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BIRDERS AND BANDERS WANTED:

Canadian Migration Monitoring Network (CMMN) stations across the country, many of which are in
Ontario, are looking for birders and banders who are interested in gaining the experience of a lifetime
volunteering or working for the birds. Visit the CMMN web-site —
www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/cmmn/ for more information about stations near you and
opportunities offered.

HILLIARDTON MARSH 2017 WINTER AND SPRING REPORT
SARAH BONNETT

Introduction

The Hilliardton Marsh Research and Education Center(HMREC) is situated on man-made
wetlands constructed by Ducks Unlimited from 1991-1995, with the bird banding program
beginning in 1996. The landscape around the marsh consists of these shallow wetlands, mixed
forests, fens, upland habitats, and prairie, providing valuable habitat for many migratory and
breeding birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, insects, fish, plants and more. All of this
concentrated biodiversity makes this an ideal location for naturalists to explore and the curious
to come and learn with us.

Around the marsh many species are regularly encountered including bird species at risk such as
Black Tern, Common Nighthawk, Bobolink, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee,
Canada Warbler, and more. Other interesting and elusive species of note found at or near the
marsh this year include Painted Turtle, Snapping Turtle, Blue-spotted Salamander, and
countless species of wildflowers.

One of HMREC's primary objectives is providing outdoor education to area schools in the form
of field trips to the marsh. While at the marsh, students learn about and have the chance to
hold songbirds, as well as aquatic insects, frogs, and minnows. This unique classroom has
hosted 18 school classes and organized groups this spring, along with countless drop in visits by
tourists and local families. Students are encouraged to ask questions and interact with the
natural world here, allowing curiosity to morph into discovery and inquiry, which is an
invaluable scientific skill to learn.
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Visitors and groups at the marsh this spring included over 100 individual people, including 68
non-members, and 57 member visits that signed in. Mostly from the surrounding areas, but
some from as far away in Ontario as Cochrane, Timmins, London, and Turkey Point. The Marsh
also saw some visitors from Auckland, New Zealand this spring!

Changes at the Marsh

Some big changes have happened at the marsh this year, starting with the most visually obvious
change when you enter is the addition and expansion of the parking lot, meaning visitors will no
longer have to park on the road and walk in. Many thanks in part to Ed & Ethan Quinton for
clearing trees, and Lathem James Excavating Limited for clearing brush, bringing gravel, dirt,
and grading.

Another new construction at the marsh has been the J-Trap which has already proved its
scientific worth with some record breaking Red-winged Blackbird and American Tree Sparrow
numbers this spring (see Winter & Spring Banding Totals). The J-Trap also proved invaluable this
Spring with school groups, who loved the muddy “adventure” to the trap to check for birds and
learn about the birds targeted in this trap. Special thanks to Rachelle and Sylvain Plante for
their time and expertise building the trap.

This spring, dormitories were available to house volunteers coming to the marsh, which greatly
increased personnel at the Marsh and contributed to some of the high numbers. Nets were
only closed on one day due to high volume, most days in this spring all nets were able to be
open. A more permanent solution to housing volunteers is a priority for the future of the
marsh. Sincere thanks to Hilliard Township for providing accommodation for volunteers, which
has helped to attract international attention to the Marsh, including the first international long
term volunteer, Nicole Blackburn from Northwich, England.

Some other programs expanding at the marsh include the Marsh Monitoring, Tree Swallow
Nest Box Monitoring, Spruce Budworm Monitoring, and some future planning for some
potential expansions to the Migration Monitoring Protocols. The Marsh Monitoring follows the
Great Lakes Marsh Monitoring Program protocols, with both Frog Call surveys and Bird Surveys
have been taking place at the marsh. Volunteers have been learning the necessary calls and
recording data just before and after sunset. 4 of 9 target bird species were detected during
these surveys: American Bittern, Pied-billed Grebe, Sora, and Virginia Rail, as well as species at
risk such as Black Terns. 7 Species of frogs have also been detected at the marsh this year,
including American Bullfrog, Green Frog, Mink Frog, Northern Leopard Frog, Spring Peeper,
Wood Frog, and American Toad.

Winter Banding & Spring Migration Totals
In Winter (January-March) 608 birds were banded of 8 species, with 37 days of banding and an
average of 16 birds banded per day. The busiest day of banding this winter was a tie with 46
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banded birds on the 16" of January and the 13 of March, with 3 species banded for both. The
most species banded in a day during winter banding was 5 species on the 1%t of January.

Spring (April-June) 5757 birds were banded of 82 species, with 61 days of banding and an
average of 94 birds per day. The most birds banded on a single day was 340 on the 19t of May,
with 40 species banded, this day could have had an even higher total, however nets were
closed due to running out of bags to hold them and the overwhelming numbers coming in at
once. The day with the highest number of species banded is a tie with two days banding 41
species; the 22" and 24 of May with 163 & 285 birds banded. For further breakdown for each
month, see Table 1, and for number of birds and species banded each day, see Table 5 in
Appendix.

Table 1: Days spent banding in 2017, with totals per month and averages of both number of
birds and species.

# Birds # Species Average birds Average species

Days banding | banded banded banded per day banded per day
January 14 218 5 16 3
February 14 121 6 9 2
March 9 269 5 30 2
April 17 1444 22 85 5
May 30 3732 79 124 21
June 14 581 38 42 9
June!? 12 280 37 23 10
TOTAL WINTER 37 608 8 16 3
TOTAL SPRING 61 5757 82 94 14
TOTAL ALL 98 6365 83 65 10

Some notable birds this year include HMRECs first ever Connecticut Warbler and Indigo
Bunting, as well as the second ever Yellow-headed Blackbird caught in the new J-Trap, the
second ever Pine Warbler, fifth ever Nelson’s Sparrow, the twelfth ever Winter Wren, the
eleventh and twelfth ever Brown Thrashers, the tenth to twelfth ever Mourning Doves, and the
fifteenth ever Gray-cheeked Thrush. We also banded 3 Gambel’s White Crowned Sparrows and
1 possible Gambel’s/Eastern cross. Record setting birds already this year include:

- Eastern Kingbird, 7 (previous record 6 in 2007)

- European Starling, 7 (previous record 6 in 2007)

- Red-winged Blackbird, 317 (previous record 292 in 2011)

- Evening Grosbeak, 200 (previous record 37 in 2011)

- American Goldfinch, 533 (previous record 532 in 2016)

- American Tree Sparrow, 1259 (previous record 659 in 2016)

- Tree Swallows, 301 (previous record 29 in 2008)?

