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POINT PELEE BIRD BANDING STATION
REPORT FUR TRARS 195% THROUGH 1962

by §. 0. L. Roberts

Introduction

The pericd coversd by this report is ons 1n which the
Long Polint operatlion graduslly replaced Polnt Pelee as the
ontario Bird Banding Assccistion®s principal co-operative
yenture. This is reflected in considerably reduced coverage
in the years 1981 and 1962, Nevertheless, almost as many
birds were bhandsd as in ths preceding five year perilod.
Information relsting to the earlilsr work which was started
in 1954 may be found in Gunn 1854, Wasserfall 1958, Woodford
apd Wesserfall 1858, Woodford 195%a, Dow 1959 and Dow 1962,
The station was operated under the directlon of D. D. Dow in
1659 and 19580 and of J. G. L. Roberts in 1961 and 1962,
About forty persons co-operated in the projest in one way or
enother during the periocd.

The main emphasis was on banding., However, a falr
emount of observational data was also recorded and a small
pumber of weights and measurements btaken espscially on some
of the mors uausual species ceught. A number of ecto-

arasites were collescted using a modified Falr Isle apparatus
Woodford and Lovesy, 1980).

Begauss the reports for the years 1954 through 1958
are scattered snd somewhat incomplete, an attempt has been
made to correct and bring up to dete banding totals, foreign
recoveries snd returns for the whole period 1954 through 1962
in so far as is possible from available records. Bfforits to
sollect complets data for all foreign recoveries, from other
soureces, are conbinuing and any additions will be Included in
the next report for Point Psles.

3. Stetisticsl Summaz

The following table summarizes the scope of banding
agtivities during the four year pericd.

1959
1959 1960 19861 1962  ~1962

No. of days operating 52 44 22 23 141
No. of birds banded £984 2833 1634 2228 9179
No. of specles of

birds banded 111 105 94 88 133
No. of foreign recoverles 8 7 5 7 24

No. of returns 25 17 18 10 70




2. Migration Highlights

Spring 1959

Coverage - March 30 through April 5, April 11, 12, 18, 19,
May 3, May 5 through 23.

Few birds were noted until April 11 when 358 were
banded, predominantly Slate-coloured Juncos. Most of these
apparently had left by the next dey. Banding statistics
indicate a small influx of birds on May 6, with White~crowned
Sparrows predominating. On May 14, an estimated 4,000 Swal-
lows, chlefly Bank Swallows, were observed flying south off
the Point. Bank and other Swallows were alsoc present in good
numbers on May 16. Otherwise birds appear to have been
rather sparse until May 20 when 36 species were banded, the
largest variety of the season. Fair numbers remained present
through until at least May 22. At no time was a really ma jor
concentration of Warblers evident. Noteworthy maximum daily
banding totals for individual species were Slate~coloured
Junco, 282 on April 11; Song Sparrow, 46 on April 11; White-
crowned Sparrow, 33 on May 6; Bank Swallow, 129 on May 18;
Clirf Swallow, 12 on Mey 16; American Goldfinch, 45 on May 20;
Cedar Waxwing, 21 on May 21; Redwinged Blackbird, 61 on May 22
(51 of them females).

Fall 1959

Coverage - September 5 through 12, 19, 20, 23, 27 & 28,
October 1, 10, 11, 12 & 31, November 1, 7 & 8.

The only period during which continuity of coverage
was maintalned for any length of time was September 5 through
12. Moderate numbers were present throughout this period
with Warblers a prominent component. Blackpoll Warblers as
usual played a leading role but a variety of other Warbler
specles were also common. Noteworthy meximum daily banding
totals for individual species were Cape May Warbler, 17 on
September 5, (16 on September 10); Northern Waterthrush, 20
on September 10; Blue Jay, 48 on September 27.

Spring 1960

Coverage - April 11 through 14, 23 through 30, May 1 through
10, 14 through 23, 28, 29,

The first influx noted, a modest one, was on April 26,
with Tree Swallows and Sparrows especlally Savannah Sparrows
the main components. Modest numbers of birds were present
May 4 - 8. Mgy 7 was notable for a large concentration of
Swallows, Bank, Tree and Barn all being numerous. May 14
there were a fair number of birds present but little movement.
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This wes thse last day of a rather prolenged cold spsll and
Swallows of sevesrsl species including Purple Martins wers
reported dead and others in poor shape. There was an influx
on May 15 with 42 species banded; Least Flycatchsrs were
probably the commonpest species; & flock of 100 Red-hesaded
Woodpeckers was noted flying north. HNumbers present dsclined
somewhat on May 18. The next influx was on May 20 snd in-
volved good numbers of Warblers and Thrushes., HNumbsers
declined gradually theresfter. HNoteworthy maximum daily
banding totals for individusl species were Bank Swallow, 122
on May 7; and Tree Swallow, 82 on May 7.

