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LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: 1965 REPORT

DJT. HUSSELL, W.A MARTIN, RW. STAMP, AND P.S. WOODFORD

INTRODUCTTION
by D.J.T. Hussell

During 1965, the Observatory employed a warden for the first
time, and he was stationed at the eastern end of the point
(Area 1 - see Figure 1) from 1 April to 31 October., This had
a marked beneficial effect on the activities of the Observatory
and, particularly, on the gquality and continuity of the work
being done. The duties of the warden were admirably carried
out by T, Davis from 1 May to 31 October and by R, McCleary
from 1 to 30 April. G.L. Holroyd and R.D. Montgomerie were
employed as assistants for one month during the summer and
autumn,

As in previous years, various improvements and additions
were made to the buildings and traps. A new house-trap was
built in Area 2, and a new duck trap was built in Area 1.
Construction of a fourth Heligoland trap in Area 1 was started
using materials from the portable trap transferred from Point
Pelee.

The numbers of birds and of species banded in 1965 were
the highest since the Observatory started operating in 1960.
This was due largely to extended coverage provided by the
warden and to increased activity at the Breakwater (Area 2).
The presence of the warden throughout the summer allowed more
work to be done on breeding birds and resulted in some inter-
esting records of late spring and early fall migrants that
had been missed in previous years.

For the second successive year, over 2,000 ducks were
banded. Spring banding of Redheads® was very successful and
resulted in a number of interesting recoveries. Large numbers
of Blue-winged Teal were banded in the fall; most were trapped
at the base of the point, but some were taken in Area 1.

The number of recoveries increased considerably, mainly

% Scientific names of birds may be found in the "List of
species recorded" on page 65,

30

Ontario Bird Banding, 3: 30-78. June, 1967




31

*seaxe Sulpueq Jo suorlenol Suimoys ‘iurtog BuoT

‘1 2an8t14g

1v3YyY

Y

JSNOHLHDIN

ANtIOd d4Mmg ™

AVY

SITIW

SUILIWO N

¢ V3dv

M

ANYIST SNOSHIAY

LNIOd DHNOT

LINTOd AIMENL

IOVLII0D §¥3d3IIM
H HILYMAYING

¥ ¥ T T
& k4 € z

I3 T T

§ L o =

ISNOHLIHD T d10
¢ V3IYV T VIV

NO39YN1Ss

NVYMOY 1H0d

AVYE ¥ INNI




32

because of the large number of ducks now being recovered.
The Observatory's first recoveries south of the equator came
from two Blue-winged Teal in Brazil.

In addition to general banding and observational work, a
number of specific projects were also underway; these showed
good progress during the yecar, as noted in the appropriate
section of this report. Always of interest are the occur-
rences of unusual species, which enliven the routine; among
the highlights of 1965 were the observation of a Willet and
the trapping of a Worm-eating Warbler and a Harris' Sparrow.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

by P.S. Woodford and D.J.T. Hussell

The following summarizes the results of the Observatory's
activities in 1965.

No. of days operating 221
No. of persons cooperating (approx.) 75
No. of birds banded 16,400
Ne. of recoveries reported during the vear 166
No. of foreign banded birds recovered 59
No, of species recorded 227
-
e Y
- -~ -~
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MIGRATION HIGHLIGHTS

by R.W. Stamp

The major features of each migration season are described
in this section.

Spring
Coverage:

Area 1 (Lighthouse): 23, 24 January; 20, 21
February; 13, 14, 27, 28
29, 30 March; 1 April;
30 June.

Area 2 (Breakwater): 20 February; 13, 14, 27, 28
March; 10 to 30 April; 1, 2,
8: 9: 15, 16: 17 May.

Area 3 & 4 (Prov. Park): 275 28 March; 3 to 24 April;
2, 22 May; 2, 12, 19, 25 to
30 June,

The first major influx of passerines occurred on 11, 12 and
13 April with Brown Creepers, Golden-crowned Kinglets, Robins,
Song Sparrows, Savannah Sparrows, Vesper Sparrows, and Slate-
colored Juncos present in good numbers, On 15 April, a moderate
influx of Brown Creepers and Golden-crowned Kinglets was
evident mainly in Area 2. %

i

On 20 April, there was a very heavy grounding of migrants,
mainly Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Golden-crowned Kinglets, Brown
Creepers, Yellow-shafted Flickers, Eastern Meadowlarks, and
Slate-colored Juncos. Heavy concentrations of the same specie
were present the next day, but numbers of White-throated
Sparrows and Field Sparrows showed a marked increase.

E
{

Very few birds were evident on 22 April, but on 23 April
extremely large numbers of migrants were present (over 1,100
banded). The major species were the same as on 20 April.

There were many migrants on both 25 and 26 April, and on 29
and 30 April very heavy concentrations of Ruby-crowned Kinglets
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Golden-crowned Kinglets, and Brown Creepers were noted in
Area 2. There was no evidence of this influx in Area 1.

There were few birds in early May, although moderate in-
creases were noted on 2 and 7 May. On 17 May, large con-
centrations of Bank Swallows, Cliff Swallows, and Barn Swallows
were evident although other small birds were almost absent.

An influx of warblers (18 species) and lLeast Flycatchers
occurred on 19 May, There were few birds around for the re-
mainder of the migration period,

Autumn
Coverage:

Area 1 (Lighthouse): 1 July to 31 October;

28 November; 4, 5 December.
Area 2 (Breakwater): 15, 23, 24, 30, 31 July;

1, 2, 7, 8, 28, 29 August;

4y 5, 6, 18, 25, 26 September;

30, 31 October; 4, 5 December.,
Area 3 & 4 (Prov. Park): 1 to 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24,

25 July; 8, 15, 17 August;
to 12 September.

There was only light grounding of migrants throughout August
until the 28th and 29th when an influx of least Flycatchers,
Traill's Flycatchers, Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, and 15
species of warblers occurred., Another influx of warblers
and flycatchers occurred on 6 September, On 9 September, a
very heavy grounding of small birds occurred., The major species
involved were Least Flycatcher, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and
warblers of 20 species, mainly Yellowthroat and Magnolia.

The next grounding of any size occurred on 25 and 26 September
with large numbers of Gray-cheeked Thrushes, Swainson's Thrushes,
Brown Thrashers, Catbirds, and 20 species of warblers, The
number of birds declined until 2 and 3 October when a moderate
influx took place; incoming species were mainly White-throated
Sparrow, Hermit Thrush, White-crowned Sparrow, and Myrtle
Warbler.
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From 9 to 14 October, many grounded migrants were observed
daily with peak numbers occurring on 10 October. The princi-
pal species involved were Myrtle Warbler, White-throated
Sparrow, and Song Sparrow.

The last influx, before the end of continuous coverage,
occurred on 23 October with Slate-colored Juncos, Hermit
Thrushes, Myrtle Warblers, Golden-crowned Kinglets, Ruby-
crowned Kinglets, and Brown Creepers all present in sizeable
numbers.

Activity at the Lighthouse

The kill of birds at the lighthouse was relatively light
in the spring. A total of 174 birds of 42 species were killed,
the most numerous species being Yellowthroat, Veery, and
Swainson's Thrush. The largest total on a single night occur-
red on 1 to 2 June when 71 birds were killed,

Although 93 birds were killed on 5 to 6 September, there were
no large kills during the fall migration, Of 326 birds killed
during the fall, 264 were killed on 19 different nights in
September,

BANDING

by P.S. Woodford

A detailed summary of the birds banded is presented in
Tables 1, 2, and 3. 1In Area 1, the majority of the birds
were caught in the three large Heligoland traps. A house-
trap, some smaller traps, and mist-nets, mainly large mesh,
were used also. 1In Area 2, most of the birds were caught in
mist-nets with others being taken in a Heligoland trap and
a house~trap. In Areas 3 and 4, ducks were trapped almost
exclusively.

