
WINTER 2019        ISSN 1485-4893  
 

 

  

 
COMING EVENTS: 

From the Editors 1 

AGM Draft Agenda 2-3 

Janette Dean and Wasserfall 
Awards 

4 

Hilliardton Marsh Research 
and Education Centre Report  

5-6 

Ontario Eastern Bluebird 
Society Newsletter 

7-10 

Prothonotary Nests in 
Southern Ontario 

11-12 

David Lamble Report 13-14 

Banding Horned Grebes 15 

Why Belong to OBBA? 16 

Membership renewal 17 

Board of  18 

Care about the OBBA journal or Newsletter? Please take 1 minute to complete 
this poll to decide the future of Ontario Bird Banding and the Newsletter. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE From The Editors 
This issue features details about the upcoming AGM, a report 
from Hilliardton Marsh, Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society, and 
more! As always, you can help to fill the OBBA newsletter by 
sending us news and events from your banding operation, 
research, or any other interesting notes related to bird 
banding in Ontario. Thanks to all who contributed to this 
edition of the OBBA Newsletter! 

NEWSLETTER 
  

Winter 2019 
  

VOLUME 64 NO.1 

Ontario Bird Banding Association AGM 
March 2, 2019. 

Bird Studies Canada Headquarters—Port 
Rowan, Ontario. www.ontbanding.org  

 
 Great Backyard Bird Count - February 15-18, 2019 

 Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society AGM – March 23, 2019. 
Burlington RBG. www.oebs.ca 

 Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch Open House, April 19, 
2019. Beamer Conservation Area, Grimsby, Ontario. 

www.niagarapeninsulahawkwatch.org 

 Eastern Bird Banding Association Meeting, April 12-14, 
2019. Rochester, NY. 

http://www.easternbirdbanding.org/ 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_j7stV0kmaJldwHXkGI_p1zTV_jyNezuMbG4Vlr-mvCVU5A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_j7stV0kmaJldwHXkGI_p1zTV_jyNezuMbG4Vlr-mvCVU5A/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.keh-ee.com/EBBA/Meeting.htm
file:///C:/Users/smackenzie/Google%20Drive/obba/Newsletters/www.oebs.ca
http://www.niagarapeninsulahawkwatch.org/
http://www.easternbirdbanding.org/
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OBBA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING DRAFT AGENDA  
  

SATURDAY MARCH 2, 2019 
 

09:00 – 10:00  Registration ($7 members, $10 non-members), Bucket Raffle, Mingling. 
  

10:00 – 10:20  Business meeting 
   Introductions – Bruce Murphy  
   President’s Report - Bruce Murphy 
   Treasurer’s Report and Election of an Auditor – Barbara Campbell 
   Nominations & Election of 2018 Executive – Stu Mackenzie 
  

10:20—10:30  Awards - Janette Dean and Wasserfall Award 
  

10:30 – 11:00  Ontario Station Reports 

 Innis Point, Prince Edward Point & Tommy Thompson BRS 

 Canadian Migration Monitoring Network Update 

 Bird Banding Office Update 

 North American Banding Council Update 
  

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle 

11:15 – 11:45 Life on the edge: Ongoing research on the Canada 
Jays of Algonquin Park. Alex Sutton and Koley Freeman, 

University of Guelph 

11:45 – 13:00  Lunch and Birding Break (Catered at BSC - ~$15) 
  

13:00 – 13:30 Migratory connectivity in Black and Common Terns 
breeding on the Great Lakes. 

   Dave Moore, Environment and Climate Change Canada 
 

13:30 – 14:00 Special Topic Outbreaks and Discussion 1:  

 

14:00 – 14:30 Special Topic Outbreaks and Discussion 2:  

  

14:30 – 15:00 Recent discoveries about Ontario’s Barn Swallows.  
 Mike Cadman, Environment and Climate Change Canada 
 
15:00 – 15:15 Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle  
 

15:15 – 15:30 Special Topic Outbreaks and Discussion 3:  
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15:30 – 16:00 David Brewer’s Informative, Inquisitive, and 
Infamous Bird Quiz  

  

16:00 – 17:00  Closing remarks. Bucket Raffle Draw.  
 

