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LONG POINT BIRD CHSERVATOEY: 1962 & 1963 REPORTS

by D. J. T. Hussell

INTRODUCTION

During the two years covered by thls report the
Observatory mads notable progress both in the ornitholog-
iecal work carrisd out and in provision of improved faclli-~
tiss at Long Point.

In August 1962 a start was made on construction of
a 321 x 20' building in the lighthouse area at the sastern
end of the Point (Area 1 in the map shown in Figure 1), '
By the end of 1963 this building had been largsely completed, |
providing space for storilng, examining and banding trapped
birds, for reference Dbooks, records, and a small collsction
of study skins. Together with the original small cabin,
it also provides living and sleeping accommodation for
about eight psople.

A four-wheel drive Land Rover was purchased In
1962, apd has provided much improved transportation to the
trapping areas. The 1947 Jeep was retained, and together
with enother donated to the Observatory has been used
mainly for local transportation near the trapping areas.

The provision of these extensive new facilities,
which have contributed substantially to tie establishment
of the Long Point Bird Observatory as a viable organization,
involved considerable expense. The various organizations
that financislly supported this project are acknowledged
elsewhere in this report, but I wish particularly to thank
the many individuals whose combined donations accountsd for
more than half of the cost, as indicated in the financisal
statement, which is included as Appendix I.

The varied activities of the Observabory are indi-
cated in the following sections of the report; some of the
highlights will be mentioned here.




The Observatory was operated for a total of 125
days in 1962 with six weeks continmuous coverage during the
spring migration, and separate periods of one and two
weeks in the Tall. 1In 1983 the Observatory was manned for
a total of 188 days, zgain with six weeks of continuous
coverage in the spring, and separate periods of two, three,
and four weeks in the fall. 13,439 birds were banded in
1962, and 9,521 in 1983. The reduction in numbsrs in 1983
reflects a greater emphasis placed on weighing and careful
examination of the birds trapped that year, rather than a
reduction in overall effort. 1962 was notable for the
cccurrence of the largest kill of nocturnel migrants ever
recorded at the Long Polnt lighthouse: approximately two
thousand birds were killed when they struck the lighithouse
and nearby obstacles on the night of September 26 ~ 27,

In 1962 a duck banding project was started in co-
operation with the Ontarioc Department of Lands and Forests
in their waterfowl feedling sanctuary in the Provineial Park
at the base of Long Point. 198 ducks were banded in 1962
and 1059 in 1963,

The Observetory held its first educational course
in September 1963, a "workshop weekend® organized in co-
operation with the Federation of Ontarioc Naturalists.




THE ACTIVITIES OF THE OBSERVATORY

1. Summary of Results

The following table glves some statistics on the
results of the 1962 and 1963 work.

19582 1963
No. of days operating 125 188
No. of persouns co-operating 63 58
Ho. of birds banded 13439 9821
No. of species banded 147 142
No. of birds weighed and/or measured {approx) 1000 7000
No. of recoveries reported during year 8 24
No. of foreign banded birds recovered g 14

2. Migration Highllights

In this section the major features of each migra-
tion season are described, during periods when the Observ-
atory was manned continuously for a week or more.

Spring 1962

Coverage:

Area 1 (Lighthouse): April 20 - June 3

Area 2 (Breakwater): April 20-29; May 5-17, 19-21,
26, 27; June 2, 3.

Areas 3 & 4 (Prov. Park): April 20-29; May 5, 6, 12,
19-21, 26, 27; June 2, 3.

The first major influx occurred during a spell of
warm weather from April 25-30. Yellow-shafted Flickers,*
Brown Creepers, Brown Thrashers, Ruby-crowned and Golden-
erowned Kinglets, Hermit Thrushes, White-throated Sparrows,
and Rufous-sided Towhees were numerous during this period.
A very heavy influx of White-throated Sparrows occurred on
4pril 28, 338 being banded. Several southern species were
recorded: Summer Tanager, Worm-eating Warbler, Lark
Sparrow, Mockingbird.

The next few days wers quieter, but on May 4,
Black-capped Chickadees were rather sbundant in Area 1,
and on the following two mornings there were moderatie
influxes of White-throated and White-crowned Sparrows,
Least Flycatchers, Blue Jays, and a few Warblers. Some
Baltimore and Orchard Oriocles, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks,
Red-syed, Warbling and Solltary Vireos were also present.

sk
Scientific namss of bird species mentioned in the
text are given in Appendix II.
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A cold spell from Msy 7-9 cut short this influx.
From May 10 there were increasingly warm temperatures,
which developed into an unseasonably warm spell from May
13-20. Throughout this period Chickadess were extremsly
active and numercus in Area 1, and there were indications
of a rapld migration of many species. The bulk of the
warblers passed through, and White=throsted and Whitee
crowned Sparrows were numserous as were many of the other
species normally expected at this time. However, thrushes
were notably scarce. A sscond Worm-eating Warbler was
trapped on May 1l6.

There was a marked drop in temperature on May 21,
followed by more normal temperstures, and the number of
birds present was much reduced. It appearsd that the
major part of the migration was over, but during the last
few days of May small influxes of late migrants, such as
Cuckoos and Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, were noted.

Autumn 1962
Coverage:

The maximum period of continuous coverage was from
Sept. 30 - Oct. 14, so some additional interesting observ-
ations from other periods will be described.

Observations of birds crossing the face of the
moon were made on the night of Sept. 1l4-15. Betwsen 0010
and 0110 E.D.T. on the 15th, 80 birds were seen, and
between 0438 and 05386 E.D.T. 22 birds were obssrvsd.
Large numbsrs of birds were present on Sept. 15. In
Area 1, 284 birds of 39 species were banded including
19 species of warblers. Thes following speciss predomin-
ated: Swalnsonts Thrush 59, Grey-cheeked Thrush 30,
Blackpoll Warbler 25, Cape May Warbler 22, Brown Thrasher
20. At the Breakwater, 99 birds of 26 species were banded,
with Swainson's Thrush 34 and Grey-cheeked Thrush 14 pre-
dominating and 12 speciss of warbler. There was a heavy
and impressive movement of birds starting aboud 0730 and
continuing until late morning, with a peak at about 1000.
Most were moving scuth-west along Courtright ridge and
then travelling west along the shore. Yellow-shafted
Flickers formed the most obvious part of the movement, but
they were probably outnumbersed by the many warblers,
thrushes and Ross-breasted Grosbeaks, For exzample,
between 0810 and 0820 about 100 Flickers were sstimated
to have passed, many Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and warblers,
some Cedar Waxwings, Yellow-bellled Sapsuckers, thrush
and American Goldfinches, and one Catbird. Many of the
birds were flying Jjust above tree-top level., Some of ths
thrush and other spescies were turning at the end of Court-
right ridge, but many were continuing west along the shore.
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Flickers were travelling mainly in groups of sixz to ten,
stopping cccasionally %o perch In the tops of trees. It
was determined that these birds were coming off the portion
of Long Point to the sast of Courtright ridgs. Most wers
crossing from Sauire's ridge (the next ridge east of
Courtright) to the north end of Courtright ridge then
moving soutbh-west along Courtright towards the Bresakwater.
There was no movement from the Eysrson¥s-Island - Turkey
Point dirsction. In Arss 4, at the base of the Polnt, the
movement of Flickers was ssen and 25 Sparrow Hawks were
gounted moving west in one helfl hour. The type of move-
ment ssen on Sept. 15 seems to occur regularly in the fall,
especislly efter the passage of a cold Tront, bub it
remaing to be detsrm when and wherse the birds lnvolved

B
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Sept. 29-30, 78 birds of 25 species were killed st the
lighthouse and anobher 114 birds were trapped and banded
there. Good numbers of birds were present in Area 1 on
the 30th, with Kinglets predominating and 18 speciles of
warbler being banded. In Area 2, a medium intensity east
to west movement was observed, and in Area 4 it was noted
that thers was mueh less activity than on the previous day.
By Oct. 1 relatively few birds remained. Good gumbers of
Whits-throated and White~crowned Sparrows were present in
early October, especially on Oct. 3, 6, and 9, after which
few were seen, On Oct. 9 a White-eysd Virec was banded,
this being the first time that this scuthern specles had
been seen 2%t Long Point in the fall.

