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EDITORIAL

When I agreed to act as the editor of this Journal, I expected that the job would not be easy.
As things have progressed, I have gained a new appreciation of the efforts of previous
editors such as Dave Shepherd and Bruce Duncan. The amount of work involved ( as well
the learning phase on my part) has protracted the journal preparation to the point where we
are over one year behind in issues. Realistically, we could never expect to catch up on the
issues, therefore, it was decided that this Journal would be a double volume covering both
1987 and 1988 information. We are optimistic that from this point forward, we can maintain
a more current publication.

At this point, I can see no reason to alter the general format and content established by my
predecessors. Similarly, I will maintain an open plea for articles and other contributions.
Annual banding totals for all banders in Ontario should be submitted as early as possible
using the form to be included with an appropriately timed Newsletter. They can not be
included if they are not submitted.

This Journal offers the opportunity for early publication of information relating to banding
total and recoveries. I would also like to see more articles along the line of progress reports
on specific projects or on an individual (or a few related) species. This could involve data
from several banders (Ontario banders have generally indicated a willingness to share their
data) as this would allow a greater number of birds and a larger geographic area to be
covered. A good example of simple data examination is that from Duncan et all on Merlins
at Hawk Cliff presented in Ontario Bird Banding 19. I expect to contact prospective authors
in the near future with topic suggestions.

If anyone has comments, suggestions, questions on format, etc. please feel free to contact
me at any time.

Thank you to all those who took the time to prepare and submit articles or provided data or
other support.



BANDING IN ONTARIO: 1987
W.D. Mcllveen!

Fourteen individual banders along with their subpermittees and six organized groups or
observatories banding on Ontario reported their results for 1987 in response to a
questionnaire in the OBBA Newsletter. Their banding totals are tabulated below.

Individual Banders
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SPECIES
Pied-billed Grebe
Double-crested Cormorant i1 2465
Great Blue Heron
Green-backed Heron 1
Black-crowned Night-heron 241

Canada Goose

Wood Duck 6 1 4
Green-winged Teal

American Black Duck

Mallard 2
Mallard x Black Hybrid

Blue-winged Teal 4 i
Redhead

Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup

Common Goldeneye

Northern Harrier 3 1

Sharp-shinned Hawk 315 1 4

Cooper’s Hawk 23

Northern Goshawk 2

Red-shouldered Hawk

Broad-winged Hawk

Red~tailed Hawk 23

Rough~legged Hawk 1

Golden Eagle

American Kestrel 17 2

Merlin 3
Peregrine Falcon

Ruffed Grouse

Common Moorhen

American Coot

Black~bellied Plover

Semipalmated Plover

Killdeer 1 11 2
Greater Yellowlegs

Lesser Yellowlegs

Spotted Sandpiper 4 1
Upland Sandpiper

Ruddy Turnstone

Sanderling

'R.R. 1, Acton, Ontario, L7J 2L7



Organized Groups and Observatories
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Pied-billed Grebe 2 2 1
Double~crested Cormorant 2476 2
Great Blue Heron 1 1 1
Green-backed Heron 1 2 2
Black~crowned Night-heron 1 242 2
Woed Duck 29 40
Green~winged Teal 1 1 2 2
American Black Duck 50 50 1
Mallard 125 127 2
Mallard x Black Hybrid 2 2 1
Blue~winged Teal 6 1 12 4
Rédhead 19 18 1
Ring~necked Duck 154 154 1
Lesser Scaup 11 11 1
Common Goldeneye 1 3 1
Northern Harrier 7 41 2 54 5
Sharp-shinned Hawk s 1758 202 4 4 2290 8
Cooper’s Hawk 2 127 29 7 188 5
Northern CGoshawk 7 2 20 31 4
Red-shouldered Hawk 3 2 3 2
Broad-winged Hawk 2 1 3 2
Red~tailed Hawk 83 188 44 17 371 5
Rough~legged Hawk 5 2 g 3
Golden Fagle 1 1 1
American Kestrel 47 773 50 1 4 894 7
Merlin 18 1 22 3
Peregrine Falcon 1 1 1
Ruffed Grouse 1 1 1
Common Moorhen 1 1 1
American Coot 1 1 1
Black~bellied Plover 2 2 1
Semipalmated Plover 4 4 1
Killdeer 5 3 7 1 30 7
Greater Yellowlegs 1 1 1
Lesser Yellowlegs 2 2 1
Spotted Sandpiper 1 9 20 35 5
Upland Sandpiper 3 3 1
Ruddy Turnstone 1 1 1
Sanderling 1 1 1



Individual Banders

Dorset
Thomas
Kingston
Thomas
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Field, St.
Francis,
Huberv, St.
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SPECIES

Fergus

D. Lamble,

R, Ludkin, York

hoton

¥W. Mcllveen,

Jarvis

J. Miles,

E. Nol, Peterborough

L. Simser, Freelton

R. Tasker, Toronto

D. Weseloh, Burlington

P, Wigham, Willowdale

B. Wyatt, Guelph

Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
Baird’s Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Short-billed Dowitcher

AZmerican Woodcock
Ring-billed Gull

Harring Gull

Greater Black-backed Gull
Caspian Tern

Common Tern

Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow=-billed Cuckoc
Eastern Screech-Owl

Great Horned Owl
Snowy Owl
Long~eared Owl
Short~eared Owl
Boreal Owl

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Chimney Swift
Ruby~throated Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker

Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker

Hairy Hoodpecker
Yellow~shafted Flicker 1

LS £ o

Yellow x Red Shafted Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Eastern Wood~Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

Acadian Flycatcher
Willow Flycatcher
Trail’s Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

Lad o

Great-crested Flycatcherx 1

Eastern Kingbird

Horned Lark 2
Purple Martin

Tree Swallow 1 2

N. Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Barn Swallow

Blue Jay

oW

American Crow

Black-capped Chickadee 31 3
Boreal Chickadee

Red-breasted Nuthatch 2
White-breasted Nuthatch 5

Brown Creeper 14 4
Carclina Wren

House HWren

Winter Wren 3 1
Marsh Wren
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Organized Groups and Observatories
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SPECIES ] 28 28 8 B B Birds Banders
Semipalmated Sandpiper & 1 7 2
Least Sandpliper i1 i 13 3
Baird’s Sandpiper i 1 1
Pectoral Sandpliper 1 1 1
Short=billed Dowitcher 10 11 2
American Woodcock 1 8 1 11 4
Ring-billed Gull 1 1 1
Herring Gull 2 3 3
Greater Black-backed Gull 1 1 1
Caspian Tern 98 1
Common Tern 365 2
Mourning Dove 10 2 9 56 7
Black~billed Cuckoo 3 8 1 13 4
Yellow-=billed Cuckoo 2 1 3 2
Eastern Screech-0Owl 2 3 3 8 3
Great Horned Owl 8 2 S i35 3
Snowy Owl i2 1 13 2
Long~eared Owl 2 1 2 5 3
Short~esared Owl 21 21 1
Boreal Owl 3 3 1
Northern Saw-whet Owl 2 194 299 9 507 5
Chimney Swift 1 1 1
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 2 ] 1
Belted Kingfisher 4 2 14 4
Red~headed Woodpecker 13 13 1
ked-bellied Woodpecker 1 1 1
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 11 1 2 21 6
Downy Woodpecker 10 15 57 2 113 12
Hairy Woodpecker 2 7 3 17 5
Yellow-shafted Flicker 4 118 14 1 149 9
Yellow % Red Shafted Flicker 2 2 1
Pileated Woodpecker 1 1 1
Olive-sided Flycatcher 2 3 2
Eastern Hood-Pewee 48 13 3 76 6
Yzllow-~bellied Flycatcher 1 66 18 11 107 8
Acadian Flycatcher 1 2 3 2
Willow Flycatcher 2 1
Trail’s Flycatcher 10 130 21 3 183 8
Least Flycatcher 7 253 66 15 362 11
Eastern Phoebe 26 57 5 108 7
Great-crested Flycatcher 3 25 22 7 18 9
Eastern Kingbird 6 67 1 1 97 7
Horned Lark 2 1
Purple Martin 94 94 1
Tree Swallow 5 971 480 8 2453 12
N. Rough-winged Swallow 1 4 10 4
Bank Swallow 3 17 589 7 629 7
Cliff Swallow 7 20 3
Barn Swallow 25 47 42 208 7
Blue Jay 20 588 31 27 7158 10
American Crow 3 1 S 3
Black~capped Chickadee 107 42 557 24 1118 15
Boreal Chickadee 3 1 4 3
Red-breasted Nuthatch 74 4 2 87 6
White~breasted Nuthatch 3 6 13 E 54 12
Brown Creeper 780 i8 13 858 9
Carolina Wren 3 3 1
House Wren 27 157 42 4 288 9
Winter Wren 175 6 i1 207 9
Marsh Wren 13 13 1



Individual Banders
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SPECIES
Golden-crowned Kinglst 5 1 2 92 1 15 1
Ruby~crowned Kinglet 1 1 17 57 1 12 3
Eastern Bluebird 2 69 8
Yeery 20 2 2 3 1 2 9
Gray-chesked Thrush 1 1 1 4 2
Swainson’s Thrush i 1 2 2 42 2 2
Hermit Thrush 10 29 1 13 20 3 8
Wood Thrush 2 4 6
American Robin 7 1 61 10 23 24 7 4
Gray Catbird 8 40 1 7 19 3 4
Northern Mockingbird 8 3
Brown Thrasher 1 5 2
Cedar Waxwing 2 18 3 3 3
Northern Shrike
European Starling 1 106 1 1 2 14
White-eyed Vireo
Solitary Vireo 4 1
Yellow~throated Vireo
Warbling Vireo 1 1 2 1
Philadelphia Vireo 1 2 3 1 5 10
Red~eyed Vireo 21 1 3 5 16 S 4 13 1
Blue-winged Warbler 2
Golden-winged Warbler 10
Tennessee Warbler L 11 9 37 2 3
Orange~crowned Warbler 3 5 1
Nashville Warbler 22 21 3 2 20 6 5 13
Nerthern Parula
Yellow Warbler 22 34 i6 2
Chestnut-sided Warbler 7 1 1 11 1 1 15
Magnolia Warbler 5 14 7 1 19 15 29 17
Cape May Warbler 1 8
Black-~thr’t Blue Warbler 20 2 1 2 8 1 9 5
Myrtle Warbler 45 3 [ 7 8 11 9 70 9
Black~thr’d Green Warbler 10 8 2 1 2
Blackburnian Warbler 5 1 3 3
Pine Warbler
Prairie Warbler
Palm Warbler 1 1 4 4
Bay-breasted Warbler 1 2 1 13 1 3 4
Blackpoll Warbler 3 1 2 4
Black~and-white Warbkler 36 3 9 1 6 2
American Redstart 15 4 7 1 [ 2 12 11 2
Prothonotary Warbler
Ovenbird 22 3 2 5 1 29 10 3 2
Northern Waterthrush 1 7 1 2 1
Connecticut Warbler 1
Mourning Warbler 2 13 1 3
Common Yellowthroat 16 10 16 2 2 17 3
Hooded Warbler
Wilson’s Warbler 2 5 7 2 1 8
Canada Warbler 5 1 1 7 1 2 6 1
Yellow-breasted Chat
Scarlet Tanager 1 4
Northern Cardinal [ 9 1 g 4 7
Rose~breasted Grosbeak 12 g 13 2 1
Indigo Bunting 1 3 2 3
Rufous~sided Towhee 1 1
Cassin’s Sparrow
American Tree Sparrow 2 8 11 2 32 96
Chipping Sparrow 29 1 64 1 1 5
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Organized Groups and Observatories
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Golden-—crowned Kinglet 4 98 9 228 10
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2 1346 122 61 1623 11
Eastern Bluebird 1 27 107 5
Veery 1 30 63 28 221 11
Gray-cheeked Thrush 141 1 5 156 8
Swainson’s Thrush 2 241 18 39 360 il
Hermit Thrush 447 8 85 634 10
Wood Thrush 41 2 4 59 [
American Robin 30 94 165 12 438 12z
Gray Catbird 53 215 148 21 519 11
Northern Mockingbird 3 14 3
Brown Thrasher 1 87 1 5 118 7
Cedar Waxwing 94 125 241 3 495 9
Northern Shrike 2 1 1 4 3
Buropean Starling 411 31 11 20 618 10
White-eved Vireo 3 3 i
Solitary Vireo 1 42 4 6 58 6
Yellow-throated Vireo z2 2 i
Harbling Vireo 11 89 43 4 152 8
Philadelphia Vireo 45 3 4 74 9
Red-eyed Vireo 4 166 38 13 290 13
Blue~winged Warbler 1 & 9 3
Golden-winged Warbler 1 7 18 3
Tennessee Warbler 3 182 76 13 311 10
Orange~crowned Warbler 21 3 i2 45 &
Nashville Warbler 7 240 68 35 442 12
Northern Parula 1 1 1
Yellow Warbler 127 456 501 13 117 8
Chestnut-sided Warbler 1 128 32 8 211 11
Magnolia Warbler 7 655 38 29 836 12
Cape May Warbler 1 285 3 4 302 [
Black-thr’t Blue Warbler 29 6 11 164 1t
Myrtle Warbler 7 865 192 27 1259 13
Black~thr’d Green Warbler 57 7 a7 7
Blackburnian Warbler 1 65 5 83 7
Pine Warbler i 1 1
Prairie Warbler 2 2 1
Palm Warbler 80 4 5 39 7
Bay~breasted Warbler 4 1z1 8 158 16
Blackpoll Warbler 85 7 102 &
Black~and-white Warbler 138 75 2 273 9
Amerlcan Redstart 1 158 42 11 273 13
Prothonotary Warbler 2 2 1
Ovenbird 2 97 112 25 313 13
Northern Waterthrush 3 73 29 2 121 9
Connecticut Warbler [ 7 2
Mourning Warbler 9 37 8 3 16 i1
Common Yellowthroat 37 195 52 8 358 11
Hooded Warbler 12 S i8 2
Wilsonfs Warbler & 138 12 3 181 10
Canada Warbler 1 102 14 i1 152 12
Yellow-breasted Chat 3 3 1
Scarlet Tanager 2 i1 6 1 25 S
Northern Cardinal 16 37 1 18 102 10
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 6 64 46 5 158 9
Indigo Bunting 60 14 1 4 88 8
Rufous~sided Towhee 54 1 57 4
Cassin’s Sparrow 1 1 1
American Tree Sparrow 456 104 89 7 807 10
Chipping Sparrow 18 69 77 1 266 10



Individual Banders
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SPECIES
Field Sparrow 1 4 6 5 1 2
Vesper Sparrow 6 1
Savannah Sparrow 250 4 2
Grasshopper Sparrow 2
Fox Sparrow 2 3
Song Sparrow 5 1 17 251 52 55 1 41 1 17 40
Lincoln’s Sparrow 2 9 3 4 2
Swamp Sparrow 19 8 5 2 1
White~throated Sparrow 7 67 8 28 2 1 1 36 5 22 7
White-crowned Sparrow 1 8 4 2 16 14 1 5
White~crowned Sparrow (Gambell?’s)
Harris’ Sparrow 83
Slate-colored Junco 31 2 23 139 16 10 5 20 9 90
Oregon Junco
Snow Bunting 30
Bobolink 110 5
Red-winged Blackbird 21 2 55 16 7 4
Eastern Meadowlark
Yellow~headed Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird
Common Grackle [ 14 5 13 7 4 31
Brown-headed Cowbird 3 1 86 4 4 2 19
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oricle 3 6 46 1 2
Purple Finch 15 5 7 1 1
House Finch 630 26 49 8 15 240 1 1 318
Common Redpoll 15 833 2 2
Hoary Redpoll 1
Pine Siskin 8 69 7 268 2 1 119
American Goldfinch 13 1 647 63 4 5 3 194
Evening Grosbeak 1
House Sparrow 15 1 1
Total Birds 448 777 261 486 4053 498 77 1355 13 1128 99 2465 432 1443
Number of Species 48 6 33 14 82 59 20 86 6 58 23 1 62 57




