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PRINCE EDWARD POINT OBSERVATORY
1981 REPORT'

1981 Banding Year

Helen R. Quilliam’

The Canadian Wildlife Service for the third year since the
ablishment of the Prince Edward Point National Wildlife Ares
ranted the PEPt observatory of the Kingsten Field Naturalists
ermissien to put up nets and band there. This was the seventh
ar of operations and, although banding was on a smallier scale
an in previous years, it still asdded useful data. Some of the
re interesting facts emerging are dealt with in detail in  the
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articies that foliow. A total of 4790 birds of 107 species and 1
hybrid were banded. & further 47 birds were retrapped from ear-
lier years.

This year nets were set up only in the Cedar Woods and the
Annex since we had neither the funds nor the persocnnel to manage
more than 13 nets. For the year at PEPt we received grants from
the Canadian National Sportsmen's Fund and the Jim Baillie
Memorial Fund. These along with a centract with (WS to supply an
svifaunal history of the Foint, an annotated 1ist of the birds of
the Point, a discussion of the exploitation of babitat st the
Point by migrating and resident birds and a management plan for
the area provided us with the wherewithal to grant bursaries to
two students to man the banding station in spring and autumn. We
alsc wish te thank CHW3 and Mr. J. Carreiro in particular for help
and suppert.

! 6T Wiliingdon Avenue, Kingston, ON K7L H4H9
2. GReprinted from Blue Bill Supplement 29 @ 13-25, 1982.




Michele Goossens banded from May 4 to June 25 and Paul Stalker
from August 18 through October 31. Each of these was dependent
for transport on visitors to the Point or whatever lifts they
could find. Each of them spent many days alone between visits by
KFN members and others. KFN members also filled in on  weekends,
May and June and later, September and October, had some very poor
weather, days when it was impossible to open nets at all. Both
banders 3lsc made searches for nests and kept records of daily
sightings of birds using the Point.

Michele sums up the spring banding in her report on activi-
ties at PEPt as follows:

"As a result of the weather the number of birds
banded in May and June was significantly lower than in
previous years. The busiest day was May 5, when I did
144 birds by myself. Other days with over 100 birds
were May 4, 21 and 24. The record low was zero birds
on 2 days (June 9 and 11).

Not only was the aumber of banded individuals down
oversall, but particular species were poorly represented
or not represented at all. For example, I did not
cateh  any Sharp-shinned Hawks and saw only one or two
flying. I banded fewer than 10 Blackpoll Warblers, and
if I recall correctly, they were all female. Other
warbler species were alao poorly represented.

This spring differed from ether years in another
way: no unusual species (e.g. Worm-eating or Kentucky
Warblers) were seen or caught. The most interesting
birds banded were probably Golden-winged and Cerulesn
Warblers (one of each).w

Paul Stalker wrote an account of the fall banding for the
December 1981 issue of Blue Bill 28 : 104,105,

A 1ist of the species banded in 1981 follows (Table 1),

Once again Marnie Matthews banded geese and ducks at Amherst
Island. Shorebirds there were elusive this year and she was ur-
able to net any. Rick Tait assisted Marnie at the end of the
Season and is now in charge of Amherst Tsland Wildlife Founda-~
tion. He has said he will welcome any who wish to come aover in
the late summer or early autumn to watch the duck banding. Mar-
nie and Geeff have moved into their new house where we wish them
the very best and hope that Marnie will alse be banding with Rick
when her new daughter permits.

On Pigeon Island the lilac bushes continue to withstand the
pressure of the Black-crowned Night Herons (see Blue Bill 28
85,86) but for the first time nests of Double-crested Cormorants
were found on lower limbs along the outer edges of the small
grove. We were too early to band the many cormorant fledglings
from the 168 nests, but CWS officers banded 262 later.




Table 1

Birds banded under PEPt Observatory Master Permit¥

l-crnd. Night Heron 5§
anada Goose 5
allard 293
allxBlack Hybrid 2
lack Duck 56
intail 2
reen-winged Teal 8
lue-~winged Teal 109
merican Wigeon 3
'‘ood Duck 4
edhead 10
‘harp-shinned Hawk 9
m. Woodcook : 1
lerring Gull 29
ing-billed Gull 300
‘agpian Tern g5
iergech Owl 6
ong~eared Owl 20
iaw-whet Ouwl 779

ilack-billed Cuckoo
‘ommoen Flicker

lairy Woodpecker
lowny Woodpecker
fastern Hingbird
ir.~ertd. Flycatcher
lastern Phoebe
felliow-~bel. Flyoatb.
fTraillfs™ Flycatcher
.east Flycatcher

I, Heud Pewee

jarn Swallow

free Swallow

3lue Jay

3preal Chickadee
3lack-cap. Chickadee
thite-brstd. Nuthatch
Red=-brstd. Nuthatch
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Brown Creeper 89
House Wren 16
Winter Wren

Gray Catbird 41
Brown Thrasher 6
American Robin 24
Wood Thrush i
Hermit Thrush 51
Swainsen's Thrush 99
Gray-cheeked Thrush 16
Veery 46
Blue-g. Gnatcatcher 1
Golden-cr. Kinglet 84
Ruby-crnd. Kinglet 116
Cedar Waxwing 7
Selitary Vireo g
Red~eyed Vireo 77
Philadelphia Yireo 1

0
Warbling Vireo 6
Black-—&-wh. Warbler 40
Golden-winged Warb. 3
Tennessee Warbler 50
Orange-crnd. Warbler 2
Nashville Warbler 94

North. Parula Warb. 5
Yellow Warbler gy
Magnolia Warbler 239
Cape May Warbler 10

Black~thrtd. Blue W. &4

Yellow-rumped Warb. 112
Bl.~thrtd. Green W. 4i
Cerulean Warbler 1
Blackburnian Warb. 22

Chestnut-sided Warb. 44
Bay-breasted Warbler 90
Blackpoell Warbler 10

Palm Warbler
Ovenbird

Nerthern Waterthrush
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowbhroat
Yellow-brstd. Chat
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler

Am. Redstart 1
House Sparrow
Bobolink

Red-wgd. Blackbird
Northern Oriocle
Common Grackle
Brown-head. Cowbird
Scarlet Tanager
Cardinal

Rose~brstd, Gresbeak
Indigo Bunting
Evening CGrosbeak
Purple Finch

House Finch

Pine Siskin

Am. Goldfinch
Rufous-sided Towhee
Savannah Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junce

Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow
White~crowned Sparrow
White-throated Spar. !
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow

Song Sparrow
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#nirds Banded in locations cther than PEPU

Ducks, Geese, 1 Screech Owl - Amherst Island 493
Gulls - Terns, Black-crowned Night Herens, Pigeen Island 482
House Finches (33) and passerines (37) - Kingsten 70




In Kingston, back
urther 33 House Fine

¢
es making a total of 59 banded o

yard netting was successful ir
h

£ this new
Kingston bird.

