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OTTAWA BANDING GROUP: 1983 REPORT

INTRODUCTION

JANETTE DEAN!

The Ottawa Banding Croup, after twe years of banding, is pleased
to report on its activities and results. Most reports are still quite
short and without too much detail, both of which should change with
more results in the future.

Some of us have been banding independently in the area for many
years and can refer to previous records. Colin Griffiths has banded in
the Ottawa area since 1973, working primarily on a Bank Swallow
project; Richard Poulin has been banding for eleven years throughout
this area particularly at an airport site. We are also fortunate in
the Ottawa area to have a number of expert ornithological research
workers in government or teaching positions who, although too busy to
help at the station, have willingly given us moral support and advice
and we wish to thank all these people for their encouragement in our
efforts,

We now have in mind further projects which we might research if
there is sufficient support. For the past two summers we have employed
three students at Innis Point under the Summer Canada Student

Employment Program and we are grateful for this assistance. The
Greenbelt Division of the HNational Capital Commission has also helped
in many ways and we wish to particularly thank Mr. S. Hamill. Innis

Point is situated on Department of Communications land and we are very
grateful to employees there for allowing us such easy access to the
banding site.

During the last summer large numbers of interested visitors came
to Innis Point along with a few actual helpers. We are a very small
group of workers and have already found that our initial number of
volunteers has sadly and drastically dropped, a disappointing trend.
Somehow, there seem to be more people in the winter when banding can be
really painful on the hands than in the summer when it is essential to
get up very early in the morning.

During the winter, we banded continually at various backyard and
trail feeders and by April, 1983, set up again at Innis Point. This
year it proved easier to get started as we knew the area and had some
well~established net lanes. Even though the snow was still lying in
patches on the ground we were able to catch some of the very early
migrants and were particularly keen to see how many of the birds we
banded in the 1982 breeding season would return to the area. Innis
Point is a nesting ground for many birds: 184 birds of 29 species

1.7 73 Irving Place, Ottawa, ON. K1Y 2A2



returned in 1983. This year we also caught one or two rarer birds to
provide Ottawa with some of its first summer records {see paper by
Tracey & Joanne Dean).

Part of our constitution emphasizes education. Thus, we led
numerous field trips to Innis Point, often with so many people that
they far outnumbered the birds.

During the early summer the number of birds moving around the net
areas was very limited, so with our student helpers we initiated some
other small banding projects. There has been a rash of Bluebird
nestboxes erected on the properties surrounding Innis Point and we were
able to band 55 local birds: 20 Eastern Bluebirds and 25 Tree
Swallows. We thank the neighbours who let us band "their"” birds and
hope to investigate this further next summer. The time to band Bank
Swallows at their nests in the sandpits is quite limited and we all
happily joined in the work of Colin CGriffiths. Another of our little
extra projects was helping Kathy Nihei who has recently been licensed
+o establish a rehabilitation station for sick birds in Ottawa. Those
that she feels have completely recovered and are quite f£fit are banded
before release. To date we have banded 42 birds of 17 species and hope
to get some information on their survival.

Overall we are very pleased with our second year and hope to be
equally successful in the future.



SUMMARY OF WINTER 1982/3 RESULTS

JOANNE DEAN?

in the winter of 1982/83, the Ottawa Banding Group continued its
winter banding program involving coverage of two stations (Mory St. and
Irving Place} that were monitored last year as well as investigation of
other feeders in the Ottawa ares.

Four feseders were studied throughout the winter {Mory 8t., Irving
Place, Winnington, and Fourth Line} while the other fesders were only
investigated when time pesrmitted {see Table 1 and Appendiz 1}. Siz of
the stations were backyvard feeders and five were woodland feeders which
were either on National Capital Commission CGreenbelt land or private
land and were maintained either by HNCC staff or by members of the
Ottawa Fisld Naturalists Club. The one exception was the Fourth Line
feeder which was kept up by the Ottawa Duck Club.

This year with no invasion of redpolls, Black-capped Chickadees
and Evening Orosbeaks were caught in largest numbers, with more
chickadees being caught at the woodland feeders and more grosbeaks in
the backyards (see Table 1). Most of the grosbeaks were caught towards
the end of the winter (see Table 2) but since the woodland feeders
received less coverage at this time it is not known if this is an
accurate population indicator.

The Fourth Line feeder has been maintained by the Ottawa Duck Club
for several winters and since it is only 4 km. northwest of Innis
Point, we thought that some of the birds banded at Innis Point might
winter there. Only one Hairy Woodpecker banded at Innis Point on
October 10, 1982 as a juvenile did so. Three of the chickadess banded
at Innig Point in the fall and late summer banged inte windows in the
Dunrobin avea {approximately 12 Jum. to the northwest of Innig Point}.

At Mory Street, which has been covered since 1975, first by
Richard Poulin and then the Ottaws Banding CGroup, several birds that
had been banded in previous years returned. Two Hairy Woodpeckers, one
banded during winter 1980/81 and one in winter 1981/82, showed up again
this year. One Downy Woodpecker banded in winter 1981/82 at Mory and
cne banded in winter 1979/80 at a feeder about 2 km. to the east, were
caught again. Lots of chickadees returned, one from 1977/78 winter and
seven from winter 1981/82. Of the seven returning from last year, six
had been banded on February 14, 1981.

Several Evening Grosbeaks were caught with bands from other areas.
The oldest was a female banded in New York in January, 1978. Two
others had been banded in the United States, one in Michigan in April,
1981 and the other in Wisconsin in December, 1980. Another banded in
southern Ontario in April, 1982 also showed up. All but one of these

1. 73 Irving Place, Ottawa, ON. K1Y 2A2




TABLE 1
NUMBERS OF EACH SPECIES BANDED IN EACH LOCATION IN THE OTTAWA AREA,
OCTOBER 15, 1982 TO APRIL 30, 1983

Irv- Winn~
ing Mory North- Stony Mer David- Fourth ing-
Species Pl. St. cotte Swamp Bleue son  Line ton Other Total
Hourning Dove 4 4
Saw-whet Owl 1 1
Hairy Woodpecker 2 4 11 3 3 8 2 5 38
Downy Woodpecker 2 3 3 5 5 1 15 1 3 41
Tree Swallow 1 1
Biuve Jay 1 6 1 2 1 3 14
Bi.-cap. Chickadee 23 66 18 130 87 103 £5 16 42 550
White-br. Nuthatch 4 2 4 1 2 10 2 21
Red-br. Nuthatch 1 1 4 2 8
Brown Creeper 1 Z 1 4
American Robin 1 3 13 17
Hermit Thrush 4 4
Golden-cr. Kinglet 1 1
Rubv-cr. Kinglet 3 3
Northern Shrike 1 1 1 3
Starling 15 ig8 33
Common Yellowthrost i 1
House Sparrow 17 31 1 15 64
Red-wing Blackbird & & 3 13
Gommon Grackle 4 z & 12
Brown-head Cowbird 3 & 7 14
Cardinal 13 4 5
Evening Grosbesk 73 197 2 L] 10 27 487 50 852
Purple Finch 2 s 3 1 3 13 3 52
American Goldfinch 2 3 5
Dark~eyed Junce 85 2 1 61 149
Tres Sparrow 28 2 2 2 &b
White-thr. Sparrow 1 4 3 ]

et

Fox Sparrow 1
Song Sparvow 8 g 17
Snow Bunting &

o

Total 251 379 30 157 107 122 146 678 114 1984
Retraps - 81 4 31 28 55 194 - 5 398
Birds/net-hr. --- 2.2 2.1 5.0 8.7 1.1 2.6 --- 2.0 4.9




"TABLE 2 :
NUMBER OF EACH SPECIES CAUGHT EACH MONTH OVER THE WINTER 1982/83

Species Oct. HNov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr.