Spring 1863

Coverags:

Ares 1: April 12 - May 286

Area 2: April 20, 21, 27, 28; May 1l-16, 18-20.

Areas 3 & 4: April 13-15, 20, 27, 28; May 4, 5,
17-20, 24-26.

The first notable influx of birds ccourred during
the psriocd April 16-19. A small influx of Tellow=-shafted
Flickers, Slate-colorsed Juncos and Brown Creepers oun
April 16 was followed by a modsrats influx on April 17 in
which Slate-colored Juncos, White-throsted, Savannah and
Song Sparrows, and Yellow-shafted Flickers predominated.
On the nizht of April 18-19, 133 birds were trapped at the
lighthouse and large numbers were present the following
dey. A total of 360 birds of 21 specises were bended on
April 19, including 164 Slate-colored Junicos; Fox Sparrovws
were present in good numbers, in addition to the species
noted on April 17.

The period from April 20-27 was notable for the
lack of new asrrivals end for the large number of retraps
of birds banded sarlier. However, large numbers of Brown
Greepers were recorded at the Breskwater on all four days
that 1t was manned in April. This appears to be a regular
oceurrencs thers during the second half of April.

There was s moderabe influx of White-throatsd
Sparrcws, fous-sided Towhees, Brown Thrashers and Yellow-
shafted Flickers on April 29 and 30, but cold weather and
snow on May 1 apparently stopped this influx. However, &
heavy influz, particularly of White-throated Sparrows,
osceurred on May 3. New arrivals continued to appear during
the following few days, but the next heavy influx occurrsed
on May 9; White-throated Sparrows again predominated, but
large numbers of White-crowned Sparrows were also present
for the first time.




Msy 10 brought zn sxzeeptionally heavy influx of
pirds: White-throated and Whits-ecrowned Sparrows, Blue
Jays, Baltimore Orilcles, Catbirds, Rose-breastsd Grosbsaks,
Brown Thrashers, Bastern Kingbirds and warblers. “The
tricles, Cetbirds, Grosbeaks and Kingblrds were sverywhere,
moving in small groups or singly towards the end of the
point into the teeth of & 20 - 40 m.p.h. gale.® The wind
was bstwesn E. and N.E., the sky was overcast, and there
waz 8 conziderable amcunt of raln. Two recoverlss of
birds bandsd on May 10 suggest Lhs

at thess birds may have

neen involved in & reversed migration. A Hoss-breasted
Grosbesk released at 1715 on May 10, was trapped at
Presque Tsle, Bries, Pennsylvanis, on the south shors of
TLake Erie at 0700 on the following morning. A Warbling
Tireo, also banded on My 10, was found dssad at Erie,
panngylvenia, on May 19.

Numbsrs of birds or ths weslk followin
May 10 were not excepbional vas a hsavy flilght
at the lighthouss on ths ni: «18. The kill of
237 birds of 21 sgpecles was aver recordsd in
the spring, and included 10 Thrushes, 30
Yesries, and 19 Oven +o thess species,

YTellowthroat, Blackburnian Warbls», Megoolia Warbier,
Bay-broasted Warbler, Catbird, Tennsssss Watbler and Rose-
breasted (rosbeak fTigursd §rsmia@§tlg in the catch.
Another ki1l {83 birds of 17 speciss,) occcurred on ths
night of ¥Mey 18-20, but during the remainder of the perilod
of coverags relatively few birds were present, except for
large numbsrs of Blue Jeys, as is usual at this tims of
vear.

subumn 1983
Coverage:

area l: August 17-31; Sept. 1, 2; Sept. 14 -~ Coi. B.

Ares 2: Sept. 15-29.

Aress 3 & 4: Aug. 18, 19, 24, 31; Bspt. 1, 2, 7, 8,
15, 18, 22, 28; Oect. 5.

The pericd of coverage during August was uneventlul
sxeept for the occurrence of a kill of 112 birds of 21
species at the lighthouse on the night of Aug. 25-24, and
the pressnce of large numbers of birds on ths followling
day. Cenada Warblers (30) and Mourning Warblers (16) pre-
dominated in the kill, which was the largest ever recorded
in August. HNorthern Waterthrushes were abundant on Aug. 24,
2t least 65 being estimated to be present in Area 1;
Empidonax Tlyeatchers and Vesrles were slsc numerous.

Good pumbers of Sharp-shinned Hawks were Eraseat
pt. 14 and 15, but very few small birds were sesn

on Se
ntil Sept. 19, when there wes an increase in the numbers
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of warblers present. On the night of Sept. 19-20, 601
birds of 28 species were killed at the lighthouse (the
largest kill of 1963}, Ovenbirds (194}, Blackpoll Warbler
(58}, and Yellowthroat (56) predominating. These and
other species of warbler, as well as Swainson's and Grey-
cheeked Thrushes were abundant on Sept. 20. Connecticut
Warblers were exceptionally abundant, 20 being killed at
the lighthouse and another 23 trapped there. 1In area 2
Swalinson's and Grey-chesked Thrushes were numercus both
on Sept. 20 and 21.

The following week was quiet. A small influx of
warblers and thrushes was noted on September 26 and a much
larger influx on Sept. 27, The numbers of particular
species present in esch area often differ markedly. This
was particularly well illustrated by the numbers of
thrushes banded in Areas 1 and 2 on Sept. 27:

Area 1 Ares 2

Hermit Thrush 38 14
Swainson's Thrush 15 36
Grey-cheeked Thrush 12 87

Large numbers of warblers and thrushes continusd
to be present in both areas on Sept. 28, with comsiderable
activity at the lighthouse during the previous night. On
Sept. 29 there was some reduction in the number of
thrushes and warblers, but an increasse in sparrows
(particularly White-crowned Sparrows). For the remainder
of the period of coverage only moderate numbers were
present.

3, Banding

A detailed summary of the banding totals is given
in Tables 1, 2 and 3. As in the previous two years most
of the trapping in Area 1 was done with the thres Heligo-
land traps there, with mist-nets, a house trap and a
number of smaller traps contributing to the total. Tn
Areas 2 and 4, mlist-nets asccounted for most of ths birds,
but a Heligoland trap and a house trap in Area 2 and
several small traps in both Areas contributed to the
totals. Most of the birds trapped in Area 3 were ducks
caught in the large duck trsp in the Onbtario Department
of Lands and Forests waterfowl feeding sanctuary.

It will be noted from Table 1 that sparrows
(Fringillidse} made up a very large percentage of the
total in 1962, This was mainly due to the lerge pumber
of White-throated Sparrows banded during the good coverage
of the spring migration. The increasing importance of
ducks {Anatidse) in the banding totals is also evident.




The grand total of birds banded in the four years
1960-1963 is 36,654 of 182 species. White-throated Sparrow
neads the list with 5,575 banded.