- Northern Parula, 23 (previous record 12 in 2015)

! Tree Swallow Nest Boxed excluded from this June total

2 Majority of the Tree Swallows banded at the Hilliardton Marsh are from the Tree Swallow Nest Box Monitoring.
Only Tree Swallows banded at the Marsh and along Highway 569 are included in the Marsh’s totals, Tree Swallows
banded at other locations are not included in the Marsh’s all-time totals.
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- Cape May Warbler, 42 (previous record 18 in 2016)

With a whole list of other birds either tied with previous years records, or very close, we are
looking forward to the fall migration season. 2017 is already the third highest number of birds
banded ever for the marsh, and if numbers are similar this fall compared to last year, the entire
year could become the new record setter (previous high 9719 in 2015).

American Tree Sparrows (Overall banded 1259, rank 1; Winter: 2, rank 6; Spring: 1257, rank 1)
were the bird with the highest overall banding number so far in 2017 and for Spring 2017, with
no other bird even having half the total number banded. Common Redpolls (banded 401, rank
3; Winter: 337, rank 1; Spring: 64, rank 19) are the species that was banded most in the Winter
2017. For specifics See Appendix: Table 6 with the top 20 birds for the Year so far, Winter
(January-March) and Spring (April-June).

Recaptures and Recoveries

For 2017 (January-June) we have recaptured 397 unique birds of 29 species, the vast majority
of which were originally banded at the Marsh, and we are waiting on the results of 7 possible
foreign recaptures. The oldest bird recaptured was a male Hairy Woodpecker, recaptured 18
January 2017, originally banded as an after hatch year on 31 May 2007, making this bird at least
in its 12t year of life! Of the birds recaptured this year, 195 were originally banded in 2016
(including the two foreign recaptures), 123 birds in 2015, 41 birds in 2014, 8 birds in 2013, 10
birds in 2011, 4 in 2010, and 1 each from 2009 (RWBL) and 2007 (HAWO). For breakdowns of
species recaptured each month see Appendix: Table 7 and for species originally banded in each
year see Appendix: Table 8.

Table 2: Foreign Recaptures at Hilliardton Marsh in Spring 2017.

Band Marsh Banding Banding Origin
Common Name Number Retrap Date | Date
American Tree 23-Nov- Oakville, Ontario
Sparrow 2780-79579 | 26-Apr-2017 | 2016
Chestnut-sided 24-May- | 10-Sep-2016 | Cayuga, Ontario
Warbler 2790-09372 2017

We have also had some exciting birds of ours encountered elsewhere, the most exciting of
which was a Common Redpoll, banded at the Marsh on the 14™ of April 2016, and was found by
a family in Delta Junction, Alaska, on the 25 of February, 2017. The bird unfortunately was
found from a window strike but had a quick recovery and was released in good health. Table 2
contains all of the birds originally banded at the Marsh that have been encountered
somewhere else in 2017.

Table 3: Encounters of birds in 2017 originally banded at the Hilliardton Marsh.

Encounter
Common Name Banding Date | Date Location
Northern Saw-whet Owl 30-Sep-2015 | 15-Feb-2017 | Bowmanville, Ontario
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Northern Saw-whet Owl 28-Sep-2016 2-Feb-2017 | Whitby, Ontario
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1-Oct-2016 2-Mar-2017 | Whitefish Point, Michigan, USA
Northern Saw-whet Owl 20-Oct-2015 | 29-Mar2017 | Cheboygan, Michigan, USA
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1-Oct-2016 4-Apr-2017 | Whitefish Point, Michigan, USA
Northern Saw-whet Owl 21-Sep-2016 8-Apr-2017 | Whitefish Point, Michigan, USA
Common Redpoll 14-Apr-2016 | 25-Feb-2017 | Delta Junction, Alaska, USA
American Goldfinch 9-Sep-2016 | 16-Feb-2017 | Three Springs, Pennsylvania, USA
Table 4. Summary of 2017 banding effort.
Average
species
Days # Birds # Species Average birds banded per
banding banded banded banded per day | day
January 14 218 5 16 3
February 14 121 6 9 2
March 9 269 5 30 2
April 17 1444 22 85 5
May 30 3732 79 124 21
June 14 581 38 42 9
June3 12 280 37 23 10
TOTAL
WINTER 37 608 8 16 3
TOTAL SPRING 61 5757 82 94 14
TOTAL ALL 98 6365 83 65 10

Some notable birds this year include HMRECs first ever Connecticut Warbler and Indigo
Bunting, as well as the second ever Yellow-headed Blackbird caught in the new J-Trap, the
second ever Pine Warbler, fifth ever Nelson’s Sparrow, the twelfth ever Winter Wren, the
eleventh and twelfth ever Brown Thrashers, the tenth to twelfth ever Mourning Doves, and the
fifteenth ever Gray-cheeked Thrush. We also banded 3 Gambel’s White Crowned Sparrows and
1 possible Gambel’s/Eastern cross. Record setting birds already this year include:
- Eastern Kingbird, 7 (previous record 6 in 2007)
- European Starling, 7 (previous record 6 in 2007)
- Red-winged Blackbird, 317 (previous record 292 in 2011)
- Evening Grosbeak, 200 (previous record 37 in 2011)
- American Goldfinch, 533 (previous record 532 in 2016)
- American Tree Sparrow, 1259 (previous record 659 in 2016)
- Tree Swallows, 301 (previous record 29 in 2008)*

3 Tree Swallow Nest Boxed excluded from this June total
4 Majority of the Tree Swallows banded at the Hilliardton Marsh are from the Tree Swallow Nest Box Monitoring.

