 to 1994.
AHY . HY SY Composition
Year M F M M Total M F
1980 1 0 0 0 0 1 100.0% 0.0%
1981 52 26 0 0 0 78 66.7% 33.3%
1982 8 6 0 0 0 14 57.1% 42.9%
1983 69 22 0 0 0 91 75.8% 24.2%
1984 21 12 0 0 0 33 63.6% 36.4%
1985 29 13 0 0 0 42 69.0% 31.0%
1986 131 29 0 0 0 160 81.9% 18.1%
1987 118 36 0 0 0 154 76.6% 23.4%
1988 76 34 0 0 0 110 69.1% 30.9%
1989 69 20 0 0 0 89 77.5% 22.5%
1990 216 66 0 0 0 282 76.6% 23.4%
1991 176 58 0 0 0 234 75.2% 24.8%
1992 208 45 63 34 0 350 77.4% 22.6%
1993 36 2 0 0 3 4] 95.1% 4.9%
1994 358 82 0 0 0 440 81.4% 18.6%
Total 1568 451 63 34 3 2119 77.1% 22.9%

TOTAL BIRDS
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Table 2. Recoveries by province and state of Ring-necked Ducks banded at Mountsberg
from 1980 to 1994.
Sex Sex

State M F Total State M F Total
NB 0 1 1 MI 3 0 3
NF 1 0 1 NC 9 1 10
ON 30 5 35 SC 18 3 21
PQ 3 0 3 N 2 0 2
AL 3 0 3 VA 4 0 4
FL 30 14 44 Wi 6 1 7
GA 8 1 9 AR 1 0 1
IL 2 0 2 MN 1 0 1
LA 1 0 1 NY 1 0 1
MD 1 0 1 SD 1 0 1
ME 1 0 L Total 126 26 152

Data based on recovery reports provided by CWS
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THUNDER CAPE BIRD OBSERVATORY BANDING SUMMARY FOR
1994

David Shepherdl

A total of 8,587 birds of 102 species was banded at greater effort and improved tape-luring technique
Thunder Cape in 1994, making it the best year yet, for Saw-whet Owls was a big help too, with exactly
but only by a slim margin. In what overall was a 400 being banded. The 20 most numerous species
somewhat disappointing year from a banding point are detailed in Table 1, together with corresponding
of view, the numbers were swelled considerably, figures for 1993, while full details appear in the
and thankfully, by a hefty bonus of Chipping Banding in Ontario article elsewhere in this Journal.

Sparrows (1307) and Pine Siskins (970). The

”

Table 1. A comparison of banding totals for the 20 most numerous species in 1994, with
corresponding figures for 1993.

# Banded # Banded Rank
Rank Species 1994 1993 1993
1 Chipping Sparrow 1307 162 15
2 Pine Siskin 970 192 12
3 Sharp-shinned Hawk 474 344 7
4 Northern Saw-whet Owl 400 110 22
5 Nashville Warbler 356 331 8
6 American Redstart 322 350 6
7 Tennessee Warbler 306 917 2
8 Myrtle Warbler 291 483 11
9 Slate-colored Junco 282 402 5
10 Evening Grosbeak 233 61 34
11 Red-breasted Nuthatch 221 38 44
12 Magnolia Warbler 207 164 14
13 Western Palm Warbler 200 252 9
14 Blue Jay 193 110 22
15 Cape May Warbler 177 517 3
16 Purple Finch 175 62 33
17 Black-capped Chickadee 171 943 1
18 White-throated Sparrow 152 47 41
19 Golden-crowned Kinglet 130 223 10
20 =  Black-throated Green Warbler 121 166 13
Song Sparrow 121 97 25

—

1 285 Paisley Road, Guelph, Ontario, N1H 2P8
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Most species were down in numbers, some
considerably so. The virtual absence of dispersive
species in the fall is reflected in poor totals for
Downy Woodpecker and Black-capped Chickadee.
Some highlights need to be pointed out though. The
Sharp-shinned Hawk total at 474 is up again, thanks
to a dedicated effort from volunteer Cliff Wall, and
improvements in nets and habitat. The Merlin was
the first since 1991, as was the White-winged
Crossbill. The technique for Common Nighthawk
seems to have been perfected and the total of 20
could be bettered in years to come. Apart from
Chipping Sparrow and Pine Siskin, the only other
passerine species to show substantial increases were
Cedar Waxwing (118) and Red-breasted Nuthatch
(221), the latter obviously indicating a heavy flight
by this irruptive species. The decline in the three
spruce budworm specialists, Cape May, Bay-
breasted and Tennessee Warbler, may indicate that
the recent outbreak in northwestern Ontario is in
decline. It’s an ill wind, as they say, but the Balsam
Fir’s fortune, as spruce budworm actually prefers
Balsam, may be the observatory’s misfortune.

