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IN MEMORIAM
HAROLD RICHARDS

Harold Richards, 2 longtims OBBA member and active bander,
died in Toronto of heart failure on 7 October 1983, Harcold was 2
strong supporter of the OBRA from its beginning and was also an
officer on its executive during several of the past ten yeasrs.
He was active as a bander for over 25 years, at his home in
Toronto and elsewhers in the Province,

Haroid was born on 25 August 19G7 and grew up in
Londesborough, Ontaric, a small town near Clinton in Huron
County, He attended norma!l school in  Toronte during the 1320°s
where he specialized in teaching. lUpon his graduatisn, he taught
for three vyears at schools in Ohsweken and Stroud before moving
to Toronto where he taught and worked for the next 286 years.
Uhile teaching in Streud, Harold met Gene Arnold, who wss then a
high school student in Lefroy. They were married six years later
in 1835, Harold was a Mathematics Specialist at several cole
tegtate hiah schools in Toronto and eventually became Vice
Principal and then Assistant Superintendent of Schools for the
East York Board of Education, He retired in 1572 and was then
able to devote more time to banding and other activities,

Harold's intersst in banding began 1in the 1950's when he
first accompanied ATF Bunker, Gord Lambert, Frank Smith and
sthers on  banding expeditions. #ist nets were not yet in wide
use and a variety of other methods had to be used to catch birds.
Banding outings freguently involved visits to colonial waterbird
colonies during the nestling period when large numbers of young
couid be banded, Searching for nests with young of banding age
in other habitats was also a common activity, in woods, special
handmade lightweight ladders were used to climb trees and reach
younyg in nests. In marshes and parks, padded wmuskrat fraps were
used to catch ducks.

Harold obtained his banding permit in 1956 and began band-
ing in his backyard and at waterbird colonies right away., Harold
had a special interest in colonfal waterbirds, He made annuyal
trips to coloenies in the Gravenhurst, North Bay and Brighton area
where he banded young and countad nests, His dedication to these
gctivities is shown by his over 25 years of consecutive visits to
High Bluff Island in Presqu’ile Provimcial Park to band gulls and
terns, Over half the birds he banded 1in his lifetime were her-
ons, gulls and terns.

Hareld was quite fearless when banding herons, Peter
Lockhart remembers the time when Harold was in the top of a 20m
tall dead pine holding on by only his legs and reaching over the
top of a bulky heron nest to grab the young herons by their legs
as they jabbed at him with their bills, To Harold it was the
repetition of an annual event but to Peter on the ground, it
tooked like it might be the last time,



Many noteworthy records resulted from his y
-

ears of banding.
He banded what was probably the first Cattle Egret
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in Ontaric at
a nest at Presqu’'ile Provincial Park in 1964, Mute Swan  he
banded a3 2 nestling was found dead several years later in

Burlington, He was particularly pleased when a Ping Siskin he
had banded was recovered later in Califernia. in total, Harold

banded over 135 species and over 40,000 individuals,

For Harold there was no greater pleasure than to see a
the 1 world at one of his banding
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In an zge when banders get involved in cooperativ
and  bird observatories Harold may have ssemed 3
El nigm, but in truth he was & bridg the
$ and the new, His enthusiassm for teaching and
U ned in either school and higs diligence in makin
ment to banding is to be admired,

His personal 1ife 2lse involved commitments to civic and
church organizations including the Masonic Ledge and the Unitad
Church, For the past several years, he volunteered at & local

soup kitchen for the nsedy,



Harold will be remembered for his generosity, dedication,
enthusiasm, and above all his warm spirit in his love for birds
and his ability to communicate this love to athers,

Farly in 1983, Harold submitted a paper to this journal
that he had written on winter finches. Following the usual
revisions and editing necessary to get the paper ready for
publication, it was accepted by the journmal, Although he died
before he could see it in print, he did see and approve the final
version that is printed in this issue.

-« Chris Risley




WINTER FINCHES IN TORONTO

Harold Richards!