Mourning Dove i 3
Saw-whet Owl 1
Haliry Woodpecker 1 6 7 16 5 A 1
Downy Woodpecker & 11 14 5 3 2
Tree Swallow 1
Blue Jay 5 H 3 i 3 1
Black-capped Chichadee 29 46 144 205 ioe 11 7
white-breasted Nuthatch 2 7 5 3 4
Red~breasted Nuthatch B 3 1 3
Brown Creeper 1 2 i
Emerican Robin 17
Hermit Thrush 4
Golden-crownad Hinglet i
Ruby-crowned Kinglet ki
Horthern Shrike 1 i i
Staviing 3 E] 2 4 4 iz
Common Yellowthroat 1
House Sparvow 14 14 15 i z e 14
ned-winged Blackbird 1 1 3 ]
Common Srackle 1z
Brown~headed Cowbird i4
Cardinal 2 1 1 1
Evening Grosbeak i 5 59 163 246 378
Purple Finch 3 8 27 i1 1 2
American Goldfinch 2 H 2
Dark-eyed Junceo 7 a8 i 133
rae Sparrow 3 10 2 2 27

wWhite~throated Sparvow 2z
Fox Sparvow i
Song Sparrow H &
Snow Bunting

ot
o

¥
£

[
o
s
fad
B
s

317 280

&
&
o

Total 66 99




birds was caught at Winnington, near the centre of Ottawa where three
other grosbeaks banded by Richard Poulin in Stittsville just to the
west of Ottawa were alsoc recaught.

The Ottawa Banding Group attempted to capture Snow Buntings at Jim
Wickware's, near Dunreobin. Both ground traps and mist nests were used
and although six were eventually caught in mist nets this was a rather
unsuccessful venture considering that more than two hundred were in the
vicinity. It is hoped that next year the use of larger mesh ground
traps will bring greater success and perhaps retraps of birds caught
elsewhere.

In the winter of 1982/83 the coverage of woodland feeders should
have continued until the end of March or beginning of April so that
better comparisons could have been made among feeders. The woodland
feeders were mostly beside ski trails and as a result could not be
covered on weekends due to the large number of people nearby. From the
work this winter we realize that next year it would be better to cover
just one of these feeders consistently throughout the season in order
to make better comparisons.

Next winter Ottawa could again see an invasion of redpolls. With
the greater banding coverage of the Ottawa region, it is hoped that we
will learn more of their movements in this area as they tend to move
from feeder to feeder while none of the birds caught this winter did
s0.

APPENDIX 1
DURATION OF OPERATION OF THE VARIOUS WINTER BANDING SITES

Number
Banding Site Period Covered of Visits
Irving Place Entire Time
Mory Street Oct. 24/82 to Apr. 16/83 19
Northcotte Nov. 28/82 to Jan. 30/83 4
Stony Swamp Dec. 21/82 to Feb. 28/83 7
Mer Bleue Oct. 17/82 to Mar. 12/83 4
Davidson Jan. 3/83 to Feb. 23/83 4
Pink Road Jan. 29/83 to Feb. 19/83 3
Wickware Jan. 23/83 to Feb. 13/83 3
Campbells Mar. 16/83 1
Fourth Line Nov. 20/82 to Feb. 26/83 16

Winnington Entire Time




EVENING GROSBEAKS - 1983

RICHARD M. POULIN AND RICHARD BLACQUIERE?

The winter of 1983 proved to be a good one for Evening Grosbeaks
in the Ottawa area. This was reflected in the large number, 1836,
banded at various locations in and around the city from the beginning
of January through to the end of April. The breakdown by bander is as
follows: Richard M. Poulin - 1004; Patricia Narraway =- 556; Tracey,
Joanne, and Janette Dean - 276. Total Birds Banded - 1836.

One interesting feature of Evening Crosbeaks is that they are

sexually dimorphic. That, and their typical abundance at feeders,
present banders with the unusual situation of obtaining data on a large
number of accurately sexed birds. In Ottawa the combined results from

all three banders over the four month period showed that females
outnumbered males 1128 to 708, or about 1.6:1. This ratio departs
significantly from the assumption of an even sex-ratio (Chi-square
96,08, P < .05). A month by month examination of the sex ratio
indicates that it is relatively stable over the winter, with females
always more abundant than males (see Table 1).

Mumbers of both sexes showed a steady increase through the four
winter months. Az mentioned before, the sex ratic was relatively
stable during this time so the proportional monthly increases in each
sex were similar. The increasing numbers banded probably reflected
actual abundance rather than banding effert which remained about the
same over the perioed. Similarly, casual observations of birds in
flocks around Ottawa indicated a higher number of females present.
Females appeared no easier to catch than males.

in addition to being able to sex Evening Grosbeaks, the males may
also be aged. This can best be done in the hand by examing for dark
smudging on the white secondaries. Males are divided into second year
(SY) and after second year (ASY) groups, with a few of the borderline
case left as after hatching year (AHY). The data in Table 1 show that
8Y males outnumber ASY by about 4:3. There are similar trends of
increasing abundance between the two age groups of males as between the
sexes.

The data presented here are just a summary of the Ottawa banding
results. A larger and more detailed analysis of sex ratios in Evening
Grosbeaks summarized by year and geographic location is currently
underway.

1. National Museum of Natural Sciences, Ottawa, ON. K1A OM8




TABLE 1
MONTHLY TOTALS OF EVENING GROSBEAKS BANDED IN THE OTTAWA AREA
JANUARY 1 TO APRIL 30, 1983

Number Number of Males Ratio
Month of Females SY ASY AHY Total Female:Male
January 100 22 18 6 46 2.2 1
February 253 97 63 5 168 1.5 + 1
March 365 110 98 2 209 1.7 1
April 410 168 120 - 288 1.4 : 1

Totals: 1128 397 298 13 708 1.6 : 1




INNIS POINT RESULTS - 1983

TRACEY AND JOANNE DEAN?

Banding was carried out at Innis Point for s second successful
vear in 1983. With the assistance of the Summer Canada Youth
Employment Program and the HNational Capital Commission, Innis Point
received daily coverage from May 10 to October 23, 1983. The nets were
set up in April and some sporadic banding was also undertaken then.

In comparing the 1982 {Dean, 1982) and 1983 {see Table 1} results
it can be seen that the total numbers banded differed greatly during
the migration seasons and less so through the summer. The differences
during the migration were probably due to better weather conditions
that resulted in the migrants stopping and feeding in the Ottawa aresa
instead of flying straight over as they did last year. In the spring
the Ottawa River flooded further up its banks pushing those birds
feeding along the shoreline directly inte the nets (Yellow-rumped
HWarblers, Spotted Sandpiper and blackbirds). The addition of the field
nets in the spring boosted the numbers caught and the cverall better
positioning of the nets after the experiments of last year also helped.

Large numbers of chickadees were again caught with most being
banded in the f£all instead of May as they were in 1982. This has
raised our interest further in this species and we hope to obtain more
information from the returns next vear as well as those remaining at
the feeder seb up this winter.