Only Tree Swallows banded at the Marsh and along Highway 569 are included in the Marsh’s totals, Tree Swallows
banded at other locations are not included in the Marsh’s all-time totals.
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- Northern Parula, 23 (previous record 12 in 2015)
- Cape May Warbler, 42 (previous record 18 in 2016)

With a whole list of other birds either tied with previous years records, or very close, we are
looking forward to the fall migration season. 2017 is already the third highest birds banded
number ever for the marsh, and if numbers are similar this fall compared to last year, the entire
year could become the new record setter (previous high 9719 in 2015).

American Tree Sparrows (Overall banded 1259, rank 1; Winter: 2, rank 6; Spring: 1257, rank 1)
were the bird with the highest overall banding number so far in 2017 and for Spring 2017, with
no other bird even having half the total number banded. Common Redpolls (banded 401, rank
3; Winter: 337, rank 1; Spring: 64, rank 19) are the species that were banded most in the Winter
2017.

For specifics See Appendix: Table 6 with the top 20 birds for the Year so far, Winter (January-
March) and Spring (April-June).

Recaptures and Recoveries

For 2017 (January-June) we have recaptured 397 unique birds of 29 species, the vast majority
of which were originally banded at the Marsh, and we are waiting on the results of 7 possible
foreign recaptures. The oldest bird recaptured was a male Hairy Woodpecker, recaptured 18
January 2017, originally banded as an after hatch year on 31 May 2007, making this bird at least
in its 12t year of life! Of the birds recaptured this year, 195 were originally banded in 2016
(including the two foreign recaptures), 123 birds in 2015, 41 birds in 2014, 8 birds in 2013, 10
birds in 2011, 4 in 2010, and 1 each from 2009 (RWBL) and 2007 (HAWO). For breakdowns of
species recaptured each month see Appendix: Table 7 and for species originally banded in each
year see Appendix: Table 8.

Table 5: Foreign Recaptures at Hilliardton Marsh in Spring 2017.

Band Marsh Banding Banding Origin
Common Name Number Retrap Date | Date
American Tree 23-Nov- Oakville, Ontario
Sparrow 2780-79579 | 26-Apr-2017 | 2016
Chestnut-sided 24-May- | 10-Sep-2016 | Cayuga, Oakville
Warbler 2790-09372 2017

We have also had some exciting birds of ours encountered elsewhere, the most exciting of
which was a Common Redpoll, banded at the Marsh on the 14™ of April 2016, and was found by
a family in Delta Junction, Alaska, on the 25 of February, 2017. The bird unfortunately was
found from a window strike but had a quick recovery and was released in good health. Table 2
contains all of the birds originally banded at the Marsh that have been encountered
somewhere else in 2017.

Table 6: Encounters of birds in 2017 originally banded at the Hilliardton Marsh.

Encounter
Common Name Banding Date | Date Location
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Northern Saw-whet Owl 30-Sep-2015 | 15-Feb-2017 | Bowmanville, Ontario
Northern Saw-whet Owl 28-Sep-2016 2-Feb-2017 | Whitby, Ontario
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1-Oct-2016 2-Mar-2017 | Whitefish Point, Michigan, USA
Northern Saw-whet Owl 20-Oct-2015 | 29-Mar2017 | Cheboygan, Michigan, USA
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1-Oct-2016 4-Apr-2017 | Whitefish Point, Michigan, USA
Northern Saw-whet Owl 21-Sep-2016 8-Apr-2017 | Whitefish Point, Michigan, USA
Common Redpoll 14-Apr-2016 | 25-Feb-2017 | Delta Junction, Alaska, USA
American Goldfinch 9-Sep-2016 | 16-Feb-2017 | Three Springs, Pennsylvania, USA

Tree Swallow and Eastern Bluebird Nest Box Monitoring
For the first time, the majority of the Tree Swallow boxes at seven different sites around the
area have been checked in the spring and young have been banded. By the end of June 495
Tree Swallows and 6 Eastern Bluebirds (from a Marsh Member’s private property) have been
banded from these nest boxes, with more still to be banded. See Table 3 for a breakdown of
how many birds have been banded at each location and how many occupied boxes there were.
We have learned so much about the Tree Swallows in the area and have some hopes for ways
to improve such as when certain sites need to be visited earlier and the manpower required.

Table 7: Banded Tree Swallows from nest boxes during monitoring.

Occupied Nestling TOTAL

Location Boxes Adult TRES | TRES TRES

Englehart Sewage Lagoons 1 1 6 7
HWY-569 23 2 85 87
Hilliardton Marsh 41 2 212 214
KPS and Area - 1 38 39
New Liskeard Sewage Lagoons 27 0 129 129
North Cobalt Sewage Lagoons (New) 8 1 18 19
North Cobalt Sewage Lagoons (Old) 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 86 7 488 495

Some important things to note about these numbers, not all boxes were checked due to time,
manpower, and the occasional thunderstorm, therefore percentage of boxes occupied has not
been calculated. Also, some occupied boxes did not have any birds banded in them due to the
nestlings being either too young or too old for banding. These boxes have been noted for return
in early July for banding. No birds were banded this season at the Old Sewage Lagoon in North
Cobalt due to bad weather, Tree Swallows at this location appeared to have fledged already or
the boxes were damaged by a Black Bear. The nest boxes around KPS are not currently
numbered, and so they were not recorded separately, these boxes will most likely be numbered
during the cleanup later this year.
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Banding Crew and Volunteers

This year has been so successful in part thanks to having a large crew of experienced banders
and extractors present to run nets and teach the new arrivals. The majority of the personnel are
all volunteers and we would like to offer our heartfelt thank you and appreciation to all of their
efforts.