There were no new birds anded at PEPt this vyear but
highlights were a Yellow-breasted Chat and Boresl Chickadee,
Only Saw-whet Owls were banded in more numbers than in any other
year, Despite the low number of birds banded, there were a few
species of which more were banded in 1981 than in 1980,

able 2. Species whose banded numbers were greater than these of 1G80

1980 1981 1980
Barn Swallow G 77 Warbling i L] 2
Screech Owl 4 6 Wilson's Warbler 64
Long-eared Owl i 26 Evening u;@sbeck i
Downy &asﬂsesker 7 g Rufous-sided Towhee H
Black-capped Chick 65 79 Dark-eyed Junco 109

Table 3. Commonest birds banded in 1981 at PEPL.

Saw-whet Owl 779 EH 99 (53
olia Warbler 239 M g4
ce-~throated Sparrow 182 B 30 (1%

ﬁﬁﬂrgwaﬁ Redstart 130 Br 89

Ruby Crowned Kinglet 116 fof 87

Yellow Rumped Warbler 112 G B (g9}

Legst Flycatcher 112 B 79

% Numbers in bracke
appeared on the
Supplement 28 : 33,

iz

Brown

Seme of the

time when nets &
ple, banding in mid o b,
te cateh the large numb : through
early. Paul Stalker remark & 10 f Rose-
Grosbeaks in the {(Blu 1 Supplenm 105,1067.
difference from other years is not so eaﬁ%iy aﬁéérs%maﬁ
ful analysis of net hours in comparison with other vear



show z2ome interesting aspects of migration with which we

a
familiar.

i
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During the spring there were U2 vigitors coming from as far
away as South Africas and Mexice. Some visitors were from other
parts of OUntarioc who came especially to visit the Point but wmany
were from the yachts that tied up in the harbour for whom wateh
ing banding was a new experience. Michele noted in her review of
the season that many of the visitors were particularly interested
in the historical aspects of the lighthouse and of 5 mainte-
nance by Parks Canada and the KFH.

During 1981 (WS acquired the large

lot fo
Antognini and at the end of the year, the fa
uaz as "Poverty Acres®. This means that there
acresge te be explored. It greatly lncreases
fer the National Wildlife Area on h

1z and incliudes szwamp and mar
It i3 possible that there is st
now enlarged Prince Edward Point




Recoveries and Foreign Retraps

Ron Weir!'

The following list contains a summary of the recoveries (20}
and foreign retraps (7) received since the Sixth Annual Repoert
appeared in February 1981. One other reported last vyear (Cedar
Waxwing) as a recovery at PEPt was in errer. The corrected in-
formation is shown below as being recovered at Long Point, Lake
Erie, Ont. Waterfowl are excluded from this tabulation.

A Recovery is a bird banded under the PEPE Cbservatory Per-
mit that was found dead or killed and reported to the Bird Band-
ing Office of CWS. A Foreign Retrap is 3 bird captured and
released alive in a different 10-minute bloek from that where it
was originally banded. It also includes birds banded elsewhere
and captured under the PEPt permit.

Returns and repeats are excluded from the Table below. A
Return is a ©bird recapbtured and released slive in the sams 10-
minute block where it was originally banded more than 90 days
previously. A Hepeat is a bird recaptured and released alive in
the same '0-minute block where original banding occurred within
90 days.

The following codes from the Bird Randing Manual are used in
the Table:

Age Sex
How Obtained HY -~ hatch year M - male
found dead AHY - after hatch year F o~ fems
shot L - local (nestling) U~ unkr
caught by cat U = unknown
flew inte stationary object
hit by car Column T - approximate distance bet:
caught by hand, released banding and recovery sites in km.

found dead on road

band number read by telescepe Column 8 - how obtained code.
ne information

trapped and released at another banding station

unknown

294 Elmwood Street, Kingston, ON KTM 2Y8




Bird

Band No.

Double~crstd Cormerant 598-28725 Loy
598~28743 Ly
3l.~crwnd Night Heren 1147-13111¢ LU
American Woodeook 106353053 AMY M
Ring~billed Gull TOhWT42UD Loy
TOU-TU2B3 LU
TOLWTHTUR LU
TOHTUBIT LU
Caspian Tern TOLL0T137 LU
BOH-H23B8 LU
Saw-whet Owl H1U-TU0R6  HY U
61427517 HY F
Black~billed Cuckeo BAp-48513 AHY U
Yellow-billed Cuckee BRIP4 B226 AWY U
Blue Jay T063-53483 AHY M
Gray Catbird 120126072 AHY U
Cedar Waxwing 123115010 LU
1211-08817  HY U
Cape May Warbler T470~04237 AHY U
Brown-headed Ceowbird 75134187 85Y M
White~arewned Sparrew 1211-00638 AHY U
Ring~billed Gull TOU-0TO8Y LU
TOH-06H3Y Loy
Common Tern 832~48119 L U
Dark-eyed Juneo 152002042 HY U
White-crowned Sparrow 1211-09638 AHY M
Saw-whet Owl 61412830 AHY F
E1H-14318 AHY F
# lorrection froem Blue Bill Z&:% (1981)

Bandi Recovery

Date Locabion Date Location 7
geun r 0412 Naples 2000(1250) S
geon $10-13 Wolfe I., 15 (10) NE
on 5817 Graham Lak 100 (62) NE
08-27 PEPL Bayeu Corn 2000(1250) 3W
0612 Pigeou 1. Montreal, 325 (200) WE
06=12 Pigeon 1. Back B 800 (%00)SSE
'8 Pigeon I. St. Unicet, Que. 200 (125) NE
06~11 Pigean 1. Heuville, Que, 480 (300) NE
06-14 Pigean I. abrel, Deminiecan Rep.2900(1810) SE
0718 Plgeen I. Stuart, Fla. 18900(1190) S
10«03 80: : Falla, Ont, 110 (60) NE
1016 81 Camden Fast, Ont. 60  (35) NE
81 St. Laurent, Que. 550 (345) NE
80: 7 Chpda.Diamantina Braz.7650(4780) SE
B0 5 Newbten Falls, N.Y. 160 (100) E
801 31 Alexandria Bay, N.Y. 90  (5%) NE
g1 3 Morelia, Mexico 3UR0(2160) SW
PEPY 79:08-11 Long Pt.,L. Erie,Ont. 300 (190) SW
FEPL 8§1:02-04 Cazeunovia, N.Y. 170 (105) SE
PEPL 81:03-13 Belleville, N.J. 450 (280) SE
PEPL 81:04-7 Potemack, W.Va. 52% (330) S8

Foreign Retraps

T7:06-10 Pigeon L. B1:00.01 New Haven, Conn. 480 (300) BE
T8: 0622 geon I, B1:06-14 Fishing I., Ont. 280 (175)WNW
T8:06-15 Tee Is. 80:06~7 Petutlan Gre, Mexico 3700(2300) SW
TG 0929 PEPL 81:01=-07 Elyaburg, Pa. 375 (23%) S
B0:05-14 PEPE H81:05-05 Shepherdstown, W.Va. 625 (390) S
81: 3 Terente 81:10=19 PEPL 200 (120)WSW
801 PEPY 81:10-24 Long Pt.,L. Erie, 300 (190) SW

jce

98
00
00
00
01
00
us5
14
56
00
45
13
12
00
1y
01
01
0
00

13



The totals since banding began at PEPt in  autumn 1975 are
now 73 recoveries nd 25 foreign retraps, excluding waterfowl.
Of the 25 foreign retraps, 16 were banded at PEPt or on Pigeon
I., ‘then trapped and released elsewhere. The remaining 9 were
banded elsevwhere, then trapped and released at PEPt.