Birds banded for the first time in 1962 were: Green
Heron, Mallard, Black Duck, Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged
Teal, Wood Duck, Ring-necked Duck, Pigeon Hawk, Common
Gallinule, Amsrican Golden Plover, Ruddy Turnstonse,

Solitary Sandpiper, Least Sendpiper, Bonaparte's Gull,
Compon Tern, Short-billed Marsh Wren, Water Piplit, Yellow-

throated Virso, Prothonotary Warbler, Golden-winged
Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Loulsians Waterthrush, LsCo
Sparrow, Lark Sparrovw.

=
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Hew birds in 1983 were: Canade Goose, Pintail,
smerican Widgson, Ring-necked Fheasznt, CLiff Swallow,
Pine ¥arbler, White-winged Crossbill, Henslow's Sparrow,
Sharp-tailed Sperrow, Snow Bunbting.

Clearly, the number of nsw speciles that can
reagonably be expected to be added in Tubure yszrs is
being rapldly reduced.
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Table 1: Distribution of B

10
ending Totals by Families

1982
Faally baﬁg;d égggl
Fringillidae 6229 456.4
Paruvlidae 1332 9.9
Teteridae 855 6.4
Turdidae 778 5.8
Paridae 515 3.8
Sylviidae 508 3.8
Certhiidas 501 3.8
Tyrannidase 459 3.5
Picidae 408 3.0
Corvidas 407 3.0
Mimidse 404 3.0
Anatidsas 200 1.5
Ploceidae 134 1.0
Others 699 5.2

13439 100.0

Table 2: BRanding Totals fo

1963
Femily bangsd  Fovml
Fringillidae 3579 37.6
Parulidae 1225 12.9
Anatidae 1062 11.2
Turdidas 1050 1.0
Icteridas 481 5.0
Certhidae 302 3.2
Mimidae 294 3.1
Corvidas 286 3.0
Picidae 286 3.0
Sylviidas 220 2.3
PTyrannidae 156 1.8
Cthers 580 8.1

9521 100.0

r Different Areas

1962
Spring Fall

1983
Total Spring Fall Total

Area 1 4515 2771 7286 3157 2177 5344
Area 2 3038 443 3481 1078 1133 2208
Areas 3&4 _1256 14186 2672 623 1356 1979

Total 8809 4830

13439 4855 46686 9521




Table 3: Banding Totals

No. Banded Grand Totals 1960-63

Species 1962 1963 Banded Recov.* §g§§§§?
Gresn Hsron 3 1
Canada Goose 3 3
Mallard 145 200 345 22 4
Black Duck 54 57 91 5 1
¥Mellard x Black Duck

hybrid i i 2
Pintail 1 i
Green-winged Teal 2 10 12 2
Blue-winged Teal 9 684 893 5 5
American Widgson 1 1
Wood Dusck 8 105 113 i
Ring-necked Duck 1 1 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk 9 49 1086 i
Cooper's Hawk 1 &
Pigeon Hawk 1 1 2
Sparrow Hawk 3 4
Ruffed Grouss 2 1 6
Ring~necksd Pheasant 1 1l
Virginia Rall 1 2
Common Gallinule 1 1
Semipalmated Plover 20 3 25

*Recoveries reported before Jam. 1, 1964, of birds

banded at Long Point.

**pirds banded elsewhere which were recovered at Long

Point before Jan. 1, 1964.




Table 3 {continued)

Piping Plover
Killdeer

American Golden Plover
Black-bellisd Plover
Ruddy Turanstone
American Woodcock
Spotted Sandpiper
Solitary Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Least Sandpiper
Dunlin

Semipalmated Sandpiper
Sanderling

Herring Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Bonapartets Gull
Common Tern

Mourning Dove
Yellow=-billed Cuckoo
Black~billed Cuckoo
Screech 0wl
Long-eared Owl
Saw-whet Owl
Whip~poor-will
Chimmey Swift
Yellow~shafted Flicker

14

L - - I N

15

~1

22

13

222

12

16

19

137

23
24

473
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Table 3 (continued)

Red-headed Woodpecksr 30 11 87
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 74 101 235
Downy Woodpecker 82 37 188
ERastern Kingbird 17 ] 87
Great Crested Flycatcher 2 4 26
Eastern Phoebe 32 8 55
Yellow-bellied Flycabcher 43 17 194
Acadian Flycatcher 2 1 9
Traill's Plycatcher 18 3 78
Least Flycatcher 288 91 824
Empidonax sp. 26 g 1198
Eastern Wood Pewes 42 13 148
0live-gsided Flycatcher 4 5
Tree Swallow 35 21 107
Bank Swallow 42 3 171
Bough~wingsd Swallow 3 1 7
Barp Swallow 43 19 197
Cliff Swallow 1 i
Purple Mertin 7 17 28
Blus Jay 407 2886 758
Black-capped Chickadse 515 16 598
White=-breasted Nuthatch 37 2 144
Red-breassted Nuthatch 93 76 233
Brown Creeper 501 302 1031
House Wren 62 34 142

Winter Wren 27 20 75




Table 3 (continued)

Long-billed Marsh Wren
Short-billed Marsh Wren
Mockingbird

Catbird

Brown Thrasher

Robin

Wood Thrush

Hermit Thrush
Swainson's Thrush
Grey-cheeked Thrush
Veory

Eastern Bluebird
Blue~gray Gnatcatcher
Golden~crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Water Pipit

Cedar Waxwing
Loggerhead Shrike
Starling

White-eyed Vireo
Yellow~throated Vireo
Solitary Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Philadelphia Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Black-and-white Warbler

198
200
104

39
249
231
102

49

10
158
340

14

152
139
36
22
214
427
280
70

33
isi

14
520
440
179

86
682

1189
476
190

37
418
872

32

91

64
1z8
45
20
87




Table 3 {continued)

Prothonotary Warbler
HWorm-eating Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Blue-winged Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Orenge~crowned Warbler
Fashville Warbler
Parula Warbler
Yellow Wardler
Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler

Black~throated Blue
Warbler

Myrtle Warbler

Black-throated Gresen
Warbler

Cerulean Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Bay~breasted Warblsr
Blackpoll Warbler
Pine Warbler

Prairie Warbler

Palm Warbler

Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush
Louisians Waterthrush

(R SIS

42

95

30
133

31
261

37

26
30
8l

74
62
10

i5

w

63

28
118
24

35
179

2z

24

35

131

57
103
24

o W

205

27
297

16
143
613
271

1286
1196

132

100
152
236
8350

465
493
8l




Iable 3 (continued)

Connecticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Yellowthroat
Yellow-breasted Chat
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler
American Redstart
House Sparrow
Bobolink

Eastern Meadowlark
Red-winged Blackbird
Jrchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriolse
fusty Blackbird
sommon Grackle
3rown-headed Cowbird
jcarlet Tanager
jummer Tanager

ardinal

lose-breasted Grosbeak

‘ndigo Bunting
Mckeissel

urple Finch

*ine Siskin
Jeerican Goldfineh

hite-winged Crossbill

134

71

35

46

134

i1l
514

74

82

166

14

29

108

24

69

18

29

130
13

i8

a5

226

84

59
106
31

11
130
17

76

478

154
111
249
170
85
24
1012
13
292
26
164
362
77

49
397
95
10
59

308
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Table 3 {(continued)

