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COMING EVENTS: 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
From The Editors 

This issue features a number of fascinating reports 
from diverse banding projects in Ontario, and really 
shows the variety of projects underway, from dainty 
Bank Swallows to majestic Trumpeter Swans! 
As always, you can help to fill the OBBA newsletter 
by sending us news and events from your banding 
operation, research, or any other interesting notes 
related to bird banding in Ontario. Send your 
articles in “Word” Format anytime to Chris Sukha at 
chrissukha@hotmail.ca. Thanks! 
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TRUMPETER SWAN BANDING IN ONTARIO  H.G. LUMSDEN 
 
Three hundred years ago Trumpeter Swans were abundant in Ontario but when guns were 
introduced just before the 1640s, they were steadily reduced in numbers.  Subsistence hunting with 
guns by missionaries, voyageurs, traders, trappers, First Nations and settlers on the Atlantic wintering 
grounds extirpated the Ontario breeders.  Much of this happened long before market hunting for 
meat started.  Many skins entered the fur trade.  Finally, only migrants from the west crossed Ontario 
and the last one on record was shot on Long Point in Lake Erie in 1886, now a specimen in the ROM.  
In 1982 the CWS and MNR agreed that an attempt should be made to restore Trumpeters to this 
province.  Accordingly, the Trumpeter Swan Restoration Group started releases in 1983.  Most stock 
for release was produced by captive pairs and the young birds were released as yearlings.  From 1983 
until 2006 releases were made annually totalling 584 birds.  These were all banded and colour 
marked with yellow patagium tags with a black three digit inscription. 
 
Since the program started 34 years ago we have marked close to 2000 Trumpeters.  Mortality is very 
high when they are young.  Almost half the cygnets live less than a year, however, survival improves 
as they age.  The oldest of which we have record are two females who both reproduced at age 22.  
One was A70, who took a new mate and had a cygnet in 2014, but she was not seen again after that 
winter.  The second was H34, in 2016 she raised a single cygnet.  We probably now have just over 450 
tagged swans alive at any one time in Ontario.   
 
The CWS aerial survey in the winter of 2015 found 924 Trumpeter Swans in southern Ontario.  This 
total did not include the birds which wintered in the U.S. for which we have no estimate.  When we 
take the 2016 breeding season into consideration, we probably now have about 1000 Trumpeters in 
the southern Ontario population. 
 
In western Ontario, the Fort Frances, Kenora and Dryden Districts have been colonized by Trumpeters 
from Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa.  The CWS aerial survey there found 1076 Trumpeters in 2015 
and another 200 in 2016 bringing the total to about 1200. 
 
Over the years we have tried to catch and mark as many wild hatched swans as possible in southern 
Ontario.  Our main banding station is at La Salle Park in Burlington.  The winter concentration there 
usually peaks at about 150 birds.  They are fed there and are hand caught for banding by Kyna Intini, 
Ray Kingdon and Julie Kee.  They now band 50-100 swans there every winter.  There are other 
concentrations at which they band at Bluffers Park, Washago, a privately owned pond at Aurora and 
at the late Gil Henderson’s pond near St. George.  Sara Street bands at Wye Marsh and Laurel 
Ironside at Port Severn and elsewhere. 
 
Wing tag reports from naturalists, local residents and cottagers show that our birds disperse widely 
to the north in summer and for some we have an extensive history.  For example, an adult male L88 
was banded at La Salle Park on 13 March 2005.  On 8 June 2006 with the female 100, they were 
nesting on the Gloucester pool near Port Severn and raised 6 cygnets.   They returned each year until 
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2013 to Gloucester Pool and in 9 years raised 40 cygnets, bringing them each year to La Salle Park for 
the winter. 
 
In 2011 among the 8 cygnets this pair raised, we caught and banded a male L80 at La Salle Park on 4 
Feb 2012.  On 11 July 2012 he was reported by John Romanow at the mouth of the Attawapiskat 
River in James Bay over 840 km straight line to the north.  On his way south he was seen at Sturgeon 
Bay, on Georgian Bay, on 22 November 2012.  He wintered that year from 9 December 2012, all of 
January and February to 7 March 2013 at La Salle.  He left La Salle later in March and was seen in 
Georgina Twp.  On 3 November 2013 he returned to Sturgeon Bay and later returned to La Salle for 
the winter.  We do not know where he spent the summer of 2014 but he was again on Sturgeon Bay 
from 27 October to 11 November 2014.  He returned to La Salle Park on 10 December and spent the 
winter there. In 2016 he arrived back at LaSalle with an unbanded mate and a single cygnet.   
 
In 1998 we released a yearling female at the Royal Botanical Gardens at Hamilton.  She started to 
wander in March 2000 and was reported on the Rankin River near Oliphant on the Bruce Peninsula 
on 23 March and then spent 6 weeks on Boat Lake.  She came south to winter on Humber Bay.  She 
stayed in the Humber Bay and Burlington area but not at La Salle through 2001-2004.  In 2004 she 
paired with 417 and turned up with a brood of 5 on 29 October at La Salle Park where she wintered.  
She raised 5 cygnets in 2005, 2 in 2006, 4 in 2007 and 2 in 2009 coming to La Salle each winter.  We 
did not then know where she nested.  On 24 October 2009 she was seen on Long Lake near Charlton 
with a mate E40 and 2 cygnets.  She had nested at Joutel in Quebec over 680 km straight line 
northeast of La Salle. 
 
In winter most of our Ontario breeders stay in the province but some go south east into New York 
and Pennsylvania.  A few reach Maryland and Delaware.  The farthest south of which we have record 
went to Tennessee and North Carolina. This winter 2016 there was an untagged cygnet which left its 
family and was reported at Green Bay, Nova Scotia. Near Kingston and Brockville, released swans are 
now breeding and an increasing number of un-marked Trumpeters are being reported there and in 
adjacent areas of New York.  Some winter on the St. Lawrence River.  We know practically nothing 
about the movements or survival of these birds and very much want to start a banding program 
there.  We would welcome any bander in eastern Ontario who would like to work with these swans.  
The CWS requires that swan banders be checked out on techniques.  Swans are big and strong, the 
last thing we want is for swans or banders to be injured.  If any volunteers would like to join our 
banding team to work in eastern Ontario, we can provide the necessary instruction.  
 
 
For more information, or to get involved, please contact: 
Harry Lumsden  
144 Hillview Rd.  
Aurora, ON.  
L4G 2M5 
905-727-6492 
Email: theholtentwo@hotmail.com 
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LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY 2016 PROGRAM SUMMARY 
MARK CONBOY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Long Point Bird Observatory  
c/o Bird Studies Canada 

P.O. Box 160, 115 Front St. Port Rowan ON, Canada. N0E 1M0. 
www.birdscanada.org/lpbo | lpbo@birdscanada.org 

Facebook.com/LPBObs    @LongPointBirdOb 

 
Introduction 
LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY 
 
In October 1959 six members of the Ontario Bird Banding Association made the first expedition to the Tip of Long 
Point in search of an ideal location to study bird migration. In the spring of 1960, the Long Point Bird Observatory 
(LPBO) and its Migration Monitoring Program was born. Subsequently, LPBO is the oldest bird observatory in the 
Western Hemisphere and houses one of the largest data sets on migratory birds in the world. 
 