Seven species were banded for the first time at
Thunder Cape in 1994. These were Tree Swallow
(the first swallow of any kind), a very feisty
American Crow, Sedge Wren (5 in all), Brown
Thrasher, Hooded Warbler (definitely the prettiest
new species), Summer Tanager (2) and Eastern
Meadowlark (the commoner Western has yet to be
caught.)

With new small-mesh ground traps, plans to
improve the efficiency of the smaller Heligoland
Trap, a better selection of nets and a few other
tricks up the sleeve in the tape luring department,
the observatory can look forward to even greater
successes in the future.

Spring migration coverage at Thunder Cape began
on 1 May, 10 days earlier than in 1993, and
continued until 10 June. As previously, it had been
hoped to commence coverage about 23 April, and
again weather and ice conditions would have
permitted this. However, uncertainties regarding
funding again delayed start-up. Heavy snow led to a
further delay but the station was reached on 30
April and full coverage began the next day.

The main feature of the spring was the

unprecedented abundance of Chipping Sparrows.
Their numbers are on the increase generally and
this has been dramatically illustrated in the short
time Thunder Cape has been manned. Over 1200

were banded. There were eight days when 200 or
more were present, with 1000 on 22 May and 1500
on the 14th! There was also an excellent late spring
passage of two "winter finch” species, Evening
Grosbeak and Pine Siskin, which had been
noticeably absent at most Ontario feeders during the
winter and nearly 800 siskins and 230 grosbeaks
were banded. Among the birds caught were three
siskins and one grosbeak that had been banded
previously, but not at TCBO.

These two factors helped push the spring banding
total to 4270 birds of 81 species, which was more
than twice either of the previous springs’ totals.
However, if the "bonus" of Chipping Sparrows,
Pine Siskins and Evening Grosbeaks is excluded,
the total is much more in line with previous years.
The numbers of Tennessee Warbler in particular
and Cape May Warbler, to a lesser extent, were
down substantially from previous years. Although
both these species are in the "spruce budworm
warbler” group, the drop is surprising considering
the high numbers in the fall of 1993,

The fourth fall migration season was in many ways
disappointing. Full coverage began on 27 July and
ran continuously until 17 October, although banding
(and sauna construction!) continued until 1
November. For the fall as a whole, 4320 birds were
banded of 86 species. The total is a little lower than
the 4614 of 90 species in 1992, and considerable
lower than the 6520 of 99 species in 1993. When
the fact that about 450 more hawks and owls were
banded in 1994 is taken into account, the numbers
appear even more miserable. September banding,
excluding hawks and owls, averaged lcss than 30
per day: October was worse.

The increase in Sharp-shinned Hawks banded was
almost certainly due to improved techniques and
greater effort, rather than any change in numbers. In
fact, the Sharp-shinned Hawk flight was poorer in
many respects, an observation which was mirrored
elsewhere in Ontario. The dramatic increase in
Northern Saw-whet Owls was due entirely to
greater effort and the use of a better tape lure.

The only significant increase was for Red-breasted
Nuthatches, which showed a gain of 500% over the
previous high. Birds were present throughout the
fall, usually only in small numbers, but there were
very few retraps and the species was evidently on
the move. This movement was not noted in
southern Ontario, but was very evident in the prairie
provinces. The low numbers of Downy
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Woodpeckers and Black-capped Chickadees reflect
the virtual absence of a flight. Numbers of two of
the "spruce budworm” warblers, Tennessee and
Cape May returned to more typical levels. While
most songbirds were trapped in fewer numbers than
usual, the two most dramatic drops should be
mentioned. Red-eyed Vireo, with 58 banded, is way
short of the 209 banded in 1991 and Swainson’s
Thrush (32) is less than half the previous low of 78
in 1992 and a far cry from the 415 banded in 1991.

The reason for the low numbers of most species is
puzzling. The late spring and summer weather in
1994 was a vast improvement over the previous two
years, and, at least locally, most species bred
successfully and early. The answer probably lies in
the pattern of fall weather. As was the case in late
spring, most of the fall was dominated by high
pressure systems and very fair conditions. Indeed
there were many periods when, for Thunder Bay,
the night-time low temperature was higher than the
average long-term day-time high. Nocturnal
migration of warblers was heard as early as 11 July.