Organized Groups and Observatories
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Field Sparrow 18 80 8 3 138 10
Vesper Sparrow 1 8 3
Savannah Sparrow 35 50 13 10 404 7
Grasshopper Sparrow 3 1 6 3
Fox Sparrow 3 44 2 4 64 6
Song Sparrow 911 342 221 48 2003 15
Lincoln’s Sparrow 26 96 3 7 152 9
Swamp Sparrow 118 243 12 16 424 9
White~throated Sparrow 37 1248 130 112 1771 15
White-crowned Sparrow 72 169 18 i35 3235 1z
Gambell’s Sparrow 1 1 1
Harris’ Sparrow 83 1
Slate~colored Junco 14¢ 1026 161 79 1757 14
Gregon Junco 1 1 2
Snow Bunting 177 207 2
Bobolink 1004 1 2 1122 g
Red-winged Blackbird 7% 308 &8 8 566 1¢
Eastern Meadowlark 4 1 5 2
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 1 1
Rusty Blackbird 8 8 1
Common Grackle 71 244 21 14 430 11
Brown~headed Cowbird 31 40 45 13 248 11
Orchard Oriole 1 1 1
Baltimore Oriocle 10 100 144 8 320 ]
Purple Fineh 14 6 24 73 8
House Finch 2 10 38 10 1409 13
Common Redpoll 195 432 231 1710 7
Hoary Redpoll 1 1
Pine Siskin 271 65 571 687 2068 11
American Goldfinch 2252 150 82 189 3603 12
Evening Grosbeak 37 41 51 130 4
House Sparrow 7 2 7 4 37 7
Total Birds 7769 2923 16412 7007 303 2357 50306
Number of Species 113 14 146 109 3 96 182 192



Commentary on 1987 Banding Report

Chris Risley, 510 Gilmour St., Peterborough, Ont. K9H 2J9

The reported total of 50,306 birds of 189
species, 1 race and 2 hybrids represents an
increase of more than 3,000 banded birds
over last year’s total. It is a result of 14
individual and 6 station banders; also an
increase over last year. Four new
individual banders first reported in 1987
while several banders stopped reporting.
A major loss in bander’s totals were those
previously sent in by waterfowl
researchers in the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Canadian Wildlife Service.
Their total of over 8,000 waterfowl
banded made up 30% of the banding
totals in 1986 but this year without their
totals, only 1% of the bandings are
waterfowl.

The top ten banded species are reported in
Table 1. The top species was the
American Goldfinch with 3,603 banded.
This total was almost double last years
total but it pales in comparison to the
9,396 banded in 1985. As always seems
to be the case, Guelph banders contributed
86% of the highest total. The second
most-banded bird, the Double-crested
Cormorant was the only waterbird in the
top ten. Last year, several of the top ten
were waterfow! but with no government
banding totals, none made the list. The
2476 cormorants were almost all banded
by the indefatigable Chip Weseloh (11 by
Len Simser) and represent a ten-fold
increase over last year’s total. Most other
species listed in the top ten all showed
increases over their totals in 1986. These
included the bandings of 2453 Tree
Swallows. A doubling from last year
which was perhaps due to a renewed
interest in nest box studies. The fourth
most banded species was the Sharp-
shinned Hawk, 2290 banded up from 1379
in 1987. All the remaining top ten were
finches except for the last-ranked Ruby-
crowned Kinglet. All of these except the

10

White-throated Sparrow were banded in
higher numbers than last year. Two of
the finches were winter finches and their
presence in the top ten indicated a
moderate finch winter in southern Ontario.
Both the Pine Siskin and the Common
Redpoll showed four-fold increases in
numbers over last year.

All told there were 15 species that had
banding totals of over 1,000 as compared
to only eight last year. While some
represent incursions of irruptives into the
province (e.g. Pine Siskin and Common
Redpoll) some of the bandings such as
Bobolink and Tree Swallow are a result of
a deliberate focus on single species
studies.

Among species banded this year, several
deserve special mention. Among the
raptors, a Peregrine Falcon at Long Point
was a welcome rarity. Fewer shorebirds
were banded this past year; perhaps a sign
of less effort expended or perhaps a
poorer migration flight. For example,
Semipalmated Plover bandings declined
from 29 in 1986 to only 7 in 1987. The
days of mass gull banding seem to be
over. Only five individual gulls of three
species were banded this year, the lowest
number ever. However Caspian Terns
were banded in greater numbers; 99 were
banded by Len Simser and co-banders. A
useful project which may help us learn
about the longevity and wanderings of this
rare species. Interestingly, 13 Snowy
Owls were banded both this year and last.
This is quite a few for this generally
erratic species. Great Horned Owl
bandings were down from 44 to 185.
Hummingbird bandings also declined from
51 banded in 1986 to 9 in 1987. Three
Boreal Chickadees were banded at Long
Point and Ottawa. They perhaps were the
tail end of an irruption as the same




number were banded in 1986 at those
locations. Likewise Carolina Wren three
banded at Long Point were new additions
from last year. There aren’t many places
in Canada where one can band both these
carolinian and boreal species in a year.
The House Finch population explosion
continues. A total of 1,409 were banded
in 1987 which doubles the previous year’s
total. Interestingly, the total bandings of
House Sparrow was only 37 also a decline
from the previous year. Finally, how is it
that so many Bobolinks are banded in
Wellington County? Brewer and Wernart
banded 1,004 there in 1987, more than
topping the previous high of 786 in 1986.
The rest of the banders in the province
reported only 118 Bobolinks banded in
1987.

The value of these reports is that they
make others aware of variety of birds
banded across province. I encourage all
banders to send in their banding
summaries, especially waterfowl banders.
By having these records, one can peruse
them for ideas of future studies or learn
where species are banded in large
numbers. Finally, banding records
presented in tables helps both amateur and
professional researchers locate data for
analyses. In this respect, data may come
from large organized stations like Long
Point but also from smaller stations run by
single amateurs banders. The value of the
data is that it is available to all.

Table 1: Top ten species banded in Ontario: 1887.
1. American Goldrinch 3003
2. Double-crested Cormorant 2476
3. Tree Swallow 2453
4, Sharp-shinned Hawk 2290
5. Pine Siskin 2068
6. Song Sparrow 2003
7. White~-throated Sparrow 1771
8. Slate~colored Junco 1757
9. Common Redpoll 1710
10. Ruby~crowned Kinglet 1623

White-crowned Sparrow (left) and Gambell’s Sparrow (right

11



BANDING IN ONTARIO: 1988

W.D. Mcliveen?

Fourteen individual banders along with their subpermittees and seven organized groups or
observatories banding on Ontario reported their results for 1987 in response to a
questionnaire in the OBBA Newsletter. Their banding totals are tabulated below.
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Common Loon 1

Horned Grebe

Eared Grebe

Double~crested Cormorant 76
Least Bittern

Great Blue Heron 4

Black~crowned Night~heron 298
Canada Goose 69
Wood Duck 70

American Black Duck 4

Mallard 1 91 3
Blue-winged Teal 7

Ring~necked Duck
lLesser Scaup
Bufflehead

Northern Harrier
Sharp~shinned Hawk
Cooperfs Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk 3

SN
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Broad~winged Hawk
Red~tailed Hawk
Rough~legged Hawk
American Kestrel 7 1 7
Merlin 4

~5 A

Peregrine Falcon

Sora

Semipalmated Plover

Killdeer 4
Lesser Yellowlegs

Solitary Sandpiper 1
Spotted Sandpiper

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Least Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

= b

)
UV Wdd b NI
-

Common Snipe

American Woodcock

Ring-billed Gull 10
Herring Gull 1 40
Caspian Tern 48

b gt

'R.R. 1, Acton, Ontario, L7J 2L7
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Organized Groups and Observatories
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Common Loon T 2 3
Horned Grebe 1 1 2
Eared Grebe 1 1 2
Double-crested Cormorant 713 789 3
Least Bittern 1 2
Great Blue Heron 2
Black-crowned Night-heron 298 2
Canada Goose 49 118 3
Wood Duck 70 2
American Black Duck 4 2
Mallard 1 10 106 6
Blue~-winged Teal 7 2
Ring~necked Duck 108 108 2
Lesser Scaup 1 1 2
Bufflehead 8 8 2
Northern Harrier 1 54 2 22 81 &
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1168 128 1 58 1372 11
Cooper’s Hawk 75 10 12 98 5
Neorthern Goshawk 1 18 19 3
Red~shouldered Hawk 7 2 12 4
Broad-winged Hawk 1 1 1 5 5
Red-tailed Hawk 39 222 30 3 308 7
Rough~legged Hawk 2 1 3 3
American Kestrel 76 738 17 1 32 879 9
Merlin 14 1 4 19 4
Peregrine Falcen 2 2 2
Sora 1 1 2
Semipalmated Plover 14 135 3
Killdeer 10 23 5
Lesser Yellowlegs 3 2 11 4
Sclitary Sandpiper 3 3
Spotted Sandpiper 3 16 2 38 6
Semipalmated Sandplper 3 17 3
Least Sandpiper 8 2 17 4
Pectoral Sandpiper 1 3 37 4
Commen Snipe 2 3
American Woodcock 4 1 11 5
Ring-billed Gull 1 11 3
Herring Gull 1 42 4
Caspian Tern 48 2
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Individual Banders
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Common Tern 259

Mourning Dove 1 86 5 8 5

Black~billed Cuckoo 3 1

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Eastern Screech-0wl 1

Great Horned Owl 3

Snowy Owl 1

Barred Owl 1

Long-eared Owl 1

Short-eared Owl 1

Northern Saw-whet Owl 1

Ruby~throated Hummingbird

Common Nighthawk 1

Whip-poor-will 1 1

Belted Kingfisher 1 3 1

Red-headed Woodpecker 1

Red~bellied Woodpecker 6

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 5 1 1

Downy Woodpecker 3 1 17 i8 2 1 6 2 1 3

Halry Woodpecker 3 1 2 1 1

Yellow-shaffed Flicker 1 16 2 2 2 1 1

Yellow x Red Shafted Flicker 2

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Eastern Wood-Pewee 55 2 1

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 27 1 1

Acadian Flycatcher

Trailfs Flycatcher 49 1 1 1

Least Flycatcher 9 102 5 8 1 16

Eastern Phoebe 2 8 1 2

Great-~crested Flycatcher 21 5 5 2 3

Eastern Kingbird 40 2 1 1 1

Horned Lark 28

Purple Martin

Tree Swallow 42 24 504 4 46 1 1 230

N. Rough-winged Swallow 20 1 1 2

Bank Swalleow 152 1

Cliff Swallow 1 33 43

Barn Swallow 8 38 1

Blue Jay 137 19 3 16 8 1 4

American Crow 5

Black~capped Chickadee 40 39 78 9 8 27 59 1 30 1 15

Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 3 3 2

White~breasted Nuthatch 3 11 2 1 1 13 2

Brown Creeper 29 25 1 1 18 8

Carolina Wren

House Wren 1 52 80 2 8 2

Winter Wren 8 1 10 2

Marsh Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet 2 26 11 1 149 3 3

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 151 49 3 3 42 1 4 21 2

Blue~gray Gnatcatcher 1

Eastern Bluebird 1 69 39 16 10

Veery 6 61 1 3 4 1 2

Gray-cheeked Thrush 11 1 S 1

Swainson’s Thrush 3 112 1 3 15 1 3 3

Hermit Thrush 18 49 14 14 1 6

Wood Thrush 50 4 8 1 1

American Robin 2 1 94 66 1 15 5 1 3 1

Gray Catbird 145 14 32 2 7 11 6 5

Northern Mockingbird 7
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Organized Groups and Observatories
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Common Tern 259 3
Mourning Dove 101 3 5 45 260 11
Black-billed Cuckoo 8 8 1 21 6
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 1 1 2
Eastern Screech-Owl 9 10 20 4
Great Horned Owl 9 1 14 33 5
Snowy Owl 14 15 3
Barred Owl 1 2
Long-eared Owl 3 1 5 4
Short-eared Owl 1 2 3
Northern Saw-whet Owl 2 93 20 116 5
Ruby~throated Hummingbird 42 42 2
Common Nighthawk i 2
Whip=-poor-will 4 6 4
Belted Kingfisher 1 6 5
Red~headed Woodpecker 22 23 3
Red-bellied Woodpecker 2 8 3
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 3 6 6 22 7
Downy Woodpecker 11 18 33 7 123 15
Hairy Woodpecker 3 2 11 3 30 10
Yellow~shafted Flicker 4 108 8 3 148 12
Yellow x Red Shafted Flicker 2 4 3
Olive~sided Flycatcher 3 3 2
Eastern Wood-Pewee 103 le 177 6
Yellow~bellied Flycatcher 75 16 [ 126 7
Acadian Flycatcher 4 5 9 3
Trail’s Flycatcher 1 120 11 14 148 9
Least Flycatcher 17 250 75 24 507 11
Eastern Phoebe 2 19 35 5 74 g
Great—-crested Flycatcher 2 20 6 8 72 10
Eastern Kingbird 2 27 0 1 85 10
Horned Lark 28 2
Purple Martin 127 127 2
Tree Swallow 33 751 247 52 1935 13
N. Rough-winged Swallow 1 z 1 28 8
Bank Swallow 1 8 571 133 866 7
Cliff Swallow 1 78 5
Barn Swallow 2 37 46 152 ?
Blue Jay 15 619 46 7 878 12
American Crow 7 12 3
Black-capped Chickadee 74 72 1574 100 2127 16
Red~breasted Nuthateh 1 50 5 & 71 3
White~breasted Nuthatch 3 11 20 & 73 12
Brown Creeper 684 16 28 811 10
Carclina Wren 3 3 3
House Wren 24 136 20 1 326 11
Winter Wren 136 3 17 177 8
Marsh Wren 3 3 2
Golden-crowned Kinglet 2 13 89 299 11
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 12 908 76 108 1380 14
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 1 2
Eastern Bluebird 1 19 7 162 g
Veery 1 196 67 12 354 12
Gray=-cheeked Thrush 2 123 4 5 152 3
Swainson’s Thrush 1 376 18 37 573 13
Hermit Thrush 401 12 96 611 10
Wood Thrush 50 4 4 122 9
American Robin 31 90 83 28 421 15
Gray Catbird 37 261 82 24 626 13
Northern Mockingbird 1 8 3
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Individual Banders
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Brown Thrasher 23 1 1 1
Cedar Waxwing 1 37 30 g 1
Northern Shrike 1
Loggerhead Shrike
Buropean Starling 1 10 30 3 4 4 1
White-eyved Vireo
Solitary Vireo 10 2 1 1
Yellow~throated Vireo 1
Warbling Vireo i3 1 1 4 2
Philadelphia Virsc 10 1 5 3 1 5
Red~eyed Virec iz 118 4 20 1 4 3 [
Blue-winged Warbler 4 1
Golden-winged Warbler 7 1 1
“Brewster’s” Warbler 1
Tennessee Warbler 2 37 3 3 9 1 1 12
Orange-crowned Warbler 1
Nashville Warbler 4 65 11 3 1 i1 4
Northern Parula
Yellow Warbler 351 9 13 1 18 8
Chestnut~sided Warbler 1 7 2 4 3 2 4 1 10
Magnelia Warbler 7 188 [ 2 8 2 18 24 1
Cape May Warbler 17 6 2 [
Black-thr’d Blue Warbler 10 42 1 2 4 1 8
Myrtle Warbler 19 365 7 1 45 3 12 12
Black-thr’d Green Warbler 45 1 5 i
Blackburnian Warbler 13 44 1 5 1
Pine Warbler 2
Palm Warbler 6 14
Bay-breasted Warbler 37 5 1 28 1
Blackpoll Warbler 18 2 1 2
Cerulean Warbler
Black~and-white Warbler 18 34 2 [ 1
American Redstart 7 88 3 1 2 2 9 17
Worm-eating Warbler 1
Ovenbird 14 51 1 5 2 4 1 4
Northern Waterthrush 2 [ 1 S
Kentucky Warbler 1
Connecticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler 28 2 1 4 1 1
Common Yellowthroat 1 117 3 5 8 1 9 1 12
Hooded Warbler 4
Wilson’s Warbler 27 2 4 2 4 1
Canada Warbler 2 32 1 2 1 2 2 1 7
Yellow~breasted Chat
Scarlet Tanager 25 2 1
Northern Cardinal 1 13 2 1 2 13 3
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1 130 3 3 14 1 2 2
Indigo Bunting 25 2 1 9
Rufous-sided Towhee 7 1
American Tree Sparrow 1 2 16 1 1 4 3 1 20
Chipping Sparrow 8 126 83 1 1 1
Clay-colored Sparrow 1
Field Sparrow 1 1 1
Vesper Sparrow 1 1
Savannah Sparrow 13 18 3 1
Grasshopper Sparrow 3
Fox Sparrow 1 1
Song Sparrow 1 79 161 16 2 37 3 g 10 4
Lincoln’s Sparrow 51 3 1 4
Swamp Sparrow 36 5 1 5