The banding total increased to 16,400 birds of 158 species
this year owing mainly to the presence of the warden in
Area 1 from 1 April to 31 October and also to some concentrated
banding in Area 2 in the spring. Previously, the largest
number, 13,439 birds of 147 species, was banded in 1962. As
in other years, except 1964, the most numerous birds banded
were sparrows (Fringillidae). As in 1964, the species most
frequently banded was the Blue-winged Teal (1,708).

!
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The following species were banded for the first time in
965: American Bittern, Whistling Swan, Canvasback, Red-tailed
awk, Lesser Yellowlegs, Snowy Owl, and Harris' Sparrow.

TABLE 1. DISTRIBUTION OF BIRDS BANDED BY FAMILIES

Family No. Banded Percentage
‘ringillidae (Sparrows) 4,754 29.0
snatidae (Ducks) 2,104 12.8
’arulidae (Warblers) 2,038 12.4
‘urdidae (Thrushes) 1,328 8.1
jylviidae (Kinglets) 1,255 7.6
terthiidae (Bfown Creeper) 1,143 7.0
fcteridae {(Blackbirds) 978 6.0
fyrannidae (Flycatchers) 536 3.9
Picidae (Woodpeckers) 520 3.2
dimidae (Catbirds & Th%ashers) 260 1.6
firundinidae (Swallows) 218 1.3
Jturnidae (Starling) 170 1.0
Jthers 996 6.1

Totals 16,400 100.0
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TABLE 2. BANDING TOTALS FOR DIFFERENT AREAS
Area Spring Totals

1 4,424 9,364

2 3,773 4,675
3 and 4 499 2,361

Totals 8,696 16,400
TABLE 3. BANDING TOTALS
Species No, Recoveries® Foreign®¥
Banded Recoveries

Green Heron 1
least Bittern 1
American Bittern 2
Whistling Swan 1
Mallard 102 62 6
Black Duck 19 13
Pintail 1
Green-winged Teal 3 3
Blue-winged Teal 1,708 69 13
Wood Duck 18 5 2
Redhead 246 23
Ringed-necked Duck 5
Canvasback 1 A
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TABLE 3, CONTINUED
Species No. Recoveries® Foreign¥¥
Banded Recoveries
Sharp~-shinned Hawk 114 5
Cooper's Hawk 1
Red-tailed Hawk 1
Marsh Hawk Z
Pigeon Hawk 1
Sparrow Hawk 14
Ring-necked Pheasant 1
Virginia Rail 2
Sora 2
Semipalmated Plover 3
Piping Plover 3
Killdeer 20
Ruddy Turnstone 1
American Woodcock 8
Spotted Sandpiper 15
lesser Yellowlegs 1
least Sandpiper 1
Dunlin 6
Semipalmated Sandpiper 6
Sanderling 1
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TABIE 3, CONTINUED

Species No. Recoveries® Foreign¥¥
Banded Recoveries

Herring Gull 1 2
Ring-billed Gull 1 2
Common Tern 3 1
Mourning Dove 80 1
Yellow=billed Cuckoo 12
Black-billed Cuckoo 51 1
Screech Owl 1
Snowy Owl 1
long-eared Owl 9
Saw-whet Owl 65
Whip-poor-will 8
Belted Kingfisher 2

Yellow-shafted Flicker 345
Red-headed Woodpecker 3

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 139

Hairy Woodpecker 1
Downy Woodpecker 32
Eastern Kingbird 26

Great Crested Flycatcher 34

Eastern Phoebe 63
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TABLE 3. CONTINUED

Species No. Recoveries® Foreign®¥
Banded Recoveries

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 82

Traill's Flycatcher 50
Least Flycatcher 310
Empidonax 20
Fastern Wood Pewee 51
Horned Lark 2
Tree Swallow 85
Bank Swallow 12
Rough-winged Swallow 2
Barn Swallow 46
Purple Martin 73 I
Blue Jay . 58 2
Black-capped Chickadee 143
White-breasted Nuthatch 43
Red-breasted Nuthatch 49
Brown Creeper 1,143
House Wren 42
Winter Wren 50
Iong-billed Marsh Wren 2

Mockingbird 3
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TABLE 3. CONTINUED
Species No. Recoveries® Foreign#¥
Banded Recoveries

Catbird 75

Brown Thrasher 182

Robin 208 1

Wood Thrush 26

Hermit Thrush 227

Swainson's Thrush 357

Gray-cheeked Thrush 327

Veery 176 1

Eastern Bluebird 7

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 12

Golden-crowned Kinglet 744 1
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 499

Cedar Waxwing 20

Northern Shrike 1

Loggerhead Shrike 3

Starling 170

Yellow-throated Vireo 1

Solitary Vireo 8

Red-eyed Vireo 75

Philadelphia Vireo
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TABLE 3. CONTINUED

Species No, Recoveries¥ Foreign##
Banded Recoveries
Warbling Vireo 9
Black-and-white Warbler 40

Worm-eating Warbler 1

Golden-winged Warbler 2
Tennessee Warbler 113
Orange-crowned Warbler 6
Nashville Warbler 84
Parula Warbler 6
Yellow Warbler 74
Magnolia Warbler 130
Cape May Warbler 51

Black-throated Blue Warbler 49

Myrtle Warbler 451 1
Black-throated Green Warbler 38 1
Cerulean Warbler 1

lackburnian Warbler 57
Chestnut-sided Warbler 55
Bay-breasted Warbler 38
Blackpoll Warbler 183

Pine Warbler A
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TABLE 3. CONTINUED

Species No. Recoveries® Foreign¥*
Banded Recoveries
Palm Warbler 96
Ovenbird 114
Northern Waterthrush 42
Kentucky Warbler 2
Connecticut Warbler 13
Mourning Warbler 27
Yellowthroat 156
Yellow-breasted Chat 8
Wilson's Warbler 68
Canada Warbler 63
American Redstart 66
House Sparrow 19
Bobolink 12
Eastern Meadowlark 12
Red-winged Blackbird 409
Orchard Oriole 2
Baltimore Oriole 108
Rusty Blackbird 11
Common Grackle 175 2
Brown-headed Cowbird 249
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TABLE 3. CONTINUED

Species No. Recoveries*® Foreign®%
Banded Recoveries
Scarlet Tanager 23
Cardinal 19
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 79
Indigo Bunting 21
Dickcissel 1
Evening Grosbeak 2
Purple Finch 13
Common Redpoll 1
Pine Siskin 13
American Goldfinch 129
Rufous-sided Towhee 97
Savannah Sparrow 208
Grasshopper Sparrow ‘ 2
Vesper Sparrow 65
Slate-colored Junco 1,155
Tree Sparrow 101
Chipping Sparrow 168
Field Sparrow 183
Harris’ Sparrow 1
White-crowned Sparrow 194 1

White-throated Sparrow 948 1 1
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TABLE 3. CONTINUED

Species No. Recoveries® Foreign®®
Banded Recoveries
Fox Sparrow 82
Lincoln's Sparrow 76
Swamp Sparrow 167
Song Sparrow 1,028
Snow Bunting 1
Totals 16,400 166 59

#Recoveries received during 1965 (based on 'Date Punched' recor
on IBM cards received from the Bird Banding Laboratory).