Later on, there were many nights when migration
was heavy, especially of thrushes, but the following
day saw little, if any, in the way of a fall. Only one
Gray-cheeked Thrush was seen, none was banded!
It seems likely that many of the long distance
migrants began leaving early and the station was
largely over-flown. This pattern was also observed
at Long Point Bird Observatory and elsewhere in
southern Ontario. The abundance of food, as
typified by the Mountain Ash berry crop and cones,
presumably contributed to the late or non-arrival of
many of the short-distance migrants and irruptive
species, with the single exception of Red-breasted
Nuthatch.

The unusual pattern of fall weather was almost
certainly due to the fact that the temperature of
Hudson’s Bay was 2°C above average. The mass of
warmer air combined frequently with warm air from
the Gulf of Mexico to form a barrier which diverted

the jetstream and its associated weather systems far
to the north.
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Eric A. Machell!

COMMENTARY ON THE 1994 BANDING REPORT

The 1994 report tabulates all banding records that
were submitted to the Ontario Bird Banding
Association (OBBA) Journal editor. Eleven
individuals and ten organized groups submitted data
for 1994. This is approximately the same level of
response as in the previous two years. A new group
respondent in this report is Avicare, a bird
rehabilitation centre located in Bowmanville,
operated by Hillary Pittel. Hillary received her
banding iraining at Long Point and Toronto Bird
Observatories. Also included as an organized group
are Peter Ewins and Chip Weseloh of The Canadian
Wildlife Service (CWS).

A total of 52,305 birds, of 213 species, were
reported for the year. Whilst the total number of
birds banded is about average, the species count is
one of the highest reported to OBBA.

Organized groups banded 45,531 birds, or 83% of
the total. The Hawk CILiff and Holiday Beach
numbers reflect their raptor banding operations.
Avicare reported a variety of species, including
some seldom banded birds. Peter Ewins and Chip
Weseloh of CWS concentrated on four species:
Osprey, Double-crested Cormorant, Herring Gull
and Common Tern. Passerines accounted for most
of the totals of the other groups, although a variety
of other species were banded. Long Point Bird
Observatory (LPBO) banded the most birds
(18,425), and the most species (142).

Individual banders accounted for 8774 birds,
including 3995 banded by Dave Lamble. His total
included a high of 1022 Tree Swallows. Dave also
banded several species of waterfowl, which
included 749 Mallards and 332 Blue-winged Teal.
Other notable totals by individuals were 116 Wood
Ducks, 120 Purple Martins and 102 Eastern
Bluebirds by Bob Hubert. John and Steven Miles
and Ted Dinniwell were also busy with Eastern
Bluebirds, banding 104.

Some rarities, and some seldom banded species,
were reported by both individuals and groups.
Notable individual reports include a Great Gray
Owl by Dave Lamble, a Yellow Palm Warbler and
Hoary Redpoll by Ted Cheskey, and a Brewster’s,

1 10 Bateman Court, Whitby, Ontario, L1P 1ES

and Kentucky Warbler, and a Yellow-throated Vireo
by Rick Ludkin. John Miles and company reported
two Summer Tanagers.

Avicare banded fourteen Horned and two
Red-necked Grebes, as a result of their being
grounded during the big freeze of January 1994,
and also reported single Thayer’s and Glaucous
Gulls. Another Red-necked Grebe was reported by
Guelph-Mountsberg, who also banded a Common
Loon. Hawk Cliff banded a Golden Eagle; their first
since 1991, and ninth since the station opened in
1969. LPBC banded singles of Tufted Titmouse,
Yellow-throated Vireo, Cerulean and Worm-eating
Warblers, Henslow’s and LeConte’s Sparrows, and
a Yellow-headed Blackbird. The Ottawa Group
banded a Boreal Chickadee and a Bohemian
Waxwing. Thunder Cape (TCBO) reported a Boreal
Chickadee, four LeConte’s Sparrows, a Harris’
Sparrow, and two Summer Tanagers (quite a
remarkable overshoot for this species). Toronto Bird
Observatory (TBO) banded its second ever Prairie
Warbler; the first was caught the previous year.
TBO also reported four Pine Grosbeaks, which
incidentally were trapped at a feeder.

