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ACTIVITIES OF THE OTTAWA

BANDING GROUP, 1982

Joanne Dean!

Last winter some of the Ottawa banders got together to form
2 new group, the Ottawa Banding Group. This new group was set up
to: 1. document the status and distribution of birds within the
Ottawas area, 2. provide training in banding and related scien-
tific disciplines, 3. co-ordinate and organize banders and pro-
jects within the Ottawa area, &, further publiec interezt and
gnouwledge of birds, and 5. operate a bird observatory within the
Ottaws srea.

In this, the first vear of operation of the group, banding
was carried out at feeders during the winter and at Innis Point
on the Ottawas River during the rest of the season. In the sum-
mer , banding of shorebirds was slsc attempted. The number of
each species banded in each program is given in Table 1.

Winter Feeder Uperation

During the winter of 1981/82 we banded 1,456 birds at two
baokyard feeders from December through April. Of the birds band~
ed most were redpolls, 1,338 were Common Redpolls (32 of the Hos-
trata subspescies) and 7 were Hoary Redpolls {Table 1). Twe Com-
mon Fedpolls were caught that had been originally banded in Hew
York State eariier in the season. The redpolls did not appesr to
stay at one feeding statlion all year round but moved around the
city from time to time (see Figure 1). A total of 81 redpolls
were recaught at the same feeder, 60 were caught within one month

of their original banding and 21 after & month. It was of in-

terest that the birds that were caught at least a month after
their original banding had not been seen in the time between;
whether they had remained at the feeder or whether they had moved
elsgunere and then returned is unknown.
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This winter, the feeder banding will continue although the
number of birds caught is not expected to be as high as last
winter due to the fact that redpolls do not usually "invade® Ot~
tawa every year, The operation will expand this year as there
are more licensed banders and it is hoped that five fseder sta-
tions will be ocovered. Special emphasis will be placed on one
feeder close to Innis Point where it is hoped that some chicka-
dees originally banded at Innis Point will be caught. Already
this winter there have been several iInteresting recaptures. One
Downy Woodpecker was caught that had been banded in dJanuary of
1980 at a feeder a mile from the present one. Four Black-capped
Chickadees were caught that had been banded last year, all on the
same day at the same feeder,

Innis Point

This year the Ottawa Banding Group evaluated Innis Point as
& potential site for a permanent banding statiorn in the Ottawa
area. Innis Point was chosen as it is situated on the north side
of Shirleys Bay, one of Ottawa's better birding spots, 30 km.
west of Ottawa centre along the south shore of the Ottawa River.
Innis Point i{s cwned by the Department of Communications. Access
i3 restricted which has meant that nets can be left up all season
with little disturbance.

The nets were first set in the middie of April but it was
not until May 1 that they were opened on a daily basis. This was
due to the assistance given by the National Capital Commission
and later the Canada Youth Summer Employment Program. In October
the nets were opened mostly on weekends but as the number of
birds caught drastically decreased after the first week, the sta-
tion was again not operated on a regular basis. The number of
nets set varied from 12 to 36 depending on the number of birds
being caught and the manpower available. The nets were shifted a
lot this season as more was learnt about where the birds were
moving and concentrating. Table 2 shows the number of birds
caught per 2 week pericd during the 1982 banding season at Innis
Point,

The spring migration was disappointing both in the number of
birds caught and the rnumber of migrants in the Ottawa area in
general. The number of birds caught in Jurne was larger than ex-
pected and retraps at this time appeared to show that many birds
banded in May were summer residents. In July, large numbers of
young birds were caught and it seemed that species which had rnot
bred in the scrubland in the immediate vicinity of the nets had
moved into the net area. The small concentrations of swallows on
the wires at the point boosted the numbers caught. Nearly all
the Tree Swallows that were banded were moulting. The number of
migrants caught during the fall fluctuated drastically showing
that the number of birds caught during the migration in this area
is very weather-dependent. An examination of the age ratios of
the warblers caught (Table 3) gave a high percentage of immature
birds which is thought to be more indicative of a coastal banding
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station rather than an inland station.

