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BANDING RECOVERY OFA SNOWY OWL

Frank H. Folemsbee

This brief article concerns the Southern Ontario
banding of a Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca), and its
recovery three years and two months later in Northern
Ontario. Banding-recovery data and a short discussion
are presented.

BANDING DATA

Place and
Species Band No. Age and Sex Date Banded

Snowy Owl 509-14701  AHY-Female Niagara Falls,
Ontario;
4 Feb., 1965.

RECOVERY DATA

Place and Date

How Obtained Recovered By Recovered
Shot L. H. Eckel Mouth of Albany
Dept. Lands and River, Ontario

Forests, Cochrane (on James Bay);
Office,Ontario. April, 1968

DISCUSSION

This bird was trapped during routine, winter-
time raptor banding operations in the Niagara Penin-
sula, {(see Folemsbee, 1965). It was captured on a
bal-chatri trap using a feral pigeon (Columba 1livia)
as a lure, near the Niagara River.




The seasonal movements of Snowy Owls over North
America are generally well-documented by ornitholo-
gists although the causative factor(s) are not pre-
cisely understcod, and therefore prediction success
is poor. The subject bird was apparently a winter-
ing individual in the banding area (or possibly
farther south), and was shot while moving through
the recovery area, in passage to a breeding area
farther north. The recovery location is approxi-
mately 647 linear wiles from the banding point, in a
dgrecticn nearly true north, (westerly deflection of
9~ 1%).

In North America, Godfrey (1966) and Bent (1938)
both outline the breeding range of this circumpolar
nesting species, as extending regularly southward
from the Arctic Archipelage to Northern Manitoba
(Churchill), the Belcher Islands in Hudson's Bay,
and Northern Ungava (Povungnituk). These areas
are approximately 665 miles, 280 miles and 525
miles respectively, from the recovery location with
a generally northern orientation. Bent further
gives egg dates ranging from May 25th to June 30th,
throughout the breeding range. The transient status
of this bird in both banding and recovery locations
is then established upon the information of these
authors. Evidence by Cooke (1941) and Cooke (1950),
citing the field work of Frank J. Vejtasa in North
Dakota during the 1930's, indicates that individual
Snowy Owls tend to return to the same general win-
ter range in succeeding, if not consecutive, years.

During "processing", a partial cataract was
noted in the left eye of the owl. The centre of
opacity appeared to be on the lens near the upper
rim of the dilated pupil, at the edge of the iris
and spreading with decreasing intensity from that
point. Extending well down over the .pupil lens,




vision of the eye must surely have been impaired
although to an unknown degree. A cataract condi-
tion, though less severe, has been noted in other
individuals of the species, processed through this
banding station.

At Delta, Manitoba, Keith (1960) indicated
that Snowy Owls can be reliably sexed by weight.
From his collected sampling, eight females averaged
2,314 grams with extremes of 2,624 to 2,034 grams,
while four males averaged 1,808 grams with extremes
of 1,936 to 1,617 grams. The subject bird weighed
2,183 grams.

Hamerstrom (1962) preferred to use locking-
type bands for Snowy Owls in Wisconsin and further
states, ''some larger hawks and owls can remove or-
dinary (butt-type) bands". I, too prefer to use
locking-type bands for raptor banding but it should




be noted that band number 509-14701 was '"soft"
aluminum, butt~type band and was retained by this
large, powerful raptor for over three years.
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AN IMPROVED TECHNIQUE FOR CAPTURING
SAW-WHET OWLS

Paul M, Catling

Many banders have encountered Saw-whet Owls
roosting during the day. The ease with which these
birds are closely approached is well known. Fre-
quently they can be captured by hand, and some
banders have used this technique most effectively.
Austing (1958, Audubon Magazine 60: p. 275) has
described how he has used a dog, or a glove thrown
in the air, to distract a Saw-whet, thereby facili-
tating hand capture. He recounts one rather humorous
occasion when no dog was available, and when the owl
was just beyond arm's reach. "In order to gain the
necessary 'altitude', I climbed atop Worth's shoulders.
Staggering beneath his load, Worth inched his way for-
ward while Ed was shuffling around on the ground,
barking like a dog, and trying to distract the bird.
Carefully parting the branches, I snatched the be-
wildered little owl from the perch.”