Fall 1960
Coverage -~ September 17, 18, 26, 27, 2B, OGctober 22 through 28,

In spites of the limited coverage, there were several
items of interest. A remarkable concenbtration of Sharp-
shinned Hawks was evidently grounded September 17, (192 band=-
ed) and dispsrsed during September 18, %ﬁcwning and Baldwin
1961, Baldwin 1964). Few small birds were present September
17, but there was s good influx of Thrushes and Warblers
during the night of September 17-18. On September 26, some
500 Hawkg, chiefly Sharp-shinned, Cooperts and Broad-winged,
left the Point heading North-West. There was & modest influx
of small birds on the night of Sepitember 26-87, but few Hawks
were seen September 27. The pericd Gotober 22-28 brought no
mejor concentrations but on the 24th and 25%th there wers s
numbsr of unusual birds and observations (see Annctated List),
presumably sassocisted with the very strong westerly winds
which had preveiled for several days previously.

Spring 1961

Coverage - April 22, 23, Mey 5 through 7, 12 through 14,
20 through 22.

A large number and varisty of birds, principally
Warblers and Sparrows apparently moved in during the night of
May 6-~7. On the 7th White-throated Sparrows (55 banded)] and
Myrtle Warblers {22 banded} were particularly prominent: also
noted was a considerabls porthward movement of Blue Jays.
Major concentrations of birds wers pressent on May 13 and 14
involving & large varisty of Warblers, Sparrows, Thrushes and
Flycatchers. Some of these birds were still being retrapped
May 20 and 21. A noteworthy banding total was 49 Least Fly-
catchers on May 1%, {30 on May 14}.




Fail 1861
Coverage - Ssptember 18 through 21, 23, 24, 26 through 30.

Good movements of Sharp-shinned Hawks wers rscorded
September 18, 19 and 21 and some local concentratiom Septen-
ber 20. Blus Jay migrations were noted September 21, 23 and
%0, Thrushes, Flicksrs and Warblers were reporisd numerous
September 18-20. There wes evidently a good concentration
of amall birds, chiefly Warblers, present on September 26.
Moderate numbers pesrsisted through until at least Ssptember
29,

Spring 1862
Coverage - April 28, 29, May 5, 12, 13, 18 through 20.

4 heavy northward migration of Blue Jays was noted
Mey 5. The only other feature of note was the presgence
April 28, 290 of one or two Kenbtucky and Hooded Warblers in
a smell sarly concentration of Warblsrs.

Fall 1962
Coverage - Sepbember 7, 8, 15 through 24, QOctober & through 8.

On September 7-8 good numbers of Warblers were pre-
sent, especially Yellowthrosts, {32 bended). On September
15-16 there was a large concentratlon of Warblers and good
numbers of Thrushes and Flickers. Warblers had declined on
the 17th, but increased again September 19, Thrushes re~
mained common through September 20, Sharp-shinned Hewks were
not seen in pumbers till September 18 when a falr movement
was reported; this contlinued on the 19th. A movement of
Sparrow Hawks was also reported on the 18th. The next major
movement of Sharp-shinned Hawks began on September 22 in the
afternoon and continued through September 24. The esrly
morning of the 24th brought an exceptionally heavy concen~
tration of low flying Sharp-shinned Hawks to the Point.

There was alsc a good movement of Hawks of several species
on October 8 which contimued with reduced numbers on the 7th.
Good numbers of Brown Creepers were present September 23,

(27 banded}, and October 6, (30 banded). The following table
shows banding totals for the six commonest species during the
pericd of hesvy concentration of pesserines in mid-September.




September

15 1s 17 18 19 20

Swainson's Thrush 69 88 26 55 49 19
Gray-cheeked Thrush 29 24 8 42 80 27
Red-eyed Vireo 9 31 1 1 15 0
Magnolis Warbler 82 8 0 4 26 6
Blackpoll Warbler 98 109 10 12 30 0
American Redstart 31 32 3 9 10 4

Total All Species 4986 394 55 153 288 85
3. Banding

A summery of birds banded 1854 through 1962 in spring
and fall is shown by femily in Taeble 1 and s summary by
species including separate tobtals for the years 1959 through
1962 is shown in Table 2. Totals for 1954 through 1958 are
as accurate as can be obtained but as meny banders were in-
volved, each using different band series and as records
available are incomplete it is likely that thers are minor
errors and omissions. )

During the period 1959-1962 trapping waes dons mainly
by mist nets either in the vieinity of the end of the Point
and turnaround or at the Fast Beach. In 1859 and 1960 soms
trapping was alsoc done in othsr areas egpecially around the
Aviation Inn and at McAuley's Corral. The Hellgolend trap
at the Point was not used after 1859 and contributed a minor-
ity of the birds trapped in that year.

Relative volumes of families trapped in spring and
fall during the period 1954-198Z show some marked differences.
Particularly noticeable are the large numbers of Hirundinidae
banded in the spring only and of Accipitidae, almost entirely
Sharp-shinned Hawks, banded in the fall only; also the much
larger proportion contributed by Fringillidse in the spring
and Turdidee in the fall.