LPBO quickly grew beyond the borders of Long Point, implementing regional and provincial research and 
monitoring programs, and initiating North America's first sponsored bird count fundraiser, the Baillie Birdathon. 
Remarkable growth occurred in the following decades with the initiation and coordination of a wide range of 
national and international programs and initiatives. In 1998, in recognition of the organization's breadth and future 
aspirations, LPBO membership voted to create Bird Studies Canada (BSC). LPBO was then reinvented as a research 
program of BSC operating research, education, and training programs that focus on ornithology, conservation, and 
other aspects of natural history at Long Point and across Canada. LPBO programs include the Migration Monitoring 
Program, the Doug Tarry Natural History Fund (Young Ornithologists` Workshop and Internship), the Tree Swallow 
Project, the Latin American Training Program, Long Point Breeding Bird Census, and an active and diverse program 
of public education, professional training, and collaborative research. 
 
You can follow our weekly sightings board during the migration monitoring seasons, or find us on Facebook or 
Twitter. 
 
BIRD STUDIES CANADA 
Bird Studies Canada is the country’s leading science-based bird conservation organization. BSC’s mission is to 
conserve the wild birds of Canada through sound science, on-the-ground actions, innovative partnerships, public 
engagement, and science-based advocacy. BSC is a national charity built on the contributions of thousands of 
supporters and citizen scientists. Using data from our volunteer monitoring programs and targeted research, our 
scientists identify significant population changes and direct conservation planning. We are a strong partner in 
BirdLife International, the world's largest conservation alliance for nature and people, active in more than 120 
countries and territories. 

http://www.birdscanada.org/lpbo
mailto:lpbo@birdscanada.org
http://ontbanding.org/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/longpoint/index.jsp?targetpg=index
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/longpoint/index.jsp?targetpg=lpbosight
https://www.facebook.com/LPBObs/
https://twitter.com/longpointbirdob?lang=en
http://www.birdscanada.org/
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Migration Monitoring Program 
 
LPBO has been collecting standardized data on bird migration at Long Point since 1960. In 1986, LPBO coined the 
term migration monitoring to describe the use of standardized daily counts of migrating birds as a method of 
monitoring populations of selected migratory species. Each spring and fall, staff and volunteers perform daily 
censuses, banding, and observations at each of three research stations on Long Point: Old Cut, Breakwater, and 
the Tip. The migration count data assembled at LPBO are used to derive daily estimated totals for each species 
recorded throughout the year. Ultimately, estimated total data are used to generate population trends for over 
200 species. Migration monitoring is a particularly valuable method as it enables the monitoring of species that 
breed in northern Canada, or other inaccessible areas, which can be difficult to assess with more conventional 
monitoring methods such as the North American Breeding Bird Survey. There are now about 30 migration 
monitoring stations across Canada which form the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network. 
 
In 2016 24,612 birds were banded at LPBO.  Additionally 5,419 recaptures of previously banded birds were 
processed. The first Barred Owl ever banded at LPBO was captured during the fall season. Other notable banding 
records included the eighth ever Broad-winged Hawk (the first since 2006), the fourth ever Painted Bunting and 
record high banding totals for:  

 Cliff Swallow, 22 (previous record was 13 in 1982); 

 Oregon Junco, three (single birds banded in six previous years) 

 Red-eyed Vireo, 496 (previous record was 490 in 2012); 

 Summer Tanager, four (tied with 2009); 

 Tufted Titmouse, five (previous record was four in 2005); 

 Warbling Vireo, 162 (previous record was 143 in 2014); and 

 Yellow Palm Warbler, six (tied with 2005). 
 
Despite these highlights, LPBO had its lowest number of birds banded since 2004. In 2016, LPBO banded 15.5% 
(4,498 individuals) fewer birds than the previous 10-year average. The story was no better for the number of 
species and forms, with 2016 again being the lowest total since 2004. The 141 species and forms captured in 2016 
was about 10% (16 species) below the previous 10-year average. 
 
Fifteen birds that were banded at LPBO were reported as encountered elsewhere in 2016 (Table 1). The farthest 
afield encounter was of a Pine Siskin captured in Alberta in June, after being banded at the Old Cut feeders in 
February. The most interesting encounter record was of a Northern Saw-whet Owl that was banded at the Tip 
station October 26 and recaptured at Kelley Island, Ohio, approximately 200 km away after only 19.5 hours! The 
previous flight time record for a Long Point bird showing up at Kelley’s Island was 47 hours. 

http://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/default/?lang=EN
http://www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/cmmn/index.jsp?lang=EN&targetpg=index
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LPBO had 10 foreign recaptures that were confirmed by the Bird Banding Office (BBO) to date (Table 2). LBPO also 
reported encounter data for several other birds, but had not received data from the BBO before this report was 
published: American Tree Sparrow (1), Brown-headed Cowbird (1), Common Yellowthroat (1), Northern Cardinal 
(1), Northern Saw-whet Owl (1), Red-winged Blackbird (4), Slate-colored Junco (1), Snow Bunting (2), Tree Swallow 
(1), and a Trumpeter Swan (sight record, wing-tagged bird). 
 
In addition to banded and recaptured birds, LPBO counted 3,963,864 birds during 8,517 person-hours of migration 
monitoring. 
 
Table 1. Encounters of LPBO banded birds reported from elsewhere in 2016. AHY = after hatch year; ASY = 
after second year; HY = hatch year; SY = second year. 

Species 
Age at 

Banding 
Banding Date 

Encounter 
Date 

Encounter Location 

Brown Creeper AHY 16/4/2016 25/9/2016 New York 

Brown-headed Cowbird AHY 15/4/2016 3/5/2016 Ontario 

Brown-headed Cowbird AHY 15/4/2016 27/4/2016 Pennsylvania 

Common Grackle AHY 14/4/2016 15/5/2016 Ontario 

Fox Sparrow AHY 6/4/2016 11/11/2016 South Carolina 

Hermit Thrush HY 11/10/2016 26/10/2016 North Carolina 

House Wren AHY 7/5/2016 24/7/2016 Ontario 

Northern Saw-whet Owl HY 19/10/2016 7/11/2016 Ohio 

Northern Saw-whet Owl HY 26/10/2016 26/10/2016 Ohio 

Northern Saw-whet Owl ASY 5/11/2016 14/11/2016 Ontario 

Northern Saw-whet Owl HY 14/10/2016 24/10/2016 Ohio 

Pine Siskin SY 19/2/2016 26/6/2016 Alberta 

Red-winged Blackbird ASY 25/4/2016 1/6/2016 Ontario 

Slate-colored Junco AHY 2/4/2016 1/11/2015 Ontario 

Yellow Warbler SY 8/5/2016 30/6/2016 Ontario 

 
Table 2. Foreign recaptures at LPBO in 2016. ASY = after second year; HY = hatch year; L = nestling; SY = 
second year. 