Floods of finches attend bird feeders in Toronte in nost
winters, and I have taken advantagze of this by operating a redu-
lar banding station in my back yard since 1960, This article re-
rorts mostly on resulta of the paat ten years.

My banding station is at 37 Killdeer Cresent, close to the
geographical centre of Metropolitan Toronto, in a back yard 1 x
28 metres. Ten to twenty home-made Potter traps are constantly
baited, whather set or not. Two large feeders are also kerpt
filled, and suet logs are present. In an average vyear, finches
consume about one-third of the 250 Kg. of sunflower chips and 35
Kg. of shelled peanuts put out, 3u they are well paid for the in-
convenience of being Dbanded. Although trap-hours were not
recorded, feel confident that trapping time was nearly constant
from year to year. During winter, defined in this paper az No-
vember through May, the number of trapping days varies with
weather conditicons and bird observations in the vicinity of the
traps. My winter trapping days range from 4 to 27 per month, and
average about 12,

Results reported here are confined to the species most come
monly banded during 1972-82, namely: American Goldfinch (Car=~
duelis tristis), Pine Siskin (Carduelis pinus), and Common Red-
rell (Carduelis flammea). Eltnougn have banded 350 Purple
Finches {Carpodacus purgureus), impressive numbers have not heen
seen aince 1UBY, As well, Evening Grosbeaks (Hesperophona
vespertina) have not come in large numbers since the sarly 10503,
Tec date (March 20, 1983), I have banded 27 House Finches (Carpo-
dacus mexicanus), 21 of them in the summer of 1982,

Results

Table ! shows banding results for the past ten yeara, Gold~
finches always arrive, but tend te come in high numbers in alter-
nate years with 1580-8% being excepticnal in not showing higher
numbers. Siskins seem to be high every third vear, sometimes at
two-year intervals, while redpolls have come to my s3tation in
large onumbers only every fourth ygar. A& decision as to whether
or not these data illustrate population cycles would reguire data
from more stations over a much longer periocd.

. 37 &ilideer Creszcent, Toronto, ON MEG 247
[




Table 1

Annual Numbers of Finches Banded

Hinter Goldfinches Siskins Redpolls
1972-73 358 497 s}
1973-74 76 127 146
1974-75 623 196 1
1975-76 246 317 38
1976-77 495 Q 0
1977-78 160 347 1342
1978-79 410 ¢ 0
1679-80 186 2 0
1980~81 84 541 5
1981-82 50 59 810
Totals 2698 2094 2342
Table 2
1,2

hverage Numbers of Goldfinches Handled '’

When no Siskins When Siskins

Month were present were present
December 35 26
January 119 17
February 71 15
March 129 us
April 193 70
May 45 24
Totals 552 195

1. Banded or Retrapred.

2. Birds retrapped several times during
g month are counted only once. & bird re-
trapped on its banding day i3 not counted
as a retrap.



3anding and Handling Totals by Montn - Teneyear Avers ze‘

Species Sept., Oct. Hov. Dec. Jan. Fedb. Mar. Apr. May

1. Banded

Soldfinceh 3.1 3.2 3.8  20.3 52.0 35.6 556.5 33,0 17.4
Siskin 3 o 0 8.7 25.0 12.4 39,8 34,7 33.7
Redpoll 0 3 0 2 3.5 94,86 78.7 37.4 09
2. Banded and Retrapped

Soldfineh ~ 0.7 0.2 5.6 22.0 68,2 83,1 78.% 107.0 25.5
Siskin 3 0 o] 3.1 27.4 15,1 55,0 135.4 53,5
Redpoll 0 a3 0 0 3.7 102.2 93.7 7i.8%8 O

1. A bird caught several times in one day was counted only once.
An  individual retrapped was counted only once as a retrap in any
month.