Species which headed the list for numbers banded in
spring were Bank Swallow 81264) for the period 1954-1962,
Slate~coloured Junco (340) in 1959, White-throated Sparrow
(160 and 115} in 1960 and 1961 and Redwinged Blackbird (57)
in 1962. In the fall the lesding contenders were Swainson's
Thrush at the top for 1954-19562 %LQ&E?, in 1961 (58) and
again in 1962 (302) end Blackpoll Warbler which headed the
1ist in 1959 (172) end came a very close second in 1962 (300]).
Sharp-shinned Hawks took first place in 1960 (249).

Species banded for the first time in 1959 were Sparrow
Hawk, Common Nighthawk, Kirtland's Warbler and Rusty Blaokbird.




in 1960 Horned Grebe and Harris' Sparrow and in 1961 Red-
shouldered Hawk, Louisiana Waterthrush and Dickecissel.

Several Oregon Juncos have been reported previously
as having been banded at Point Pelee. No evidence to support
their identification has been found. Consequently and in
view of the confusion which has existed among banders between
this species and unusually brown individuals of the Slate-
coloured Junco, it is considered preferable to refer all
records to the latter species and this procedure has been
followed in Table 2.

Table 1: Distribution by Family of Overall
Spring snd Fall Totals 1954-1962

Total : Total

Bended % of Banded % of

Family Spring Total Family Fall Total
Fringillidae 2973 24.4 Parulidae 2267 34.5
Parulldae 2702  22.2 Turdidae 1655 25.2
Hirundinidae 2526 20.8 Accipitidrae 749 1l.4
Icteridae 887 = 7.3 Fringillidae 535 8.1
Turdidae 784 = 6.4 Tyrannidae 246 3.7
Tyrannidae 875 5.5 Vireonidae 197 3.0
Mimidae 385 3.2 Mimidae 170 2.6
Paridae 312 2.6 .8ylvildae 114 1.7
Vireonidae 299 2.5 Scolopacidae 108 1.6
Sylviidae 136 1.1 Corvidae 107 1.6
Others 493 4.0 Certhiidae 107 1.6
Picidae 103 1.6
Others 235 3.4

12172 100.0 6593 100.0
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4, Returns

Table 3 shows a statistical summary of all returns
recorded up to the end of 1962, Difficultlies in ensuring
that the data is complete have probably resulted in a number
of omissions. All the returns could be attributed to local
breeding birds and this is probably the case for the majority
of the individuals involved. Of particular interest is the
fact that the proportion of individuals returning for several
migratory species notably Eastern Klngbird, Rrown Thrasher,
Yellow Warbler and Brown-headed Cowbird are comparable with
that for the non-migratory Cardinal.
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Table 3: Returns - 1955 Through 1962

{Full grown spring banded birds retrapped in spring except as
indicated. )

Individuals
Returning as Longest
Total Xo. of % of Total Elapsed
No. of Individuals Banded 1854 Time Since
Speciles Returns Returning  Through 1961 Banding
Eastern
Kingbird 4 4 8 3 years
Tree Swallow 3 3 1 1 "
Bank Swallow 1 1 <1l 2 "
Barn Swallow* 1 1 <1 2 i
Black~capped
Chickadee 1 1 1 "
Catbird + 8 8 2 l.5
Brown Thrasher + 9 6 4 3 "
Yellow Warbler 26 21 6 4 "
Yellowthroat + 10 5 3 3 "
Red-winged
Blackbird 11 11 3 3 "
Baltimore
Oriole 2 2 2 1 "
Brown-headed
Cowbird 7 7 6 3 "
Cardinal + 10 6 & 3 "
Song Sparrow 4 3 1 3 "

<

There were no records of fall banded birds being re-
trapped in a subsequent fall. Species marked + include indi-
viduals banded in spring and recovered in fall as follows:
catbird (3), Yellowthroet (2), Cardinal (1) and individuals
banded in fall and retaken in spring as follows: Catbird (1),
Brown Thrasher (2), Cardinal (2?.

*
Found dead.
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5. Foreign Recoveries and Retraps of Foreign Banded Birds

A list of foreign recoveriss and retraps of forelgn
banded birds cccurring during the period 1954 through 1962 is
shown in Table 4. There are several records for which com-
plete datas is not Immedistely available and these and any
others which may be discovered will be published in the next
Point Pelee repors.