Species 
Age at 

Banding 
Encounter 

Date 
Banding Date Banding Location 

Trumpeter Swan HY 20/3/2016 29/9/2015 near Grand Valley, ON 

American Goldfinch SY 6/5/2016 18/2/2015 St. Williams, ON 

American Tree Sparrow SY 7/1/2016 23/1/2015 St. Williams, ON 

House Finch HY 16/3/2016 21/8/2015 near St. Williams, ON 

Northern Saw-whet Owl HY 10/10/2016 2015 near Duluth, MN 

Red-winged Blackbird SY 24/5/2016 26/4/2016 St. Williams, ON 

Snow Bunting ASY 17/1/2016 15/1/2011 Port Rowan, ON 

Tree Swallow L 14/5/2016 6/5/2009 Nanticoke, ON 

Tree Swallow L 7/6/2016 19/6/2011 St. Williams, ON 

White-throated Sparrow HY 3/5/2016 11/10/2014 Montreal, QC 
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SPRING MIGRATION MONITORING 
 
LPBO’s 56

th
 spring migration monitoring season ran at Old Cut from March 28 to June 5 (69 days), at Breakwater 

from April 12 to June 1 (49 days), and at the Tip from April 6 to May 31 (56 days). Because migration was very slow 
by the end of May, monitoring operations at all three stations were slightly truncated so personnel could 
concentrate on the Breeding Bird Census (see below). The 42 volunteers who helped run operations during the 
spring season came from Australia, Canada, Columbia, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Staff and 
volunteers logged 2,813 person-hours collecting migration data on over 242 species and forms. Summary statistics 
of seasonal effort are summarized in Table 3.  
 
In total, 13,302 birds of 120 species and forms were banded (Table 4 and Appendix 1). LPBO had 174 station-days 
of coverage, yielding 8,233 net-hours and 1,870 trap-hours with a catch rate of 131 birds/100 hours (78% of 
captures were by nets). About 20 volunteer Friends of LPBO helped to welcome 1,648 visitors to the Old Cut Field 
Station and Visitor Centre. 
 
Table 3. Effort summary statistics for spring migration monitoring. 
Person-hours 2,813 
Total species and forms observed 242 
Individuals banded  13,302 
Species and forms banded 120 
Total station-days of migration monitoring 

Old Cut 
Breakwater 

Tip 

174 
69 
49 
56 

Total net-hours 
Mist net 

Hawk net 
Owl net 

8,074 
8,233 

0 
0 

Total trap-hours 
J-trap 

Ground trap 
Other traps 

1,870 
767 
983 
120 

Overall catch rate 131 birds/100 hours 
% of catch in mist nets 78 
% of catch in traps 22 
Visitors to Old Cut 1,648 
 
 
Long-term Volunteers (One month or more): Brendan Boyd (Toronto, ON), Kyle Cameron (Peterborough, ON), Ana 
Maria Diaz (Colombia), Daniel Geisbrecht (Saskatoon, SK), Veronique Drolet-Gratton (Ottawa, ON), Bruce Harlow 
(Australia), Blaine Landsborough (Windsor, ON), Matt Macpherson (Guelph, ON), Bruce Murphy (Hillardton Marsh 
Bird Observatory, ON), Maya Longpre-Croteau (Montreal, QC), Anna Rogers (London, ON), Roger Short (Devon, 
UK), Chris Sukha (North Bay, ON), Kyle Sutherland (Guelph, ON), Matt Timpf (Port Dover, ON), Pierre Tellier-
Machabee (La Pocatière, QC), Helen Williams (Devon, UK), Amy Wilson (Straffordville, ON), Wayne Wright 
(Toronto, ON), and Kevin Young (London, ON). 
 
Short-term Volunteers (Less than one month): Christian Artuso (Winnipeg, MB), Natasha Barlow (Toronto, ON), 
Liza Barney (Port Rowan, ON), Dave Bell (Sue Ste Marie, ON), Amanda Bichel (Port Rowan, ON), Rinchen Boardman 
(Thunder Cape Bird Observatory, ON), Carolyn Bonta (Kington, ON), David Brewer (Toronto, ON), Kaelyn Bumelis 
(Burlington, ON), Nick Cairns (Val Marie, SK), Peter Coo (Toronto, ON), Tara Crewe (Port Rowan, ON), Zoe Crysler 
(Toronto, ON), Elsie Hampshire (Peterborough, ON), Sean Jenniskens (Toronto, ON), Ted Maddeford (Ingersoll, 
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ON), Dawn Miles (Toronto, ON), Ellie Milnes (Guelph, ON), Eleanor Page (London, UK), Rebbecca Peace 
(Peterborough, ON), Liz Purves (Woodstock, ON), Bill Read (Cambridge, ON), Emily Rondel (Toronto, ON), Gery van 
der Kelen (Saint-George, QC), and Ross Wood (Hamilton, ON). 
 
Table 4. Ten most abundant species banded at Old Cut, Breakwater and the Tip in spring 2016. 

Species Number  
Banded 

% Second 
Year 

% After Second 
Year 

% After Hatch 
Year 

White-throated Sparrow 1,583 66 25 9 
Slate-colored Junco 955 72 26 1 
Red-winged Blackbird 915 61 38 1 
American Goldfinch 634 67 27 6 
Yellow Warbler 541 63 34 3 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 510 58 39 3 
Gray Catbird 467 66 31 4 
Blue Jay 448 84 15 1 
Common Grackle 391 19 3 78 
Hermit Thrush 382 60 37 2 
 

FALL MIGRATION MONITORING 
 
LPBO’s 57

th
 fall migration monitoring season ran at Old Cut from August 6 to November 15 (101 days), at 

Breakwater from August 19 to September 20 (33 days), and at the Tip from August 15 to November 7 (85 days). As 
with every year, Breakwater closed before Old Cut and the Tip because of Long Point Company land use 
restrictions associated with waterfowl hunting near the field station.  
 
The 38 volunteers who helped run operations during the fall season came from Australia, Brazil, Canada, Czech 
Republic, Peru, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Staff and volunteers logged 5,704 person-hours 
collecting migration data on over 272 species and forms. About 20 volunteer Friends of LPBO helped to welcome 
1,629 visitors to Old Cut. Summary statistics of seasonal effort are summarized in Table 5. In total, 8,847 birds of 
114 species and forms were banded (Table 6 and Appendix 1). LPBO had 219 station-days of coverage, yielding 
14,826 net-hours and 1,014 trap-hours with a rather low catch rate of 56 birds/100 hours (94% of captures were 
by nets).  
 
Long Point is recognized as one of three International Monarch Butterfly Reserves in Canada due to its large 
concentrations of butterflies during fall migration. In 2016, daily afternoon Monarch censuses were conducted at 
Breakwater from August 19 to September 12, and at the Tip from August 15 to November 6. The total count of 
Monarchs was only 1,135, with 225 at Breakwater and 910 at the Tip. The largest single-day count at Breakwater 
as 26 on September 14, while the largest single-day count at the Tip was 91 on September 1. These are some of 
the lowest counts on record since 1995. Also of note, the first Zebra Swallowtail observed at Long Point since 1972 
(and the first in Ontario since 2012) was caught at the Tip on June 20. 
 
Long-term Volunteers (One month or more): Isabel Apkarian (Toronto, ON), Sarah Bonnett (Waterford, ON), Alvan 
Buckley (St. John's, NL), Kyle Cameron (Peterborough, ON), Liam Curson (UK), Peter Denyer (UK), Willow English 
(Victoria, BC), Bruce Harlow (Australia), Jakub Hlaváček (Czech Republic), Yaquelin Leyva (Lima, Peru), Michelle 
McKay (Peterborough, ON), Eilidh McNab (Scotland), Matt McPherson (Guelph, ON), Victor Penha (Brazil), Antoine 
Turcotte-van de Rydt (Sherbrooke, QC), and James Wilkinson (UK). 
 