Table 4

Median Dates of First and Last Banding

Species First Last
Goldfinch Dec. 8 May 7
Siskin Jan. 10 May 18
Redpoll Feb, 12 fpr, 13

Some birders feel that siskins are quarrelsome {Abraitys,
1975; Dennis, 1975}, and that goldfinches depart when siszkins ar-
rive. At my feeders the two species seem to tolerate each other
reasonably well, but Table 2 appears to support the theory that
siskins drive goldfinchesa away. However, when the numbers of
each species are plotted against each other on a daily basis for
a month in which both specles were pressnt and banded in similar
numbers, (Figure 1), it appears that there iz no clsar relation-
ship, either positive or negative, betwsen the two species.

The timing of arrival within a season varies amond the
species, as shown in Table 3. Goldfinches arrive earliest. They
atay well into May, as do the siskinas. Redpolls arrive latest,
and disappear by the end of April. Medizn dates of first and
last banding are given in Table 4.

Retraps (birds recaptured {n the same winter as they w: ‘e
banded) are summarized in Table 5. First, the finches make a
reascnably long winter visit to our area, and are ot just spend-
ing a few days a3z they pass through. The numbers in Table 5 are
smaller for redpolls than for the other species, but this is
largely because their visit {3 wmuch shorter - three months on



average as compared to six months for goldfinches and five for
siaskins. The shorter vigit reduces the opportunity for being
cavght again. Second, the bdirds do not appear to be urset Dby
banding, as they return rereatedly to the traps.

Some mortality has occurred  as a3 result ‘of banding and
although [ have not kept exact records, I am confident it is well
below 1% of birds banded, not 3 serious rate although certainly
ragrettable. The main mortality factor i3 predators, =2specially
Horthern Shrikes and American Kestrels, attacking trapped birds
which come too olose to the sides of the trap.,  Fourtsen gold-
finches, four siakina, and one redpoll have been killed in this
manner since 1963, This mortality can be somewhat mitidated by
conatant vigilance over the traps, Although a poor consolation,
it is often possible to catch the predator by immediately reset-
ting the trap with the victim as bdait.

On ¥May 14, 1972, a Common Grackle and a siskin were trapped
aimultaneocusly; the grackle killed the siskin.

20+

Numbers of Goldfinches
\Q\

Numbers of Siskins

Flgure l: Daily nusmbers of American Goldfinches
and Pine 8iskins banded, Jaouary, 1976.



Table 5

Retraps of Finches Banded 1972-82
and Recaptured in Zame Winter

Humber of Times

Retrapped Goldfinches Siskins Redpolils
1 374 408 255
2 103 173 34
3 28 7 14
4 g 35 o]
5 8 g 2
& 4 3 ¢
7 g 3 8]
8 0 4 0
g 1 g Q

¥ of total banded
which were retrapped 19,5 14,1 12.9
at least once

Average no. of times 1.6 1.7 1.2
retrapped
Av. no. days between 36.5 31,1 17,1
captures
Max, days between 145 150 56
captures
Table 6

Returns of Banded Goldfinches
in Winters Subsequent te That of Banding

Humber of Returnsg Number of Winters After Banding
79 1
34 2
6 3
1 4
2 5
1 7
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Oceasionally, birds are caught by the neck under the des-
cending door of a Potter trap. One of each of the three zpecies
has been kKilled in this manner while many others that have been

pinned apparently recover fully as indicated by later retrarps.

I have not encountered any finches with burrowing mites
pox.

foot

cr

Since the beginning of 1960 I have banded 4144 goldfinches.
Of these, 123 (nearly 3%) have returned. “Return" indicates a

bird retrapped by me during a winter subsequent to the winter
which it was banded. These are tabulated in Table 5. The ol

in
g

est, banded as a HY bird December 20, 1974 and retrapped November

11, 1937 had lived at least seven years.