End of Annual General Meeting 
  

17:00 – 22:00  Social at Long Point Bird Observatory (LPBO) Old Cut Research  
   Station.  
    Dinner: 18:30, BYOB 
 

 LOCATION AND DETAILS: 
  

The AGM will be held at the Bird Studies Canada (BSC) headquarters at 115 Front Rd. in Port 
Rowan.  There is a registration fee of $7.00 for members, $10 for non-members. The meeting is 
filled with business meetings, station reports and a short scientific program related to bird banding 
in Ontario. The evening social is held at the Long Point Bird Observatory Old Cut Research Station. 
 
There may be community bird banding (weather and bird dependent) on Sunday at the Old Cut 
Research Station where members can hone their skills, and share information and knowledge with 
each other. There are always a few surprises!  
  
HOW TO GET TO BSC AND OLD CUT:  
 

BSC and LPBO are situated on the north shore of Lake Erie, in Ontario, Canada.  From Highway 401 
or Highway 3, come south on Highway 59 to the north shore of Lake Erie. Front Rd intersects 
Highway 59 at the base of Long Point. The BSC headquarters is approximately 1 km east of Hwy 
59 along Front Rd.  
  
The LPBO Old Cut Research Station is on Old Cut Blvd. on Long Point, just two streets before 
Highway 59 ends at Long Point Provincial Park. It is the 6th building on the right as you head north 
on Old Cut Blvd. from Highway 59. There is a small sign on the front lawn. You can park in parking 
lot across the street.  
 

BUCKET RAFFLE: As in previous years a bucket raffle will 
be held. Any member wishing to donate a prize should 

bring it to the meeting, or if they prefer contact any 
board member. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS: 
  

BED AND BREAKFASTS - ALL LISTED AT 

http://www.bbcanada.com/bb_search_results.cfm?search_general=port+rowan&x=0&y=0: 
 

MOTELS: There are also a number of motels in nearby Simcoe.  
 

LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY—OLD CUT RESEARCH STATION: 
  There is also space available for $35/night. If you would like to stay at Old Cut contact 

lpbo@birdscanada.org   

FOOD AND SOCIAL: 
  

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS: 
Coffee and donuts will be served throughout the day. There will be a catered lunch at BSC or you 
can do your own thing. The cost will be around $15 and payable at registration.  
  
EVENING SOCIAL / DINNER: 
On the Saturday evening there will be a social at LPBO’S Old Cut Research Station following the 
meeting. A meal will be served between 18:30 and 19:00.  The cost will be around $20 per person.  
Members and guests planning to attend are encouraged to BYOB. 

 
 

JANETTE DEAN AND WASSERFALL AWARDS 
 

 
The 2018 Janette Dean Award winner was Dr. Chip 
Weseloh. The award is given to individuals that have 
made outstanding contributions to bird banding in 
Ontario. To nominate an individual, send a written 
nomination with a brief explanation of the candidate’s 
qualifications to ontariobirdbanding AT gmail.com.  
 
 
The Wasserfall Award provides critical funding to support 
bird-banding and related studies of birds in Canada. 
Applications for the award will be considered as part of 
the Small Grants of the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund. In 
2017, the Wasserfall award supported the NIIPOMAKI 
Priddis Maps Project in Calgary, Alberta.  
 

 

 

 Bill Read accepts the Janette Dean Award on Chip’s behalf. 