*%Birds banded elsewhere which were recovered at Long Point
during 1965, The totals include birds trapped and found
dead, as well as some ducks shot by hunters.

South beach of Long Point at the breakwater.
Photo. by Jim Woodford.
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RECOVERIES AND RETURNS

by D.J.T. Hussell

In reporting individual recoveries and returns, the follow-
ng procedure is used. Band number and banding details are
siven on the first line of each entry; retrap or recovery
lata are given on subsequent lines. Rebanding of a retrapped
1ird is indicated by the new band number followed by an as-
‘erisk on the appropriate line., Dates are in the order:
wnth, day, year., Dates in parentheses indicate date of letter.
oo-ordinates of banding and recovery locations are given in
bbreviated form; thus 423-0801 refers to the 10' block with
‘he point 42°30' N,, 80°10' W. at the south-east corner.
wouth latitudes are followed by an "S." Co-ordinates of Areas
'n Long Point are not recorded in each case, but these are
s follows: Long Point (1) - 423-0800; Long Point (2) -
:23-0801; and Long Point (3) - 423-0802 (includes both Areas
i and 4). When known, the initials of the bander regponsible
‘or a particular record at a foreign location are given as
he last entry on the line concerned.

In some cases, recovery data are given in tabular form. In
he tables, "long Point' means anywhere within the three 10'
locks indicated above, while "Ontario'" refers to the remainder
f Ontario.

A key to symbols and banders' initials is given below.
tandard abbreviations are used for states and provinces.

. - local DLB - D.L. Bordner
: - immature MGIFC - Maryland Game and Inland
A - sub-adult Fish Commission
. - adult MCD - Michigan Conservation
‘g - full-grown Department
{ - male NYCD - New York Conservation
' - female Department
- shot or otherwise WED - W.E. Diffendal

killed by man JDE - J.D. Eadie
. - found dead or dying DBGF - Delaware Bird, Game and
A - found long dead Fish Department
r - trapped with band, EJF - E.J. Fisk

released with band EK - E. Kroll
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v? - trapped with band, LGL - L.G. Lambert
and released (status of band JPL - J.P, Ludwig
unknown) JL - J. Lunn

() - caught or trapped alive, JBM - J.B. Miles

but not released PPBO - Point Pelee Bird
/?/ - manner of recovery Observatory
unknown KS - K. Sanderson

Inexact dates:

-. - day of recovery unknown
1x. - first 10 days of month
HS - Hunting Season

(I) RECOVERIES

This section includes previously unreported recoveries,
received to the time of writing, of birds banded in 1965 or
earlier, together with recoveries at Long Point during 1965

- of birds banded elsewhere.

Mallard

Recoveries of Mallards are too numerous to list individuallys
so they are summarized in Tables 4,5, and 6.

TABLE 4. DATE AND ILOCATION OF RECOVERY OF MALLARDS
BANDED AT IONG POINT IN FALL 1965 (19 AUGUST - 2 SEPTEMBER)
AND RECOVERED WITHIN ONE YEAR

Place Date of recovery

recovered Oct. Nov. HS Apr.
Long Point 4 1 1

Michigan 1

Indiana 1

Maryland 2




TABLE 5. DATE AND IOCATION OF RECOVERY OF MALLARDS
BANDED AT LONG POINT IN FALL 1962-65 (25 AUGUST - 29 OCTOBER}
AND RECOVERED MORE THAN ONE YEAR IATER

Place Date of recovery

recovered Sept., Oct. Hov. Dec. HS Jan.

ot

Iong Point 2

Ontario 1 4 2

o

Minnesota
Towa 1
Wiszconsin 1
Michigan 1

Hew York b4

s

Pennsylvania 1

o

Delaware
Virginia 1

Horth Carolina 1 i

South Cavolina 2 1 1
Tennessee i 1
Arkansas 1

Iouisiana 1




49

TABLE 6. ORIGIN OF FOREIGN BANDED MALLARDS
RECOVERED AT IONG POINT IN FALL 1965

Place Date banded

banded Jun, Jan. Aug.
1964 1965 1965

Ontario 3

Minnesota 1

Tennessee 1

West Virginia 1

Black Duck

All Black Duck recoveries are summarized in Table 7.

TABLE 7. DATE AND LOCATION OF RECOVERY OF BLACK DUCKS
BANDED AT IONG POINT IN FALL 1962-65 (21 AUGUST - 11 NOVEMBER)

Place Date of recovery

recovered Aug., Oct. Nov. Dec. Feb. Mar,
Long Point 2 4 i

Ontario 1 1 1

Michigan 1

Ohio 1
Tennessee 1

Alabamea 1
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Green-winged Teal

An immature female banded at lLong Point on 28 August 1965
was shot at lLong Point on 2 October 1965. All other recover-
ies are given below.

544-79101 L M 08.05.65 Kinistino, Sask. 525-1050 JDE
+ 11.17.65 Long Point (3)

514-31758 I M 08.08.65 Dundas Marsh, Ont. 431-0795 JBM
+ 10.02.65 Long Point (3)

544-83317 I M 08.28.65 Nepawa Is., Que. WED
+ 10.04.65 Long Point (3)

Blue-winged Teal

Blue-winged Teal recoveries are summarized in Tables 8, 9,
and 10. One recovery could not be included in the tables: a
bird banded at Long Point in August 1964 and shot in Quebec
in September 1964.

The following records, which are included in the above
tables, are given in full because they are of particular in-
terest with regard to distance, direction, or speed of travel.
The two recoveries from Brazil are the most distant of any
birds banded at Long Point, and the one from Guyana is the

TABLE 10. ORIGIN OF FOREIGN BANDED BLUE-WINGED TEAL
TRAPPED AT LONG POINT IN FALL 1965
(ALL BANDED IN JULY, AUGUST, OR SEPTEMBER)

Place Year banded

banded 1963 1964 1965
Ontario 4

New York 2

Michigan 1 3

Minnesota 1 1

Missouri 1
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next most distant. Blue-winged Teal, 625-05325, took no longer
than sixteen days to reach Jamaica. That there is a wide spread
in the dirvections of travel is shown by 625-05294 and 625-05486;
these travelled to Nova Scotia and Minnesota respectively,
during almost exactly the same period that 625-05325 travelled
to Jamaica.

585-83455 A M 08.23.64 long Point (3)
+ 02.02.66 Araioses, Brazil 0255-0415

625-05525 I F 08.27.65 long Point (3)
+ 02.02.66 Araioses, Brazil 0255-0415

585.83979 I M 08.22.65 Long Point (3)
O) 10.05.65 De Hoop, Guyana 064-0575

625-05294 I M 08.25.65 Iong Point (3)
v 09.11.65 Amherst Point, N.S. 454-0641

625-05325 I M 08.26.65 ILong Point (3)
+ 09.11.65 Jamaica 175-0764

625-05486 A M 08.27.65 Iong Point (3)
+ 09.11.65 Waseca, Minn. 441-0933

Wood Duck

A local male, banded at Long Point on 17 July 1963, and
an immature female, banded on 1 August 1963, were shot at
Long Point on 2 and 8 October 1965, respectively. Another
immature female, banded on 9 September 1963, was shot near
Apsley, Ontario, (444-0780) on 24 September 1966. All other
recoveries are given in full.

