Volume 17 1985

- .
= .
\" !'"
PN
6
/
\‘
3
) R §
RY ‘
Cop ! i
I ) i
. /
‘ Qi; ' §i S * ‘ % % I
,‘i ‘ . { ! X 'il } 5 } ¥, . {’5‘”"‘)




ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION

Officers for 1985

PRESIDENT Bruce W. Duncan
Box 512, Caledonia
Ontario, NOA 1AQ

VICE-PRESIDENTS John B. Miles
Box 659, New Hamburg
Ontario, NOB 2G0

David Shepherd

Long Point Bird Observatory
P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan
Ontario, NOE 1MO

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Fran Hubert
AND TREASURER 10 Paulson Court, St. Thomas
Ontario, N5R 1M9
RECORDING SECRETARY David Agro
36 Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton
Ontario, L8S 4L3
OTHER OFFICERS Wayne Ferguson
David Lamble
Martin K. McNicholl
Nigel Shaw
Peter Wigham
ONTARIO BIRD BANDING is published by the Ontario Bird Banding Association. The
annual membership dues of $10.00 include a subscription to ONTARIO BIRD BANDING.

Single copies are available at $6.00 each. Orders for single copies or back numbers should
be sent to the Editor.



ONTARIO BIRD BANDING

Published by the
Ontario Bird Banding Association

Editor: Bruce W. Duncan
Box 512, Caledonia
Ontario NOA 1AQ

Assistant Editors: Dr. Erica H. Dunn
Dr. David Shepherd

Volume 17 1985

CONTENTS

EDITORIAL....

----- ’l....‘.‘l.l..0.‘0‘00..‘0!...Q.Ol‘.QQ..O....Q.OOO.I.0.0IQ3

BANDING IN ONTARIO: 1984 .......

...i‘.'..“.l..‘l....'l.'00.04

COMMENTS ON BANDING IN ONTARIO: 1984
by Martin K. McNicholl . .

LA I A L R T N I A A A A A LI I S N R

I...O......lz
OTTAWA BANDING GROUP 1984 REPORT:

1984 AT INNIS POINT

by Joanne Dean ..

LA A A A A A A R I B R R I I T I R P T I N Y 14

RETURNS TO INNIS POINT, 1984
byJoanneDean.'.‘.....'...C..........O.‘...

LA I I A A N I N N T 15

OTTAWA BANDING GROUP: RECOVERIES, 1984
byJoanne Dean . v cvve et eetennenseceensennnnss

LR R NN I B R Y B I B A S Y

(A AR B A AR N I I A ) 16

AN EXTRAORDINARY EVENING GROSBEAK
byJoanne Dean .. e vevieeteseroreceeceanonnnnsess

L A A I A A O N I A N N E R R 17

PRINCE EDWARD POINT OBSERVATORY: 1984 REPORT
RECOVERIES, FOREIGN RECOVERIES AND RETURNS (NON-WATERFOWL)

bYROIlWeir-............-‘-.-....-..-..o...-....--.......--..-..--........o18

NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL STUDIES AT PRINCE EDWARD POINT OBSERVATORY IN 1984

byRonweironaootooo.oooo-00..0-0.o-ooooloooocooaooa..Q.oo.cco.too...-ococc19

LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: 1984 BANDING REPORT
byDavidShepherd..'.‘.‘."..'......“......'...Q.‘.......“.'..0...‘0‘.0‘.. 21

continued on page 2.



CONTENTS
continued

HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION
THIRTEENTH AND FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORTS: 1983-1984
by Donald and Sheila Fowler........ e e e s s e e c e oo e e et s st s e e s e e s seeesses 23

RECOVERIES, FOREIGN RETRAPS, RETURNS AND REPEATS: 1983-1984
by Sheila Fowler . . . . v v v e et v va v C e e e c et s e e e e s e e as e et e 30

AMERICAN KESTRELS BANDED AT HAWK CLIFF, ONTARIO: 1972-1983
byBruce Duncam . . v v v e s v vveessonnecs Cre s s s e et e e s e e e e e e e 35

THE OWL REHABILITATION RESEARCH FOUNDATION
1984 BANDING REPORT
by Katherine McKeever .. ....... Gt st st s e e e s e aesanee s e s s et oo et s e s - Y

SAW-WHET OWL BANDING IN SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO: 1984

by Edward W. Keith . v v v e v v e v v s e e s e et st s et es s s e s seas s 46
DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT BANDING: 1984

by D.V. Weseloh v c v v e v s onevesnssscescscnscoroncssssaeccs ceesveaas cesases e e 47
INSECT INFESTATION CONTRIBUTES TO DEATH OF INJURED MOURNING DOVE

by Kenneth W, Prescott v« v e oo v s e cessoscennsosnsescsssnosase s e s e s es e ac e cees e 48
REVIEWS:

ONTARIO BIRDS, THE JOURNAL OF THE ONTARIO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS

reviewed by Martin K, McNichell .. ... .... s s e s eaassseseenen s et s e e s et st e e 49
CHARLES BROLEY: AN EXTRAORDINARY NATURALIST

by Jon Gerrard

reviewed by Michael Clark . . . v e v e v v o e - 3
WINGTIPS

reviewed by Mary Ellen Foley v v v ettt it ievenancneocevecesocssesassossennsssense 5l
CORRECTION ..... ® ¢ & 5 & s & @ .....l....l......‘Q'......I..‘..O‘.....‘.C...Q.Q51
REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ....... sr e eereen e - Y/

Cover Illustration: Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) by Shelia Smith

Other Ilustrations: pages 3, 34 by Shelia Smith
page 22 by John Schmelefske
page 41 by Bernard Zonfrillo




EDITORIAL

This issue of Ontario Bird Banding contains two important
changes in format. Because of rising costs in the production
and particularly the mailing of the journal, the OBBA
Executive decided to move from three issues annually to
one, However, about the same amount of material appears
here as would be contained in three previous issues.

The second change is one of size. Since this single issue
is quite lengthy, a larger size provides greater strength.
Also print is not reduced as small as has been done in the
past, so reading will be easier.

It has always been difficult to obtain articles for publication
and recently, Ontario Bird Banding has fallen behind schedule
by a full year of issues because of this. Volume 16 Numbers
1, 2, and 3 were not printed in 1983 as stated in each of
those issues, but rather in 1984. Volume 17, the present
one, should have been the issue for 1984. It is virtually
impossible to gather a sufficient number of articles for
two issues, both 1984 and 1985, so the 1984 issue has been
omitted. Thus, Ontaric Bird Banding will now appear once
a year, with Volume 17 dated 1985 being the first of the
annual issues.

You will also note that the first article, "Banding in Ontario:
1984", is a compilation of banding data from individuals,
organized groups and observatories across the province.
Although it is not a complete listing, it is, nevertheless,
interesting reading and gives some idea of the effort expended
in Ontario on a large number of species. The table could
be more complete next vyear if every member of the
Association who bands birds were to send in his or her results
to the Editor. Such a request along with a form will go out
at the end of 1985 or early 1986. Please cooperate by
responding, and we will all gain a fuller understanding of
banding in Ontario.

The Long Point Bird Observatory was most helpful in
the preparation of this issue. Anne Marie Taylor did most
of the typing with assistance from David Shepherd on tables
and Martin McNicholl (with help from David) spent many
hours proof-reading, correcting mistakes and making my
job much easier. To all, I am extremely grateful,

W

\

MAGNOLIA

-
T BLACKBURNAN

KEDSTART



BANDING IN ONTARIO: 1983

Thirteen individual banders and 17 organized groups for their banding data mailed in March, 1984. The results
or observatories banding in Ontario responded to the request of bird banding by those 30 respondents are given in Table 1.

TABLE 1

BIRD BANDING TOTALS IN ONTARIO BY 30 INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANISED GROUPS OR OBSERVATORIES

INDIVIDUAL BANDERS

M. Field, St. Thomas
John Lemon, Sudbury
P. Wigham, Willowdale
B. Wyatt, Guelph

D. Lamble, Guelph

B. Duncan, Caledonia
W.D. Mcliveen, Hanmer
J. Miles, New Hamburg
D. Love, King City
R.R. Tasker, Toronto
J. Holt, Wheatley

P. Lockhart, Newtonville
E. Keith, Windsor

SPECIES BANDED

Common Loon

Pied~billed Grebe
Double~crested Cormorant
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Canada Goose

Mallard 120
Black Duck 19
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal

10 Blue-winged Teal

11 Northern Shoveler

12 Wood Duck

13 Ring-necked Duck

14 Canvasback

15 Common Goldeneye

16 Bufflehead

17 Mallard x Black Duck hybrid
18 Northern Goshawk

19 Cooper's Hawk 5 3
20 Sharp-shinned Hawk 3 2 121 1 141
21 Red-~tailed Hawk 2 10 5
22 Red-shouldered Hawk
23 Broad-~winged Hawk 4
24 Rough-legged Hawk 3
25 Northern Harrier
26 Peregrine Falcon
27 Merlin

28 American Kestrel 34 1 3
29 Ruffed Grouse
30 Sora

31 Semipalmated Plover 5
32 Killdeer
33 American Woodcock 1 3
34 Common Snipe 1
35 Spotted Sandpiper 3 1 11
36 Solitary Sandpiper

NOJOT O s W DN e
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ORGANIZED GROUP & OBSERVATORY BANDERS

s 3

: : 3% 2 :

5 PRI~ T T T

o0 : = @ 4a 3 ) 2 z g g 3 ¥

g 5 : ¢ g2 4 = £ g g £ g E g

3 € § = 2T 4 S-S 8 s E 3

3 = & > § 8§z 8 < =z o 0 -

Mol : 3 . [ [ t H i 1

s oy 3 S F S (5 ¢ % 2 2 2 = 2 2 ¢

2 2 IS E =% g = g 2 = o o = & = e

kS = 2 a 3 3 ] 1. 3 & z Z z z z z z
- o o £ sl o} &] <= 4] o = = = = = = 2  TOTAL
1 1 i
2 1 1
3 2926 2926
4 23 23
5 1 115 : 116
6 126 4820 137 407] 436 23] 24 L 1756
7 14 19 4 78 208 29 41 401
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13 ; 32 ~ 3] 35
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15 | 3 3
16 ? 17 17
17 5 7 T P 16
18 1 | 3 1 | 5
19 1 | 45 1 § ; | 55
20 60| 3 914 1 z 12461
21 ; 1 164 68 ! ’ ! 250,
22 ’ | 1 1
23 1 5
24 1 4
25 1 45 1 7]
26 3
27 2 ; 1 4
28 2 2l sll 22 679
29 1 1
30 2 3 5
31 4 9
32 3 1 17 21
33 4 11 19
34 1
35 2 13 2 22 54
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SPECIES BANDED

INDIVIDUAL BANDERS

M. Field, St. Thomas

John Lemon, Sudbury

P. Wigham, Willowdale

B. Wyatt, Guelph

D. Lamble, Guelph

B. Duncan, Caledonia
W.D. Mcllveen, Hanmer
J. Miles, New Hamburg
D. Love, King City

R.R. Tasker, Toronto

J. Holt, Wheatley

P. Lockhart, Newtonville

E. Keith, Windsor

Lesser Yellowlegs

Least Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Short-billed Dowitcher

o e =

Dunlin

Herring Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Mourning Dove

11 4

A2

Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Black~billed Cuckoo
Common Barn-Owl
Eastern Screech~Owl

Great Horned Owl
Snowy Owl
Northern Hawk~-Owl
Barred Owl

CGreat Gray Owl
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Boreal Owl

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Whip-poor-will

Common Nighthawk
Ruby~-throated Hummingbird

Belted Kingfisher

Northern (Y.S. x R.S.) Flicker hybr

Northern (Yellow-shafted) Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker

Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Hairy Woodpecker

Downy Woodpecker
Eastern Kingbird

Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

W

o dsfon G

Yellow~bellied Flycatcher
Acadian Flycatcher
*Traill's" Flycatcher
Willow Flycatcher

.._.
el 8 £

Least Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Horned Lark

41

34

Tree Swallow
Bank Swallow
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Barn Swallow

453

-

541 42! 11
171 1] . 21

Cliff Swallow

Purple Martin

Blue Jay

Black~capped Chickadee

13

12

White-breasted Nuthatch
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

House Wren

Winter Wren
Marsh Wren
Sedge Wren
Northern Mockingbird




ORGANIZED GROUP & OBSERVATORY BANDERS
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391 1 2 25
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410 i 1
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43} 1 512, 75 588
44 11 30 15 74
15] 4 4
46), 6 1 10
47] : 6 6
48] 1 5 38 2 52 .
491 1 14 14 31
501 1 6 17
514 ; 1
52 | 2 2
535 ’ 5
541 1 1 2
554 1 1 2
564 j 1 1
577 40l 110 26 7 1 191
58 3 3
591 ; 1
60 ? 12 12|
61 i 1 20
62 101 10
63 118 14 6 2 150
64 | 1
65 10] 1 11
66| | 1 2
67 60| 3 3 72|
68| 2! 6 3 2 6 34|
69! 17 35 4 5 2 82|
70l 37 29 9 86
71 20 29 10 79
72] 40 12 5 1 74
731 210 16 19 1 286
74 2 2 9
751 144 21 6 198|
76 1 1
771 352 97 66 14] 598]
781 131 22 5 188
791 4| 1 5
80| : 12 87
81l 8671 207 8 551 2185
821 20 61 4 258 536
83 13 2 2 2 29
841l 140 81 11 71 535
85 1 3 4 26
86| i 46 46
87 273 33 5 27 41 436
881 69 234 35 36 39 570!
897 101 12 1 ‘ 3 124
90 63 1 2 1 2 72
91) 1476 13 98 1 1630
921 105 8 12 16| 207
93 118 3 55 201
94 5 1 6
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INDIVIDUAL BANDERS
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97 Gray Catbird 8 54 1 1
98 Brown Thrasher 1 16 1
9% American Robin 6 9 57 3l 50 1 2
100 Wood Thrush 1 6 8
101 Hermit Thrush 10 3 37 1 27 5
102 Swainson's Thrush 33 20 2l 34 1
103 Gray-cheeked Thrush 1 2 9
104 Veery 13 12 2] 7 1 4
105 Eastern Bluebird 3
106 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
107 Golden-crowned Kinglet 11 88 40 3
108 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 18 30 216 1 31 [
109 Water Pipit
110 Cedar Waxwing 3 11 3 51 1
111 Northern Shrike
112 European Starling 3 14 1
113 White-eyed Vireo )
114 Solitary Vireo 3 1
115 Red-eyed Vireo 14 7 4 10 1 1
116 Philadelphia Vireo 6 7 7 3
117 Warbling Vireo 2 1
118 Yellow~throated Vireo
119 Black-and-white Warbler 12] 16 5 4 1 11
120 Prothonotary Warbler
121 Worm-eating Warbler
122 Golden-winged Warbler 4
123 Blue-winged Warbler
124 Tennessee Warbler 6 32 4 28
125 Orange-crowned Warbler 1 1 15
126 Nashville Warbler 12 3 59 9 8 1 9
127 Northern Parula 1
128 Yellow Warbler 7 10| 22
129 Magnolia Warbler 61 7 96 177 24 12
130 Cape May Warbler 8 3 5 3
131 Black-throated Green Warbler 7 10! 2 7
132 Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler 29 3 37 111 38 3
133 Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler
134 Black-throated Blue Warbler 8 1 9 4 3 2
135 Cerulean Warbler
136 Blackburnian Warbler 6 15 4 3
137 Chestnut-sided Warbler 10 1 37 6 10 1
138 Bay-breasted Warbler 34 36 39
139 Blackpoll Warbler 5 2 2
140 Pine Warbler 1 4
141 (Western) Palm Warbler
142 (Yellow) Palm Warbler 4
143 Ovenbird 3 31 4 22 1 17
144 Northern Waterthrush 9 4 1 12,
145 Louisiana Waterthrush
146 Kentucky Warbler
147 Connecticut Warbler 1
148 Mourning Warbler 5 13 18 2
149 Common Yellowthroat 30 2l 21 21 14 3
150 Yellow-breasted Chat
151 Hooded Warbler
152 Wilson's Warbler 17 20 3 1 1
153 Canada Warbler 14 37 6] 12 3
154 American Redstart 26 1 39 14 4 3
155 House Sparrow 12 7 3
156 Bobolink 3