Short-term Volunteers (Less than one month): Christian Artuso (Winnipeg, MB), Amanda Bichel (Port Rowan, ON), 
Josh Brown (Vancouver, BC), Taylor Brown (St. Thomas, ON), Brendan Boyd (Toronto, ON), Amy Chan (Toronto, 
ON), Tara Crewe (Port Rowan, ON), Ian Davies (Ithaca, NY), Dave English (Victoria, BC), Karl Heide (Mississauga, 
ON), Catherine Jardine (Vancouver, BC), Dayna LeClair (Guelph, ON), Ted Maddeford (Ingersoll, ON), Ben Oldfield 
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(Cambridge, ON), Eleanor Page (London, UK), Bill Read (Cambridge, ON), Victoria Simkovic (London, ON), Anna 
Tigano (Kingston, ON), Remi Torrenta (Moncton, NB), Megan Wilcox (Port Rowan, ON), Amy Wilson (Straffordville, 
ON), Ross Wood (Hamilton, ON), and Casey Wright (Grande Isle, LA). 
 
Table 5. Effort summary statistics for fall migration monitoring. 
Person-hours 5,704 
Total species and forms observed 272 
Individuals banded  8,847 
Species and forms banded 114 
Total station-days of migration monitoring 

Old Cut 
Breakwater 

Tip 

219 
101 
33 
85 

Total net-hours 
Mist net 

Hawk net 
Owl net 

14,826 
14,421 

176 
229 

Total trap-hours 
J-trap 

Ground trap 
Other traps 

1,014 
565 
449 

0 
Overall catch rate 56 birds/100 hours 
% of catch in mist nets 94 
% of catch in traps 6 
Visitors to Old Cut 1,629 
 
 
Table 6. Ten most abundant species banded at Old Cut, Breakwater and the Tip in fall 2016. 

Species Number  
Banded 

% Hatch 
Year 

% After Hatch 
Year 

% 
Unknown 

Blackpoll Warbler 619 76 24 0.3 
Magnolia Warbler 549 92 8 0.4 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 492 84 13 3 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 470 72 28 0 
Swainson’s Thrush 458 83 17 0.4 
Myrtle Warbler 408 95 5 0.5 
Red-eyed Vireo 374 95 5 0 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 298 91 7 1 
American Redstart 255 90 10 0 
House Sparrow 254 66 3 31 

The Friends of Long Point Bird Observatory 
 
The Friends of LPBO continued in 2016 as a group of 20+, mostly local, volunteers who greet and inform visitors to 
the Old Cut Research Station while running the LPBO Shop and helping with a myriad of other tasks around the 
station, including scribing, extracting and gathering observations. Revenue from the shop provides critical support 
to LPBO programs. The presence of the Friends has dramatically increased the quality of our visitor and education 
services at Old Cut and takes a great deal of pressure off of the Banders-In-Charge and our volunteers.  
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Friends: Hugh McArthur (coordinator), Gail Adams, Joe Gabriel, Paula Gent, Ted Gent, Len 
Grincevivius, Barb Hourigan, Gail Larsen, Otto Larsen, Geoff Lilley, Ruth Ann Logan, Ted 
Maddeford, Sandra Maxwell, Diane Salter, and Evelyn Stone. Apologies to anyone who may 
have been missed.  
 

Tree Swallow Project 
 
This comprehensive long-term research program was initiated in 1963 at the eastern Tip of Long Point, under the 
direction of David Hussell and Geoff Holroyd. While the initial work at the Tip provided valuable detailed data on 
breeding biology, the need for a broader geographic scope prompted expansion of this project to include two 
mainland sites in the mid-1970s, presently at Mud Creek and the Port Rowan Sewage Lagoons. Across these sites, 
the current project consists of 206 nest boxes with differing geography, food abundance, and micro-climates. The 
objectives of this project are (1) to provide a long-term record of breeding performance of Tree Swallows in 
relation to their food supply and local climate; (2) to provide other opportunities for research on breeding 
swallows; and (3) to provide training in field ornithology for students and other volunteers. 
 
Since its inception, the project has annually supported post-graduate, graduate and undergraduate students, has 
involved the training of more than 200 volunteer fieldworkers, and has resulted in over 20 peer-reviewed 
publications and numerous theses and presentations. David Hussell ran the project until 2009. Ryan Norris and 
David Bradley ran the project until 2014 when BSC resumed management of the project while a new principle 
investigator is sought. 
 
The project completed its 46th year in 2016. As in 2015, the project was significantly scaled back from pre-2014 
levels because a full time coordinator was not involved. Nest box occupancy was 95% across all three sites. In total 
109 new adults were banded and 219 adults were recaptured with bands. An additional 686 nestlings were also 
banded (Table 7). In addition to trapping adults and banding young, Environment and Climate Change Canada 
sampled young from the Tip to measure accumulated toxins from the environment. 
 

Interim Project Coordinators: Veronique Graton-Drollet, Stu Mackenzie, and Matt Iles. 
 
Volunteers: Mark Conboy, Bruce Harlow, Tim Lucas, Matthew MacPherson, Bill Read, Anna Rodgers, Roger Short, 
Pierrot Tellier-Machabée, Helen Williams, and Amy Wilson. 
 
Table 7. Summary of Tree Swallow Project banding in 2016. 

Location Total 
Boxes 

Active 
Nest 

Boxes 

% Active 
Nest 

Boxes 

New Adults 
Banded 

Recaptured 
Adults 

Nestlings 
Banded 

Tip 64 63 98 27 64 172 

Sewage Lagoon 62 62 100 38 66 249 
Mud Creek 80 71 89 44 89 265 
Total 206 196 95 109 213 686 
 

Breeding Bird Census 
 

The Breeding Bird Census was established by LPBO in 1991. Fifteen 10 ha breeding bird census plots were installed 
across representative habitats on Long Point to monitor the response of vegetation and breeding bird communities 
after a deer cull. Following acquisition of Long Point in 1866, the Long Point Company reintroduced previously 
extirpated White-tailed Deer to the point. A lack of natural predators subsequently resulted in a deer population 
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explosion that, by 1989, was demonstrating negative impacts on the fragile ecology of Long Point. In 1989/90 the 
Canadian Wildlife Service organized a cull of nearly 500 White-tailed Deer on Long Point to keep the herd at a 
sustainable level. Smaller culls have been carried out since then.  
 
In 2016, and thanks to support from the Nature Conservancy of Canada and Environment and Climate Change 
Canada, all 15 Breeding Bird Census plots were surveyed. Each plot was visited 8-10 times for 3-4 hours in the 
morning beginning 1 hour before sunrise, and 1-2 times in the evening between May 25 and July 5. During these 
visits the territories of all birds on each plot were mapped. In additional to the territory mapping, two rounds of 
point counts were conducted on each plot. Vegetation surveys were also done on all plots by the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada and Environment and Climate Change Canada. 
 
In total, 59 species were detected during the territory mapping field work, and 83 species during the point counts. 
The composition of the most abundant species was nearly identical in all plots between the two methods. A 
complete analysis of territory mapping versus point count methodology is currently underway and will be available 
separately. 
 
Field Crew: Mark Conboy, Zoe Crysler, Ana Maria Diaz, Daniel Geisbrecht, Matt Iles, Tim Lucas, Matt Macpherson, 
and Ross Wood. 
 