Rufous~sided Towhee 113 102 290 2
Savannah Sparrow 105 78 243

Grasshopper Sparrow 3 6 14

LeConte's Sparrow 1 1

Henslow's Sparrow 2 2

Sharp-tailed Sparrow 1l 1

Vesper Sparrow 18 20 44

Lark Sparrow 2 2

Slate-colored Junco 806 678 2418 2 1
Tree Sparrow 99 118 291

Chipping Sparrow l21 46 263

Field Sparrow 133 55 260

White~crowned Sparrow 638 505 1924

White~-throated Sparrow 2921 1061 5575 1

Fox Sparrow 86 39 152

Lincoln's Sparrow 250 125 580

Swamp Sparrow 144 76 296

Song Sparrow 523 308 1072 2

Snow Bunting 98 96

TOTALS 13439 9521 36694™** g5 32

***The grand total includes the following birds of
species not banded in 1962 or 1963, which are not included in
the table: Least Bittern 1; Oldsquaw 1; White-winged Scoter 1
Broad-winged Hawk 1; Marsh Hawk 1; Common Snipe 4; Pectoral
Sendpiper 1; Short-billed Dowitcher 1; Belted Kingfisher 3;
Hairy Woodpecker 1; Horned Lark 1; Bewick's Wren 2; Northern
Shrike l; Kentucky Warbler 1; Hooded Warbler 2; Lapland
Longspur 1.

Grand Total of Species banded: 182




4. Hecoveries and Returns

In reporbing recoveries in this section the follow=-
ing procedure is used. Band number and banding details
are given on the first line of each entry, retrap or re-
covery data are given on subsequent linses. Dates are in
the order: month, day, year. Dates in parenthesis indi-
cete date of letter. Co-ordinates of banding and recovery
locations are given in abbreviated form; thus 423-0801
refers to the 10' block with the point 420307N., 80°10°'W.
at the south-east coraner., Co-ordinates of Areas on Long
Point are not recorded in each case, but are as follows:
Long Point (1} - 423-0800; Long Point {2) -~ 423-0801; Long
Point (3} and {4) - 423-0802. When known the name of
bander responsible for a particular record (other than
those at Long Point) noted as the last entry on the line
concerned. The following symbols are used:

Local

Tmmature

Adult

full-grown

Male

Female

shot or otherwise killed by man
found dead or dying

trapped with band, relessed with band
manner of recovery unknown
Hunting season

Point Pelee Bird Observatory
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{1} Recoveries

{ This section includes

| recoveries reported to the time

! of writing of birds banded at
Long Point in 1963 or eariier,
together with recoveries at Long
Point during 1962 and 1963 of

!

|
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& foreign banded birds.
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(ii) Inter-Arsa Movements

This section includes records of birds banded in
one area that were retrapped in another area at Long Polnt
during the same migration season. Records of such move-
ments of migrants have been rather few; short-distance
migrants that take part in diurnal movemernts have provided
most of the records. The area on Long Point is given in
parenthesis after the date.

Sharp-shinned Hawk
663-55155 I M 09-07-63 (1)
v 09-21-63 (2)
Yellow-shafted Flicker
623-21310 fgM 04-23-862 (1)

v 04-27-82 (2)
823-21585 fgM 04-28-62 (2)
v 05-02-62 (1)

Blue Jay

623-21456 fg 05-05-62 (1) (Blood sample taken)
v 05-10-62 (2)

623%-21494 fg 05-07-62 (1)
v 05-09~-62 (2}

623~-22404 g 05-16-62 (13
v 05-17-62 (2

Black~capped Chickadee

During the spring of 1962, there were eleven
records of birds trapped in one area being retrapped in
snother. Seven of these moved from Area 2 to Area l; two
from Area 1 to Area 2; one from Area 4 to Area 1; and ons
from Area 1 to Area 4.

Cardinal

58-118601 fgM  05-06-82 (43
v 05-21-62 (2
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(1ii) Returns

The majority of the returns recorded at Long Point
appear to be local breeding birds. There are nc records
that can be reasonably ascribed to transient individuals
reappearing in subsequent migration seasons. Thers is
only one record of a winter resident returning (a Tree
Sparrow), but this probably reflects a lack of work on
wintering birds. A selection of the returns obtained ars
included in the following list:

American Woodcock

623-22524 fg 04-26-62 (4)
v 04-14-63 (4)

Downy Woodpecker

27-138871 fg¥  05-20-62 (4)
v 10-27-62 (4)

Tree Swallow

62-68015 fegM 05-22-80 (4;
v 05-12-62 (4

29-71450 fg 05=-21=-61 (23 (Blood sample taken)
v 05-13-82 (2

Barn Swallow

Most of the birds nesting in the lighthouse
keeper's barn have been banded each year. Some of the
nestlings have slsc been banded, but no returns of these
have been recorded. One adult banded in 1961, and four
banded in 1962 returned after an interval of a year. In
addition the following returns after two or more years
were obtained.

29-70336 fgM  05-22-60
v

(1)

05-19-62 (1)

v 07-21-62 (1)

v 06-09-63 (1)

29-70337 fgF  05-22-60 (1)
v 05-16-61 (1)

v 06-02-62 (1)

v 07-15-62 (1)




29-70342 05-23-60
05-11~61

07-15=-62

05~11-61
06-09-83

62~-655386

62~-65539 05-11-61

06-09-63

dH dry qddqdHy

g B &
— — g~ P
e e
st St N St W’

Black-capped Chickadee
102-01153 05-16=62 (1)
04-18-63 (1)
05-06-63 (1)

)
H#m

102-01198 05-16-82 (1)
05-30-62 (1)

04-14-63 (1)

102-01199 fg  05-16-62 (1;
v 10-27-62 (4

44‘;‘9

House Wren

29-73101 fg  09-03-61 (4;

v 05-20-62 (4

Robin
542-08183 fgFf  04-28-62 (4;
v 05~24-63 (4

Red-winged Blackbird

In addition %o the record shown below several birdé
returned after an interval of a year. |

542-08129 fgM 07-21-61 (4)
v 04-27-62 (4)
v 05-05-63 (4)

Baltimore Oriole

58-118536 fgM  05-23-60 (43
v 05-19-82 (4

58-125261 fg 08-22-61 (lg
v 05-20-62 (2




30

Common Grackle

In addition to the record shown below, three birds
returned to the area in which they were banded after an
interval of a year.

623-22488 fgM  07-28-62 (1)
v 04-15-63 (4)

Brown-headed Cowbird

In addition to the following records, several birds
returned after an interval of one year.

58-117171 fgd 05-27-60 (1)
v 05-18-61 (1) (Blood sample taken)
v 05-24-61 (1)
v 05-11-62 (1)

58-117350 fgF 05-04-61 (1)
v 04-30-83 (1)

58-123207 fgd 05-24-61 (1)
v 05-23-63 (1)

Tree Sparrow

62-66119 g 03~24-62 (23
v 12-31-862 (2

Song Sparrow

In addition to the following record, four birds
banded in spring or summer returned the following year.

27-138095 fg 09-02-51 (4)
v 03-31-62 (4)
v 10-06-62 (4}
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5, _Annotated List

The following list gives details of some: of the
more interesting species recorded in 1962 and 1963.
Records of unusual species are included only where there
is considered to be adequate documentation. A single
asberisk after & species name indicates that it was mot
recorded by Snyder (1931} and had not previously been
recorded by the Long Point Bird Observatory; a double
asterisk indicates that it was on Snyder's hypothetical
list and had not previously been recorded by the Long
Point Bird Observatory.

Red~throated Loon
Two on April 21, 1963.