Notes

Deuble~crested Cormorant These are cur first recoveries and since
only 44 were banded (all in 1980) they represent a high rate of
return, The cormorants on Pigeon I. are normally banded by Chip
Weseloh and his CW3S staff but in 1980 he requested that KFN ring
any cormorants during one of our summer visits there.

Black-crowned Night Heron This first recovery comes from the
Brockville area. Total bandings of this species are 88 in 1980
and 59 in 1981,

American Woodccoek This bird was at least in its fifth year when
recovered and 13 the second recovery.

Ring-billed Gull The 24 recoveries and for

auggest & dispersal pattern m the Pigeon I. St
Lawrence River to the HNE, ose 13 recoveri Wit A

of  panding, 10 were from the NE/E and I from W/HW on the GOrea

Lakes. One bird in its second vear was recovered in Montres

during November of that year., Fight other recoveri Ne-
vember and June form the Atlant Marvian ri

dal. One was at the Leslie reet headland

its third year tended 1its nest there.
Caspian Tern These reooveries suggest that the birds move to the
Atlantic coast by September. The latest recovery from Korth
American shores is in January s¢ perhaps they head inte tropical
waters after this time. The recovery in the Dominican Republiec
in June suppoerts this but whether this bird in its fourth year
was summering there or was long dead when found is unknown. One
Pigeon I. bird was found on its nest in the Leslie Street head-
and coleny in its second calendar year.

Common Tern This individual was banded as a rnestling near Mallo-
rytown Landing and was caught alive in Mexieo in its third year.
It is our first recovery.

Saw-whet Owl These raise sur totals to 7 recoveries, 3 foreign
retraps and 5 returns (banded at PEPt and found alive at PEPt one
year later} to give a return rate of 1 for every 183 banded
(abeut 2745 banded to date).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Found in the hills of Chapada Diamantina in
eastern Brazil, it is the recovery from the most distant location
and our first of this species.

10



Black-billed Cuckoo This bird was a migrant passing PEPt on its
way northeast and recovered 8 days later.

Blue Jay This is the second recovery of Blue Jay and many

of the large autumn flights through PEPL.

Gray Catbird This is a first recovery and was in its fifth
calendar year at least.

Cedar Waxwing This fourth recovery is quite interesting. It was
banded as a nestling at PEPt en August third only to be shot in
seuthern Mexico in the following Februsary. 0f the other 3
recoveries, one wasg from Michigan, one form Virginia and one at
Long Point, Lake Erie 5 days after banding at PEPtL.

Cape May Warbler It is our first recovery and a puzzling one.
It was found dead during February in upper New York Statei!
long it had been dezd in unknown.

White-crowned Sparrow These are our first recoveries and were
birds presumably on the way north again.

H



Returns 1976 - 81

H.R. Quilliam'

Again in 1981 only bird species known to breed at PEPt were
retrapped after 90 days or more. The number of returns, 40, is
relatively high when we consider that there was ne banding from
mid-June wuntil the third week in August, part of the time when
summer resident birds should have been the dominant species
trapped, and that for most of the spring and autumn seasons there
wag only one bander on duty.

Downy Woodpecker We 3till de not know whether Downy and Hairy
Woodpeckers spend the entire year at PEPt {(Blue Bill 28:6). In
1980 a young Downy was banded September 18, recaught Octeber 10
and retrapped in 1981 on May 9. Because there is ne banding dur-
ing the winter, we cannot be sure whether it migrated after the
Octeober netting and then returned to its natal place in the
spring or had remained all winter.

Black-capped Chickadee There is no doubt that a few chickadees
nest at PEPY every year. In 1981, two chickadees were caught;

one banded in 1979 and the other in 1980, Beth had long his-
tories of being retrapped from early May through late October in
both the year of banding and the year of returning. Even more

interesting perhaps 1z the fact that although these were the only
chickadee returns in 1981, both birds were netted on the same
day. Although most of the banders that handled these two birds
at one time or another were unable to determine their sex, one
bird was identified as male and the other as female on one occa-
gion, each at a time when it would have been possible te deter-
mine a broed pateh and cloacal protruberance. Since we do not
know for sure whether the summer resident chickadees remain at
PEPt all winter, it i3 quite easy to imagine that our banded
chickadees might have joined up with the wmigratery flocks of
chickadees that passed through PEPt Qcteber 18 te 22, 1981 and
not remained for the winter. It is also equally possible that
they retreated along the Point inte more sheltered woods.

1. 161 Willingdon Avenue, Kingston, ON K7L HUHY



Barn Swallow Michele Goossens had a net in place in front of the
shed at the lighthouse for a few hours on three days, June 15, 17
and 19, and so was able to catch a number of the adults using the
shed as a nesting place. As might be expected she captured a
large number of birds that had occupied the shed in 1980 or ear-
lier as adults or nestlings. There were 14 Barn Swallows netted
after one year or more as follews: ’

Banded in 1977 - 1 .

Banded in 1978 ~ 4 (3 of these were first banded in 1978 and

one of these 3 was caught in 1979 and 2 in
: 1980)
Banded in 1979 ~ 6 (2 of these were also trapped in 1980)
Banded in 1980 - 4

1981 birds banded Returned birds Total
Male 10 45,5 % 10 7T1.4°% 20 55.6 %
Female 8 6.4 % 4 28.6 % 12 33.3 %
Unknown y 18.2 % - —— 5 11,1 %

The proedominance of males over females in the returned birds

strengthens the belief that males of most passerines tend to re-~
turn to the eriginal nesting site more often than females (Dean,

1981). The sexes of the newly banded birds (1981) are more even-
ly divided but we find when adding all the birds captured that
year that were flying in and out of the shed, males were still
predominant even though we were te add the 4 of unknown sex as
being possible females. At this time in June most of the eggs
had hatched and the birds were busily carrying feood for the
young. One could conclude form this that the males of the
species were just as active as the females in caring for the
young, if not more so.

In 1980 there was no concerted effort to band the swallows
in the shed. Four were netted at the lighthouse and a further
eight at the cedar woods and Traverse. Three of the returnees in
1981 were from the four banded at the lighthouse and the fourth
from the cedar woods. All three from the lighthouse were males.