The capture of swallows at the soclar observatory differed
completely from 1982. Last vear the maijority of them were caught in
August but this year most were trapped in May. Bwallows were zesen on
the wires at the point in May of 1882 but as the shore nets were not
set up, none was caught. This vear swallows were not seen on the wires
in August.

Thrushes were caught in much larvger numbers this £fall, perhaps
because of the presence of more nets along the mature wood edges.

This year also produced some rather unusual catches: a Red-headed
Woodpecker {although known to breed in the Ottawa area it has not been
seen in the Innis Point region), A Red-bellied Woodpecker (Ottawa's
first summer rvecord}, an Orchard Oriole (a second-year male, Ottawa's
fourth record), a Blue-gray Onatcatcher and a Pileated Woodpecker.

A number of birds that were banded at Innis Point have turned up
elsewhere and some foreign retraps have been caught {(see Table 2}.
Most are from the Ottawa region but they add to ocur understanding of
how some species move in this area.

1. 73 Irving Place, Ottawa, ON. K1Y 2AZ2
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Figure 1.

Song Sparrow, the commonest returning
Point. Photograph by Kirk Thorsteinson.

species

to

Innis




The number of birds that returned to Innis Point was relatively
high, 4.5 % (184 returns of 4,068 banded in 1982). Of the returning
birds 115 (62.5 ¥%) were adults when originally captured and 63 (34.2 %)
were juveniles. The number of returning males was over twice the
number of returning females (see Table 3). All but seven of the
returns were caught in the same net area in which they were originally
banded. One Downy Woodpecker, one adult Great Crested Flycatcher and
two juvenile Gray Catbirds moved from the point to the field. One
Rose-breasted Grosbeak moved in the opposite direction, from the field

to the point. One Yellow Warbler and one American Goldfinch were
banded at the point and then recaught at Egret Pond, half way between
the point and field net areas. The point and field net areas are

approximately one kilometre apart.

Some of the returns are of interest since it cannot be said that
these birds were definitely breeding in the area: they were first
caught in September or October of 1982 and then recaught for the first
time in these same months in 1983,

We hope that Innis Point will continue to get a high return rate
but we also expect that the percentage may decline in some species next
year due to the larger number of migrants caught in 1983,

References

Dean, J., 1982. Activities of the Ottawa Banding Group, 1982. Ontario
Bird Banding 15{(1}: 3-15.

TABLE 1
NUMBER OF BIRDS BANDED IN TWO WEEK PERIODS AT INNIS POINT, 1983

dpr Hay Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct:
: I- 16- 1- 16~ 1- 16~ 1= 16- 1- 16~ :

Species 15 31 15 30 15 31 15 3% 5 30 Total
Killdeer ’ 1 1
American Woodcock 1 1
Spotted Sandpiper 16 21 12 9 2 1 1 56
' Semipalmated Sandpiper 1 1
Black-billed Cuckoo 2 1 2z 5
Saw-whet Owil 1“‘ o1
Whip-poor-will 1 1 : 2
Ruby-thr. Hummingbird 14 52 5 1 72
Belted Kingfisher 2 : 2
Common Flicker [ 1 1 4 2 1 2 19
- Pileated Woodpecker 1 1
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 1
Red-headed Woodpecker 1 1
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker z 1 3

13
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TABLE 1 (continued)
NUMBER OF BIRDS BANDED IN TWO WEEK PERIODS AT INNIS POINT, 1983

hpr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct
1- 16~ 1- 16- 1- 16~ 1- 16~ 1~ 16~
Species 15 31 15 30 15 31 15 31 15 30 Total
Hairy Woodpecker 11 1 5 8
Downy Woodpecker 2 3 1 1 4 9 3 3 3 3 32
Bastern Kingbird 3 2 5 8 5 10 13 46
Great Crested Flycatcher 7 4 5 2 5 1 1 2 27
Eastern Phoebe 3 T 3 2 2 7 7 3 28
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 1 1 1 1 i 5
Traill's Flycatcher 8 14 2 1 1 1 4 2 33
Least Flycatcher 6 B 4 119 10 14 i1 2 75
Eastern Wood Pewee 7 3 3 4 1 1 1 1 21
Tree Swallow 1020 13 ¢ 3 2 121 i 63
Bank Swallow 20 20
Barn Swallow 12 5 2 20
C1liff Swallow 10 10
Blue Jay 1 4 5 2 1 3 2 3 25
Black-capped Chickadee 48 26 14 2 & S50 40 15 21 155 134 70 573
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 z 1+ 1 1 2 8
Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 3 5
Brown Creeper 5 31 1 5 5 7 8 15 50
House Wren 1 4 1 1 7
Winter Wren 1 1 4
Gray Catbird z 31 8 & 13 13 12 13 i3 2 1 112
Brown Thrasher 3 a4 7 101 11 2 16 21
American Robin 1 7 11 11 g 15 12 g 7 3 3 10 104
Wood Thrush 1 3 5 3 2 3 17
Hermit Thrush 3 3 1 12 6 15 31
Swainson's Thrush 8 5 1 1 3 1 10 58 40 7 134
Gray-cheeked Thrush 1 2 4 7
Veery 17 3 3 4 9 9 1l 5 55
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 1 1
Golden-crowned Kinglet 10 1 1 16 50 78
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 3 13 172 6% 158
Water Pipit 1 1 2
Cedar Waxwing 13 80 27 21 35 27 7 3 1 214
Starling 2 2 & 1 2 11
Solitary Vireo 4 1 2 22 2 31
Red-eyed Vireo 2 4 3 5 43 36 7 1 101
Philadelphia Vireo 2 101 3 10 7 24
Warbling Vireo 110 1 11 8 4 3 3 41
Black & White Warbler 15 3 3 2 3 11 8 6 4 1 56
Tennessee Warbler : 29 3 1 5 9 1 48
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 1
Nashville Warbler 8 6 3 10 16 9 16 21 2711 127
Northern Parula 1 1 2 4
Yellow Warbler 4 81 11 13 48 114 49 8 1 329
Magnolia Warbler i0 3 1 47 66 44 1 172
Cape May Warbler 1 1 1 1 [ 10
Black-throated Blue 1 5 1 1 8
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1241 79 1 3 2 10 62 199 29 627
Black-throated Green 1 1 3 g 3 17
Blackburnian Warbler 1 1 1 2 5
Chestnut-sided Warbler 10 3 1 8 i 10 6 1 40
Bay-hreasted Warbler 1 1 1 124 45 3 76