ORGANIZED GROUP & OBSERVATORY BANDERS
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970 241 143 27 31 2 552]
98] 91 14 9 132/
99 145 149 27 11 6 16 483
100 68 9 6 98
101] 470 27 176 1 757
102] 623 240 117 1 2 856
103, 107 5 12 1 137|
104 109 58 41 1 248
105 4 72 79
106 5 1 2 8
107 792 47, 192 2 1 1176
108 936 205 249 8 6 1706
169 1 1
110 64 248 60 441
111 11 11
112 38 17 71 488 693
113 6 1 7
114 30 11 4 49
115) 145 61 17 260
116 48 16 7 94
117 35 23 3 6 70
118 1 1
119 157 93 27 326
120 11 11
121 F3 2
122 4 4 12
123 11 1 12
124 227 72 42 5 416
125 i5 5 8 1 16
126) 139 193] 107 3 1 543
127, 5 6 2 14
1281 198 459 23 104 823
1291 709 174 101 3 1202
130 193 24 14 4 254
131 91 15 16 1 149
132] 498 457 126 10 1 1174
133 1 1
134 94 9 13 1 146
135 1 : 1
136 112 7 11 158
137 97 51 16 229
138! 309 33 53 504
1391 188 24 3 224
140 6 1 12
1al] 54 11 13 1 79
142}
143] 209 120 63 2 473
144 101 51 8 5 19
145] 4 4
146| 1 1
1471 14 15
148! 59 17 2 5 121
149 279 93 59 48 2 553
150 22 1 23
151 4 4
152 201 31 23 1 288
153 194 31 25 322
154/l 273 62| 20 29 2 473
155 11 10 45
156] 4 503 510)
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INDIVIDUAL BANDERS
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157 Eastern Meadowlark
158 Red-winged Blackbird 19 1 36 3 58 1
159 Orchard Oriole
160 Northern {Baltimore) Oriole 4 10 59 1
161 Rusty Blackbird 2
162 Common Grackle 3 14 22 1 22 1
163 Brown-headed Cowbird 2| 1 2 7 3
164 Brewer's Blackbird 2
165 Scarlet Tanager 2 4
166 Summer Tanager
167 Northern Cardinal 2 4 13 3 1
168 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 3 12 62 1
169 Indigo Bunting 1 2 4
170 Dickcissel
171 Evening Grosbeak 4 1
172 Purple Finch 15 1
173 House Finch 2 19
174 Common Redpoll 2
175 Pine Siskin 45] 58 : ;
176 American Goldfinch 11} 696; 1284 7 2] 40 2 : !
177 White-winged Crossbill 1
178 Rufous-sided Towhee 1 1 4 |
179 Savannah Sparrow 2 4 6
180 Crasshopper Sparrow
181 Vesper Sparrow
182 Dark-eved {Slate-colored) Junco 13 190 129 5 2 263 1 25
183 Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco 1
184 American Tree Sparrow 100 77 37 12 90 2 52
185 Chipping Sparrow 3 3 4 2 2
186 Clay-colored Sparrow 1
187 Field Sparrow 1 1 14 1
188 White-crowned Sparrow 11 3 7 1 13
189 (Gambel's) White~crowned Sparrow 1
190 White-throated Sparrow 32 3 61 2l 113 2 15 35
191 Fox Sparrow 1 1 5
192 Lincoln's Sparrow 11 5 1 6
193 Swamp Sparrow g 12 2 2
194 Song Sparrow 32 1 45 1 14 58 5 3 2]
195 Lapland Longspur 12
196 Snow Bunting 31 6 320
(No. of Species) {4) (5) (83) (39)(100) (22) (38) (84) (27) (28) (5} (17) (2)
TOTALS 211 46 760 1477 4102 201 210 1642 48 133 153 514 8
Total banded: 190 species Top ten species banded:
4 subspecies
2 hybrids White-throated Sparrow 3049
Double~crested Cormorant 2926
51,234 individuals Slate~colored (Dark-eyed) Junco 2838
Tree Swallow 2185
American Goldfinch 1889
Mallard 1756
Ruby~crowned Kinglet 1706
Brown Creeper 1630
Song Sparrow 1553
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1246



ORGANIZED GROUP & OBSERVATORY BANDERS
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157] 6 5 ; 6
158] 360 83 78 70| 3 | 712
159 2 ! F 2
160 102 126 10 3 1 5 316
161, 4 ; L , 7
162] 384 7 32 ! 7 18 3 513
1631 94 L2l 2 j 16i 3 171
164 : : ! ! ! 2
165] 41 : 8 ! | ! : 55
166/ 3 ‘ : @ | 3
167] 30 g | 8 2 | 71
168 127 (72 7 I 2 1 3 290
169 36 ; 5 1 ! ! 15 1 2 67
1701 1 { z i j | 1
171 1 89 | 44 20 159
172 13 I 52 ‘ : 1 82
173 2 ! 1 ! 24
174 A, 2 : ‘ 4
175, 2 ‘ 1 106
1764 82 55 63 | 248 25 1 1889
177 f I 1
178 93 S 1 | 100
179 34) 11 60 25 142
180 6 1 7
181 10 ! 1 11
1821 1657 453 146 | 91 34 2838
183 | | | 1
1841 217 871 69 j 205 69 927
1851 135 24 ; 11 1 185
186 1 j 2
187 105 15] 7 | 12 156
188! 346| 32 68| 36 509
189i 1
190} 2121 303, 322 38 1 1 3049
191 45 2 54
192 129 15 32 21 210
193] 155 29 16 90 316
194 582 196 76 534 1 3 1553
195 12
196 6 131 494
(138) (1) (95) (103) (11) (8) (1) (107) (21} (24) (3) (6) (5) (5) (5) (2} (2) {190)
19949 110 5808 3811 1793 73 2926 4274 349 63 508 455 575 692 273 29 41 51234

1l pPRO= Long Point Bird Observatory

2PEPO= Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory

3T.B.0.= Toronto Bird Observatory

4Hawk Cliff R.B.S.= Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station

50wl Reh. Res. F.= Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation, Vineland Station
6CWS= Canadian Wildlife Service, Burlington

TM.W.A.= Mountsberg Wildlife Area, Campbellville

8Boyne R.N.S.8.= Boyne River Natural Science School, Shelburne

9UTRCA= Upper Thames River Conservation Authority, London
10MNR=Ministry of Natural Resources (locations noted)
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COMMENTARY ON 1984 BANDING REPORT

Martin McNicholl}

The reported total of 51,234 birds of 190 species and 2
hybrids banded in Ontario in 1984 appears at first glance
to be a marked decline from the 69,940 birds of 223 species
banded in this province in 1980 and 74,342 birds of 230 species
banded here in 1981 (Hyslop and Demers, 1984: table 2J.
However the 1980-81 figures can be considered as essentially
complete, as they are the totals reported to the banding
lab, and a condition of the banding permit is reporting all
birds banded each year. The response to the OBBA suwrvey
this year is a good start, but more complete recording in
future would allow more meaningful commentary. As the
Canadian Wildlife Service annual reports of banding in Canada
are several vears behind (1981 is the latest available as
[ write), it will be some time before we can compare the
figures in this report with the complete numbers. Interestingly,
the totals reported here are comparable to the true totals
for 1960 to 1964 inclusive of 41,849 to 56,567 birds (Baldwin,
1968:95).

“Game bird" totals are almost certainly. under-reported.
Of the three most frequently banded species in 1981 (Hyslop
and Demers, 1984: table 4), 1984 totals reported are
substantially lower than the 5158 Mallards, 3988 Canada
Geese and 1680 Blue-winged Teal banded in 1981, The three
top non-game species banded in 1981 also show substantially
lower figures in the present report with 1981 totals of 7358
Ring-billed Gulls, 4740 Semipalmated Sandpipers, and 2708
Snow Buntings. In fact, none of these species are among
the top 10 reported this year. All but the bunting are species
that are banded in government programmes that are not
represented in the report, and the Ring-billed Gull has also
been the subject of several university projects.

Of the 9 banders or stations reporting more than 1000
birds banded, only three showed less than 50 species, indicating
more focused efforts, with all of Weseloh's 2926 birds being
Double~crested Cormorants, all 11 species banded by the
Hawk Clff group being raptors (as expected), and 696 of
Wyatt's birds being American Goldfinches (47%). Long Point
Bird Observatory scored highest totals for both species and
individual birds banded, whereas David Lamble attained
highest totals in both categories by an individual bander,
with his 1284 American Goldfinches making up 31% of the
4102 birds he banded.

Of the 10 top species, one bander or group accounted
for more than half of the total for Double-crested Cormorant
(Weseloh, 100%), Dark-eved (Slate-colored) Junco (LPBO,
58%), American Goldfinch (Lamble, 70%), Ruby-crowned
Kinglet (LPBO, 55%), Brown Creeper (LPBO, 91%), and
Sharp-shinned Hawk (Hawk CIliff, 73%).

Meaningful comparisous of 1984 totals with other years
must wait for more complete reporting for many groups,
especially waterfowl, shorebirds, and larids, but a few
comments may be of interest. As the Hawk CIliff group,
which bands most of the raptors reported in Ontario, includes
trends frequently in their various reports in Ontario Bird
Banding, and the Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory
documents their Saw-whet Owl banding on a regular basis,
I shall not repeat their information here, but rather refer
the reader to their reports.

!Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, ON
NOE 1MO

The lack of banding of American White Pelicans reported
in 1984 likely reflects its status as Threatened in Canada
(Markham, 1978), and none were banded in 1981 either (Hyslop
and Demers, 1984). In comparison, 615 were banded in the
1965-1970 period (Brewer and Salvadori, 1978), and 200
in 1971 (Brewer and Salvadori, 1976). The total of 2926
Double-crested Cormorants banded in 1984 is more than
double the 1981 total of 1117 (Hyslop and Demers, 1984,
and is vastly larger that the 193 banded in 1971 (Brewer
and Salvadori, 1976), reflecting not only Weseloh's recent
efforts to band them, but also a marked expansion of nesting
by this species on the Great Lakes (Ludwig, 1984; D. V.
Weseloh, pers. comm.).

Numbers of several passerines reported show lower totals
than those of 1981 (Hyslop and Demers, 1984}, again perhaps
an artifact of incomplete reporting. This suggests that
higher 1984 totals of several species may be just the "tip
of the iceberg,” as exemplified by Brown Creeper (453 in
1981), House Wren (171 in 1981), Winter Wren (65 in 1981),.
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (816 in 1981), and Golden-crowned
Kinglet (472 in 1981). These may reflect short or long-term
increases in some species, or simply different banding effort,
such as at the highly productive new LPBO banding station
on Old Cut Boulevard. The White-eyed Vireo total of 7
in 1984 as compared with 2 in 1981 (Hyslop and Demers,
1984), and 0-2 in the years 1965~1970, with none in 1971
(Brewer and Salvadori, 1976, 1978) coincides with a reported
increase in this species in southern Ontario. The explosive
increase in House Finches in Ontario (see Foley, 1983) is
hardly reflected in the 42 reported (compared with 39 in
1981, Hyslop and Demers, 1984), but 1 suspect that the
complete figures will show a marked rise. Only one was
banded in Ontario in 1971 (Brewer and Salvadori, 1970).
The recent high totals of 1889 American Goldfincues in
1984, 1595 in 1981 (Hyslop and Demers, 1984), and 1319
in 1971 (Brewer and Salvadori, 1976), as compared with
yearly totals of 199 to 697 for 1965 to 1970 (Brewer and
Salvadori, 1978) may reflect greater wintering of this species
in southern Ontario in recent years (Middleton, 1977).

These few comparisons are merely examples of trends
that may appear in annual banding reports, suggesting
questions for further analysis. None are conclusive in
themselves, but I hope that they will stimulate both additional
analyses of existing data and further studies. I also urge
banders that did not report their results in 1984 to do so
in 1985 so that trends can be indicated for additional groups.

REFERENCES

Baldwin, D.H. 1968. Bird banding in Ontario: an analysis
of five years' records, 1960-64. Ontario Bird Banding
4:89-132.

Brewer, A. D. and A. Salvadori. 1976. First annual report
of non-game bird banding in Ontario, 1971. Ontario
Bird Banding 10:52-96.

Brewer, A. D. and A. Salvadori. 1978. Bird banding in Ontario
1965-1970. Ontario Bird Banding 11:30-99.

Foley, M. E. 1983. Large numbers of House Finches at St.
Catharines, Ontario. Ontario Birds 1:56-60.




Hyslop, C. and A. Demers. 1984. Annual report to banders
- summary of bird banding in Canada in 1981. Canadian
Wildlife Service Progress Notes No. 145.

Ludwig, J. P. 1984. Decline, resurgence and population
dynamics of Michigan and Great Lakes Double-crested
Cormorants. Jack-Pine Warbler 62:90-102.

Markham, B. J. 1978. Status report on White Pelican

Pelicanus [sic]  erythrorhynchos in Canada 1978,
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada,

Ottawa.
Middleton, A. L. A. 1977. Increase in overwintering by

the American Goldfinch, Carduelis tristis, in Ontario.
Canadian Field-Naturalist 91:165-172.

13



14

OTTAWA BANDING GROUP: 1984 REPORT
1984 AT INNIS POINT

Joanne Dean!

1984 was the third year of operation for the Ottawa Banding
sroup  at the Innis Point banding site. A feeder was
stablished there in October 1983 and it has been run through
the winters since, resulting in year round coverage. Banding
has been conducted mostly on weekends, but three students
were hired to vield daily coverage from May to September.

L

During the winter 1983/84, 2 feeders, 3 fat containers
and 4 mist nets were set adjacent to the summer banding
table and opposite the trailer. The area is swrrounded by
a cedar clump to the north and east and hawthorns,
Nannyberry, Choke Cherry, elms and oaks elsewhere.
Relatively large numbers of chickadees and Evening Grosbeaks
were caught throughout the winter. Woodpeckers and
nuthatches were present in smaller numbers and a flock
of Tree Sparrows hung around in the background. The Pine
Siskins and Common Redpolls that were evident at other
Ottawa feeders in February and March were next to
non-existent at Innis Point.

In April, much of the snow had disappeared and nets were
re~established along the cut net lines both in the area by
the Solar Observatory and in the field. The presence of
the feeder and the last of the seed attracted huge flocks
of juncos and to a lesser extent Tree Sparrows. The number
of juncos banded quadrupled that of the last 2 years (Table
1.)

The weather during the latter part of May co-operated
and brought birds down to the Ottawa area but the Ottawa
River did not flood to the extent that it had in 1983. This
resulted in fewer Spotted Sandpipers and Myrtle Warblers
being caught as they stayed beyond the net. The spring kinglet
numbers were again pathetic.

In June, with most birds on territory, the number of all
species dropped except for Cedar Waxwings which began
passing through the area in large numbers. The presence
of Choke Cherries, honeysuckles, and vibwnums laden with
fruit seemed to keep the waxwings in the area and the number
caught remained high through August.

The berry crop did not increase the numbers of Robins
caught as was anticipated.

Innis Point recorded its largest Yellow Warbler migration
ever. The peak movement occurred at the end of July but
numbers remained high through the first two weeks of August.
In both 1982 and 1983, the Yellow Warbler movement dropped
off dramatically at the end of July. The reason for the
extended migration this year is not known.

As in 1982, swallows congregated on the wires at the Solar
Observatory and were caught regularly through July and
August. A Purple Martin house was set on the Point in the

173 Irving Place, Ottawa, Ont. K1Y 2A2.

spring and to our amazement was used by 10 pairs. A few
of the adults were caught in the shore nets and all the young
were banded in the nests.

There were no spectacular days in terms of numbers during
the fall migration but the movement of birds was steady
from August through October resulting in all warbler species,
except the Bay-breasted and Blackpoll, increasing in number
caught over the last two years. As in previcus years the
percentage of juvenile warblers caught was indicative of
a coastal station (77.6%). This figure was the lowest in
the three years but there was also a larger number of unaged
birds.

The thrushes, particularly Swainson's Thrush, were down
in numbers although Ottawa bird watchers noted large flocks
flying over at night. There was no large movement of
chickadees as had been seen in 1983. No differences in
the movement of sparrows were noticed.

The feeders were again set up towards the end of October
but there were few birds except chickadees, woodpeckers
and a small number of goldfinches, until January when Evening
Grosbeaks and Purple Finches invaded the area. Pine Siskins
did not arrive in any sort of numbers until March. As in
the previous winter, the number of birds at the Innis Point
feeder did not equal those of some of the larger feeders
in the Ottawa area.

TABLE 1

TEN MOST COMMONLY BANDED SPECIES AT INNIS POINT
IN EACH YEAR, APRIL 1 - OCTOBER 31, 19821984

Species 1982 1983 1984 Total
Least Flycatcher 130 75 97 302
Tree Swallow 245 63 207 515
Black-capped Chickadee 285 573 234 1092
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 197 158 205 560
Cedar Waxwing 167 214 248 629
Yellow Warbler 246 329 459 1034
Magnolia Warbler 95 172 174 441
Yellow-rumped Warbler 173 627 457 1257
Red-winged Blackbird 192 226 83 501
Dark-eyed Junco 78 197 453 728
White-throated Sparrow 207 293 303 803
Song Sparrow 236 199 196 631




RETURNS TO INNIS POINT, 1984

Joanne Dean?