http://www.bbcanada.com/bb_search_results.cfm?search_general=port+rowan&x=0&y=0
http://www.birdscanada.org/about/funding/jlbmf/
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HILLIARDTON MARSH 2017 WINTER FINCH BANDING REPORT  
BRUCE MURPHY 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The great white north was painted red even the pole!! Sorry for the pun but we did experience 
a wave of redpolls this winter and despite the number we banded we could have banded even 
more if we had continued throughout April. Even as I am writing this there are over 100 swirling 
around feeders occasionally harassed by merlin’s that have arrived surprised to see redpolls 
and not tree sparrows. In total in the area we have banded 2303 redpolls, 1698 at the 
Hilliardton marsh, 709 and our Dawson point site and 200 at kerns public school where.  
     We discovered that our j trap and new finch traps are a very effective way to capture not 
only redpolls but both pine and evening grosbeaks and we hardly used the mist nets at all this 
winter which many banders at the OBBA tell me is a better way to capture and band winter 
finches. We did have our best year ever banding pine grosbeaks and finished with 205 eclipsing 
our previous best of 65 in 2012. In 2017 we had a redpoll that we banded that ended up in 
Alaska so it is with great optimism that we have been placing bands on so many birds that the 
odds are in our favour. 
    Perhaps the most significant thing we learned is that trapping birds really lends itself to 
having help from young banders and young people learning to extract birds. Taking birds out of 
collection boxes and putting them in bags is a great first step in becoming effective helpers at a 
banding station. We also learned after watching how the birds move in our j trap that a second 
collection box was a great way to coax birds into our care. We also put access holes on both 
sides of the boxes to allow 2 students to help at each collection box making it even more hands 
on.  
     For those who are curious here is a list of the totals of birds we banded this past winter. It 
was a lot of fun and I want to thank everyone who came out to help. A huge thank you goes out 
to Ethan and Ed Quinton for making the new collection box. It was great to band so many 
winter finches but we really are ready for spring banding to begin even though the redpolls and 
the three feet of snow suggest otherwise. 
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Common Redpoll 

 

 
Pine Grosbeak 
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ONTARIO EASTERN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY UPDATE 
BILL READ 

Overall bluebirds had good nesting success and Tree Swallows on most trails had 
excellent breeding success in 2017. It did not start out that way. A somewhat mild winter 
allowed most bluebirds to overwinter successfully. Weather data from the University of 
Waterloo Weather Station recorded the warmest February in the last 100 years of weather 
data at 4.4 degrees Celsius above average. For the 5th time since records have been kept the 
average temperature in March was lower than it was in February. March was also a wet month 
with 90.2 mm of rain, almost 50% more than normal. 

April was also very wet and mild with 124.4 mm of rain and an average temperature of 
2.5 degrees above normal. May was 0.6 degrees Celsius below the average but the real story 
was the rain at 146.2 mm compared to an average of only 82.3 mm. This rain almost always 
came with some very strong east winds that made it feel cooler and made it difficult for 
bluebirds and Tree Swallows to find insects. The early part of May was particularly cold and wet 
combined with strong east or north east winds. Most early nesting bluebirds were able to get 
through this without too much nestling mortality as their young had just hatched or they were 
still being brooded.  

The real crunch came on the 24-25 of May when nestlings were older and required 
more food and were not being brooded. Almost continuous rain on the 25th combined with cold 
east winds made it very difficult to find enough insects to satisfy the food requirements of 
growing young. Adult bluebirds were forced to feed young the only thing they could find- 
earthworms. Bluebird nestlings cannot properly digest earth worms which results in diarrhea 
rather than the normal fecal sac that can be removed by the adults. The nests become a wet 
soiled mess which eventually gets all over their feet and feathers. Inexperienced bluebirders 
attribute the wetness to water somehow getting into the nest box but this is not the case. I had 
one nestling that was so caked with this mess on his feet and wings it could not get a grip to get 
out of the nest box. I had to wash off its feet and feathers. Most bluebird nestling mortality 
occurred during these two days. Boxes that had ventilation holes that allowed the wind and 
rain to enter would have quickly killed the nestlings. Young that had recently just fledged would 
have also had a difficult time surviving as they would still require the adults to feed them. Most 
failed pairs quickly re-nested and were able to raise at least one brood.  

Despite these early losses bluebirds made up for it with somewhat larger clutches and 
excellent fledgling success in June, July and August. Warm dry weather made it ideal for both 
bluebirds and Tree Swallows during this period.  We will have a better idea of overall nest box 
success when more nest box reports are received and those will be included in the spring 2018 
newsletter.  
 
How Does Clutch Size Impact Bluebird Parents?  L.Siefferman and G.E.Hill. 2008. Sex Specific 
costs of reproduction in Eastern Bluebirds Sialia sialis. Ibis 150:32-39. Article from the Bluebird 
summer 2009 Vol31 No 3.  
 