The returns appear to confirm that Middleton's (1974) method

of ageing male goldfinches is valid. The sscond-year birds sti
wore the white spot at the base of the primaries, but in thir
year birds 1t had disappeared. There wss one exception: a ma

11
d=
le

with a white spot in HY which 3till had it three winters later.

dhen it was retrapped the following vesr, the spot was gone,

T

3

sbie 8

[

Retraps of Birds Banded Elsewhere

Bird / Band Banded Recovered Where Banded / Bander
Goldfinch 01-26=71 12=10=72 Guelph, Ont.
12329098 A.L.A, HMiddleton
Goldfinech 05-10-72 04-07-73 Binghamton, N.Y.
1290=61113 Mrs, J. 4, Coderman
Goldfinch 12-14-76 02-11=78 Guelph, Ont.
1470-01958 A.L.A., Middleton
Goldfinch 122877 0h-17=-T79 Guelph, Ont,
TRTO=-02214 Tonil Salvadori
Goldfinch 31-21=-7§ O4=17=-79 Guelph, Ont.
1480-76397 Toni Salvadori
Siskin 082271 33-25=T72 Clover Bar, Alta.
103414875 £.7. Jones
Sizakin 0P=12-T72 G5-13-72 Raleigh, Horth Carolina
1220-57573 0. Duffield
Siskin OU-24-TH 04-30-78 Lennhartsville, Penn.
120-98478 J.J. Brett
Redpoll 03=-15-70 G3=01-T72 Winnipeg,-Man.
120-50345 L.T. Simmons
Goldfineh! ' 05-02-79
145027492
Goldfinech 02-08-77

1300-28592

1. No reply from Bird Banding Laboratory.
2. Band reported as put on a Yellcw Warbler.

12



Figure 2: Locations of band encounters of
American Goldfinches » FPime Siskiss and
Common Redpolls { o = goldfinch banded by
author; *= siskin banded by author; =2 =
siskin banded elsewhere and retrapped by
author: o= giskin banded elsewhere and
retrapped by author; * = redpoll banded
elsehwere and retrapped by author; 1. is
Guelph, ON. where & goldfinches and 2
siskins banded by  author have been
retrapped.

13
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PEPt and encountered there in less than 30 days.

The following codes from the Bird ng Manual are usad in
Table 1:

Sex Present Condition
AHY - ¥ -« Male 00 = Unknowuwn
HY F - Female 33 - Desd
L= U = Unknown U5 = Dead
06 - Released alive
07 - Helesszed alive

How Obtained 10 - Alive in castivity
30 - Found dead
33 ~ Caught due to injury
12 - LCaught by cat
13 - Caught due to striking statioensry object
T4 - Struck by car
k5 « Found dead on highway
52 « Band read by telescope
39 ~ Trapped and released
98 - Band number obitained, no further informatiosn
Column 2 : Age.
Column 31 : Sex,
Columns 8 and 9 : Distance (in kilometres) end direction fram
banding location.
Columns 10 znd 11 @ How obtalned znd  pressnt  condition resgsce
tively.

Thers are 2 nusmber of intereszting recoveriez and forelgn ree-
traps in Table 7. Therse iz not very much to be learnsd from the
first two recoveries because the dates give little indication asx