Common Egret

One seen on each of the following dates: May 15,
1962; May 5, Sept. 18, and Sept. 22, 1963.

sk

Snowy Egret

One seen on April 25 and June 2, 1962. The bird
was described as being all white, with dark legs and
yellow feet. On June 2 the darkish grey blll, with yellow
gpot at base, was geen.
Whistling Swan

In contrast to the large numbers seen in spring,
fall records are rather Iinfrequent. About 20 were sseen
on Nov. 11, 1962, and 15 on Dec. 9, 1963,

Snow Goose

One on Sept. 21, 1963.

King Eider

A& female found dead, and another female or immature
seen on Dec. 7, 1983,
Surf Scoter

Four on May 8, six on May 9, three on May 28, one
on June 2, and two on Cct. 14, 1962.
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Common Scoter*

One on Oct. 13, three on Oct. 14, and two on
Oect. 28, 1962.

Bald Bagle

There was evidence of four pairs attempting to
pest in 1962, but apparently all were unsuccessful.

Two nests were occupled early in 1963, but were
deserted by April 20. One contained an eggshell, and
there was an unhatched egzg in the other.

Plping Plover

Seven nests were found in 1962, and one young was
banded. In 1963 four nests were found, and young from
another nest were found. Seven adults and nine young were

banded. There were probably not more than ten pairs
present in either year.

imerican Golden Plover

A few seen each fall, maximum numbers being three
»n Sept. 22 and Oct. 27, 1962 and three on Sept. 17, 1963.

Jpland Plover**

One on May 21, 1963.

nrple Sandpiper*

One on Nov. 11, 1962; three on Oct. 30, two on
fov. 25, and one on Dec. 5, 1963,

juff-breasted Sandpiper*
One on Aug. 19, 1962,

[udsonian Godwit

Three on Sept. 17, and five on Sept. 18, 1963.

ted Phalarope

One on Sept. 22 and 23, 1962; one on Oct. 2 and
me on Nov. 6, 1963.
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Northern Phalarope
Single birds reported on Sept. 15 and 16, 1963.

Pomarine Jaeger*

An immature was found dead on Oct. 20, 1963.

Glaucous Gull
An immature seen on Nov. 15, 1963.

Iceland Gull
~_ One on April 24, 1962; one on May 13, and one on
Sept. 15, 1963.
Franklints Gull
One seen on May 8 and 9, 1963.

Little Gull
E Single birds on July 29, Sept. 22, and Oct. 14,
1962; and on May 8 and Sept. 28, 1963.
Snowy Owl
Recorded only in 1963, on the following dates:
one on Nov. 4, one on Nov. 11, three on Dec. 8, and one on
Dec. 18.
Boreel Chickadee
One on Ochober 28, 1963.

Mockingbird

Six banded in 1962 on April 30, May 14, 15, 21, 24
and 25. Birds which were probably different individuals
were Seen on April 28, May 1, and June 3. In 1963 three
were banded, on April 21, May 11, and Jume 1; and others
were seen on May 11, and Sept. 30.

White-eyed Vireo
One banded on Oct. 9, 1962.
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Yellow-throated Vireo

Single birds banded on QOet. 7, 1962, and May 18,
1963. One killed at the lighthouse on the night of
Sept. 19-20, 1963.
Prothonotary Warbler*

A female was banded on May 27, 1982.

Worm-eating Warblser
Single birds banded on April 30 and May 16, 1962.

Golden-winged Warbler

One banded May 5, two banded and several sesn
May 11, one banded May 17, and one seen May 19, 1962,
Blue-winged Warbler

Single birds banded on May 5 and 11, 1962. One
seen on May 11 and another on May 19, 1963,
Prairie Warbler

Single birds banded on May 10, two seen on May 16,
one banded and two others seenm on May 19, 1962. One seen
on Aug. 20, 1983.
Western Meadowlark

Two on May 11, 1963.

Summer Tanager

A fTirst year male banded on April 29, 1952.

Dickeissel

Two banded on Oct. 5, 1962. In 1963, one was killed
by a hawk and another was seen on Sept. 19; two were killed
at the lighthouse on the night of Sept. 19-20; one was
trapped and banded at the lighthouse on the night of
Sept. 27-28; two were seen on Qct. 3; and one was banded on
Oct. 20,
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White-winged Crossbill™
One banded on QOct. 2%, 1963.

LeConte's Sparrcw*

One trapped and banded at the lighthouse on the
night of Oct. 8-9, 1962.

Henslow's Sparrow

One heard singing on April 27, 1962. One trapped
and banded at the lighthouse on the night of April 18-18,
and another banded on April 26, 1963. Snyder (1931)
recorded this species as nesting in the wet, grassy flats
between Courtright ridge and Squire's ridge in the summer
of 1927.

Sharp-tailed Sparrow

One trapped and banded at the lighthouse on the
night of Sept. 27-28, 1963.
Lark Sparrow

In 1962, one was banded on Apri. 28. A second

bird was geen on May 2, and it was probably this bird
thet was banded on May 8 and was still present om Mey 9.

Clay-colored Sparrow*

one was seen and heard singing on May 15, 1963,
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6. Progress of Projects

Progress of some special aspects of the work of
the Observatory are reported in this section.

(1) Weight and fat condition of migrants

Increased emphasis was placed on weighing birds,
particularly in 1963, and a large amount of data is now
available for analysis.

(ii) Analysis of lighthouse kills

During 1962 and 1963 the Observatory continued to
co-operate in an enquiry into the occurrence of lighthouse
and television tower kills in Ontario, sponsored by the
Federation of Ontario Naturalists and Royal Ontario Museun,
under the direction of D. H. Baldwin. (See Baldwin 1962,
1963, 1965.)

A total of approximately 2500 birds of 52 species
were killed in 1962, and 923 birds of 69 species in 1983,
Some of the more notable kills have been described under
Migration Highlights?.

{i131) sStudy of local movements of birds

Simultaneocus coverage in two or more areas resulted
in several retrappings of birds between areas. Detalls of
some of these are given in the section on "Inter-area move-
ments™., Colour marking during the spring of 1962 was not
successful in increasing the number of observations of
inter-ares movement, and was therefore discontinusd,
Analysis of local movements of Black-capped Chickadees in
the spring of 1962 has been completed. (See Hussell and
Stamp, 1965.)

{iv) Duck Banding

Since 1962 the Observatory has co-operated with
the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests in a duck
banding project in the Long Pofnt Provincial Park and
vicinity.

A large permanent funnel and drop trap was con-
structed in one of the Department's feeding sanctuaries
in 1962, and was used in the fall of both 1962 and 1983,

In 1963 emphasis was placed on banding Wood Duck,
this pert of the project being manned almost entirely by
Lands and Forests. Three 4' x 4' traps and three 6' x 6%
traps were positioned in selected areas within a 25 mile
radius of Port Rowan in July and August. No aree was
found to contain a large concentration of Wood Ducks, and
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the permanent trap in the feeding sanctuary took over half
of the 107 Wood Ducks banded.

Totals of ducks banded and details of recoveries
are given in the appropriate sections of this report. A
special report on the very successful banding of Blue-
winged Teal in the fall of 1963 4s included in this issue
(Field 1965).

(v) Collection of blood samples to examine for possible
presence of viral encephalitides

Sampling was continued in 1962 by Dr. L. Karstad,
Ontario Veterinary College, and some of his students.
Approximately 870 birds were sampled and subsequently
released. Eastern Encephalitis virus was identified in
blood taken from a Slate-colored Junco trapped on Oct. 7,
1961. This is probably the first isolation of Eastern
Encephalitis virus in Canada since 1938; but this may
?srgjy reflect leck of study in this area. {See Karstad

96

(vi) Gull trapping by cannon net.