. The likelihood and timing of a second clutch.  
.The size of a second clutch, and its hatching and fledging success.  
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. The survival of the parents to the following year.  

.Plumage colouration of the female in the following year.  
 

The authors manipulated clutch sizes in 44 nest boxes by moving two day old nestlings 
around-they moved two nestlings from half the nests and added them to the other half. This 
resulted in an average of 2.2 chicks in half the nests and 5.6 chicks in the other half. Because 
the parents were all marked with unique combinations of coloured leg bands, the authors were 
able to keep track of each bird and its subsequent nesting attempts.  
 
What the authors found was this.  
1.Parents that had raised an artificially large clutch were less likely to raise a second clutch; 
when they did produce a second clutch, it was initiated later than the second clutches of birds 
that had small first clutches. This could be a result of the extra time needed to care for the large 
number of fledglings, or the extra energy needed to raise the large family.   
2.The size of the first clutch had no effect on the size of the second clutch or its hatching or 
fledging success. 
3.Females that raised an enlarged brood were less likely to survive to the following year than 
females with a normal-sized brood. Also, the females that raised large clutches were less likely 
than the males to survive to the following year.  
4.Clutch size had no effect on the colouration of females.  Females that had raised large 
clutches were just as colourful the following year as the females that had raised smaller 
clutches. This contrasts with the author’s previous research, which showed that males are less 
colourful in the year following the raising of a large clutch.  
Overall, it appears that male and female bluebirds have different “investment strategies” when 
it comes to breeding, with females investing more in the care of young (hence the females 
lower survival rate after raising a large brood) while males invest more in the things that allow 
them to attract and compete for a female (specifically their colouration). In essence the females 
worked harder to raise the large brood, while the males saved their energy for mating with 
other females.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Patty Gale 
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The chart below shows the average number of eggs per nest for first (F) and second (S) broods 
for the years 2012-2017 on Bill Read’s bluebird trail.  The chart also shows total fledged young 
and the percentage of eggs that turned into fledged bluebirds.  
 
                                                                             Total              % 
YEAR     Total Eggs  Total Nests    Eggs/Nest Fledged  Egg/Fledge 
 
2012  F        306              65                4.71         375             68.81 
2012  S        239              55                4.35 
 
2013  F         221              45                4.91         277             68.40 
2013  S         184               46                4.00 
 
2014  F         123                27                4.56        182             63.64 
2014  S         163                39                4.18 
 
2015  F         160                33                4.85        216             71.76 
2015  S         141                31                4.54 
 
2016  F         260                54                4.81        338             69.26 
2016  S         228                52                4.38         
 
2017  F         303                62                4.89        369             69.89 
2017  S         225                49                4.59         
 
Discussion- I first looked at weather events during first nests from 2012-2017 based on 
summaries of reproductive success as written in the fall Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society 
newsletters of those years. Each year I summarize the effects of weather on reproductive 
success during first broods. Weather data is from the University of Waterloo Environment 
Canada weather station.  Early nestling mortality caused by weather was minimal during most 
of those years except in 2017. Most of the nestling mortality occurred during May 24-25 when 
we experienced heavy rain combined with bitter east winds. It resulted in heavier than usual 
nestling mortality. Bluebirds that lost young re-nested very quickly. The eggs per clutch on both 
first broods and second broods were well above average in 2017 (see above chart).  A total of 
15 six egg clutches were recorded, 11 on first broods and 4 on second broods in 2017. The next 
highest total of six egg clutches was 6 in 2012 and 7 in 2013. Two of our coldest winters in the 
last 100 years of recorded data occurred in 2013-14 and 2014-15. This is reflected in the lower 
egg totals (fewer returning pairs), for both these years. The first brood egg totals for these 
years were well below the other years and in 2014 there were more second brood eggs (163) 
than first brood (123). This indicates very poor over winter survival. This was backed up with 
much lower numbers of recaptures of previously banded adults (45 in 2014 and 55 in 2015). 
This bitterly cold weather stretched well into the central United States. Numbers increased on 
second broods as immigration from other areas filled in the gaps. Bluebird numbers can 
decrease quickly but can also increase quickly as evidenced by results from 2016 and 2017. 
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Weather has always been the determining factor affecting both over wintering and 
reproductive success. Weather also affects Tree Swallows, with an abnormally dry spring in 
2016 water sources dried up resulting in very few water born insects during the critical nestling 
feeding stage. This resulted in very high numbers of dead nestling Tree Swallows in boxes in 
2016. The exceptions were sites that were near bodies of water.  With the very wet spring of 
2017 and much greater insect abundance almost no dead Tree Swallow nestlings were found in 
nest boxes and reproductive success was very high.  
 