Crganized Groups and Observatories
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Brown Tnrasher 54 15 6 101 8
Cedar Waxwing 133 71 83 5 380 10
Northern Shrike 1 2 4 4
Loggerhead Shrike 1 1 2
European Starling 310 36 7 36 472 1z
White~eyed Vireo 3 1 4 3
Solitary Vireo 32 3 3 52 8
Yellow-throated Vireo 1 2
Warbling Virec 3 44 13 3 84 10
Philadelphia Vireo 52 7 2 86 i¢
Red-eyed Vireo 5 250 59 i5 497 13
Blue-winged Warbler 3 19 27 5
Golden-winged Warbler 5 1 1 16 7
“Brewster’s" Warbler 1 2 3
Tennessee Warbler 7 B89 16 7 180 13
Orange~crowned Warbler ] 5 i 4
Nashville Warbler 9 98 39 20 265 12
Norxrthern Parula 3 1 4 3
Yellow Warbler 69 243 355 17 1084 11
Chestnut~sided Warbler 1 145 48 17 312 14
Magnolia Warbler 1 525 €5 53 901 14
Cape May Warbler 117 148 [
Black-thr’d Blue Warbler 128 i5 8 219 11
Myrtle Warbler 5 499 98 5 1071 13
Black~thr’d Green Warbler 49 7 2 110 8
Blackburnian Warbler 1 55 3 1 124 i0
Pine Warbler 7 3 iz 4
Palm Warbler 37 3 &0 5
Bay~breasted Warbler 45 2 2 121 9
Blackpoll Warbler 2 122 ? 154 8
Cerulean Warbler 1 i 2
Black-and-white Warbler 102 62 5 230 9
American Redstart 1 174 52 18 374 13
Worm-eating Warbler 3 4 3
Ovenbird 3 207 112 9 413 13
Northern Waterthrush 30 22 66 7
Kentucky Warbler 2 3 3
Connecticut Warbler 3 3 2
Mourning Warbler 4 47 11 1 100 11
Common Yellowthroat 42 294 68 25 586 14
Hooded Warbler 71 75 3
Wilson’s Warbler 3 137 20 8 211 i1
Canada Warbler 1 138 20 i3 223 14
Yellow~breasted Chat 1 14 2
Scarlet Tanager 11 & 45 &
Northern Cardinal i6 50 1 [ 108 iz
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 3 85 49 3 296 13
Indigo Bunting 71 24 7 139 8
Rufous~sided Towhee 2 1 3 14 6
American Tree Sparrow 1068 85 68 28 1298 14
Chipping Sparrow 15 171 36 442 i¢
Clay~colored Sparrow 2 1 1 5 5
Field Sparrow 27 76 12 14 132 8
Vesper Sparrow 2 4 8 5
Savannah Sparrow 18 18 18 30 120 9
Grasshopper Sparrow 2 4 9 4
Fox Sparrow 2 35 & 45 [
Song Sparrow 449 348 201 50 1370 15
Lincoln’s Sparrow 29 121 7 3 219 9
Swamp Sparrow 81 154 & 12 300 9
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Individual Banders
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Wnite-throated Sparrow 3 Z 23 [ 1 1 5 el
white-crowned Sparrow 1 1 26 18 4 1 2
White~crowned Sparrow {Gambell’s) i
Slate-colored Junce 26 53 226 18 1 2 126 1 13 4 11
Snow Bunting 69
Bobolink 14 43 4
Red-winged Blackbird 88 [ [ 103 1 7 11 Z
Eastern Meadowlark 1
Rusty Blackbird 1
Common Grackle g 8¢ 6 2 g
Brown-headed Cowbird 4 63 42 31 3 4 9 1 3
Northern Oricle (Orchard) 3
Northern Oricle (Baltimorel 171 13 4 9 2 1 [
Pine Grosbeak 1
Purple Finch 26 3 5 2
House Finch 2 102 200 42 2 2 314
Common Redpoll 1 a5 3
Pine Siskin 13 B3 764 24 4 410
Emerican Goldfinch 2 2 126 249 133 43 2 4 7287
Evening Grosbeak g 1 17 i3
House Sparrow 1 2 12 1
Total Birds 331 63 4765 367 3366 643 83 104 1000 32 1033 76 344 1369
Number of Species 40 28 113 9 89 55 9 21 &8 14 60 25 55 38
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Organized Groups and Observatories
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Bhite~throated Spariow 142 TEG £ 55 IETIE
White-crowned Sparrow 88 145 27 4 319 13
White-crowned Sparrow {Gamb 1 2 3
Slate-colored Junco 80 465 227 £9 1322 16
Snow Bunting 5 202 276 4
Bobolink 442 2 13 1 51% 8
Red-winged Blackbird 147 584 184 58 1187 13
Bastern Meadowlark i 1 1 6 i &
Rusty Blackbird 1 2
Common Grackle 110 418 50 43 762 106
Brown-headed Cowbird 96 154 100 28 536 14
¥orthern Oricle {Orchard} i 4 3
Horthern Oricle (Baltimore) 17 78 79 20 4000 12
Pine Grosbeak 1 2
Purple Finch 74 5 1€ 11 142 g
House Finch 51 88 157 14 974 12
Common Redpoll 859 73 1048 &
Pine Siskin 450 8 704 314 211z 11
Imerican Goldfinch 39 g6 154 246 1742 15
Evening Grosbeak 7 14 76 -] 142 2
House Sparrow 82 53 8 i0 149 g
Fotal Birds BZ30 7 2292 14121 EU8S 2449 713 46466
Bumber of Specles 47 12 136 103 103 b 18t
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Commentary on 1988 Banding Report

Chris Risley, 510 Gilmour St., Peterborough, Ont. K9H 2J9

The reported total of 46,466 birds of 181
species (including races and hybrids)
represents a decrease of nearly 4,000
banded birds over last year’s total. These
birds were banded by cooperators at 20
locations (15 individual and 5 station
banders) which is the same number as
reported last year, Two previously
reporting banders dropped out while two
others were added. The decrease in
bandings does not appear to be accounted
for by the banders not reporting but
instead is likely due to either less banding
effort by the various banders or poorer
weather or conditions for capturing birds.

The top ten banded species for 1988 are
reported in Table 1. In general, most
species were banded in fewer numbers
this year. It is interesting to note that the
first and second species of the top ten, the
Pine Siskin and the Black-capped
Chickadee, were banded in higher
numbers than last year. All the rest of the
top ten were banded in fewer numbers
than last year. The top species was the
Pine Siskin with 2,772 banded. Most of
these were banded by Dave Lamble who
tripled his total from last year and even
surpassing permanent stations in siskin
bandings. Most banders showed higher
totals over last year suggesting there was
a major siskin invasion across southern
Ontario. The second highest species, the
Black-capped Chickadee, was banded in
numbers almost twice last year’s total.
For a species that is usually sedentary this
is quite remarkable. A comparison of last
years with this years totals shows however
that there were no major increases in
chickadees banded at most locations. But
in Ottawa, 1,000 more chickadees were
banded in 1987 than in 1988, Was a
special effort made to catch chickadees or
was ther¢ a capital region invasion?

20

These added bandings alone boosted the
chickadees to second place in the top ten.
The rest of the species in the top ten were
the usual species for the list but were
banded in fewer number than earlier years.

What the year lacked in quantity of birds
banded, it seemed to make up in quality.
Several unusual species were banded and
interesting records set. An Eared Grebe
and a Least Bittern are firsts for Guelph
since these banding reports started in
1984. Most ducks and geese bandings
were down except the Bufflehead of
which 80 were banded. Most hawks
especially the accipters were banded in
fewer numbers while Red-shouldered
Hawk bandings went up from 5 to 12,
Two Peregrine Falcons banded at Toronto
were exceptional and new for the station.
Most shorebird bandings were down
except the Pectoral Sandpiper which
dramatically increased in banding from 1
to 37. Most all of these were banded by
Dave Lamble of Guelph. What's the
secret Dave? Mourning Doves went up
from 56 in 1987 to 260 in 1988. No one
station predominated; they were banded
by ten different banders. Eastern Screech
Owls more than doubled to 20 banded in
1988 including 10 at Hawk CIiff.

Among the songbirds, Acadian Flycatchers
banded at Guelph and Long Point went up
from 3 last year to 9 this year. All
swallow bandings were down except the
Purple Martin for which 127 were banded
at Ottawa alone. Bluebirds are stili
showing an increase, 162 were banded at
8 sites. Most warbler bandings were the
same or lower than last years. Some of
the exceptions to this were: 12 Pine
Warblers by Long Point, Ottawa and C.
Francis; 413 Ovenbirds at 12 stations; 585
Common Yellowthroats at various
stations; 75 Hooded Warblers by Long



Point and C. Francis and 14 Yellow-
breasted Chats at Long Point.

Compilations of banding data from
banders at various locations across the
province are notorious for lack of
standardizing of effort and confounding
weather effects but sometimes interesting
trends shine through the fog. House
Finches and House Sparrows provide an
example of species that show an enticing
banding pattern and possible relationship
(Fig. 1). When the numbers of House
Finches and House Sparrows banded from
1984 to 1988 are compared they show a
possible negative relationship. During this
period the number of House Finches
banded increased 50 times. As this
happened, the House Sparrow bandings
began to decrease. Since 1985, a
fascinating relation between the sparrows
and finches appeared. As the House
Finch bandings increase, the sparrow
bandings go lower. The relationship is
most evident in 1987 when 1409 House
Finches were banded and only 37 House
Sparrows. Since then the House Finch
bandings have decreased slightly. Has the
population peaked and will bandings level

off? What will happen to House Sparrow
bandings? Only time will tell.

Insights into species relationships are what
ultimately make banding a useful tool for
scientific inquiry. It is becoming more
and more important to examine our
expanding banding data base and publish
these investigations because of the need to
justify banding to the Canadian Wildlife
Service and the federal governments of
Canada and the United States. Already
these agencies are calling for changes to
nongame banding. A recent banding
newsletter (December 1989) stated a need
to reduce "nonessential” or "random”
banding because of cost and lack of useful
results (ie. publications). The best way
for us to counter these sentiments is to
prepare analyses of banding data and
publish them. To this end at a minimum I
encourage all Ontario banders to send in
their banding totals for this banding
compilation and more importantly to
analysis and publish their own banding
data whenever possible. Nothing less than
the future of nongame banding in North
America is at stake. We must show that
banding has value and is useful for bird
population conservation and management.

HOUSE SPARROW AND HOUSE FINCH BANDING

1984 - 1988

4
1
1
1 o

NUMBER OF BIRDS
{ Thoumanes)
-
i

A Y

S 77 N\\

Houss Finch

U
1866

KN touse Sporrow

1887 1888

21



Table 1: Top ten species banded in Ontario:

1987 and 1988.

1987

1988

American Goldfinch
Double~crested Cormcrant
Tree Swallow
Sharp~shinned Hawk

Pine Siskin

Song Sparrow
White~throated Sparrow
Slate-colored Junco
Common Redpoll
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

3603
2476
2453
2290
2068
2003
1771
1757
1710
1623
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Pine Siskin
Black~cp. Chickadee
Tree Swallow
American Goldfinch
White-thr. Sparrow
Ruby-cr. Kinglet
Sharp~shinned Hawk
Field Sparrow
Slate-col. Junco
Red-wgd. Blackbizrd

Ring-billed Gull

2772
2127
1935
1742
1387
1380
1372
1334
1322
1197



LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: 1987 REPORT

GEORGE E. WALLACE

The following represents a compilation of
articles by this author and Amber M. Hall
published originally in the Long Point bird
Observatory (LPBO) Newsletter 20(1): 2-
4, 12-13 and 16. Please note that in the
article " The 1987 Banding Year" in that
issue, there were many errors in the
banding totals presented. The following
report gives correct figures for 1987.

This years banding total came to 16,412
birds of 145 species, making 1987 an
above average year to the tune of over
5,000 birds. The current 28 year banding
average at LPBO is 11,564 birds per year.
The number of species banded was very
close to the average for the past 27 years.
LPBO has now banded 323,792 birds of
245 species.

Over all, 1987 was a more successful
banding year than 1986. Several factors
enhanced the 87 total. As it has been for
the past few years, Lighthouse Crescent
was again sensational and 60% of our
birds were banded there in 1987. We
certainly stabilized our coverage at the
Tip. Since December 19835, there have not
been any major habitat-altering storms. As
a result, we have been able to develop
many new net sites and to resurrect some
of the old ones. Dave Shepherd
"prefabbed"” two Jay Traps for the Tip and
they were built and put to use. We are
still holding off on construction of a new
Heligoland trap. The old trap has
sustained substantial damage in the past
two years. Currently, there is no dune
protecting it. Hence a new site will have
to be found. However, we were much
better at trapping at the Tip in 1987 and
our total there was up by approximately
1,000 birds over 1986.

Other factors adding to the 1987 tally
included the new raptor banding station at
Clear Creek, where 314 raptors were
banded. The Tree Swallow project banded
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a high total of nestling swallows and
David Hussell’s simple, yet ingenious,
"flap trap" fooled many adults at the nest
boxes (see Hussell 1988). Banding at
other sites such as our St. Williams
feeder, Terrie Woodrow’s Port Ryerse
feeder, and the Wilson Tract in South
Walsingham also helped to raise the total.

Looking over some of the highlights, the
Tip contributed two brand new species to
the LPBO banding list. Ian Higginson
took pity on a Great-Black-backed Gull
that was tangled in fishing line. The bird
was banded and released in good
condition. The other new species was a
Cassin’s Sparrow, which was also the
fourth addition to Long Point’s bird list in
1987. Cabin construction slowed a bit that
day so everyone could get a loock at a
species most had never heard of before.
There can be little doubt that this was the
first Cassin’s Sparrow ever banded in
Canada.