Perhaps of greatest interest was the large number of chicka-
dees caught. Apparently most of the chickadees caught in May were
migrants as only 3 of the 86 banded were recaught at least one
week later.. Boreal Chickadees were caught among the flocks and
one Black-capped Chickades wasz caught that had been banded in
Ohio in February, 1982. In late September and October the number
of chickadees caught was again increasing but whether these were
local birds or migrants is unknown. Innis Point may show 3 regu-
lar movement of chickadees each year but only another season's
coverage will indicate if this is the sase.

Although Innis Point is not the best concentration spoy  for
migrants in the Obttawa area, the relatively large number of birds
caught throughout the summer warrants at lesst another year's
coverage. We hope the spring migration will be better in the Ot-
tawa area next year.

Plans were made to test the Saw-whet Owl movement during Oc-
tober but unfortunately due to lack of facilities and qualifisd
support we were unable to carry cubl this venture,

Shorebirds

Ottawa is not a very important staging area for shorebirds,
Small concentrations can be found at some of the sewage lagoons,
Shirleys Bay and beaches along the (Ottawa River. This year a few
attempts were made to capture some at Obttawa Beash and Hayoorok
Island (Shirleys Bay). Unfortunately the water level of the Ot
tawa River dropped lower than it had been in other years during
August and the shorebirds spread all over the Ottawa area on the
exposed mud flats that are not usually available. Innis Point is
not a good area for shorebirds as the exposed shoreline iz all
limestone. In five evenings' banding with ¥ nets a total of 90
shorebirds were caught (see Table 1). This is not tos bad ocon-
sidering the number of birds in these spots at the time. The one
“yellow semi” (a color-marked Semipaimated Sandpiper from the
Canadian Wildlife Service shorebird-banding project in James Bay)
that was seen bounced cut of the net 30 rno band number was ob-
tained.

Ducks

In co-operation with the Canadian Wildlife Service, Quebsc
Region, the Ottaws Banding Group participated in the Ottawz River
Duck Banding Project, 1982, Duck traps were set in Shirleys Bay,
Brittania and Stoney Swamp from July 11 to October 10 and in the
Mer Bleue from September 10 to October 10. Of the six stations
operated along the Ottawa River, Ottawa was the most successful
in capturing Black Ducks. In total 1,492 Mallards, 689 Black
Ducks, 112 Black X Mallard Hybrids, 294 Wood Ducks, 156 Blue-
winged Teal, ¥ Green~-winged Teal and 12 Pintails were banded in
the Ottawa area. A full report of the project can be obtained



from Pierre Dupuls, Canadian Wildlife Service, Quebec Regilon. It
is expected that this project will continue next year and it is
hoped that the incubating female Wood Ducks from the boxes set up
by the Ottawa Duck Club in the Shirleys Bay area will be banded
in the spring.

Conclusion

Overall we think that ocur first year of operation was suc-
cessful and extremely interesting in all aspects. We still have
a lot to learn and many problems to resoclve but we intend to con-
tinue our work and look forward eagerly to a second year of
operation.

Y



Number of Birds Banded in Each

Table 1

of the Ottawa Banding Group,

Project
1982

Number Caught in Each Project, 1982

Winter Winter

Feeder Innis Shore- Back- Feeder
Species 81/82 Point birds yard 82/83 Total
Sharp~-shinned Hawk 3 3
Semipalmated Plover 9 9
Killdeer 1 1
American Woodcock L} L]
Common Snipe 1 1
Spotted Sandpiper 21 3 24
Lesser Yellowlegs 2 2
Least Sandpiper 32 32
Semipalmated Sandpiper 56 56
Mourning Dove 2 1 3
Black-billed Cuckoo 12 12
Whip-poor-will 2 2
Belted Kingfisher 2 2
Common Flicker 22 22
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 1
Hairy Woodpecker 3 13 1 6 23
Downy Woodpecker 1 27 2 4 34
Eastern Kingbird 17 17
Great-crested -Flycatcher 21 21
Eastern Phoebe 17 7
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 6 6
Traill's Flycatcher 17 17
Least Flycatcher 130 130
Eastern Wood Pewee 15 15
Empidonax species 2 2
Tree Swallow 245 2H5
Bank Swallow 48 48
Barn Swallow 109 109
Cliff Swallow 1 1
Blue Jay 25 2 4 31
Black-capped Chickadee iy 285 . 23 67 419
Boreal Chickadee 3 3
White-breasted Nuthatch 2 11 2 8 23
Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 5 1 8
Brown Creeper 2 30 1 1 34
House Wren 2 2
Winter Wren 5 5
Gray Catbird 111 11
Brown Thrasher 17 17
Amer ican Robin 8 112 16 136
Wood Thrush 8 8
Hermit Thrush 1 5 6 12
Swainson's Thrush 20 4 24