Kim Adair (New Liskeard, ON), Andrew Aitchison (Kerns Township, ON), Cameron Aitchison
(Kerns Township, ON), Barbara Baginski (London, ON), Nicole Blackburn (Northwich, England),
Sarah Bonnett (Waterford, ON), Giselle Bradley (Cochrane, ON), Jayden Briand (Hudson
Township, ON), Rick Caldwell (New Liskeard, ON), Stephanie Caldwell (New Liskeard, ON),
Deplhine Churman (New Liskeard, ON), Louis Churman (New Liskeard, ON), Stephany D’allire
(Haileybury, ON), Peter Denyer (Newhaven, England), Ron Judd (New Liskeard, ON), Brock
Gerry, Joanne Goddard (New Liskeard, ON), Shelby Hearn (New Liskeard, ON), Melissa Hakojarvi
(Englehart, ON), Erin O’Reilly (Barrie, ON), Theresa Mackenzie (Thornhill, ON), Ben MacPherson
(New Liskeard, ON), Curtis MacPherson (New Liskeard, ON), Maggie MacPherson (Louisiana,
USA), Luke Mayhew (New Liskeard, ON), Mark Milton (Englehart, ON), Bruce Murphy (New
Liskeard, ON), Dawson Peddie (Earlton, ON), Kevin Pinkerton (Hudson Township, ON), Ethan
Quinton (Harley Township, ON), Greg Rand (Gatineau, QC), Glenn Reed (Thornhill, ON), Patrick
Sadler (Hudson Township, ON), Chris Sukha (Field, ON), and Mike Werner (Keneebeck, ON)
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continued support and hard work this year, outside of the banding protocol.

HMREC Board of Directors: Joanne Goddard (President), Ron Judd (Vice President), Delphine
Churman (Secretary), Mark Langille (Treasurer), Mark Milton (Co-chair of Operations), Lisa
Smith (Marsh Administration), Pete Gilboe (Director), Shelbey Hearn (Director), Kelly Quinton
(Director), and Stacy Utas (Director)

Gardening Crew: Eileen Fisher (Englehart, ON), Rosie’s Gardens Crew (New Liskeard, ON)

Parking Lot: James Lathem Excavating Limited, Ed Quinton (Harley Township, ON), Ethan
Quinton (Harley Township, ON),

Equipment Loans: Side by side, and wood chipper: Brownlee Equipment, Tractor: Tim Lucas
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Table 8: Total birds for each species for 2017, and the past ten years (back to 2007) with

averages and change in average (increase or decrease for 2017). Averages only calculated for

birds in years which we captured the species. Averages rounded to nearest whole number.
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RNGR 1] - 1 -1
PBGR 5 1 15 3 -3 3 -3
HOME 61- 2 -2
MALL 72 25 1564 49 -49 174 -174
MBDH 1 1 5 1 -1 1 -1
ABDU 2 54 3 -3 6 -6
AMWI a4 | - 15 -15
AGWT 108 | - 22 -22
BWTE 2 226 2 -2 38 -38
NSHO 8| - 3 -3
WODU 2 45 2 -2 9 -9
RNDU 131 | - 33 -33
COGO 25| - 8 -8
RUDU 16 | - 5 -5
VIRA 6 6 6 -6 6 -6
SORA 8 10 8 -8 5 -5
YE RA 1] - - 1 -1
AMCO 1 2 34 2 -2 5 -5
AMWO 1 1 1 6 1 -1 1 -1
COSN 1 1 1 12 1 -1 2 -2
WRSA 1] - - 1 -1
LESA 71- - 7 -7
DUNL 3] - - 3 -3
SESA 3]- - 3 -3
GRYE 1] - - 1 -1
SOSA 1 1 1 -1 1 -1
SPSA 2] - - 2 -2
KILL 1] - - 1 -1
SEPL 5] - - 3 -3
MODO 1 2 6 3 12 3 0 3 0
NOHA 2] - - 1 -1
SSHA 1 3 2 1 1 4 4 2 30 0 2 0
RTHA 4 7 -2 2 -2
SWHA 1] - - 1 -1
RLHA 9 1 3 8 1 25 4 -4 4 -4
MERL 1 1 1 -1 1 -1
AMKE 3 7 25 75 6 4 5 136 18 -13 11 -6
LEOW 2 3 1 1 7 151 26 208 27 -27 16 -16
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BDOW 1 1 1 -1 1 -1
GGOW 1 1 -1
BOOW 34 73 27 | 207 11 7 6 39 416 51| -51 42| -4
NSWO 1020 | 305 | 451 | 670 | 226| 477 | 211 | 326| 485 | 519 6928 | 469 | -469 | 408 | -408
YBCU 1 2 1 -1 -1
BBCU 1 5 1 -1 -1
BEKI 1 2 1 -1 -1
HAWO 12 7 7 9 16 8 4 9 11 1] 124 8 -7 5
DOWO 23 11 9 9 20 20 12 11 14 16 19| 237 15 4 11 8
TTWO 1 1 -1
YBSA 4 3 2 2 2 3 4 6 5 3 55 3 0 3 0
PIWO 1 3 1 -1 1 -1
YSFL 5 1 4 3 2 2 2 5 8 2 49 3 -1 2 0
RTHU 150 | 184 | 202 | 219 | 118 17| 890 | 148 | -131| 148 | -131
RUHU 1 1 1 -1 1 -1
EAKI 6 5 2 2 3 1 1 3 2 7 49 3 4 3 4
EAPH 3 2 5 3 -3 3 -3
OSFL 1 2 3 2 2 2 2
EAWP 1 2 1 -1 1 -1
YBFL 4 2 6 2 4 3 2 4 10 11 6 78 5 1 4 2
ALFL 53 42 80 22 28 26 47 80| 280 | 241 | 123] 1453 93 30 66 57
TRFL 2 1 2 1 32 2 2 4 -4
LEFL 48 51 33 25 17 19 19 38| 112 | 145 70| 797 52 18 36 34
HOLA 6 6 6 -6 6 -6
BLIA 9 8 1 5 4 21 10 14 15 10 2| 134 9 -7 7 5
GRAJ 4 5 3 29 4 -4 3 -3
AMCR 3 3 -3
EUST 6 5 1 1 1 3 3 2 7 39 3 4 3 4
BOBO 1 2 6 25 3 4 3 3
BHCO 3 3 4 3 4 4 3 2 40 3 -1 3 -1
YHBL 1 2 1 0 1 0
RWBL 159 | 272 | 167 | 126| 292 | 128 | 147 | 281 | 229 | 248 | 317| 3567 | 215| 102| 178 | 139
BAOR 2 20 2 2 3 -3
RUBL 1 7 2 8 1 4 2 a1 7 -2 3 -1
COGR 67 91 58 45 57 24 35 45 50 63 62 | 1172 54 8 56 6
EVGR 5 4 37 12 6 6 8 29| 200] 331 34| 166 21| 179
PIGR 57 29 4 50 65 2 10 54 433 34| -34 33| -33
PUFI 19 94 | 210 24 32 79 22 36 54 | 147 51| 999 70| -19 50 1
HOFI 1 1 1 -1 1 -1
HORE 13 28 27 56 12 15 14 18 49| 284 26 23 20 29
CORE 194 | 332 | 621 17 | 1216 | 920 | 430 36| 1180 | 847 | 401)] 9021 | 563 | -162 | 501 | -100
AMGO 276 | 124 | 162 | 143 | 149 | 248 98 | 305| 193 | 532 | 533| 3756 | 251 | 282 | 171 | 362
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PISI 49 7| 225 6 18 | 363 50| 113 | 168 | 124 59| 1561 | 107 | -48 92 | -33
SNBU 60 | 527 | 1648 | 912 | 462 3609 | 722 | -722 | 722 | -722
LALO 39 44 45 7 135 34| -34 34| -34
VESP 1] - - 1 -1
SAVS 21 21 29 15 13 12 8 10 22 24 13| 419 17 -4 19 -6
NESP 1 1 1 1 5 1 0 1 0
WCSP® 353 | 262 | 195| 271 | 158 | 251 | 422 | 281 | 604 | 425| 294 | 4484 | 320| -26| 204 90
WTSP 245 | 118 | 209 | 171 95 | 121 97 | 176 | 405 | 358 | 127 | 2883 | 193 | -66| 131 -4
ATSP 283 | 306 | 186 | 351 | 391 | 510 19 | 102 | 301 | 659 | 1259 | 5891 | 397 | 862 | 268 | 991
CHSP 9 14 18 4 11 13 2 31 16 15 5| 180 13 -8 -4
CCSP 2 1 1 6 1 -1 -1
FISP 1]- - -1
e[V 60 25 40| 103 34 54 7 27 | 134 73| 123 | 825 61 61 38 86
SOSP 33 31 21 22 35 36 29 35 84 | 114 24| 665 42| -18 30 -6
LISP 20 18 9 10 24 14 16 11 64 53 18 | 493 23 -5 22 -4
SWSP 95 59 54 51 56 63 79 53| 330 | 213 72| 1810 102| -30 82| -10
FOSP 1 9 10 2 4 2 1 7 6 1 49 4 -3 4 -3
NOCA 1 1 1 -1 1 -1
RBGR 7 5 8 5 8 8 4 8 31 44 165 12 -9 9 -6
INBU 1 1 0 1 0
SCTA 1 1 -1 1 -1
BARS 3 1 2 2 2 2
TRES 13 29 20 1 4 2 20 20 3 5| 305| 467 38 | 267 23| 282
CEDW 30 10 11 4 14 11 31 36 95 29| 398 25 4 19 10
NSHR 2 1 1 2 3 1 15 2 -1 2 -1
REVI 36 20 18 31 22 20 27 67 | 109 | 215 40| 932 55 | -15 42 -2
PHVI 15 12 7 7 7 9 12 21 42 73 23| 350 21 2 17 6
WAVI 1 1 6 1 -1 1 -1
BHVI 4 2 1 1 14 4 2 40 4 -2 3 -1
BAWW 35 14 3 8 11 12 14 34 33 36 21| 388 20 1 18 3
NAWA 139 38 49 77 44 20 30| 117| 273 | 232| 181 | 1865 | 109 72 85 96
OCWA 12 8 16 13 6 5 9 49 27 39| 295 17 21 15 24
TEWA 28 8 7 9 12 4 30 80 42 30| 440 23 7 20 10
NOPA 2 1 12 11 23 53 7 16 6 17
CMWA 1 1 5 6 18 42 83 9 33 7 35
YEWA 35 29 78 18 48 26 26| 112 | 161 | 113 | 135 1249 71 64 57 78
BTBW 3 3 1 2 2 1 3 11 10 6 62 4 2 4 2
MYWA 398 73| 221 87| 154 | 131 90 | 311 | 499 | 276 | 212| 4398 | 223 | -11| 200 12
MAWA 69 22 42 18 29 34 36 71| 161 | 101 | 125 | 1084 64 61 49 76
CSWA 22 26 26 14 43 39 46 48| 172 | 148 | 106 | 886 61 43 40 66