Two hundred and eight birds returned to Innis Point in
1984. Ninety had been banded in 1982 and 118 in 1983. The
percentage of retwns from 1982 was higher than from 1983
due to the smaller number of birds caught, particularly
migrants, in 1982.

The theory of philopatry states that for most bird species,
adults tend to return to their breeding grounds with a higher
frequency than juveniles and that males retwn more
frequently than females (Greenwood, 1980). In general for
the breeding species caught at Innis Point, the theory appears
to hold, although there are some exceptions (Table 1).

The notable exceptions to the age aspect of the theory
are Song Sparrow and Yellow Warbler. Could large number
of juveniles returning the following spring perhaps be
attributed to the fact that the young remain at Innis Point
for a relatively long period after fledging, (indicated by
the number of times some of them are retrapped in their
first year)? Against this explanation is the fact that large
numbers of juvenile Gray Catbirds are also retrapped in
their first year and yet not one has returned to Innis Point
in a succeeding breeding season.

TABLE 1

1984 RETURNS TO INNIS POINT

No. % No. % No. aged as No. sexed as
Banded Return Banded Return

Species 1982 1984 1983 1984 AHY HY U M F U
Spotted Sandpiper 21 56 5.4 3 3
Pileated Woodpecker 1 100.0 1 1
Hairy Woodpecker 13 15.4 8 2 1 1
Downy Woodpecker 27 7.4 32 1 1 2
Eastern Wood-Pewee 15 6.7 21 1 1
Great Crested Flycatcher 21 4.8 27 1 1
Tree Swallow 245 63 1.6 1 1
Blue Jay 25 12.0 25 4.0 4 3 1
Black-capped Chickadee 285 8.4 573 3.3 15 11 17 1 1 41
Brown Creeper 30 50 2.0 1 1
Veery 20 5.0 55 1.8 2 2
Wood Thrush 8 17 11.8 2 2
American Robin 112 8.0 104 8.7 14 4 14 4
Gray Catbird 111 1.8 112 4.5 7 4 2 1
Cedar Waxwing 167 214 0.5 1 1
Warbling Vireo 22 41 4.9 2 2
Red-eyed Vireo 42 101 2.0 2 2
Nashville Warbler 98 3.1 127 2.4 6 4 1 1
Yellow Warbler 246 2.4 329 6.1 11 15 12 12 2
Chestnut~-sided Warbler 17 11.8 40 2 2
Black-and~white Warbler 36 2.8 56 1.8 2 1 1
American Redstart 29 33 3.0 1 1
Ovenbird 59 1.7 122 2.5 3 1 3 1
Mourning Warbler 8 21 4.8 1 1
Common Yellowthroat 33 50 6.0 3 2 1
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 78 5.1 99 3.0 6 1 1 6
American Tree Sparrow 6 50 4.0 2z 2
Song Sparrow 237 3.0 199 5.0 6 9 2 8 2 7
White~throated Sparrow 207 1.4 293 0.7 3 2 2 1 2
Red-winged Blackbird 195 3.6 226 3.5 10 5 7 6 2
Common Grackle 22 4.5 22 1 1
Brown-headed Cowbird 12 4.0 25 16.0 4 1 4 1
Northern Oriole 117 4.3 90 8.9 13 5 5 3
Purple Finch 12 8.3 25 1 1
American Goldfinch 38 5.3 72 2.8 4 2 2

Totals 136 52 20 84 55 69

173 Irving Place, Ottawa, Ont. K1Y 2A2.
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For most species listed, more males return than females,
although the difference is less striking than for age. This
difference probably occurs because the female also gains
by returning to an area she knows.

Five of the six Rose-breasted Grosbeaks returning to Innis
Point were female. No plausible explanation for the high
return rate of juvenile female Red-winged Blackbirds and
Yellow Warblers can be given. All the Blue Jays that returned
were females. This species is a year-round resident; therefore,
different factors may have an effect on their dispersal,
It is also possible that we have been incorrectly sexing these
birds as it has only recently come to our attention that the
brood patches must be heavily developed before accurate
sexing can be done.

Included in the table are some interesting returns. The
Great Crested Flycatcher has been caught in each of our
three years of operation. It has been caught only once each
year, and these captures have all occurred within three
days of May 18. Whether this bird is a migrant or a summer
resident is not known.

The return of the Cedar Waxwing from 1983 was a surprise.
This is a species that usually shows little site tenacity. It
is largely dependent on a variable food supply (berries) and
as a result remains in an area only if there is an ample food

crop. It is more usual for waxwings to breed at sites hundreds
of kilometers apart in succeeding years. The Ottawa Banding
Group has had one recovery of a waxwing. This bird was
found dead in Swanton, Ohio on July 31, 1983, having been
banded at Innis Point the previous August.

The American Tree Sparrow does not breed at Innis Point
but it is obviously a species that exhibits some winter range
site tenacity.

It is only through more banding and years of coverage
that we will be able to see how the breeding species at Innis
Point fit the philopatry theory. The return rates of the
breeding bird species to Innis Point are actually higher than
the table indicates because both migrants and summer
residents are included in the total number of birds banded.
At present it is impossible to separate summer residents
accurately during the spring or fall overlap period. This
difficulty is further complicated as many of the summer
residents learn where the net lines are and avoid being caught
after the first time.

Reference

Greenwood, P. J; 1980. Mating systems, philopatry and
dispersal in birds and mammals. Animal Behaviour 28:
1140-1162.

OTTAWA BANDING GROUP: RECOVERIES, 1984

Joanne Dean!

The large majority of our band returns come from the
Ottawa/Hull area. At present, apart from our Ottawa returns,
we seem to catch other peoples' birds more frequently than
they catch ours! Listed below are "our" birds that were
recovered outside the Ottawa area in 1984,

Red-winged Blackbird

Banded:
Recovered:

June 30, 1983
April 14, 1984

Winnington, Ottawa
Hayes, Virginia
~—dead

Myrtle Warbler

Banded:
Recovered:

September 27, 1983
March 6, 1984

Innis Point, Ottawa
Orange Pic, Florida
—-—dead

Evening Grosbeak

Banded:
Recovered

April 9,1983
April 24, 1984

Winnington, Ottawa
Williamsport, Tennessee
~—released alive
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Banded: December 17, 1983 Innis Point, Ottawa

Recovered: September 23, 1984 Mikado, Michigan
—dead

Banded: March 7, 1983 Winnington, Ottawa

Recovered: March 3, 1984 Oakland, Maryland

—released alive

Not a recovery, but a bird of interest, as it is one of only
a few to return to the Ottawa area is:

Evening Grosbeak

Banded:
Retrapped:

February, 1984
February, 1985

Fourth Line, Ottawa
Innis Point, Ottawa

(The fourth Line and Innis Point banding sites are only 4
km apart).

Having received only long-distance recoveries in the
last three years, I was under the false impression that Evening
Grosbeaks wander in the winter and do not return to the
same areas. Richard Poulin who has been banding in Ottawa
for 15 years has had 8 grosbeaks return to the Ottawa area
and 19 foreign retraps and recoveries. Is it only chance
that some return to same area or are other factors involved?



AN EXTRAORDINARY EVENING GROSBEAK

Joanne Dean!?

In the confusion of extracting Evening Grosbeaks and
watching fingers on March 9, 1983, I noticed no bands and
nothing amiss with the birds. Banding them later and checking
their wings for age, I got a terrible shock as | banded a male
grosbeak and then flipped it over to look at the other wing.
It was female!

On closer inspection I realized that the bird's plumage
was almost split right down the middle: the right half female
and left half male (See Figure 1)%,

The bird's head was male, the forehead yellow, the crown
black, the nape brown-yellow but the top of the right side
of the nape contained greyish feathers. The eyestripe on
the right side was yellow in front of the eve but beige behind;
on the left side it was all yellow.

Its back was yellow on the left side and vellow with a
brownish wash on the right. The rump was distinctly yellow
on the left and beige on the right. The upper tail coverts
were black with yellowish tips on the left side but black
with small beige tips on the right. The rectrices were
symmetrical and showed the white pattern of a female.

On the underside from the breast to the crissum the bird
had an almost definite line separating vellow on the left
side and brownish-beige to white on the right. Even the
feathering on the legs was split: the left side yellow and
black and the right side grey and black.

Most striking were the wings, the left being that of a
typical second-year male and the right that of a second-year
female.

This bird is now a specimen at the National Museum of
Natural Sciences (Accession #1983-46). When examined
internally, it was found to have two testes and one ovary.
Tissue cultures of bone marrow cells, liver and lungs were
prepared and examined by Dr. Hare of the Animal Diseases
Research Institute, Ottawa. All the large chromosome pairs
were homologous, indicating that the cells examined were
male.

73 Irving Place, Ottawa, Ont, K1Y 2A2.

*Note that the colour differences on the bird do not show
well in black-and-white.

Figure 1. Bisexual Evening Grosbeak. Photograph by
Bruce DilLabio.

This is not the first case of bilateral gynandrism in Evening
Grosbeaks. Laybourne (1967) describes a grosbeak that
had male plumage on the left side and female on the right,
with the head resembling that of a female. Laybourne
also stated that at least four cases of bilateral gynandrism
in Evening Grosbeaks had been noted before, three with
left sides male and right sides female and one the other
way around.

Bilateral gynandrism, although rare, has been reported
in other species: flicker (Colaptes “mexicanus"), Eurasian
Bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula), Common Chaffinch (Fringilla

coelebs), Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus), Green

Honeycreeper (Chlorophanes spiza) and domestic fowl. All
are sexually dimorphic species.

Reference:
Laybourne, R.C; 1967. Bilateral gynandrism in an Evening
Grosbeak. Auk 84: 267-272.
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PRINCE EDWARD POINT OBSERVATORY: 1984 REPORT!

RECOVERIES, FOREIGN RECOVERIES AND RETURNS
(NON-WATERFOWL)

Ron Weir?

Even though owls were the only birds banded in 1984,

reports of recoveries continued to be received. A Recovery

is a bird banded under the PEPt Observatory Permit that
was found dead or killed and reported to the Banding Office
of CWS. A Foreign Recovery is a bird captured and released
alive in a different 10-minute block from that in which it
was originally banded. This category also includes birds
banded elsewhere and captured under the PEPt Permit.

A Return is a bird banded at PEPt and encountered there
again 90 days or more later.

In the table below, columns designated by number are
as follows: columns 2 & 3 - age and sex; 8 & § - distance
(in kilometers) and direction from banding location; 10 &
11 - how obtained and present condition respectively. Codes
for these columns are as follows:

TABLE 1
BANDED RECOVERED
BAND NO. 2 3 DATE LOCATION DATE LOCATION 8 9 10 11
RING-BILLED GULL
704~-07080 L - U 77-06-14 Pigeon I. 84-03-26 Wilmington, DE SSE 480 00 05
SAW-WHET OWL
614-04599 AHY - M 78-10-24 PEPt. 84-02-10 Saugerties, NY SE 320 00 05
614~30795 AHY -~ U 83~10~15 PEPt. 84-04~19 Rochester, NY Ssw 110 00 04
LEAST FLYCATCHER
1520-05025 AHY - U 80-05-22 PEPt. 84-05-11 Erie, MI SW 580 89 07
YELLOW WARBLER
1510-21665 HY - U 79-07-31 PEPt. 84-05~-16 Stafford, NY SSW 115 89 07
1510~21164 HY - U 79-07~-13 PEPt. 84~05~30 PEPt. - - 00 05
WHITH-THROATED SPARROW
1211-09284 HY - M 79-10-14 PEPt. 84-10-17 Rector, PA SswW 400 89 07
Age How obtained Present Condition
AHY - After hatching vear 00 - found dead 03 - Dead
HY - Hatching year 01 - shot 04 - Dead, band left on leg
L - Local {nestling) 89 - trapped 05 - Dead
07 - Released alive

Ring-billed Gull. Total recoveries are now 27, of which
nine are from the Atlantic coast and 17 from along the St.
Lawrence River and Ottawa area, NE of Kingston. Our
six foreign retraps were found nesting on the Leslie Street
spit, Toronto. The recovery noted in the table was a bhird
seven years old and hatched on Pigeon Island.

Saw-whet Owl. These two recoveries raise our total
encounters to 35. Recoveries {(dead) number 15, foreign
retraps f{alive} 11 and returns (to PEPt) 9. By excluding
the 110 banded at PEPt. in autumn 1984, since it is too scon
for any recoveries to be processed, the encounter rate is
35in 3596 or 1in 100 (1%).

1. Reprinted from Blue Bill 32:11-12. 1985
2. 294 Elmwood Ave., Kingston, ON. K7M 2Y8.

Saw-whet Owl #614-04599 above was at least seven
years old when it died. Saw-whet #614~30795 was found
dead in a backyvard. An autopsy revealed an adult male
in excellent flesh, Two broken ribs and ribs disarticulated
from the vertebrae were found. Its right lung was lacerated
and the left side of the thorax bruised. Considerable internal
hemorrhage was noted. No sign of disease was found. It
appears a collision occurred.

Considering the numbers of Saw-whets banded at PEPt.
and encountered elsewhere, 11 are direct encounters, i.e.
no breeding season between banding and recovery dates
as follows: five SW {(Michigan, Arkansas, New York & Ontario
(2); three SE (coastal New Jersey (2), Connecticut and singles
NE, N and NW of PEPt. By ignoring the time lapse between
banding and encounter, there are 21 records of which 10
were SW, 5 SE, 1 N and 3NW.



Least Flycatcher. This encounter is the first for any
of the 1832 Least Flycatchers banded between 1976-1981.
It was trapped at a banding station in Michigan and then
released. The bird was at least five years oid.

White-throated Sparrow. This was also a bird trapped
and released at a foreign banding station and is the fourth
for the species of 3091 banded at PEPt. The indiviual was

five years old when renetted.

NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL STUDIES AT PRINCE EDWARD

POINT OBSERVATORY IN 19841

Ron Weir?

Northern Saw-whet Owls (Aegolius acadicus} were netted
at Prince Edward Point for the tenth consecutive autumn.
Only 110 were banded, raising the cumulative total there
to 3702 since 1975. There was coverage on 18 nights between
September 26~27 and November 4-5. Ten nights were lost
to rain, eight to unfavourable winds and two to dense fog.
The control sites used were again used to allow a comparison
of the migration between sites and between years

Shown in Table 1 is the age breakdown for 1984.
TABLE 1

AGE PROFILE OF NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWLS: 1984

Age Class Number Percent
AHY 86 78.2
HY 22 20.0
8] 2 1.8
Total 110 100.0

A hatching year bird (HY) is known to be in the first
calendar year of life and is identified by uniformly coloured
and unworn flight feathers. After hatching year (AHY)
includes any bird known to be in a calendar year after its

first and is identified by the presence of two-toned flight
feathers. The 20.0% HY birds is a very low fraction,
suggesting poor nesting success during 1984 or else HY birds
not migrating.

The timing of the owl flight was late when compared
to the nine-year average. Some 50% of the birds had passed
through by October 24 (the norm is October 12) and 75%
by October 30 {(norm - October 20). Peak nights occurred
October 23-24 (45 owls) and November 2-3 (20 owls). The
Owl Index for our 1984 work is presented in Table 2. The
Index corrects for net area and the number of nights that
nets were opened.

A comparison of the Index for each year since 1976 for
control sites only is given in Table 3. The control sites are
in the Cedar Woods and Traverse (TR and TA). The 1984
Index (1.4) for HY birds is the lowest in our ten years of
work and well below the average of 6.6.

Eleven banders worked one or more nights and were
helped by 48 workers. Another 99 visitors signed in, including
80 Brownies and Cubs from Prince Edward County, 10 students
from MacDonald College, Montreal, 9 Kingston Junior
Naturalists and some Quinte Field Naturalists.

Thanks are due to the Canadian Wildlife Service for allowing us
to do the work in the National Wildlife Area.

REFERENCE

Weir, R. D; 1981, Saw-whet Owl studies 1980. Ontario Bird
Banding 14(1): 8-12.

TABLE 2

NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL INDEX!: 1984

Site? Index No. of Owls Caught Age Group Index No. of Owls Caught
All sites 6.02 110 AHY (All sites) 4.65 85

Cedar Woods 5,12 49 HY (All sites) 1.26 23
Traverse {TR) 4.70 11

Traverse (TA) 9.16 36

NWA Sign 5.34 13

1. Owls per 1000 square metres of net per night

2. See Weir (1981) for locations of sites.

1. Reprinted from Blue Bill 32: 8-9. 1985.
2. 294 Elmwood Avenue, Kingston, ON. K7TM 2Y8.
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TABLE 3

NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL INDEX!: 1976-1984

Age 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1976~-1983 1984

Class Average

AHY 4.7 3.3 3.6 3.6 8.4 8.6 7.0 11.7 6.4 4.5
HY 4.7 7.9 2.4 4.1 8.3 11.6 6.0 8.0 6.6 1.4
All Ages 9.4 11.2 6.0 7.7 11.7 20.2 12.9 19.8 13.0 6.1

1. Control sites - Cedar Woods and Traverse only.



LONG POINT BiRD OBSERVATORY REPORT: 1984!