American Rebin In 1980, 87 robins were banded of which 10 (11.5
4y returned in 1981. There was only 1 return from earlier than
19806, a robin banded in 1978 returned in beth 1980 and 1981,
However it must be noted that there was no banding in mid-summer
and that only 24 new birds were banded so many previously banded
birds may have been missed. In 1980 nets had been specially
placed in order to trap as many robins as possible but with
smaller work crews in 1981 this was not possible.

Of the returning birds 6 were female and 2 male and 1 of
unknown sex. This is interesting because other years have shown
that a higher proportion of males have returned than females -
17.5 % of the 120 males banded through 1979 and 12.1 % of the 124
females and 34.2 % of the 38 unsexed adult robins (Dean, 1981).
Of the 9 birds that returned in 1981, 4 were banded as nestlings

13



and 2 as hateh year birds.

Warbling Virec The ocutstanding returnee of the year is a8 War-
ling Vireo, 1350-07250, that was banded August 30, 1975. It wuas
retrapped May 27, 1978 and again on May 17, 1981 -~ six years
after banding. Net only is this our oldest known summer resident
but we may also now have identified its mate for at least one
year and poessible twe. Warbling Vireo 1510-18616 eoriginally
vanded on May 12, 1979 was retrapped May 19, 1980 and again May
17, 1981. Vireo 1350-07250 was not caught in 1980 but on May 17,
1981; both these birds were caught at the same time. Although
there is ne direct evidence that they were a mated pair, it is
quite possible that they were, at least in 1981,

Unfortunately it is only possible to sex Warbling Vireos by
the presence of a broed patch or cloacal protruberance and often
this is not easy and can only be a good determinant in any case
during the breeding season. The feliowing notes by the various
banders who handled these 2 birda:

135007250 151018616
Aug. 30, 1975 - Sex unknown
May 27, 1978 -~ small brood pateh May 21, 1878 - sex unknown

May 22, 1978 ~ male with (P

May 19, 1980 - poss, femsle

July 12, 1980 - male with CP
May 17, 1881 - sex unknown May 17, 1981 - szex unknoun

Warbling Vireos are not ene of the vireos commonly banded
here, although they are considered to be a fairly common resident
throughout our region. To date 47 Warbling Viress have been
banded compared with 262 Philadelphia Vireas and 1882 Red-eyed
Vireos. Philadelphia Vireos visit PEPt oenly as migrants.
Although Red-eyed Vireos nest at PEPL their breeding range ex-
tends much farther nerth than Warbling Vireocs ss that most of the
Red-eyed . Vireos are wmigrants. From the 1804 Red-eyed Vireos
banded up te 1981 there have been only 8 returns or Vireos banded
since 197% through 1980 we have had three returns or a return
rate of 7.3 %.

Yellew Warbler Four Yellow Warblers returned after one vear gut
of 316 banded in 1980 (1.3 %). The ratioc of 3 males te 1 female
returning to the original nesting szite confirms the findings of
Lywood (19813,

Brown-hesded Cowbird One female cowbird banded in 1979 returned
in beth 1980 and 1981 and one banded in 1980 returned in 1981,
Both birds were females. In fact, in reviewing the returns of
this species since 1976 we find that 10 were females and 4 were
males or 13.7 % of the 73 females banded and 7.4 % of the 54
males Dbanded. The higher incidence of returning females would
seem to show that females are more likely to return to former
nesting sites than males. This uncharacteristic behavier as com-
pared with that of other passerines may have some special signi-

14




ficance connected with the parasitic habits of this species. At
the same time the overall rate of return of these birds is quite
high -~ 8.8 % of the 159 cowbirds banded since 1975 have returned
during one or more years to PEPL.

Northern Oriecle Three Northern Orioles returned in 1981, One of
these had been banded in 1979 and returned first in 1980. This
small number of returns reduces the rate of 3.3 % found to be the
case in 1980 (Blue Bill 28 : 7) to 3.1 % for 614 banded and 19
returned to date. __

Savannah Sparrow Only ene of this species returned in 798’ but
it was important in being our longest-lived 3ava T
date having been first banded in 1977 as 3n adult male.

Seng Sparrow Song Sparrows with 3 returns coemprise 4.3
6% birds banded in 1980, There were two males and one

Heuse Finch Although t
Hingston, 1t is neverth
its recent eyxpansion in 1d went
0  and of these 5 were ¢ . in the fol ing breedin
(18.5 %). u mal e; ' We do not
er  they had wandsred r from Kingsto im the winter
do unow that 3 :
varicus feeéing
late April. HNot all of
Avenue, the ¢ia&a of ori
at Fimwood Streebt, a mals
Willingdon Avenue were még

The possibility that
uld  not

Heuse Finches are not entirely
e overlooked. Dr. Merrill Wood {(pers.
that some do migrate. He has banded at State (o
Pa; over 5,000 House Finches and has had notice of a num
recoveries from other places. It is too early for us to
whether or not any of the 60 that have now been banded in
ton have dispersed te other regions
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Saw -whet Owl Studies
at PEPt in 198l

Ron Weir!

Netting at Prince Edward Point of the Saw-whet Owl, Aegolius
cadicus, was done for the seventh consecutive autumn. Coverage
as maintained on 30 nights between September 24 and November 8.
n 14 other nights, rain, snow or high winds forced cancellstion
f the night shift. The use of 30 nights in the calceulation of
he Owl Index will allow a direct comparisen of results with pre-~
ious years.

A record number of 779 Saw-whets was banded in the period
nd  one foreign-banded bird was caught. Thia total far sxceeds
he previous high ¢f 552 in 1977 and raises the cumulative band-
ngs there since 1975 to 2745, The single bird wearing a foreign
and was captured on October 19 having been ringed on Toronte Ig-
ands sixteen nights previocusly on October 3. It i3 one example
f a Saw-whet moving in a direction oppesite from that suggested
y other recoveries, Whether the severe storms and heavy 5¥-W
inds experienced during the week of October 5 moved this bird to
EPt isa net known. However, the recovery of a 3aw-whet banded at
EPt on Octeber 16 and found 2 days later 60 km northeast at Cam-
en Fast was almost certainly due to tremendously strong
suthwest winds felt that weekend.

The control sites used for nets in previous years were again
hosen to allow a comparison of the owl migration between years
nd between sites, The site used in 1980 at the former United
ethedist Church located 9 km west of the lighthouse was not used
t all in 1981 and minor changes were made in the Cedar Woods
ecegsitated by fleeding from the heavy rains.