During the summer of 1963 geveral catches of gulls
were made using a cannon net owned by D. H. Baldwin.
About 50 gulls were trapped and banded, and several
foreign banded birds recovered.

Dr. W. W. H. Gunn, Canadian Wildlife Service,
recorded distress calls of trapped gulls and used the
facilities of the Observatory te test the effect of thess
calls when played back to flocks of resting gulls, in
connection with his work for the Associate Committes on
Bird Hazards to Alreraft, National Research Council.

(vii) Recording distress calls.

Under the directionm of Dr. J. B. Falls, University
of Toronto, Mr. D. Robinson recorded the distress calls
of about 100 birds in 1962 and 50 in 1963. Dr. Falls has
a considerable collection of distress call recordings,
which are of use in field studies of the specles concerned,
snd for comparative purposes.

{viii) Bat banding

155 bats of 5 species were banded in 1962, and 21
of 3 species in 1963, as follows:




19862 1983

Little Brown Bat {Myotis lucifuzus) 148 18
Eastern Pipistrel {Plplstreiius subflavus) 1
Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus) 3 1
Silver-haired Bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans) 2
Hoary Bat {lasiurus cinereus) 1
Red Bat {Lasiurus borealLis) 2

{ix) TBducational courses

A workshop weekend was held in September in co-
operation with the Pederation of Ontaric Naturalisss.
Eleven students were instructsd in censusing, banding, and
other technigues used by the Observatory.
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APPENDIX I: FINANCIAL STATEMENT

1962
Inconme

Donations -
Canadisn National Sportsmen's Show
Federation of Ontario Naturalists
¥aturalists?® Clubs
Ontario Bird Banding Assoclation
Individuals

Lecture Fees

Transportation Fess

Lccommodation Fees

gggenditures

Purchase of Building

Purchase ¢f Land Rover

Vehicle Maintenance and Opsration
Miscellansous Building Matsrial
Wire Netting {(for traps)
Miscellansous

Balance December 31, 1963

1983
Tncone

Balance December 31, 1982

Tonations -
Canadisn National Sportsmen's Show
rederation of Ontaric Naturallsts
Naturalistg?! Clubs
Individuals

F.0.N. Weekend

Transportation Fess

aAccomnodation Fees

Bank Interest

Building Materials
Vehicle Masintenance and Operaticn
Miscellansous

Balance December 31, 1963

$ 500.00
500.C0
245,00
109,70

£2853.58
25.00
335.00
174,75

1183.00
2834.82
241.11
31.84
109.70
35,03

$ 106,53

$ 108.53

500.00
150,00
50,00
361,31
7.00
325.00
202,95
5.25

$1245.68
395.37
20.99

$ 48.00

43,05

(d
3

$4436.50

$1708.04

$1662.04

@

NN
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APPENDIX II: SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF BTRDS MENTIONED
1IN THE TELT

Red=-throated Loon {(Gavia gtellata}, Gresn Heron
{Butorides ¥irescens), Common Egret (Casmerodius albus},
Snowy Egret (fzrsttia thuls}, Least BifTern lxcbrychus

exilis}, Whistiing Swan [Cvenus columblanus

2
i{Branta cansdensis], Snow Goose |Chen G
[inEs piatyovno o8}, Black Duck {inss e
14nas scuta), Green-winged Teal {Ainas o
winged Teal (Anas dlscors), American ,
americana}, Wood g}, B ke
1Avthye ocoll : gul is
EBider {(8omat lig} ite He
{Melanitta 7 cats iz 78 5
Common Scote gral harp He
{Accipiter s par? i | T p
Broad-winged 51ad Eagle
{Haliseetus 1 8 6
Pigeon Hawk 1 Lumperig Tl
sparverius), Buffed Grous: { Bonas Hing-necked
Pheasant {Phasianus solchicus?, ¥ {Rallus
limicola), Gommon Galllinuls {Galll cpug), Semi-
palmated Plover {Cheradriuns semip Piping FPlover
{Charadriug meloda), KilldeeT [Charsariv ciferus!,
american Golden Plover (Pluvislls dominios ; Blagk=bellied
Plover (Squatarols scustarg a}, Ruddy Turnstone {Arenaria

ia@ergres}s Amsrican Woodcock {Philchels minori, Common
Snipe {Capellas galliina o}, Upland Flsver sartramis

longicauda), Spotte sandpiper {Actisis mecular aj,
SGE%E%T? Sandpiper {Trings solitsiria » Greater Yellowlegs

(Totanus melanoleucus), Purple Sandpiper {Erolis maritima},
Pectoral Sandpipsr (Brolis melanotos), lLeast Sandpiper
{Erolis minutilia), D o iErolia alpins), Shori-billsd
Dowiteher {Limnodromus erizeus s Semipaimated Sandpiper
{Bresunstes pusil us), Burf-breasted Sandpiper (Tryneites
subruficolilis), Hudsonian Codwit {Limosa haemasTics 5
Sander £ {Lrocethia albal, Red Fha 8rape (FPhalsrcopus
fulicarinsg}, Northers © alarope {Lobipes lobatus;y,
Pomarine Jasger {Stercoresrius pomarinus), alauceous Gull
{Larus & erborsus), lcelana Gull {Larus leuco terus},
Herring Gull (larus ar entatus), Ring-billed Guil [Larus
delarwarenais), Franklin's Gull (Larus inixcan},
Bonaparte®s Gull {Larus philadel ala), Little Gull (Larus
minutus), Common Tern [Sterna hlrundo s Mourping Dove
{Zenaidura macroura), Yellow-biiled Cuskoo {Coceyzus
gmericanus), Black-billed Cuckoo (Coceyzus srvthropthal-
mig}, Screech Owl {Otus asiocl, Snowy Owi (Nvotes scandiacal,
Long-eared Owl (Asid otust, Saw-whet Owl {Eegolius
acadicus), Whip-poor-will (Caprimuleus vociferus),

Chimney Swift (Chesturs pelazica s Belted Kingfisher
{Megaceryle alcyon/, Vellow-shafted Flicker {Colaptes
auratus;, Red-hes-ad Woodpecker [Melanerpes eor §E§aea hae-
ug}, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphvrapicus varing s Halry