NUMBER OF BIRDS BANDED IN TWO WEEK

TABLE 1 (continued}

PERIODS AT INNIS POINT, 1983

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct
1- 16~ 1~ 16~ i~ 16- 1- 16- 1~ 16~
Species 15 31 15 30 15 3t 15 31 15 30 Total
Blackpoll Warbler 1203 B 18 13 1 53
Pine Warbler 2 1 3 ]
Palm Warbler g 1 3 3 2 18
Ovenbird 3 6 5 2 10 & 3 40 31 8 122
Northern Waterthrush 2 o2 5 2 3 3 18
Mourning Warbler 5 4 i 2 3 5 1
Common Yellewthreat i 7 3 3 8 9 11 3 5 5¢
Wilson's Warbler 8 3 1 3 15
Canada Warbler 4 i 12 2 i 20
American Redstart 1 5 5 & 103 8 3 1 33
House Sparrow i 1 2
Red-winged Blackbird 12 27 36 55 28 44 4 226
Orchard Oriole 1 1
Northern Oriole 1 34 1y 18 13 3 7 3 96
Rusty Blackbird & 4
Common Grackle 1 5 4 & & 22
Brown-headed Cowbird 2 7 6 3 2 P4 2 1 25
Bcarlet Tanager 2 3 T 2 2 7 17
Cardinal i 1 2
Rose~breasted Grosbeak 25 2 12 13 19 7 14 5 9%
Indige Bunting & 3 3 2 1 15
Evening Grosbeak 1 i
Purple Finch 3 4 4 1 5 5 3 25
American Goldfinch 30 12 6 14 &6 2 1 1 72
Savannah Sparrow 12 1 2 2 12 2 13
Yesper Sparrow 1 i 2
Dark-eyed Junco 14 10 1 1 48 123 197
Tree Sparrow 30 1 19 50
Chipping Sparrow i1 1t 3 2 1 13 32
Field Sparrow 11 3 2 1 3 2 13
White-crowned Sparrow & 2 4 5 15
White-throated Sparrow & 55 12 3 4 5 29 22 10 39 75 36 293
Fox Sparrow 2 1 3
Linceln's Sparrow 103 6 z 1z
Swamp Sparrow T3 1 A 3 3 19
Song Sparrow 17 7 8 9 3 28 45 3% 21 9 4 9 189
Gray Jay 1 1
Boreal Chickadee 1 i
Snow Bunting 1 )1
Total Banded: 160 532 704 343 180 381 485 314 457 734 819 513 5622
Retraps: 68 61 185 141 76 133 173 116 122 136 152 201 1564

15
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Figure 2.

Brown Thrasher, with an intense look,
Photograph by Kirk Thorsteinson.

about to fly off.



TABLE 2
INNIS POINT RECOVERIES

Banding Recovery State Direction
Species Date Location Date Location of Bird & Distance
Black Duck Sep. 27, Aylmer, Que May 15, Innis Point, Dead 1.5 km. SW
1983 1983 ON
Hairy Woodpecker Oct. 10, Ottawa, ON May 27, Innis Point, Alive 10 km. ESE
1982 1983 ON
Hairy Woodpecker Jan. 2, Ottawa, ON May 21, Innis Point, Alive 10 km. N¥
1983 1983 oN
Bank Swallow June 23, Stittsville, May 26, Innis Point, Alive 10 km. NNE
1977 ON 1983 ON
Bank Swallow July 12, Stittsville, May 26, Innis Point, Alive 10 km. NNE
. 1982 ON 1983 ON
Bank Swallow May 27, Innis Point, June 29, Stittsville, Alive 10 km. SSW
1983 ON 1983 ON
Black-capped Feb. 15, Rocky Ridge, May 4, Innis Point, Alive 600 km. NE
Chickadee 1982 Chio 1982 ON
Black~-capped Oct. 10, Innis Point, Oct. 22, Dunrobin, ON Alive 3.5 km. W
Chickadee 1982 ON 1982
Black~capped Ocet. 14, Innis Point, Nov. 18, Dunrobin, ON Dead 6 km. NW
Chickadee 1982 OoN 1982
Black~-capped Mar. 6, Dunrobin, ON Apr. 27, Innis Point, Alive 3.5 km. E
Chickadee 1983 1983 . ON
Brown Thrasher May 14, Innis Point, May 24, Ottawa, ON Dead 19 km. ESE
1983 ON 1983
Cedar Waxwing Aug. 28, Innis Point, July 31, Swanton, Dead 690 km. SW
1982 ON 1983 Ohio
Yellow-rumped Oct. 26, Kiptopeke, May 16, Innis Point, Alive 840 km. N
Warbler 1981 Virginia 1983 ON
Yellow-rumped May 9, Innis Point, July 10, Ottawa, ON Dead 11.5 km SE
Warbler 1983 ON 1983
Rose~breasted May 20, Innis Point, June 28, Ottawa, ON Alive 20 km. SE
Grosbeak 1983 ON 1983

17




TABLE 3
AGE AND SEX BREAKDOWN OF 1982 BIRDS RETURNING TO INNIS POINT IN 1983

Adult Juvenile Unknown Return
Species M F U M F U M F U Total Rate(¥%)

spotted Sandpiper Z
Common Flicker 1
Hairy Woodpecker 1
Downy Woodpecker 3
Eastern Kingbird 1
Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Wood Pewee

Black-capped Chickadee 2 1
White~-breasted Nuthatch 101
Gray Catbird 1
Brown Thrasher

American Robin 7 2
Hermit Thrush 1
Veery

Red~eyed Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Black-&-White Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Ovenbird

Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Red~winged Blackbird
Northern Oriocle
Rose-breasted Orosbeak
American Goldfinch
Chipping Sparrovw
White~throated Sparrow
Song Sparrov
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Totals: 63 25 27 2 5 586

EGG iIN A BAG
TRACEY DEAN?

on May 17, 1983, after taking a male vellow-rumped Warbler out of
a bag to band, an egg far toc large for this species was also found. A
female Brown-headed Cowbird had been banded and released earlier that
day and could have been in the same bag. The identification of this
egg as that of a cowbird was later confirmed by the Ornithology
Department of the MNational Museum of Canada. The cowbird is =
parasitic bird laying its eggs in other birds' nests. Either this
female had an accident or she mistakenly thought that the cloth bag
made a good nest.

1. 73 Irving Place, Ottawa, ON. K1Y 2A2

18



Figure 3. Great Crested Flycatcher showing details of the beak and
eye. Photograph by Kirk Thorsteinson.
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SAW-WHET OWL PROJECT

GARY HENSON®

Night~time banding of Saw-whet Owls at Innis Point was attempted
on four consecutive weekends in October, 1983. Between 30 and 35 mist
nets with a 36 mm. mesh were used; these provided good coverage of the
major second-growth woodland and semi-open field habitats to be found
in the area, but only limited coverage of the woodland-field interfaces
- along which migrating Saw-whet Owls appear to travel most often {Ron
Weir, person communication). Nets were checked every 2.5 to 3 hours
from dusk till dawn.

During the approximately 40 hours total that the nets were open,
only one Saw-whet Owl was banded (and retrapped twice the same night}.
Our banding results and the accompanying wind conditions, plus a
comparison with the corresponding data from Prince FEdward Point
Observatory on Lake Ontario are given in Table 1.

Given the relative lack of banding success at either location on
these four nights, it is impossible to draw firm conclusions as to the
suitability of Innis Point as a banding site for Saw-whet Owls. It is
unfortunate that there was no coverage provided on the night of OCctober
29-30, when 56 saw-whets were banded at Prince Edward Point. However,
even 1if one assumes that a significant number of these owls passes
through the area each fall, it may well be that the diffuse, low-lying
tree cover at the tip of Innis Point (the main banding area) results in
too ill-defined an interface between woodland and open country to allow
an efficient netting setup. Nevertheless, a more complete coverage
over a longer period of time may be attempted next fall in order to
evaluate more fully Innis Point's owl banding potential.

My thanks to Ron Weir of Kingston, Ontario for providing the
Prince Edward Point data.

TABLE 1
A COMPARISON OF INNIS POINT AND PRINCE EDWARD POINT RESULTS
OCTOBER WEEKENDS, 1983

Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct.