In my experience the noose and pole has proven
to be a more effective method. This is widely used
in the form of a loop of rabbit-snare wire tied on=-
to the end of a stick. The noose is carefully
placed over the owl's head intc a position about the
neck, and then the owl is yanked down. It is some-
what surprising that this vioclent vanking never seems
to injure the owl. However, this is not to say that
it doesn't. Owls do escape sometimes, but the major




Fig.

A fly-casting fishing-rod, with a loop of
braided picture cord wire fastened to the
top of the pole, but closed from its base.
Such an apparatus is more effective, more
convenient, and removes the possibility of
any ill-effect.




objection to this method 1s that the wire occasional~
1y snaps, and the owl may escape with the noose
securely fixed about its neck. This happened to me
once, and several hours were spent in chasing a very
frightened owl, until it could be recaptured and the
noose removed. This experience, as well as the
difficulty of loosening the nooses, and the incon-
venience of searching woodlands for straight poles

of suitable length (sometimes they are difficult to
find), caused me to refine my methods.

I was finally satisfied with a fly-casing
fishing-rod, with a loop of braided picture cord
fastened to the top of the pole, but closed from its
base (Fig.). The three~piece fishing-rod is easily
transported ag a light weight wunit 3.5 ft. long, and
can be assembled to 7 £t or 10.5 ft. It can be
carried into dense thickets, or trees, and there
assembled easily. However, the most important in-
novation is the type of noose and its mechanism. A
simple loop closed against a padded surface from the
base of the pole requires no violent yanking. The
noose ig easily re-opened, and it is impossible for
an owl to escape with a noose around its neck. The
slow closure of the loop is also a great advantage
to capture. Braided picture cord (Bulldog - No. 1,
8 strands) is especially appropriate because it is
strong and resilient, with the result that the
roundness of the loop is not spoilt by touching a
branch. In choosing a fishing-rod, it is important
to select one that does not vibrate excessively at
the tip. Split-cane or bamboo rods are usually
better than fibreglass in this respect.

I think banders may find the apparatus which T
have described, to be more efficient, more convenlent
and more generally suitable because the possibility
of any ill-effect is removed.

104 VICTORIA PARK AVE., TORONTO 13, ONTARIO.




AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LITERATURE
ON THE SAW-WHET OWL

John G, Woods

References to the Saw-whet ﬁwi {ﬁmggﬁlus
acadicus) in the literature are iy fragment-
ary and diffuse. The following bibl 1&ﬁraphy is an
attempt to consolidate these references. I have in-
cluded all papers known to me which present original
information on this species with the exception of
purely distributional records of local interest only.
T would like to draw special attention to the paper
by Mueller and Berger (1967) which describes a
method of ageing Saw-whet Owls in the hand.

It is particularly fitting that such a biblio-
graphy appear in an Ontario bird-banding jourmal
because more than one-half of all the Saw-whet Owls
banded in North America have been handled by Ontario
bird-banders.

I thank Dr. A.L.A. Middleteon of the Department

of Zoology, University of Guelph, for making
library facilities available to me.
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RAPTOR-TRAPPING AT TORONTO
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Ulrich Watermann

Toronto International Airport, a wide, open,
treeless area, is an ideal wintering ground for the
arctic Snowy Owl. During the winter an experienced
birdwatcher can count up to ten owls 'a day on the
airport and its immediate vicinity. In addition,
dozens of Red-tailed and Rough-legged Hawks are to
be found hunting for mice and other rodents on the
hundreds of acres of grassland in between and along
the runways.