Recaptures of Previously Banded Adult Eastern Bluebirds on Bill Read’s trail.  
Adults are captured using an in box trap during the nestling stage. Adults are not handled 
during incubation for fear of abandonment.   
 
  2012   2013   2014   2015   2016   2017                                                                                                                                                                
131         91       45      55      61        90 
 
Calculating fledged Young from Bluebird Nests.  
In cases where you know it was a successful nest but do not know the exact number of young 
that fledged it can be calculated based on using a figure of 70% X # of eggs per nest. The 
average number of eggs that turn into fledged young is around 70% in most years.  For first 
nests in 2017 using the above table there were 4.89 eggs per nest, multiplied by .7 (70%) =  
3.42 fledged young. So lets say 3.5 young could be used as a calculation for successful first 
nests where the number is not known in 2017. For second nests in 2017 multiply 4.59 eggs per 
nest X .7 (70%) = 3.21 fledged young. So for second broods that were successful and the exact 
number of young or eggs are not know use 3.2 fledged young per nest. 
 
Eastern Bluebird Clutch Sizes First and Second Nests  2012-2017  
               number of eggs per nest-2012-2017 
                 1          2         3        4        5         6 
2012 F      1          2         0        16      41       5 
2012 S      1          1         4        22      26       1 
2013 F      0          0          1        9        28       7 
2013 S      0          3          7        23      13       0 
2014 F      0          0          2         9       15       1 
2014 S      0          2          4         19     13       1 
2015 F      0          0          0         7       24       2 
2015 S      0          0          3          9      18       1 
2016 F      0          0          0         13     38       3 
2016 S      0          0          4         24     24       0 
2017 F      1          1          0         11     38       11 
2017 S      1          1          1         15     27       4 
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REPORT ON PROTHONOTARY  NESTS IN SOUTHERN ONTARIO  
DON WILLS 

 
2017 was my 20th year setting up nest boxes for this Warbler. Overall there were 7 successful 
Prothonotary Warbler nests in two different locations fledging a total of 36 young. This is a new 
record for fledged young. The Prothonotary Warbler is listed as endangered in Canada with 
probably no more than 15 known pairs. All of the pairs are found in southern Ontario. Locations 
have included Point Pelee, Point Pelee Island, Holiday Beach, Rondeau Provincial Park, Backus  
and the Hahn Marsh near Port Rowan.  
  
One nest in 2017 was located in a large swamp forest north west of Burford in Brant County 
where for the last two years young have fledged from my log boxes. This location came to my 
attention when birders saw a male Prothonotary Warbler flying across the road from one 
swampy area to another in June 2015. I talked to the tobacco farmers who own the land about 
permission to set up nest boxes on their property. They both welcomed and supported the 
project.  These landowners are very protective of their property keeping any trespassers out of 
the slough areas. In 2016 one of the nest boxes produced 5 young. In 2017 a pair (probably the 
same pair) produced 6 beautiful young. I have added more boxes to this 15 acre wetland in the 
hope that more pairs will nest here. No second broods occurred in 2017 in this location even 
though a nest box contained a finished nest which this male was also guarding. To my 
knowledge these nests are the only monitored nests ever found in Brant County and are some 
60 miles from the next nearest colony near Port Rowan.  
  