3 Including EWCS, GWCS, and any possible crosses
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BBWA 3 1 5 2 2 7 3 6 46 4 2 3 3
BLPW 8 4 23 1 16 5 3 11 31 13 27| 285 13 14 14 13
BLBW 1 2 7 10 7 7 45 5 3
BTNW 1 1 2 4 12 31 4 0 3 1
PIWA 1 2 0 0
WPWA 106 39 26 25 40 62 46 39| 190 | 137 92 | 1050 71 19 48 44
OVEN 8 4 2 2 38 47 2| 154 11 -9 8 -6
NOWA 29 8 5 6 7 16 18 16| 239 11 5 11 5
CONW 1 1 1 1 0
MOWA 7 10 12 3 7 14 6 11 91 60 14| 344 21 -7 16 -2
COYE 68 61 66 41 84 67 | 101 75| 502 | 289 | 192 | 2213 | 140 51 | 101 91
WIWA 85 70 | 150 18 51 62 25| 195| 390 | 169 | 293 | 2259 | 137 | 156 | 103 | 190
CAWA 4 2 11 4 12 4 5 11 34 12 8| 151 10 -2 7 1
AMRE 132 | 121 99 57| 127| 105| 135| 204 | 447 | 373 | 226| 2895 | 184 42| 132 94
HOSP 2 2 2 ) 2 -2
GRCA 5 6 8 9 8 8 7 33 32 13| 168 12 1 8 5
BRTH 1 1 1 12 1 1 1 1
WIWR 2 12 2 -1 2 -1
BRCR 11 1 3 10 4 1 4 8 63 5 -4 4 -3
WBNU 2 2 4 11 2 ) 2 2
RBNU 3 1 3 4 5 13 9 59 5 4 4 5
BCCH 160 54 48 | 112 23 93 39 88 53 42 32 | 1593 68 | -36 72 -40
BOCH 14 1 3 3 1 54 4 -4 5 -5
GCKI 13 1 26 3 13 4 6 64 22 5| 240 15 -10 11 -6
RCKI 83 54 21 37 25 40 34 44 | 132 | 120 9 | 924 62 28 42 48
VEER 30 29 21 30 31 16 27 22 | 128 | 109 52| 725 45 7 33 19
GCTH 2 1 2 4 1 15 2 -1 2 -1
SWTH 26 8 9 9 13 6 7 2 73 57 28| 305 22 6 14 14
HETH 3 1 3 1 13 5 6 3 14 16 2| 113 6 -4 5 -3
AMRO 32 23 19 19 13 6 13 20 40 39 29| 415 23 6 19 10
EABL 1 9 10 5 -5 5 -5
Total 8443
Birds 4930 | 3168 | 3961 | 2850 | 4042 | 5312 | 4538 | 4974 | 9719 | 8226 | 6365 6 | 5281 | 1085 | 3492 | 6227
Total
Specie
s 89 82 72 69 78 85 80 80 92 90 83| 151 82 1 76 16
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Fish Crow at Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory
David OKkines