Dave Shepherd?

In any previous year, 1984 would have yvielded poor banding
totals. There were some big wave days of sparrows and
kinglets in early spring, but there were no large fall wave
days and no irruptive movements of any species. The total
would have been around 14,000. But, and it's a big but, 1984
saw the first year of full coverage at Lighthouse Crescent
(LHC), due entirely to our purchase of a cottage there in
the fall of 1983. What a difference it made: 6,499 birds
were banded there to bring the final tally up to 19,949, thus
beating the previous high of 16,825 in 1980 by more than
3,000. Our grand total rapidly passed the quarter million
mark and now stands at 263,255 birds of 241 species.

The number of species banded, 138, was about average,
since little effort was put into shorebird banding. One new
species, Short-eared Owl, was banded and an "Audubon's"
Warbler was the first of that race of the Yellow-rumped
Warbler. Both were trapped at the Tip.

The ten most numerous species banded are listed in Table
1, while the full banding results are shown in the Ontario
summary. Sparrows were the most numerous species group
banded with a total of 5,636 (28.3% of the total), while
warblers were close behind with 4,483 (22.5%). Other
substantial totals were obtained for kinglets - 1,728 (8.7%),
Brown Creeper - 1,476 (7.4%), thrushes - 1,526 (7.6%),
swallows - 1,041 (5.2%), blackbirds - 956 (4.8%) and
flycatchers ~ 940 {4.7%).

Saw-whet Owl banding was very disappointing despite
increased effort with a site in Long Point Provincial Park
in addition to those at LHC and the Tip. Prince Edward
Point, well known for these owls, also reported very low
numbers, particularly for young birds, and the proportion
of young in our total of 40 was ominously low at 25%.

Unusual species included the Observatory's fifth Goshawk,
the first Great Horned Owl since 1968 (a young bird caught
by David Agro, who threw his sweater over itl), the first

TABLE 1

THE TEN COMMONEST SPECIES BANDED AT
LPBO IN 1984

Species Number Banded
White-throated Sparrow 2121
"Slate-colored" Junco 1657
Brown Creeper 1476
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 936
Tree Swallow 867
Golden-crowned Kinglet 792
Magnolia Warbler 709
Swainson's Thrush 623
Song Sparrow 582
"Myrtle" Warbler 498

lpartially based on report in LPBO Newsletter 17(1): 8-9, 1985.

2Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan,
ON. NOE 1M0

Dickeissel since 1969 and the obligatory annual Clay-colored
Sparrow (although I did hear another was accidentally let
gol). One of three Summer Tanagers - an unprecedented
number - was subsequently recovered across the lake in
Ohio, providing useful information on the fate of spring
overshoot species. Other spring rarities included 6 White-eved
Vireos, 1 Kentucky Warbler (on the late date of 5 June),
2 Worm-eating Warblers and 4 Hooded Warblers (all at LHC).

Blue-winged Warblers and Yellow-breasted Chats continued
their increase of recent years, but the low total of Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers is very misleading since we stopped banding
them when a band fell off one! Few will now be banded until
a smaller size is issued. The Prothonotary Warbler total
of 11 was not the result of opportunistic banding of nestlings,
but was helped by the 8 banded at Breakwater on 26 August
- presumably post-breeding dispersal.

TABLE 2

SPECIES WITH RECORD HIGH
NUMEBERS BANDED IN 1984

Number Previous high LHC birds as

Species banded and years(s) % of total
Merlin 2 2; 1980 -
Great Horned Owl 1 1; 1968 -
Short-eared Owl 1 - -
Olive-sided Flycatcher 4 4; 1963 -
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 210 157; 1982 39
Brown Creeper 1476 1143; 1965 22
Winter Wren 118 67; 1968 31
Gray Catbird 241 209; 1982 69
Hermit Thrush 470 265; 1964 50
Swainson's Thrush 623 562; 1982 57
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 936 659; 1980 63
Philadelphia Vireo 48 35; 1982 96
White-eyed Vireo 6 6; 1979 83 .
Blue-winged Warbler 11 9; 1981, 1982 64
Black-and-white Warbler 157 83; 1977 52
Magnolia Warbler 709 588; 1978 66
Prothonotary Warbler 11 9; 1982 -
Black-throated Blue Warbler 94 76; 1983 55
Pine Warbler 6 63 1977 50
Chestnut-sided Warbler 97 91; 1982 45
Louisiana Waterthrush 4 4; 1982 50
Mourning Warbler 59 40; 1980, 1982 46
Yellow-breasted Chat 22 17; 1983 64
Wilson's Warbler 201 134; 1982 64
Canada Warbler 194 160; 1982 63
American Redstart 273 212; 1978 58
Summer Tanager 3 1, 6 years -
House Finch 2 1; 1982, 1983 -
"Slate-colored" Junco 1657  1284; 1969 12
Clay-colored Sparrow 1 1, 7 years -
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The record number of Winter Wrens was not due to the
contribution of LHC since only 37 were banded there, but
rather reflects a welcome return to healthy population levels
following decimation in severe winters in the late '70s.

Needless to say, record high numbers were banded for many
species and these are summarised in Table 2. Surprisingly,
White~throated Sparrow at 2,121, was not a record - the
total was still 800 shy! LHC was instrumental in the
achievement of most of these records, and that station's
contribution is indicated as a percentage of the total banded.

The figures are a little misleading in that LHC received
slightly more coverage at the start and end of migration
seasons and Breakwater, as usual, was closed for duck~hunting
in the fall. But there is no doubt that the density of habitat

makes for higher numbers of many species, especially Gray
Catbird and thrushes. This station can also be netted in
stronger winds than the others. Many warblers were attracted
to specially constructed "drips”, and subsequently captured.

Another first for the Observatory in 1984 was the
commencement of our "double-banding” project. Starting
in June, 1984, every small bird (band size 0 through 1A)
has been banded with a supplementary band bearing the
address of the banding scheme on the outside of the band
in an effort to increase the recovery rates for small species.

1985 promises to be a very exciting year, as we now have
a fuller complement of better quality nets and better sites
than ever before. Also, LHC now has a J-trap and several
ground traps. We're also looking forward to some spectacular
recoveries.




HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION

THIRTEENTH AND FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORTS: 1983-1984

Donald and Sheila Fowler!

This year, the 1983 and 1984 annual Hawk Cliff banding
and migration reports are being combined.

Hawk CUff is located on the Lake Erie shoreline 2 miles
east of Port Stanley where the annual raptor migration passes
in great numbers each fall. It is situated at 42°41'N by 81°10'W
in Elgin County, Ontario and was described by Field (1970).
Banding locations in 1983-84 are the same as in 1979 through
1982 (see Field and Field, 1979).

Trapping and banding of southward migrating raptors takes
place annually at Hawk Cliff from the first of September
to the end of December. The Station has been in operation
since 1969 and the luring and trapping methods remain
basically the same as described by Field and Rayner (1976).
Other trapping and banding methods take place from January
through August away from the Hawk Cliff banding area.

1983
SEPTEMBER

Migration was about one week behind the norm even though
7 American Kestrels and 1 Northern Harrier (see Figure 1)
were banded on August 29. The first major movement was
on the 11lth. Cooper's Hawks and American Kestrels were
noticeably absent. The 9 Cooper's banded were our poorest
showing since 1973 and, with the exception of the 1llth,

TABLE 1A
TOTAL SIGHTINGS BY MONTH AT HAWK CLIFF, 1983

there was no major American Kestrel flight until the 22nd.
We normally see a steady flow of Kestrels from the second
week onward to the end of the month. Good coverage kept
our banding totals in line with the past few years (see Table
3).

OCTOBER

This was one of our better Octobers for Red-tailed Hawks.
Goshawk bandings also were much improved over 1982 (see
Table 3). Peregrine sightings were up over the previous
vear - 10 were seen, 4 responded and 1 was trapped and
banded. Sharp-shinned bandings, although better than in
1982, were very poor, historically.

David Lemon spent 9 nights and over 31 hours watching
the stars while waiting for Saw-whet Owls to fly into his
mist nets. He certainly deserved more than the 3 that he
caught. More time is required to do a better job on owls
but after a day of trapping hawks, it is difficult to do justice
to owl netting all night.

NOVEMBER

The wind and the weather were right but there were only
2 good days, the 5th and the 12th, when 33 and 17 raptors
respectively were banded. The strange thing about the flight

TABLE 1B
TOTAL SIGHTINGS BY MONTH AT HAWK CLIFF, 1984

Species Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total Species Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total
TUvVUyl 71 1017 18 - 1106 TUVU! 631 769 2 - 1402
SSHA 6373 1431 11 2 7817 SSHA 4990 937 4 - 5931
COHA 76 228 13 1 318 COHA 207 179 1 - 387
GOSH - 26 30 - 56 GOSH 4 9 4 - 17
RTHA 154 2034 457 24 2669 RTHA 443 1033 401 5 1882
RSHA 9 58 7 1 75 RSHA 19 45 3 - 67
BWHA 3501 31 - - 3532 BWHA 24085 2 - - 24087
RLHA - 3 9 2 14 RLHA - 3 4 2 9
GOEA - 2 1 - 3 GOEA - 5 2 - 7
BAEA 2 1 - - 3 BAEA - 1 - - .1
NOHA 207 126 47 6 386 NOHA 395 115 24 8 542
OSPR 39 7 - - 46 OSPR 35 11 - - 46
PEFA 2 10 - - 12 PEFA 15 7 - - 22
MERL 7 1 1 - 9 MERL 1 6 - - 7
AMKE 1529 197 7 - 1733 AMKE 1487 135 6 2 1630
NOSH - - 1 - 1 NOSH - - - - -
Unident. 134 144 15 1 294 Unident. 249 88 39 - 376
Total 12104 5316 617 37 18074 Total 32561 3344 490 17 36412

!See Appendix 1 for key to species.

117 Fifth Ave., St. Thomas, Ont. N5P 4C2

1 See Appendix 1 for key to species.
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on the 5th is that 16 were banded at Station #1 which is

0.4 km from the lake and 13 at the inland Station #7 (1.5 DECEMBER

km away), while Stations #3 and #4 in between had poor ) N

responses and banded only 2 each. The highlights of the ‘The‘ wind and weather were perfect but gtrangely ?no‘f

day were the 5 Goshawks trapped at #] and the immature this did not help. The 3rd was the 0“}113/' f?_lj}ght day ’11;'; ie

male Merlin, a first for November, (see Figure 2) captured month when 5 hawks were banded of the seen. 1s 18
the first time in several years that we have had cold northerly

at #7,
TABLE 2A
BANDING TOTALS FOR HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION: 1983
Station Station Road~ Nest~ Nest
1 3 4 5 6 7 Totals traps lings Adults Totals

SSHA! 346 216 123 237 17 396 1335 - - - 1335
COHA 16 11 10 6 - 12 55 - - - 55
GOSH 12 3 - - 2 2 19 - - - 19
RTHA 42 52 21 2 1 89 207 - - - 207
RSHA 2z 1 1 - - - 4 - - - 4
BAEA - - - - - - - - - 1
NOHA 1 - 3 12 - 5 21 - - - 21
PEFA - - - 1 - - 1 - - - 1
MERL - - 1 1 - 1 3 - - - 3
AMKE 28 - 173 4 38 246 58 244 12 560
GHOW - - - - - - - - 2 - 2
SWOow - - - - 3 - 3 - - ~ 3
NOSH 1 - - - - - 1 - - - 1
Totals 448 286 159 432 27 543 1895 58 247 12 2212
Hours 212% 1734 107 130% 89 164% 877

Days 52 34 22 28 23 30 189

1See Appendix 1 for key to species.

TABLE 2B

BEANDING TOTALS FOR HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION: 1984

Station Station Road~ . Nest~ Nest
1 3 4 5 6 7 Totals traps lings Adults Totals

SSHA! 155 141 140 133 99 246 914 - - - 914
COHA 4 6 6 6 6 17 45 - - - 45
GOSH - - - - 1 2 3 - - - 3
RTHA 5 30 12 2 13 102 164 - - - 164
RSHA 1 - - - - - 1 - - - 1
RLHA 1 - - - - - 1 - - - 1
NOHA 1 1 10 8 23 45 - - - 45
PEFA ~ - - 2 1 - 3 - - - 3
MERL - - - - - 1 1 - - - 1
AMKE 14 14 8 205 46 50 337 7 256 11 611
SCOow - - - - - - - - - 5 5
Totals 181 193 167 358 174 441 1514 7 256 16 1793
Hours 75 125% 51 110% 119 160% 641%

Days 18 29 10 26 24 30 -137

1See Appendix 1 for key to species.
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winds and snow in December that didn't produce the large
flights as they had in the earlier years at Hawk Cliff. Only
37 hawks were seen (see Table la) and 7 were banded.

1984
SEPTEMBER

No major migration was observed until the 14th of the
month but, even with the late beginning, Cooper's Hawks,
Northern Harriers and American Kestrels were the best
in the past 3 years. Fifty-five Red-tails banded were a
September record for Hawk Cliff. Sharp-shinned Hawks,
which make up the bulk of our trapping totals, were poor.
The normal big week at the end of the month did not
materialize due to rain and fog. The hawks either flew
above the fog or used a more inland flight path. Bruce Duncan
cashed in on the Northern Harrier increase. He banded
% on September 21 and 6 on the 29th at the inland station.
The § Harriers banded in one day at a single banding station
were a Hawk CLff record.

OCTOBER

it was our poorest October on record, 184 banded against
our past 10-year average of 694. Sharp-shinneds at 72 and
Cooper's at 12 were record lows. Warm weather, fog, rain
and a lack of any ceold fronts had a lot to do with it. Hawks
were seen flying when there was a break in the fog. The
bright spot was the banding of 3 hatching year female
Peregrines, one on the 2nd, one on the 6th and a late bird
on the 20th. A total of 22 Peregrines were sighted in
September and October which surpassed our previous high
of 21 in 1979 - a tribute to the North American Peregrine
release programme.

NOVEMBER

The weather was warmer and drier than normal with no
major cold fronts. The winds for the most part had a westerly
flow but the 2 good days when over 100 hawks were seen
had northwest winds. These, unfortunately, were weekdays
when coverage by banders was slim. The flight was mostly
inland over Station #7 which banded 37 of the 38 hawks
trapped. It was our second poorest November on record.

TABLE 2C
MONTHLY BANDING TOTALS AT HAWK CLIFF
RAPTOR BANDING STATION: 19831

Species Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.
SSHA?Z 1089 243 3 -
COHA 9 44 1 1
GOSH - 9 10 -
RTHA 23 140 40 4
RSHA - 2 1 1
NOHA 15 5 1
PEFA - 1 - -
MERL 2 - 1 -
AMKE 230 16 - -
NOSH - - 1 -
SWOW - 3 - -
Totals 1368 463 57 7

17 American Kestrels and 1 Northern Harrier banded in August
2See Appendix 1 for key to species names

Figure 1. Hatching Year Northern Harrier banded at Hawk
Cliff, Ontario. Photograph by Roy Barrett.

DECEMBER
Only 3 hawks were banded - our lowest total for December
ever, but with warm wet weather, no cold f{ronts and
record-breaking high temperatures capped by 14.3°C on

the 16th, it was perhaps not surprising.

HAWK CLIFF WEEKEND

This annual event is sponsored by the St. Thomas Field
Naturalists and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.
Hand-held live hawks are brought to the nearby public viewing
area by the banders to show hawk-watchers, many of whom
come from a great distance.

In 1983, the "weekend” turned into weekends. The weather
soured on September 18§, the second day of the initial
weekend, and the local newspaper erroneously reported
that we would try again the following weekend. However,

TABLE 2D
MONTHLY BANDING TOTALS AT HAWK CLIFF
RAPTOR BANDING STATION: 1984

Species Sep. Oct, Nov, Dec.
ssHAl 841 72 -
COHA 33 12 - -
GOSH - - 3 -
RTHA 55 73 34 1
RSHA - - - -
NOHA 38 5 - 2
PEFA - 3 - -
MERL - 1 - -
AMKE 319 18 - -
Totals 1286 184 38 3

! See Appendix 1 for key to species' names
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we did and it was an improvement. Our efforts were very
much appreciated.

Normally, the weekend is held about mid-September but
because there had been problems in past vears trapping
a good variety of hawks, we decided to hold it a week later
in 1984, on September 22-23. The best migration days of
the month were on the weekend of the 15-16. However,
the first day of the Viewing Weekend saw a fair passage
of hawks even though the wind was ESE. We had a great
show. On Sunday, September 22, we had one Sharp-shinned
Hawk for the damp crowd of about 30 hardy souls. Those
who persevered were rewarded with the sight of a Merlin
and 10 Peregrines, which like to move in this type of weather.