Location 1-2 8-9 15-16 22-23
Innis Wind SSW NW to N NW ENE

Point Condition light light moderate light
No. Banded O o] 1 o]

Prince Wind SW NE SE

Edwara Condition strong {rain) rain 0300

Point No. Banded No No 4 o]

coverage coverage

1. 30 Heresford Place, Ottawa, ON. K1Y 385
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OTTAWA BANK SWALLOWS

COLIN GRIFFITHS®

A number of sizeable Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) colonies are
found in the Ottawa area. Various banding operations have besn
conducted at these colonies over the last ten vears and a total of
about 4000 birds have been banded. Evidence of considerable philopatry
has been obtained while only 2 small number of birds have been
retrapped outside the breeding areas and season. Verv few hatching
year birds have aver been retrappsd in subsequent vears.

HABITAT

Bank Swallows are among the most common of Canadian birds. They
breed in large colonies where good sandy cliffs exist. Generally this
means river and coastline banks, places where either the river or the
height of the bank gives the colony good protection. It has alsc coms
to include sand pits created by man. Some colonies are ssversl
thousand pairs in size, while others may have no more than a few pairs,

A large vein of sand and gravel runs through the Ottawa-Carleton
area in an approximately north-west to south-east direction through
Huntley Township, the City of Nepean, and south and sast of the Ottaws
airport into Gloucester Township. Throughout this formation there are
a number of gravel and sand workings that have created many
opportunities for Bank Swallows.

A formal census of the breeding population has never been
conducted. Estimates based on those pits vhere banding has besn
attempted would put ths local breeding population in excess of 20,000
birds. This is, however, a dynamic figure: the birds (or perhaps more
correctly the estimates of their numbers) are dependent on the state of
the pits they breed in. An active pit will discourage breeding: an
inactive pit may become a garbage fill site. Good colonies have besn
lost to both causes.

BANDING ACTIVITIES

Banding has been undertaken at Bank Swallow colonies in Huntley
and Nepean, with some work having been done in Gloucester. A total of
six major colonies have been studied, though not in every year. Table
1 shows the history of banding activities. Most banding has been done
in a group of pits known locally as Rump's Dump ~- after its owner and
use as the township dump.

1. 55 Pineridge Road, RR 3, Carp, OH. KOA lLO
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TABLE 1
NUMBER OF BANK SWALLOWS BANDED
ANNUALLY IN THE OTTAWA AREA

Year Total HY
1974 483 62
1975 1067 421
1976 343 24
1977 872 235
1878 208 103
1879 232 6
1980 - -
1981 &0 s}
1982 57 31
1983 693 87
Totals: 4015 969

Of the total in Table 1 well over half, 2352 birds, were banded in
Rump's pits. The variation between the years reflects the vagaries of
weather, mosguite depredations, level of interest in banding and
changes in the colony populations. Probably in excess of 50 people
have been actively involved in Bank Swallow banding in one way or
another, over the ten years. There are always volunteers for the field
work: few, if any, for the analysis work...

RECOVERIES

An analysis of returns to the same colonies has not yet been
completed. Retraps number well in excess of 700 birds, the vast
majority of which were at the same colony where the bird was originally
banded. Perhaps 50 of these were found at colonies within 1-2 km. with
only nine found at greater distances.

Sample recoveries:

1. 1300-20361 AHY F 8 June 74 Spratt's Pit, Huntley
4 June 73 Burnside's Pit, Nepean
11 km. SE
Z. 1350-02780 AHY F 4 June 75 Burnside's Pit, Nepean
29 May 76 Spratt's Pit, Huntley
16 June 77 Spratt's Pit, Huntley
3.  1440-28640 AHY U 23 June 77 Rump's Pits, Huntley
1 June 83 Innis Point, South March
10 km. NE
4. 1640-39072 AHY U 27 May 83 Innis Point, South March
29 June 83 Rump's Pits, Huntley
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5. 1350~-02623 HY U 7 July 74 Spratt’s Pit, Huntley
AHY F 29 May 77 Rump's Pits, Huntley
Local - less than 1 km.

6. 1350-02625 HY U 7 July 74 Spratt's Pit, Huntley
AHY M 1 June 76 Spratt's Pit, Huntley
Burnside's Pit changed considerably in 1974/75. Six records indicate

dispersal of birds orginally caught here to other colonies in
subsesguent years.

COMMENTS

5 number of somewhat disjointed observations and theories have
been developed over the ten years.

1. No apparent harm appears to come to the colonies that we have
worked. From the twittering of the pack swirling above the pit on
our first appearance in the spring, one almost feels welcomed back.

2. There is very evident concern shown by the birds of a pair for each

other. We have observed on several occasions, following the
release of a bird after handling, the excitement of both birds of a
pair being "reunited". A second bird has been seen to make direct

flight to the released bird, often from quite a distance. on
meeting, the pair would conduct a brief aerial dance.

3. Why have so few young birds been recovered in subsequent years? A
total of seven records of returning young birds has been collected.
I+ is conceivable that our banding activities are to blame.
Oftentimes, young birds are caught on their very first flight but
since there are a good number of retrap records in the year of
panding this seems unlikely.

4. Until this year, we had no recoveries of Bank Swallows outside the
areas of the colonies and the breeding season. We still have no
fall or winter records. Why?

5. Bank Swallows vanish from their colonies in Ottawa-Carleton in
early July. The latest banding record is about the 10th of July.
They also vanish in numbers from the region. Bank Swallows are
“seen throughout the rest of the migration season, but never in the
numbers present in the colonies. We have generated no evidence of
why they leave this part of Ontario nor of where they go. It is
apparent that the Ottawa Bank Swallows are single-brooded.

6. Significant colonies exist elsewhere in the province. Since Bank
Swallows are so easy to catch and band during the breeding season
with no adverse effect on their breeding success, it is an
excellent species to provide banding training and to develop a
large body of banding data. Perhaps some of my questions about the
appearances, nhon-appearances and disappearances could then be
answered.
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A HISTORY OF BIRD BANDING IN THE OTTAWA AREA

STEVE WENDT!

INTRODUCTION

In the early days of bird banding, new banders were always
encouraged because it was felt that all banding contributed to a major
study of the distribution and migration of birds. Fredrick Lincoln,
writing in the Manual for Bird Banders (1929 and 1947) gave this
viewpoint, stating that the Fish and Wildlife Service fostered banding
as a leisure activity.

This attitude was gradually revised as it became apparent that
most unstructured banding provided very little useable information.
For many species recovery rates are so low that hundreds of birds may
be banded, only to be lost forever as far as the bander is concerned.
"Ring and fling" is the uncomplimentary term applied to this banding,
with the suggestion that flinging leaves little promise of a
reencounter. For = other species, notably game birds, so  much
information is already available that new banding is not needed, unless
directed to a specific purpose.

How do we decide which attitude is best? Without questioning the
usefulness of banding for local studies, we might still ask how the
cumulative large-scale investigation of distribution and migration is
proceeding. This report answers this guestion for the region of
Ottawa, Ontario.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REGION

Banding data from the two degree blocks 45-075 and  45-076 were
-selected. This area of somewhat under 9,000 square kilometres, - from
Kazabazua, Quebec, on the north, . scuth  to Lanark, Kemptville and
Ingleside, east to Plantagenet, .and west to 1'Ile des Allumettes in the
Ottawa River. Some centres included in this region are Ottawa-Hull,
Carleton Place, Almonte, Arnprior and Renfrew.