The distribution by age for 1981 is given in Table 1. A
atching year (HY) bird is known to be in the first calendar year
f life and iz identified by uniformly coloured and unworn flight
eathers. After hatching year (AHY) ineludes any bird known to

. 294 Elmwood Street; Kingston, ON K7M 2Y8
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Table 1. Age Distribution Saw-whet Owls

\:)
[
b

AHY 326 41.8 %
HY 454 58.2 %
Total 780

& a calendar year after its first and is identified by the
v a

in
esence of two-tone coloured flight feathers.

oo

Sex distribution is not listed in Table 1 even though
cherds, which are used to determine sex were measured on al
owls. Analysis of the wing chords of the Saw-whets band
PEPt before 1981 shows a bell-shaped curve ¢ HY
peak of which i3 separated from the peak of I-zhar
for the AHY group. The upper end of the HY curve over
lower end of the AHY curve showing that t
mest of the HY birds are shorter than those

i”ds In faet, it is the longer wing chords o
emales that ﬂve?iag the shortest wing chords of

,aies.

The that the sex ra
class wing chord i
terion )
9?»3&%1

AJg
3ex
CGf“Q?a
results

The timi
b-year avera
{norm Octeber
finding is ve i
netbting was ir g

toeh riod el
tien = in =
tained ‘throu
proved false.
caught, viz.
36, 1z 3571

The Owl Index for the 1981
shown in  Table 2. TF& Index correct
number of nights that nets were cpenead,

Net site selection in previous years established the loc
pathways along which the owls fly once PEPY i3 reached., The In-
dex in Table 2 for the four individual net sites is in the same
relative order as in 1980, but the value of the Index is up shar-
ply by 1.9 times in the Cedar Woods, by 1.8 in Traverse TA and at
the NWA sign, by 1.4 times in Traverse TR. The fact that 11 owls
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Table 2. Saw-whet Owl Index 1981
Owls per 1000 squares metres of net per night.

Index (# of owls caught)

Site: All sites 21.7 (780)
Cedar Woods 17.5 (318

Traverse (TR) 20.0 (167)

Traverse (TA) 28.5 (178)

NWA sign 33.0 (110)

Age Group: AHY (all sites) 9.05% {326
HY (all sites) 12.6 {(u454)

out of the TBO caught were not assigned to a net site results in
these eleven being excluded from the Index for the individual
sites but included in the 21.7 for all sites together.

A comparisen of the Index for each year since 1976 for ocon-
trol sites only is shown in Table 3. The contrel sites are in
the Cedar Woods and Traverse.

Table 3. Saw-whet Owl Index 1976-1981

1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981
AHY b7 3.3 3.6 3.6 8.4 8.
HY §.7 7.9 2.4 4.1 8.3 11.6
All owls 9.4 11.2 6.0 1.7 11.7 20,2
1976 -~ 1980 Average 1981
AHY 3.7 8.6
HY 5.5 11.6

The studies done between 1976 - 80 led to support of the
theory (Weir et al, 1980) that the adult Index remains relatively
censtant (3.3 to §.7) while that for first year birds undergoes
great fluctuation (2.4 to 7.9). 1In the big flight years, 1977
and 1980, the first year owls accounted for the large numbers of
migrants. The data for 1981 show an interesting change a3 the
Index for both age groups has risen sharply. The AHY Index for
1981 (8.6) is greater that the HY Index for the big flight years
in 1979 and 1980.

The S5-year average Index for 1976 to 1980 is also given in
Table 3 for each age class., A comparison of the 1981 Index with
that of the 5-year average for each age class shows a nearly con-
stant ratio at 2.3 (8.6 / 3.7) for AHY and 2.1 (11.6 / 5.5) for
HY. Why both adults and young migrated in such large numbers
during 1981 is unknown, but presumably it is linked to pepulation
levels and available food sources in those areas from which they
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emigrated.

The number of participants in the night banding continues to
increase, In addition to the 10 banders who worked one or more
nights, there were 5% regular workers and 173 other visitors who
zigned in, some of whom assisted. A number of overnight field
trips were made to the banding station to view the work and in-
cluded the Kingston Junior HNaturalists: Brownies, Cubs, Girl
Guides and Scouts from Prince Edward, Lennox-Addington and Fron-
tenac Counties; satudents from MacDonald College (Montreal) and
Carleton University {Ottawa): naturalists form the Ottawa Field
Naturalists, the Federation of Ontaric Naturalists field trip and
various individuals from Canada and the U.S.A.

Three species of bat were caught during the period, viz.
Little  Brown  Bat  (Myotis  lucifugus), Sil haired Hat
(Lasionycteris noctivagans) and Hed  Batb
Thanks are due to the (anadian Wildlife Servi
carry out the work in the National Wildlife
2ial assistance in purchasing nets.

F. Cooke, M. H. Edwards &% R.

migration of Sa
ward Peint, O
Gelhay ¢ B75-4BS,
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Waterfowl Banding

Rick Tait'

The msrshes along the shores of Lake Ontario have long Dbeen
wnown for the production of waterfoul, as well as many other
types of wildlife. These nubrient rich marshes net suly provide
excellent breeding habitat but alss are of vital impertance to
staging waterfouwl and the many other species that find food and
protectien in them during their nerth and scuthward migratisen.
Teday, in man's incresasing quest for mere asgricultural and indus-
trial land these marshes are being subjected to pressures of
development. For the last six years the Amherst Wildlife Founda~
tien, in ceoperation with the Yingston Field Naturalists, has
carried oub a waterfowl banding projeet to document the use of
this area by breeding and sbaging waterfowl.

pend ¢n the southwest shore 5f Amherst Tsland. This site made
ideal by a gravel ridge separating the pond from the lake and the
waves which would otherwise make banding impossible.

Az in past years, the banding site was a shallow lakeside
is
a

A 1ily pad trap measuring 5 by 2 metres was again set and
haited with whole corn for the duration of the trapping season.
Banding was started en the 9th of August and continued until the
14tk of September when all bait must pe cleaned up by law.

A tetal of 492 birds of § different species was banded {see
Table 13. This number is significantly lower than previous years
due to the late starting date (August 9 instead of early July).

T P50 Box 8371, Kingston, ON. K7L HX6
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Table 1. Waterfowl Banded in 1981 at Amherst Island

Mallard 293 American Wigeon 8
Black Duck 56 Redhead 10
Blue-winged Teal 109 Mallard X Black Duck Hybrid 2
Green-winged Teal 8 Canada Goose 5
Wood Duck 4

Pintail 2 Grand Total 492

The following is a breakdown of age and sex for the nine
species and one hybrid banded on Amherst Island during the 1981
banding season. These are included for general interest and
should not be interpreted as statistically meaningful.

Table 2. Age and Sex Breakdown
Waterfowl Banded av Amherst Island, 1981

Species HY M HY F HY U AHY ™ AHY F
Mallard 138 84 - 36 35
Black Duck 26 14 - 10 5
Blue-winged Teal 37 Lo - 19 13
Green-winged Teal 2 7 - - 4
Wooed Duck - - - 4 -
Pintail - - - 1 H
American Wigeon 1 - 2 - -
Mallard X Black Duck 1 - - i -
Redhead 53 4 - - -
Canada Goosze -~ i - i -

It shoeuld be noted that in all the above cases
tee low to accurately reflect the age/sex rat
af the individual species using the area.