KESTREL NEST BOX PROGRAMME

Close to 100 nest boxes for American Kestrels are
maintained by some members of the Hawk Cliff Raptor
Banding Station (see Table 4). The programme was initiated
by Marshall Field in 1974 (see Spicer and Field, 1975).

1983

In the 10th yvear of our programme, a record of 244
nestlings (see Figures 3-5) were banded from 98 boxes of
which 75 were active (i.e. eggs were laid in the box). The
percentage of active boxes has been increasing steadily
over the years from 37.5% in 1974 to 76.5% in 1983. A good
part of this can be attributed not only to banders having
learned the best nest box locations but also to a substantial

number of American Kestrel young returning to nest in the
area. Previously, the lack of natural nest sites has probably
limited any increase in the kestrel population. Many dead
trees which provided nest cavities are no longer left to fall
on their own; they are cut down. In a study of a breeding
kestrel population on a 20,243 hectare area in central
Wisconsin from 1968 through 1972, lack of nest sites was
concluded to be the limiting factor (see Hamerstrom and
Hamerstrom, 1973).

In addition to the nestlings, 9 adult females were banded
on the nest. We retrapped 9 other nesting adults which
had been banded already, 5 of them as locals (2 in 1980 and
3 in 1982). There were 6 boxes containing clutches of 6
eggs: 3 of these fledged all 6, one hatched 5 and fledged
4, one fledged 3 and one was unsuccessful. The average
clutch in Ontario is 3~5 eggs (Peck and James, 1983)

Only AHY birds were colour-banded this year. It was
found that excrement and prey remains in the nest coated
or discoloured the bands used on nestlings.

1984

We surpassed our 1983 record by banding 256 nestlings
from 15 fewer boxes because of one area not being monitored.
There were also 4 more nestlings which fledged before they
could be banded. We banded 12 adults on the the nest, 1
male and 11 females (see Table 4) and 11 banded adults
returned - 2 had been banded as locals, one in 1980 and the
other in 1982,

TABLE 3

RAPTORS BANDED AT HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION: 1969-1984

Species 1969-79 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 Totals
SSHA? 12942 1493 2159 989 1335 914 19832
COHA 915 87 154 49 55 45 1305
GOSH 138 6 48 7 19 3 221
RTHA 3110 225 282 132 207 164 4120
RSHA 77 1 3 5 4 1 91
SWHA 1 - - - - - 1
BWHA 25 2 4 - - - 31
RLHA 25 3 1 1 - 1 31
GOEA 5 - - - - - 5
BAEA - - - - 1 - 1
NOHA 386 56 27 25 21 45 560
GYFA i - - - - - 1
PEFA 17 - 1 - 1 3 22
MERL 34 9 2 6 3 1 55
AMKE 4172 481 498 499 560 611 6821
BAOW 1 - - - - - 1
SCOwW 44 3 1 - 5 54
GHOW 11 - - - 2 - 73
SNOW 2 - - - - - 2
HAOW 1 - - - - - 1
LEOW 19 R - - - - - 19
SWOW 71 - - 1 3 - 75
NOSH 7 - - 1 1 - 9
LHSH 1 - - - - - 1
Totals 22065 2366 3180 1716 2212 1793 33332

isee Appendix 1 for key to species' names.
‘Local.
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TAELE 4

AMERICAN KESTREL NEST BOX RESULTS: 19831984

Area Total Active  Predated/ Locals? Banded AHY? Banded Total AHY Returns
YEAR Number!  Banded Boxes Deserted Male Female Male Female Banded Male Female
1983 1 30 28 9 50 30 - 7 87 - -
2 15 9 5 14 6 - 2 22 - 5
3 38 33 3 73 63 - 3 139 - 4
4 15 5 2 4 4 - - 8 - -
Totals 98 75 19 141 103 - 12 256 - G
1984 1 30 ut u 37 45 1 3 86 - 7
2 14 8 1 13 19 - 4 36 - 3
3 39 34 2 63 79 - 4 146 - 1
4 15 - Nest boxes not monitored in 1984 - - - - -
Totals 98 42+U 3+U 113 143 1 11 268 - 11

!Area locations: #1 ~ St. Thomas South (424~0810)
#2 - Port Stanley West (424-0811)
#3 - St. Thomas North (424~0811 and 425-0811)
#4 - New Sarum North (424~0810)

‘Local = Nestling
SAHY = After Hatch Year
4U = Unknown

Figure 3. American Kestrel nestling at about 1 week old.
Photograph by Donald Fowler.

.

Figure 2. Hatching Year male Merlin banded in November,
1983. Photograph by Donald Fowler.
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NOTES OF INTEREST
1983

The most significant event of 1983, in fact of the last
15 years, took place away from the Hawk CIliff Banding
Station. On May 31, Marshall Field and Bob Hubert banded
a nestling Bald Eagle in West Eigin County. Pud Hunter
of the Ontaric Ministry of Natural Resources climbed to
the nest and lowered the bird down to Paul Prevett. This
is the first record of a Bald Eagle being hatched in Elgin
County since 1969 when one was banded from the Turner
nast.

datz from our Nest Box Programme on American Kestrel
nestlings and adults were used by the MacDonald Raptor
Research Centre of McGill University in a paper presented
at the Raptor Research Foundation's Annual Meeting in
St. Louis, Missouri.

Worthern Harriers continued their steady decline which
is reflected in our banding as well as our sightings (see Tables
2a and 6).

1984
1984 was a poor year. Table 7 shows some species' totals.

Few Merlins are ever banded but one has to go back
to 1973 to find a poorer year.

Some bright spots are evident. The 45 Northern Harriers
banded are well above the l6-year average of 35, Sightings
improved markedly after plunging to a low of 386 in 1983
(see Table 6},

There has been no vandalism for the past two years.
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TABLE 5A

A COMPARISON OF HATCH YEAR AND AFTER HE:TCH
YEAR BIRDS BANDED AT HAWK CLIFF: 1983*

Species HY AHY Total % HY
sSHaA? 1200 135 1335 89.9
COHA 40 15 55 72.7
GOSH 15 4 19 78.9
RTHA 168 39 207 81.2
RSHA 3 1 4 75.0
NOHA 18 3 21 85.7
PEFA 1 - 1 100.0
MERL 3 - 3 100.0
Totals 1448 197 1645 88.0

1 American Kestrels excluded due to difficulty of aging
in autumn. Roadtraps, nestlings and owls also excluded.
2 gee Appendix 1 for key to species' names.
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The following banders took part in the 1983 - 84 operation:
G. Coleman, B. Duncan, K. Ferguson, M. Field, D. Fowler,
S. Fowler, G. Hubert, R. Hubert, D. Lemon, J. Lemon, P.
Leverton, W. Read, L. Sanders, and D. Tarry.

Figure 4. American Kestrel nestling at about 2% weeks
of age. Photograph by Donald Fowler.

Figure 5. Male American Kestrel nestling at about ¢ weeks
of age. Photograph by Donald Fowler.



TABLE 5B

A COMPARISON OF HATCH YEAR AND AFTER HATCH
YEAR BIRDS BANDED AT HAWK CLIFF: 19841

Species HY AHY Total % HY
SSHA? 756 158 914 82.7
COHA 40 5 45 88.9
GOSH 3 - 3 100.0
RTHA 133 31 164 81.1
RSHA - 1 1 " 0.0
NOHA 42 3 45 93.3
PEFA 3 - 3 100.0
MERL 1 - 1 100.0
Totals 978 198 1176 83.2

1

American Kestrels excluded due to difficulty of aging

in autumn. Roadtraps, nestlings and owls also excluded.
2 See Appendix 1 for key to species' names.

TABLE 6

NORTHERN HARRIER SIGHTINGS AT
HAWK CLIFF: 1973-1984.

Year Number Sighted
1973 537
1974 822
1975 1248
1976 936
1977 1235
1978 649
1979 733
1980 871
1981 655
1982 428
1983 386
1984 542
Total 9042
Mean 753.5

TABLE 7

SELECTED SPECIES BANDED AT HAWK CLIFF IN 1984

Number 16 Year
Species Banded in 1984  Average
Sharp-shinned Hawk 914 1240
Cooper's Hawk 45 82
Goshawk 3 14

Field, M; 1970. Hawk banding on the northern shore of Lake
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APPENDIX 1

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS IN TABLES AND
SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF SPECIES

TUVU
SSHA
COHA
GOSH
RTHA
RSHA
SWHA
BWHA
RLHA
GOEA
BAEA
NOHA
OSPR
GYFA
PEFA
MERL
AMKE
BAOW
SCow
GHOW
SNOW
HAOW
LEOW
SWOow
NOSH
LHSH

Turkey Vulture
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Goshawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Red~shouldered Hawk

Swainson's Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle

Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Osprey

Gyrfalcon
Peregrine Falcon
Merlin

American Kestrel
Barn Owl

Screech Owl

Great Horned Owl
Snowy Owl

Hawk Owl
Long-eared Owl
Saw-whet Owl
Northern Shrike
Loggerhead Shrike

Cathartes aura
Accipiter striatus
Accipiter cooperii
Accipiter gentilis
Buteo jamaicensis
Buteo lineatus
Buteo swainsoni

Buteo -——__-_Elat ypterus
Buteo lagopus
Aquila chrysaetos

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Circus cyaneus
Pandion haliaetus

Falco rusticolus
Falco peregrinus
Falco columbarius

Falco ;________W
Tyto alba

Otus asio

Bubo virginianus
Nyctea scandiaca
Surnia ulula

Asio otus
Aegolius-acadica
Lanius excubitor
Lanius ludovicianus
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RECOVERIES; FOREIGN RETRAPS,
RETURNS AND REPEATS: 1983-1984

Sheila Fowler!

In 1983, Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station received 26
encounter reports from the Banding Office and in 1984,
40 more for a total of 469 encounters to date. This is 1.4%
of the 33,332 raptors banded to date (See Table 1).

TABLE 1

NUMBER OF ENCOUNTERS OF BIRDS
BANDED AT HAWK CLIFF: 1969-1984

Species Encounters % of Birds
Banded
ssHal 197 1.0
COHA 32 2.5
GOSH 13 5.9
RTHA 132 3.2
RLHA 1 3.2
NOHA 7 1.3
PEFA 2 9.1
MERL 1 1.8
AMKE 72 1.1
SCOW 2 3.7
GHOW 7 9.6
SWOow 3 4.0

1 See Appendix 1 for key to species' names.

The lists following contain 18 recoveries, 15 foreign retraps,
13 returns and 19 repeats for 1983 and 23 recoveries, 17
foreign retraps, 12 returns and 9 repeats for 1984. The
9 American Kestrels under 1983 foreign retraps were all
encountered within our St. Thomas nest box territory.

The recovery in the 1983 list of a hatch year female
Sharp-shinned (1293-38697) which was shot near Yajalon,
Chiapas, Mexico is one of our most distant. Note the banding
office co-ordinates are 000-0004. Research shows Yajalon
to be 26 miles ENE of Simojovel, Mexico which has the
co-ordinates 18°14'N and 92°40W. Other long distance
recoveries we have had are a Merlin in Comayagua, Honduras
and a Sharp-shinned in Molango HGO, Mexico.

The after hatch year female Sharp-shinned 1983 recovery
(833-17387) is at least 9 years old: the previous record was
8 years. The 1983 foreign retrapped Goshawk (617-21725)

117 Fifth Avenue, St. Thomas, Ont. N5P 4C2
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was captured during its spring migration at Whitefish Point
in upper Michigan by another bander, Al Knutsen. It was
at least 11 years old. The American Kestrel foreign retrap
(833-14376) in 1984 was at least 10 years old - our oldest
Kestrel encounter. Our previous longevity record for this
species was 7 years.

A Recovery is a bird that was found dead or killed which
was banded under the Hawk Cliff permit. A Foreign Retrap
is a bird captured and released in a different 10-minute
block from the one in which it was originally banded. A
Return is a bird recaptured and released alive in the same
10-minute block where is was originally banded more than
90 days previously, A Repeat is a bird recaptured and released
alive in the same 10-minute block within 89 days of its original
banding.

Codes used in these lists are as follows:

KEY - How obtained

00 - found dead

01 - shot

03 - caught due to injury

04 - caught by trap or snare

13 - struck stationary object

14 - struck by motor vechile

21 - caught in building

28 - caught by hand

30 - died in nest

33 - observed at nest

50 - found dead - band with skeleton only

52 - sight record - band read by telescope

97 - miscel laneous recovery method

89 previously banded bird trapped and released
in different 10' block from where originally
banded

99 previously banded bird trapped and released
in same 10' block where originally banded

AGE SEX

HY hatch year M - male

sY second year F - female

AHY after hatch year U - unknown

L local (nestling)

U unknown



Sharp-shinned Hawk

1293~38697
1293-68264
842-94706
832-80801
833-17387
1293-39197
1293-91439

832-41110

Cooper's Hawk
614-04212

Red-tailed Hawk
877-27558

877-29906

877-29967

American Kestrel

1143-66339

1363-62449

1143-66500

1363-63327

1363-63294

1363-62326

HY
01

HY
13

HY
00

SY
00

AHY
13

HY
13

HY
00

HY
98

HY
13

AHY
00

HY
00

ASY
00

HY
14

00

AHY
00

00

00

HY
14

Sharp-shinned Hawk

852~07156

1293-91523

1293-91156

832-41452

1293-91853

HY
89

HY
89
HY
89
HY
89

HY
89

1983
RECOVERIES

F 09-13-81

01- -83
F 09~18-82
02~05-83
M 10-03-82
02-15-83
M 10-04-77
05-01-83
F 10-02-75
05-06-83
F 09-20-81
05-10-83
F 09-23-82
05-10~83
M 09-19-83
11- -83

M 10-12-80

05-17-83
U 10-14-78
04-12-83
U 10-02-82
05-28-83
U 10-22-82
06~ -83
F 09-09-81
01-13-83
M 06-03-82
01-20-83
M 02-03-82
01-12-83
F 06-13-82
03-20-83
M 05-23-83
06-12-83
M 09-08-81
07-08-83
1983

FOREIGN RETRAPS

N 09-21-82
09-23-82
F 09-19-83
09-23-83
F 09-25~-83
09-26-83
M 09-25-83
09-27-83
F 09-28-83
09-28-83

Hawk Cliff
Nr. Yajalon, Chiapas, MEX. 000-0004

Hawk CLff
Estill, SC. 324-0811

Hawk Cliff
Gurley, AL,  344-0862

Hawk ClLiff
Parry Sound, ON. 452-0800

Hawk CIliff
Nr. Cedarville, MI. 455-(842

Hawk CIliff
New Liskeard, ON. 473-0794

Hawk Cliff
Astorville, ON. 461-0791

Hawk Cliff
Unknown, FL. 000~-0000

Hawk Clff
Georgia, VT. 444~0730

Hawk Clff

S. Corunna, MI. 425-0840
Hawk Cliff

Sheridan Twp., ML 434-0830
Hawk Cliff

Nr. Geneva, GA. 323-0843

Hawk Cliff
New Roads, LA, 304-0912

S.E. St. Thomas, ON 424-0810
Seymour, TN, 355-0834

Nr. St. Thomas, ON  424-0811
St. Thomas, ON. 424-0811

W. Glanworth, ON, 425-0811
Onondaga Twp., ON. 430-0800

N.W. Glanworth, ON. 425-0811
S. London, ON, 425~-0811

Hawk Cliff
W. Cochrane, ON. 490-0811

Hawk Cliff
Nr. Wheatley, ON. 420-0822

Hawk Cliff
Nr. Wheatley, ON. 420-0822

Hawk Cliff
Nr. Wheatley, ON. 420~0822

Hawk Clff
Nr. Wheatley, ON. 420~0822

Hawk Cliff
Nr. Wheatley, ON. 420-0822
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877-29423

877-29044

987-27012

1207-03612%

877-44823*

877-44840

877-29420

877-29179

U

10-02-81
09-22-83
10-16-81
09- -83

10-09-83
12-10-83
10-02-82
01-24-84
10-29-83
01-25-84
11-05-83
03- -84
10-25-82
06~23-84
10-15-78
06- -84

Hawk Cliff

S.W. Norwich, ON., 425-0804
Hawk CIiff

Rockton, ON, 431-0800

Hawk CLff

N.E. Moultri, GA. 311-0833
Hawk Cliff

Dearborn, ML 421-0831

Hawk Cliff

Toledo, OH. 413-0833

Hawk CIlLiff

Nr. New Baltimore, ML 424-0824
Hawk Cliff

Nr. Honeove Lk., NY. 424-0773

Hawk Cliff

Unknown (sent from Owen Sound, ON.)

*See Foreign Retraps for previous encounter.