The Green-winged Teal banded at
Breakwater was the first banded since
1967. It amazed assistant Arun Bose by
somehow wriggling its way into an
unbaited ground trap set along the shore
for sandpipers. Next on the list came the
raptors. The advent of Clear Creek
resulted in new all-time banding records
for Sharp-shinned, Cooper’s and Red-
tailed Hawk and American Kestrel. The
two Northern Harriers tied the 1965 total.
The Merlin was LPBO’s 14th. A gorgeous
tundrius Peregrine at Clear Creek was our
fourth,

Ruffed Grouse have declined on Long
Point, possibly as a result of heavy
browsing of their winter food supply by
White-tailed Deer. Back in the "60’s,
LPBO banders caught one in a Heligoland
trap at the Tipl. In 1987, we did well to
catch one at Lighthouse Crescent in a mist
net. It was the first since 1979. Persistence
on the part of our field biologists at



Breakwater made for some fine shorebird
captures. The Greater Yellowlegs was our
6th. Two Black-bellied Plovers brought

our cumulative total to 13 and the Baird’s
Sandpiper made #11, our first since 1975,

We did very well with Saw-whet Owls,
banding 194, our 2nd highest total. We
would have caught many more if
conditions had been better at the Tip, but
poor weather ruined many good nights.
On 19 November in Long Point Provincial
Park, assistant Jon Curson approached a
Snowy Owl from down wind, crawling on
his belly. The owl was just finishing
dinner, a Horned Grebe, when Jon bagged
if with a hand net. This was a major
sensation. It was our second Snowy, the
first having been banded in 1965. More
than that though, it was perhaps the most
beautiful bird any of us had ever seen in
the hand.

Visitor Richard Dixon of England scored
our ninth Chimney Swift while "flick-
netting” for swallows at Breakwater.
Boreal Chickadees lingered at Lighthouse
Crescent into May. This gave us a chance
to make 1987 our third year with banded
Boreal Chickadees. We captured many
tiny wrens in 1987, much to the delight of
banders who had to extract them from
mist nets. Our House Wren total was the
second highest ever and the Winter Wren
tally was a new record by only one wee
wren. Also in the extremely small
category, we set a new record high for
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, mostly as a result
of assistant Joanie Humphrey’s "big"
Kinglet day.

Our warbler numbers mixed highs and
lows. The Blackpoll Warbler total was
low, as was that of Ovenbird which was
the second lowest in 28 years. Conversely,
we missed tying the Black-throated Blue
Warbler record by one, while the Hooded
Warbler tally is a new record by one bird.
All the Hood Warblers were banded in the
Wilson Tract, where they breed. The
"Eastern” (or "Yellow") Palm Warbler was
the first individual of this subspecies ever

banded on Long Point.

Scarlet Tanagers once again showed up in
very low numbers in our nets. Most
sparrow totals were also low compared to
other years. The exception was the total
for Swamp Sparrows, which was our
second highest on record. Lastly in the
highlights department are icterids and
finches. This year was a good one for
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, with several
sightings around Long Point. In keeping
with this, a Yellow-headed Blackbird was
banded at the Tip in July. This was
LPBO’s third, and the first since 1981.
Our high Pine Siskin banding total was
mostly due to a big session at Terrie
Woodrow’s feeder in Port Ryerse. Finally,
the 1987 House Finch tally is more than
three times the previous high at 10 birds.
They have increased tremendously in
Southern Ontario and they bred for the
first time on Long Point in 1987 at
Lighthouse Crescent, and raised four
young.

Table 2 shows recoveries of birds banded
by LPBO and reported to us in 1987. Our
1986 report listed a much larger number
of recoveries than shown here, That report
contained a backlog of recovery
information while the quantity shown here
is definitely more typical for any given
year. The most outstanding recovery is
that of the Northern Waterthrush. This
individual set a new longevity record for
the species at 8 years, 11 months (Collier
1987, Klimkiewcz 1983). Of note for their
distance from their banding sites here on
Long Point were the White-throated
Sparrow recovered in Crestview, Florida
and the Evening Grosbeak in Sylva, North
Carolina, both among the longest distance
recoveries of these species from LPBO.
The Saw-whet Owl was our fifth recovery
of a saw-whet banded in 1985, bringing
our recovery rate for these 1985 birds to
2.5%.

We continue to use supplementary address
bands with good success and hope to
present a full analysis of the results using



U.S. address bands in the near future. In
May 1987, we began using bands carrying
a Canadian address - "Inform Nat,
Museum, Ottawa, Canada." We look
forward to updating our readers on the
results of this second phase of the address
project.

In the course of regular banding activities,
we captured two birds previously banded
by other researchers. A chipping Sparrow
was caught at Breakwater 25 April 1987.
It was originally banded by Dr. A.L.
Middleton near Guelph, Ont. At our Clear
Creek raptor station, we captured a
Cooper’s Hawk on 26 October 1987. Mrs.
M.C. Forness of Cuba, N.Y. banded this
bird as a hatching year female in New
Jersey on 25 September 1982.

Table 3 gives a sampling of longevity
records for birds banded at L.ong Point
and recaptured in 1987. Many of the
longevity records listed here are not very
sensational, but they do reflect the avian
history of a field station coming of age.
Most of the 3-5 year old birds in Table 3
are from Lighthouse Crescent. We have
been most active there only since 1983,
but we are gradually cultivating a banded
breeding population from which we hope
longevity records will spring in the future.
In most cases, there are several individuals
of comparable age and I have chosen one
bird as an example. We have trouble
keeping bands on our Cardinals as they
seem to enjoy biting them off. The
Cardinal cited here had to be rebanded for
that reason. The Tree Swallow is one of
our oldest in a while. An LPBO bird
holds the North American record at 11
years (Hussell 1979, Clapp et al. 1983).

The "Yellow-shafted" Flicker recapture is
interesting in that we get precious few
recaptured, and this one was caught on its
banding anniversary three years later. The
Tree Sparrow record is an example of a
bird recaptured on its wintering grounds,
in this case, Lighthouse Crescent. We
have a similar situation evolving at our
feeder at S. Williams, where "slate-colored
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" Juncos are returning for their second and
third winters.

Finally, three of the birds listed are
making encore appearances from last
year’s report (Wallace 1988). The Eastern
Kingbird bred again at the tip of Long
Point in 1987 and needs only 1 year, 8
months to tie the record (Clapp et al.
1983) The Red-winged Blackbird and
Common Grackle each added a year to

their ages to stand as the oldest retraps in
1687.

In conclusion, we are very pleased with
the 1987 banding year at Long Point.
Major strides were made at the tip of the
point, where we rebuilt our field station. I
am sure that this will ensure the gathering
of quality data from LPBO’s longest
running migration monitoring site. A new
raptor banding program was initiated with
great success and investigation into the
potential of an inland site in South
Walsingham was begun. Plans are now
being laid for the development of an
expanded field headquarters at Lighthouse
Crescent that will provide much needed
accommodation, research and visitor
facilities. We are very excited about all of
these new projects and the ramifications
they have for LPBO, not only as banding
station, but also a force in the study of
Canadian birds.
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TABLE 1. BIRDS BANDED AT LPBO - 1987.

Species

Green-winged Teal
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk

Northern Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red~tailed Hawk
American Kestrel

Merlin

Peregrine Falcon

Ruffed Grouse
Black~bellied Plover
Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer

Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Spotted Sandpiper

Ruddy Turnstone
Sanderling

Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper

Baird's Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Short-billed Dowitcher
American Woodcock
Ring-billed Gull

Herring Gull

Great Black-~backed Gull
Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Snowy Owl

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Long~eared Owl

Chimney Swift

Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
"Yellow~shafted" Flicker
"Yellow x red-shafted" Flicker
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Acadian Flycatcher
"Traill's" Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher

Eastern Phoebe
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Species Al
Great Crested Flycatcher 4
Eastern Kingbird 12
Tree Swallow 6
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 1
Bank Swallow 12
Barn Swallow 19
Blue Jay 336
American Crow

Black-capped Chickadee 1
Boreal Chickadee

Red-breasted Nuthatch 11
White-breasted Nuthatch 4
Brown Creeper 149
Carolina Wren

House Wren 24
Winter Wren 29
Marsh Wren

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 111
Eastern Bluebird

Veery 9
Gray-cheeked Thrush 11
Swainson's Thrush 18
Hermit Thrush 70
Wood Thrush 1
American Robin 6
Gray Catbird 2
Northern Mockingbird 1
Brown Thrasher 29
Cedar Waxwing

European Starling 1
Solitary Vireo 1
Warbling Vireo 1
Philadelphia Vireo

White~eyed Vireo 1
Red~eyed Vireo 4

Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler

Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler
Black~throated Blue Warbler
"Myrtle" Warbler
Black-throated Green Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler

Prairie Warbler

"Western" Palm Warbler
"Eastern” Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler

[y

ek
[a] e
OV W = 01 DN DN W O U 00 W

3]

240

12

88

21

oo

59

23

44

14
43
16
66
157
19
41

18

41
39
19

28

Al3 Oth Total

20
44
9

11
12
1
22
3
47
2
543
3
112
138
13
1176

58
110
168
358

33

83
192

33
125
43
40
73
45

149

107
21
224
410
99
571
123
77
702
47
45

49
77

40
116

931

16

o

25
67
971
1

17
47
588
1
42
3
74
6
780
3
157
175
13
1346
1
90
141
241
447
41
94
215

87
125
51
42
89
45

166

152
21
240
456
128
655
285
99
865
57
65

79
121

85
139



Species

American Redstart
Prothonotary Warbler
Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush
Connecticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Rufous~-sided Towhee
Cassin's Sparrow
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
"Slate-colored” Junco
Bobolink

Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark

Yellow-headed Blackbird

Rusty Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
"Baltimore” Oriole
Purple Finch

House Finch

Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow

GRAND TOTAL
# OF SPECIES

# OF HYBRIDS

Al A2

5 30
1
1 16
1 16
3 1
2 1
26 9
3 7
3 10
1 1
1
2 14
3
24 14
1
4
36 25
42 25
1
28 21
2 1
3 2
62 67
13 18
25 19
367 247
84 75
511 304
1
57 139
4
1
56 21
8 15
3 15
1
1 1
14 5
1
2756 2532
104 99

29

Al3 Oth Total
124 159
1 2
71 9 97
56 73
2 6
34 37
160 195
6 6

125 135
87 2 102

3 3

9 11
35 1 37
48 64
11 14
16 54
1

96 4 104
8 69
19 90
1

1 50

3

39 44
213 342
65 96
199 243
634 1248
10 169
147 64 1026
1

110 306
4

1

8 8
167 244
17 40
82 100
5 6

8 10

8 57 65
52 79 150
40 41

2 2
9625 1499 16412
106 27 145

1

1




Key to age and sex

L: Local (nestling)

HY: Hatch - year

SY: Second - year

AHY: After - hatch - year
ASY: After - second - year
M: Male

F: Female

U: Unknown

Key to status

300: Normal (single banded)
606: Supplementary address band

Key to how recovered

00: Found dead
12: Caught by cat
89: Trapped and released by bander

Key to who reported

21: Member of the public
22: State, provincial or federal agent
23: Bird bander
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LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: 1988 REPORT

GEORGE E. WALLACE

The following is a compilation of articles
by this author and Bev Collier originally
published in the Long Point Bird
Observatory (LPBO) Newsletter, Vol.
21:1.

Our banding totals for 1988 (Table 1)
were down by over 2000 birds from 1987.
The total for the year was 14,165 birds of
136 species. This brings the all time
LPBO total to 337,957 birds of 246
species. Generally speaking, low banding
totals in the fall were likely to blame for
the drop in the total. However, the 1988
total is still very much in keeping with
tallies from other years. There was only
one week of coverage in fall at
Breakwater, but the excellent banding
effort in the Wilson Tract in South
Walsingham easily made up for it. Let me
review some of the highlights.

One hundred and seventy five raptors
were banded at Clear Creek in 1988,
down from the 1987 total of 314. The
Merlin was only the 15th ever banded at
LPBO. Low water levels along the Long
Point Causeway created excellent
shorebird habitat and, thanks to the
Canadian Wildlife Service, we were able
to trap shorebirds there for two days using
monofilament nets. The mud made for
some interesting banding exploits, but the
effort expended resulted in LPBO’s 11th
through 13th Pectoral Sandpipers and a
selection of other common species.

The Black-billed Cuckoo total was up
over the previous two years and was
indicative of the high numbers of cuckoos
present in our area this year due to a
gypsy moth outbreak. Our Saw-whet Owl
total was less than half of 1987’s, largely
because we were plagued with poor
weather throughout much of their
migration. The Red-bellied Woodpeckers
were our 10th and 11th banded. The Blue
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Jay total was the highest since 1970 and
the third highest ever. While the Ottawa
Banding Group recorded a Black-capped
Chickadee invasion at Innis Point, our
total was up only slightly. The
Loggerhead Shrike was our 26th and a
very good capture, as this species becomes
increasingly rare in Ontario.

We set several banding records in 1988.
Red-eyed Vireo was a new high, narrowly
edging by the 248 banded in 1985. While
some warbler tallies were very low, such
as "Myrtle" Warbler, banding activities in
the Wilson Tract helped set new marks for
three species. The previous high for Blue-
winged warbler was 16 in 1985. For
Black-throated Blue Warbler, the new
high is 28 more than that of 1985. In
1987, the old Hooded Warbler high was
set at 6, but research conducted on that
species in 1988 resulted in ten times that
number banded. The "Brewster’s" Warbler
was our 4th.

Sparrow number were generally low, with
three notable exceptions. The Chipping
Sparrow total of 171 set a new LPBO
record for the species, beating out the
previous high of 168 from 1965. The
Clay-colored Sparrow was our 10th and
the House Sparrow total was the highest
since 1966! Finch numbers were also
down in 1988 except, of course, for House
Finch. The 88 banded in 1988 easily
surpassed 1987’s 10.

Fourteen recoveries were reported to us in
1988 (Table 2). It is impressive that we
continue to get recoveries of birds banded
in 1985. Over 30,000 birds were banded
in that year, nearly twice the number of a
more typical year. There were no
recoveries of birds banded prior to 1985,
so all birds taking the four smallest band
sizes reported here have carried a
supplementary address band. Two of the




nine birds carried our new Canadian
address band, bearing the address of the
National Museum in Ottawa. All others
bear the address of the Banding Lab in
Washington, D.C. Having only begun
using the Canadian address in May 1987,
we fully expect to learn more of its
effectiveness in the next couple of years.

In 1987, its first year of operation,
banding activities at our raptor station at
Clear Creek resulted in two recoveries and
the capture of a hawk banded elsewhere.
The SHarp-shinned Hawk was the last one
banded at the station in 1987 and it
apparently wintered. The Cooper’s Hawk
was recovered near Port Stanley. On 26
October, 1987, we captured a Cooper’s
Hawk originally banded by Mrs. M.C.
Forness on 25 September, 1982 at her
banding site in Cape May, New Jersey.

Peter Hicklin, a biologist with the
Canadian Wildlife Service in New
Brunswick, has been doing intensive
banding of Semipalmated Sandpipers on
their fall passage at Cape Dorchester on
Shepody Bay, an arm of the Bay of
Fundy. He captured a Semipalmated
Sandpiper that we had banded on spring
migration in 1985. Did the bird in
question follow an inland route on its trek
north and follow the Atlantic Coast in
fall? Or was it a second-year bird on its
first northward migration? Perhaps these
birds settle into a coastal migration pattern
after linking up with large numbers of
adults on their arctic breeding grounds.