There is a real danger of collisions between
these raptors and aircraft. The Snowy Owls
especially have the very hazardous habit of sitting
close to the runway, perhaps for warmth, then flying
up when a jet passes. In December 1970 some $50,000.
worth of damage was done to an engine of a DC8 when
an owl was sucked in. 1In order to control the situa-
tion the Airport Maintenance personnel and R.C.M.P.
shoot as many birds as possible; however fresh birds
take their place within a few days.

In December 1970, after witnessing the shooting
of an owl, my friend Dieter Rosenkranz and I managed,
with the help of Mr. and Mrs. McKeever of Vineland
and Air Canada Captain D. Franklin, to get a trap-
ping licence for hawks and owls at the airport. We
started trapping without much idea as to the best
method for catching Snowy Owls. We set some padded
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pole-traps on poles five feet high and sixty feet apart
with a bait pigeon in between. We were successful

the very first time we used this technique, catching

a male Snowy Owl. Altogether three Snowy Owls were
caught in this way. Although this method worked well,
it was time-consuming, since somebody had to watch

the open traps all the time to prevent the owls

freeing themselves. On cold nights this was not much
fun for the trapper who had to wait up to two hours.

After being chilled to the bone several times
we imported two German goshawk-baskets into Canada.
The gos-basket consists of a screen-protected basket
for the pigeon and an automatic bownet on top. When
homing-pigeons are used as bait the trap can be set
so that the door of the pigeon's cage opens when the
trap is sprung; when the pigeon comes home, you know
you have caught a raptor. This trap was very effect-
ive on hawks and owls; during the first season we
caught seven Snowy Owls, three Rough-legged Hawks
and four Red-tailed Hawks. That season we also
picked up four injured owls. The hawks were released
immediately at the Lakeshore Generating Station; four
Snowy Owls were released near Caledon in February and
four others at Lake Scugog at the end of March. The
three remaining birds had permanent injuries. We
were quite happy with the result as the Airport
Maintenance personnel shot only one owl after we
started trapping.

In the spring of 1971 Dieter Rosenkranz went
back to Germany and Dominic Di Carlo joined the pro-
gramme. Five more gos-baskets were built and trap-
ping started in December 1971. Traps were set most
of the time., Dominic checked them in the morning
and I in the evening. We only closed the traps when
weather conditions were bad or we were out of pigeons.
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A gos-basket set and baited

The provision of pigeons as lures was a problem
during the whole season and help in this matter
would be appreciated next winter.

Altogether 52 birds were caught last winter.
However, I think that, by avoiding mistakes, this
total could be doubled next winter.

The hawks were released at the Lakeshore Gene-
rating Station. Prior to February 18th Snowy Owls
were released west of Kitchener, and after that date
in a Conservation Area east of Toronto.

We hope to extend the list of trapped species
to Marsh Hawks and some accipiters during fall
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migration. We will also try other trapping methods
like the Norwegian goshawk-trap, and perhaps mist-~
nets for Short—eared Owls. Bal~chatris were found
to be ineffective on Snowy Owls.

1 would like to thank Mr. Jack Coles, Dr.
Antonio Salvadori and Mr. and Mrs. McKeever for
donating a trap each for the programme. Dr. Salvadori
also provided us with bands and the McKeevers took
care of injured birds.

Raptors trapped at Toronto International Airport
during the winter 71/72

Species Dec. Jan. Feb. March Total
Snowy Owl 1 6 g 2 18
Great Horned Owl 1 1
Red-tailed Hawk 3 12 6 9 30
Rough-legged Hawk 1 2 3

Total - 5 18 16 13 52

This list includes the birds that were found injured
on the airport. The injured birds were 6 Snowy Owls
and one Rough-legged Hawk. Two owls and the Rough-
legged Hawk could be released after treatment, one
owl had to be destroyed and three owls are still under
Mrs. McKeever's care in Vineland.

24 ROSELAND DRIVE, TORONTO 14,  ONTARIO.