-

vecker {Dendroconus villosusl, Downy Woodpsoker
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(Dendrocopus pubescens), Bastern Kinm bird {%zgannus
tyrapnus), Great Frested Flycatcher (Mylarcous crinitusl,
Sastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe), Yellow-bellied Fiy-
catcher (Empidonax FTaviventris), Acadian Flycatcher
{Empidonax virescens), Fraill's Flycatcher (Empidonex
traliiill, Least rliycabcher (Bmpidonax minimus), Eastern
Wona Powee (Contopus virens), O Tve-cided r.iycatcher
(Nuttallornis borealis), morned Lark (Eremophila alpestris)
Trse SwWallow {(iridoprocne picolor), Bank Swallow {(HipaZTis
riparis), Rough-wingsed Swallow (Stelgzidopteryx ruficollis),
Tatn Gwallow (Hirundo rustica), Cliff Swaliow (Petro=-
chelidon pyrrhonota), purpie Hartin (Progne subls), Blus
ay (Cyanocitta cristatal, Black-capped Chbickadee (Parus
atricapiiius], Boreal thickades (parus bhudsoniocusi, Thite-
breasted nuthateh (Sitta carolinensis), Red-oreasbted
Nuthatch (Sitba canadensis), Brown Creeper {Certhia
familiaris), House wren (Iroglodytes aedon), winter Wren
{Trogfodgteg t%o%lcdzggg}:"ﬁewiax*s Wren (Taryomenes
bewic s LOnZe sa Marsh Wren {Telmabtodytes D ustrisl,
Shert-bllled Marsh Wren (Clstothorus letensis), Mocking-
bird {(Mimus bol%géottos}, Catbird [Dumetella carolinensisl,
Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum), Robin (Turdus migrator-
ius), Wood Thrush (Hylocicnla Tustelinal, Bermit Lorush
TE7locichla guttata], owainson's rtarush (K locichla
ustulata), Gray-coesked Thrush (Hylocichla minima), Veer
[Bviccicnla fuscenscens), Bastern Blusbir gTalia sialis),
Blus-gray Gunatcatoner TPolioptila cmerulea), Golden-
crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa’/, Ku v-crowned Einglet
(Regulus calendula], wWater FPipit {Anthus spinoletbal,
Cedar Taxwin lBombycilla cedrorum), Northern Sarike
{Tanius excublior), gegernead ohrike (Laniusg ludovicianusl
g8farling (Sturnus vulgaris!, White-gyed Vireo 17iTreg
riseus), Yéllow-throated vireo (Vireo flavifrons),
Solitary Vireo (Virso solitarius), Red-eyed vireo {(Vireo
}, Philadelphia Vvirso (Jireo hiladelphicus),

olivacsus)
Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus), Black-and-wnlte Warbier
{¥niotilta varia], Prothonotary Warbler {Probonotaria
citrea; , norm-aating Warbler {(Helmitheros FEPHLVOLUS | .
Golden-winged Warbler (Vermlvora cirysc teral, bius-
winged Warbler (Vermlvoras pinus/, Tennesses Warbler
{Vermivora peregrina), Orange-crowned Warblesr (Vermivoera
celatal, Nashviile warbler Vermivora raficapilla), parula
Yarbisr (Parula americanal, Ysllow Warolier {Dendrgica
stechlial, Magnolia Warbler {Dendroics ma olial, caps May
éarsﬁef {Dendroica ti rinal, sck-throated plue Warbler
(Dendroica caerulescens), Myrtle Warbler {Dendroicsa
coronata), Black-throated Green Warbler (pendroica virens),
Terulean Warbler (Dendroica cerulesa), Blackburnian Harbler
{Dendroica fusca}, Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendroica
pensyLvenice , pay-breasted Warbler {Dendroica castanes),
Elackpoll Warbler (Dendroica striata), Pine Warbler
{Dendroica pinus), Prairie warbler Dendroica discolor),
Palm warbler {(Dendroica palmarum), OVenbird (S€iuTus 8Uro-
capillus), Northern waterthrush (Ssiurus nOVEeDOTACENS18) 5
Touisiana Waterthrush {Seiurus potac lila ), Asnbucky

.

T
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Warbler {(Oporornis formosus), Comneeticut Warbler
{Oporornis aZiLiis), Mourning Warbler (Qporornis philsdel-
phia}, Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas), Vellow-breasted
CEat (Icteria virens), Hooded Warbler [Wilsonia citrina},
Wilson's Warbler [dilsonia usills), Canads Warbler
(Wilsonia csnadenslis), American Dedstart {Sstophaze
rutic s}, House Sparrow [Passer domestionsg) ., Eeggiizk
ciichon oryzivorus), Eastern Meadow.ark (Sturnells
agns ), western Meadowlark (Sturnells ns lecta)l, Rad-

Wéﬁ%gia
feae

inged Blackbird (Agelaius phoenicsus), Orchard Oriole
{Icterus sgpurius), Baltimore Oriole [Icterus galbulal,
Husty Blackbird {Bunhagus carplinusg), Common GrBckie
{Quiscalus guiscula), Brown-headsd Cowbird [Molotbrus ater),
Secarist Tsnager |oiranga olivacea), Summer Tanager [Diransa
rubral, C cardi 2}, Rose-bressteq
Grosbeak {Pheucticus udovicisausg), lndigo Bunting
{Pazsering cyenes;, Dickeissel (Spizs amsricsnal,

Finch {Carpodacus purpureus), Pine Siskin [(Spirus

American Goldfinck [Spinus tristis), White-wingsd
bill (Loxis leucopters), Rufous-slded Towhee {(Pipi
erythophthalmus), Savannah Sparrow {Passerculus sanwichen-
838}, Grasshopper Sparrow {Ammodrasus gsvannarum} ,
LeConte's Sparrow {Passerhermiius caudacutus), Henslow's
Sparrow {(Passerherbuiugs hens Owil}, Sharp-tailed Sparrow
{Ammospiza caudecuta), Vesper Sparrow (Poascetes gramineus)
Lare Sparrow (Lhonissies grammacus),; Slate-colored Junco
(Junco hyemalis], e Sparrow (Spizella arbores),

Chipping Sparrow {Spizells passerinal, Clay-coiored
Sparrow {(Spizells Lida}, Field Sparrow (Spizella
pusills), wWilte-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichis leucs hrys),
White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichism &T coliis], fox
Sparrow (Passerslla ilisca), Lincoints Sparrow {(Melospizs
iincolniil, Swamp Sparrow (Meslospizs seor isns}, Sonz
Sparrow (Melospiza melodia), Lapian Longspur {faelesrius
lapponicus], Snow Bunting (Plectrophensx nivalis;.
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BANDING OF BLUB-WINGED TEAL AT LONG POINT, ONTARIO, 1863
by Marshall H. Fleld

In late summer and early fall the marshes and bay
of Long Point ssrve as an lmportant collecting and feeding
area for large numbers of Blue-winged Teal {anss discors)
and other species of duck.

In late August in 1963, large numbers of teal
arrived unexpectedly at the pond in the Long Point Water-
fowl Feeding Sanctuary. During the early fall of 1962
trapping efforts had produced only sight Blue-winged Teal,
compared to a total of 884 for August and part of September
196%. By August 20th small groups of Teal were coming
regularly for feed and by August 3lst, the numbers of teal
had built up to an estimated 500. On September 7th the
fesding population bad risen to 1,500 which was considered
the peak and when the banding eceased on September 22nd
there were less than 50 teal coming in to feed.

Dailv Record of Cateb = July, August and September, 1965:

July 8 - -- 1  Sept. 1L - - - 47  Sept. 10 - - - 18
Aug. 19 - - - 2 " 2 =< 83 " 15 - - - 12
n 20 - - « 22 " 3 .- 350 " 1 - - - 61
" 25 .- 4 " 4 - - = 10 w17 - - - 13
" 28~~~ 5 " 5 e 3 " 18 - - - 42
% 29 - - - 1 " § -~ - 26 19 - - - 17
® 3] - - - 41 w 7 - - -58 "0 - - - 40
® 8- - -390 " 2] - - 8

"9 - - - 43 " 22 == = 9

The size of the dally cstch depends on many
fastors, mainly beyond the bander'ts gontrel. HNumbers of
birds in the area, weather, disturbance of the trap area
by psople or predators, all play thelir part. Howsver, it
can be seen that the biggest catches span the peak period
for numbers of birds coming in to feed.