The Saw-whet Owl recovery lent further
credence to the notion that most of our
fall migrant Saw-whets originate from
areas to the north and east of Long Point.
The American Robin recovery is our
longest for the species and ranks among
the longest of all our recoveries - truly
impressive. The Gray Catbird made a
brief, and unsuccessful, northward light in
the fall of 1986.

We enjoyed our communications with
Robert McKinney, who bands at his camp

34

in the Finger Lakes hill country near
Maples, New York. On 2 May, he
captured one of our Rufous-sided
Towhees and then caught it twice more
with a distinctive brood patch, indicating
that it was local breeder. In September
1984, we captured and released an Eastern
Wood-Pewee that Bob had banded only 5
days before. Bob wrote a short piece for
the Ontario Bird Banding Association
Newsletter (McKinney 1988) describing
this avian trade. We enjoyed it and look
forward to exchanging birds again. This
recovery tied the previous distance record
for the species, but in exactly the opposite
direction.

The "Myrtle" Warbler recovery was
testimony to the precision of the timing of
seasonal migration. The bird was
recovered there years later, nearly to the
exact day, and at the same latitude as that
of the original banding. The "Slate-
colored" Junco was our first recovery of a
bird bearing a Canadian address and also
stands as our longest distance recovery of
this species.

Table 3 is a list of the oldest birds
recorded at LPBO in 1988. The method of
Kennard (1975) has been used to compute
the ages. Our efforts at Old Cut Blvd.
continue to yield good records. Most of
the longevity records in Table 3 originate
from there. You may notice that all of the
birds are new on the list, except two: Tree
Swallow #910-18949, who checks in at 8
years old and Red-winged Blackbird
#722-24262, now 9 years, 11 months old.
This may mean that some of our
"regulars" have died or that we simply did
not recapture them in 1988. We did not
capture our longevity record hopeful
Eastern Kingbird in 1988 (see Wallace
1988) and we are hoping that she simply
eluded us this year. The Northern Rough-
winged Swallow has been captured at the
Tip four times in all. Once, when we
originally banded it in 1983, once more in
1983, again in 1984 and lastly in 1988.
Given that we usually only band 2 or 3
Rough-wings each year, it is remarkable



that we have managed to recapture this
individual four times.

Among our most interesting records are
those of the neotropic migrants, whose
yearly round-irip journeys expose them to
the most peril. The Yellow Warbler at 6
years of age is very impressive. The North
American record is 8 years, 11 months
(Klimkiewicz et al. 1983). The Eastern
Kingbird of 4 years and the Traill’s
Flycatcher of 4 years, 2 months are
equally impressive, given that they tend to
the longer distance migrants.

Table 4 shows the number of birds of
various ages recaptured at LPBO in 1988.
Note that following Tree Swallows on
nest box grids, as we do every year,
greatly enhances our chances of
recapturing swallows.

Literature Cited:

Table 5 lists particularly dramatic intra-
area movements. These are interesting
because they show how quickly some
birds move up and down the Point. There
were many inter-area movements that
spanned several days, or even weeks. In
the case of the Brown Creeper, the
distance between Breakwater and Old Cut
was covered at an average rate of 2.7
km/hr, Blue Jay #1383-74759 made the
Tip to Breakwater trip flying at an
average speed of 11.4 km/hr. We are
fortunate indeed to conduct our banding
efforts on a narrow point that restricts the
movement of birds as much as it does.
Otherwise, information of this type would
be very hard to come by.

Many thanks to Bev Collier and Rhys
Bullman for their assistance in preparing
this report.

Kennard, J.H. 1975. Longevity records of North American Birds. Bird Banding 46: 55-73.

Klimkiewicz, M.K., R.B. Clapp and A.G. Futcher. 1983. Longevity records of North
American birds: Remizidae through Parulinae. J. Field Ornithol. 54: 287-294.

McKinney, R.G. 1988. Bird exchange across the border. OBBA Newsletter 33(3):1-2.

Wallace, G.E. 1988. 1987 longevity records. Long Point Bird Observatory Newsletter

20(1): 16.
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Table 1. Birds banded at LPBO -~ 1988,

Species

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel
Merlin

Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer

Lesser Yellowlegs
Spotted Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
American Woodcock
Herring Gull

Mourning Dove
Black~billed Cuckoo
Yellow~billed Cuckoo
Long~eared Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl
Whip-poor-will

Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
"Yellow-shafted" Flicker
"Y.S x R.S" Flicker
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

Acadian Flycatcher
"Traill's" Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird

Tree Swallow

N. Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow

Barn Swallow

Blue Jay

Black-capped Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren

House Wren

Winter Wren

Marsh Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby~crowned Kinglet

Al

[SS RN V)

50
10

17
117

278

213

28
54

167

36

A2 Al3 Other Total

1 8
1
3
4
4
1 1
8
3
71
4
4
2
2
3 10
20 55
1
3
24 24
6 44
4
5 91
16 115
6 7
17
6 14
6 10
1
5
23 7
275 55
1 28
5 30
6 1
150 320
1 1
16 92
11 71
1 2
7
40 699

2
115
9

2
30
16
1
14
2
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19
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11
684
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136

13
908



SEecies

Eastern Bluebird

Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson's Thrush
Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush

American Robin

Gray Catbird

Northern Mockingbird -~
Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
Loggerhead Shrike
European Starling
White~eyed Vireo
Solitary Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue-winged Warbler
Golden~winged Warbler
"Brewster's" Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Cape May Warbler

Black-throated Blue Warbler

"Myrtle" Warbler

Black~-throated Green Warbler

Blackburnian Warbler
Pine Warbler
"Western" Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Black-~and-white Warbler
American Redstart
Worm-eating Warbler
Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush
Kentucky Warbler
Connecticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal

Al

7
19
49
71

14
41

QO ped e OO et

26

7

5
25
15
24
22

6

145

6
3

19
9
26

17
11
2

1

A2 Al13 Other Total
1 1
2 113 74 196
9 89 6 123
9 296 22 376
22 307 1 401
4 29 16 50
22 52 2 90
21 185 14 261
1
1§ 23 54
12 57 2 71
1
8 26 14 56
1 1 3
5 25 1 32
1 35 44
51 1 52
8 204 12 250
1 pA 16 19
1 4 5
1 1
5 54 23 89
9 9
5 69 19 98
14 204 243
2 80 48 145
28 381 92 525
6 89 117
5 74 43 128
54 300 399
4 37 2 49
47 5 55
2 5 7
g8 10 37
36 45
16 78 2 122
1 1
4 83 13 102
8 123 26 174
2 1 3
5 77 119 207
1 25 1 30
1 2
3 3
4 37 3 47
44 182 4 294
3 66 71
10 107 3 137
4 95 29 139
12 14
4 7 11

7 28 14 50




Species Al A2 A13 Other Total
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 24 10 44 7 85
Indigo Bunting 3 3 12 6 24
Rufous-sided Towhee 13 15 17 1 46
American Tree Sparrow P2 83 85
Chipping Sparrow 110 59 1 1171
Clay-colored Sparrow 1 1
Field Sparrow 33 27 16 76
Vesper Sparrow 2 2
Savannah Sparrow 14 4 1 19
Grasshopper Sparrow 2 2
Fox Sparrow 2 33 35
Song Sparrow 39 28 277 4 348
Lincoln's Sparrow 23 11 87 121
Swamp Sparrow 13 3 138 154
White-throated Sparrow 186 96 476 1 759
White-crowned Sparrow 96 28 21 145
"Slate-colored" Junco 128 72 148 117 465
Bobolink 1 1 P/
Red-winged Blackbird 175 250 130 29 584
Eastern Meadowlark 1 1
Common Grackle 112 48 232 26 418
Brown-headed Cowbird 35 72 27 18 154
Orchard Oriole 1 1
"Baltimore" Oriole 13 12 51 2 78
Purple Finch 1 4 5
House Finch 3 7 78 88
Pine Siskin 8 8
American Goldfinch 21 20 45 9 96
Evening Grosbeak 14 14
House Sparrow 2 49 2 53
Total banded 2861 1793 7501 2010 14165
No. of species & hybrids 94 91 105 78 136
Key to locations

Al: Tip of Long Point

A2: Breakwater

Al3: Old Cut Blvd., Long Point

Other: Various sites - St. Williams, Port Rowan Sewage

Lagoons, Mud Creek, And Wilson Tract.
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Legend for Table 2

Key to age and sex

L: Local(nestling)
HY: Hatch-year

AHY: After-hatch-year
M: Male

F: Female

Key to status

300: Normal(single banded)
606: Supplementary address band

Key to how recovered

00: Found dead

01: Shot

13: Hit stationary object

14: Hit by car

28: Caught by hand

89: Trapped and released by bander

Key to who reported

21: Member of the public
22: State, provincial or federal agent
23: Bird bander

Key to date recovered

43: Last 10 or 11 days of the month
99: Day of month unknown
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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION SEVENTEENTH

ANNUAL REPORT; 1987

BY BRUCE W. DUNCAN', DONALD FOWLER?, AND SHEILA FOWLER?

INTRODUCTION

The 1987 season at Hawk CIliff saw
29,524 bawks counted (26 per hour) and
2633 banded (2.33 per hour) in 1133
hours of station operation. The sightings
total was lower than the long-term average
mainly because so few Broad-winged
Hawks were seen (2847). Weather
conditions were apparently unfavourable
for a big lakeshore flight. The banding
total was slightly above average (+11%).

There were some exceptional high: 18
Merlins banded (a record); 5153 Turkey
Vultures seen (another record); the first
year since 1981 for a migration count of
over 10,000 sharp-shinned Hawks; 23
Golden (highest ever count) and 17 Bald
Eagles (second highest count) seen; a
Golden Eagle caught and Banded; a
record number of Ospreys passing by
(133) and record highs of Peregrines (31)
and Merlins (65) seen. Finally, a total of
1133 hours logged by banders, the best
commitment of time since 1975 in spite of
very poor flights on the first three
weekends of September.

Thirty-four hawks were banded at the
Lakeshore Station in August, the first on
August 24, and the month saw an
extremely early Merlin banded. The
September weekends that followed had
fog, drizzle or rain until the afternoon of

the 20th, but September’s total was still
the best since 1981 because almost 1,000
were banded between September 20 and
30. On September 29, 13 Peregrines went
by on a southwest wind, one of the
highest ever daily totals.

October was also the best since 1981 and
the 25th had a spectacular flight of over
2,000 Red-tailed Hawks, 7 Golden Eagles,
3 Bald Eagles and 32 Northern Harriers,
the best harrier count of the season.

One November day was memorable: on a
snowy November 21, 39 Rough-legged
Hawks were seen in 4 hours at one station
and 12 at another. December proved
uneventful, although a very late Turkey
Vulture with an apparently broken leg
flew by on the 6th.

There were two demonstration weekends
in 1987: September 12-13 and 19-20. The
second showing of banded hawks to the
public was scheduled because of the
terrible weather on the first week-end.
However, even the second weekend’s
weather was poor and few hawks were
available for any of the shows.

' 1049 Kirkwall Road, RR 1, Dundas, ON. L9H 5E1

2 17 Fifth Avenue, St. Thomas, ON. N5P 4C2

2




THE MIGRATION

The 1987 flight began in late August with
a weak high pressure air mass moving
southeast over Hawk Cliff on August 29,
bringing the expected northwest winds and
43 hawks (17 Northern Harriers and 29
American Kestrels forming the majority);
15 were banded including the earliest ever
Merlin (an immature female). On August
30, the winds were southwest but 63
hawks were seen and 17 banded.

September 1 saw another high move
through and winds were west-northwest,
with 190 hawks seen and 60 banded, 54
of them kestrels. On the Labour Day
weekend (September 5-7), a gently
dropping barometer and south to southeast
winds produced very few migrants for the
banding stations.

On September 10, another weak front
resulted in the best flight of the young
season (902 hawks seen, 121 banded).
This was the first substantial Sharp-
shinned Hawk movement (535 birds) The
weekend (September 12-13) was again
disappointing with winds from the south
to southeast. However, 62 birds including
3 Merlins, were banded on September 13,
and 15 Merlins were spotted on that day.

Warm weather on September 14-16
brought more hawks but not in very large
numbers, and was followed by rain on
Thursday, September 17. The expected
front behind this did not materialize and
another disappointing period followed the
rain on Friday morning and a high
afternoon flight on northeast winds.
Saturday produced early drizzle and a
wind that swung from northeast to
southeast resulting in a high flight of few
birds. Sunday was similar.

Thunderstorms on September 21 passed
early and 592 flew by on west-southwest
winds.This was the first day with 100+
Sharp-shinned Hawks banded when 110
were caught.
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On Wednesday, the 23rd, a front moved
through with strong northwest winds:

1178 hawks were seen and 213 banded,
the best day of the season. From then
until the end of the month, the flight was
fairly good, coming on northwest or
southwest winds with no strong weather
systems.

A weak front on September 30 produced a
catch of 206 hawks, but it was the strong
front bringing cold Arctic air down on
Saturday, October 3, that resulted in the
first good trapping of Red-tailed Hawks
(13) and the season’s high of Cooper’s
Hawks (24). Almost 1700 Turkey Vultures
were seen on that day. There were about
3500 hawks sighted, the season’s high
since the big Broad-winged Hawk flight
had not materialized near the lakeshore in
September.

Another high pressure system on October
8 was followed by a strong front on
Saturday, October 10, when almost all
stations were manned. The northwest
winds brought 1850 hawks of 9 species.
The last big Sharp-shinned catch (98) was
made along with the first Northern
Goshawk of the season. From then until
October 25, the month was slower. Mild
weather with no strong fronts resulted in
low counts.

On October 25, winds were
west=northwest at 25 k/h and stronger. A
clear sky produced a huge migration of
Red-tails (2114), Red-shoulders (120), 9
rough-legs, 3 Bald Eagles, 7 Golden
Eagles, and even a Peregrine Falcon,
while 13 species were seen in total. The
only absentees were Merlin and Broad-
winged Hawk. Three Northern Goshawks
and 76 other hawks were banded.

October 30 was slow day: one bird
banded. However; it was an endangered
species and a bird rarely caught at Hawk
Cliff. Sheila Fowler at Station 3 caught a
Golden Eagle, the first in almost ten
years. It was the highlight of the fall
migration.




The next front was on Halloween but the
flight was high and only 15 hawks were
banded - but 2 of these were Goshawks.
There were good cold fronts on November
5/6, 9, 14, and 21, this last day produced
149 hawks including 51 Rough-legged
Hawks coming in and out of snowflurries
while six inches of new snow lay on the
ground. There were a lot of adult male
Northern Harriers going through out of the
25 seen Of this flight; however, only one
Red-tail was caught and banded. That day
almost finished the season’s passage
although stragglers were seen on a few
days in December and 5 more hawks were
caught to bring the season’s total to 2633,

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Tables 1 and 2 show the 1987 sightings
and bandings by Hawk Cliff personnel
compared with the long-term averages.
Tables 3 and 4 break these down into
monthly total and Table 5 gives
information on the number of hawks
banded per hour of station coverage. From
Fable 5, the 2.33 hawks per hour for 1987
is below the mean catch over the past 14
years. The hours of coverage (1133.0) id
the highest since 1975 in spite of the poor
weekend flights in the first half of
September. Apparently, the diehard’
hawk banders still turned out in force.