 

North American Banding Council - Bander Certification 
 
On November 5 to 6, LPBO hosted a North American Banding Council certification session in collaboration with the 
Ontario Bird Banding Association. Three new trainers and five new banders were certified. 
 
Participants: Willow English (trainer), Veronique Graton-Drollet (bander), Brett Fried (trainer), Matt Iles (trainer), 
Yaquelin Leyva (bander), Victor Penha (bander), Antoine Turcotte-van de Rydt (bander), and Luis Villamil (bander). 
 
NABC trainers: Mark Conboy, Audrey Heagey, Dayna LeClair, David Okines, Stu Mackenzie, and Ross Wood.  

Doug Tarry Natural History Fund 
 

LPBO began the Young Ornithologists’ Workshop in 1975, as the Bird Study Workshop. The project received major 
support in 1994 thanks to the generosity and foresight of the late Doug Tarry, who allowed for the establishment 
of the Doug Tarry Natural History Fund to support educational activities for young Canadians at LPBO. The fund 
supports the Young Ornithologists’ Workshop and Student Internship.  
 
Since 1991, the program has trained 151 teens, many of whom are now some of the best and brightest naturalists 
and scientists in the country. These programs are aimed at providing pre-university level students with an 
opportunity to experience nature and ornithology hands-on in a research oriented setting. Six teens from across 
Canada participated in the 2016 workshop, August 6 to August 14. 
 
Young Ornithologists: Hayden Bildy (London, ON), Cole Gaeber (Vancouver, BC), Tessa Gayer (Toronto, ON), Robin 
Moore (Edmonton, AB), Peter Simons (Barrie, ON), and Hannah Stockford (Stayner, ON). 
 
Young Ornithologist Interns: Josh Brown (Vancouver, BC) and Ben Oldfield (Cambridge, ON). Project Assistants: 
Jody Allair (BSC), Liza Barney (BSC), Mark Conboy (LPBO - Leader), James Cowan (Canadian Raptor Centre), Mary 
Gartshore, Matt Iles (LPBO - Leader), David Okines (Ontario Bird Banding Association), and Amy Wilson. 

http://nabanding.net/
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Latin American Training Program 
LPBO has been operating a series of Latin American training initiatives since 1987. In 1995, LPBO began bringing 
trainees north to Long Point for a formal month-long (or longer) training stint immersing them in the Migration 
Monitoring Program. Participants receive the most up-to-date training in bird banding, migration monitoring, and 
data management. To date LPBO has trained over 100 individuals from 15 countries throughout Central and South 
America. LPBO also contributes to the development of protocols, training opportunities abroad, and certification 
through the North American Banding Council and the Western Hemisphere Bird Banding Network.  
 
Participants: Yaquelin Leyva (Peru), Victor Penha (Brazil), and Ana Maria Diaz (Colombia).  
 

PUBLICATIONS FROM 2013-2016. 
All LPBO and BSC publications are tracked via www.zotero.org (group name: Bird Studies Canada). 
 
Adams, A.M., L.P. McGuire, L.A. Hooton, and M.B. Fenton. 2015. How high is high? Using percentile thresholds to 

identify peak bat activity. Canadian Journal of Zoology 93: 307-313. 
Bradstreet, M.S.W. 2015. Monitoring vegetation after a reduction in deer browsing at Long Point, Lake Erie: 2014. 

Unpublished report for Canadian Wildlife Service. 39 pp. 
Brown, J.M., B.J. McCabe, L.V. Kennedy and C.G. Guglielmo. 2014. Genetically-based behavioural morph affects 

stopover refuelling performance in White-throated Sparrows Zonotrichia albicollis. Journal of Avian 
Biology 45(5): 522-527. 

Brown, J.M., P.D. Taylor. 2015. Adult and hatch-year Blackpoll Warblers exhibit radically different regional-scale 
movements during post-fledging dispersal. Biology Letters 11: 20150593. 

Burrell, K.G.D., J.H. Skevington, S. Kelso, M.V.A. Burrell, D.L. LeClair, and S.A. Mackenzie. 2016. A previously 
undocumented hybrid new world warbler (Setophaga pensylvanica × S. magnolia) captured at Long Point, 
Ontario. Wilson Journal of Ornithology (In press). 

Crewe, T.L., D. Lepage, and P.D. Taylor. 2016. Effect of sampling effort on bias and precision of trends in migration 
counts. The Condor: Ornithological Applications 118: 117-138. 

Crewe, T.L. and J.D. McCracken. 2015. Long-term trends in the number of Monarch Butterflies (Lepidoptera: 
Nymphalidae) counted on fall migration at Long Point, Ontario, Canada (1995-2014). Annals of the 
Environmental Society of America 108(5): 707-717. 

Crewe. T.L., P.D. Taylor, D. Lepage, A.C. Smith, and C.M. Francis. 2016. Quantifying regional variation in population 
trends using migration counts. The Journal of Wildlife Management 80(2): 245-255. 

Crewe, T.L., P.D. Taylor, and D. Lepage. 2015. Modeling Systematic change in stopover duration does not improve 
bias in trends estimated from migration counts. PLoS ONE 10(6): e0130137. 

DeLuca, W.V., B.K. Woodworth, C.C. Rimmer, P.P. Marra, P.D. Taylor, K.P. McFarland, S.A. Mackenzie, and D.R. 
Norris. 2015. Transoceanic migration by a 12 g songbird. Biology Letters 11: 2-4. 

Dossman, B.C., G.W. Mitchell, D.R. Norris, P.D. Taylor, C.G. Guglielmo, S.N. Matthews, and P.G. Rodewald. 2015. 
The effects of wind and fuel stores on stopover departure behaviour across a migratory barrier. 
Behavioural Ecology 27(2): 567-574. 

Dunn, E.H. 2016. Bird observatories: an underutilized resource for migration study. Wilson Journal of 
Ornithology 128(4): 691-984. 

Dunn, E.H. 2016. David John Trevis Hussell, 1934-2015. The Auk 133(3): 568-570. 
Falconer, C.M., G.W. Mitchell, P.D. Taylor, and D.C. Tozer. 2016. Prevalence of disjunct roosting in nesting Bank 

Swallows (Riparia riparia). Wilson Journal of Ornithology 128(2): 429-434. 
Friis, C.A., K.G. Burrell, and S.A. Mackenzie. 2013. Flight times and abundance of three shorebird species 

staging near Chickney Channel, James Bay, Ontario, Summer 2012. Ontario Birds. 31(1): 10-23. 
Gerson, A.R. and C.G. Guglielmo. 2013. Measurement of glomerular filtration rate during flight in a migratory bird 

using a single bolus injection of FITC-inulin. American Journal of Physiology – Renal Physiology 305 (6): 
F823-829. 

Gerson. A.R. and C.G. Guglielmo. 2013. The metabolic response to short duration flight in American Robins (Turdus 
migratorius). Journal of Comparative Physiology B 188(7): 983-991. 

http://www.citeulike.org/
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Gómez, J., C.I. Michelson, D.W. Bradley, D.R. Norris, L.L. Berzins, R.D. Dawson, and R.G. Clark. 2014. Effects of 
geolocators on reproductive performance and annual return rates of a migratory songbird. Journal of 
Ornithology 115: 37-44. 