The other 6 nests of Prothonotary Warblers fledged from a large woodlot north of Port Rowan 
that contains a number of fresh water sloughs. The nest boxes are located in the sloughs and 
are monitored on a regular basis throughout the breeding season. During the fall and winter 
plastic bags are placed over the nest boxes to prevent Northern flying Squirrels from occupying 
the nest boxes. The bags are removed just before the warblers return. The Garfield Weston 
family have been instrumental at protecting this woodlot and others adjacent to it by buying up 
properties nearby and then handing control of them over to the Nature Conservancy so they 
can be preserved in their natural state for future generations to enjoy.  Mary Gartshore and 
Peter Carson have supplied their considerable expertise to the Garfield Weston purchases by 
ensuring only native species are replanted and large woodlots are left alone.  
 
This year I asked Bill Read if he would accompany me through the sloughs so we could take 
pictures of the prothonotary young at various stages of their development. These pictures were 
taken by cell phone and are included in this article. I carried a stepladder and both of us were 
earing chest waders which are necessary to get through the sloughs. The nests had been 
checked the day before to make sure all was well and that the young were at the right ages to 
photograph. I set up the ladder and when Bill was in position above the nest I opened the lid to 
allow pictures to be taken.  This only required 2-3 minutes at each nest box and none of the 
young were removed or touched. After we left the adults quickly resumed their normal feeding 
behaviour. When I returned 4 days later the 10 day old young had fledged and the other two 
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were progressing normally. Prothonotary young leave the nest between 11-13 days and are fed 
by the adults for some time. The photos turned out really well and I know of no others that 
were taken in this safe manner. A week after the photo shoot I watched another nest box from 
a safe distance in the south end of a button bush swamp. The adult was perched on the front 
looking in at the babies. The next thing I saw was the two adults fluttering above the box as a 
fledgling emerged. They carefully guided it to a large log lying in the water close to the nest box. 
The adults brought all the young out in order. Watching from a distance with binoculars 
revealed this rare fledging event. Getting 5 young birds to safety must be a stressful time for 
the adults. After one day the young are strong enough to fly to the tree canopy and their yellow 
green colour blends in perfectly. In summary 39 eggs were laid, 36 young hatched and 36 
fledged. No second broods were recorded even though 4 nest boxes had added nest box 
material. Overall 2017 has been my most successful season. Next year can't come soon enough.  
Edited by Bill Read  
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THE 2017 REPORT FROM DAVID LAMBLE  
DAVID R. LAMBLE  

 
There has been a general decline in bird populations throughout North America over the past 
decade. This is reflected in the relatively poor year in my banding results for 2017. Only 5,820 
birds of 92 species. We did however band a new species for our banding permit with a juvenile 
Red-shoulder Hawk. We had a record year for 3 species – House Wren (93) and Swainson’s Thrush 
(73) and Wood Thrush (7). 
 
The population of our Tree Swallows continues to decline alarmingly. Once again we experienced 

a decline to only 766. This decline mirrors the reported decline in flying insects. Some researchers 
have noted a decline of up to 70% of flying insects in certain areas of Ontario.  
 
We did have some interesting recoveries of some of our birds. The most spectacular was a 
Redhead banded as a young male at Luther Marsh. This diving duck was shot near Newtonville in 
Ontario in 2017. This makes it the oldest bird of that species ever recorded — over 22 years. 
 
 One of our Mallards, banded as a baby at Luther Marsh in 2009 was shot in Arkansas in 2017 ... 
a distance of almost 1 400 km. I just got a notice of one of my Snow Buntings, banded as a young 
male in 2009 near Arthur was found dead near the city of Arsuk in southern Greenland. One of 
the young Osprey banded at Luther Marsh in 2016 was sighted in Indiana in 2017 ... a distance of 
664 km. Another Osprey banded in downtown Belwood in 2012 was found dead in Knoxville 
Tennessee this year, a distance of 920 km. One of the young Bluebirds banded in Orangeville in 
2016 was found dead in South Carolina in 2017, a distance of 1 015 km. One of our Saw-whet 
owls banded near Swan Creek in 2013 was captured by another bander in 2017 in Maryland, a 
distance of 641 km.  
 