Table 1. Hawk Cliff sightings in 1897 compared to 1973-1986 averages

Species 1987 Count 1973-1986 Average Variation

TUVU 5153 1378 +274%
NOGO 26 34 - 24%

SSHA 11209 10210 + 10%
COHA 778 475 + 64%
RTHA 4092 3271 +25%
RSHA 227 67 +239%
BWHA 2847 11293 - 15%

RLHA 84 38 +121%
GOEA 23 6 +283%
BAEA 17 5 +240%
NOHA 601 780 - 23%

OSPR 133 78 + 71%
PEFA 31 10 +210%
MERL 65 15 +333%
AMKE 2781 3366 - 17%

TOTALS* 29524 31176 - 5%

* Includes unidentified hawks, Gyrfalcons and Swainson’s Hawks

It is wise to remember what we said in
the 1986 Hawk CIiff report (see Duncan
et al, 1987) when reading the following
species accounts:

"There are some remarkable variations in
Tables 1 and 2. Since banders are more
concerned with trapping hawks, counting
is not always accurate. Also, observations
made from inside a blind though a 5-10
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cm eye slot, often without binoculars, are
predictably not always precise. However,
hawks that approach the lures are usually
seen well and noted, resulting in fairly
accurate totals for low-flying and
attacking hawks such as Northern
Goshawk, Cooper’s Hawk, Sharp-shinned
Hawk, Northern Harrier, American
Kestrel, Merlin and Peregrine Falcon.



Table 2. Hawk CIliff bandings in 1897 compared to 1973-1986 averages

Species 1987 Count 1973-1986 Average Variation

NOGO 7 16 - 56%
SSHA 1755 1532 + 15%
COHA 127 101 + 26%
RTHA 188 275 - 34%
RSHA 3 6 - 50%
BWHA 1 2 - 50%
RLHA 2 2 -
GOEA 1 0.3 +233%
NOHA 41 48 - 15%
PEFA 0 1.2 -100%
MERL 18 6 +200%
AMKE 490 382 + 28%
TOTALS* 2633 2371 +11%

Of course, these birds do not always fly
low or attack. Those species that frequently
fly past high and respond less frequently to
lures are probably underestimated, while
rarities such as Golden Eagle and Bald
Eagle are watched for and noted. All
discussion below the totals should be read
with these limitations in mind. (p.22)"

Although Table 1 shows that banders saw
5% fewer than average hawks, a close
examination reveals that the shortfall is
accounted for in the Broad-winged Hawk
flight while most other species were above
average. Since Broad-wings are very
seldom caught and banded (Table 2 shows
that Hawk CIliff averages 2 per season) this
particular decline did not affect banding
Success.

TURKEY VULTURE

A record count of 5153 Turkey Vultures
was 52% higher than last years record of
3385, and almost four times the 1973-1986
average of 1378. The flight started on
September 24 (6 birds) and peaked in early
October with 1675 on October 3 and 1166
on October 10, both days with northwest
winds following cold fronts. The last
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vulture of the year was seen on December
6, a bird with one leg dangling that flew
over the snow-covered fields near the
inland station.

Turkey Vulture numbers have shown a
steady increase since 1983 as Figure 1,
delineating numbers per station hour points
out. North-west winds bring them close to
the Lake Erie shoreline during fall passage
while southerly winds spread them out on
a broad front away from the lake.

NORTHERN GOSHAWK

With only 26 Northern Goshawks seen and
7 banded, this was a slim year for the
species. However, since Goshawks are an
irruptive species with ten-year peaks, the
last being 1981, this year’s count is hardly
surprising (Mueller et al, 1977). All but
one of the Goshawks were seen on days
with or immediately following cold fronts
when winds were north to northwest. The
first migrants were on October 3 and the
last, November 9.

All the banded birds were HY, typical of a
flight between irruptions. Six were male;
one, female.




Table 3. Hawk Cliff Sightings By Month

Species Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
TUVU 7 206 4934 5 1 5153
NOGO - - 25 1 - 26
SSHA 3 7749 3438 16 3 11209
COHA - 154 607 16 1 778
RTHA 3 108 3215 749 17 4092
RSHA - 4 221 2 - 227
BWHA 1 2818 28 - - 2847
RLHA - - 11 66 7 84
GOEA - - 17 5 1 23
BAEA 1 7 7 2 - 17
NOHA 49 269 208 71 4 601
OSPR 5 121 5 2 - 133
PEFA - 26 5 - - 31
MERL 3 51 11 - - 65
AMKE 171 2280 328 2 - 2781
UNID - 175 1267 14 1 1457
TOTALS 243 13968 14327 951 35 29524
Table 4. Hawk Cliff 1987 Banding by Month

Species Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
NOGO - - 7 - - 7
SSHA 1 1204 546 3 1 1755
COHA - 26 99 2 - 127
RTHA - 16 107 62 3 188
RSHA - - 2 1 - 3
BWHA - - 1 - - 1
RLHA - - - 2 - 2
GOEA - - 1 - - 1
NOHA 7 25 4 4 1 41
MERL 1 17 - - - 18
AMKE 25 429 36 - - 490
TOTALS 34 1717 803 74 5 2633
Station

Hours 20 640 361 96.5 15.5 1133
Days 4 113 76 37 8 239
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COOPER"S HAWK

The 778 Coopers Hawks sighted (64%
above average and the third highest ever)
and 127 banded (26% above average are
totals indicative of weather that pushed
migrants towards the lakeshore in late
September and the first half of October,
There were five cold fronts during that
period. The best days were October 3 with
122 (24 banded), October 10 with 98 (7
banded) and October 11 with 92 (11
banded).

The HY:AHY ratio was 2.10:1 (86 HY 41
AHY), low compared to the long-term
ratio of 3.36:1 (Duncan, 1981). The
male:female ratio was 1.35:1 (73:54) very
close to the long-term average of 1.27:1
(ibid). The 0.1121 Cooper’s Hawks
banded per station hour is close to the
mean (0.1179/hr) (ibid).

This is the third year in a row with a good
Cooper’s Hawk migration count and the
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Cooper’s Hawk
banding ratio of 13.8:1 is close to the
average of 14.2:1 and this with a higher
than normal Sharp-shin flight (see below).

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

About 1,000 more than the average
number of Sharp-shinned Hawks were
seen in 1987 (+10%) while bandings were
15% over the average. Expressed as
hawks per station hour, the banding figure
is 1.55, compared to a long-term average
of 1.74 (Duncan, 1982 and D. Fowler,
unpubl.), a slight decline. This was also
the first year since 1981 with a count over
10,000.

Holiday Beach Observatory which counts
migrants about 100 km west of Hawk
Cliff had a record high of 18,604 for the
season (Benoit, 1988). Peak flight at
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Hawk Cliff were late: September 30: 1252
(187 banded, the best catch of the season)
and October 3: 1262 (156 banded),
another indication of the weather during
the first part of September when large
Sharp-shinned Hawk flights normally
occur. Also indicative was the HY:AHY
ratio which averages 3.90:1 but this year
was 1.81:1 (ibid), with 625 AHY birds
banded. Catching was obviously better
later in the flight when more adults were
flying than earlier when the immatures
were moving south.

RED-TAILED HAWK

The 4092 Red-tailed Hawks seen were the
best total since 1977 when 5238 went by
Hawk Cliff. On one remarkable day, Oct
25, 2114 were sighted and 34 banded,
most going west quite high. On that one
cold day with west-northwest winds, over
half the season’s Red tails moved through.
In spite of such a fine flight, the banding
total was 34% off the average (188 vs.
275). The catch was 163 HY birds and 25
AHY, a ratio of 6.52:1, above the long-
term mean of 4.52:1 (Duncan, 1983).

RED SHOULDERED HAWK

Although 227 Red-shouldered Hawks
were seen, including 120 on October 25,
the day of the enormous Red-tail
migration, the Hawk Cliff counts should
not be considered accurate. Most Red-
shoulders at great height are (above field-
mark range with the unaided eye) are
lumped with Red-tails or let go as
"unidentified".

The Holiday Beach Observatory 1987
count was 1400 Red-shoulders (Benoit,
1988). The difference is in the binoculars.
Three Red-shoulders were banded in 1987
a not atypical total.
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TURKEY VULTURES SEEN AT HAWK CLIFF

BIAOS PER STATION MOUB W73 1987
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Figure 1

Table 5. Number of hawks banded per hour at Hawk CIliff, 1973-1987

Year Number of Hours of Hawks/Hour
Hawks Banded Coverage

1973 1226 1172 1.05
1974 2284 1010 2.26
1975 4119 1161 3.55
1976 2915 884 3.30
1977 3486 949 3.68
1978 2170 925 2.35
1979 2746 988 2.78
1980 2212 802 2.76
1981 2972 817 3.64
1982 1539 746 2.06
1983 1961 742 2.64
1984 1532 642 2.39
1985 1913 951 2.01
1986 2124 944 225
1987 2633 1133 2.33
Totals 35832 13862

Average 2389 924.1 2.58
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BROAD-WINGED HAWK

There was no large flight of Broad-winged
Hawks past Hawk Cliff in September,
1987. On the best day, September 18,
with winds from the northeast, 1530 were
seen. Holiday Beach Observatory
experienced the same disappointing season
with only 18,376 seen, half of their
average annual total (Benoit, 1988).

The lack of cold fronts in early and mid-
September allowed the birds to slip out of
the province somewhere away from the
Lake Erie shoreline. The only Broad-wing
banded was a late immature on October

4 - a typical total for this unresponsive
species.

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK

The first Rough-legged Hawk of the fall
was spotted early, on October 1 and the
total of 84 was a good one (121% above
average). Only 1977’s total of 178 was
better.

A remarkable flight of 51 on November
21 was probably the best-ever day at
Hawk Cliff. Bob Hubert wrote that they
"looked like ghosts coming in and out of
the snow". The entire season’s banding
total of 2 came on that day.

GOLDEN EAGLE

Sheila Fowler placed band number 629-
07176 on an AHY female Golden Eagle
on October 30, the first since December of
1978. It was a magnificent bird and the
high point of a record season of eagles.

There were 23 sightings with 7 seen on
the cold front of October 25, and at least
one on 11 other days from October 12 to
December 6. On four days, winds had a
southerly component - something most
hawk banders had previously regarded as
poor for Golden Eagles.
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BALD EAGLE

The 17 Bald Eagles seen were second
only to 1986’s 20 while Holiday Beach
saw a record breaking 49. Hawk Cliff’s
ranged from one on August 24 to a final
bird on November 21. The best flight
came with the 7 Golden Eagles when 3
Bald Eagles flew on October 25. None of
the sighted birds wore wing markers
indicating they were from reintroduction
programs.

NORTHERN HARRIER

After two years of 900+ Northern
Harriers, this season’s 601 was a
disappointing 23% off the average and the
catch of 41 was 15% below average. The
best two days were in late October:
25th:32 and 31st: 31, while the more
usual large numbers of immatures in late
August and September were not there. The
poor hawk weather of those days was
undoubtedly responsible.

Of those banded, 27 were HY males and
11, HY females, a ratio of 2.45:1, above
the long-term average of 1.86:1 (Duncan,
1986). One AHY female and two AHY
males were caught, quite an
accomplishment when one is aware of the
extreme wariness of adults of this species.

OSPREY

Although no Ospreys are ever banded at
Hawk CIiff, this season’s sightings total of
133 is record and a remarkable 71%

above the average. On one day, September
16, 21 were seen. Holiday Beach’s record
190 was over double their average of 79
per fall.

The Osprey population is increasing and
will continue to do so from the DDT-
induced lows of the 1950’s and 1960’s all
across North America (Poole, 1989). We
can look forward to more and more record
counts in the autumns ahead.




PEREGRINE FALCON

Another record year: 31 Peregrines seen in
the fall of 1987. The previous high had
been 23 in 1985. None were banded this
year. The high counts were 13 on
September 29 and 8 on September 27
when winds were southwest and south and
there was overcast - poor days for most
other species but fine days with good
updrafts at the cliff edge for Peregrines.

MERLIN

A fantastic flight of 65 Merlins shattered
the previous record of 38 in 1986. There
was good catching as well with 18
banded. On a single day, September 13,
15 Merlins were seen and 3 banded. The
earliest was a HY female on August 23,
very early, and the latest, 2 on October
11.

Although this count is a record, when
computed with station hours included, the
results are:

1985: 13.69/1000 station
hours

1986: 16.96/1000 station
hours

1687: 15.89/1000 station
hours

with 1987 being second to 1986.
However, the long-term mean (1973-1986)
is 6.53 per 1,000 station hours, showing
that these three recent years have
produced a remarkable increase in
Merlins. There may be more migrating or
banders may be better able to identify
them as they race by now than in past
years or both factors may account for the
good numbers.

Ten HY males were banded (September 6-
27) and 7 HY females (August 29-
September 21). A single AHY female was
caught of September 30. This catch of
94% HY birds fits the pattern from 1972-
1986 (87% HY: Duncan, 1987).
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AMERICAN KESTREL

There has been a fairly steady annual
increase since 1982 of American Kestrels
passing by Hawk CIiff:

1982: 1017
1983: 1733
1984: 1630
1985: 1797
1986: 2471
1987: 2781

However, when one considers the much
higher counts from 1976-1980
(range:3125-6172), the 1987 flight does
not appear so large (17% below average,
in fact). The number banded, 490,
however, is high -28% above the average
of 382, and largely the result of the
lakeshore station having coverage during
virtually all of the good flight days in
September. Kestrels fly in greatest
numbers right along the lakeshore at
Hawk CIiff,

There were 333 seen on September 10, the
peak flight; 79 of those were banded. The

kestrel migration went from August 23

(66 flying) to 2 stragglers on November 6.

SUMMARY

The 1987 flight at Hawk Cliff was above
average in general except for a very low
Broad-winged Hawk count and somewhat
lower Northern Goshawk, Northern
Harrier, and American Kestrel numbers,
Golden Eagle, Bald Eagle, Turkey
Vulture, Merlin and Peregrine numbers
were exceptionally high,

The banding total was 12% above average
in spite of very low catches in early
September at all stations other than the
one at the lakeshore. The first Golden
Eagle banded in over 9 years was the
season’s highpoint, along with a record
high catch of Merlins.
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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION BAND ENCOUNTERS: 1986-1987

BY SHEILA FOWLER' AND BRUCE DUNCAN?

Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station

received 44 encounter reports from the
Bird Banding Office in 1986 and 31 in
1987 for a total of 75. The cumulative

total is now 577 encounters or 1.4% of
the 40,772 hawks and owls banded from
1969 to 1987. Table 1 shows the
percentages by species.

Table 1. Encounters of Hawk Cliff Banded Birds: 1969-1987

Species Number of
Encounters

SSHA 238

COHA 39

NOGO 13

RTHA 159

RLHA i

NOHA 8

PEFA 2

MERL 3

AMKE 102

SEOW 2

GHOW 7

SNOW 3

Totals 577

Number
Banded
24019
1689
251
4747
36
770
23
102
8823
65
81
_19
40685*

IR

) 90 (2 = I 00 =4 I LI LA D
oo ouo Lo

l.

oy
P

" Does not include species for which there were no encounters.

Tables 2 and 3 contain 54 recoveries and
21 foreign retraaps. A recovery is a bird
that was found dead or killed and which
was banded under the Hawk Cliff permit.
A foreign retrap is a bird captured and
released in a different 10-minute block
from the one in which it was originally
banded.

Of the 75 encounters, two were in Central
America and the Caribbean while 43 were
in the United States. It is interesting to
note

that, of the three birds reported shot, both
non-North American encounters are
included. The other was a Cooper’s Hawk
killed near Roscoe, Georgia.