545-94652 A M 09.01.63 lLong Point (3)
-+ 12.--.65 (Cochran, Ga. 322-0832

585-83165 I M 09.10.63 ZLong Point (3)
+ 10.10.66 West Salem Twp., Pa. 412-0803

625-05646 A M 08.29.65 long Point (3
/?7/(01.01.66) Unknown, Ark.

585-03593 A M 09.07.61 Oshawa, Ont. 434-0784 EK
v 09.01.65 TIong Point (3)




585-53562 A F 02.20.62 Deer Pen Lake, Fla.
v 09.01.65 Long Point (3)

Redhead

One Redhead, shot at Long Point in fall 1964, and two in
fall 1965, were banded in September of the same years in
Minnesota. All other recoveries are given in Tables 11 and 12.

TABLE 11. DATE AND IOCATION OF RECOVERY OF REDHEADS
BANDED AT IONG POINT IN SPRING OF 1964 AND 1965
(27 MARCH - 19 APRIL)

Place Date of recovery

recovered Oct. Nowv. Dec. HS Jan. Feb. Mar.
Iong Point 1

Ontario 2

North Dakota 1

Minnesota 2

Michigan 2 1

New York 2 1 1
Maryland 1 3 2 1

Florida 1

Note: The above table includes one bird previcusly reported

in the 1964 Report (Band Number 606-84819). All the New York
recoveries were birds trapped by the N.¥. Conservation Depart-
ment on the Finger Lakes. With the exception of the November
Michigan bird, whose manner of recovery was not known, all the
others were shot.
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ORIGIN OF FOREIGN BANDED REDHEADS TRAPPED
AT IONG POINT IN SPRING 1965 (27 MARCH - 17 APRIL)

Place Month banded

banded Jan, Feb, Mar. Apr. Sept.
Manitoba 1
Nebraska 1

New York 4 2 2

Maryland 1 7 3

South Carolina 1

Note: One bird is counted twice in the above table (for

New York in January and February). This bird is of particular
interest because it has the longest age record of any bird
long Point; full details are given below.

trapped at

566-15179

666-~07350%

657-27656

607-64955

707-85610

747-36204

feM

v
v

01.18.

02.21
04.07
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.64
.65

03.19.
11.20.

03.18.
03.28.

01.15,
03.28.

02.02.
11.18.

60
65

62
65

65
65

65
65

Canandaigua Lake, N.Y. 424-0771 NYCD

Cayuga, N.Y. 425-0764 NYCD
Long Point (3) (Band 566-15179 removed)

Canvasback

Kirwan Creek, Md. MGIFC
ILong Point (3)

Gibralter, Mich. 420-0831 MCD
Iong Point (3)

Bayard, Del., 383-0750 DBGF
Iong Point (3)

Canandaigua Lake, N.Y. 424-0771 NYCD
Iong Point (3)

Sharp-shinned Hawk

The record for 663-55470 is a correction of that given in
the 1964 Report (Hussell, et al, 1966: 29)




663-55470 T M 09.23.64 Long Point 1)
v 09.28.64 Point Pelee, Ont. 415-0823 PPBO

593-68123 I F 09.10.65 Long FPoint (1)
v 09.13.65 Point Pelee, Ont. 415-0823 PPBO

Pigeon Hawk

504-76225 fg 09.23.65 Long Point (1)
<« 09.25.65 Farmington, W.Va, 393-0801

Sparrow Hawk

593-68236 fgM 10.26.65 long Point (1)
x (11.23.65) Stoune Mountain, Ga. 334-0841

Herring Gull

666-38163 L  06.15.63 Southampton, Ont. 442-0812
« 03.13.65 ZLong Point (1)

Ring-billed Gull

545-94546 SA  07.20.63 long Point (1)
% 10.30.66 Detroit Lakes, Minn. 464-0955

615-47432 L 06.722.64 Batture Is., Ont. JPL
v 06.26.65 long Point (1)

Common Tern

603-39113 L 06.30.59 Ice Island, Ont. LGL
<A 03.14.65 Iong Point (1)

Mourning Dove

593-67048 L 07.11.65 long Point (3)
+ 12.28.66 St. George, 5.C. 331-0803

59365418 L 08.18.65 long Point (3)
+ 11.03.65 Creole, La. 294-0930




663-55743

623-21661

663-55191

552-90268

552-90642

552-98309

110-77448

107-32112

110-77733

fgM
X

11/

fg

fg
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Yellow~-shafted Flicker
04.,29.65 Long Point (2)
11.19.65 Hoschton, Ga. 340-0834

Blue Jay

05.14.62 Long Point (2)
(10.24.66) Unknown

10,03.63 Long Point (1)

(12.20.65) Burleigh Falls, Ont, 443-0781

Brown Thrasher

04.27.62 Long Point (1)
(05.27.66) Byron, Ont. 425-0812

10.01.62 long Point (1)
03.1x.66 Pavo, Ga. 305-0834
Robin
04,23.65 long Point (1)
05.05.65 Brantford, Ont. 430-0801
Golden-crowned Kinglet

10.12.65 long Point (1)
01.11.66 Miami, Fla. 253-0802Z EJF

10.13.,63 Island Beach, N.J. 395-0740
04.23,65 long Point (2)
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

10.23.65 lLong Point (1)
02.03.66 Columbia, S.C. 335-0810

DLB
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Black~throated Green Warbler

103-68875 T M 09.21.63 Orchard Lake, Mich. 423-0831 K8
v 09,26.65 Long Point (1)

This bird was trapped at the lighthouse at 2330 hr. on
26 September 1965. Tt had a completely ossified skull and
weighed 9.1 gm.

House Sparrow
321-15742 fgM 04.29.65 long Point (2)
% 12.--.65 Glen Meyer, Ont., 424-0804
Red-winged Blackbird
52-197458 I F 08.01.65 Long Point (1)
+  10.16.65 Ridgway, Pa. 412-0784
White~throated Sparrow

26-164160 fgM 11,12.61 Richvale, Ont. 434-0792 JL
v 04.22.65 long Point (1)

This bird was trapped at the lighthouse on the night of
21-22 April 1965,
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(II) INTER-AREA MOVEMENTS

This section includes records of birds banded in one area
and retrapped in another area on long Point in the same
migration season, The area on long Point is given in paren-
theses after the date; and, when known, times are given when
the interval between release and recapture was less than two
days.

During the period 16-22 April, both Areas 1 and 2 were
manned, and, in addition, netting was carried out at a loca-
tion on Courtright Ridge about two miles ENE of the Breakwater,
which is referred to here as Area 2A., During this period, 14
birds banded in Area 2 were retrapped in Area 2A, and eight
banded in Area Z2A wevre retrapped in Area 2, The species in-
volved were Black-capped Chickadee, Brown Creeper, Golden~
crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets, and Slate-colored Junco.
On 20 April, there were heavy movements of creepers and
kinglets in both directions on the ridge; retrap records
during the day showed eight Brown Creepers and one Ruby-
crowned Kinglet moving from west to east and four Brown
Creepers and one Golden-crowned Kinglet moving from east to
west.

Blue-winged Teal

Seventeen Blue-winged Teal, banded between 20 August and
4 September in Areas 3 and 4, were retrapped in Area 1 between
26 August and 8 September, One bird banded in Area 1 was re-
trapped in Area 4.