RESULTS FROM BANDING PRIOR TO 1955

Computerized banding data is available only for bandings since
1955, except for birds that were recovered. For the older bandings we
can examine recoveries, but we cannot relate these to overall banding
totals.

Table 1 shows the recoveries from the early bandings. There were
no recoveries from ducks banded pre-1955, and we can therefore infer
that there was little or no duck banding. Thirty-seven recoveries of

1. Canadian Wildlife Service, Ottawa, ON. K1A OE7
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starlings and blackbirds give a fair indication of wintering range for
this group. The other recoveries in this table are too few except for
the Great Black-backed Cull banded just west of Ottawa in 1926 and
recovered later that vear in Newfoundland.

RESULTS FROM RECENT BANDINGS

With data since 1955 we have banding totals as well as recoveries,
S0 we can calculate recovery rates. These are shown in Table Z. In
this table repeat captures at the same banding station are not
included, otherwise recoveries of ducks and winter feeder birds
especially would be much higher.

If one calculates a recovery rate from Table 2 using species from
cuckeos on, The total bandings are 25501, the recoveries are 104, and
s¢ the recovery rate is 0.41%. The recovery rate for waterfowl is
almost 50 times this high.

Only waterfowl present enough recovery data to allow usze of marke
recapture models for estimating survival, or to allow detajled mapping
of distribution and migration. #Most of the waterfowl banding was done
by paid government biologists who will report their results elsewhere.

The two distant warbler recoveries ware both from bandings by
Colin Griffiths, a Yellow-rumped Warbler recovered just south of the
Ottaws region, and a Bay-breasted Warbler recovered in Honduras., This
was the most distant passerine recovery from Ottawa, although twe Blue-
winged Teal made it further.

The most striking thing about Table 2 are the low recovery rates
for most species groups. The low rates prevent banding from being of
much use for the study of distribution and migration that Lincoln and
other early banders had envisiocned.

Suppose we were designing a banding experiment to delimit the
winter range of a species found in the Ottawa area. Using the data of
Table 2, and modelling the recoveries with the Poisson distribution, I
calculated the banding guotas shown in Table 3. This is the framework
that the new Ottawa Banding Croup is operating under. Of course since
the calculations in this table deal with very rare events, they would
change dramatically if one or two additional recoveries were received.
However, it is clear that shorebirds, warblers, and swallows have
recovery rates too low to allow design of a practical program to study
distribution during migration and Wintering, at least in the short
term.

Why are recovery rates so low for passerine species? Two factors
are important. First there is the probability that a human will be
present at the death of a bird, or find the bird's body, or
alternatively find and record the band on a live bird. Second there is
the probability that the finder will know how to report the band, and
will take the trouble to do so.

We can estimate these probabilities in various ways. Waterfowl
studies suggest that about half the finders of bands take the trouble
to report them. Waterfowl bands have an address on the outside of the
band, and hunters receive instructions on their permits telling how to
report bands, so we can assume that most hunters could report them if
they wanted to. Most passerine bands have the reporting address on the
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TABLE 1

RECOVERIES FROM BANDINGS BEFORE 1955 SHOWING MOVEMENT
FROM THE OTTAWA REGION

Date of Date of .
Species Bander Banding Recovery Place of Recovery
Great Black~ H.F. Lewis 27 July 1926 1926 Newfoundland
backed Sull
Ring-billed T.5. Hennessy 1% June 1940 14 March Florida
Gull 1941
7 Bandings not known 1923~1926 1926-1928 Marviand, Quebec,
Canads Goose Horth Carolins,
Ontario
13 Bandings T.8. Hennessy 1932-1350 1934-1952 HMaryland, New York,
Stariing #.H Southam Alabama, Arkansas,
and others Kentucky, Michigan,
not kaown Chio, Tennessee,
Texas, (Quebec,
Ontaric
15 Bandings T.8. Hennessy 1929-1954 1929-1952 Georgis, New York,
Brown~headed and others North Carolina,
Combird not krown South Carolina,
Mississippi,
Tennesses, Ontario
Red-winged not known 4 June 19232 30 Nov. 1933 HNorth Carolina
Blackbird
4% Bandings not known 1925-1944 1925-1945 New York, Ontario,
Common Grackle North Carolina,
Kentucky, Virginia
2 Bandings not known 1 Harch 1923 March 1930 West Virginia
Purple Finch 20 June 1932 26 Feb. 1933  Kentucky
Yhite~throated not known 14 October 5 January labama
Sparrow 1930 1931
3 Bandings T.§5. Hennessy 1928-1940 1928-1941 South Carolina,

American Eobin

and others
not known

Eastern Bluebird T.5. Hennessy

24 June 1936

3 March 1937

Georgia

Florida
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TABLE 2
RECENT BANDINGS AND RECOVERIES (1955-1981)

Recoveries from 1955-1981 Bandings

Bandings Within Ottawa Region Out of Recovery
1955~ Same Later Ottawa Rate To
Group 1981 Year Year Region Total Date (%)
Grebes 3 Q o]
Gulls 18 1 1 5.56
Waterfowl 21112 1364 615 2094 4073 19.29
Herons 10 o] o]
Rails 75 0 o]
Shorebirds 1117 1 1 .09
Doves 4 4] ]
Hawks 124 1 5 6 4.84
Owls 51 1 1 2 3.82
Cuckoos 21 o] o
Kingfishers 4 0 O
Woodpeckers 323 12 1 13 4.02
Goatsuckers 3 ] ]
Flycatchers 541 o] G
Larks 4 o] o]
Corvids 196 3 1 4 2.04
Starlings 1004 1 2 3 .30
Icterids 784 1 & 2 9 1.20
Finches, etc. 11581 27 2 16 45 0.39
Tanagers 36 0 o]
Swallows 3228 1 2 1 4 Q.12
Warwings 76 1 1 2 2.63
Shrikes 59 o] o]
Vireos 294 o} o]
Warblers 3788 2 2 0.05
House Sparrow 335 7 7 2.09
Mimic Thrushes 445 o] G
Wrens 67 o] o]
Creepers 36 o] o]
Nuthatches 156 o o]
Titmice 1310 5 4 9 0.69
Kinglets 240 o] O
Thrushes 10086 3 2 1 6 0.60
TABLE 3

BANDINGS NEEDED TO ENSURE RECOVERIES OF SOME GROUPS OF BIRDS
(with 90% confidence)

Number Caught and

Desired Total Desired Out of Banded by Ottawa
Recoveries Region Recoveries Banding Group at
Group 5 10 20 5 10 20 Innis Point, 1982
Shorebirds 9000 16000 29000 9000 16000 29000 not target species
Starlings 3000 5000 9000 5000 8000 14000 not target species
Blackbirds 1000 2000 3000 3000 6000 10000 not target species
Finches, Sparrows 2000 4000 7000 6000 10000 17000 674
Swallows 7000 12000 21000 26000 46000 84000 403
Warblers 16000 27000 50000 16000 27000 50000 977
Titmice >1000 >2000 4000 - - .- 238
Thrushes >1000 >2000 >4000 9000 15000 27000 166
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TABLE 4
SUMMARY OF HOW OBTAINED CODES FOR RECOVERIES SHOWING
MOVEMENT OUT OF THE OTTAWA REGION
(excluding Unkown categories)

Number of

Reason for Explained

Species Group Recoveries Recoveries
Gulls Shot 1
Found Dead 2
Waterfowl Shot 1824

Banding Retraps,

Sightings 163
Various Hazards 24
Found Dead 43
Raptors Banding Retraps 3
Various Hazards 1
Found Dead 2
Icterids Shot 20
Various Hazards 2
Found Dead 5

Other Passerines Shot
Banding Retraps
Various Hazards
Found Dead

[ols 2 N e R

ot

inside, and it seems that this depresses the reporting rate by about
half again. The net reporting rate for passerines is therefore about
0.25.