Once again let me thank you for your support for my efforts to try to understand the changes in 
the populations of our bird species in Wellington, Waterloo and Dufferin counties. 
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SPECIES   SPECIES  

AMERICAN BITTERN 2  MOURNING DOVE 53 

AMERICAN COOT 4  MOURNING WARBLER 3 

AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 139  MYRTLE WARBLER 3 

AMERICAN REDSTART 7  NASHVILLE WARBLER 2 

AMERICAN ROBIN 39  NORTHERN CARDINAL 9 

AMERICAN TREE SPARROW 10  NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL 26 

BALTIMORE ORIOLE 5  NORTHERN SHRIKE 1 

BARN SWALLOW 94  NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH 3 

BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER 1  OSPREY 18 

BLACKBURNIN WARBLER 1  OVENBIRD 9 

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE 111  PHILADELPHIA VIREO 2 

BLACKPOLL WARBLER 2  PIED-BILLED GREBE 1 

BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER 2  PURPLE MARTIN 261 
BLACK-THROATED GREEN 
WARBLER 1  RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 6 

BLUE JAY 20  RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 19 

BLUE-HEADED VIREO 2  RED-EYED VIREO 6 

BOBOLINK 108  RED-SHOULDERED HAWK 1 

BROWN CREEPER 3  RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD 8 

BROWN HEADED COWBIRD 9  ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK 4 

BROWN THRASHER 1  RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET 48 

CANADA GOOSE 13  SAVANNAH SPARROW 7 

CANADA WARBLER 2  SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 1 

CEDAR WAXWING 6  SLATE-COLOURED JUNCO 185 

CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER 2  SNOW BUNTING 2688 

CHIPPING SPARROW 89  SONG SPARROW 117 

CLIFF SWALLOW 25  SORA 4 

COMMON GRACKLE 9  SWAINSONS THRUSH 73 

COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 15  SWAMP SPARROW 54 

COOPER'S HAWK 1  TREE SWALLOW 766 

DOWNY WOODPECKER 17  TRUMPETER SWAN 1 

EASTERN BLUEBIRD 224  VEERY 1 

EASTERN PHOEBE 16  VESPER SPARROW 3 

EUROPEAN STARLING 18  WESTERN PALM WARBLER 1 

FOX SPARROW 3  WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH 6 

GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET 21  WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW 8 

GRAY CATBIRD 18  WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 36 

GRAY CHEECKED THRUSH 5  WILLOW FLYCATCHER 1 

GREAT-CRESTED FLYCATCHER 6  WILSONS WARBLER 4 

HAIRY WOODPECKER 6  WINTER WREN 12 

HERMIT THRUSH 88  WOOD THRUSH 7 

HORNED LARK 14  YELLOW WARBLER 7 

HOUSE FINCH 59  YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER 7 

HOUSE WREN 93  YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 1 

INDIGO BUNTING 2  YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER 1 

LAPLAND LONGSPUR 13      

LEAST FLYCATCHER 3  NUMBER OF SPECIES 92 

LINCOLN SPARROW 4    
MAGNOLIA WARBLER 13  TOTAL BANDED 5820 
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BANDING HORNED GREBES SPRING 2018 IN PHOTOGRAPHS 
TERRI GROH AND MARTIN WERNAART 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horned Grebe with new “jewelry” 

 
    

Horned Grebes in Duck Trap 

 
    



P a g e  | 16 

OBBA Newsletter 

WINTER 201 9        ISSN 1485-4893  

WHY BELONG TO THE OBBA? 
 

1. Meet like-minded people who enjoy banding birds by providing a forum for 

communication among Ontario banders. 

2. Chance to share and compare the results of your banding efforts with others. 

3. Receive a newsletter three times a year reporting on current banding activities and 

topics of interest to banders. 

4. Contribute to and receive the organization’s long running journal – Ontario Bird Banding 

- that reports annually on the bird banding activities of its members and read articles on 

banding techniques. 

5. Take part in an annual general meeting where you can present, listen to and meet guest 

speakers and share your banding interests with other banders from across Ontario in a 

pleasant social atmosphere. 