Guigueno, M. F., D.A. Snow, S.A. MacDougall-Shackleton, and D. F. Sherry. 2014. Female cowbirds have more 
accurate spatial memory than males. Biology Letters 10(2). 

Hobson, K. A., S.L. Van Wilgenburg, E.H. Dunn, D.J.T. Hussell, P.D. Taylor, and D.M. Collister. 2015. Predicting 
origins of passerines migrating through Canadian migration monitoring stations using stable-hydrogen 
isotope analyses of feathers: a new tool for bird conservation. Avian Conservation and Ecology 10(1): 3. 

Jonasson, K.A. and C.G. Guglielmo. 2016. Sex differences in spring migration timing and body composition of Silver-
haired Bats Lasionycteris noctivagans. Journal of Mammalogy 97(6): 1535-1542. 

Kennedy, L.V., Y.E. Morbey, S.A. Mackenzie, P.D. Taylor, and C.G. Guglielmo. 2016. A field test of the effects of 
body composition analysis by quantitative magnetic resonance on songbird stopover behaviour. Journal 
of Ornithology DOI 10.1007/s10336-016-1399-2. 

Kishkinev, D., D. Heyers, B.K. Woodworth, G.W. Mitchell, K.A. Hobson, and D.R. Norris. 2016. Experienced 
migratory songbirds do not display goal-ward orientation after release following a cross-continental 
displacement: an automated telemetry study. Scientific Reports 6: 37326. 

Laughlin, A.J., C.M. Taylor, D.W. Bradley, D. Leclair, R.C. Clark, R.D. Dawson, P.O. Dunn, A. Horn, M. Leonard, D.R. 
Sheldon, D. Shutler, L.A. Whittingham, D.W. Winkler, and R.D. Norris. 2013. Integrating Information from 
geolocators, weather radar, and citizen science to uncover a key stopover area of an aerial insectivore. 
The Auk 130(2): 230-239.  

Mackenzie, S.A. 2013. Long Point Bird Observatory migration monitoring program report - Atlantic Flyway 
review: fall 2012. North American Bird Bander 38(2): 184-185. 

Mackenzie, S.A., and M. Gahbauer. 2014. Guidelines for prioritizing bird safety during high capture events. 
North American Bird Bander 39(2): 61-65. 

Mackenzie, S.A., D.L. LeClair, A.P. Timpf, P. Catling and J.D. McCracken. 2014. An assessment of reptile and 
amphibian species at risk at Long Point, Ontario. Report for Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
Species at Risk Stewardship Fund. 64 pp. 

Marshall, T.J., M.F. Dick, and C.G. Guglielmo. 2016. Seasonal dietary shifting in Yellow-rumped Warblers is 
unrelated to macronutrient targets. Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology 192: 57-63. 

McGuire, L.P., K.A. Jonasson, and C.G. Guglielmo. 2014. Bats on a budget: torpor-assisted migration saves time and 
energy. PLOS One 9(12): e115724.  

Metcalfe, J., K.L. Schmidt, W. Bezner-Kerr, C.G. Guglielmo, and S.A. MacDougall-Shackleton. 2013. Sparrows adjust 
feeding and nocturnal migratory restlessness in response to experimental manipulations of barometric 
pressure and temperature. Animal Behaviour 86: 1285-1290. 

Mills, A.M. 2016. Banding data reveals bias in age-class sampling of songbirds during spring migration. Journal of 
Field Ornithology 87(3): 1-14. 

Morris, S.R., K.M. Covino, J.D. Jacobs, and P.D. Taylor. 2016. Fall migratory patterns of the Blackpoll Warbler at a 
continental scale. The Auk 133(1): 41-51. 

Mouritsen, H., R. Derbyshire, J. Stalleicken, O.O. Mouritsen, B.J. Frost, and D.R Norris. 2013. An experimental 
displacement and over 50 years of tag-recoveries show that Monarch Butterflies are not true navigators. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science of the United States of America 110(18): 7348-7353. 

Müller, F., P.D. Taylor, S. Sjöberg, R. Muheim, A. Tsvey, S.A. Mackenzie, and H. Schmaljohann. 2016. Towards a 
conceptual framework for explaining variation in nocturnal departure time of songbird migrants. 
Movement Ecology 4:24. 

Scott, J.D. and L.A. Durden. 2015. New records of the Lyme disease bacterium in ticks collected from songbirds in 
central and eastern Canada. International Journal of Acarology 41(4): 241-249. 

Swan, D.C., L.Y. Zanette, and M. Clinchy. 2015. Brood parasites manipulate their hosts: experimental evidence for 
the farming hypothesis. Animal Behaviour 105: 29-35. 

Winkler, D. W., K.M. Ringelman, P.O. Dunn, L. Whittingham, D.J.T. Hussell, R.G. Clark, R.D. Dawson, L.S. Johnson, A. 
Rose, S.H. Austin, W.D. Robinson, M.P. Lombardo, P.A. Thorpe, D. Shutler, R.J. Robertson, M. Stager, M. 
Leonard, A.G. Horn, J. Dickson, V. Ferretti, V. Massoni, F. Bulit, J.C. Reboreda, M. Liljestthrom, M. Quiroga, 
E. Rakhimberdiev and D. R. Ardia. 2014. Latitudinal variation in clutch size-lay date regressions in 
Tachycineta swallows: effects of food supply or demography. Ecography 37(7): 670-678. 
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Banding Bank Swallows by Myles Falconer 

Over the years I have led research and monitoring projects on Lake Erie Bank Swallows, include 

population counts, nest survival and radio telemetry studies. And we have learned a lot about this 

declining species in the last 7 years. But one area of Bank Swallow biology still represented a huge 

knowledge gap --- between-year survival and dispersal. Gaining insights into this demographic 

parameter is not easy as it requires fairly large samples over many years.  

 Interestingly, from 1955 to 1985, thousands of Bank Swallows were banded annually in Canada (total: 

37,382), whereas, from 1986 to 2015 only a few hundred have been banded annually (total: 6,838). The 

decline in banding records of Bank Swallows is likely in part related to the decline of the birds 

themselves, but also the lack of access/permission to nest sites due to liability concerns (e.g., aggregate 

pits). Luckily, over the years we have made many contacts with the aggregate industry and Lake Erie 

shorelines property owners.  

In 2016, I decided to initiate a Bank Swallow banding study at 6 sites on Lake Erie and 6 sites at inland 

aggregate pits. In past years, we conducted some small scale banding efforts using mistnets and nest 

tube traps, but to capture larger numbers I constructed a hinged-frame mistnet that I could drop below 

nesting banks (see photo). When a bander approaches the edge of nesting bank, the birds (in the nest 

burrows) sense the vibrations and rapidly flee from the burrows. So if the bander approaches carefully 

and drops the net down in time, many birds can be captured as they flee. As it turns out, this method 

was very successful. A small team including myself and usually one assistant banded a total 2,215 Bank 

Swallows in 2016. We were hoping to recapture a small sample of birds that we banded in 2015, but the 

return rate was very low for adults (1-3% per site) and dismal (0%) for juveniles.  Total between year 

recaptures was 6 birds. We are continuing this research into 2017; hoping to gain insights into what 

affects survival and dispersal of Bank Swallows, and not to mention, break our previous banding total 

records.  

Myles Falconer works as a project biologist with Bird Studies Canada in Port Rowan, Ontario. 
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Myles with his modified mist net for capturing Bank Swallows. Photo: Myles Falconer. 
 