RECOVERIES

Mallard Mallardsz have accounted for most of the recoveries fronm
this station to date. Most of the birds banded on Amherst
Island seem to follow a split migration with the majority of
birdas heading east te the Atlantic Flyway to join the
wintering flocks on the Cast coast between Delaware Bay and
Seuth Carelina. Mest of the other birds travel west of the
Appalachian Mountains and use the Mississippi Flyway. We
have alse noted a small number of Mallards wander west to
Michigan and Ohio; however, more returns will be needed Dbe-
fore something concrete can be said about these recoveries.

Black Dueck Black Ducks, like Mallards, follow the Atlantic and
the Mississippi- Flyways. The Blacks, which head east seem
to winter with the flock in the southeastern states (De-
laware to the Carolinas). The Mississippi Flyway Blacks are
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scattered through Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee.

Blue-winged Teal The Blue-winged Teal is the farthest-migrating
species that we encounter on Amherst Island. It is thought
that the Blue~wings from this area migrate up the St.
Lawrence River to the east coast and then migrate over the
ocean naet touching ground until they reach the Gulf of Mexi-
co or beyond., Recoveries for Blue~wings banded on Amherst
Island fit this thesis. There are recoveries from areas in
Quebec along the St. Lawrence and as far east as HNew
Brunswick. Then there is a gap in the recoveries until our
birds reach the south in Cuba, the Dominican Republic,
Celumbia and Puerte Rico.

Green-winged Teal Recoveries have shown that the Green-winged
Teal we band favour the east coast from Delaware to South
Carolina, and the gulf coast areas of Mississippi and
Louisiana. There are alse recoveries from the western
states of ITowa, Wisconsin and Utah.

Wood Duck Wooed Ducks are banded in small numbers at the Amherst
statien and returns have been few. Some have been recovered
in South Carelina, Georgila and Flerida. However, when deal-
ing with such low numbers it is difficult to draw many con-
clusions about the migratien of Weed Ducks from this area.

Pintaill Pintail acceunt for a very small percentage of the birds
banded on Amherst. Of general interest is a bird banded on
Amherst in 1877 and recovered in Czlifornia in 1680, This
is the second such recovery of a bird banded in 1977 ending
up in California,

American Wigeon and Gadwall Few Wigeon and Gadwall are banded on
Amherst JTsiand and we have yet to receive a recovery from
outside the area.

Canada Goose We have received reports of two recoveries of Cana-
da Geese that were released on Amherst Island. Beth birds
were hatched on the AWF study area, by a pair of captive
adults, and then released into the wild flozk to migrate na-
turally. One bird was a female which was raised during the
summer of 1979 and shot in Maryland in 1981. The other is a
male bird which was raised during the summer of 1977, and
retrapped and released during banding efforts by the Minis-
try of Natural Resocurces at Camden Lake in 1980,

Every year more and mere of the southern Ontarie wetlands
are being lost to agricultural drainage, and industrial and urban
development. Is is hoped that the banding efforts of the AWF and
the KFN will provide some firm grounds on which to fight this
seemingly never-ending destruction of such vital habitat.
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Bird Banding at
Maitland River, 19758l

John B. Miles

In the summer of 1975, regular bandin; began at
Wingham, Ontarioc, on the Haitland River {see Figure
port summarizes results o the end of i{e firat six
coverage.

t
&
i

reel of land {close to 1

tare} in the Maitland Riv , with just over 260 metres of
frontage on the nertheast si he river. The wvalley slopes
down about 30 metres below nding farmland. is wooeded,
primarily with S-metre hig edar and Femicca, ey
i :ive understory. A few pla f normally more 30U i1

tribution sre alszsc found i . iley, ing .

ri
hackberry and twinleaf.

Bird banding has been carried
a2 half seassons: fall of 1975,
through 1981, Trapping

ng is done w;tb

During the six and a half years,

{pilus 1 gués;e jes and 1 hybrid) were ban
additional 57 speclies have been observed.
over birds banded a *e nec%ab
site tghts ral

Wat i3, & i Vi?éo? an

ble Ugu 1981 immature Blue- grg«
19797 . The wide varistion in numbers of
caught each year is due to the occasional pr
roost on a gravel bar in the river.

As a family, blackbirds represent
at the Maitland River site. Warblers

To date T have had 5 recoveries of my birds and 7 foreign
9 3

T P.0. Box 659, New Hamburg, ON. NOB 2GO
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Number of Birds Banded at Maitland River Site,

Species 1978 1979 1980 Total
Green-winged Teal i
Sharp~shinned Hawk 2 2 8
Ruffed Grouse 4 9
Sera 1
Killdeer 2 1 Y
American Woodcock 1 2 4 i g
Common Snipe 1 1
Spotted Sandpiper 1 4] 19 20 9 T1
Herring Gull 1 1
Mourning Dove 9 10
Yeilow-billed Cuckoe 2 1 3
Black-~billed Cuckoo 1 10 5 2 23
Screech Owl 2 2 1 1 &
Saw-whet Owl 1 1 H 3
Belted Kingfisher 8 4 & & 13 1E 51
Common Flicker 1 4 i 4 3 3 5 oh
Pileated Woodpecker 3 3
Yellow-~bellied Sapsucker 3 1 3 2 10 L E 27
Hairy Woodpecker 2 8 4 7 8 16 & EES
Downy Woodpecker 3 9 4 8 5 g " 44g
Eastern Kingbird 9 7 4 & 3 29
Great-orested Flycatcher 25 19 15 19 15 7 9
Eastern Phoebe 9 3 2 3 “ & 41
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher & 7 i1 & & 11 uy
"Traillfs® Flycatcher 2 1 1 2 3 4 11
Legst Flycatcher 26 13 8 13 8 & 75
Fastern HWood FPewee 29 19 31 21 21 20 151
Qlive-sided Flycatcher 2 1 1 2 1 7
Tree Swallow 1 11 H g B i 34
Bank Swallow 4 13 3 10 5 35
Rough-winged Swallow 4 33 1 5 21 i 68
Barn Swallow 3 17 11 13 23 65
C1iff Swallow 2 2
Blue Jay 7 17 13 38 16 24 18 133
Black-capped Chickadee > 5 28 s 30 52 115 110 B35
White-breasted Nuthateh 7 14 12 g 11 i 73
Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 3 5 z 20
Brown Creeper 13 29 17 33 26 164
House Wren 1 19 25 23 19 102
Winter Wren 3 10 i 7 g kL
Gray Catbird 6 56 53 50 32 311
Brown Thrasher 1 7 7
Robin 1 26 23 24 31 176
Wood Thrush i 16 1z 21 10 78
Hermit Thrush ] ] 16 24 12 89
Swainson's Thrush 66 88 72 73 60 541