Sharp-shinned Hawk

1293-67472
1293-91355
1093~58676
1293-91777

832-82614

832~41312
1293-91517

Cooper's Hawk
614-13986

Red~tailed Hawk
877-44755

877-44823*
1207-03612%
877-29079

877-27184

American Kestrel

1363-63207

833-14376

HY
89

HY
21
HY
89
HY
89
HY
13
HY
89

HY
89

HY
89

AHY
89

HY
89
HY
89
HY
03

HY
28

FOREIGN RETRAPS

U

U

1984

09-14-83
09-17-83
09-25-83
10-22-83
09-19-83
09-23-83
09-25-83
04-28-84
10-06-77
04-29-84
10-17-83
05-07-84
09-18-83
05-07-84

10-10-83
05-13-84

12-09-82
11-02-83
10-29-83
01-08-84
10-02-82
01-08-84
10-28-80
03-02-84
10-16-77
05-05-84

Hawk Cliff

Pt. Mouillee GMA, ML

Hawik Cliff

Nr. New Bedford, OH.

420-0831

402-0814

Long Point Bird Observatory, ON.

Hawk Cliff
Hawk Cliff

Long Point Bird Observatory, ON.

Hawk Cliff
Walkerton, IN.

Hawk CIliff

Braddock Bay, NY.

Hawk Cliff

Braddock Bay, NY.

Hawk Cliff
Nine Mile Pt., NY.

Hawk Cliff
Little Gap, PA.

Hawk Cliff
Dearborn, MIL.

Hawk Cliff
Dearborn, Ml

Hawk Cliff
Nr. Rome, GA.

Hawk Clff
Perth Road, ON.

*See Recoveries for subsequent encounter,

HY
52

AHY
04

F

F

09-05~-82
12-11-82
01-04-75
03-01-84

Hawk Cliff

S. Burkesville, KY.

S. Branchton, ON.
St. George, ON.

412-0862

431-0774

431-0774

433-0762

405-0753

431-0831

421-0831

341-0851

442-0762

363-0852

431-0801

000-0000

423-0800

423-0800



1293-91363 HY 09-25-83 Hawk Cliff
89 09-29-83 Nr. Wheatley, ON. 420-0822
Cooper's Hawk
745-01490 HY 10-29-80 Hawk Cliff
21 04-01-83 N. Orono, ON. 440~0783
Goshawk
617-21725 AHY 11-06~-73 Hawk Cliff
89 03-13-83 Whitefish Pt, ML 464-~0845
American Kestre]
1363-63125 L 05-20-82 W. Glanworth, ON. 425-0811
89 03~13-83 N. St. Thomas, ON. 424-0811
1363-62374 AHY 02-03-82 S.E. St.Thomas, ON. 424~-0810
89 04~23-83 N. St. Thomas, ON. 424-0811
1363-64211 AHY M 01-23-83 N. St. Thomas, ON. 424-0811
89 04-24-83 S.E. St.Thomas, ON. 424-0810
1143-64848 L 06-03-80 S.E. St.Thomas, ON. 424-0810
33 05-15-83 Nr. Port Stanley, ON. 424-0811
1363-64203 L 07-17-82 W. Glanworth, ON. 425-0811
33 05-22-83 N. St. Thomas, ON. 424~0811
1143-64855 L 06~09-80 S. St. Thomas, ON. 424~0810
89 05-23-83 Nr. Glanworth, ON. 425-0811
1143-66307 L M 06~06-81 E. St. Thomas, ON. 424-0810
89 06~06-83 N. St. Thomas, ON. 424~-0811
RETURNS REPEATS

There were 13 American Kestrel returns to our nest
box territory in the St. Thomas area. Five females and 3
males were banded as nestlings and the other 5 {1 male and
4 females) were banded as nest box adults.

There were 19 repeats as follows: 10 Sharp-shinned Hawks,
2 Goshawks, 3 Red-tailed Hawks and 4 American Kestrels.
Three of the kestrels were roadtrapped by David Lemon
and caught later in nest boxes while the fourth was banded
as a nestling by David in July 1983 and was later retrapped
at Hawk Cliff during migration on 10 September. The rest
were same day inter-station repeats at Hawk Cliff.

1984
RECOVERIES
Sharp-shinned Hawk
842-94991 HY M 10-16~83 Hawk Cliff
00 12-04-83 Gallatin, TN. 362-0862
782~-22951 SY M 10-05-79 Hawk Cliff
00 12~-20-83 Aransas NWR, TX. 281-0964
1293-91803 HY F 09-23~83 Hawk ClLiff
00 12- -83 Trinity, TX. 305-0952
1293-68314 HY F 09-24-83 Hawk Cliff
00 02~ -84 Wabaso, FL. 274~0802
1293-91976 HY F 10-06-83 Hawk Cliff
00 04~09-84 Goodwater, AL. 330-0860
1293-67025 ASY F 09-22-81 Hawk Cliff
00 05-06-84 Ancaster, ON. 431-0795
Goshawk
686-02663 HY M 10~16-83 Hawk Cliff
97 12-04-83 St. Martin, OH. 391-0835
Red-tailed Hawk
877-27478 HY u 10-14-78 Hawk Cliff
00 08~ -83 Nr. York, ON. 431-0795
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1143-66301

1293-39033

1293-39023

1363-64387

1363-64673

1143-67239

1143~51779

1363-63293

1143-67633

RETURNS

There were 12 American Kestrel returns, 3 banded as
nestlings and 9 as adult females, 6 of which were roadtrapped
while the other 3 were trapped in nest boxes in the 5t. Thomas

nest box territory.

AHY M 06-06-81 Nr, St. Thomas, ON. 424-0810

21 03-06-84 Aylmer, ON. 424~-0805
L M 06-09~81 Nr. St. Thomas, ON. 424-0810
13 03~09-84 Aylmer, ON. 424-0805
L M 06-02-81 Nr. St. Thomas, ON. 424-0810
00 09-07-83 Nr. Thorndale, ON. 430-0810
HY F 09-10-83 Hawk CLff
00 01-01-84 N. Delaware, OH. 402-0830
L F 06~05-83 W. Glanworth, ON. 425-0811
13 01-13-84 Aylmer, ON. 424-0805
L F 06-22-83 Nr. St. Thomas, ON. 424-0810
00 01- -84 W. Florence, AL 344-0874
HY M 09-06-77 Hawk CILiff
[¢1¢] 02- -84 Leakesville, MS. 310-0883
L ¥ 05-23~83 W. Glanworth, ON. 425-0811

1 03-17-84 La Salette, ON. 425-0803
L M 06-03-84 N. Glanworth, ON. 425-0811
30 10-28-84 N. Glanworth, ON 425-0811

REPEATS

There
inter-station repeats in 1984 during fall migration.
Note: There were 2 foreign retraps at Hawk Cliff for which

were 7 Sharp-shinned and 2 Red-tailed Hawk

we have no information from the Banding Office to date.
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AMERICAN KESTRELS BANDED AT HAWK CLIFF,

ONTARIO 1972 - 1983.

Bruce W. Duncan!

The American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) is a common
migrant along the north shore of Lake Erie during the autumn
of the year and is caught and banded at Hawk Cliff, Ontario
{(42° 41' N; 80° 10' W) on that shoreline. This paper
summarizes the timing of the fall migration, sex ratios of
kestrels banded and recovered, and the band encounters
of birds banded at Hawk Clff.

Kestrels on migration usually fly close to the shore of
the lake and over open, unwooded country (pers. obs.). For
example, Table 1 shows catches of American Kestrels at
a lakeshore station and at a station 2 km inland, with both
in open field habitat as well as at a station 1 km inland at
the edge of a woodlot. It is evident that kestrels at Hawk
CUff favour open country and that the lakeshore concentrates
the flight.

From 1969 to 1983, 6,210 American Kestrels were banded
by Hawk Cliff personnel. However, a considerable number
of these were nestlings banded at nestboxes erected and
maintained by banders or wintering birds caught with baited
bal-chatris. I have obtained data on 3,881 migrant kestrels
trapped at Hawk Clff stations from 1972 - 1983. Of this
total, 1,889 or 48.7% were males while 1,992 or 51.3% were
females. Because kestrels, particularly females are not
easily aged (Parkes, 1955), I have not in this paper separated
banded birds into age classes.

Figure 1 shows the migration timing of males and females
banded at Hawk Cliff. The mean date for males is September
20-21, while that for females is September 16-17, four days
earlier. Haugh (1972; p. 17) first noticed this precedence
of males in the 1967 flight at Hawk Cliff. The trend in
American Kestrels towards later departure of males is seen
in other species: e.g. Sharp-shinned Hawks (Accipiter striatus)
(Duncan, 1982) and Cooper's Hawks (A. cooEeriis (Duncan,
1981).

American Kestrels are early migrants among the raptors
that pass Hawk Cliff, with the flight beginning in late August
and 88.3% having left by October 1.

Table 2 compares sightings of American Kestrels at Hawk
Cliff and Holiday Beach, Ontaric, a hawk counting station
located at the western end of Lake Erie on the same shore.
The Hawk Cliff numbers shouid be considered only good
approximations since trapping and banding are time-consuming
distractions from counting. Holiday Beach numbers do not
suffer from this defect. There is an overall decline in numbers
observed from 1976 to 1983 at both locations. Data are
not available from Holiday Beach before 1976. Coverage
has been fairly constant throughout the eight vears.

There have been a total of 109 band encounters from 1969
te 1984, including American Kestrels retrapped at nestboxes
in the vicinity of Hawk Cliff. Of the 6,210 kestrels banded
in total, 1.75% have, therefore, been encountered at a later
date, a lower rate than the 2.79% continent-wide reported
by Clapp et al. (1982)

The sex ratio of kestrels banded at Hawk Clff and
encountered again later is very similar to the banding ratio:
males - 51% and females - 49%.

1Box 512, Caledonia, ON. NOA 1A0

TABLE 1

NUMBER OF AMERICAN KESTRELS
BANDED AT THREE STATIONS,
HAWK CLIFF, 1981-19831

Number Kestrels
Year Station Banded Hours? /Hr.
1981 Lakeshore 119 140 0.85
(Open field)
1982 133 43 3.09
1983 173 130.5 1.33
Means: 141.7 104.5 1.36
1981 2 km inland 16 146.5 0.11
{Open field)
1982 58 180 0.32
1983 38 152.5 0.25
Means: 37.3 159.7 0.23
1981 1 km inland 10 186 0.05
[Woodlot edge)
1982 8 177.5 0.05
1983 3 145.5 0.02
Means: 7.0 169.7 0.04

1. Data from Fowler (1981, 1982, 1983}.

2. Number of hours station was in operation in September
and October each vyear.

Figure 2 shows fall {September and October) band encounters
of kestrels banded at Hawk Cliff. There is a south -to
southwest movement once the birds round the western end
of Lake Erie or cross at Point Pelee and the islands to the
south (B. Cherriere, pers. comm.) and this agrees with analysis
of fall and winter recoveries of kestrels banded during the
breeding season in Ohio (Nolin, 1984).

Winter (November - February) band encounters are mapped
in Figure 3. There is again a south-southwest distribution
from the western end of Lake Erie although quite a number
of birds are also found to the south. Both Roest (1957) and
Clark (1975) indicate that kestrels banded on or close to
the Atlantic coast migrate and winter along that coast in
general. Kestrels banded to the west of the Appalachians
gererally migrate and winter west of them. Both the Hawk
Cliff data presented here and Roest's (1957) data support
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Figure 1: American Kestrels banded at Hawk Cliff, 1972-1983. Five day running averages.

this. Roest noted that American Kestrels banded in Kentucky,
Ohio, Michigan, Minnesota, Saskatchewan and Alberta and
that later migrate concentrate in Texas, Arkansas and
Louisiana in winter.

Cade (1982} and Roest (1957) both state that kestrels
from northern areas appear to migrate farther to the south
than those in more temperate areas and Nolin (1984) says
that "An analysis of all recoveries of North American kestrels
banded during the breeding season and recoversd during
the winter vreveals a positive correlation (Pearson
product-moment correlation, R=0.59; p=.0001) between
breeding latitude and migration distance. In other words,
the farther north a kestrel breeds the farther it is likely
to migrate.”

The winter band encounters of American Kestrels banded
as nestlings within about 20 km of Hawk Cliff (thus having
a known summering area), were examined with this in mind.
Of 12 encounters, 6 were in southern Ontario (5 within 20
km of Hawk Cliff), 1 was in Ohio, 1 in Tennessee, 1 in northern
South Carolina, 2 in northern Alabama and 1 in the Florida
Keys. Certainly, the majority of these are among the most
northerly of the band encounters mapped and even the
Alabama and South Carolina recoveries are at 35° N. However,
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the Florida recovery is the most southerly. Unfortunately,
the precise summering grounds of the other recovered kestrels
in Figure 3 are not known, although the breeding range is
suggested from Figure 4, showing Hawk Cliff spring and
summer recoveries, and from Figure 5, showing a proposed
range for Ohio migrants and wintering population, including
Hawk Cliff migrants (reproduced from Nolin, 1984),

Spring and summer (March - August) band encounters
are mapped in Figure 4. All of these kestrels were banded
as fall migrants at Hawk Cliff, none as nestlings from
nestboxes. The recovery furthest north was 16 km west
of Cochrane at 49° N (July 8, 1983) and the most southerly
at Ethridge, TN (35° 10' N} on March 16, 1977. These
extremes are both well within the nesting range of the
American Kestrel: all of North America north to about 52°
N in Ontario and Quebec (Cade 1982; Godfrey, 1966).

The only band encounter that gives any indication of speed
of migration is of a male banded October 6, 1974 and
recovered October 20, 1974 at Rose Hill, Mississippi (32°
N), a straightline distance of 1450 km travelled in 14 days
or less.

Table 3 lists ages at which nestlings banded in nestboxes



l

Figure 2: American Kestrel band encounters: Fall (Sep. -
Oct.). 1= Hawk Cliff (4 encounters).

and migrants banded at Hawk Cliff are encountered again.
Since aging is, as mentioned above, sometimes difficult,
stated ages of migrants have been ignored and instead have
been combined in a category "Banded as HY or AHY." Thus,
the band encounters later are listed as minimum ages at
which they occurred,

The majority of recoveries and retraps occur within 2
- 3 years of banding both for nestlings and migrants (87
of 106 or 82.1%). The oldest bird was a male (aged at banding
as a HY) banded on September 6, 1977 and recovered in
February, 1984 near Leakesville, MS in its eighth calendar
year if aging at banding was correct. Clapp et al. (1982)
report the North American record for a banded American
Kestrel as approximately 11 years, 7 months.

SUMMARY

At Hawk Cliff, Ontario, 6,210 American Kestrels have
been banded as migrants, nestlings in nestboxes and winter
roadtraps from 1969 to 1983. Males make up 48.7% of 3,881
fall migrants banded; females, 51.3%. There has been a
considerable decline in observed numbers of migrants from
1976 to 1983.

TABLE 2
NUMBERS OF AMERICAN KESTRELS OBSERVED

AT HAWK CLIFF AND HOLIDAY BEACH, ONTARIO

Year Hawk Cliff Holiday Beach?

1976 6172 3059

1977 4594 3211

1978 3507 3458

1979 4599 3255

1980 ’ 3125 3416

1981 2818 2690

1982 1017 2607

1983 1733 2112
Means: - 3445.6 2976

!Data from Copeland (1978), Kleiman (1979,1980,
1981,1982,1983).

Band recoveries show a south to southwest migration
in fall, and a winter range in the eastern United States as
well as southern Ontario. American Kestrels hatched near
Hawk CIliff did not generally fly as far south in winter as
some other Hawk Cliff migrants, although one was the furthest
south recovery of all. Spring and summer band encounters
are as far north in Ontario as 49° N latitude. Most recovered
or retrapped kestrels, whether banded as nestlings or migrants,
are encountered within 2 - 3 years of banding (82.1%). The
oldest recovery was in at least its eighth calendar year.
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Figure 3: American Kestrel band encounters: Winter (Nov. - Feb.). 1= Aylmer, ON (2 encounters); 2= Hawk Clff (3 encounters);
3= Fort Payne, AL (2 encounters).

TABLE 3

AGES OF RECOVERED AND RETRAPPED AMERICAN KESTRELS

No. of Kestrels Encountered

Minimum Age! Banded as Hatch Year
at Band Recovery Banded as Nestlings or After Hatch Year
Hatch Year 9 10
2nd Year 18 13
3rd Year 7 30
4th Year 1 8
5th Year 0 3
6th Year 0 3
7th Year 0 3
8th Year 0 1

1Al]l ages are given in calendar years.
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Figure 4: American Kestrel band encounters: Spring and Summer (Mar. ~ Aug.). 1= Hawk Cliff (4 encounters).
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THE OWL REHABILITATION RESEARCH FOUNDATION
1984 BANDING REPORT

Katherine McKeever!

In addition, shipping crates are built and transportation
including air fare is often provided.

Ninety owls and 4 American Kestrels were released from
the Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation in 1984. These
94 birds are not simply released but are prepared for release
with a two- to four-week period of training involving hunting
live rodents and crickets which are maintained for the purpose.