Number Caught in Each Project, 1982

Winter Winter
Feeder Innis Shore~ Back- Feeder
Species 81/82 Point birds yard 82/83 Total
Gray-cheeked Thrush 2 2
Veery 20 20
Golden~crowned Kinglet 68 68
Ruby=~crowned Kinglet 3 197 1 201
Water Pipit . 2 2
Cedar Waxwing 167 167
Starling Y T 2 3 16
Solitary Vireo 31 31
Red-~eyed Virec 42 1 43
Philadelphia Vireo 5 5
Warbling Vireo 22 22
Black-and~White Warbler 36 36
Tennessee Warbler 27 2 29
Orange-crowned Warbler 2 2
Nashviile Warbler 98 98
Northern Parula 3 3
Yellow Warbler 246 1 247
Magriolia Warbler 95 1 96
Cape May Warbler 1 1
Black~throat. Bl. Warbler 7 7
Myrtle Warbler 1 173 174
Black-throat. Gr. Warbler 26 26
Blackburnian Warbler 7 7
Chestnut-sided Warbler 17 17
Bay~breasted Warbler LL 4y
Blackpoll Warbler 19 19
Pine Warbler 3 3
Palm Warbler 5 5
Ovenbird 59 59
Northern Waterthrush 23 23
Mourning Warbler 8 8
Common Yellowthroat 33 1 34
Wilson's Warbler 13 13
Canada Warbler 15 15
American Redstart 29 29
House Sparrow 12 1 6 35 54
Bobolink 1 1
Eastern Meadowlark 1 1
Northern Oriole 17 17
Red~winged Blackbird 6 195 3 204
Common Grackle 2 22 24
Brown-headed Cowbird 12 1 13
Scarlet Tanager 6 6
Cardinal 2 1 3
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 78 78
Indigo Bunting 8 8
Evening Grosbeak 16 1 17
Purple Finch 12 12



Number Caught in Each Project, 1982

Winter Winter

Feeder Innis Shore- Back- Feeder
Species 81/82 Pocint birds yard 82/83 Total
Pine Grosbeak 3 3
Hoary Redpoll 7 7
Common Redpoll 1338 1338
Pine Siskin 3 3
American Goldfinch 38 38
Savannah Sparrow 18 18
Vesper Sparrow 1 1
Dark-eyed Junco 64 78 17 13 172
Tree Sparrow 2 & 8
Chipping Sparrow 17 i 18
Field Sparrow 1 11 12
White~crowned Sparvow 19 19
White-throated Sparrow 207 a 1 216
Lincoln's Sparrow 6 &
Swamp Sparrow 12 i2
Song Sparrow 12 2337 3 252
Totals 1456 4068 1033 107 147 5881
Number of Species 24 97 6 24 133 107
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Table

3

Percentage of Age Ratios of All Warblers Banded
Percentage S SRR

at Innis Point,

138

Percentage of Total
Species AHY HY U Caught
Black-and~White Warbler 17.4 78.3 4.3 23
Tennessese Warbler 25.0 75.0 20
Orange-crowned Warbler 100.0 1
Hashville Warbler 26.4 72.2 1.4 72
Northern Parula 100.0 2
Magrnolia Warbler 3.8 90.0 1.2 80
Cape May Warbler 100.0 1
Black-throat. Bl. Warbler §0.0 606.0 5
Yellow-rumped Warbler 5,5 35.5 156
Black~throat. Gr. Warbler 92.0 3.0 25
Blackburnian Warbler 100.0 6
Chestnut-sided Warbler 100.0 12
Bay-breasted Warbler 7.5 2.5 1o
Blackpoll Warbler 7.7 92.3 13
Pine Warbler 100.0 1
Palm Warbler 100.0 5
Ovenbird 5.9 90.2 3.9 51
Northern Waterthrush 15.8 73.7 10.5 19
Mourning Warbler 100.0 5
Common Yellewthroat 4.8 95.2 21
Wilsan's Warbler 66.7 33.3 3
Canada Warbler 12.5 75.0 12.5 8
Amer ican Redstart 33.3 6.7 15
Yellow Warbler 8.0 91.5 0.5 118
Totals 3.5 88.9 1.6 172
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VINEMOUNT RAPTOR BANDING STATION