Yellow~-shafted Flicker

663-55689 fgM 04.23.65 (1)
v 04,27.65 (2)

Downy Woodpecker

32-115720 fgF 04.,30.65 1320 hr. (2)
v 04,30,65 1845 hr. (1)

Brown Creeper
108-56994 fg 04,23.65 0920 hr., (2)

x 04,23.65 1300 hr. (3: on the Causeway near
Big Creek bridge)




32-112222

108-56417

552-98244

52-196526

58-~118864

6428410

108-58105

32-115683

foF

<
oo
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Gray-cheeked Thrush

09.25.65 1335 hr. (2)
09.26.,65 1145 hr. (1)

Golden-crowned Kinglet

04.20.65 1020 hr. (2)
04,21.65 1700 hr. (3)

Red-winged Blackbird

04,13.65 (1)
04,13.65 (2)

08.07.65 (2)
08.20.65 (1)
Brown-headed Cowbird
07.,18.65 (3)
07.26.65 (1)
08.05.65 (1)
Tree Sparrow
12,06.64 (1)
04.,14,65 (23
Field Sparrow

04,25.65 (1)
04,30.65 (2)

White-throated Sparrow

04,26,65 0910 hr, (2)
04.27.65 1715 hr, (1)
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{111} RETURNS

This section includes records of birds
or more months after banding.

Mallard

An adult male banded on 1 September 1963 was recaptured

on 21 August 1965,

Blue-winged Teal

Nine Blue-winged Teal., banded between 31 August and 20
September 1963, returned between 22 August and 7 September
1965. Thirty-nine, banded between 16 August and 12 September

recaptured three

1964, returned between 18 August and 11 September 1965,

Wood Duck
One banded in October 1962, two banded
September 1963, and two banded in August
between 19 August and 2 September 1963,
Sharp-shinned Hawk

663-55456 I M 09.27.64
v 04,29.65

Piping Plover

58-123007 A 06,08.63
v 07.20.65

Eastern Wood Pewee

62-66621 fg 05.24.64
v 08.07.65

Tree Swallow

A female banded at a nest in Area 1 in 1964 was retrapped

on a nest in the same area in 1965,

in August and
1964 returned

(1
(1)

(1)
(1)

(2)
(2)
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Barn Swallow

An adult banded in the lighthouse keepers'! barn on 31 May
1964 was caught there again on 30 May 1965,

Blue Jay

663-55322 fg 05.22,64 (1)
v 09.18.65 (1)

Yellowthroat

Two males, banded on 20 May 1963 and 16 May 1964 in Area 2,
were retrapped there on 15 May 1965,

Red-winged Blackbird

Two males banded in May 1962, one banded in May 1963, and one
banded in May 1964 returned to Area 2 in April and May 1965,

Baltimore Oriole

52-196266 fgM 05.25.64 (1)
v 05.,17.65 (1)

Tree Sparrow

Three birds, banded and retrapped in Area 2 between 29 March
and 18 April 1964, were trapped there again between 20 February
and 26 April 1965, One banded in Area 1 on 8 March 1964 was
retrapped there on 28 March 1965,
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LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED

by D.J.T. Hussell and R.W. Stamp

All species recorded during the year are listed in this
section, which also serves to furnish scientific names of
species mentioned elsewhere in the report. Records of unusual
species are included only when documentation was considered
adequate. Part (I) gives details of records that are of
particular interest; Part (IL) lists all other species recorded.
A total of 227 species was recorded during the year.

(I) ANNOTATED LIST

Common lLoon (Gavia immer): single birds on 16 April, 22
September, 15, 23, and 24 October, and two on 19 October.

Common Egret (Casmerodius albus): single birds on 13 and 14
April and on 5 and 29 August,

least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis): single birds observed on
22 and 29 May and 16 June; one banded on 27 August.

Whistling Swan (Olor columbianus): At the base of the point
on 28 March, groups of swans were noted arriving from the east.
On the same day at the eastern end of the point, eight flocks
totalling 373 birds were seen arriving over the lake from the
east and flying west along the point between 1530 and 1715 hr,

Canada Coose (Branta canadensis): On several days from 27 March
to 2 May, 200 to 300 were observed at the base of the point.

Snow Goose (Chen hyperborea): omne on 10 and 11 April and three
on 5 December.

Blue Coose (Chen caerulescens): three on 25 October.

Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors): 1In the fall, few were present

before 24 August; maximum concentrations were reached on 27 August,

Few were seen after 10 September.

American Widgeon (Mareca americana): at least 1000 in Area 2
on 26 September,

P,



66

Redhead (Aythva americana): A raft of many thousands of ducks
on the lake south of the Provincial Park on 22 and 24 October
was thought to consist of about 95 per cent Redheads, on the
basis of the composition of the few flocks close enough for

identification.

Common Scoter (Oidemia nigra): one on 14 October.

Hooded Merganser (lophodytes cucullatus): noted from 13 March
to 2 May; maximum of six on 4 and 8 April.

Common Merganser (Mergus merganser): about 2,800 on the lake
at Area 1 on 20 February.

Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis): single birds on 23, 28 and 31
October,

Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus): In the fall in Area 1,
the first one was seen on 30 August; maximum numbers were 113
on 13 September and 103 on 14 September; last seen on 26 October.

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis): One was banded on 24 August
after it entered a ground-trap containing two Red-winged Blackbirds
and a Brown-headed Cowbird,

Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus): one on 11 and 12 May and one

on 24 October, -

Bald Fagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus): The only observations
were of single adults on 10 and 19 April. Mo nestings were
recorded, but some of the known nest-sites were not checked.

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus): single birds recorded on 10, 19
and 20 April; 13, 19 September;and 11 and 17 October,

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus): single birds on 2, 3, and
30 October.

Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus): Seven nests were found.

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus): mnoted from 16 to 30 May with a
mavimum of 80 on 23 May; singles on 8 August and 5 and 11
September.

Upland Plover (Bartramia longicauda): single birds on 21 and
30 April, and 2, 17, and 24 May.
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Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus): One was closely observed
in Area 1 on 1 and 2 September.

Knot (Calidris canutus): one on 24 May; two on 30 May; nine
on 8 August; and one on 22 and 24 September.

White-rumped Sandpiper (Erolia fuscicollis): two on 15 August.

Western Sandpiper (Ereunetes mauri): One was observed at close
range on 4 September.

Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius): One was killed when
it struck the lighthouse on the night of 29-30 September.

Little Gull (Larus minutus): one on 26 and 27 April.

Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus): One was seen sitting
on a Bald Eagle's nest on Courtright Ridge on 14 March.

Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca): one banded 27 March; single
birds on 3, 4, 14, 16,and 23 April.

Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus): One in juvenal plumage

was banded on 9 July, indicating the possibility of the species’
breeding on Long Point. Snyder (1931) reported "a juvenile
specimen, not long out of the nest, near the south end of
Courtright ridge on July 6, 1927." There was a substantial
fall flight of this species, 62 being banded between 5 and

28 October. Peak numbers occurred on 16 October (10) and

on 19 October (11).

Hairy Woodpecker (Dendrocopos villosus): This species is
remarkably scarce on Long Point. One banded on 29 April was
the second one banded since the Observatory started operating
in 1960,

Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus): a late bird on 23 October.

Olive-sided Flycatcher (Nuttallornis borealis): One was killed
when it struck the lighthouse on the night of 7-8 August.

Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota): Two pairs nested
in Area l; neither was successful,




68

Black-capped Chickadee (Parus atricapillus): There was a major
influx from 13 to 29 October; peak numbers of at least 500 in
Area 1 on 18 October.

White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis): few noted in the
spring; a moderate influx in the fall -- recorded in Area 1
from 14 September to 28 October; peak number of 15 on 11 and

12 October,

Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis): few seen in the
spring; noted from 27 August to 31 October in Area 1; peak
number of 30 on 11 and 12 October.