6. Get opportunities to learn different banding techniques and share knowledge of 

different issues and the latest trends in the banding world. 

7. Have the chance to recognize extraordinary efforts of individuals through the Janette 

Dean Award, or fund your research through the Wasserfall Award. 

8. Benefit from the North American Banding Council’s network of activities, training 

workshops and certification programs and connection to the Canadian Bird Banding 

Office under the Canadian Wildlife Service. 

9. Encourage mentorship, share enthusiasm, contribute to knowledge of bird banding and 

take part in collaborative projects (such as Mourning Dove and Snow Bunting banding). 

10. Most of all – to have FUN while contributing to bird conservation science! 

TO JOIN OR RENEW: Please fill out the renewal form, or send the same information along 
with payment to Barbara Campbell—barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com. A renewal form is at 
the back of this newsletter or can be found online at 
http://ontbanding.org/OBBA_Membership_form.pdf 
 

RENEW ONLINE – Send the pertinent information to barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com, and 

make your payment online here - 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/. 
Please specify “membership” in the comments field. 

mailto:Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca
http://ontbanding.org/OBBA_Membership_form.pdf
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/


P a g e  | 17 

OBBA Newsletter 

WINTER 201 9        ISSN 1485-4893  

 

 

 

 

 

ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION (2018-19)  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

President Bruce Murphy Birdboy369@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President Stu Mackenzie smackenzie@birdscanada.org  

1st Vice President 
 

Bob Hall-Brooks  
bhall-brooks@cogeco.ca  

2nd Vice President Ross Wood  Ross.w.wood@gmail.com  

Recording Secretary Bill Read  billreadsbooks@gmail.com  

Treasurer/ 
Membership Secretary 

Barbara Campbell 
  

Barbcampbell52@gmail.com  

  
  

 Directors at Large  

David Okines David.okines@gmail.com  

Nancy Furber oriskany.nf@gmail.com 
 

Nathalie Paquette npaqu057@gmail.com  

Luis Alberto Villamil avillamil@gmail.com 
 

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 

Ontario Bird Banding Editor Garth Baker birdguy69@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor Chris Sukha and Stu Mackenzie 
 

chrissukha@hotmail.ca 

OBBA Rep. to LPBO vacant vacant 

Bird Banding Office  
Rep. To OBBA 

Lesley-Anne Howes 
  

lesley.howes@canada.ca  

WEB Master Barbara Ferris finally@hay.net  

OBBA Rep. To North American 
Banding Council 

Norm North north@execulink.com  

mailto:benavis@sympatico.ca
mailto:Ross.w.wood@gmail.com
mailto:billreadsbooks@gmail.com
mailto:mail%20to%20:%20Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca
mailto:David.okines@gmail.com
mailto:oriskany.nf@gmail.com
mailto:npaqu057@gmail.com
mailto:birdguy69@gmail.com
mailto:lesley-anne.howes@ec.gc.ca
mailto:north@execulink.com
mailto:north@execulink.com
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Ontario Bird Banding Association 
  

  

CharitableRegistrationNo.873195960RR0001 www.ontbanding.org 
  
  

2019 Membership Application or Renewal 
   

Name:     
 

Address:     
 

City   Prov:     
 

Postal Code:     Phone:  ( )   -    
 

Email:                                                                                                                      
 

NOTE: All correspondence with the OBBA will be electronic. If you wish to 
receive a hard-copy of the materials, newsletter and/or journal, you must specify 

below. 
  

O      Please send me the Newsletter by regular mail 
 O      Please send me the Journal by regular mail 
  

Membership Category: 

  
O      Life Membership ($400) 

  
O      Individual/Family/Household ($20) 

             O       Student ($10) 

O      Outside of Canada and United States—$10 mailing surcharge 
  

Additional Donation: $______,tax receipt issued if $10or more. 
  
Make cheque payable to: Ontario Bird Banding Association 
 

RENEW ONLINE:  
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/events/membership/ 

 

Or mail to:  

Barb Campbell 
19 Harwood Lane 
Kanata,ON K2K 1X7 

 

  

  
  

  
  
  

  

http://www.ontbanding.org/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/events/membership/