This is the eleventh year the journal has published
this report. The first was in Volume 17 published in
1985, which listed banding for 1984 (McNicholl
1985). In the following years, tables were included
in the report. This concept was enhanced in Volume
23 published in 1991, when a table was included
listing the fifteen most frequently banded species in
1990, and the corresponding totals of those species
from 1984 to 1990 (Mcllveen 1991). A further
enhancement occurred in Volumes 25 & 26
published in 1995, which listed banding results for
1992 and 1993 (Machell 1995). On this occasion
two selected tables were illustrated; the first listed
the fifteen most common species banded in 1993,
with their totals from 1984 to 1993, and the second
table listed the fifteen most frequently banded
species in total over the ten year period from 1984
to 1993.

In this report the format is similar to that of
Volumes 25 & 26. Two tables are included which
list a ten year period of banding results for selected
species. Table 1 lists the fifteen most frequently
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banded species in 1994, and the corresponding
totals for the same species for the ten year period
from 1985 to 1994. Table 2 lists the fifteen most
frequently banded species over the ten year time
period, and individual annual totals for those
species.

Ten of the fifteen species listed in Table 1 are also
listed in Table 2. The exceptions are Chipping
Sparrow, Common Redpoll, Red-winged Blackbird,
Blue Jay, and Golden-crowned Kinglet. McNicholl
(1985, 1986) commented on the difficulty of
analyzing trends given the two factors of incomplete
data, and the focus of the reporting groups.
Certainly a perspective on the numbers of these five
species is appropriate, and I will also comment on
Pine Siskins and House Finches.

As mentioned last year (Machell 1995), the northern
observatory, TCBO, significantly increased the
numbers of certain warbler species. In 1994 this
observatory was primarily responsible for the very
large increase in Chipping Sparrows when they
banded 1307 out of a total of 1708 reported. TCBO
also banded 970 Pine Siskins - the majority of these
occurred in a late spring passage (Shepherd 1995).
Of the remaining 77 Pine Siskins, 64 were banded
by the Timiskaming Group, another northern
station. Obviously there was no irruption of this
species in Southern Ontario, although another
irruptive species, the Common Redpoll, was present
in large numbers during the winter of 1993-94.
Records of 1647 were submitted for 1994, of which
1156 (70% of the total) were banded by either
Guelph-Mountsberg or TBO. It should be noted that
both these organisations operate winter banding
programs. The impact of a single station is obvious
with regard to Blue Jay and Red-winged Blackbird.
LPBO reported 718 (66%) and 908 (81%)
respectively of the totals. Incidentally the 908
Red-winged Blackbirds is a record high for LPBO
(McCracken 1995). With regard to Golden-crowned
Kinglet, the availability of smaller size 0 bands is a
major factor in the increase in the numbers banded,
as stated in last year’s report. There is no
significant variance in the numbers for this species
since the smaller bands became available in 1993.

Figures 1 and 2 show differences in the annual
totals of two irruptive species, Pine Siskin and
Common Redpoll, for a ten year period.

Regarding the House Finch, I have made a
comparison of the data reported from 1985 to 1994,
to a second set of data for those same years. I
calculated this second set of data by subtracting

records reported by certain banders. My rational is
to eliminate the weighting factor of specific project
banding in a limited time period; which accounted
for a significant percentage of the totals. The intent
is to optimally utilize banding totals, to obtain a
better understanding of potential variations in bird
populations. It is definitely not intended to be a
criticism of specific project banding. The records I
have subtracted are those of Marshall Field, 690
(49%) in 1987 and 289 (28%) in 1989, and Pat
Narraway 2117 (73%) in 1990, 1166 (59%) in
1991, and 991 (53%) in 1992. These differences
have been tabulated in Table 3, and illustrated them
in figures 3 and 4. It can be seen that with the
exclusion of these records there is little variation
over the ten year period.

For the future, I request that all banders in Ontario
submit their annual banding totals to OBBA, in
order that more complete data may be compiled,
and hope that some members will analyze the
available data, as a base for articles for future
publications.

I also believe it is appropriate at this time to seek
the support of the membership for an OBBA
banding project of selected species, for a duration
of several years.
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Table 1 Fifteen most frequently banded bird species in Ontario in 1994, annual totals and grand totals
for those same species from 1985 to 1994.