1981 REPORT

1
Bruce W. Duncan

This is the first report from the Vinemount Raptor Banding
Station. Previous years' results (1977-1980) have been included
in the Hawk Cliff, Ontarioc Annual Reports (Field & Field, 1979,
19808, 1980b) as the Vinemount Statiorn had been operating under
the Hawk Cliff banding permit. In 1981, Vinemount was organized
under my permit and became independent, at least in name, from
Hawk C1iff. Hawk Cliff banders along with their trapping equip~
ment were invaluable during the 1981 spring hawk flight.

The Viremcunt Raptor Banding Staticn is located on the Ni-
agars Escarpment at 83 deg. 21 min. North, 79 deg. 41 min. West
(see Figure 1). At present, only one small trapping~banding ca-
bin iz used and this is erected and dismantled annually. It is
lcecated abeocut 30 m. from the edge of the Escarpment. In 1982, we
plan  te establish a permanent cabin. The view from the cabin is
to the east along a wedge-zhaped field at whose narrow end we are
located., The field is some 500 meters long and narrows from 200
m. to 50 m. The Miagara Escarpment forms a c¢liff about 50 m.
high here and is covered with vegetation such that a 15 m. growth
of trees obscures our view of the Lake Ontario plain and the Iake
beyond. Many hawks fly above treetop height or move along the
field but every year varying numbers fly behind the screen of
trees and cannot be seen from ocur station. This is a limitation
that we have learned to live with. Coverage at the Vinemount
Statior is limited mostly te weekends.

Abcut 10 kilcmeters tc the east is Beamer Conservation Area
(see Figure 1) where a ccunt of migrating hawks is kept daily
frem the begirning of March through most of May. This monitoring
staticr. is organized by the "Grimsby Hawkwatch®™ with the co-
cperaticr of the Hamiltor Naturalists Club, the Buffale Ornitho-
icgical Socciety and the Torortc Field MNaturalists Club. Appendix

1. Box 512, Calederia, ON. HOA 1AD
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I from Copeland (1982) gives the 1981 Grimsby Hawkwatch report to
document the 1981 flight.

During the spring wmigration, hawks follow the scuthern
shoreline of Lake Ontario, with some moving in a westerly direc-
tion and passing over Vinemocunt. A larger number of hawks move
in a west to east direction along the south shore after having
followed the south shore of Lake Erie in the same direction.
These birds are counted by monitering stations at Derby Hill and
Braddock Bay, Hew York. At Vinemount, many stay very close to
the shoreline itself or fly over the lake plain which is about 3
km. broad here. The presence of the Escarpment with 1its often
pronounced updraft induces many hawks to take this course away
from the shoreline. For the fccipiters, the fact that the Es~
carpment 1is one long wooded area may be a gooud reascn to fly
along it ~ the possibility of catching prey exists.

Banding results, coverage at the Vinemount Raptor Banding
Staticon and birds banded per hour of effort are shown in Table 1.

Table 1
Vinemount Raptor Banding Station Banding Totals
19771981
Species®* Total Coverage Birds
Year S8 CH G RT RS AK Hawks Days Hrs Per Hr.
1977 16 16 & 17.5 0.98
1978 18 1 19 12 59.5 0.32
197g%*% 45 3 8 56 16 84.5 0.66
1980 80 L] 2 86 16 83.5 1.03
1981 108 7 1 9 1 3 129 23 117.9 1.10
Tatals 267 15 1 19 1 3 306 71 362.0 0.82

% Species Abbreviations: S8: Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH: Cooper's Hawk
G:  Goshawk
RT: HRed-tailed Hawk
RS: Red-shouldered Hawk
AK: American Kestrel

*%® Northern Shrike alsoc banded in 1979,

Coverage has increased each year except for 1980 which al-
most matched 1979. The number of hawks caught and banded has in-
creased each year a3 has the number of hawks caught per hour of
effort, except for 1977. Only 4 days and 17.5 hours of coverage




were involved and this does bias the figures. In other vyears,
considerably more days (both good and poor - mostly poor in terms
of the number of hawks banded) were involved.