16



Table 1

PEPt Observatory: 1932 Band Encounters
Banded Recovered
Band No. 2 3 Date Location Date Location 3 g 101
Recoverles
Ringebilled Gull
?5§—535§§ LU 81/06/11 Pigeon I. g2/04 7 ttawa, ON 160 NNE 98 O
~14687 L U §1/06/711 " 81/09/02 3Ste.Petroville,PQ 500 NE 00 O
Common Tern
BY2-R8075 L U T8/06/15 Ice I. 8§2/06/28 Gull Island B0 SE 00 O
Saw-whet Owl
THETATTEGSTTHY M 80/10/03 PEPY §2/02/22 Watertoun, NY 80 £ 03 1
~14467 AHY U BO/10/29 " B7/04/1% Greece, NY 140 83w H5 O
-26343 HY ¥ 81/10/04 " 81/11/27 £. Seaville, HJ 560 SSF 45 O
-275Y7 HY U 81/10/17 " 81/10/18 Camden Fast 50 N 13 €
-2770% AHY ¥ B1/10/30 ® 81/11/09 Pt. Au Baril, ON 330 N4 14 C
27738 HY ™ 81/11/03 " 82/05/02 Preston, Conn, 450 SE 00 C
-3071% HY U 82/10/26 " §2/11/14 PEPL - e 00 <
Brown Creeper
TEUT=7959% HY U 81/09/19 w 82/05/2% Port Hope, OH 110 4 12«
Magnolia Warbler
TH10= 65 H U 79/08/21 “ 82/05/725% Ann Arber, Yich 630 489 00 1
Foreign Retraps
Ring-billed Gull
405657 LU 77/06/18 Pigeon I, 81/05/725 Leslie Spit, ON 210 W8d 52 ¢
~36232 LU 78/08/722 " 81/06/08 " " ¥ 89 <
~06398 L U 78/06/22 w 81705721 " " fo52 (
=07442 LU 77/06/14 " 81705719 " # # 3G 7
805-52001 L U 78/06/22 w 81/06/09 " # w52
Sawewhet Owl
TET4IPEZRT AHY F 81/10/03 PEPL 82710/23 Toronts, ON 210 WSW 39 ¢
~26354 HY U 81/10/04 " 21/10/25 Grosse Ile, Mich. 480 WSW 13
1093-58740 dY F 80/10/27 Long Pt., ON 82/10/23 PEPL 320 NE 89 {
Selitary Vireo
§9§-§§;1§ 0 U B1/09/27 PEPt 82/05/23 Fredonia, NY 300 sSW 89 ¢
Common Hedroll
2086730 Z -« 82/02/27 Henderson,NY 82/04/04 Yingston, ON THE NW 39
Returns
Saw-whet 0wl
TETUTIET0T AHY F 81/09/29 PEPL 32/10/23 PEPt 89 ¢
-26191 HY F 81/09/30 " 82/10/232 " 39
~J4gue  HY U 79/10/37 " B2/10/26 " 39
douse Finch
330-552056 HY 4 81/08/06 Kingston 32/04/16 Kingston 29

17
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Lo where th youni #ulls would eventiLally
ever, since e remaining five Fing-billed
at Leslie Spi Torgnto durinz the ea
time wWere adults, there i3 a1 clear ind ha an:
is at least one source of the Ring-billed i that <3 in
the new coloniss at Leslie Spit. It was because Dr, Hans Rlok-
roel (4ildlife Biologist with the Canadian Wildlife Serviecs) was
studying the gull population there to determine the source of
Zulls coming to nest that he was reading band numbers b5y t
scope and also trapping banded birds at or near nests.

The Common Tern banded on Ice Island was found dead 4 vyaars
later quite close to its original hatching place.

The most interesting of the Sawe-whet Owl recoveriss and
foreign retraps are those in the first pericd of sigratory moves
ment after banding and befors return misration. These owls,
numbers 6148.26343, 26354, -27517, =27709 were all found within
at least 23 days of banding. From these band recoveries we learn
the directicn in which the birds were moving from PEPL nmut not
the exact route that they were taking. It might be hoped that
four owls from the same banding sesson encountesred 3o soon after
banding in the autumn would all show that the direction of their
movements was more or less the same bubt this was not the case.,
Owl 618-27517 was found the very next day dus north of PEPL where
it had s2truck a stationary obiect. It was brought te it Chubb
gt Avian Care and Research Foundation but in spite of first aid
the bird died. Owl B18-27709, struck by a car 10 days after
banding, was about 330 um. NW on the edge of Georgian Bay. How
do we account for two of our owls going north in the autumn after
banding? The remalning two behaved as might be expectsd by zoing
south, one 3E to New Jersey and the ather SW to Michigan, 23 davs
to Mew Jersey and 21 daya to Michizan.