In mid-April, PEPTBO had two Fish Crows calling and hanging around the bird observatory and
harbour areas. On the 19t April 2017 one of the Fish Crows seemed to frequent the lawn area
and was seen feeding on chips left on the lawn by a visiting school group. Additional chips were
quickly put on the lawn and the Fish Crow quickly came down to feed on this food bonanza, a
bow-net was set over the chips and the bird continued to warily feed but was beginning to have
a full stomach and soon retired to wherever it is that Fish Crows go when they don't want to be
seen. The next morning the Fish Crow returned very early to continue feeding and was soon
bow-netted.

This is the first Fish Crow to ever be banded in Canada.

Below are the measurements of this bird along with the measurements of Fish and American
Crows for comparison.

PEPTBO bird Fish Crow American Crow

Band # 0704-16452

Wing 289mm 254-310mm 272-341mm
Weight 291.3g 270-300g 500g

Nares - tip 25.4mm 25.7-434.2mm 28.3-44.0mm
Exposed culmen 41.3mm 41.5-48.5mm 43.0-53.5mm
Bill depth 15.0mm 13.5-15.5mm 15.0-20.5mm
Tail 146mm 137-175mm 147-199mm
Tarsus 49.2mm 41.5-49.6mm 53.0-66.5mm

Wing of American Crow
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Wing of Fish Crow

PETBO Fish Crow
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NABC - Waterfowl Certification Session Report for Ontario

— 2017
Barb Campbell and Norm North

Another successful waterfowl banding workshop was held this past summer at Rice Lake from
August 1to 3, 2017. Thirty people attended including waterfowl banders, NABC certified
waterfowl trainers and prospective banders. The agenda included ageing/sexing techniques,
wing identification, trap design and capture strategy, use of stainless steel bands, federal
permits, enforcement and legislation, migratory birds and research, capture myopathy and
euthanasia. Opportunities for discussion and sharing of capture techniques made for
interesting evenings. The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry staff brought an airboat
to the workshop and it was used to catch some waterfowl! for banding.

Sixteen people wrote the NABC waterfowl certification exam. Seven passed at the Bander
level. Two were certified at the Bander level as they had the required hours. Thank you to the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry for hosting the meeting with funds from the Atlantic
Flyway Fund. This year was the tenth year of NABC Waterfowl! Certification Sessions held in
Ontario and we are looking forward to the continuation of the program in 2018.

7

The 2017 North American Banding Council Waterfowl Banding Workshop
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McKellar Island Bird Observatory Spring 2017
John Woodcock

McKellar Island Bird Observatory was established in 2014, is now in its 4™ year of
operation and is overseen by the non-profit organization Save Our Songbirds. The observatory
is accessed by road and a short trail and is 2 km from downtown Thunder Bay, Ontario as the
warbler flies. The observatory is run entirely by volunteers and is funded principally by private
donations. In late fall 2016 we received a grant from the Keri Chase Foundation for Animal
Welfare that covered the cost of a new set of mist-nets.

The observatory is located on 30 acres of vacant industrial land owned by Husky Energy
and is about a kilometer inland from the western shore of Lake Superior. Much of the property
is alder swamp with the netting area occupying a drier patch of stunted birch and willow
surrounded on 3 sides by a mix of mature tamarack, spruce, birch and poplar and by the
McKellar River on the 4% side.

We are becoming increasingly popular with local bird enthusiasts and now find
ourselves catering to groups of various sizes (school & university classes, naturalists clubs,
hiking clubs, biking clubs, photography clubs and other special interest groups). We maintain a
Facebook site (www.facebook.com/mckellar) to keep volunteers and visitors informed.

In 2017 thirteen volunteers contributed 357 hours towards the spring migration
monitoring. The station was operated continuously from April 30 to June 6 except for 5 days
when it was raining. We operate nets for 6 hours daily starting 30 minutes before sunrise.
Casual observations contribute to our daily species totals. Our effort most days was 102 mist-
net hours, 15 hawk net hours and 5 ground trap hours. 550 birds of 50 species were banded, an
average of 15 birds per day. Peak numbers were banded the first 2 weeks of May. One unusual
species was banded: Oregon Junco. The top 10 species banded were:

Our cumulative total of species banded is 90 species and an additional 55 species have
been observed.

1 White-throated Sparrow | 104
2 American Goldfinch 94
3 Myrtle Warbler 73
4 Slate-colored Junco 51
5 American Tree Sparrow 28
6 Pine Siskin 24
7 Lincoln's Sparrow 16
8 Song Sparrow 15
9 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 10
10 | Hermit Thrush 9
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Aerial view of McKellar Island Bird Observatory (Photo John Woodcock)

Intl. Bird Observatory Conference Inspiration and Awe
Bruce Murphy

It was with great excitement and anticipation that | packed my bags, put my posters for my
presentation in the car and pointed the bow south to attend the 2" international bird
observatory conference in Cape May New Jersey. It was going to be a chance to mingle with
birders from across the globe and to learn more about what is happening around the world and
to connect with and learn from banders. | had lot of time to anticipate what was about to
happen as | was travelling 18 hours in a rental not wanting to trust my ageing corolla to the
gathering of banders. Despite all of my musings about how great the conference was going to
be nothing prepared for how wonderful the conference was and how much | was going to learn
in the upcoming week.