Sharp-shinned Hawks have been our most freguently-banded
pird and constitute one of the three most common species seen on
migration. Since Broad-wings almost never respond to lure birds
and Red-tails are considerably less responsive than Sharp-shins,
the latter species will undoubtedly retain its number one rank-
ing. Red-tails and Cooper's Hawks comprise most of the rest of
the hawks banded.

On March 14, 1981, a banded ASY Cooper's Hawk was caught.
Information from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service indicated
that it had been banded near Erie, Pennsylvania on March 18, 1975
as an AHY bird. This means that the hawk was at least eight
years old when trapped at Vinemount, a very old hawk compared to
most cther banding recoveries and retraps.

Table 2 provides information on the timing of the hawk
fiight along the south shore of Lake Ontario based on unpublished
data provided by Dave Copeland of Hamilton, Ontario for the years
1975-1980, The data were gathered at Beamer Conservation Area.

Table 2

Timing of the Hawk Flight Along the South Shore of
Lake Ontarioc

Earliest Latest Average

Species Date Date Paak Date
Turkey VYulture March 1 May 29 bpril 7
Goshawk March 7 Kay 7 March 31
Sharp-shinned Hawk March 11 May 30 April 26
Cooper ‘s Hawk Harch 1 May 12 April 1H
Red-tziled Hawk Hareh 1 May 30 March 19
Hed-shouldered Hawk March H May 12 March 24
Broad-winged Hawk April 12 May 30 April 29
Bough-legged Hawk March 4 Hay 2 March 31
Golden Ezgle® Marceh 17 Aprit 17
Bald Eagle® Harch 16 May 10
¥orthern Harrier March 11 May 320 April 14
Gsprey Harch 26 May 8 April 24
Merlin® April ¢ May 1
Peregrine Falcon® April 24 May 3
American Kestrel March 6 May 19 ¥arch 31

%2 No average peak dates are given because of very small numbers
of these species seen in this time.

19
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As more banding is carried out at the Vinemount Station, the
information on age and sex of species, particularly Sharp-shins,
will add detail to the migration information gathered by the
Grimsby Hawkwatch. There are at present too few data to flesh
out anything but the general form of the flight.

1981 was the year of several firsts at the Vinemount Sta-
tion. The first American Kestrels, the first Red-shouldered Hawk
and the first Goshawk were all banded. It was also the first
spring in which over 100 birds were caught. In 1982, consider-
ably more time will be spent at the banding station and we hope
that numbers and results will reflect this.

I would like to thank Mrs. C. R. Armstrong for her kindness
in allowing us to use her property; Stanley and Russ Carpenter
for their help in transporting our station and for the use of
their property; Don and Sheils Fowler and the Hawk Cliff Raptor
Banding Committee for time, equipment and good company and Chris
Carpenter for his unfailing assistance during the 1981 banding
season. Dave Copeland provided considerable information for this
paper and Dr. Erica Dunn offered many useful criticisms and
suggestions.
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Appendix I
Grimsby Daily Count 1981

Species Key

TV-Turkey Vulture RS-Red-shouldered Hawk NH-Northern Harrier
GO~Goshawk BW-Broad-winged Hawk 03-0Osprey
$3~Sharp-shinned Hawk RL-Rough~legged Hawk PG-Peregrine Falcon
CH-Cooper's Hawk GE-Golden Eagle ML-Merlin
RT-Red-tailed Hawk BE-Bald Eagle AK-American Kestrel

UID-~Unidentified Hawk

* NOTE: Omitted dates were not covered because of weather condi-
tions.
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REVIEW

GULLS A Guide to Identification

by P. J. Grant. Illustrated by the author. T. & &. D. Poyser,
Town Head House , Calton, Waterhouses, Staffordshire, England,
1982, 280 pp.

Over the past several years, British Birds , that finest of
all Jjournals dealing with original observations of birds, has
carried s series by P. J. Grant entitled, Field Identification of
West Palearctic Gulls. Those fortunate (or wealthy!i) enocugh to
receive the journazl on this side of the Atlantic were delighted
to find descriptive analyses and photographs superior to anything
yet produced in HNorth America.

Mow these artiecles have appeared in book form which will
make the information much more available to the active field
wirder who cannot afford fo subscribe to every magazine ip print.
nd, =slthough the cost of 12 pounds sterling plusg mailing is
high, I feel that many birdwatchers will eagerly snap it up.