Owl 1093-58780, bvanded at Long Point, was trapped and
releaged at PEPL the following autumn. What we don't know about
this bird is whether it went through PEPL uncaught in 198% before
being caught at Long Point and, in 1982, we don't know whethar it
€33 once more on its way to Long Point when trapped at PEPEL or
whether this was the [irst time it had come our way. At leaat
under Returns we have 3 Saw-whebs which have used the zame route
in subsequent years - gne of them 3 years after the first bande
ing. :

It is always s cause for celebration when we have racoverisess
of some of the small passerines. All of those above are ine
teresting because the chances of hearing anything again of small
birds i3 remote. Two of them were banded at PEPt in the previous
autumn but all three, Brown Creeper, Sclitary Vireo and “agnolia
darbler, were resturning north on spring migration out all to the
west of Kingston. This is too little evidence on which to base
the conclusion that these birds use a more easterly route in au-
tumn and in spring @ more westerly one. At lesst thes Port Ho
location for the Brown Creeper i3 reasonably close to the path
must have been taking in the autumn, when it left PEPH, Up
the time the Magnolia WYarbler was found dezd it had survive
three journeys south and wazs on its third return trip from cossi
oly as far south as Panama, the limit of its winter range, Only
a few remain in winter as far north ag the Gulf states tha
U.3.

ot opseTy {
or R

ok O v

Although a number of House Finches w
during 1932, only one was actually tra
We believe that all those seen here with
banded in Kingston in 1980-82;




Northern Saw-whet Owl Studies

at PEPt in 1982

Ron Weir'

¥orthern Saw-whet Owls, Aegolius acadicus, were netted at
Prince Edward Point for the eighth consecutive autumn. Socre 437
were banded ralsing the cumulative bandings there to 3182 since
1975, In addition this sutumn, one bird was netted wearing a
foreign band, Ho. 1093-58740 and three Sirds were caught wearing
old bands put on at PEPL - 2 in 1981 and 1 in 1979, Coverage was
maintained on 24 nights between September 18/10 and Novembar 6/7;
12 were lost to raiv and 11 lost to unfavorable winds. The con-
trol sites used for nets in previocus yesrs were azgain uvased to al-
low a comparison of the owl migration between vears and betwesen
sites.

The distribution by age for 1982 is given in Table 1.,

Table 1
Age Distribution N. Saw-whet Owls 1R
AHY 2uL 55.5%
HY C194 44,5
U 1
Total Gyt 100.0%

A hatching year (HY) bird is known to be in the first calendar
year of 1life and is identified 5y uniformly colored and unworn
light feathers. After hatching year (AHYS includez any bird
kaown  to be in a calendar year after its first and is jdentified
by the presence of two-tone colored fiiaght feathers,

The timing of the catch was slightly later compared with th
seven year average. About 50% had passed throuzh PEPt October 1

2
5

T. 294 tlmwood Street, Lingston, ON K74 2YR
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{norm: October 11) and 75% by Octover 21 (norm: October 13).
contrast to the record year of 1931 when there were 11 ni
whan more that 25 owls were caught, Ethis autumn saw B}
nights, viz. 1 x 84 owls, 1 x 383, ' x 37, 1 x 56, 1 x 34,
30. The Dwl Index for the 1982 work is shown in Table 2. n
Index corrects for net area and for the number of nights that
nets were opened.

Ir
Ihts
3UC

1
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Table 2

N, Saw-whet Owl Indexl 1982

Site Tndex No. of owls caught
All sites 14,1 TR
Cedar 4Yoods 12.8 179
Traverse(TR) 3.7 59
Traverse(TA) 17.7 101
HWA sign 19.9 87
Age Group Index Ho. of owls caught
AHY(all sites) 7.81 244
HY(all sites) 6.28 196

1. Owls per 1000 square metrez of net
per night.

&4 comparison of the Index for each year since 1976 for con=-
trol sites only is presented in Table 3. These sites are the
Cedar Woods and Traverse.