In reporting recoveries the following procedure has
been followed. Band number and bvanding details are given in
the first line of each entry; retrap or recovery data are
given on the second lime. Dates are in the order: month,
day, year. Dates in parentheses indicate date of letter.
Where available, co-ordinates of banding and recovery are
given in abbreviated form: thus 415-0823, the co-ordinates
for all birds banded at Peing Pelee, refers to the 10¢ block
with the point 41% 50* N, 82° 30" W at the South-East corner.
The name of the bander responsible for a particular record at
a forelgn locstion is shown where known. The following sym-
bols are used:

M - Male
F « Femsle
I - Tmmaturs
fg « Full grown
yv - Taken by cat and relsased
v+ « Killed by dog
z - Caught or found alive {injured or not),
no informastion as to death or release
L - Locsal
v - Trapped with band, released with band
x - Found dead or dying
+ =« Short or otherwise killed by msn
/?/ = Msnner of recovery unknown
w - Killed by weather
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494-82319

514-33005

51423008

514-33014

51433101

51435118

514335146

514-33162

523-72118

533-07308

525-09846

543-22529

543-22537

543~-22830

543-23072
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SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

09,24.55
09,27.5%
11.07.59

09.27.59
10.03.59

09,17.80
10.18.80

0¢,19.59
iz, .e&0

09.17.60
(03.29.81)

09.18,.60
09.55.60

09,18.61
{11.24.61)

09,22.58
l2.22.56

09.16,57
10.23.58

09.14.58
10.04.58

09.24. 58
10,01.58

09.26,58
03.18,5%

09,17.60
11.26.80

10,08.62
12.22.62

Point Pelee

Plummerts Landing, Kentucky

Polnt Pelse
Montezuma, Georgla

Point Pelee
Mullens, W. Va.

Point Peles

Rew Auguste, Miss. (311-0890)

Point Pelse
Qakdsie, Tenn.

Point Pelee

Brunswick, Georgia (310-0813)

Point Pelee
8%t. Mary's, Chio (403-0842)

Polnt Pelee
Hayneville, Alabams (321-0863)

Peint Peles
Hewport, Tenn.

Point Pelee
Sewell, W. Va. {380-0810)

Point Pelee
Micaville, North Caroclina

Point Pelee
Lafayette, Tenn.

Point Pelee
Panams City, Florida

Point Pslee
Crosby, Miss. (311-0911)

Point Peles
Fulton, Miss, (341-0882)
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Table 4: Toreien Recoverles, Bte. (Continued)

EERRING GULL
566-93690 L  07.01.8% Cevaller Islend, Bruce Co,,
Ontario, H. H. Krug
v 08,22.58 Point Pelee
YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER

54323052 £gF 05,07.80 Point Pelse
z (02.20.81) Crossville, Alabams {341-0855)

IBAST FLICATCHER
26-90378 fg 05.,21.61 Point Pelse
v 05.24.81 LPBO Ares 1
THEE SWALLOW
52-22441 fz 05.05.57 Point Pelee

v 05.17.57 Pelse Islend, ¥. Lovesy
57-78124 L 08.19.586 Harsen's Islend, Mich.,
W, P. Hickell
v 05,04, 57 Point Peles
57-76127 I 06.19.56 Hersen®s Island, Mich.,

W. P. Nickell
v 08.03. 57 Polint Pelee
BANK SWALIOW

22-33471 fg 05.03.57 Point Pelee
v 08,17.57 Pelee Island, P. Lovesy

22-35712 fg 05.16.56 Point Pelee
v 06.09.857 FKomoks, Ontarioc, D. Dow

22-35800 fg 05,16.56 Point Peles
y¥r 05.16.56 Tilbury, Onbaric

BARN SWATLOW

52-28112 fg 05.16.56 Point Pslee
v 06.10.58 Delawarse, Ontario, D. Dow
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Table 4: Forelen Recoveries, Bte. (Continued)

BLACE~-CAPFRED CEICKAIEE

26-50606 fg 04,28.62 Point Pelese
v 05,18.62 1PBO Arean 1

26-906153 fg 04.28.82 Point Pelss
¥ 05.11.62 LPBO Area 1
BROWN THRASHER
542-16088 fg 04.22,61 Point Peles
¥ 05.01.61 TEbensburg, Pa. (403-0784)
STARLING

542-16020 fg¥ 04.01.59 Point Pelee
v+ 05.24.60 Arkona, Ontario

542-16084 fgF 04.02.59 Polint Pelse
+  18.29.59 Louisvills, Xenbucky
AMERICAN REDSTART
26-89047 fg¥ 09.05.59 Point Pelee
x 09.20,59 Detroit, Mich.
RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD

542-00975 faM 04,.20.57 roint Pelse
x 03.05.62 Westbourns, Tenn. (362-0840)

b42~15884  fgF  05.10.5¢ Point Pelee
x 05.,18,60 Vermilion, Ohlo
BALTIMORE ORIOLE

52-162108 fgM 05.28.55 Point Pelee
x 05.14.56 Lakeside, Ohio

COMMON GRACKLE

543-22562 fgF 03.30.59 Point Pelee
v 01.22.860 Monitgomery, Alabama,
R. T. Mitchell
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Table 4; TForeign Recoveries, Etc. (Continued)

543-22582 bod g 04.01.59 Point Pelee
+ 10.,08.62 Staples, Ontarioc {421-0823)

543-22602 fg 05.21.58 Point Pelee
x* {04.12.62) Leamington, Ontarioc (420-0823)
BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD

52-194873 fgF 05.07.51 Point Pelee
x 086.01.62 Msrblehead, Ohlo {413-0824)

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW

“'27-140568 fg 05.13.61 Point Peles
w {01.12.82) Black Hawk, Miss. (335-0900)
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6. Anncotated List

The following list gives details of somes of the more
interesting species and unusual observations recorded by
banding station perscnnel in 1959, 1960, 1961 and 1962,
Records of unusual species are included only where there is
considered to be adequate documentation.