In fact, Gulls is substantially more than the sum of the 35
part series. As the jacket notes point out, there have been ex-
tensive textual revisions and additionsz while over 170 new photo-
graphs have besn added. One hundred and seventy more photo-
graphs, you exclaim!? But let us analyze the format and. contents
more systematically and return later to the photos.

4 short, B page section entitled Gemeral Information ocon-
tains extremely useful information on ageing terminclogy, moult~
ing, feather wear and fading, sexing and ‘topography. In many
books, this type of section is to be glossed over, if read at
211, However, with the possiblie exception of banders who are
much more intimate with these aspects, studying it is a must to
fully understand and appreciate the species accounts which fol-
low, Keenn students of gulls and, in fact, all the Charadri-
iformes ought to memorize the charts and drawings dealing with
in-flight and standing topography and with the sequence of plum-




ages and moults of gulls.

Of the 23 species covered in detail by this book, 16 are
wnown Lo occeur in Horth America. The gulls are grouped together
ostensibly intc 5 groups sharing similar characters. It might be
argued, however, that this breakdown reflects the original re-
quirements of British Birds to have the same npumber of species
presented in ~each issue of the series. Why else would Glaucous
and Iceland Gulls be included with Socoty Gull and White-eyed Gull
of the Red and Arabian Seas rather than with their temperate zone
congeners? :

At the beginning of each group, the species' sizes and forms
are overviewed to include similarities, key differences and meas~
urement comparisons. Then each species is described in detail in
sections which average about 5 pages per species (10 for Herring
Gull).

Within sach species section, the heading Identification in-
‘tcates how that bird is distinguished from all cthers in the
group. In addition to plumsge characters, the author points out
structural and behavioral distinctions (the 'jizz' of British
birdwatchers) which are extremely useful in the fisld. For exam-
ple, of Franklin's Gull he says, "On the ground and in flight,
its cutline is reminiscent of the smaller Little Gull, lacking
the long-wingad silhouette of the Laughing Gull®,

Gther sections within esch speclies sre an ageing summary and
then an extremely detailed description of all parts of each major
identifiable age category. In addition, sgome very similar
species are compared in tabular form; for example there is an
elaborate part-by-part comparison of juvenile Herring, Lesser
Black-backsd and Great Black-backed Gulls. Similarly, the Ice-
land and Glaucous Gulle Identification sections are lumped as
one, allowing for detailed comparison. Also with these latter
two, there is a useful sectlon called Identification Pitfalls

which points out the very real possibility of leucistic or al-
binistic individuals of other gulls.

Maps of world distribution include breeding range and ap-
proximate limit of non-breeding range for each species. I always
check maps for birds whose ranges I know well to ses to what ex-
tent an asuthor has done his homework. Grant cannot be tripped up
here as he shows saversl breeding stations for Little Gull on the
Great Lakes, Mew Gull breeding at Churchill, Manitoba and Black-
neaded Gull in southern Newfoundland.

Grant does all the illustrations for the book. His pen and
ink stipple drawings are superb, capturing nuances of proportion
and pattern only a devoted student of gulls and an accompl ished
artist could manage. Gulls, being essentially black and white
with all manner of varlation between these two, 1lend themselves
to this medium which allows for far more precision of shading and
pattern than the colour plates of most guides. In addition, the
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individual birds average about 2 cm longer in their wingspan and
body length, allowing for greater detail. Normally, on one full
15 x 23 ocm page, a bird is shown in 5 or 6 plumages, some from
above and some from below.

If this was all the book contained it would still be a valu-
able addition to most birders' libraries. However, it has 127
pages of black and white photographs, totaling 376 in allt Fol-
lowing the same order as the text, each species is shown in a se-
quence from juvenile through the various immature plumages to
adult winter and adult summer. For example, there are 22 photo-
graphs in all of Black-headed Gull. Nor are the photographs
small, as there are usually from 2 to § per page (occasionally
one}. They are of uniformly high quality. This is surely the
finest set of photographs ~of this subfamily ever assembled in
book form.