Table 3

. Saw-whet Owl Index for Control Sites:
Cedar Woods and Traverse

1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1931 1982

AHY 4.7 3.3 3.6 3.6 8.4 8.6 7.0
HY 8.7 7.9 2.4 4.1 8.3 11.6 4,0
A1l Owls 9,4 11,2 6.0 7.7 1.7 20.2 12.9

1976 - 1981 average 1982

AHY 5.4 (4.701] to 1980) 7.0

HyY 6.5 (5.5 to 1930) 5.0

1. Note misprint of 3.7 in Ontario
Bird Banding 1981, 14(3): page 18,
Table 3.




T2n banders worked one or more nights and were assisted by
52 nelrers including the 12 «ingston Junior Naturalists who hit
the jackpot on the night of October 15 when 33 Sawewhet Cwls wera

a
vanded. Another 103 visitors signed in. Amonz these were 75
Cubs, Scouts and Sirl Guides from the Bloomfisld and Picton areas
and students from MacDonald College {(Montreal).

Thanks are due to the Canadian Wildlife Service for parmig-
sion  to carry cut the work in the National Wildlife Ares and far
financial assistance in rurchasing nets.
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Waterfowl Banding

On Ambherst Island

Rick Tait!

The joint waterfowl banding project between the Amherst
Wildlife Foundation and the Kingston Field Naturalists was con-
tinued in 1982. 7This marks the eighth year that the duck trap
has been in operation and gives us eight seasons of continuous
data from this area.

A% in the past years the 5m x 2m lily-pad trap was located
in a shallow lake-side pond o¢n the southwest tip of Amherst 18-
land. The trap was erected on July 24 and operations continued
unitil September § when all baiting must stop by law. Some U6H6
ducks of 5 species and 1 hybrid were banded this year. A Dbreak-
down of these is shown in Table 1.

Table 1
Species Number Banded
dood Duck 3
Greenwwinged Teal 127
Black Duck 3
Mallard 29
Black x Mallard 1
Blue~winged Teal 303
Total 466

This year the totals show that Blue-winged Teal was the most
commonly encountered species as opposed to the Mallard in crevi-
ocus years., We have not yet come to any conclusions as to the
reason for the apparent drop in the number of Mallards trapred in
1982. The trap location and design were identical to rast years.
The bait, whole corn was the same. Other stations in the area
did not seem to show the same trap bias for teal. Mallards were
seen in the vicinity of the trap in average numbers, but d4id not
readily come to the trap to feed.

T7F.0. Box 831, Kingston, Od¥. K7L H4X6
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Another 86 recoveries were received from the banding office
making the data collected from this station even more complete.
Of general interest i3 a Black Duck that wag banded as an  AHY 4
in 1976 and retrapped in December of 1982, making this bird at
least 3 years old.

Information gathered over these last eight years is showing
that Amherst Island is an important breeding and staging area for
waterfowl in eastern Ontario.
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Review

The Rare Breeding Birds of Ontaric

by Paul F.J. Eagles and John D. McCauley. University of Waterloo
Biology Series Number 24, Waterloo, Ontaric. 1982. 26 pp.

Obtainable from: Department of Biology, University of Waterloo,
Waterloo, Ontarioc, NZL 361

The word, rare, as it apprlies to animal or plant species i
difficult to define and has different interpretations to dif-
ferent pecple. To a bird watcher, it means apecies for which
anly a few individuals can be seen in 3 day. To peorle concerned
with the status of bird populations, it meanz sapescies that are
few in number bul neot few encugh for them to be called threatened
or endangered. These different usages have led to much debate
and sometimes confusion about what i3 or isn’t a rare species.
This publication by two environmental bislogizts who alss  happen
tos be bird-watchers attempts to shed some light on the zubject by
examining the term "rare speciea™ and proposing a list of rare
breeding species for Ontaric (they include species which are
threatened or endangered with thias list). While it is aimed pri-
marily at those interested in bird populations it will be of in=-
terest to bird-watchers a3 well.

