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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION
SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 1976

Marsnall Field *
and

William Rayner *

There has been a continual yearly increase in numbers of raptor banded
since our first season in 1969, so the year of levelling off or a decrease
had to come eventually. In 1976, there were 1,178 fewer raptors banded at
Hawk C1iff than in the previous year, see Table #1, The contributing
factors to this decline was a decrease in coverage hours at the stations,
see Table #6 and very poor trapping opportunities during the month of
December. A history of published reports was outlined in the 1974 Annual
Report

MITHODS

The location of Hawk Cliff is latitude 420 41 N, longitude 810 10'W
in Elgin County, Ontario, Canada. The ecological setting was described
by Field, 1970,

STATION CHANGES

A map of Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station area showing the location
of each individual station is in Figure #1. The changes in location involved
#5, #2 and #7 stations. The building at #7 station was moved to #2 location,
see Figures #1 and #2,and set up 12.2 metres to the south of the research
building., This placed the station closer to the bownets and will allow
banding to be carried out without possible interference from anyone working
on a research project in the larger building. The new station established on
the Bob Ward farm, .804 metres north of the Ontario Water Resources filtration
plant is now referred to as #7, see Figure #1 and #4, The #5 station was
moved to a new position about 183 metres to the north east, also see Figure #1
and #3, with existing sumac and wild grape providing good background material
for mist nets, The station was set low by digging to a depth of 0,9 metres in

the existing rise of ground level,

* Marshall Field, 89 Elm St., St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada, MS5R 1H7
* William Rayner, 36 Valerie St., St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada. N5R 1A8
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Figure #1~- Map of woodland and fields in vicinity of

Figure #2-
The new trapping
building at

#2 location,
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The new position

for #5 station.
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Table #2, It was a low migratio
dropped to almost half of the 1975 figu

slight increase to ten. American Kestrels sh

but that may be due to better catchi

station,
STATION #5 AND #7 RESULTS

Table #2 shows the drastic increase in numbers of raptors banded at
the new location, #5 station, an increase of 703 over 1975, The new #7
station showed promise especially with Red-tails as they tend to fly

farther inland late in the season.

AGE CLASS DISTRIBUTION

This is shown in Table #3., Again this year about B85% of nawks

were hatching year birds.

EFFECTIVENESS OF VARIOUS CATCHING METHODS

Monthly totals are compared in Table #k, Migrating hawks were captured
at Hawk Cliff through the first week of January and each succeeding months
by other methods such as roadtrapping and nest boxes,

A comparison of lure birds is presented in Table #5, The cowbird

continues to be the most effective lure for the smaller accipiters, The

numbers of each species caught by the various methods are in Table #7. st
nets continue to be our prime trapping tool for the smaller hawks while the

bownet is relied upon more heavily for the larger species.

HAWK SIGHTINGS

Observations are listed in Table #8. Sightings from the banding stations
are not always the most desirable because of the impossibility to trap, band
and observe at the same time during an active trapping day. These observa-
tions do give some indication of the volume of birds passing through and
are processed to try and eliminate the possible inter-station overlap,
These are also included in the report of the Eastern Great Lakes Region for
the Hawk Migration Association of North American as presented by compiler
Dave Copeland of Hamilton, Ontario. They are also reported to Clive
Goodwin for the Ontario Naturalist and American Birds,

A legend relating the English names to scientific names and to

abbreviations is in Table #11.
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KESTREL NEST BCK PROGEAM

The Kestrel nest box program was continued again this year. This
project was initiated in 1974 and reported in Untario Bird Banding,
Vol.10, Wo.l and Vol.1l, No.l. The results are listed in Table #9.

In Area A, St. Thomas South, eight female Kestrels were captured on

the nest, seven of these were new bandings and one a return, The
return had occupied nest box #21, two miles to the east in 1975 ard
this box had been disrupted when the Bell Telephone Company had removed
the pole. A young Kestrel from John Lemon's nest box project near
Lively, Ontario, banded in July was recaptured at Hawk Cliff in
September, see Table #10., It is surprising that none of our local
nestlings were recaptured at Hawk C1liff during the fall of 1976.

There were no major changes in territories or the number of boxes this

year.
HAWK CLIFF VIEWING WEEKEND

The Ministry of Natural Resources with assistance from the St.
Thomas Field Naturalists Club and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding
Station sponsored another viewing weekend in September, The banding
station was able to contribute again by providing captured hawks
for the public to see and photograph at close range. This event was

a highlight for the seasoned and novice hawk watcher.

FOREIGN RECOVERIES, FOREIGN RETRAPS, RETURNS AND REPEATS
These are listed with details in Table #10.

(1) Foreign Recoveries
By definition of the term, these birds died at or before time of
recovery.

(2

st

Foreign Retraps
These birds were caught and released in a different 10" grid
than where they were banded.
(3) Returns
A return is a bird recaptured and released after at least 90 days
in the same 10' grid where it was banded, e.g. at or near Hawk Cliff,
(4) Repeats
A repeat is a bird recaptured and released within 89 days in the
same grid where it was banded.