Species 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 Total
Gray~cheeked Thrush 18 10 5 6 1 y 3 §7
Veery 1 11 17 12 15 21 13 90
Blue-~grey Gnatcatcher 1 1
Gelden-crowned Kinglet 32 17 [ 14 17 100 38 224
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 35 20 19 24 33 54 21 206
Cedar Waxwing 77 27 89 45 49 41 328
Starling 2 2 2 1 7
White-eyed Vireo 1 1
Yellow~throated Vireo 1 3 I
Solitary Vireo 5 6 2 2 4 2 21
Red-eyed Vireo 15 38 23 36 34 21 17 184
Philadelphia Vireo 5 g 7 9 i 1 35
Warbling Vireo 13 6 3 1 2 25
Black-and-white Warbler 4 13 10 g 12 7 19 74
Prethonotary Warbler i 1
Golden-winged Warbler Z 1 3
Blue-winged Warbler 1 1
Brewster's Warbler 1 1
Tennessee Warbler 1y 50 27 138 57 77 69 42
Orange-crowned Warbler 4 4 1 i 1 3 2 17
Nashville Warbler 12 7 12 g 18 33 27 117
Parula Warbler 1 2 3
Yellow Warbler 7 L 7 3 i 25
Magnolia Warbler 19 48 us 49 28 39 50 278
Cape May Warbler 5] £} 37 7 3 5 G6
Black-~thrtd Blue Warbler 1 8 i 4] L 3 8 34
Yellow-rumped Warbler 55 41 5% 149 51 75 22 508
Black~thrtd Green Warbler ! 24 H 33 14 15 5 106
Blackburnian Warbler 4 24 5 29 9 11 18 106
Chestnut-sided Warbler 3 7 ] 17 8 10 20 &6
Bay-breasted Warbler 47 gl 83 17t 113 100 13t 734
Blackpoll Warbler g 6 6 g 7 6 5 48
Palm Warbler 1 1 1 5 2 10
Ovenbird 6 23 19 26 24 28 35 161
Nerthern Waterthrush 2 11 7 10 12 10 8 50
Louisiana Waterthrush 1 1 2
Mourning Warbler 2 7 [ 3 8 17 20 58
Common Yellowthroat 5 15 5 9 15 12 i 65
Wilson's Warbler 4 1 5 2 & 6 2u
Canada Warbler 1 15 21 14 21 i 38 120
American Redstart 9 z 18 16 5 7 57
House Sparrow i 1 5
Bobolink 2 1 1 1 5
Red-winged Blackbird 58 253 245 184 2u1 70 1051
Northern Oriole 67 32 68 5 45 46 303
Rusty Blackbird 2 2
Cemmon Grackle 12 41 29 10 12 37 141
Brown~headed Cowbird 54 82 38 18 23 13 228
Scarlet Tanager 1 20 10 2 6 i 3 46
Cardinal 1 4 2 i 6 5 22
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 7 59 97 102 92 120 85 562
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Indigo Bunting
Evening Grosbeak
Purple Finch

Common Redpoll
American Geldfinch
Rufous-~sided Towhee
Savannah Sparrow
Dark-—-eyed Junco
Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow

s
ot

e}
o
24

iy
=

CRa O

)
b b La RN

Lo

LA ot
My O N
[a)
&
ok
NI fed Y

—

L
- R
N L
Lad ]
ST
[o v A% EREY

s 3 (ad

3
7
1
1
3
@
5
g
1

o

1
T

W

Gambel's Wht-cr Spar.(Subsp.)

White-throated Sparrow
Fox Sparrow

Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow

Seng Sparrow

Total Species
plus

Total Individuals

e

o

o}

FUOW Gt ek XD b LD

]
e SR

o



retraps at the station (see Tables 7 and 3).

Key for Tables 2 and 3

Age: . = Local Sex: M = Male
U = Unknown F =z Female
AHY = After Hatching Year U = Unknown
HY = Hatching Year

Date - In Order: Day, Month, Year.

Table 2
Foreign Recoveries of RBirds Banded st Maltland River S8ite
Date Date Location of

Species Age Sex Banded Recover Recover
American Weodcock U ou Kinloss Twp, ON
Red-winged Blackbird AHY F Bowmanville, CH
Gray Catbird AHY F Port Hope, O
Black-billed Cuckoo AHY U 11-06-78 3. Gardiner, O
Swainson's Thrush HY U 06-09-81 21-09-81 Wingham, OHN

Table 3
Foreign Retraps of Birds at Maitland River Site

Date Date Locatien of
Species Age Sex Banded Retrapped Banding
Tree Swallow L U 20-07-80 10-05~81 nr. Guelph, COH
Song Sparrow AHY # 19-04-78 13-0H-80 Long Point, ON
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REVIEWS

A Guide to the Behavior of Common Birds

by Donald W. Stokes. Little, Brown and Company, Boston-Toronto,
1979. 336 pages.

In his first book, A Guide to Nature in Winter

Vs
Donald Stokes seemed intant on inciting naturalists to plore
and study nature during a season when many are content to relay
by a fireplace with memories of fall migrants, view ¢ lides
of last summer's botany finds or prepa for next s =

second book, A Guide to the Behavior of Common Birds
similar mischievous intent. This Lime Fa shallenges
Seasenal bird watcher, but alsoc the lister
his approach to birding. Stokes, himself, was uns
his birding: “What could T do with a bi d once I
Was there some other aspect of its t
winter? Or was I dependent on new
interest and keep me involved?®

83}

¥

Answers appear to have come from Stokes!

classic article by Konrad Lorenz in Scient
cember, 1958, entitled "The evolution of be
reading this, Stokes would have checked of

winter bird list while driving past the local
stops at the pond to watch what the Mallard
Grunt-Whistles angd Nod~Swimming while listening

e
Calls, Slow-Rhaebs and the Fersistent-Quack. Stokes has become a

A8

behavior watcher.

His enthusiasm for this new-found hobby takes
doors  in winter {(a preoccupation with Stokes, it seem
libraries of bird behavior research. Without doubt, the
effort makes this behavior guide possible. Helying hea
research journals, several handbooks and texts Stokes mak
infermation available to both beginning ? amateur
watchers who may have neither the access to research
nor the time to conduct their own search, A bibliogrs
major references for each species. The number varies from
te 14 titles, most of which would be recognized by serious stu-
dents of birds, e.g. Hochbaum and Johnsgard for waterfowl, Tin-
bergen for the Herring Gull, Kilham and Lawrence for weodpeckers,
and Odum and Smith for the Black-~capped Chickadee. Published
dates for these references extend from 1930 to 1978.