Birders find it entertaining to search guides and books for
what they consider to be errors in the btext of illustrations. In
Gulls , this is guite 3 challenge. This reviewer can find but
two  points to gquestion. Of Franklin's Gulls {t is said there ia
a complete pre-migration spring moult into first summer plumage,
one without a black, sub-terminal tail bend. In my experienceg in
Ontaric, first summer Franklin's Gulls at virtually the terminus
of their migration have this tail band. However Grant then goes
on Lo state thet a very few museum specimens suggest some first
winter individusls miss this moult. Perhaps extralimital birds
such &3 in Ontaric would be more likely to have an abnormal moult
timing. Secondly, photograph I1I on psge 189 by P. Devillisrs is
labeled as adult summer Fing-billed Gulls. The BbBills cannot  be
seen well as this is 2 head-on flying photograph. Feastures which
suggest California Gull to me sre the apparent stoutnsss of the
bill, the dark irides and wide, white secondary bar.,

A major limitation for Horth American birders is of aour e
fat  the book only includes gulls of the weshbern Palearctic,
erefore, Thayer's Cull which has not been recorded in that ares
and which, somewhat surprisingly, is to be included with species
rank in the A.0.U. Checklist, 6th edition, is treated in only a
couple of paragraphs a2lthough the standard reference articles ars
cited and recommended. The observer in the interior of Horth
America 1is to be cautioned that the most likely form of Hew Gull
to be found here is L. ¢. brachyrhynchus in which immature plume
ages are significantly different from those of the nominate race
covered in the book. And, of course, there are several western
Nearctic species not touched.

A majority of birders have, at best, & superficial under -
standing of the appearance of the very subjects they spend so
many hours watching. Charges of this nature leveled at the week-
end binoccular armies by ornithologists, banders and behaviorists
have not been without justification. However, I detect a trend
toward greater sophistication as observers pause in their ticking
and attempt to age and sex their quarry. Close study and use of



this book should greastly a2id anyone who i3 genulnely interested
in approaching the frontiers of bird identification. As P. J.
Grant puts it in his introduction, '

"Competence in identifying and ageing gulls can provide an
invaluable foundation for competence in bird identification
generally. I recommend gull-watching to beginner and expert
birdwatcher alike: gulls provide a test-bed for identifica-
tion skills at all levels of experience.”

Anyone who loves to study gulls must certainly purchase this
book. hetually, those who don't like to watch gulls on account
of their confusing plumages should also obtain a copy.

Robert Curry

Requests for Information

The Canadian Wildlife Service, Ontario Region, is continuing
its program of color-marking Commen Terns at two colonies in the
lower Great Lakes to determine their post-breeding dispersal, mi-
gration routes and winter range.

In 1981 adults were marked with orange wing-tags and chicks
with pink tags. Many of the adult tagged birds returned to their
colonies in 1982 still oerrying their tags. The tagged birds ap-
peared fit and nested normally. Most tags were 3till clearly le-
gible and showed little wear.

In 1982 bright blue wing tags (with black lettering) were
put on adult Common Terns and black tags (with yellow lettering)
on chicks just prior to fledging. Tags were put on both wings of
all birds. All tags have combinations of letters and numbers
(the two tags on any bird have the same combination). When you
observe a tagged tern would you please report the date, location,
color of the tag, and, if possible, the number/letter combination
to: BANDING OFFICE, CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE, HEADQUARTERS, OT-
TAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA, K1&4 OE7. All reports will be ack-
nowledged.
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BANDERS OF GULL, TERN, HERON AND CORMORANT chicks are re-
quested to send  their yearly totals of chicks banded, past and
present, by species and general location, and details of any de-
formities observed to GLEN'A. FOX, Wildlife Toxicology Division,
Canadian Wildlife Service, National Wildlife Research Centre, Ot-
tawa, Ontario, K1A OE7, for use in environment epidemiclogical
investigationsy

Notice

THE AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION, oldest and largest of
the crnithological societies in North America, is celebrating the
hundredth anniversary of its founding in 1983. Its quarterly
journal, THE AUK; now-includes-about: 1000 pages a year of ‘papers
on a wide variety of ornithological topies. The 1long-awalted
sixth edition of the AOU Checklist of Horth American Birds will
be published in time for the centennial meeting. If interested
in knowing more about the AOU please write to Membership Chairman
Dr. Gustav A. Swanson, Department of Fishery and Wildlife Biolo~
gy, Colorado State University, Ft Collins, CO B80523.