Brown Creeper (Certhia familiaris): Large numbers moved

through Area 2 from 11 April to 2 May. Peak days are indicated

by the following numbers banded (at south-west end of Courtright
Ridge): April 15 (85), 20 (182), 23 (243), 25 (58), and 30 (51).

Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus): one heard singing
in Area 2 on 19 April.

Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos): Single birds were recorded
on nine dates from 16 April to 11 July with birds being banded
on 21 April, 11 May, and 8 June.

Northern Shrike (Lanius excubitor): one banded 4 April; single
birds seen on 28 November and 4 December.

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus): single birds banded
8 and 11 April; one seen 27 August; and one banded 29 August.

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris): A large flock of Starlings was
attracted to the lighthouse on the night of 14-15 October;
112 were trapped and banded.

White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus): ome on 30 October.

Yellow~throated Vireo (Vireo flavifrons): One was banded at
the lighthouse on the night of 28-29 September.

Worm-eating Warbler (Helmitheros vermivorus): One was banded
at the lighthouse on the night of 28-29 September.

Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera): Single birds
werk banded on 29 August and at the lighthouse on the night of
5-6 September,
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Cerulean Warbler (Dendroica cerulea): one banded on 19 Mavy.

Kentucky Warbler (Oporornis formosus): two banded on 9 May.

Dickcissel (Spiza americana): one banded on 3 October.

Henslow's Sparrow (Passerherbulus henslowii): One was found
dead near the lighthouse on 29 April,

Harris' Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula): an adult banded on
21 October,

(II) OTHER SPECIES RECORDED

Horned Grebe, Podiceps auritus; Pied Tled CGrebe, Fmdilvmhgg
podiceps; CGreat Blue Heron, Ardea herodias; Creen Heron,
Butorides virescens; Black-crowned Night Heron, Nvcii
nycticorax; American Bittern, Botaurus lentiginosus: ﬂullq -
Anas platvrhynchos; Black Duck, A, rubripe ¢

Pintail, A, acuta; Green-winged Teal,
Spatula clypeata; Wood Duck, Aix sponsa; > Aythya
collaris; Canvasback, A. valisineria; Creater Scaup, A. marila;
Lesser Scaup, A, affinis; Common Goldeneye, Bucephala clangula;
Bufflehead, B. albeola; Oldsquaw, Clangula hvemalis: White-winged
Scoter, Melanitta deglandi; Rud Duck, Oxvura j icensis; Red-
breasted Merganser, Mergus serrater; Turkey Vulture, Carthartes
aura; Cooper's Hawk, Accipiter cooperii; Red-shouldered Hawk,
Buteo lineatus; Broad-winged Hawk, B, platypterus; Marsh Hawk,
Circus cyaneus; Pigeon Hawk, Falco columbarius; Sparrow Hawk,
Falco sparverius; Ruffed Grouse, 5oa
Pheasant, Phasianus colchicus;

Sora, Porzana carclina; Common G ile, Galli
American Coot, Fulica americana; Plover, Charadrius
semipalmatus; Killdeer, C. vociferus: American Colden Plover,
Pluvialis dominica; Black-bellied Plover, Squatarola squatarola:
Ruddy Turnstone, Arenaria interpres; Xmer;gdm Woodcock, Philohela
minor; Common Snipe, Capella ;o 8y ! Sandpiper, Actitis
macularia; Solitary Sandpiper, Tri: >a11tar1u, Greater Yellowle egs,
Totanus melanoleucus; Lesser Yellowlege, 1. flavipes; Pectoral
Sandpiper, Erolia melanotos; Baird's Sunopiper, E. bairdii; Least
Sandpiper, E, minutilla; Dunlin, E. alpina; Dowitcher, Limnodromus
sp.; Semipalmated Sandpiper, Ireunctes pusillus; Sanderling,
Crocethia alba; Glaucous Cull, Larus hyperboreus; OGreat Black-backed
Gull, L. marinus; Herring Gull, L. argentatus; Ring-billed Gull,

L. delawarensis; Bonaparte's Gull, L. philadelphia; Common Tern,
Sterna hirundo; Caspian Tern, Hydroprogne caspia; Black Tern,
Chlidonias niger; Mourni Dove, Zenaidura macroura; Yellow-billed
Cuckoo, Coccyzus americanus; Black-billed Cuckoo, C. erythropthalmus;
Screech Owl, Otus asio; Iong-eared Owl, Asjo otus; Short-eared Owl,

3nw-neckcﬂ
icola;
> TOPUS ;
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A, flammeus; Whip-poor-will, Caprimulgus vociferus; Common Nighthawk,
Chordeiles minor; Chimney Swift, Chaetura pelagica; Ruby-throated
Hummingbird, Archilochus colubris; Belted Kingfisher, Megaceryle

alcyon; Yellow-shafted Flicker, (Colaptes auratus; Red-headed
Woodpecker, Melanerpes erythrocephalus; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker,
Sphyrapicus varius; Downy Woodpecker, Dendrocopos pubescens; Great
Crested Flycatcher, Myiarchus crinitus; Fastern Phoebe, Sayornis

phoebe; Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Empidonax flaviventris; Traill's
Flycatcher, E. traillii; Least Flycatcher, E, minimus; Eastern Wood
Pewee, Contopus virens; Horned Lark, Eremophila alpestris: Tree
Swallow, Iridoprocne bicolor; Bank Swallow, Riparia riparia; Rough-
winged Swallow, Stelgidopteryx ruficollis; Barn Swallow, Hirunds rustica;
Purple Martin, Progne subis; Blue Jay, Cyanocitta cristata;

Common Crow, Coervus brachyrhynchos; House Wren, Troglodytes aedon;

Winter Wren, T, troglodytes; lLong-billed Marsh Wren, Telmatodytes
Ealustris; Short-billed Marsh Wren, Cistothorug platensis; Catbird,
Dumetella carolinensis; Brown Thrasher, Toxostoma rufum; Robin,

Turdus migratorius; Wood Thrush, Hylocichla mustelina; Hermit Thrush,

H. guttata; Swainson's Thrush, H. ustulata; Gravy-cheeked Thrush,

H, minima; Veery, H. fuscescens; Eastern Bluebird, Sialia sialis;
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Polioptila caerula; Colden-crowned Kinglet,
Regulus satrapa; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, R. calendula; Water Pipit,

Anthus spinoletta; Cedar Waxwing, Bombycillz cedrorum; Sclitary Vireo,
Vireo solitarius; Red-eyed Vireo, Vireo cliva ; Philadelphia Vireo,