Horned Grebe

One was plcked up in the bush near the end of vegeta-
tion at. the Point, October 24, 1960. It was in apparent good
health and was banded and released in the water.

*
Brant

A single sdult was observed on the tip of the sand-
spit, October 25, 1980,

Blue Goose

One Immsture was observed grazing in the open areas
in the vicinity of the end of vegetation at the Point October
24th and 25th, 1960,

Piping Plover

Two were seen on the sandspit September 18, 1962.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper

One was observed on the sandspit September 15, 1962.

Northern Phalaropse

One was observed off the Point September 18, 1962,

Great Black-backed Gull

Three were seen on the sandspit October 22, 1960 and
two sub-adults, alsc at the Polint, April 28, 1980.

F
Species not included in Taverner and Swales 1907-08
or Stirrett 1960.
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Littls Gull

Two adults were observed at the East Beach, September
18, 1961.
Mourning Dove

One was recorded sitting on nest in Post Woods,
September 12, 1959.
Mockingbird

One was banded May 5, 1960 at the Point, another
observed at the East Beach, May 13, 1981.
White-eyed Vireo

Five were banded, one May 6, 1960, two May 7, 1960,
one May 13, 1961 and one May 19, 1962, all at the East Beach.
Kirtlandts Warbler

A first year male was banded at the East Beach, May
10, 1959 (Woodford 1959b}.
Louisiana Waterthrush

One was banded at the Point, April 25, 1960.

Kentucky Warbler

Two individuals (probably different birds) were
observed at the Bast Beach, April 28, 1962,
Hooded Warblerx

A female was banded, May 14, 1960 at the East Beach
and a male was banded, April 29, 1962, alsc at the East Beach.
Yellow-headed Blackbird

A male was observed at the East Beach, May 20, 1960.

Dickcissel

A male in breeding plumage was banded at the East
Beach, May 13, 1961.
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Henslow's Sparrow

One banded, May 9, 1960 at the Point, "on release
flew 50 yards over the water, alighted on water, paused 15
seconds, then took flight and returned to shore, landing in
a tree, apparently none the worse."

Harrist Sparrow

An Immature was banded near the Aviatlion Inn, October
24, 1960.
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A HOTE O THE VALUE OF MUSEUM SPECIMENS IN THE
STUDY OF DISEASES IN WILD BIRDS

by Peter Kirzseﬁ

Dizeases in wild blirds, especially pox virus infec-
tion and ®scaly leg™ mite Infestatlion, wers studlied during
1965 at bird observatories of the Ontario Bird Banpding Asso-
ciation. In addition I had the opporbtunity to examine the
skins of 8256 birds of 40 different specles in the bird study
skin collection of the Hoysel Ontario Museum. The species
examined were those in which pox infections or mite infesta-
tions bad besen reported previcusly, or in which they were
sonsidersd likely to occur. IMpdsrately developed warty
leslions suggesting foot pox were found on the tarsi or dizits
of one or both fesb from 11 birds representing 8 species.
Although the tissues had been drisd and stored for perieds up
to forty yesrs or longer, they wers ssebisfactory for histo-
logical preperstions. Pox virus infsections were diagnosed
histologieslly in the following species: Brown Creeper
{Certhie familiaris) 1 of 229; Slate-coloured Junco (Junco
hyemalis) o of 4oe; Robin {Turdus mizrstorius) 1 of 545)
Chipping Sperrow (Splzells vasserina,) L o 1; White-~
throated Sperrow (Zonotrichia a bicollis} 1 of 4528; Yellow=-
shafted Flicker {Colaptes aurastus, L oI 241:; Towhse {Pipilo
erythrophthslims} o 0; and Wood Thrush {Hylocichia
mustelina) L of 74. Attempts to lsoclate virus from one of
These cases were unsuccessiul.