In this publication, the suthors propose a list of 77 rare
breeding species for Ontario. The list is based on an examina-
tion of nest record card information and the knowledge of region-
al observers of the 283 apecies that are known to breed in the
crovince., A brief write-up on easch specles categorizes them into
rarity classes, lists recent references %to the specles and
discussgsesn known breeding locations and abundance information.
Included on the list are speciez that most of usz would reccgnize
28 rare breeding birds in Ontaric ~ the Peregrine Falcon, Piping
Plover, Chuck-will's-widow or Prothonotary Warbler -~ as well as
ones that might be considered by =zome to be uncommon rather that
rare - Sandhill Crane, Bobwhite or Caroclina 4dren.

Several features of the rpublication are wuseful. In the
firast section an overview of the subject is presented including
discuasions on the need for rarity lists, various ways of defin-
ing rarity and the methods used in formulating this list. One
important aspect of rarity that is mentioned is the need for us
to be concerned with all rare species that are found in our pro-
vince, even those that may be more common in ancther area. F
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Overall, while I recommend this publication for thoss who
want to know aboub some of the rare breeding bird species of On-
tario, I don't consider it to be the last word on the subisct.
Perhaps when these authors or others asttempt t6 revise the list
in the future, more effort can be dirscted to developing an ex-
glicit definition of rarity and using it in selecting species.
This would, I hope, lessen the debate over the 1ist because it
would then be clear how species were chosen. In addition, it
would be helpful to use more ragional observers or cheakiist ine-
formation when collecting data for the list. This will be par-
ticularly important in areas with few observers. Finally, as the
authors peint oub, the Ontaric Breeding Bird Atlas will prove to
be very useful in updsting the 1list since it will rressnt 2
unique set of systematic data on the breeding of the entire pro-
vince.

Chris Risley
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Requests for Information

AMERICAN KESTRELS are being banded with colored and FWS Bands in
southwestern Ontario, with up to twe bands per leg. CLolors are
white, red, yellow, orange, light and dark green, and llght and
dark blue, If a marked Xestrel is seen, please note sex, loca-
tion, date, colors and relation to each other. Include leg and
band number., Please send information to Bird Banding Office,
Canadian Wildlife Service, Ottaws, Ontaric, KiA 0ET7.

AS PART OF 4 STUDY of winter densities of raptors, Red-tailed
Hawks have been marked with yellow patagial markers. Information
is sought on migration routes and breeding grounds. If sishted,
information on age class, marker number , and which wing is marked
will be appreciasted. Please notify the Bird Banding Office,
Laurel, ®D 20708 and DAVID JENNINGS, Inst. of Ecelogy, Univ. of
Georgia, Athens, GA 30602,

AMERICAN HOUGH-LEGGED HAWKS were wingemarked in south-sgatern
Idaho in winter 1931-82 and 1982-831 as part of an ecological
study ef this species. Birds carry srange patagial markers bear-
ing a letter and number code. Observers are asked to record lo-
cation, date, and code if posaible and send the report to  the
Bird Banding Laboratory and to JIN WATSON, Dept. of Biol., Monta=
na State Univ., Bozeman, MT 59717.

27






ONTARIO BIRD BANDING
Instructions to Authors

Although emphasis iz placed on material of
interest to banders, manuscripts of articles or
short notes dealing with any aspect of ornithol-
ogy are welcomed. Manuscripts should be type-
written and double-spaced, Write with precision,
clarity and economy using the active voice, .
Tables and figures should be prepared on separate
sheets; do not rule tablez. Never repeat the same
material in figures and tables; when either is
equally clear, a figure or graph is preferable.
Photographs should have good contrast for success-
ful reproduction. Identify figures, tables, and
photos on the back in pencil and by the same nume
ber in the space in the typescript where the item
should be placed. Type the titles on separate
papers. Refer to the list of literature cited by
author's name and vear adding page only if nec-
essary from a large paper or book.

Contributors receive 25 reprints of their
articles free., Additional reprints are to be paid
for by the author and these must be ordered at
the time the manuscript is returned for proof-
reading. Information on the cost of reprints is
available from the editor.

Authorized as Second Class Mail by the Post
Office Department,Ottawa and for payment of
postage in cash.