Tables 1 and 2 provide details of the 94 raptors banded.

TABLE 1

RAPTORS ADMITTED, BANDED AND RELEASED BY ORRF: 1984

Admission Information

No. Species Age Sex Date Received Origin Reason for Admission
1 Snowy Owl HY F Nov.16,1983 Sudbury, ON Emaciated
2 " " AHY F Nov.17,1983 Newfoundland %Confiscated from
3 " " AHY F N N " E. German ship, 1978
4 " " HY F Aug.17,1983 Igloolik, NWT Confiscated
5 " " HY M Feb.16,1984 St. Paul, MN Hatched in Zoo
6 Great Horned Owl AHY F Jan.25,1984 MNR, Maple, ON Injured
7 B " " AHY M Mar. 18,1984 Coburg, ON "
& " i ” sY M Jun.3,1984 London, ON %3 siblings given to
9 " " " 5Y M " " " " R. Snyder, June 1983
1 O H i " SY M " L " i L i
11 ' " " HY M{?}) May 7,1984 Grassie, ON Uninjured
12 " B " HY M May 2,1984 Mississauga, ON "
13 i L L HY F i " n " "
14 " " " HY F May 6,1984 Niagara Falls, ON Injured
15 " " " HY M Oct.6,1984 Windsor, ON Uninjured siblings
16 L i L HY M i " i L) i T
7 ! " " U M Nov.17,1984 Fort Erie, ON Injured
18 Barred Owl U M Oct.12,1983 Omeemee, ON "
19 K " u M Nov.15,1983 Ajax, ON "
20 Barn Owl u M Jun.4,1984 Calgary, AB Confiscated
21 i " U F " i " #t it
22 Screech Owl U U Cct.3,1983 Hamilton, O Injured
23 * " AHY u- Jan.16,1984 " " "
24 " " U U Dec.8,1983 St. Catharines, ON N
25 ' ’ U u Dec.10,1983 Fort Erie, ON "
26 " " AHY U Mar.31,1984 Jordan Valley, ON Stunned
27 " N HY M May 30,1983 Unionville, ON Uninjured siblings
28 1 i HY U " " " " " Hi
29 " " HY u Jun.3,1984 Ingersoll, ON Uninjured siblings
30 " 1t HY U " i " i ® "
31 " " HY U " L 1 1 ft 1
32 " " ARY M Jun.3,1984 Ingersoll, ON Uninjured
33 " " HY 4] Jun.3,1984 Windsor, ON "
34 N " HY U Jun.9,1984 Fort Erie, ON Injured
35 i " HY U Jun.11,1984 Grimsby, ON Uninjured
36 " N HY U May.31,1984 Port Colborne, ON Emaciated
37 N N HY U Jun.8,1984 Dunnville, ON Uninjured
38 " " HY U Jul.4,1984 Ridgeway, ON Injured
39 ! N HY U Jun.3,1984 Kingsville, ON Siblings
40 i " HY U " " " " it
41 T 1 HY U " " L " i
42 1 " HY U " it " i "
43 " " AHY M May 11,1984 Niagara~on-the-Lake, ON Injured
44 " " U F Sep.9,1984 Simcoe, ON "
45 " " U M Sep.20,1984 Beamsville, ON "

'RR#1, Vineland Station, ON. LOR 2E0
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Release Information

No. Age at Release Location Date Comments
1 SY Oak Hammock Marsh, MAN Apr.16,1984 Banded by R, Nero
2 AHY i # L 7 L i it i
3 AHY 1 " 1" " A " i 1
4 SY Igloolik, NWT May 10,1984
5 SY Northern Manitoba May 9,1984 Banded by R. Nero
6 AHY NE of Maple, ON Apr.2,1984
7 AHY W " " " i
8 SY Puslinch Twp., ON Jul.16,1984
9 SY L " it 1 i
lo SY " " " " 1
11 HY Pelham Union, ON Sep.7,1984
12 HY S. of Fulton, ON " "

13 HY " i " i " i
14 HY Pelham Union, ON " "
15 HY Vineland Station, ON Oct, 20,1984
1{) HY " 1 i it i
17 U Short Hills, ON Dec.18,1984
18 AHY NW of Ballantrae, ON Apr.2,1984
19 AH’I? L " it L o tr
20 8] Effingham, ON Jul.31,1984
21 U " b " "
22 AHY W. of Campden, ON Apr.1,1984 Red Phase
23 [\'&HY i L " " i "
24 AHY Effingham, ON " "
25 AHY " 1 H "
26 AHY Jordan Valley, ON Apr.10,1984
27 SY Kilman Road, ON May 6,1984
28 SY i1 " 1t " "
29 HY NW of Guelph, ON Aug.16,1984
30 HY " L # 1 L 7
31 HY it n " " " "
32 AHY H 1 " 1 i L
33 HY W. of Campden, ON " "
34 HY Short Hills, ON " "
35 HY Beamsville, ON " "
36 HY Short Hills, ON " "
37 HY W. of Campden, ON " "
38 HY Beamsville, ON " "
39 HY W. of Brantford, ON Sep.20,1984
40 HY " " " i " L
41 HY " L " " i "
42 HY 1 1t n " i "
43 AHY Beamsville, ON Oct.7,1984
44 U # " " bl
45 U " " it "
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46 " HY U Oct.6,1984 Rondeau, ON Siblings
47 " " 4y U " " " " "
48 " " HY u " " " * "
49 # L3 HY U L " " " L
50 N " u u Nov.10,1984 Ridgeway, ON Injured
51 B i J U Nov.30,1984 Fonthill, ON Uninjured
52 Saw-whet Owl HY F Oct.16,1983 Grimsby, ON Injured
53 " ! AHY F Oct.26,1983 Woodbridge, ON "
54 " " AHY M Nov.15,1983 Grimsby, ON !
55 " " HY M Nov.19,1983 Ajax, ON "
56 " " SY F Feb.26,1984 Guelph, ON! "
57 " ! SY F Feb.22,1984 Ball's Falls, ON "
58 American Kestrel AHY M Jan.5,1984 Guelph, ON!
58 " " HY M Jun.20,1984 Grimsby, ON Uninjured
60 " " HY F Jun.27,1984 Niagara Falls, ON "
61 " " HY F Aug.2,1984 St. Catharines, ON Injured
'Raptors received and kept temporarily at Ontario Veterinary College, Guelph, ON.
TABLE 2
OWLS RAISED, BANDED AND RELEASED BY ORRF: 1984
Approximate Age at
Species Hatching Date Sex Release Location Date Comments
Snowy Owl Jul.4,1983 M SY N. Manitoba May 9,1984 Banded by R. Nero
Great Horned Owl Mar./Apr.,1984 F HY SE of Lynden, ON Sep.7,1984
L " i L 1 L F HY # " " 1 " "
Barn Owl Apr.8,1984 F HY E. of Effingham, ON Aug.23,1984 Siblings
" i " " F HY " 1t " L H n "
i 1 " 1 F HY L n " 1 " 1t i
" 1" it " M HY " " # " ft 1 "
Boreal Owl Jun., 1983 M sY Kapuskasing, ON May 8,1984
Screech Owl May 26,1983 M SY Near Effingham, ON May 6,1984 Siblings
" k] L " U SY L E " " i i
At " 1 i M SY L] L 1" " #t i
i L " " U SY " " " " " "
" " May 15,1984 U HY Balls Falls, ON Sep.20,1984 Siblings
1 1 " i U HY #® " L " " i
" " " " U HY ® ft " " ” "
L " " L U H Y L " L L " "
Burrowing Owl May,1983 U SY S. of Kamloops, B.C. May 8,1984 {Banded by B.C.
L i " 3 U SY " " " ® L ) n Govemment
" " " L U SY L " L " L " "
" " " " U SY L L " i " " "
L " " " U S Y " L " " L " "
" " " i M SY 1 " " " Jul . 26 , 1984 "
" " 1 n F SY " " H " " L "w
L L i " U HY i " " 7 " o T
3 " " it U H Y L n L # " L i
1 " n L U HY L " " " " A L
i " " L U H Y 1® " " L " " "
i 1 " L U H Y " n L " " " "
L it " L U H Y 1" " " " " L L)
" 1" " 1 U H Y L # L " L] # "
L] H " " U H Y " i " " L " it
" " " " U HY 1" L " " " " 1
Saw~whet Owl Jun., 1983 M SY McKellar, ON Jun.23,1984
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46 HY W. of Canborough, ON Nov.25,1984
4’7 HY " 1 ft Ll " ki
48 HY i " " f it "
49 HY " " L i L 1
50 u Ridgeway, ON " "
51 U Short Hills, ON Dec.18,1984
52 SY NW of Ballantrae, ON Apr.2,1984
53 ASY H 1t i " 1 i
54 ASY W. of Uxbridge, ON " "
55 SY " H H " i "
56 SY " " 1 ki i 1"
57 SY McKellar, ON Jun.23,1984
58 AHY Vineland Station, O Jan.5,1984
59 HY H " N Jul.12,1984
60 HY 11 " " " "
61 HY " " " Aug.24,1984
TOTALS: .

Raptors released in Ontario: 72
Raptors released elsewhere: 22

Total Ontario birds admitted or hatched in 1983: 17
Total Ontario birds admitted or hatched in 1984: 55

Total Ontario releases hatched at ORRF:

16

Total ex-Ontario releases hatched at ORRF: 17
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SAW-WHET OWL BANDING IN
SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO: 1984

Edward W, Keith!

At Goodchild Beach, just east of Holiday Beach Provincial
Park in southwestern Ontario, my associate, Ruth E. Grant,
and I established net lanes for 24 nets by August 31. These
were opened for the first time on the night of 1/2 September.
On September 3/4, 36 nets were operating and on September
8/9, we had 40 nets open. The acquisition of 2 repaired nets
increased the total to 42 on September 30/October 1 and
the loan of 6 nets by the staff at Point Pelee National Park
increased the total to 48 nets on the night of October 19/20.
The loaned nets were large mesh 60 foot long ones which
we set up in the vicinity of a calling Great Horned Owl.

Netting results are shown in Table 1.

Nets were aligned in a north-south direction in lines
of 2, 4, 3, 5 and 34. As expected, all captures were made
on the east side of nets. Our very disappointing results were
typical of other Saw-whet Owl banding locations in southern
Ontario during the fall of 1984. (see Banding in Ontario,
this issue). '

!Editor's note: A member of the Ontario Bird Banding
Association for many years, Ed Keith died in November
of 1985. He most enjoyed banding Northern Saw-whet
Owls as can be gathered from the time and effort he
put into his project at Goodchild Beach and had hoped
to add information to that from Prince Edward Point,
Toronto and Long Point about the movements of this
species along the Great Lakes' shorelines. ! hope that
this study can be continued.
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TABLE 1

OWLS BANDED AT GOODCHILD BEACH, ONTARIO: 1984

No. of Owls Banded
Month Nights Net Hours! Saw-whet Screech
Sep. 20 4240 -
Oct. 23 6130 4
Nov. 12 1877 - 2
Totals 55 12247 4 4

!0ne net hour equals one 30 foot net open for one hour

A number of other animals were caught including
1 Swainson's Thrush, 15 White-throated Sparrows, 4 Whip-
poor-wills, 5 "Slate-colored” Juncos, 1 Fox Sparrow, 8 Song
Sparrows, 4 Red Bats, 2 Hoary Bats and 3 Sphinx Moths.
Only the owls were banded. Two of the Screech Owls were
recaptured in November and released.

Thanks are due to the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund
for a grant of $300.00 and to C.J. Purcell of Toronto for
a $30.00 donation.



DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT BANDING: 1984

D.V. Weseloh!

In 1984, 2,926 Double-crested Cormorants (Phalacrocorax Great Lakes and Lake—of-,‘.he—Woods by the Canadian Wildlife
auritus) were banded during the census of colonies on the Service. Results are given in Table 1.
TABLE 1

CENSUS OF DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT COLONIES - 1984

Location Date Nests Eggs Young Banded

LAKE ONTARIO

Pigeon Island 2 May 123 38 0 448
30 May 410 1288 9
3 July 400 75t 570

Little Galloo Island 27 July 736

LAKE ERIE

Big Chicken Island 8 May 172 421 0 281
7 June 174 205 273
26 June 147 23 249

Pelee Island (Lighthouse Point) 10 June 43+£2 ? ?

East Sister Island 17 May 35 to 45 ? ?

GEORGIAN BAY

South Watcher Island 10 June 177 ? ? 64
16 June 193 294 284

Black Bill Island 16 June 129 ? ? 182
27 June .99 12 122

Southeast Rock 17 June 198 155 188 (minimum) 137

Bustard Rocks 17 June 72 552 ? 37
5 July 68 23 125

NORTH CHANNEL (LAKE HURON)

Elm Island 5 July 7 7 6 0
Gull Rock 5 July 91 i2 203 74
Egg Island 5 July 58 10 117 87...
Doucet Rock 27 June 71 8 160 82
E, Cousins Island 27 June 36 10 73 0
West Island 27 June 231 101 431 (estimated) 162
Richelieu Island 26 June 14 8 26 0
Talon Rock 26 June 15 0 42 34
Kalulah Rock 26 June 65 45 133 : 58
Africa Rock 26 June 122 ) 53 i 285 157

LAKE SUPERIOR

Gravel Island 17 June 69 2 78

(Near) Condon Island 23 June 146 40+ 262+ 30
Cone Island 17 June 59 89 63 )
Welcome Island 18 June 82 (minimum) ? ? 0

11391 Mount Pleasant Road, Toronto, ON. M4N 277
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LAKE OF-THE-WOODS

2nd. Island N. of Elm Island 19 June 173 ? 99
21 June 168 9 70
Three Sisters Island
#4 19 June 365 ? 82
Middle Size 20 June 1566 ? 619
Island N. of Knight Island 19 June 442 ? 212
Island SSE. of Dream Island 20 June 496 8923 0
Island S. of Dream Island 20 June 617 566 68 0
Island NE. of Red Fox Island 20 June 44 92 0
Island E. of Garden Island 20 June 520 ? ?
1st Island NW. of Little Oak Island 20 June 3 ? ?
2nd Island NW. of Little Oak Island: 20 June 385 ? ?
Crowduck Island 20 June 1200 (estimated) ? ?
Total Banded 2926

!Eggs and small young in big lilac stand not counted.
%In 70 of 72 nests (2 nests contents not counted).
*Ten eggs collected from among the 892 eggs.

INSECT INFESTATION CONTRIBUTES TO DEATH
OF INJURED MOURNING DOVE

Kenneth W. Prescott!

A female adult Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) was trapped
and banded on 14 July 1973, It appeared healthy and showed
no sign of injury. At 1500 on 8 September 1973 it was again
captured in a four-cell Potter trap placed on the ground
at my Pennington, New Jersey station. It was emaciated,
in a very weakened condition. The right side of the lower
mandible was injured with adjacent flesh torn and exposed.
The right eye was protruding well out of the socket. There
was a strong odour of putrefaction. I lanced the skin below
the eyeball and removed many small, living, white larvae
and many small, white, elliptical eggs. Both larvae and
eggs were removed at the base of the injured mandible.
Mild disinfectant was applied to the areas lanced. Water
was introduced into the throat of the dove before it was
placed in a bush several metres from one of the traps which
were locked in open positions and used as feeders when not
operated as traps. Fifteen minutes later, the dove was found
huddled on the cement floor in the garage about 6 metres

12526 Tanglewood Trail, Austin, TX 78703, USA

from the traps. The infected areas were cleansed again
and the dove was placed in a trap that contained grain. As
the dove moved about, there was drainage from the wounds,
some of which collected on its wings and back and gave
off a strong, putrefying odour. This appeared to attract
a swarm of flies which buzzed closely above the bird with
some depositing eggs in the open wounds and on the drainage
smeared on the wings and back. I removed the eggs and
placed the dove in a protected, screened area.

Approximately six hours after the dove was captured it
died. I then dissected the head and found the upper internal
mouth area underneath the skin on the side of the head with
the beak injury and the eye socket behind the eyeball to
be literally jammed with eggs. These were not apparent
when I had earlier cleansed the exposed wounded areas.
It appears that following an injury to the beak which did
not heal, flies were attracted to the area and their deposition
of eggs and the hatched larvae caused or at least hastened
the death of this Mourning Dove.



REVIEWS

ONTARIO BIRDS, THE JOURNAL OF THE ONTARIO FIELD

NATURALISTS

Edited by D. V. (Chip} Weseloh and Linda M. Weseloh.
Volume 1 (1983) had 2 issues, 3 are planned for Volume 2
(1984). Volume 1 contained 76pp.; the first two issues of
Volume 2 contained 92pp. Available through membership
in O.F.O., P.O. Box 1204, Station B, Burlington, Ont. L7P
389, $10.00/year or $200.00 Life.