Mites causing ®gcaly leg" were found in 13 of 305
Red-winged Blackbirds (Agelalus phoenicus] and in 8 of 3863
Bronzsd Grackles (Quisca us versicc.ori. A high prevalence
of mite infestation waes found slso In birds of both species,
trapped in 19635,

These results illustrate the value of museum spesci-
mens in the study of disesses in wild birds. The number of
diseased birds found in s museum collectlion, however, doses
not represent accurstely the prevalence of this disease in
nature. Diseased birds usually do not meks the best museum
specimens. If a collector does aot keep & severely diseased
bird for reasons of speciazl imberest, it does not become part
of & study skin collectlion., For this resson, only diseased
birds with minor legions, that have besn overlooked during
the process of skinning, are found in these collections.
Furthermore, time of collecting and the predominance of one
sex or the other in the skin collections differ so much from
species to speclies thet no conclusions can be drawn as o
prevalsnce of disease in the wild populations. Hevertheless,

*Division of Zoonoses and Diseases of Wildlife,
Gntaric Veverinary College, Guelph, Ontarioc.
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to find new hosts for an infection, to confirm earlier re-~
ports, or to see the disease in new locations or confimed to

certain age groups, museum specimens are a valuable scurce of
information.

This study was made possible by the cooperation of
Dr. J. Barlow and his associates, D. H. Baldwin and J. L.
Baillie, of the Royal Ontario Museum. Their help and advice
is gratefully acknowledged.
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WOOD DUCK BANDING IN ELGIN COUNTY, ONTARIO
by R. A. Hubert

This report conveys details of a project, now in its
fourth year, concerned with (a) promoting the locel nesting
of Wood Ducks (Alx gsponsa) by offering artificial nest sites
and (b) banding post breeding season young snd adults in
response to the current need, expressed by the Ontario Depart-
ment of lLands and Forests and the Atlantic Flyway Councll, for
an annual sampling of Wood Duck populations to ensable natural
production, annual kill end other importent factors to be
determined.

Location

Corner's Pond, the scene of toth phases of my project,
is located in Lot 15, Concession 4, in South Yarmouth Town-
ship, Elgin County (precisely at Lat. 0811° Long. 424°). Its
length is 350 by 150' wide. I%s axis lles north and south.
It is spring fed from the north and dammed at the south. The
water fluctuates little and varies in depth from 0T at its
northern end to 10! at the dam. Good cover for nesting Wood
Ducks surrounds the pond, made up of second growth to mature
hardwoods. Cattalls fringe the water, rushes, some sedges
and a selection of aquatic weeds are also in evidence.

Coverage

During the three years 1963-1965 I have spent varying
emounts of time at the pond commencing usually early June and
finishing prior to the hunting season in September.

Total time spent has involved the initial reconnais-
sance, erecting the traps, baiting and finally the inspection
of the traps and banding. Approxzimately four hours per day
and week-ends were involved. My family camped in the vicinity
on week-ends to facilitate banding. This also allowed more
time for observation, and offered protection for the traps at
the time they are most likely to be visited by the public.

Nesting Ducks

Although primarily concerned with assessing and im-
proving the Wood Ducks' breeding success, notes were kept on
all species and these are presented in Table 1.

In 1964 more boxes were erected than can probably be
utilized in so smell an area. However, since both wooden and
metal containers were used and various modifications employed,
it was hoped to determine which design the birds would select.
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The design illustrated in Figure 1 is the one which the
writer now favours and recommends to anyone interested in
providing artificial Wood Duck boxes.

To illustrate the performance of the nest boxes as
opposed to the natural nestings the following notes are
offered.

1963 Two boxes were erected at the northern end of the pond.
One contained 14 eggs but the nest was predated and
none hatched. The second contained 10 eggs, nine of
which hatched successfully.

1964 Right boxes erected on poles and in suitable trees
(Wood Ducks prefer to fly in through or under an open
canopy) at heights between 6' an *. Both wooden and
metal construction were offered. A wooden box over
water at 6' was used to rear a single brood.

1965 Eight boxes erected on poles and in trees as in 1964.

A wooden box situated in a willow at the edge of the
pond was found to contain 17 cold eggs, perhaps a
fdump® nest used by more than one female., Kortright
(1942) gives from 10 to 15 as the normal full clutch.

A metal box situated over water was also used producing
10 young, first observed on June 28th.

Thus it was determined that both wooden boxes and
metal boxes (as in Figure 1) were suitable. The opportunity
to gather more detailed data on clutch sizes and egg laying
dates was passed in favour of leaving the birds as undisturbed
as possible. A watch must be maintained for Starlings
(Sternus vulgaris) who adopt the boxes for nest sites. When
observed they were cleaned out. A case is known in Ontario
of a Wood Duck deserting a partially complete clutch in a
nest box when a starling built its nest on top of the duck's
eggs (Baldwin pers. comm.). During winter cleaning-out oper=-
ations owl pellets were encountered on several occasions, a
Screech Owl (Qtus asio) sometimes being found in residence.
Boxes were cleaned out prior to each nesting season and lined
with a couple of inches of peat moss or wood shavings.

Trapping

Two balt traps were employed each year. These were
spaced well apart and moved from time to time in order to
determine the best locality. In 1963 two folding traps con-
structed mainly from 1" square welded and galvanized 16 gauge
wire were used. These traps, identical in design, measured
6t x 6' with a height of 4'. A single funnel entrance was
attached 18" wide, 16" high and 14" deep, tapering on the 14n
dimension %o & 4" neck. The funnels were attached with hog
rings facilitating their removal when the traps were not
being checked daily. This enables the birds to enter through
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METAL NEST BOX FOR WOOD DUCK
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the large aperture, feed and escape, thus developing a feed-
ing pattern which was exploited as soon as the trap was re-
set.