N
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The new #7 Station on the Bob

Ward farm.
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TABLE #1

1969 1970-71 1971-72 1972 1973 1974

-3

Gosx - 5 3 13 w1z

SSH 40 166 223 390 446 1398

CH g 10 50 ‘ 81 49 50

RT 4 71 ey 285 398 262

RS - 3 5 4 10 1

Bd 1 - - Bl 1 %

RL - - 5 3 - 2 2 - 1z

GE - - - 1+ - - - - 1

VH 1 2 28 33 29 50 56 37 236

GYR - - - - 1% . - - 1

PF 1 1 L - 1 1 1 - G

M - - - 1* - 3 6 2 12

AK 143 85 56 212 2Lg 486 721 761 2713

BNO - - - - 1% - _ _ 1

SCo 2 - 2 1 8 1 G 6 40

GHO - 1 7 18 20 15 - 4 65

SNC - - - - - 1% 1 - >

HO - - - 1% - - - - 1

LEO - - 4 1 b 1 5 2 17

SWO 1 - - 12 Lg 5 £9

NeShrike - - - - - 3% 2 - 5

L.Shrike - - - - 1% - - - 1
202 344 733 1057 1260 2344 4276 3080 13296

* denotes first of species banded

** gee Table #11 for legend to English ard scientific names
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TABLE # 8 DAILY TOTALS OF RAPTCRS OBSERVED-1976

AUGUST SEPTEMBER

293031 4 2 3 4 5.6 7 9 10 11 1tz 43 1k 15 16
v 1 2
GO3 1
SSH 1 2 2 319 80 1126 4 731 566 243 167 534 115
cp 1
RT 1 & 20 5 1 1 61
RS
BW 1 525 31 4 1 383
Sw
GE
MH 1 21 15 19 3 3 5 14 16 8 5 26 6
03 1 3 2 5 5
PF
M

Ak 642 5 61191318 132152 4 7 16 132 119 61 Ly 208 47

6 4 6 612316 20 1000 302 8 136 25 891 P04 317 219 777 59

3.

it
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17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 27

I
[es]
n
Nal

O TUTALS

120 1771 1564 352 610 402 9k 252 1308 661 380 326 603 11734
7

L8 1 1 4 23 11 40

1 1116 9 3 g 20 18 2 14£
1 3 4

7 2083 659 é & 34 L5173 766 1247 5972
1 1

1 1

17 52 s 4 15 23 1 3 32 12 20 20 18 396
5 28 18 2 4 42 11 4 9l
2

1 3 i

240 1sh5 277 30 230 167 1k 289 367 247 317 300 505 5661

390 5495 2601 396 877 6O 156 732 1730 1756 2003 €70 1135 23773
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TABIE # 8 DAILY TOTALS OF RAPTORS OBSERVED-1976
DECEMBER

3 4 5 7 11 12 14 18 19 24 28 29 31 TOTALS
TV 1 1
SSH 1 1 2
cp 2 2
RT 79 8 4y 220 34 L2 5 1 5 13 6 1 425
RS 1 1 6 10
RL 3 & 2 11
BE 1 1
MH 1 14 9 1 2 27
AKX 1 1 1 1 4
82 24 60 227 43 L3 9 1 6 15 8 1 483
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TABLE #11

N.Shrike

L.Shrike
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Legend of Bnglish and sclentific names and abbreviations

Turkey Vulture
CGoshawk
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Red-talled Hawk

Red-shouldered Hawk

Broad-winged Hawk
Swainson's Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Bagle

Bald Eagle

Marsh Hawk

Oaprey

Gyrfalcon
Peregrine Falcon
Merlin

American Kestrel
Barn Owl

Screech Cwl

Great Horned (wl
Snowy Owl

Hawk Owl
Long-eared Owl
Saw-whet Owl
Northern Shrike

Loggerhead Shrike

Cathartes aura
Accipiter gentilis
Accipiter striatus
Accipiter cooperii
Buteo jamaicensis
Buteo lineatus
Butec platypterus
Buteo swainsoni
Buteo lagopus
Aguila chrysastos
Haliaeetus leucocephalus
Circus cyaneus
Pandion haliastus
Falco rusticolus
Falco peregrinus
Falco columbarius
Falco sparverius
Tyto alba

Ctus asio

Bube virginianus
Nvctea scandiaca

Surrnia ulula

sio otus

>

Aegolius acadica
lanius excubitor

Laniusz ludovicianus







ONTARIC BIRD BANDING
INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

Although emphasis is placed on papers of
interest to banders, articles or short notes on
any aspect of ornithology are welcomed. Write
With preceision, clarity and economy; use the active
voice. Refer to your list of literature cited
by author's name and year of publication, adding
Page number only when necessary and from a long
paper or book. Manuscripts must be typewritten

with new black carbon ribbon, with a maximum of

66 letter spaces to the line and duuble-spced.
Tables, and figures should be prepared on separate
sheets, with the number in pencil on the back.

Bear in mind that if a table is too large it will
have to be reduced in size so much that it nay
become unreadable. Do not rule tables. When either
is equally clear a figure or graph is preferable

to a table. If much detail must be included in

a table use a smaller size of type. Type the titles
of figures, charts, graphs and illustrations on
separate pieces paper. Photographs must have good
contrast for reproduction.

Contributors receive 15 copies or separates
of their articles free.

Ontario Bird Banding is published by the
Ontario Bird Banding Association. The annual
membership dues of $6.00 include a subscription to
Ontario Bird Banding. Single copies are avai=-
l-ble at $1.50 each from the Membership Secretary.

Authorized as Second Class Mail by
the Post (Office Department, Ottawa,
and for payment of postage in cash.
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