1994 YEAR

RANK SPECIES 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 TOTAL
1 Tree Swallow 2332 1094 2453 1935 2610 2579 2669 2537 2700 28O0 23709
2 Sharp-shinned Hawk 1302 1379 2290 1372 1538 2507 3254 2322 3338 2295 21597
3 Slate-colored Junco 2456 1625 1757 1322 1526 1879 2552 1630 2166 1939 18852
4 White-throated Sparrow 4221 1846 1771 1387 1806 1669 2554 2403 2640 1921 22218
5 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1881 923 1623 1380 1921 1891 2427 1864 2259 1719 17888
6  Chipping Sparrow 308 244 266 442 445 232 450 690 679 1708 5464
7 Common Redpoll 390 352 1710 1048 18 0 37 1282 141 1647 6625
8 American Goldfinch 9396 1838 3603 1742 3421 2100 2509 2122 3073 1436 31240
9 Song Sparrow 1367 1249 2003 1370 1532 1362 1541 1809 1707 1260 15200
10 Black-capped Chickadee 774 753 1118 2127 1200 2491 1293 1147 2923 1187 15013
11 Myrtle Warbler 2147 644 1259 1071 2152 899 1537 1117 2703 1171 14700
12 Red-winged Blackbird 1116 621 566 1197 858 494 972 773 896 1115 8608
13 Blue Jay 334 550 715 875 544 395 958 1166 790 1083 7410
14 Pine Siskin 3259 564 2068 2772 856 597 20 834 274 1047 12291

15 Golden-crowned Kinglet 970 300 228 299 488 252 282 229 1069 1046 5163

Total Number 29921 12888 20977 18404 18305 16768 20386 19388 24658 20574 202269
L ]
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Table 2 Fifteen most frequently banded bird species in Ontario from 1985 to 1994, and individual annual totals for those same species.

Year

RANK SPECIES 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994  TOTAL
1 American Goldfinch 9396 1838 3603 1742 3421 2100 2509 2122 3073 1436 31240
2 Tree Swallow 2332 1094 2453 1935 2610 2579 2669 2537 2700 2800 23709
3 White-throated Sparrow 4221 1846 1771 1387 1806 1669 2554 2403 2640 1921 22218
4 Sharp-shinned Hawk 1302 1379 2250 1372 1538 2507 3254 2322 3338 2295 21597
5  Slate-colored Junco 2456 1625 1757 1322 1526 1879 2552 1630 2166 1939 18852
6  Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1881 923 1623 1380 1921 1891 2427 1864 2259 1719 17888
7  Song Sparrow 1367 1249 2003 1370 1532 1362 1541 1809 1707 1260 15200
8  Black-capped Chickadee 774 753 1118 2127 1200 2491 1293 1147 2923 1187 15013
9  Muyrtle Warbler 2147 644 1259 1071 2152 899 1537 1117 2703 1171 14700
10 House Finch 240 739 1409 974 1022 2891 1972 1872 576 775 12470
11 Pine Siskin 3259 564 2068 2772 856 597 20 834 274 1047 12291
12 Mallard 3190 5455 127 106 128 261 37N 59 331 867 10895
13 Magnolia Warbler 1591 683 836 901 1003 820 1313 1140 1591 973 10851
14 Yellow Warbler 1204 734 171 1084 1259 1330 1069 879 1272 801 10803
15 American Kestrel 568 653 894 879 1147 1092 1193 793 1321 785 9325
Total Number 35928 20179 24382 20422 23121 24368 26274 22528 28874 20976 247052

Ontario Bird Banding Vol. 27 (1994) 36




3500

3000

2500

2000

1500

BIRDS BANDED

1000

>00

Figure 1

2000

1500

1000

BIRDS BANDED

>00

Figure 2

!

1 1 H 1 1 i

) i

1885 1986 1887 1888 1889 1980 1881 1882

YEAR

Numbers of Pins Siskins banded in Ontario 1985-1994

1883 1884

1 1 ! 1

| i

T

1985 1986 1987 1988 1888 1980 1891 1992

YEAR

Numbers of Common Redpolls banded in Ontario - 1985-1994

1883 1884

Ontario Bird Banding Vol. 27 (1994)

37



(3
1
o]
O

3000 F
2500 -
0O
0
S 2oo0 k-
<
o
tn
o 1500
&
m
1000 |
Y]
500 -
8]
18985 19868 18987 1888 19839 18380 1991 18992 18383 1934
V
—-TOTAL SELECTED
Figure 3 Totals and selected numbers of House Finches banded in Ontario - 1985-1994

Table 3 Total and selected records for House Finch banded in Ontario from 1985 to 1994.
Year
1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 TOTAL
Total Records 240 739 1409 974 1022 2891 1972 1872 576 775 12470

Selected Records 240 739 719 974 733 774 806 881 576 775 7217
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