Two-inch chicken wire was used as a top and bottom;
burlap bags were also spread over the bottom %o prevent the
bait from sinking out of sight. This last measure is only
necessary on very soft muddy bobtoms. On firm sand or gravel
no bottom is required in the trap at all.

) In 1564 one of the above traps wes again used in con-
Junction with a trap of lily-pad design. This trap, by far
the easiest to construct, was made from the same 16 gauge
welded galvanized wire with again & 2" chicken wire top and no
bottom. Since this design has no squared corners, the curve
of ths wire being utilized instead, it is rigid enough and
requires for an entrance only that the two ends be brought
close together {curving in) to form a 4" gap which runs the
full helight of the trap. Since this trap was set in 18" of
water, I provided a feeding platform-cum~perch measuring 207
x 6" fastened to stakes set jJjust above the water line
(Figure 2].

In construeticn and operation the lily-pad proved a
gimpler, more successful trap than the square one. With both
traps the ducks were lifted out with a dip-net after unhitch-
ing one corner of the chicken wire top.

In 1985 two lily-pad traps were used of similar pro-
portions to my old square ones. Again I used the feeding
tray/perch principle and found 1t very successful. The bait
was very congpicuous on its tray and after feeding, the
trapped birds used 1t as a perch.

During the three years wheat and corn were both used
as balt. I am convinced that the corn, which is always con~
spicucus and not easily washed or blown away, is superior.

I was fortunate in having only two fatalities, both
being very young ducks. These occcurred in 1963 and in both
cases were trapped with adult birds which may have killsd
them by beating with their wings. Fortunately no Raccoons
(Prco¥on lotor) appear to inhabit the trap area as no losses
to 8 source have occcurred.

Table 2 gives my complete banding totals for the
three years. I do not know to what eztent my traps select-
ively catch the several species using the pond, but believe
from observation that my banding totels fairly reflect the
species proportions present on the pond. As may be seen,
the majority caught are immatures.
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Table 1: Xotes on Nesting
1983 1984 1965
Number of nest boxes 2 8 8
Species Wo. broods hatched
Mallard 2+1° 1 2
Blue-winged Teal 1% 1 b
Wood Duck 3 3 3

3
Indicates suspected nesting due to behaviour.

Only Wood Ducks used the boxes provided and these
produced more young naturally than in the boxes.
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Table 2: Banding Totals
Imm., Imm. Loc. Loc. Sex

Species M ¥ M F M F Unkn. Total
1963
Mallard 2 2 8 5 2 1 0 20
Black Duck 0 0 3 0 0 0 o 3
Pintail 0 0 0 1 0 o 1 2
Green-winged
Teal 1 0 4 3 0 0 0 8
Blue-winged
Teal 0 0 10 11 o] 0 0 21
Wood Duck o 0 11 8 ] 2 0 27
Total 1963 3 2 36 28 8 3 1 a1
1964
Mallard 1 4 3 9 1 2 2 22
Wood Duck 0 2 8 6 6 6 o] 28
Total 1964 1 6 11 15 7 8 2 50
1965
Mallard 2 1 4 4 3 5 0 19
Wood Duck 1 0 2 0 13 5 0 21
Total 1965 3 1 8 4 16 10 0 40
Total to date 171
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Table 3: Recoveriss
Species Banded Recovered Location of Recovery
Wood Duck  08-01-84 10-07-64 Aylmsr, Ontario
" i 06-23-65 10-07-6° 10 miles from banding
Mallard 08-~03-63 08-24-64 Saginaw, Mich.
® 08-11-63 11-04-64 Lake St. Clair
i 06-07-64 1964 Hunting St. Thomss, Ontario
Season
n 06-07-64 " " " "
" 06-14-64 n n " "
" 08-02~65 11-10-85 Turkey roint
" 08-15-85 08-31-65 Long Point (trapped)
n 09~01L=65 11-04-65 Turkey Point
5 09-01-65 1965 Hunting St. Thomas, Ontario

Seagon
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Appendix I: Construction Details for Metsl Hest Bozes

Size of pail: 1B% high, 11v diameter.

Size of 1id: 11" dismeder: cut from 1/2% plywood,
with & 2% strip of metal fastened around the clrcumference
{with metal serews) to form the lip.

Size of front board: 15% x &%, fashioned from 3/4"
board. At its top the true entrance slat 1s cut. Its sur-
face is roughened or slotted as shown to allow the young
birds to ¢limb out. I% is fastened with 1" nalls.

The pail 1s either bolted directly to its post or
onto a plece of piping of larger diamster which can be
gserewed to the post with further bolts alliowing the pall to
be easily taken down for winter storsge and eleaning if
desired, whilst leaving the support post in situ.