It turns out there were 98 banders from as far away as South Korea and Israel quite a gathering
from Europe and Scandinavia and Iceland, Mexico and Costa Rica and a great collection of
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banders from the U.S. and Canada. It was a great opportunity to put faces to names that | had
frequently exchanged information about Saw-whet Owils. It was wonderful to connect with
Canadian banders as well and | met banders from Tadoussac Quebec where we have long been
inspired by their boreal owl banding and we even retrapped a Pine Siskin banded there. From
the West coast | met Anne Nightingale who is the inspiration for the Rocky Point Bird
Observatory where they banded 1,400 Northern Saw-whet Owls this past season. Also in
attendance was Stephane Menu from Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory , Stu Mackenzie from
Long Point Bird Observatory and Patricia Campsall from Lesser Slave Lake Bird Observatory
and Ricky Dunn who needs no introduction.

One of the things | was not prepared for was the absolute parade of jaw dropping inspirational
work that banders are doing around the world and the emphasis so may have on providing
quality educational opportunities to get the public interested in birds. Another takeaway from
the conference was the need to publish as much information as we can to help researchers
understand more about what is happening to birds worldwide and at a local level. Clearly to
write a scientific article for a prestigious journal will require someone with some specific
training but the call for getting information out about bird trends was loud and clear and
perhaps the OBBA newsletter is a perfect place to get more information about what trends we
are noticing here in Ontario. | had always thought we would be waiting for graduate students to
do the writing from our data but we have been urged as banders to get the word out so more
people have a sense of what we are seeing with the hope of informing conservation decisions.
The adage of Partners in Flight “to keep common birds common” may well depend on bird
observatories doing a better job getting their information out to scientists and the public.

Needless to say | am making plans to attend the 3™ International Bird Observatory Conference
and would suggest your observatory should plan on sending some people as well. It will re
inject your organization with vigour and enthusiasm and will show you where you can pat
yourselves and the back and prod you into doing even more. | cannot say enough about it and
as always it was hard to say goodbye to new friends but | was keen to return home with so
many new ideas.

In addition to all of the talks on a mosaic of different topics we had the chance to do some fun
bird watching at Cape May which is a migratory hotspot and a place | have always wanted to
visit and the cape did not disappoint. While touring one of the hawk watch stations | had the
chance with others to take in a movement of over 10,000 Tree Swallows flying over at one time
an experience that | tried to video but feel | really captured deep inside. It is something | had
never experienced before and really drove home the point especially as we know how much
trouble they are in. Keeping common birds common!!! Sometimes dragging myself out of bed
into the cold of 4 am to get to net lanes in time | periodically question why do we band birds? |
am sure you have had people often asking you that very question. After seeing that swarm of
Tree Swallows and thinking of what the future holds and the role bird observatories have
around the world. | will never have trouble answering that question ever again.
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Tree Swallows at Cape May, New Jersey during the International Bird Observatory
Conference.

2" International Bird Observatory Conference, Cape May, New Jersey.
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BSC at the 2" International Bird Observatory Conference
Stuart Mackenzie

For more than one hundred years, bird observatories have been forming all over the world.
Each observatory was forged from a quest for knowledge and they are all unique taking on
forms derived from the local geography and landscapes, local communities and economies, and
of course bird life. Never the less, they all work toward a common purpose — using observation-
based science to improve our lives and the world through a greater appreciation,
understanding and conservation of wildlife, primarily birds.

The first International Bird Observatory Conference was hosted by Falsterbo Bird Observatory
in Sweden in August 2014. Over 100 participants representing 40 bird observatories from six
continents gathered to learn from each other, share knowledge, and develop relationships that
would lead to collaboration over the subsequent years.

On October 26-30, 2017 the world’s observatories flocked together again for the 2"
International Bird Observatory Conference, this time hosted by New Jersey Audubon's Cape
May Bird Observatory (CMBO). One hundred and fifty participants hailing from 5 continents, 15
countries, 24 US States and 4 Canadian Provinces, representing 74 organizations partook in a
jam-packed extended weekend with informative talks, discussions, and socials on all things bird
observatory — research and monitoring, public outreach and education, fundraising,
governance, engagement organizing, and of course conservation.

Given Bird Studies Canada’s genesis as a bird observatory itself, and being home to Long Point
and Thunder Cape Bird Observatory’s, and the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network
(CMMN), BSC was proud to support and participate in the organization of the conference. BSC’s
Migration Program Manager, Stuart Mackenzie, and CMMN Science Committee Chair Ricky
Dunn sat on the Steering Committee and Program Committee and both gave presentations
covering a range of topics such as LPBO’s Road to One Million, Observatory Networks, and the
Motus Wildlife Tracking System. Six Canadian observatories and members of the CMMN were
also represented.

The conference was a great success, and overwhelmingly one of the main benefits for all who
attended was to connect and share with other observatories: sharing knowledge, practices,
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experiences, successes, failures, and friendships between individuals and organizations alike.
The entire event was invigorating and inspiring for all who attended, and the migration
spectacle in beautiful Cape May made all the better. We’re eagerly awaiting the next
opportunity to get together. So where will the next IBOC be held? Switzerland, Israel?

To learn more, or to add your observatory to a global bird observatory repository, visit
www.birdobservatories.com.

With thanks to our many supporters that have contributed to the development of Bird Studies
Canada and our partnering bird observatories that have worked to improve the welfare of birds
in Canada and around the world.

The OBBA Wasserfall Award
Andrew P. Coughlan

The 2017 OBBA Wasserfall Award recipient was the Niipomaki Priddis MAPS Project, Calgary,
AB. The OBBA Wasserfall Award is administered by the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund.

Description and Objectives: To contribute a standardized, constant-effort protocol with a
system of fine mesh nets to capture birds during the summer nesting season. Additionally, we
collect information on their age, sex, body condition and reproductive status. Captured birds
are given a lightweight, numbered aluminum leg band and released unharmed. The subsequent
recapture data provides information on survival, movement patterns.