Our most interesting recovery was the
Northern Harrier shot in Cuba during the
February following its banding. This
location is 1350 km south of Hawk Cliff
and approximately 750 km further south
than the previous most southerly
encounter of a Hawk Cliff banded harrier
(Duncan, 1986).

17 Fifth Avenue, St. Thomas, Ontario, N5R 4C2
*1049 Kirkwall Road, RR#1, Dundas, Ontario, L9H 5E1
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Table 2

Recoveries: Received in 1986-1987

Species Age Sex Date Banded How Location of
and Band Date Encountered  Encountered Encounter
Number
SSHA
852-05264 HY M Oct 02, 1981  Struck object Wheatley, ON
Jun -- 1984 dead (420-0822)
1293-85037 HY F Oct 16, 1985  Found dead Lawrenceburg, TN
Dec 03, 1985 (351-0875)
1293-92846 HY F Sep 23, 1985  Found dead Charlottte, NC
Jan 18, 1986 (351-0805)
1293-92328 HY F Sep 15, 1984  Found dead Largo, FL
Feb 23, 1986 (275-0824)
1293-92138 HY F Sep 27, 1985  Found dead Osgood, IN
Mar 31, 1986 (390-851)
1093-56478 HY F Sep 16, 1979  Struck object  Clymer, NY
Apr 18, 1986  dead (420-0793)
852-05027 HY M Sep 27, 1980  Struck object, Powassan, ON
Apr 25, 1986  dead (460-0792)
1293-85014 HY F Sep 14, 1985  Struck by  St. Mattieu, QU
June 21, 1986 car (415-0685)
842-94858 HY M Sep 29, 1984  Struck object ~ Monroe, MI
Oct 11, 1986  dead (415-0832)
1293-85191 HY F Sep 13, 1986  Caught by = Monticello, MS
Dec -- 1986 dog, dead (313-0901)
832-41499 HY M Sep 27, 1983  Found dead Crawford, GA
Jan 05, 1987 (335-0830)
1293-92633 HY F Sep 10, 1985  Struck object, Cynthian Twp OH
Feb 19, 1987  dead (401-0842)
1293-92887 HY F Oct 13, 1985  Struck object, Evans, NY
Apr 12, 1987  dead (424-0785)
32-41219 HY M Oct 02, 1983  Struck object Lyndonville NY
Apr 14, 1987  dead (431-0782)
1293-85446 HY F Sep 13, 1986  Found dead Tapiola, MI
May 22, 1987 (465-0883)
COHA
745-01455 HY F Oct 05, 1979  Shot, dead Roscoe, GA
Mar 15, 1985 (332-0845)
614-01884 HY M Sep 29, 1985  Struck object, Falmouth, KY
Jan 02, 1986 (384-0841)
NOHA
614-13967 HY M Sep 21, 1984  Shot, dead La Habana, Cuba
Feb 17, 1985 (230-0841)
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Table 2 (Cont’d)

Species
and Band
Number

RTHA

877-27194
877-05423
877-25045
877-46199
987-27089
987-27256
877-44724
877-44781
877-46161
877-29089
Y87-26484
987-41513
R77-44847
877-44869
Y87-27095

AMKE

1143-70420
1143-70287
1143-70145
1363-28721
1143-70436
1363-28642
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Age Sex Date Banded How Location of
Date Encountered  Encountered Encounter

HY U Oct 23, 1977  Dead on Calhoun Falls, SC
Feb 08, 1985  highway (340-0824)

AHY U Mar 04, 1972  Snared, Forestville, QU
Oct 29, 1985  dead (484-0690)

HY U Sep 09, 1975  Found dead Pickering, ON
Nov 09, 1985 (435-0790)

HY U Oct 11, 1985  Struck by Newstead, NY
Nov 12, 1985 car, dead (425-0783)

HY U Oct 25, 1985  Struck object, Hilton, NY
Dec 28, 1985  dead (431-0774)

HY U Sep 13, 1985  Found dead Woodslea, ON
Dec 30, 1985 (421-0824)

HY U Oct 20, 1985  Found dead Lucasville, OH
Jan --, 1986 (385-0825)

AHY U Nov 05, 1983 Found dead Adel Moultrie, GA
Feb 24, 1986 (310-0833)

AHY U Nov 02, 1984 Found dead  Black Creek, ON
May 11, 1986 (432-0810)

HY U Oct 29, 1980  Caught by Warkworth, ON
Jun 06, 1986  dog, dead (440-0775)

HY U Nov 12, 1979  Found dead Albany, GA
Jul 27, 1987 (313-0841)

HY U Dec 10, 1986  Dead on Ridgetown, ON
Jan 05, 1987 highway (422-0815)

HY U Oct 20, 1985  Dead on Jamestown, OH
Mar 01, 1987  highway (393-0834)

ASY U Oct 29, 1983  Found dead Parker Dam SP, PA
May 09, 1987 (411-0783)

HY U Oct 09, 1983  Dead on Adel, GA
Feb 08, 1987  highway (310-0832)

L M Jun 05, 1985 Found dead nr Port Stanley, ON
Jul 03, 1985 (424-0811)

L M May 25, 1985 Found dead nr St. Thomas, ON
Jul 10, 1985 (424-0811)

HY F Sep 22, 1985  Caught by Pace, FL.
Oct 18, 1985  hand, dead (303-0870)

HY M Sep 21, 1985 Shot, dead Riv. Shutaque, QU
Nov 19, 1985 (144-0893)

L M Jun 09, 1985  Struck by farm  Ingersol, ON
Dec 14, 1985  machine, dead (430-0805)

HY M Aug 31, 1985 Dead due to Port Stanley, ON
Dec --, 1985 weather (424-0811)



Species
and Band
Number

SSHA
1143-53071

1293-92110
1293-85106
1293-92700
832-41634

1293-92115
1293-91001
852-07379

1293-92689
1293-85282
1293-92459
1293-92927
1293-86432
1293-92949

745-00931
745-65642
614-39629
RTHA

877-44835
877-27398
877-46245

Foreign Retraps Randei@ed in 1986-1987

Age Sex Date Banded

HY
AHY
SY
HY
HY
HY
ASY
HY
HY
HY
HY
HY
HY
HY

HY
HY
AHY
AHY

HY
HY
HY

How Location of

Date Encountered  Encountered Encounter

Sep 25, 1975
Oct 17, 1984
Sep 20, 1985
Sep 24, 1984
Sep 27, 1985
Sep 29, 1985
Sep 27, 1985
Sep 30, 1985
Sep 15, 1984
Apr 14, 1986
Sep 20, 1985
Apr 30, 1986
Sep 18, 1982
May 05, 1986
Sep 07, 1985
May 07, 1986
Sep 22, 1985
Oct 09, 1985
Sep 07, 1986
Oct 05, 1986
Sep 26, 1984
Dec 07, 1986
Aug 31, 1986
Apr 14, 1987
Sep 13, 1986
May 06, 1987
Sep 13, 1986
May 09, 1987

Sep 30, 1985
Apr 21, 1986
Sep 15, 1981
Mar 27, 1987
Apr 03, 1985
Oct 06, 1986
Mar 11, 1986
Oct 07, 1986

Oct 30, 1983
Dec 04, 1985
Oct 16, 1977
Apr 25, 1986
Oct 07, 1986
Nov 23, 1986
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Cedar Grove, W1 433-0874
nr Wheatley, ON 420-0822
nr Wheatley, ON 420-0822
nr. Ambherstburg, ON
420-0830

nr. Ne Vienna, OH 391-0834
Whitefish Point, MI 464-0845
nr. Paradise, MI 464-0850
Braddock Bay, NY 431-0774
Smith Point, TX 293-0944
Smith Point, TX 293-0944
Marianna, FL. 304-0851
Braddock Bay, NY 431-0774
Whitefish Point, MI 464-0845

Whitefish Point, MI 464-0845

Braddock Bay, NY 431-0774
N. Cleveleand, WI 735-0874
(banded at Braddock Bay, NY)
Hawk Cliff, ON 431-0774
(banded at Whitefish Pt, MI)
Hawk Cliff, ON 464-0845)
Malton, ON  434-(0793
Aurora, ON 440-0792

New Knoxville, OH 403-0841




Table 2 (Cont’d)

Species
and Band
Number

Age Sex Date Banded

How

Location of

Date Encountered Encountered Encounter

RTHA
877-27194

877-05423
877-25045
877-46199
987-27089
987-27256
877-44724
877-44781
877-46161
877-29089
987-26484
987-41513
877-44847
877-44869
987-27095

AMKE
1143-70420

1143-70287
1143-70145
1363-28721
1143-70436
1363-28642

HY
AHY
HY
HY
HY
HY
HY
AHY
AHY
HY
HY
HY

ASY
HY

HY
HY

HY

U
U
U

U
U

c

R N -

= 2 2 7 2 £

Oct 23, 1977
Feb 08, 1985
Mar 04, 1972
Oct 29, 1985
Sep 09, 1975
Nov 09, 1985
Oct 11, 1985
Nov 12, 1985
Oct 25, 1985
Dec 28, 1985
Sep 13, 1985
Dec 30, 1985
Oct 20, 1985
Jan --, 1986

Nov 05, 1983
Feb 24, 1986
Nov 02, 1984
May 11, 1986
Oct 29, 1980
Jun 06, 1986

Nov 12, 1979
Jul 27, 1987

Dec 10, 1986
Jan 05, 1987

Oct 20, 1985

Mar 01, 1987
Oct 29, 1983

May 09, 1987
Oct 09, 1983

Feb 08, 1987

Jun 05, 1985
Jul 03, 1985
May 25, 1985
Jul 10, 1985
Sep 22, 1985
Oct 18, 1985
Sep 21, 1985
Nov 19, 1985
Jun 09, 1985
Dec 14, 1985
Aug 31, 1985
Dec --, 1985
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Dead on Calhoun Falls, SC
highway (340-0824)
Snared, Forestville, QU
dead (484-0690)
Found dead Pickering, ON
(435-0790)
Struck by Newstead, NY
car, dead (425-0783)
Struck object, Hilton, NY
dead (431-0774)
Found dead Woodslea, ON
(421-0824)
Found dead Lucasville, OH
(385-0825)
Found dead Adel Moultrie, GA
(310-0833)
Found dead Black Creek, ON
(432-0810)
Caught by Warkworth, ON
dog, dead (440-0775)
Found dead Albany, GA
(313-0841)
Dead on Ridgetown, ON
highway (422-0815)
Dead on Jamestown, OH
highway (393-0834)
Found dead Parker Dam SP, PA
(411-0783)
Dead on Adel, GA
highway (310-0832)

Found dead nr Port Stanley, ON
(424-0811)
Found dead ar St. Thomas, ON

(424-0811)
Caught by Pace, FL
hand, dead (303-0870)
Shot, dead Riv. Shutaque, QU

(144-0893)
Struck by farm  Ingersol, ON
machine, dead (430-0805)
Dead due to Port Stanley, ON
weather (424-0811)



There were some long lived birds encountered. One Red-tailed Hawk (877-05423) WAS
recovered near Forestville, Quebec and was at least in its 16th calender year. This is the
oldest Red-tailed Hawk banded at Hawk Cliff (Duncan, 1983), but Clapp et al (1982) report
one banded in Wisconsin and recovered at an age of approximately 19 years and 3 months.

The only Merlin reported (1293-38094 was recovered in its seventh calendar year, while
thw oldest Sharp-shinned Hawk (1093-56478) was in its eighth calendar year, and the oldest
American Kestrel (1143-66093) was in its sixth calendar year.

View of Hawk CIliff
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NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL STUDIES AT PRINCE EDWARD POINT IN 1988

BY RON WEIR
(Reprinted from Blue Bill Vol. 35)

For the 14th consecutive autumn since
1975, Northern Saw-whet Owls were
netted and banded at Prince Edward Point
by members of the Kingston Field
Naturalists. There were 204 banded there
this fall. Together with the 20 banded on
Amberst L. this past winter, our
cumulative total stands at 4,875. Two
Saw-whets were caught this autumn
already wearing rings. One had been
netted there in 1987 Oct 11 as a hatch
year bird weighing 84 g and retrapped
1988 Nov 11 at 100 g. Mac Boyd and
Charles Francis were the banders

respectively. The 2nd was wearing a band
not put on under our permit and the
information has been sent to the Canadian
Wildlife Service. In due course the
original banding information will be sent
to us.

One Boreal Owl was also netted, but no
Long-eared Owls were caught. Netting
was carried out on only 13 nights between
Sep 25 - Nov 11. Some 16 nights were
lost because of winds that were not west
or northwest, and 19 were lost due to rain.
The age breakdown is given in Table 1.

Table 1. Age Profile of N. Saw-whet Owls in 1988

AHY 106 51.7% (including 2 already ringed)
HY 99 48.3%
U 1 -
206100.%

A hatching year (HY) bird is known to be
in the first calendar year of life and is
identified by uniformly coloured and
unworn flight feathers. After hatching year
(AHY) refers to any bird know to be in a
calendar year after its first and is
identified by the presence of two-tone
coloured flight feathers -i.e., pale feathers
and dark feathers.

The timing of this autumn’s flight showed
that 50% of the birds had migrated
through by Oct 13 (12 year norm of Oct
12 for 50% of the birds) and 75% had
gone through by Oct 28 (12 year norm of
Oct 20 for 75%). The peak nights were
Oct 12/13 (51 owls), Oct 29/30 (32 owls)

Oct 13/14 (28 owls). A field trip by
members of the FON to the Point to help
in the work took place Oct 15/16.

The Owl Index for our 1988 work is
given in Table 2. This Index corrects for
net area and for the number of nights that
nets were opened, thereby allowing a
comparison of the catch between years
and between netting sites.

A comparison for each year since 1976
for control sites only is presented in Table
3. The control sites are in the Cedar
Woods and Traverse (TR and TA).



Table 2: Northern Saw-whet Owl Index” for 1988

(*= Owls per 1,000 square metres of net per night)

Site Index # of Owls Caught

All Sites 13.9 206
Cedar Woods 12.8 84
Traverse (TR)18.4 37
Traverse (TA)18.4 55
NWA Sign 18.0 28
Unknown —— 2

Age Group Index # of Owls

AHY all sites 7.16 106
HY all sites 6.69 99

Table 3: Northern Saw-whet Owls Index 1976-88 for control sites only

Year AHY HY oal
1976 47 47 94
1977 3.3 79 11.2
1978 3.6 24 6.0
1979 3.6 41 7.7
1980 84 83 16.7
1981 8.6 11.6 20.2
1982 7.0 6.0 13.0
198311.7 8.0 17.7
1984 4.5 1.4 59
1985 6.8 13.3 20.1
198619.0 144 334
1987 82 69 15.1
1988 7.3 7.5 148
1976-87 \Average 1988
AHY 7.4 7.3
HY 7.5 7.5

The flight of adults this past autumn is
marginally below the 12-year average (7.4
versus 7.3). That for young birds is on the
12-year average of 7.5.

Thanks are due to the 8 banders and other
workers who helped in the night work,
who assisted in setting the nets during
September and removing them in
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November. Thanks are also due to the
Canadian Wildlife Service and to Mr.
J.E.T. Carreiro for giving permission for
the work to be carried out within the
National Wildlife Area and in the C.W.S
cottage near the harbour.