V. philadelphicus; Warbling Virec, V. gilvus; Black-and-white Warbler,
Mniotilta varia; Tennessee Warbler, Vermivora pe Orange-crowned
Warbler, V., celata; Nashville Warbler, V. i Parula Wa
Parula americana; Yellow Warbler, Dendroica pe gnolia Warbler,
D, magnolia; Cape May Warbler, D, tigrina; Black-throated Blue Warbler,
D, caerulescens; Myrtle Warbl D, coronata; Black-throated Green
Warbler, D, virens; Blackburnizn Warbler, D, fusca; Chestnut-sided
Warbler, D. pensylvanica; Bay-breasted Warbler, D. castanes; Blackpoll
Warbler, D, striata; Pine Warbler, D. pinus; Palm Warbler, D, palmarum;
Ovenbird, Seiurus aurocapillus; HNorthern Waterthrush, §. noveboracensis;
Connecticut Warbler, Oporornis agilis; Mourning Warbler, O, philadelphia;
Yellowthroat, Geothlypis trichas; Yellow-breasted Chat, Icteria virens;
Wilson's Warbler, Wilsonia pusilla; Canada Warbler, W. canadensis;
American Redstart, Setophaga ruticilla; House Sparrow, Passer domesticus;
Bobolink, Dolichonyx oryzivorus; Eastern Meadowlark, Sturnella magna;
Red-winged Blackbird, Agelaius phoeniceus; Orchard Oriole, Icterus
spurius; Baltimore Oricle, I. galbula; Rusty Blackbird, Euphagus carol-
inus; Common Grackle, Quiscalus quiscula; Brown-headed Cowbird,
Molothrus ater; Scarlet Tanager, Piranga olivacea; Cardinal, Richmondena
cardinalis; Rose~breasted Grosbeak, Pheucticus ludovicianus: Indigo
Bunting, Passerina cyanea; Evening Grosbeak, Hesperiphona vespertina;
Purple Finch, Carpodacus purpureus; Common Redpoll, Acanthis flammea;
Pine Siskin, Spinus pinus; American Goldfinch, S, tristis; Rufous~sided
Towhee, Pipilo erythrophthalmus; Savannah Sparrow, Passerculus sand-
wichensis; Grasshopper Sparrow, Ammodramus savannarum; Vesper Sparrow,
Pooecetes gramineus; Slate-colored Junco, Junco hyemalis; Tree Sparrow,
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Spizella arborea; Chipping Sparrow, $. passerina; Field Sparrow,

S. pusilla; White-crowned Sparrow, Zonotrichia leucophrys; White-throated
Sparrow, Z. albicollis; Fox Sparrow, Passerella iliaca; Lincoln's
Sparrow, Melospiza lincolnii; Swamp Sparrow, M. georgiana; Song Sparrow,
M, melodia; Lapland Longspur, Calcarius lapponicus; and Snow Bunting,
Plectrophenax nivalis.
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PROGRESS OF PROJECTS

by D,J.T. Hussell

Progress of some special aspects of the work of the
Observatory is noted in this section., Where appropriate,
the name of the person responsible for the project is noted,

(i) Studies of nocturnal migrants at the lighthouse

Again, there were few suitable flights at the lighthouse,
and kills were small; but on the night of 6-7 May, weights
were obtained from 76 Veeries trapped and an additional four
killed, allowing estimation of weight loss during the night.
On other nights, additional data on weights of birds during
nocturnal migration were collected, but there was no other large
sample of a single species,

(ii) Timing of fall migration in adult and immature Passerines

In order to determine whether adults and immatures migrate
at the same time, the degree of skull ossification in large numbers
of birds was examined during the fall, This work was concentrated
on several species, chosen because they might prove to be parti-
cularly interesting. A clear difference in the migration periods
of adult and immature ILeast Flycatchers was detected (see Hussell,
Davis, and Montgomerie, 1967).

(iii) Fall migration of Sharp-shinned Hawks (J.0.L. Roberts)

Numbers of observed Sharp-shinned Hawks were recorded daily
throughout the fall for comparison with the more extensive data
obtained at Point Pelee. A total of 104 Sharp-shinned Hawks were
banded during the fall -- more than twice the previous, highest,
yearly total (49).

(iv) Studies of breeding birds (G.M. Fairfield and D.J.T. Hussell)

A census of breeding birds was carried out on a plot about one
mile west of the lighthouse,

About 50 nestboxes were available, mainly at the eastern end
of the point, and detailed records were kept of 18 Tree Swallows'
nests. Few nests were successful, apparently because of predation
by snakes,
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As in previous years, an attempt was made to estimate the
size of the breeding population of Piping Plovers on long
Point and to find as many nests as possible., For a summary
for the years 1960-1965, see Hussell and Montgomerie (1966).

(v) Nest Records (G.L. Holrovd)

Nest record cards for 78 nests of 17 species were submitted
to the Ontario Nest Records Scheme. The number of cards for
each species was as follows: Mallard, 1; Piping Plover, 7;
Killdeer, 2; Spotted Sandpiper, 6; Common Tern, 3; Yellow-
shafted Flicker, 1; Eastern Kingbird, 6; Tree Swallow, 18;
Barn Swallow, 15; Cliff Swallow, 2Z; Loung-billed Marsh Wren, 3;
Brown Thrasher, 1; Eastern Bluebird, 3; Stariing, 2:; House
Sparrow, 4; Red-winged Blackbird, 2; and Field Sparrow, 2.

(vi) Studies of Diseases (P, Kirmse and L. Karstad)

P. Kirmse of the Ontario Veterinary College, Guelph, used the
facilities of the Observatory in connection with studies of
pox virus infections and mite infestations of birds.

(See Kirmse, 1966a, 1966b, 1967).

(vii) Duck banding (M.H. Field)

This project wasg carried out by the Observatory with the co-
operation of the Ontaric Department of Lands and Forests.

Duriﬁg the spring, diving ducks were trapped in the vicinity
of the Causeway on 21 days, and 253 ducks of 3 species were
banded, mostly Redheads. (See Baldwin and Montgomerie, 1965).

In the fall, large-scale banding operations were conducted
once again, using small traps in Inner Bay and the large trap
in the Lands and Forests' sanctuary. In addition, a permanent
trap was built at the eastern end of the point, and some ducks
were caught there, Numbers of ducks banded and details of
recoveries are given in the appropriate sections of this report.

(viii) Christmas Bird Count (J.B. Miles)

The 1965 Christmas Bird Count, carried out on 2 January 1966,
covered a circle 15 miles in diameter, centered on Long Point
Inner Bay; 12,334 individuals of 85 species were counted.
(Audubon Field Notes, 20: 105-106. 1966).
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(ix) Educational Course (J.K. Woodford)

A "workshop weekend,' organized jointly by the Ontario Bird
Banding Association and the Federation of Ontario Naturalists,
was held at the Observatory in May.
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APPENDIX: FINANCIAL STATEMENT

prepared by W,A, Martin

Year Ending 31 December 1965

Income :

Balance 31 December 1964
Reserve from 1964 for employment of
Warden

Donations and Grants:
Canadian National Sportsmen's Show
Atlantic Flyway Council
Federation of Ontario Naturalists
Naturalists' Clubs
Individuals

Accommodation Fees

Transportation Fees

Bank Interest

Expenditures:

Vehicle maintenance and operation
Building and trap materials

Operating expenses (oil, propane, etc.)
Bait (for duck trapping)
Wardens' salaries
Printing Reports (to 0.B.B.A.)
Miscellaneous

Balance, 31 December 1965:

$

160.30

875.00

875.00
479.74
375.00

75.00
524.85
448,50
282.00

13.22

721.64
507.58
83.99
148,00
2,025.00
275.00

58.55

4,108,.61

3,819.76

$ 288.85
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LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY

The long Point Bird Observatory is administered by a
committee appointed by the Ontario Bird Banding Association.
The Committee for 1967 is as follows: D.J,T. Hussell (Chair-
man); W.A. Martin (Treasurer); Mrs. P.S. Woodford (Business
Secretary); J.F. Anderson (Recording Secretary); R.W. Stamp
(Field Secretary); D.H. Baldwin, M,H. Field, J.B., Miles,
J.0.L. Roberts, W.J.R. Wasserfall, and J.X. Woodford., The
Observatory Warden for the period 1 April to 31 October 1967
is G. Page.