While living in western Canada, ! was always amazed
that Ontario, with so many active naturalists and
ornithologists, had no widely supported nature or ornithological
journal of a regional scale. Ontario Field Biologist contained
the scope of such journals elsewhere, but did not seem to
receive wide support from field naturalists. Ontario Bird
Banding is, of course, more specialized, and Seasons is a
popular-style magazine. Ontario Birds is designed to fill
this void in terms of birds. It is intended as the main
publication vehicle for articles and notes documenting
occurrence of birds in Ontario and as an outlet for interesting
behavioural and ecological observations. Seasonal reports,
birding lists, highly technical studies, lab studies and "popular"
style articles are not sought.

Volume 2, number 1, the issue sent for review, contains
7 articles, 4 notes and a book review, as well as a page of
announcements. The articles include a memorial tribute
to George North, an historical piece on the Great Lakes
Ornithological Club, a revised checklist of Ontario birds,
additions to the list of breeding birds in Ontario, a site guide
to Amberst and Wolfe Islands, a survey of a swallow roost,
and documentation of Brambling in Ontario. Notes concern
atlas records of Loggerhead Shrike, a crow roost and two
commentaries on revised bird names. The review is a detailed
comparison of two of the recent North American field guides.
Authors range from well known, long established names

to upcoming younger enthusiasts.

This balance and range of ornithological topics is
maintained through the four issues published to date.
Additional subjects treated in other issues include
identification guides to trickier groups (Accipiters and shrikes
to date), the annual reports of the Ontaric Birds Records
Committee, a county bibliography and a guide to documenting
rarities. Although banding has not to date featured
prominently in any articles, most are of obvious interest
to serious banders.

Hlustrations include photographs, drawings and maps,
all printed clearly. Lay-out is pleasing. Each issue has
a unique cover drawing, to date of Little Gull (Ross James),
Accipiter heads (Ron Ridout), Hermit Warbler (Barry Kent
McKay), and Siberian Rubythroat (Robert Bateman). The
second issue corrected a number of typographical errors
in the first, but the following three issues show a scarcity
of such problems. The review issue omitted part of the
title of Cranmer-Byng's historical article in the table of
contents, and one reference on the crow roost note had
a missplaced gap between lines. This low number of errors
is no accident. The Editors send each article out for
proof-reading while also proof-reading them themselves.
Similarly, each article is reviewed by board members of
O.F.O. for readability and suitability before editing. All
this effort shows in high quality,

In short, the Editors of Ontaric Birds have managed to attract
the talents of a wide array of amateur and professional
naturalists, birders, ornithologists and wildlife artists, young
and old. I recommend it highly.

Martin K, McNicholl

CHARLES BROLEY: AN EXTRAORDINARY NATURALIST

by Jon Gerrard. White Horse Plains Publishers, Headingley,

Manitoba, 1983. 60 pages.

It is possible to think of Charles Broley as one of those
unsung heroes or extraordinary models of dedication, courage,
and perhaps even humanity, who would, in another country,
become folk heroes or honoured figures of a national tradition:
who would not be permitted to vanish from its collective
memory. Such men and women, often tossed rather carelessly
into the scrap-heap of our own country's history and legend,
victims possibly of Canada’s vastness and fragmentation,
of its comparatively tiny population and its relative youth,
appear never to come into clear and permanent focus as
life-giving parts of our ongoing heritage: as the inspiring
examples they might have been elsewhere.

To at least partially remedy this shortcoming in the case
of Charles Broley, was possibly the intent of author Jon
Gerrard, a Winnipeg-based Professor of Pediatrics (who
has a strong avocational interest in Bald Eagles). As stated
in his Foreword, he hopes his book will "serve as a fitting
tribute to a great Canadian;" and from the facts he has
included in his little biography, it would appear he presents
a good case. The book abounds in interesting incidental
detail, often of historical (albeit somewhat localized)
significance, and often of the sort one would hope for or
expect as background for an authentic folk hero, or Canadian
legend.



For instance, we learn that the forbears of both Charles
and his first wife, Ruby, were apparent Empire Loyalists
from Vermont. Both ancestral families, arriving in Ontario
(Upper Canada) around the turn of the 19th century, pioneered,
or helped pioneer, after considerable struggle and personal
cost, the communities of Delta (Ruby's progenitors: the
Abel Stevens) and Elora (Charles: the Roswell Matthews).
The terse account of trials undergone by both familes to
establish themselves in the pristine and sometimes hostile
Ontario of their day makes engaging reading. The facts
appear to be well researched and stitched together, even
though original source material was scanty. In one memorable
incident Gerrard has Abel Stevens' 16 year old daughter,
Betty, after visiting a mill 7 miles away at Yonge, travelling
back home alone on horseback through the post-midnight
blackness, along an invisible wilderness forest trail, closely
attended by wolves, In another, we are given an instance
of extraordinary generosity, uncommon I would think in
any age, let alone one of great pioneering hardships. We
are told that in 1817 a certain Captain Smith accepted Roswell
Matthew's wife and 7 of their children as winter guests,
to allow Roswell and his 2 eldest sons to establish themselves
at what is now Elora, 11 miles away.

Towards the end of Chapter One, we are informed that
Charles Lavalee Broley was born Dec. 7, 1879, at Gorrie,
Huron County, the son of an itinerant Irish Methodist minister,
and great-grandson of Roswell Matthews. The young Broley
family having been established back in Elora by 1886, Charles
grew up there under the stern eye of his no-nonsense father
(he had to attend chuch twice each Sunday), and began,
at the age of 19, to work at the Elora Merchants Bank.

Thus begins the saga of Charles Broley, extraordinary
naturalist, each successive stage of which Gerrard outlines
for us in the next five, rather short, chapters. We may note
here a parallel with another outstanding naturalist, George
Miksch Sutton, whose father was also an itinerant preacher:
but while Sutton's vocation was apparent and began developing
from an early age, Broley's would take many years to manifest
itself. Gerrard does a creditable job of tracing this
emergence, this slow and fitful, but certain, jowrney: his
brief but generally happy courtship and marriage to Ruby
(1908 - 1921), when his interest in birds, in particular a Bald
Eagle near their summer cabin, was awakened; his second
marriage to Myrtle McCarthy in Winnipeg (where Charles
managed a bank), and his rapid growth, as a member and
later chairman of the Manitoba Natural History Society,
as a lister and then ardent student of birds (his was the first
authentic record of a Tricolored Heron in Manitoba); his
active interest in conservation; his friendship with the
outstanding bird artist, Terrence Shortt, who began working
at Charles' bank when he was nearly 17. Later, Shortt wrote:
"My instruction was maybe two thirds banking practice and
one-third ornithology during the Y am.~3 pm. banking hours.,”
The final chapter examines Broley's major contribution to
ornithology: his pioneering work with the Bald Eagles, begun
after his retirement in 1938. The book also contains an
epilogue, a section featuring Mpyrtle Broley's poetry, and
a bibliography. Several good black-and-white photos are
helpfully interspersed with the text.

The slow preparation was over. This is the amazing fact
about Charles Broley: that at the age of 58, when most
men would retire outright, this former banker, acting upon
a suggestion he received at the 1938 A.O.U. annual meeting,
launched himself upon a most vigorous campaign, lasting
two decades, to document, study and save the Bald Eagle:
not an easy program for a man half his age. It was at this

point in his life that perhaps those resolute pioneer instincts
of his forefathers came once again triumphantly into the
open (although Gerrard does not suggest this).

Broley's accomplishments were many. Over twenty years
he climbed 2,000 trees to band eaglets, exhibiting, as one
writer put it, the "attributes of a trapeze artist, a lion tamer,
and an Iroquois scout.” His banding - mostly in Florida but
also in Delta - was the basis for original data on Bald Eagle
migration routes. He located pre-migration Florida staging
areas, and was the first to trace the Bald Eagle's seasonal
migration pattern. He laid the groundwork for the probable
effects of wind systems on Bald Eagle migration paths. His
records showing a near 100% decline in Bald Eagles nesting
success over 12 years, Broley was one of the first to raise
an outcry over the disastrous effects of DDT spraying. To
promote his fight against the ravages of DDT on the Bald
Eagle and other raptors, he lectured in well over 300 North
American cities.

All of this is recounted to us in a concise, simple, straight-
forward style. The author's attention to detail is very
attractive, as is his fondness for singling out enlightening
and telling anecdotes. He takes admirable pains to integrate
details of Charles' personal life with his growth as an
ornithologist. Nevertheless, there is a kind of patchwork
quality to this stringing together of exemplary stories
interjected with background "historical" and personal sketches
{many of them conjectural), which leaves one with the
impression of an extended folk tale, rather than a full-blooded,
commanding legend; of indeed a “tribute,” but to a
two~dimensional “"hero-naturalist," rather than to a
recognizable human being, who may have been bothered
by corns, and hated to visit his dentist. It likely depends
on personal taste, but I like my legends served up human.

While in many ways a very praiseworthy book, its layout
is somewhat rudimentary, there being, for example, no
right-handed page margin. Also, one would wish that the
editor, or proof-reader, had been more diligent. Thus on
page five we have “auspicious" instead of “"ominous" or
"inauspicious"”, which the sense seems to suggest. Elsewhere,
a lacrosse box is called a "court”; and near the end of the
book, "Bibliography" 1is spelled "Biography". Necessary
connecting words are sometimes omitted, as are apostrophes
and commas. Ungrammatical constructions such as
"Each...have..." have not been detected. Also undetected
is a rather annoying habit Gerrard has of dropping in totally
isolated names, such as "Captain Smith" or "Absolom Slade”,
bypassing the conventional phrasing used for once-met
strangers, such as, "...a certain Absolom S5lade...". Tiny
flaws perhaps: but bothersome and detractive in their
accumulative effect.

Such editorial lapses are lamentable, of course; but if
one ignores them, and one is disposed to a reasonably good
and often intriguing read, one will find it in this little book.
The author does us a real service in presenting us with a
portait of - if not a legendary Canadian - at least a Canadian
who appears to have carved himself a lasting niche in the
annals of North American ornithology. Gerrard is quite right
in restoring Charles Broley to our memories, and to our
sense of wonder.

Perhaps in the not too distant future a more complete
and enduring treatment of this pre-eminent naturalist will
be written. If so, this very interesting and valuable biography
will be an excellent starting point.

Michael Clark



WINGTIPS. VOLUME 1 NUMBER 1 1984

edited by Helen S. Lapham.

Bluestone Publishing. Lansing,

New York, 14882. Annual subscription $ 10.00 U.S., $ 12.00

CDN.

Wingtips, published quarterly, and introducing itself as
a magazine for people interested in more than just
identification of birds, proposes itself as a bridge between
amateurs and professionals, citing the many contributions
amateurs have made to the body of ornithological knowledge
over the years.

One of the intended regular features of the magazine
is a discussion of books and journals, including reference
works, which deal with ornithology. Thus it seems appropriate,
given their stated aim, that the first article should examine
Bent's Life Histories, a series that relied heavily on amateur
observations and is still today an invaluable socurce of data
for amateur and professional alike.

Other regular features which have been promised (for
example, a summary of specific current work on a single
subject, and short behavioural observations) are postponed
in this issue to make room for an extensive treatment of
the then-new American Ornithologists' Union checklist.
Unlike most other birding journals, it offers no article
criticising the changes. Instead, it begins with a fairly long,
but clear description of, and rationale for, the creation
of the A.O.U. and its checklist. This will be of particular
interest to the large number of people who discovered birding
between the last checklist, in 1957, and this one, and who
may have thought that the naming and classification of
birds was all finished and cast in cement. The description
of the science of systematics and the problems it encounters,
for example, is quite well done. i

That article is followed, logically, by the new checklist
itself. Not content, however, with using several charts
to represent name changes, lumps and splits, etc; the
magazine attempts to accomplish it all with one chart, listing,
moreover, six field guides and checklists to be amended,
and indicating by a profusion of asterisks, daggers,
parentheses, X's, underlinings, and all their permutations

and combinations (together with footnotes!] what changes
one is to make and where. As neutral as it may have intended
to be, it has certainly succeeded, with this chart, in putting
all but the most devoted readers off checklist changes!

Nevertheless, the magazine offers other, attractive features
in keeping with its intent to provide a bridge between amateur
and professional; for example, a glossary of terms used in
the weightier articles. It promises, too, to offer summaries
and analyses of current work being done on specific subjects.
It provides extensive lists of opportunities for amateurs
to participate in bird projects, and equally long lists of
meeting dates of ornithological groups. There are book
reviews as well, always weclome as far as [ am concerned,
though I would have preferred more extensive, critical
treatment of the new field guides.

The biggest drawback that [ see to this magazine's achieving
a large circulation is not that it falls into a no-man's land
between scientific and amateur interests but that it has
chosen (possibly for financial reasons) to clothe its magazine
in the fairly sombre garb of the strictly scientific publication,
although most of the intended readership must surely be
drawn from that large group of birders who are unspecialized.
Like it or not, it is the packaging of commodities that seems
to influence choice, and the average birder is just as
susceptible, if not more so, to this factor. Glorious colour
photographs, glossy pages and artful layout of material are
all missing from this magazine, however valuble its contents
are or promise to be. Yet it will be too bad if it does not
attract a wide readership, because this magazine could {ill
in many of the gaps left by other birding publications, and
indeed even succeed in its mandate to bring amateurs and
professionals closer together.

Mary Ellen Foley

CORRECTION

On page 7 of Volume 16(3) of Ontario Bird Banding the
text for Black-billed Cuckoc and Northern Saw-whet Owl
recoveries and retraps was mixed. From the line beginning
"Black-billed Cuckoo", the text should have read as follows:
"Black-billed Cuckoo. This is the second recovery and the
first from Central America. The bird was in its sixth year
at least.

Northern Saw-whet Owl. These four records raise to 33
the total encounters at PEPt. Of these, 13 were recoveries
(dead), 11 were foreign retraps (alive) and 9 were returns

to PEPt. By excluding the 410 banded in autumn 1983 since
it is too soon for any recoveries to be processed, the encounter
rate is 33 in 3,182 or 1 in 96 (1%).

Examining the numbers of Saw-whets banded at PEPt
and encountered elsewhere, there are 10 direct encounters,
i.e. no breeding season between banding and recovery dates,
as follows: 4 SW (Michigan, Arkansas, southwestern Ontario
(2)), 3 SE (coastal New Jersey (2), Conecticut) and singles
NE, N and NW of PEPt. By ignoring the time lapse between
banding and encounter, there are 19 records of which 9 were
SW,4S,28E,1Nand 3 NW."
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REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION

Southern Ontario wing-tagged Bald Eagles
Request for sightings

The Canadian Wildlife Service and the Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources are currently involved in a five vear
program to increase the southern Ontario population of
Bald Eagles through the release of young birds at Long Point
on Lake Erie. To assist in the assessment of the program's
success, we are soliciting reports of colour-tagged eagles.
All birds released so far will be in juvenal or sub-adult plumage
as they do not develop adult plumage until 4 or 5 vears old.
Birds released in 1983 were marked with green wing-tags
bearing black alpha-numerics while those released in 1984
and subsequent years are marked with medium-~-grey tags
with black alpha-numerics. All released birds have Fish
and Wildlife Service leg bands. Sixteen Bald Eagles have
been released since 1983,

Anyone observing a colow-marked Bald Eagle is requested
to record the following information: location of sighting;
time; tag colour; tag location (left or right wing); any visible
markings on tag; and visible leg bands (left or right leg,
colour, visible markings); and any additional remarks (eg.
apparent condition of bird).

It would not be unusual to observe in Ontario birds released
from similar programs in the United States. These birds
also have coloured wing tags but not green or grey.
Information on these birds is equally important and should
be recorded as indicated above.

While it may not be possible to obtain all of the above
information, any reports of colour-marked eagles should
be reported by writing or 'phoning Gary McCullough or Jeff
Robinson at the following locations:

Phone: 519 681-0486 (London)
519 586-2703 (Port Rowan)

Bald Eagle Release Program
Canadian Wildlife Service
152 Newbold Court
London, Ontario
N6E 127

CANADA GEESE are being banded and marked with neck
collars in the central eastern states. More than 8000 have
been marked since fall 1983; the goal is 30,000 by spring
1986. Three-inch yellow neck collars have a
four-letter/number code. Please report observations to
RICHARD MALECKI, New York Cooperative Wildlife
Reasearch Unit, Fernow Hall. Cornell Univ., Ithaca, NY
14853.

TAPE RECORDINGS OF RED CROSSBILLS are wanted
for a study of geographic variation in calls and songs. All
material, including fragmentary or low-quality recordings,
can be of use. Contributors will receive copies of sonograms
produced and acknowledgment in publications. Tapes will
be returned. Information on Red Crossbill occurrence and
behavior is also of interest. Send to J. G. GROTH, Museum
of Vertebrate Zoology, Univ. of California, Berkeley, CA
94720.