RESULTS OF THE BANDING AND RELOCATION
PROGRAM FOR RAPTORS TRAPPED AT PEARSON
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TORONTO 1984 TO 1988

BY MARTIN WERNAART AND W.D. McILVEEN

INTRODUCTION

The hazards for aircraft of birds flying in
the vicinity of airports is well known
(Berger, 1983, Soloman, 1973, 1981). The
potential for this type of hazard increases
with expanding air traffic, greater numbers
of birds and greater size of the birds
involved. The problem, or at least the
potential for an accident, in the vicinity of
the Pearson International Airport was
recognized by Transport Canada who
instituted a program to reduce the
numbers of birds in the vicinity of the
airport. This involved contracting a
licensed falconer who would frighten birds
from the airport area and would trap and
remove raptors from the area.

In the early years, the program was
operated at a less than optimum level. It
was recognised that a new, more
structured arrangement was needed for the
relocation of the birds trapped under the
program, for rehabilitation of weak or
injured birds and for monitoring the
results of the program. The proximity and
facilities at the Mountsberg Wildlife
Centre operated by the Halton Region
Conservation Authority proved ideal for
the handling of raptors obtained under the
program. In 1984, arrangements for
banding, rehabilitation and release of
trapped birds were completed and a
cooperative program was initiated between
Transport Canada and the Halton Region
Conservation Authority. This report
summarizes the results of the first five
years of the program.
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BIRDS BANDED AND RELEASED

During the first five years of the program,
a total of 504 birds were banded and
released (Table 1). This included eight
species of hawks, falcons and owls but the
most common species was Red-tailed
Hawk (Figure 1). The highest number of
birds banded in one year occurred in 1985

while the lowest number was banded in
1988.

RAPTOAS BANDED FROM 1984 TO 1985
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Figure 1. Numbers of raptors trapped
and banded at Pearson International
Airport in Toronto 1984 to 1988

Single Kestrels were banded in three years
and the only Bald Eagle was banded in
1985. At least one Rough-legged Hawk,
Short-eared Owl and Great-Horned Owl
was banded in every year of the project.
The greatest numbers of four species
(Rough-legged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk,
Long-eared Owl and Great-horned Owl)
were encountered in 1985 while the peak
numbers for Short-eared Owl were seen in
1987. The numbers of Snowy Owl appears
to be generally increasing in recent years;
however, the database is much too small



to indicate significant trends for any
species at this time.

Age and sexing data reflect the ability for
distinguishing these characteristics in
individual species (Table 2). About 40%
of Red-tailed Hawks were HY birds but
sex was determined for less than 12%
(including a few by microsurgical
determination). Hatch-year birds
dominated the Short-eared Owls but all
Long-eared Owls were classed as AHY
owing to the fact that they were obtained
in the months of January and February.

SIZE DISTRIBUTION OF RED-
TAILED HAWKS

Only Red-tailed Hawks were banded in
sufficient numbers to make any
meaningful summaries regarding size and
age distributions over the study period.
The relative numbers of Red-tailed Hawks
banded in each month (sum for five-year
period) are shown in Figure 2. Nearly
equal numbers were banded in the months
of April, October, November and
December (about 15% of total in each
month). Very few birds were banded in
the summer months of July and August
therefore data for this period was
generally disregarded for purposes of
interpretation.

NUNBER of RED-TAILED HAWKS BANCED
Fowrpoc IMArno sors i ATrpert W TN
e (8.

o g wg

L AR ]

6t {0
ay go w3

An €3 0
S, (7,90 i Q0D

Figure 2. Total numbers of Red-tailed
Hawks banded monthly at Pearson
International Airport 1984 to 1988.
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Mean weight measurements increased
from winter into spring but fell sharply in
June. They then increased slightly and
stabilized throughout the autumn period.
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Figure 3. Mean monthly weights for
Red-tailed Hawks banded at Pearson
International Airport 1984 to 1988.

Mean wing-chord measurements also
increased through the spring to peak
during the month of May. Patterns in
seasonal size changes showed a good
degree of correlation between wing-chord
and weights of the birds examined. No
attempt was made to relate relative size
changes in food abundance over the study
period but could prove to be an fruitful
area for research, especially if the weights
of birds could be determined at the time
of their capture.
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Figure 4. Mean monthly wing chord
measurements for Red-tailed Hawks
banded at Pearson International Airport
1984 to 1988.



RECOVERIES OF BANDED BIRDS

Up to April, 1988, a total of 25 birds or
5% were reported as recovered by the
Banding Office. The results of the
recoveries are summarized in Table 3.
The returns cover four species in which
Red-tailed Hawks predominate. The
majority were either found dead or were
struck by automobiles. Three of the Red-
tailed Hawks were sufficiently healthy to
be released again while one was retained
in captivity. The exact status of another
caught by hand is not clear.

Most recoveries were made within a
relatively short distance of Mountsberg in
an area roughly bounded by Toronto
Guelph and Hamilton. Five birds (all Red-
tailed Hawks) were recovered in the
United States. Hatch-year birds were
recovered after a few months in Georgia,
Michigan and Ohio. Another HY bird
survived at least 14 more months before
being recovered at Webster, Kentucky. An
injured bird was captured and released at
Louisville, Kentucky ten months after
being banded as a SY bird.

Longevity of the birds recovered to date
has been only a few months in most cases.
Three birds (all Red-tailed Hawks) have
survived for over one year. All Rough-
legged Hawks and Snowy Owls recovered
were obtained within a few days to a few
weeks of release.

CONCLUSIONS

The number of recoveries reported is
considered to be a fairly high return
considering that the project has been in
existence for only five years. There is still
ample time for many more recoveries,
especially for those birds banded fairly
recently. The release of some recovered
birds also adds opportunities for additional
encounters. Significantly, only one Red-
tailed Hawk returned to the Airport area
where it was recovered more than a year
after being banded. This suggests that the
program to move birds away from the
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Pearson Airport has been successful in
that few birds return there after being
trapped. Although there is a potential for
recruitment of new birds into the airport
area following trapping and removal of
the ’resident’ bird, the project warrants
continuation. The removal of birds not
only improves the operating safety for
aircraft at Pearson Airport (the first
consideration in the program) but has
started to yield valuable information about
the biology and dispersal of the birds
which would otherwise inhabit the airport.
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ONTARIO EASTERN BLUEBIRD NEST BOX SURVEY - 1988

W.F. READ

The Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
(OEBS)' was formed in the fall of 1988
and a spring newsletter was issued in
April, 1989. The aims of the OEBS were
outlined in this newsletter,

The main objectives of the OEBS are to
monitor population trends from year to
year by surveying the number of boxes in
use and the number of fledged young
produced by Eastern Bluebirds (EABL).
The NABS? survey gives an indication of
nest box breeding success over a large
geographic area but makes it somewhat
difficult to determine breeding success and
distribution on a more regional level in
each state and province. The Ontario
survey will be conducted by county so
that an overall distribution of breeding
success can be correlated with different
ecozones or physiographic areas in
Ontario.

The Eastern Bluebird population has
increased substantially in Ontario during
this decade. This increase can be
attributed to a number of factors: 1) the
increase in well-managed nest box trails
across eastern North America; 2) an
absence of abnormally cold, wet weather
during the breeding season; and 3) an
absence of unusually cold weather in their
wintering areas in the North Eastern
United States.

A total of 155 nest box survey forms were
received this year, an increase from 97 in
1987. Out of a total of 155 nest box
surveys received, 119 reported successful
bluebird nestings, 6 reported attempted
nestings with no fledglings and 30
reported no attempts by bluebirds to nest.

Successful nestings of other species were
also reported in the survey as follows:
Tree Swallow - 2830; House Wren - 297;
Black-capped Chickadee - 27; House
Sparrow - 81).
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The 1988 survey gives a total of 6352
young Eastern Bluebirds fledged from
monitored nest boxes. This total represents
an increase of 28% in the number of
fledged young from the 1987 total of
4950. It is also interesting to note that the
total number of monitored nest boxes has
only increased from 8426 to 8809; an
increase of only 4.5%. Fledged EABL’s
per nest box monitored has increased from
0.59 in 1987 to 0.72 in 1988.

The 1988 nest box survey represents a
total of 1323 EABL pairs. This figure was
obtained by using an average of 4.8
fledged young per EABL pair in Ontario.
Assuming 85% of trail operators
responded to the survey, the actual
population as represented by nest boxes
could be as high as 1557 pairs.

Trail operators represented by 73 surveys
(surveys with information totalled 88) or
88% indicated that the EABL had
increased in their area over the last five
years. Another 5 surveys or 6% indicated
the population had remained stable while
only 5 surveys, or 6%, indicated they felt
the population had decreased.

Trail operators indicated the primary
presumed cause of nest failures on their
trails as follows: weather -16 times;
raccoons - 9; House Sparrow - 8; blow
flies - 7; Tree Swallows - 6; Humans - 3;
pesticides/herbicides - 3; House Wrens -
2; Weasels - 1; cattle - 1; Black Bear - 1;
stray cats- 1; Deer Mice - 1; chipmunks -
1; squirrels - 1; roads - 1.

The increase in well-managed nest-box
trails across Eastern North America will
continue to be an important factor in the
EABL’s recovery. Based on abundance
estimates only, from the Ontario Breeding
Bird Atlas (Cadman et al, 1987), a
population range from 1063 to 7094 pairs
of bluebirds is possible in Ontario. At



Summary of Blueblrd Breeding Success in Ontaric in 1988

4 of # of # of # of # of Tree
County House Tree Black- House Blueblrds Swallows
Wren Swallow Capped Sparrow Banded Zanded
Algoma
Atikokan 1 3 1
Bruce 20 151 6 i0
Cochrane 30
pufferin 2 422
Durham 3 &0
Elgin 3 41 1 1 167 52
Essex
Frontenac 2 1€
Grey a9 498 4 1
Haldimand/ 5 31 3 2
Haliburton 8
Halton 1 2 5
Hamiliton/ 4 54 i6
Hastings 1
Huroen 23 i04 4
Kenora 38
Kent 1 1
Lambton 2 32 7
Leeds/ 30 51 4
Lennox/ 16 79 2
Lincoln Z 17 2
Muskoka 1 35
Niagara 16 47 2 12
Nippissing 15 1
Northumberland 7 22 4
Ottawa/ 14 73 2 11
Oxford 9 62 1 1
Parry Sound 190
Peel 2 5
Perth 55
Peterborough 7 30 1
Renfrew 14 364 6 3 336 28
Simcoe 1 il8 1 1z
Timiskaming 1 29
Thunder Bay 4
Victoria 3 38
Waterloo B8 122 154 298
Wellington 13 147 3 4 10 734
York 1 18 2 9
Total 297 2830 27 81 644 1112
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TWO DISAPPEARING DISLOCATIONS

KIT CHUBB, R.N.!
Reprinted from (Veterinary Wildlive Report)

Carpal dislocations are uncommon at our Foundation, and those we do see vary a lot. A
most unusual type is the ‘now-you-see-it now-you-don’t kind, as illustrated by the following
two cases.

The people who captured the adult Great Horned Owl (Bubo viginianus) insisted it had
"something wrong with its wing", although we were puzzled to find the owl healthy, full of
argument, flapping furiously - and symmetrically - in the hand, and free of bruising,
swelling or injury. Further, a whole-body X-ray revealed no abnormal findings. We kept the
ow! outdoors for observation and were presently rewarded by finding him with one wing
stuck out like a broken umbrella; this extension could be slipped back easily. We decided to
try him tape-free, but the extension did not recur, and a week later he was flying normally.
It seemed safe at three weeks to band return him to his territory.

The next disappearing dislocation was demonstrated by a healthy adult Ring-billed Gull
(Larus delawarensis), nearly put down by the local Humane Society because 'one wing was
so badly broken’. Like the owl, the gull mysteriously had no problems on admission and
could flap strongly and symmetrically. On stepping into the aviary a few hours later;
however, I startled the gull into a panic leap and lo! One wing was flung out and locked
rigidly at a wincingly abnormal angle. A few tugs on the metacarpal caused it to snap shut
with a click. We tried leaving the wing free but after it recurred twice, we wrapped it
lightly with a strip of tape for 18 days. His release flight over Lake Ontario a few days later
was long, buoyant and faultless.

Could a single torn carpal ligament have been the cause?

Figure 1. Ring-billed Gull carpal dislocation.

‘Director, Avian Care and Research Foundation, Box 182, Verona, Ontario, KOH 2W0
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REVIEWS

The Bald Eagle: Haunts and Habits of a
Wilderness Monarch by Jon M. Gerrard
and Gary R. Bortolotti. Smithsonian
Nature Books/Western Producer Prairie
Books, Saskatoon, SK. 1988. xiv + 178
pp; $18.95. Available from Western
Producer Books, P.O. Box 2500,
Saskatoon, SK. S7K 2C4.

This is a very good book. Its twelve
chapters are full of accurate and
interesting information about Bald Eagles;
so much so that you have no idea what
you don’t know about them until you pick
up this book and begin to read. In
addition, at the start of each chapter, the
authors present personal experiences from
the field, thus adding a lot of warmth and
excitement. Some of the experiences seem
a bit mundane but emphasize that here are
two deeply committed people sharing an
endless fascination with eagles; not a pair
of cool and dispassionate researchers.
Behind their words are two living,
breathing and keenly concerned scientists.

The fifth and last chapters (Historical
Reflections and Stewards or Destroyers)
look at the past relationship of eagles and
man, and peer ahead to an uncertain but
brighter future. In between, the other ten
chapters deal with the life history of this
magnificent North American.

There are chapters on courtship, mating,
nesting, territorial behaviour, feeding,
summer and winter habitat, migration and
relationships with a few other species. I
found intriguing information in many
chapters. For example, the skeleton of an
eagle weighs less than half it feathers, the
largest eagle nest on record measured
about 9 1/2 feet x 20 feet deep, females
generally hatch first (63% of first-hatched
birds) and males second (68% of second-
hatched eggs), and gizzard shad and carp
are prominent in the winter diet of many
eagles.

Bortolotti and Gerrard think that Osprey-
Bald Eagle interactions result in Ospreys
being very uncommon in remote lakes, but
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the presence of humans is better tolerated
by Ospreys who nest where the Bald
Eagle is reluctant to stay. They did find
that the few remote lakes where Ospreys
do nest are marginal habitat for eagles.
Banders have figured prominently in
recording movements of Bald Eagles.
Charles Broley, the retired banker who
gained fame by taking up eagle banding
as a hobby when in his late fifties,
discovered that immature eagles drift with
the wind after fledging. His Florida eagles
moved northward along the Atlantic coast
much to his surprise. However, in an
April with unusual winds (from the south
and southeast), he obtained recoveries
inland from Mississippi, Arkansas, Illinois,
Michigan and Ohio. Broley, of course,
was the man who also noticed the decline
of his Florida-nesting eagles when DDT
was having its worst effect.

Broley, Sergei Postupalsky, Jim Grier,
Chuck Sindlar and Gerrard have found
that eagles are migratory in the parts of
their range where winter produces
inhospitable habitat; otherwise, they move
more or less randomly.

Nowadays, wing-tagging along with
tracking using radio transmitters has
allowed the progress of individual birds
on migration to be studied. The fall
movement sees juveniles going first and
adults last. Movement is slow with a good
supply of crippled water-fowl providing
excellent provender along the way. The
springtime urge to get to the breeding
grounds is also absent, so the pace is more
leisurely.

I could go on and on about what I've
learned from this book. It has plenty to
assuage my curiosity about my favourite
subject; raptor migration. There is much,
much more. It is a fine life history of a
much-publicized but actually not well-
known bird. Bortolotti and Gerard will fix
that: they’ve done a thorough job.

To birders, banders, student,
conservationists, and raptorphiles:
RECOMMENDED READING.

Bruce Duncan