Accommodation is available at the Observatory for members
of the 0.B.B.A. and other experienced observers or banders
who are willing to assist in the work of the Observatory.
Accommodation includes bunks and cooking facilities, but
visitors must bring their own sleeping bags, air mattresses,
and food, A fee is charged for accommodation and transport-
ation on ILong Point. Enquiries and bockings for accommodation
should be sent to Mrs. P.S. Woodford, 76 CGlentworth Road,
Willowdale, Ontario; Tel. 416-225-3931.



MIST-NETTING SHOREBIRDS AT LONG POINT, LAKE ERIE

GARY PAGE

There is a mile~long segment of Long Point beach where the
sand often stretches 250 feet from the dune to the water's
edge., Here lies a relatively permanent series of pools which
are continually being reshaped by high waves, wind-blown sand,
and evaporation, These ponds seldom exceed a length of 400
feet, a width of 100 feet, and a depth of 48 inches. Although,
to some extent, they come and go, there are usually at least
five or six present. Fluctuations in their water levels often
produce localized mud flats. Sedge and algae flourish in the
more stable ones near the dunes, but there is very little
vegetation in those closer to the water's edge.

Many waders tend to congregate around these pools during
the fall migration. Some species favour them to such a
marked extent over the rest of the beach that they are loath
to leave, even when disturbed. 1In past years, walk-in traps
(Figure 1) and mist-nets were used in attempts to catch these
birds. However, the former type of trap failed because the
waders showed no desire to walk in, and mist-nets could be
seen and easily avoided by the birds., In the summer of 1966,
a relatively successful trapping scheme was devised by R.D.
Montgomerie and myself at Long Point Bird Observatory. While
the basic technique is not original, its application at Long
Point is.

The major innovation over previous years was the use of
mist-nets during the crepuscular hours., An apparent decrease
in efficiency of the vision of birds during this period made
them quite susceptible to the nets. As a rule, it was necessary
to drive the birds into the nets, but, occasionally, it was
possible to sit back and let the birds catch themselves.

The most successful application of the netting technique
was achieved by anticipating the birds' behaviour. When
making local flights, shorebirds tend to move very low over
the water rather than over the land., Therefore, we placed
the nets in rows across the pools, hanging them as low as
possible above the water (Figure 2). However, a minimum
height of about 12 inches above the surface was necessary so
that birds caught in the bottom tier would not drown when the
net became weighted down with their companions., There were

79
Ontario Bird Banding, 3: 79-83. June, 1967



80

2%

Figure 1. Walk-in trap initially tried for shorebirds at
Long Point.

certain places on the pools (usually the mud flats) where

the waders spent most of their time. If flushed, they would
soon return to these spots rather than seek a new area on

the pond. Nets placed in these favoured locations were more
effective than those erected at randomly chosen sites, A
flock of waders often responded to the calls of members which
had become entangled in the nets by whirling arcund and

around them, until most of the flock had been captured., Tt
was decidedly advantageous not to rush immediately to the nets

to retrieve the first birds captured, but to wait for this
reaction.

A group of flying birds tends to land among those already
at rest instead of alighting on an unoccupied mud flat, We

hope to exploit this habit in 1967 by setting groups of decoys
around the nets,
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Figure 2. View of nets through pond and plan of net layout
as used at Long Point.

The method outlined above requires only a few mist-nets,
aluminium poles, and a collecting box. In 1966, we used
standard one and one-half inch mesh nets, but felt that a
smaller mesh would be better as birds tangled badly. The
procedure takes only two hours from the time the nets are
set up until they are taken down. Probably the greatest ad-
vantage of the technique is that it samples the population
more or less at the same time every day. The efficiency of
the system decreased with increasing wind velocities; speeds
over 15 miles per hour made trapping very difficult., More-
over, when there were fewer than a dozen waders about the
trapping area, it was difficult to catch 75 per cent of them.
As yet, we have no explanation for this,

The technique proved very effective for Least and Semipal-
mated Sandpipers, taking 75 to 80 per cent of the individuals
present on most evenings. On the other hand, Sanderlings,
Spotted Sandpipers, and Semipalmated Plovers were very diffi-
cult to trap. Usually, it was possible to capture the large
proportion of Semipalmated and Least Sandpipers at Long Point
because these birds exhibited the strongest tendency to con-
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centrate around the pools and to remain there despite dis-
turbance. Only a small percentage of the Semipalmated Plovers
present could be taken, for although they congregated at the
pools, they were easily driven away by our activities,
Sanderlings and Spotted Sandpipers are found in sizeable
numbers, but tend to be dispersed along the 20 miles of shore-
line, which they prefer to the ponds. The technique is a
total failure for these. Other species occurring at long
Point were too scarce for an appraisal of their susceptibility
to crepuscular mist-netting. Table 1 lists those birds caught
in 15 twilight trapping sessions conducted between 7 August
and 4 September,

TABLE 1. RESULTS OF SHOREBIRD TRAPPING AT IONG POINT

Species Total caught Number retrapped
at least
24 hours later

Semipalmated Plover, 16 1
Charadrius semipalmatus

Piping Plover, 2 1
Charadrius melodus

Killdeer, 3
Charadrius vociferus

Black-bellied Plover, 1
Squatarola squatarola

Ruddy Turnstone, 1
Arenaria interpres

Spotted Sandpiper, 7
Actitis macularia

lesser Yellowlegs, 2
Totanus flavipes

Knot, 1
Calidris canutus

Pectoral Sandpiper, 1
Erolia melanotos
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TABLE 1. CONTINUED

Species Total caught Number retrapped
at least
24 hours later

Least Sandpiper, 56 12
Erolia minutilla

Short-billed Dowitcher, 7
Limnodromus griseus

Stilt Sandpiper, 1 1
Micropalama himantopus .

Semipalmated Sandpiper, 134 28
Ereunetes pusillus

Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 1
Tryngites subruficollis

Sanderling,
Crocethia alba 8
Totals 241 43

How successful this method will be at other locations is
difficult to predict as it is strongly dependent on the top-
ography of the area in which it is used. At any rate, the idea
of crepuscular mist-netting is certainly worth experimenting
with in other localities, and should prove quite successful
if it can be properly integrated with shorebird behaviour.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Many members of the Ontario Bird Banding Association,
especially S.M. Shepard, contributed their energy and enthus-
iasm toward the development of this technique. Many useful
suggestions were offered by R.,D. Montgomerie who read the
manuscript. W.A, Martin prepared Figure 2.

5 GORDON AVENUE, AGINCOURT, ONTARIO



ONTARIO BIRD BANDING

EDITOR Douglas D, Dow, Department of Zoologysy
University of Western Ontario, london,;
Ontario,

ONTARIO BIRD BANDING is published quarterly by the Ontario
Bird Banding Association. The annual membership dues of $4.00
includes a subscription to ONTARIO BIRD BANDING. Single copies
are available at $1,00 each. Orders for single copies or back
numbers and requests for information on membership should be
sent to the secretary,

Although emphasis is placed on material of interest to banders,
manuscripts of articles or short notes dealing with any aspect of
ornithology are welcomed. Manuscripts should be typewritten and
double spaced., Tables and figures should be prepared on separate

sheets. Photographs should have good contrast for successful re-
production,

Contributors receive 25 reprints of their article gratis.
Additional reprints are to be paid for by the author, and these
must be ordered at the time the manuscript is returned for
proof-reading. 1Information om the cost of reprints is avail-
able from the editor.