So far the project has been very successful, seeing our objectives achieved and our long-term
goals surpassed, beyond our expectations. To date, 92 species have been identified at the site,
including those that were captured, observed, or identified only by call; of these, 53 species
have been confirmed to be breeding. Of the twelve target species for the Northwest Region,
seven have been captured, observed, or heard at the site. See the graph below for our yearly
totals. The funds were used to purchase 4 new mist-nets, which have greatly improved our
capture rates. The previous nets were in poor condition, full of repairs and mends that had
resulted in many bird escapes and lowering our catch rate. We are anticipating another
successful year in 2018, with gratitude for this donation.

These three photos show three of the new nets in operation.
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YEAR| 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 TOTAL
SPECIES
Red-naped Sapsucker 8 6 3 2 1 8 3 1 32
Red-naped Sapsucker X 1 1 2
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 2 2 1 6 5 10 9 5 2 42
Downy Woodpecker 2 4 1 1 3 2 8 1 22
Hairy Woodpecker 1 1 1
Northern Flicker 2 1 2 1 3 2 2 1 14
Western Wood-Pewee 7 1 1 3 1 6 3 22
Alder Flycatcher 2 3 2 1 2 8
Least Flycatcher 15 10 6 3 1 6 3 9 4 57
Eastern Phoebe 2 1 1 2 4
Eastern Kingbird 2 1 1 1 2 1 3 3 14
Warbling Vireo 1 2 1
Blue Jay 4 4
Tree Swallow 7 2 5 2 16
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 2 2 1 1 5
Barn Swallow 1 1
Black-capped Chickadee 26 5 14 28 32 9 24 28 14 180
Mountain Chickadee 2 1 1 3
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 1 3 1
House Wren 25 16 8 6 5 12 7 7 7 93
Golden-crowned Kinglet 1 1 2
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 3 1 3
Mountain Bluebird 1 1
Swainson's Thrush 1 1 1 1 3 1 8
American Robin 21 16 11 5 3 6 9 34 14 119
Gray Catbird 1 1 1 3 8 14
Cedar Waxwing 27 29 20 32 12 10 16 16 13 175
Tennessee Warbler 5 4 1 2 4 17 3 14 5 55
Yellow Warbler 8 1 3 4 4 11 4 35
Yellow-rumped Warbler 3 2 1 1 9 1 9 26
American Redstart 1 1
Owvenbird 1 1
Northern Waterthrush 1 1 1 3 3 2 11
Common Yellowthroat 1 1
Cape May Warbler 3 3
Western Tanager 1 1
Chipping Sparrow 6 7 2 2 3 20
Clay-coloured Sparrow 16 9 2 5 8 16 27 11 15 109
Savannah Sparrow 8 1 3 5 2 3 1 5 28
White-throated Sparrow 1 1 1
White-crowned Sparrow 1 1
Song Sparrow 2 2
Lincoln's Sparrow 2 1 2 6 2 3 16
Dark-eyed Junco 1 1
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 2 1 3 3 3
Evening Grosbeak 1 2 2 1
Red-winged Blackbird 32 10 10 8 11 10 18 18 16 133
Brown-headed Cowbird 3 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 1 15
Baltimore Oriole 9 13 1 5 3 23
Purple Finch 1 2 1 3
Pine Siskin 12 4 76 10 2 1 105
American Goldfinch 2 9 4 1 4 2 4 2 28
TOTAL NO. BIRDS 260 158 186 128 93 127 191 211 147 1501
TOTAL NO. SPECIES 31 28 28 27 16 23 37 33 31 52
NET-HRS 390 252 252 252 252 306 306 306 306 2622
CAPTURES/100 NET-HRS 66.7 62.7 73.8 50.8 36.9 41.5 62.4 69.0 48.0 57.2
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WHY BELONG TO THE OBBA?

1. Meet like-minded people who enjoy banding birds by providing a forum for
communication among Ontario banders.

2. Chance to share and compare the results of your banding efforts with others.

3. Receive a newsletter three times a year reporting on current banding activities and
topics of interest to banders.

4. Contribute to and receive the organization’s long running journal — Ontario Bird Banding
- that reports annually on the bird banding activities of its members and read articles on
banding techniques.

5. Take part in an annual general meeting where you can present, listen to and meet guest
speakers and share your banding interests with other banders from across Ontario in a
pleasant social atmosphere.

6. Get opportunities to learn different banding techniques and share knowledge of
different issues and the latest trends in the banding world.

7. Have the chance to recognize extraordinary efforts of individuals through the Janette
Dean Award, or fund your research through the Wasserfall Award.

8. Benefit from the North American Banding Council’s network of activities, training
workshops and certification programs and connection to the Canadian Bird Banding
Office under the Canadian Wildlife Service.

9. Encourage mentorship, share enthusiasm, contribute to knowledge of bird banding and
take part in collaborative projects (such as Mourning Dove and Snow Bunting banding).

10. Most of all = to have FUN while contributing to bird conservation science!

TO JOIN OR RENEW: Please fill out the renewal form, or send the same information along
with payment to Barbara Campbell—barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com. A renewal form is at
the back of this newsletter or can be found online at
http://ontbanding.org/OBBA_Membership form.pdf

RENEW ONLINE — Send the pertinent information to barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com, and
make your payment online here -
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/.

Please specify “membership” in the comments field.
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billreadsbooks@gmail.com

Barbcampbell52@gmail.com
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Ontario Bird Banding Association

CharitableRegistrationN0.873195960RR0001 www.ontbanding.org

2018 Membership Application or Renewal

Name:

Address:

City Prov:

Postal Code: Phone: ( ) -

Email:

NOTE: All correspondence with the OBBA will be electronic. If you wish to
receive a hard-copy of the materials, newsletter and/or journal, you must specify
below.

O Please send me the Newsletter by regular mail
O  Please send me the Journal by regular mail

Membership Category:

O Life Membership ($400)

O Individual/Family/Household ($20)
(o] Student ($10)
(0]

Outside of Canada and United States—$10 mailing surcharge
Additional Donation: $ ,tax receipt issued if $100or more.
Make cheque payable to: Ontario Bird Banding Association

RENEW ONLINE:

https://lwww.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/events/membership/

Or mail to:

Barb Campbell
19 Harwood Lane
Kanata,ON K2K 1X7
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