1
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fBehavior watchers will observe two major types of behavior:
sotivities that birds display while maintaining themselves and
social interactions with other individuals. tokes has selected
28  common species for this guide. I cannot imagine a day that I
couldn't readily lecate a half dozen sf his selections for
vehavior watching, including in winter.

t

i
i

The design and layout of this guide make it easy to read.
The index 1is oconveniently placed on the inside cover and lists
cnly the 25 chapters by name of species., FEach chapter is identi-
eal in organization, making thumb-searches easy. Chapter sub-
titles are: Introduction, Behavior Calendar, Display Gulide and
Behavior Description.

i3 with any guide book this one begins with 3 discussion of
topic, namely behavior watching, and a brief chapter on how to
uze the book. Brief, personal anecdotes may introduce some
species accounts; however, more often, Stokes identifies readily
sbservable behaviors to watch for when beginning a behavi S
and where and when to begin watehing a particular species,

o

The Behavior Calendar 1ists seven behavior categories (see
below) and @raphically identifies the months of the year to best
observe each behavier. The Calendar is set for 40 degrees labi-
tude; however, Stokes offers a simple calculation teo make it use-
ful at any latitude between 30 and 50 degrees nerth. For =y
backyard House Wren, I find Stokes® time estimates for its
fhehavior® somewhat early even with latitude correction.
Hevertheless, the Calendar can be easily modified to one's own
iceatity. In fact, confirming the Calendar's time gulide Deconmes
an interesting extension of behavior watehing.

The Display Guide provides the major information in egch
species account, Visual displays are aptly described and in most
instances illustrated by Stokes in black-line drawings. For the
much-studied Canada Goose, there are nine visual displays:

Bent-Neck, Head-Pumping, etc.; however, for the Common Yel-
lowthroat, there are but two displays. & meagre repertoire for
asuch an active warblert! Perhaps the behavior watching reguires
up-grading. This, of course, is the challenge of Stokes’ guide.
Can the American Robin have only three displays? Most of us have
1isted American BRobin often enocugh...hmmm. Auditory displays
complete the Display Guide section. These callis and songs are
described in what Stokes terms "verbal approximationa®. He iden-
tifieas the context in which they are given and which sex wutters
them. The FEastern Kingbird, for example, gives three distinct
calls, the Kitter-Call, Kt'zee-Cs and Zeer-Call. Both female
and male may be heard giving the Dawn-3ong (in the evening, tool.

The Behavior Description describes the individual and group
behaviors 1isted in bhe Behavior Calendar: territory, courtship,
nest-building, breeding, plumage, seasonzl movement and social
behavior. Stokes has performed a useful service to bird behavior
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illustrations of each species in a characteristic behavior
display, rather than a field identification pose. The common
Grackles are in the Bill-Tilt display and the Starling assumes an
appropriate pose to stir the interest of a behavior watcher; how-
ever, others, including the Gray Catbird, House Wren, Song Spar-
row and Blue Jay, assume the typical field identification pose -
‘lateral view or head details. Curiously, Stokes does neot ack-
nowledge Lansdowne's contribution which may suggest that the
selection of the artwork was a publisher's decision.

This past winter a friend sought advice about a science fair
project for his daughter in Grade 7. His inquiry included the
usual “what about acid rain, nuclear fall-ocut, solar heat
models...". I asked him how far it was to the leocal park. '"Not
far." "Yould she consider watching ducks - Mallard ducks?" 5She
would and  did. With the help of Donald Stokes' guide, this
father-daughter a home movie of courtship displays in

3 had a t successful project, I was in-
and non-pirder, possibly knows more about

Willism Wilson

DE ORNITOLOGIA

Sooiedad Mexicana de
Mexico 20, D. F; Mexico.

South Americs has the richest avifauns

Y mo diverse than that of either trop-

; 5 Asia. For that rezson it has long been
ologists, starting with men of the calibre of

Selater, who described 8o many species new
century, to the modern field~workers with
and behavioral studies. However, in
regrettable fact that the vast majority
been performed not by
ats  bubt ¥ inantly, with a few very
by Herth Americans and Northern Eursopeans.
situstion is changing and nowhere faster than

T think that in the future it will be recognized that the
publication of the first indigenous journal of ornithology in the
region was a significant milestone in the development of Central
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American ornithology. This Jjournal is "Centzontle", published
six times a year by the Sociedad Mexicana de Ornitologla (the
name, incidentally, is the Nahuatl word for a Mockingbird,
translating literally as "he who has many voices", whieh T  sup-

pose is a pretty good name for a Mockingbird).

The first issue, January-February, 1981, consists of sixty-
seven pages printed in black-and-white. In a preliminary edi-
torial, the objectives and methods of the journal are discussed.
They are, in fact, quite varied, ranging from encouraging on-
going studies on species whichk are in danger of extinetion to
performing studies on the histery of ornithology in Mexico. In
that respect, the make-up of papers in the first issue is partice
ularly informative and, I hope, typical of issues to come. We
have, for example, a study of the feeding and breeding habits of
Groove-billed Ani; an analysis of ornithological publications
concerning Mexican birds; a study of a Brown Pelican colony in
the state of Guerrero; a note on the occurrence of Jabiru (Jabiru
nycteria) and the King Vulture (Sarcoramphus papa) in the atate
ef Veracruz; an essay {which 1 found especially interesting)
Written in 1790 by José Antonio Alzate y Ramirez on humming-birds
and reproduced for itz historical interest; and finally, a very
useful article, well-illustrated by photographs, on how to  make
yeur own parabolic reflector.

From this it will be seen that journal is deliberately
catering to wide interests. I hope that it will succeed in
arcusing these interests in Mexicans.

It is possible to make some criticisms of the journal. The
standard of production i3 stil1l a little rough and, rather more
important, there are quite a lot of typographical errors, espe-
cially in literature references in English. However, I regard
these criticisms as minor.

The language of the journal is Spanish which, of course, is
as it should be. This will inevitably rather restrict its reader-
ship. Perhaps it might be advisable to provide translations in
English and German of the resumés of the papers, as 80 many joure
nals do. I, personally, would be rather pleased if the FEditors
of the journal would accept contributions concerning the avifauna
of the other republics of Central America; there are, for exam-
ple, a number of very fine ornithologists in Costa Rica and Pana-
ma.

In summary, the journal, “Centzontle", has, for al its
rough spots, got off to a most promising start and I would en-
courage anybedy with an interest in Neotropic ornithology to sub-
scribe.

o

David Brewer
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING

Instructions to Authors

Although emphasis is placed on material of
interest to banders, manuscripts of articles or
short notes dealing with any aspect of ornithol-
ogy are welcomed. Manuscripts should be type-
written and double-spaced. Vrite with precision,
clarity and economy using the active voice.
Tables and figures should be prepared on separate
sheets; do not rule tables. Never repeat the same
material in figures and tables; when either is
equally clear, a figure or graph is preferable.
Photographs should have good contrast for success-
ful reproduction. Identify figures, tables, and
photos on the back in pencil and by the same num-
ber in the space in the typescript where the iten
should be placed. Type the titles on separate
papers. Refer to the list of literature cited by
author's name and year adding page only if nec-
essary from a large paper or bock.

Contributors receive 25 reprints of theix
articles free. Additional reprints are to be paid
for by the author and these must be ordered at
the time the manuscript is returned for proot -
reading. Information on the cost of reprints is
available from the editor.

Authorized as Second Class Mail by the Post
Office Department,Ottawa and for payment of
postage in cash.