Table 4 summarizes the reasons people gave for encountering birds
that had been banded in the Ottawa region and then moved out. it is
surprising to see the importance of shooting, not only waterfowl, but
for blackbirds and other passerines. Although very few passerines are
shot {we hope}, this is still an event that puts a person in a position
to find the band.

Also surprising is the importance of banding retraps, poth for
waterfowl and other species. Although the bander may feel that
recoveries of other people's bands are very rare indeed, yet it turns
out that for Ottawa banding recapture was the most common reason for
encountering bands, except for shooting the bird.
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DISCUSSION

The distribution of banded waterfowl from the Ottawa area can be
mapped with some accuracy. Because starlings and blackbirds were often
shot in the 1930's and 1940's, there have been enocugh recoveries of
these species to delineate a rough wintering area. For other species
almost nothing can be inferred from band recoveries about movements out

of the Ottawa region.

With present band reporting and recovery rates, Table 3 indicates
that it will require about ten years of banding at the 1982 rate before
even low numbers of out-of-region recoveries should be expected for
most species groups. Ten years of banding should produce about twenty
Ottawa area recoveries and about five distant recoveries in the finch-
sparrow group, for example (plus station returns).

Shooting is not an acceptable method for increasing band recovery
rates. Increases to the rate of recovery from birds that die of
natural or accidental causes may be brought about by public education,
but this cannot increase reporting rates by more than a factor of 4 as
a maximum. Most passerines would still have very low reporting rates.

The most promising method of increasing reporting rates seems to
be by increasing the number of banding capture stations. In this light
plans by the Ottawa Banding Group to do some winter season banding in
the Caribbean range of migrant warblers might pay unexpected dividends
if it fosters an interest in banding in the local populace.

The Ottawa Banding Group is primarily motivated by the educational
purposes of banding, and by species-intensive local studies that rely
on the high recapture rates of territorial birds. Historical results
from the Ottawa area banding point out both the lack of reliable data
on distribution during migration of most species, and also the near
futility of studying this distribution with short-term projects.
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Reviews

BREEDING BIRDS OF LONG POINT, LAKE ERIE:
A STUDY IN COMMUNITY SUCCESSION

by J. D. McCracken, M. S. W. Bradstreet and G. L. Holroyd. Canadian
Wiidlife Service Report Series Number 44, Ottawa, 1982. 74 pages
{English wversion}. Available from the Long Point Bird Observatory,
P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontaric NOE IMO for $11.75 per copy*

To birdwatchers of Eastern Canada, Poirnt Pelee has always been the
Mecca; but te bird-banders, and more especially the members of this
Association, that place is occupied by Long Point. The Association and
the Point have been intimately intertwined for more than a quarter of 2
century. Numerous publications, mostly on aspects of bird migration
bothk in this and other journals, have resulted from this association.

It is perhaps surprising that we have had %o wait so long for =
comprehensive study of the bresding, as opposed to the migrant, birds:
this gap has now beern filled, and well filled, by  the present
publication. It is not merely a compilation of previous observations
{although these have been meticulously utilized) but also results from
an extensive field-work programme, supported by the Canadian wWildliife
Service under the aegis of the Long Point Bird Ubservatory.

The meat of the publication starts with a description of the Avea
of Study, including an account of the geclogical formation of the
Point, the ciimate, and definitions and detalls of different habitat
types, along with some comments on successional seriss. There follows
a description of the methods used, with emphasis on the statistical
techniques, an emphasis which is doubtless highly meaningful but i
largely wasted on those of us whose comprehension of nigher mathematics
is limited to adding of our banding totals or grocery bills. AL this
point the study gets more interesting, with a sizeable ssotion entitled
"Results and Discussion", divided into descriptions of beeeding bird
census plots in dune and marsh habitats of a variety of itypss, with
details of successional stages and bird communities. These, when taken
with the large coloured map at the beginning of the study and the
numerous black and white habitat photographs scattered throughout, will
give a newcomer to the area a very thorough flavour of the entire
scosystem of the Point, of which the birds are only a part.

Much of the remainder of the report is devoted to an annotated
1ist of the 115 species of birds which are thought to have bred on the
Point. This section is illustrated with photographs of birds actually
+aken on or near the Point; not all of these are very good quality.
The list is very comprehensive and the authors have delved back as far
as possible for historical recoerds. The result makes quite interesting

1. While limited stocks last, copies are available from LEFBO for
$8.00. French language edition only $5.00.
Mail orders: please add $1.00 for postage.




reading. Cne of the points which strikes the casual reader is the
absence of ceratin species - for example Ovenbird, Veery and Black-and-
white Warbler - which are so common in southern Ontario.

In summary, “"Breeding Birds of Long Point" is a well-researched,
informative and attractively produced publication, and is to be
recommended not only to Long Point devotees but also anybody interested
in Ontario birds. The price seems a little steep for a soft-cover book
of seventy-odd pages, but I suppose that this is a perennial complaint
not just of book reviewers but the rest of the world too.

David Brewer

SCANS KEY TO BIRDWATCHING

by Virginia €. Holmgren, illustrated by Florence M. Walker. Timber
Press, Beaverton, Oregon, 1983. Cost: $12.95 U.S. 176 pages.

I think that all of us must sympathise with the plight of the
novice birdwatcher, if only because we all started out in that category
ourselves. The starting observer is faced with a confusing medley of
birds in & variety of plumages, of different ages, sexes and seasons.
We all haltingly advanced to competence by climbing over a mountain of
catastrophic misidentifications. Those of us who changed continents
did it twice.

Fortunately in North America we are now served by several good
bird guides. All essentially follow the classical approach; birds are
categorized according te their taxonomic position =~ warblers with
warblers, sparrows with sparrows - irrespective of actual plumage. To
succesd, one must be able te "put a bird into a family". And, on
occasion, this is not easy; I have many times seen the uninitiated
stumbling over Warbling or Philadelphia Vireos because they could not
guite reconcile what they saw with the pictures on the warbler pages of
their guides.

The present book attempis to remedy this by classifying birds not
by family, but by a series of features readily observed. These are
Size, Colour, Actions, Notes and Setting. First, one categorizes by
size, using a series of yardsticks (House Sparrow, American Robin,
etc. ). A1l "small" birds are listed together. These birds are
classified by colour, in a set sequence from brown to white; "medium"
birds follow, in the same colour sequence. The location of colours is
systematically dealt with, giving priority to the cap, followed by the
breast and other areas in a set seqguence. Following this broad method,
the novice is theoretically led to the species accounts where details
are given of Actions and Notes. Also provided is a small illustration,
a range-map (from which, incidentally, about half a million square
miles of Canada has disappeared into thin air), and a list of "look-
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alikes", i.e. confusible species. At the back are eight colour plates.