Slze of opening: Whilst a circular entrance is
frowned upon by some authoritlies, mine were elliptical
measuring 3" x 4. These dimensions wers favoured by
Carrick (1965) and Hughes {1966} and are said to prevent
entrance by raccoons. This is of courss one of the primary
advantages of the metal nest box. It cannot be chewed away.
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BETWEEN THE BOOKENDS
by Eleanor Mellish

March, to ms, means the doldrums. The winterts activ-
ities are over, and thoss of spring seem far in the future.
And so we mark time in as pleasant a fashion as possible, and
search our llbraries and bockshops for stimulating reading.
Two books come to mind immediately: Wild Heritage, by Sally

Carrighar (Houghton Mifflin, 1965), and Living IslLand, by
Evelyn M. Richsrdson {Ryerson Press, 19657,

Miss Carrighar, a well-known American fileld natural-
ist, has observed wild life from the lemmings of Alaska to
the pronghorns of Wyoming. During a rest period between
fileld trips she found berself in a San Francisco zoo helping
biologists to make plaster casts of animsls' footprints, and,
from the vantage point of the cages, watched the human beings
on display outside the bars. Her equation of herself with
the caged chimpanzee wishing to stir up some action sets the
tone of the book.

Do animals behave like people, or is it the other way
around? Anthropomorphism is defined by the Oxford Dictionary
as lInterpreting animsl behavior in terms of human attributes.
Scientists have shied away from this approach as maudlin
Victorian sentimentality, and in fact modern ethnologists
have been swining asround to the belief that the very reverse
of anthropomorphism is a valid approach--human behavior may
best be understood in terms of animal attributes. Whether in
the study of sex, mother-child reletionships, play, the drive
for dominsnce, communicaticn, or social organization, the
effect of our wild heritage can be related to our human
nature and habits. Miss Carrighar shows us how a better
understanding of animal naturs can bring us to a better under-
standing of our own dangers and opportunities.

Some of her statements will shock and infuriate,
others will bring nods of agreement, but each one is carefully
documented. The lengthy list of source material included in
this book ranges from truly scientific publications to those
generally availlable in our reference libraries. I should like
%o investigate some of the latter more fully.

For 35 years Mrs. Richardson and her family have kept
the light on the island of Bon Portage, 8 mliles from Cape
Sable. A small island lying directly on a flyway, migrating
birds rest and feed there, and storms and hurrlcanes bring
strays and rarities to landfall. Always keenly interested in
watching birds, Mrs. Richardson was visited by Dr. Harrison
Lewis, former Chief of Canadian Wildlife Service, who intro-
duced her tc the usge of binoculers and the importance of
keeping records and making cocrect identifications. She
proved to be such an api pupil that before long she was send-
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ing information to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and in
due course became a bander participating in Operation Recov-
ery, an activity unfortunately curtailed by ill-health.

Tt would seem to be a lonely life, but her interest
in pature and her skill with words have combined to give us
an unforgettable picture of a Nova Scotian island throughout
the changing seasons, from the fog which dropped a vermilion
flycatcher at her door, to the sunny days of summer when
thousands of shorebirds congregate around the rocky pools.
Acadia University has now taken over the island as a study
area in a new program of ecology and wildlife management.
The daily records of this new and scientific station would,
I feel, be all the better for & touch of Mrs. Richardson's
word-magic.

The Bird Watcher!'s America. Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr. {ed.)
{McGraw-Hill, 1965, 44C pp.)

This is a bock I was tempted to leave for the next
issue, but an unususl book deserves to be shared immediately.
This is not a guide to bird-finding as such, but rather a
collection of first-perscn sxperiences written by 44 people,
among them ornithologists, scientists, and teachers, who love
and study birds and can write well about them.

The book covers exclting places for birds in North
America north of Mexico, including Alaska. Bach author has
been chosen for his (or her) familiarity with a certain re-
gion, and for his ability to exclte the imagination and curl-
osity of the reader. There has been no attempt at uniformity
of presentation, and the styles remain individual, an achleve-
ment of which more editors should take note.

From the length of the Atlantic Seaboard through the
Wetlands and the Prairies to the Pacific Coast, from the
Everglades to the Aleutians, we travel with these naturalists
and share their experiences end enthusiasms. Canada is repre-
gsénted by Hugh Hslliday's account of Bonaventure Island, Fred
Bodsworth's Algonquin Park, and a colorful deseription of the
migration spectacle, "At Polnt Pelee in the Spring," by John
Allen Livingston. It is interesting to note that Mr. Living~-
ston feels there has been insufficient observation at Pelee
in the autumn. He refers, I trust, to experienced amateur
birdwatchers and not to bandersl

John Henry Dick, the celebrated bird artist, has
contributed 50 line drawings. This book will make you anxious
tc pack your binoculars and travelling clothes. Armchair tra-
vellers will enjoy browsing and dreaming.
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