THE TRAP

The trap (Figure 1), of a tpermanent’ deslign, wes
constructed in 1982. In 1963 it was modified. The main
alterations reduced its overall size from 30 feet squars
to 20 feet square, and resulted in two funnel asutomatic
entrances being installed., One entrance was placed in
shallow water and the other on land about six feet from
the water's edge. Observations suggest that most of the
teal entered through the water entrance. The presence in
the compound of a number of wing-clipped geese end ducks
dcubtless served Lo decoy the migrants.

-
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TRAPPING AND BANDING

During the early part of September, banding at the
gsanctuary was carried on by Mr. BEdward Ackert, a student
from the Forest Ranger School at Dorset who was assigned
to Long Point for his work perlod. A% certain intervals
the trap had to be closed as Mr. Ackert could not Keep
abreast of the banding and continue to carry outb other
duties that were assignsd to nim., I was at Long Point
sontipucusly from Septemberl 15th to 22nd, and had a good
opportunity to work on the teal.

Wholse shelled corn was used almost exclusively for
feed and worked very well providing it was placed in or
near the waterts edgs. AL fipat, teal were csught only on
the normal morning and evening ecollections. Later 1t was
discovered that the teal seemed %o be feeding all day and
that by careful regulation of the feed outside the trap,
collections could be made every tnree hours. Soms of the
trapped birds were scooped up, using a landing net, from
the main secticn of the trap. The remainder worked their
way into the smaller collecting compartment and could
egsily be removed. They were all placed in burlap sacks
with about twelve birds to each sack with cars being taken
to keep the birds spread out in the sacks, as overheating
could easily become a problem. They were ysually taken to
ocur cobtage about a mile from Lhe trapping site, for band-
ing and processing. On numerous cccasions birds released
from our cottage in the evening would be found in the trap
again in the sanctuary the following morning.

The size of band recommended for blue-winged teal
in the Banding Manual is No. 3 pand. This sudden influx
of teal &t the sanctuary caught us with a limited supply
of No. 5 bands. To help counserve our No., 5's we started
using No. 4 bands on the smaller birds until & supply of
tpe larger bands arrived from Ottawa. T soon discovered
that the large band could be pulled off the leg of 2 small
teal. After this experiencs, No. 4 bands were used on all
teal with small tarsus and No. S on the larger ones. An
adult male tesl was trapped wearing a No. 4 foreign band,
indicating that other banders must have had the sanme
difficulty.

AGE AND SEX

Every effort was mads %o ¢ and sex the teal
agcurately. GCarney and Geis (1960) was used to some
extent. Some difficulty in following the manual was
experienced dus to plumage variations. Methods mentioned
by Kortright (1942) proved most helpful. The "spots-on-
the bill® method of sex determination proved very reliable,
and only once did we find a male Blue-winged Teal with one
small black spot on the bill. Females seldom lacked the
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black spots; these are mainly at the base of the bill.
When there was any doubt as to sex using the external
plumage criteria, we used the cloacal method.

Many birds that were sexed by this method were
found to have at least two types of intestinal worms. On
two teal, a large black leech was discovered emerging from
the nostril chamber of the upper mandible. When squashed
they were found to contain a large quantity of blood. oOns
of the teal with a leech in its nostril was extremely thin
The Tollowing table will indicate the ags and sex ratic of
the 684 birds banded.

Age and Sex Composition:

Immature Male « - = = 310 Adult Mele - -« - -~ 29
Immature Female - - - 281 Adult Femgle - - = 84
Total Immature - 571 Total Adult = 173

WEIGHTS AND MEASUREMENTS

There was a considerable size variation between
immature and adults of both sexes. One hundred and one
teal were weighed and the chord measurement on the wing
taken. Ten of the birds weighed slightly higher than
510 grams which was the limit of the available scales
(Ohaus Triple Balance). The lightest bird was an immeturs
female weighing only 305 grams,

Average Welght-

4l immature femsles - 419.5 grams
49 immature malss - 459.0 "

9 adult females - 479.6 "

2 adult males = 510.0 "

There was no indication that the wing measurement had any
bearing on the age or sex of the bird.

E RS o

CASUALTIES

A 1" x 1-1/2" welded wire was used to form the
automatic entrances. This was the wire that the ducks
cams in contact with in trying to escape. Geccasionally
one of the teal caught the wrist of the wing in this wirs.
When this 4id happsen the bird was easily released and no
demage resulted. A 1" x 1" wire would eliminate even this
. 8light hazard. The only known casualties were two birds

lost to raccoon. They must have enbersd the trap after
dark and were caught inside by the night-prowling raccoon.
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REFEATS AND RECOVERIES

Although all the wild ducks usually flush from the
sanctuary when one enters, the teal are not particularly
shy and often come wheeling back in and alight near the
trap while birds are being removed inside. It was to be
expected that repeats would be quite numerous.

A total of 84 birds repeated, 87 repeated once,
13 repeated twice, 3 repeated three times, and 1 repeated
four times. The longest period of stay for any of the
retraps was 32 days. '

One Blue-winged Teal trapped on September 18th was
banded south of St. Thomas on August 3rd. Distance tra=-
velled from point of banding was approximately 50 miles.

There were four foreign retraps. Three of these
were banded within two months of the recapture date, and
the fourth was banded two years previously (Figure 2).

EARLY TEAL SHOOTING SEASON

There has been discusslion among area hunting clubs
and the Port Rowan Chamber of Commerce regarding the poss-
ibility of setting up an garlier open season for harvesting
Blue-winged Teal at Long Point. Banding operations in the
late summer of 1963 indicated that the peak concentration
of Blue-winged Teal was reached around September 7%th.
However, the opening day shoot on October Sth, bag compo~
sition report reveals that 22% of the total bag was Blug=~
winged Teal. The Mallard, which i3 considered the most
common marsh duck in the ares, composed a total of only
2%,5% of the total bag. This would indicate that there
were still fair numbers of teal available for the opening
of the duck hunting season. Sowls {1955), referring to
Manitoba, comments that: "In the Delta Marsh, the bunting
season in 1946 opened on September 16th, In 1947, and the
years immediately following the season did not open until
the second week in Qctober. During the years betwesn 1947
and 1950 substantial increases in the preeding populations
of blue-winged teal and redheads were noted., In 194¢ an
estimated 15 to 20 pairs of blue-winged teal were breeding
on the study area; in 1947, 25 to 30; in 1948, 30 to 40
pairs; in 1949, 45 to 50 pairs; and in 1950, 50 to 80
pairs.® In the light of this information and in order to
protect against the possibility of overshooting the breed-
ing population of Blue-winged Teal at the Long Peint Marsh,
1t would be my opinion that there should be no advanced
season for this species until further Blue-winged Teal
studies can be carried out at Long Point.
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CORCIUSION

1 suspect that the populstion of Blus-winged Tesl
at Long Point Inner Bay Marshes was higher this year than
in the fall orf 1962, Certainly the flock that found arti-
ficial feeding at the sanctuary was many times larger than
last year. It was difficult to understand why the Green-
wingsd Teal would not be atiracted in larger numbers.
There were only 7 Green-winged Teal banded in this trap.
Out in the refuge area of the marsh large flocks of Gresn-
wingsd Tesl wers cbmerved along with the Blus-winged.

They seemed reluctant to leave their natural feeding areas
and follow the Blue-winged intc the sanctuary fesding pond.

In addition to the teal, there were smaller numbers
of Mallard, Black and Wood Duck banded from this trap., If
it is desirable to band more teal in future, even better
results may be obtained if the trap is operated continucuse
1y for the period August 15%h to September 30th.
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