In evaluating a book of this type, the reviewer must ask two basic
questions. Firstly, does the fundamental concept of the book and its
approach have any value? Secondly, how does the actual performance of
the book stack up; how close does it come to attaining its stated
objectives? - the objectives being understood as helping the novice
identify birds.

With respect to the first, I would feel that the basic approach
may have a certain amount of merit but the dangers of confusion are
very major indeed. Inherent in the apprcach is the fact that males and
females are frequently seperated, as are young and old and spring and
fall. The concept of size as s guide teo identification is sxtremely
important but the artificial lumping together of total unlikes I feel
will tend to generate more confusion than clarity. Egually, the rigid
application of the Scans category technigue has the effsct of
separating cbvious relatives. Everybody, for example, birdwatcher or
not, knows what an owl looks like. Whereas in the classical approach
all the owls would be on one or two pages, making it sasy for the
nevice to make s choice from among the plotures, in the Scans key, the
owis are scattersd throughout the book by size. Thus ELf Owl comes
between Least Sandpiper and House Sparrow; Saw-whet between Common
Nighthawk and Sora; Burrowing between Common Snipe and Eastern
Meadowlark; and soc on. One might justifiably feel that this will do
little to help the novice over his problems.

Concerning the actual performance of the book, this reviewer has
concluded - regretfully, for no-one enjoys damning an honest effort -
that it is so poor as to make a negligible contribution to the art and
science of bird identification. There are a number of reasons for
this. By far the most important of these lies in the execrable
standard of the illustrations. Accepting that the use of half-tone
brings unavoidable limitations, the guality is nevertheless so poor as
to render them essentially useless. By way of a test, I showed three
warblers illustrated on page 40 - Yellow, Orange-crowned and Palm - to
& number of thoroughly competent field birdwatchers, none of whom
identified them correctly. Net only are plumage characters grossly
misrepresented but often the shapes of the birds have nc relation to
reality. The Spotted Sandpiper on page 51 for example, is not the
elegant 1little shorebird we know but more resembles a dubjously
maculate turnip trying to plant itself in the ground without the aid of
human hand. The colour illustrations are but little improvement.

Further, the descriptions are freqguently so sketchy as to be
unusable. Take, for example, the small shorebirds; after a cursory
description of Least Sandpiper, the other "peeps" are discussed thus:
Y"+wo other small sandpipers very similar, but neither has yellowish
legs. Western Sandpiper, black legs. Range cont. Semipalmated
sandpiper, faint wash on upper breast instead of streaks, black legs.
Range cont. - ex. West." Baird's and White-rumped Sandpiper are not
mentioned here at all but come as "look-alikes" to Spotted Sandpiper,
where they are described thus: "White-rumped Sandpiper and Baird's
{brown~-rumped) dotted throat and breast, white eye-line." I fear our
hypothetical novice will not get very far with this when faced with
what is one of the more difficult but routine identifications of fall
birdwatching.

Finally, the choice of "look-alikes" is usually reasonable and
logical but sometimes eccentric and at times downright bizarre.
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Consider Black-and-white Warbler for example. Most people would regard
the greatest danger of confusion as being the Blackpoll Warbler and, in
the West, Black-throated Grey Warbler. Not, however, with McKay's
Bunting, but that is exactly what appears on page 46, just as female
Snow Bunting is given as a "look-alike" for Brown Creeper on page 22.

Believing that the proof of the pudding is in the eating, while
giving bird-banding demonstrations this spring, I selected from the
audiences a number of intelligent, observant people who by their own
admission knew nothing about birds. Equipping some with the standard
field guides and others with the Scans Key, I presented them with a
variety of species, in the hand, to identify. Under  these
circumstances, with the new Peterson, most people quickly reached the
correct conclusions but with the Scans Key, rarely identified the birds
and then only after a prolonged time and with much prodding from me.

In short, this reviewer cannot in any honesty recommend the "Scans
Key to Birdwatching” as an aid to the confused novice; to do so would
be to ensure that he remain both a novice and confused.

David Brewer
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Requests for Information

The Canadian Wildlife Service, Ontario Region, is continuing its
program of colour-marking Common Terns at two colonies in the lower
Great Lakes to determine their post-breeding dispersal, migration
routes and winter range.

In 1981 adults were marked with orange wing-tags and chicks with
pink tags. Tags were put on both wings of all birds. All tags had
combinations of letters and numbers {the two tags on any pird each had
the same combination}). In addition, all birds received a metal legband
on one leg and a plastic legband (yellow with =& black horizontal
stripe) on the other leg.

in 1982 many of the adult tagged birds returned to their colonies
still carrying their tags. The tagged birds appeared fit and nested
normally. Most tags were still clearly legible and showed little wear.
In 1982 bright blue wing tags {(with black lettering} were put on adult
Common Terns and black tags (with yeliow lettering) on chicks just
prior to fledging.

In 1983 many terns tagged in 1981 and 1982 were back at their
colonies. in that year red wing tags (with yellow iettering) were put
on adult Common Terns and green tags (with yellow lettering) on chicks.

When you observe a tagged tern would you please report the date,
iscation, color of the tag, and, 1if possible, the number/letter
combination to: BANDING OFFICE, CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE,
HEADQUARTERS, OTTAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA, K1A OE7. All reports will be
acknowledged.

Information is needed on the population status of Blue-winged and

Golden-winged Warblers. As part of my dissertation research, I am
evaluating range and population changes of blue-wings and golden-wings
over the past 50-75 vyears. I am particularly interested in

corresponding with individuals who have kept sight and/or banding
records for these species at specific locales over a number of
years--esp. along the southern edge of the range of blue-wings and the
northern edge of golden-wing range. 1 would also appreciate general
comments about changes in the distribution and abundance of blue-wings
in Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, the Carolinas, and
Virginia, and the golden~-wings in Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Michigan, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine. Please send
information to TOM WILL, Natural Science Bldg., Unvi. of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, MI, 48109.




Between 25 June and 5 August, nestling CGyrfalcons were color leg-
banded in the Northwest Territories. Color bands were blue, black and
red anodized aluminum, 10 mm. wide. Up to 2 bands were placed on each
bird in addition to the standard FWS leg band. The leg (left, right})
and position (top, bottom) are significant. Please report all
observations to the Bird Banding Laboratory and to BOB BROMLEY, N.W.T.
Wildlife Service, Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife,
N.W.T., Canada, X1A 2LO (403-873-7178).
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING

Instructions to Authors

Although emphasis is placed on material of
interest to banders, manuscripts of articles or
short notes dealing with any aspect of ornithol-
ogy are welcomed. Manuscripts should be type-
written and double-spaced. Write with precision,
clarity and economy using the active voice. .
Tables and figures should be prepared on separate
sheets; do not rule tables. Never repeat the same
material in figures and tables; when either is
equally clear, a figure or graph is preferable.
Photographs should have good contrast for success-
ful reproduction. Identify figures, tables, and
photos on the back in pencil and by the same num~
ber in the space in the typescript where the item
should be placed. Type the titles on separate
papers. Refer to the list of literature cited by
author's name and year adding page only if nec-
essary from a large paper or book.

Contributors receive 25 reprints of their
articles free. Additional reprints are to be paid
for by the author and these must be ordered at
the time the manuscript is returned for proof-
reading. Information on the cost of reprints is
available from the editor.

Authorized as Second Class Mail by the Post
Office Department,Ottawa and for payment of
postage in cash.