 

Canadian Snow Bunting Research Update Emily McKinnon 
 

 

The banders participating in the Canadian Snow Bunting Network are contributing critical 
information to our understanding of how climate change is affecting these extreme-cold 
specialists. This year we are continuing our tracking of winter movements of Snow Buntings 
using the Motus automated wildlife telemetry system in southern Ontario. By partnering with 
banders in Ontario, we have deployed 40 ‘nanotag’ Motus backpacks on Snow Buntings during 
the winter, which will record their movements over the landscape. We will use the detections 
of our buntings by stationary receiving stations to understand how individual birds respond to 
fluctuations in temperature and snowfall over the winter. So far we have found that the 
buntings are covering a lot of ground within a single winter season – one female traveled over 
400km in just one month! We have also shown that when Snow Buntings are ready to migrate, 
they really motor- we detected one male bunting in Quebec in early April who had travelled a 
minimum of 300km per day over the previous three days from southern Ontario. Masters 
student Marie-Pier Laplante (UQAR) is also wrapping up her analysis of the fat score data 
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collected by snow bunting banders, and has found that they can fatten up adaptively when the 
weather gets colder, and trim down accordingly when it warms up! If only it was so easy for us 
humans! She has also analyzed the recapture data and shown that the banders contributing 
data to the network have increased the number of buntings recaptured between sites over the 
winter, giving us insight into where and when they are moving during this under-studied time of 
year.  
 
If you are banding during the winter, please consider joining our Snow Bunting Banding 
Network, and contributing to this important research on climate change effects on birds! If you 
capture a Snow Bunting with a backpack, please leave it on (unless there is a problem like an 
obvious injury) and simply record the usual information that you would for a retrapped 
individual. The tags will keep sending out radio-beeps until the end of the winter, and by spring 
we should have more exciting and important data to share on snow bunting winter 
movements!  
 
Read our Canadian Snow Bunting Network newsletter from this year and the past issues here: 
http://ontbanding.org/snow_bunting.php 
 
Emily McKinnon, Mitacs Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Windsor @BirdBiologist 
emilymckinnon12@gmail.com 
 

 
Releasing Snow Buntings. Photo: Emily McKinnon 

mailto:emilymckinnon12@gmail.com
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Snow Bunting with “nanotag” backpack. Photo: Emily McKinnon 
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McKellar Island Bird Observatory Fall 2016 Report  
John Woodcock 

 

McKellar Island Bird Observatory (MIBO) is located in Thunder Bay, Ontario at 48
o
22’30”N lat 

089
o
13’30”W long, on property leased from Husky Energy. This location is within the city of Thunder Bay, 

approximately 2 km from city hall but isolated from the city by the Kaministiquia River. Access is by road via the 
Island Drive Bridge and a short hike. The site is zoned industrial land, long unused, with open woody vegetation of 
stunted birch, willow and young Black Spruce and with the ground vegetation dominated by grasses, asters and 
thistles.  
Surrounding the netting area on 3 sides are mature woods variously dominated by Tamarack and Balsam  Poplar 
with the McKellar River delineating the 4

th
 side. Close to the north side is an extensive Alder swamp. Lake Superior 

is 1 km to the east. An old bus shelter (donated by the City of Thunder Bay) serves as our banding station. 
 

We operate from early August to late October for 6 hours daily starting 30 minutes before sunrise, on all 
days that the weather permits. We run 17 mist-nets, 4 hawk nets and 1 ground trap. All mist-nets are 12 metre, 4 
pocket, 32 mm mesh. We maintain a bird feeder, stocked with cracked corn and black oil sunflower seed, and a 
hummingbird feeder, both located about a metre from the end of one net. In 2016 banding operations 
commenced on Aug. 6 and ended on October 26. Nine volunteers contributed 714.5 volunteer hours to run the 
migration monitoring program. There were 16 days when operations were cancelled due to inclement weather 
leaving us with 66 days of operation.  
 
 We have no paid staff: the observatory is totally volunteer driven, under the auspices of the non-profit 
organization ‘Save Our Songbirds’. We maintain a Facebook site (www.facebook.com/mckellar) where we post 
photos and news. We have been operating since spring 2014. This fall we received a substantial donation from The 
Keri Chase Foundation to purchase a new set of mist-nets.  
 
 Many thanks to all the volunteers and friends who help make this a successful season. 
 
2016 fall Effort 
 
Total mist-net hours  5887.5 
Total hawk net hours  549 
Total ground trap hours 284.5 
Number of volunteer hours 714.5 
 
 We have tried Saw-whet Owl banding using an audio lure with very little success in previous years. We 
hypothesize that the eternally bright skies due to our close proximity to the city are causing the owls to detour 
around the city and thus avoid us. We did not run an owl program this year. Similarly we have had very few 
encounters with Sharp-shinned Hawks. We think that the sharpies are catching thermals as they reach the edge of 
the city and are thereby bypassing our location within the city. 
 

This fall we banded 1,555 birds of 68 species. There were 3 ‘new’ species (first time banded at MIBO): 
Belted Kingfisher, Eastern Phoebe and House Wren bringing our cumulative species banded list to 96 species. The 
numbers of birds banded was considerably lower than last year though similar to our first year of operation in 
2014. There were 2 days when over one hundred birds were banded: September 10 and Sept. 20. There were 5 
days when over 50 birds were banded: Aug. 25, Sept. 11, Sept. 13, Sept. 15, and Sept. 22. The highest daily species 
total was on Sept. 11 when 36 species were documented (banded or observed). 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/mckellar
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Fall banding totals at McKellar Island Bird Observatory 
 

Year 2014 2015 2016 

individuals 1,847 2,636 1,555 

species 64 61 68 

 
The totals of the top 20 species banded in 2016 with comparative totals from previous years 
 
Rank 2016 Species (overall fall ranking 2014 - 2016)  2016 2015 2014 

1 Tennessee Warbler (1) 278 413 84 
2 Nashville Warbler (3) 191 200 240 
3 Western Palm Warbler (6) 148 112 131 
4 Myrtle Warbler (2) 129 287 294 
5 White-throated Sparrow (5) 122 201 119 
6 Lincoln's Sparrow (9) 82 86 38 
7 Slate-colored Junco (4) 68 280 116 
8 Swamp Sparrow (12) 52 41 14 
9 Common Yellowthroat (13) 47 34 21 

10 Swainson's Thrush (7) 43 195 124 
11 American Tree Sparrow (15) 37 12 34 
12 American Goldfinch (12) 31 73 3 
13 Song Sparrow (19) 29 21 10 
14 Magnolia Warbler (11) 25 49 35 
15 Black-capped Chickadee (14) 22 50 20 
16 Mourning Warbler (18) 20 23 21 
17 Red-breasted Nuthatch (26) 20 10 0 
18 Traill's Flycatcher (20) 17 15 11 
19 Blackpoll Warbler (8) 15 125 161 
20 American Redstart (10) 13 62 35 

 
Recaptures 
 

There were 405 recapture events, involving 196 individuals of 29 species all banded at MIBO. Of these, 37 
birds were recaptured that were banded at MIBO in previous seasons: 5 American Goldfinch, 9 Black-capped 
Chickadee,  2 Common Yellowthroat, 2 Downy Woodpecker, 1 Hairy Woodpecker, 1 Lincoln’s Sparrow, 3 Red-eyed 
Vireo, 2 Song Sparrow, 11 White-throated Sparrow & 1 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. The remainder of the recaptured 
were of birds banded this season. 
 
Recoveries 
 
We had no foreign recoveries this season but 4 of the birds we banded at MIBO were recovered elsewhere: 
1) A Slate-colored Junco banded on Oct. 5 2014 at MIBO was recovered on March 6 2016 in Corning, Arkansas 
2) An American Redstart banded on Aug. 8 2015 at MIBO was recovered on May 9 2016 at Daytona Beach, Florida. 
3) A Purple Finch banded on May 3 2016 at MIBO was recovered on May 31 2016 in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
4) A Magnolia Warbler banded on May 23 2014 was recovered on June 26 2016 in Chicago, Illinois. 
 
John Woodcock for McKellar Island Bird Observatory Jan. 25 2017. 
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NABC - Waterfowl Certification Sessions- New York and 
Ontario for 2016 Norm North and Barb Campbell 

 

Ontario  

The waterfowl banding workshop was held at Rice Lake from 
August 2 to 4, 2016 with about 30 people.  The agenda included 
discussions of trap design, ageing/sexing, wing identification, 
use of stainless steel bands, migratory birds in research, federal 
permits, enforcement and legislation, capture myopathy and 
euthanasia.  

Fifteen people wrote the NABC waterfowl certification 

exam.  Twelve passed at the Bander level, one at Trainer 

and two failed. Four were certified at the bander level as 

they had the required hours.  Thank you to the Ontario 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry for hosting the 

meeting with funds from the Atlantic Flyway fund.  Dr. Chris Davies (holding framed picture) 

enabled the meeting and this will be his last due to retirement.  His support for the NABC 

session component of the banding workshop since 2008 has been much appreciated. A similar 

session will be held in August, 2017.  
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New York  

Forty people attended the first NABC waterfowl session at the Montezuma Audubon Center in 
Savannah, New York on September 13 and 14.  Supported by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, the workshop was organized by Josh Stiller and John O'Connor.  
There was an excellent field component to the workshop with many birds captured to 
demonstrate techniques. Ideas and methods were shared while attending to the captured 
ducks.  

 Various presentations similar to Ontario were given including wildlife health, avian influenza, 

uses for biological samples, auxiliary markers and transmitters, collars, tarsal bands, ethics and 
public relations at banding demonstrations. Three NABC trainers were in attendance. 

Thirty-five people wrote the test – all but two passed. Nineteen passed at the Bander level 
while 14 passed at Trainer level 

There is a tentative plan to have a session in 2017 or 2018 
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WHY BELONG TO THE OBBA? 
 

1. Meet like-minded people who enjoy banding birds by providing a forum for 

communication among Ontario banders. 

2. Chance to share and compare the results of your banding efforts with others. 

3. Receive a newsletter three times a year reporting on current banding activities and 

topics of interest to banders. 

4. Contribute to and receive the organization’s long running journal – Ontario Bird Banding 

- that reports annually on the bird banding activities of its members and read articles on 

banding techniques. 

5. Take part in an annual general meeting where you can present, listen to and meet guest 

speakers and share your banding interests with other banders from across Ontario in a 

pleasant social atmosphere. 

6. Get opportunities to learn different banding techniques and share knowledge of 

different issues and the latest trends in the banding world. 

7. Have the chance to recognize extraordinary efforts of individuals through the Janette 

Dean Award, or fund your research through the Wasserfall Award. 

8. Benefit from the North American Banding Council’s network of activities, training 

workshops and certification programs and connection to the Canadian Bird Banding 

Office under the Canadian Wildlife Service. 

9. Encourage mentorship, share enthusiasm, contribute to knowledge of bird banding and 

take part in collaborative projects (such as Mourning Dove and Snow Bunting banding). 

10. Most of all – to have FUN while contributing to bird conservation science! 

TO JOIN OR RENEW: Please fill out the renewal form, or send the same information along 
with payment to Barbara Campbell—barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com. A renewal form is at 
the back of this newsletter or can be found online at 
http://ontbanding.org/OBBA_Membership_form.pdf 
 

RENEW ONLINE – Send the pertinent information to barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com, and 

make your payment online here - 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/. 
Please specify “membership” in the comments field. 

mailto:Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca
http://ontbanding.org/OBBA_Membership_form.pdf
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION (2017-18)  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

President Stuart Mackenzie smackenzie@birdscanada.org  

Immediate Past President David Okines david.okines@gmail.com  

1st Vice President 
 

Bruce Murphy  
birdboy@eastlink.ca  

2nd Vice President Garth Baker birdguy69@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary Bill Read  billreadsbooks@gmail.com 

Treasurer/ 
Membership Secretary 

Barbara Campbell 
  

Barbcampbell52@gmail.com  

  
  

 Directors at Large  

Garth Baker birdguy69@gmail.com  

Chip Weseloh Chip.weseloh@yahoo.com  

Ross Wood aguercio@gmail.com  

Luis Alberto Villamil  

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 

Ontario Bird Banding Editor Garth Baker birdguy69@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor Chris Sukha and Stu Mackenzie 
 

chrissukha@hotmail.ca 

OBBA Rep. to LPBO vacant vacant 

Bird Banding Office  
Rep. To OBBA 

Lesley-Anne Howes 
  

lesley.howes@canada.ca  

WEB Master Barbara Ferris finally@hay.net  

OBBA Rep. To North American 
Banding Council 

Norm North north@execulink.com  

mailto:benavis@sympatico.ca
mailto:davidokines@aol.com
mailto:birdboy@eastlink.ca
mailto:billreadsbooks@gmail.com
mailto:mail%20to%20:%20Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca
mailto:birdguy69@gmail.com
mailto:chip.weseloh@yahoo.com
mailto:maguercio@gmail.com
mailto:birdguy69@gmail.com
mailto:lesley-anne.howes@ec.gc.ca
mailto:north@execulink.com
mailto:north@execulink.com
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Ontario Bird Banding Association 
  

  

CharitableRegistrationNo.873195960RR0001 www.ontbanding.org 
  
  

2017 Membership Application or Renewal 
   

Name:________________________________  

  

Address: ______________________________ 
  
  
  
  

City;_________________Prov:__________ 

  

Postal Code;_________ Phone: ( )  -  

  

Email:     
  

NOTE: ALL CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE OBBA WILL BE ELECTRONIC. IF 
YOU WISH TO RECEIVE A HARD-COPY OF THE MATERIALS, NEWSLETTER 

AND/OR JOURNAL, YOU MUST SPECIFY BELOW. 
  

O      Please send me the Newsletter by regular mail 
 O      Please send me the Journal by regular mail 
  

Membership Category: 
  

O      Life Membership($400) 
  

O      Individual/Family/Household ($20) 
             O       Student ($10) 

O      Outside of Canada and United States—$10 mailing surcharge 
  

Additional Donation: $______,tax receipt issued if $10or more. 
  
Make cheque payable to: Ontario Bird Banding Association 
 

PAY ONLINE:  
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/events/membership/ 

 
Mail to: Barb Campbell 
 19 Harwood Lane 

  Kanata,ON K2K 1X7 
  

  

  
  

  
  
  

  

http://www.ontbanding.org/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/events/membership/

