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COMING EVENTS: 

 

 Ontario Bird Banding Association Meetings, March 7, 2015.  
 Bird Studies Canada Headquarters—Port Rowan, Ontario. www.ontbanding.org  

 Eastern Bird Banding Association Meeting, March 27-29, 2015. 
 Elk Neck State Park, Maryland. www.kek-ee.com/EBBA/Meeting.htm 

 Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch Open House, April 3, 2015.  
 Beamer Conservation Area, Grimsby, Ontario. www.niagarapeninsulahawkwatch.org 

 North American Banding Council Meeting, April 10-13, Baton Rouge, LA.   
 http://www.nabanding.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/NABC_2015_AGM_flyer.pdf 
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In the Company of Banders  
The 2015 Annual General Meeting of the Ontario Bird 
Banding   Association (OBBA) will be held on March 7, 
2015 at the Bird Studies Canada Headquarters in Port 
Rowan, Ontario. There is a variety of great talks    
scheduled and some exciting business to discuss.  
See the Agenda on Page 2. 
 

Bring a sub-permitee or friend !!! 
 
As always, you can help to fill the OBBA newsletter by 
sending us news and events from your banding          
operation, research, or any other interesting notes re-
lated to bird banding in Ontario. 
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SATURDAY MARCH 7, 2015 
 

09:00 – 10:00  Registration and Bucket Raffle 
 
10:00 – 10:20  Business meeting 
   Introductions – Stu Mackenzie 
   President’s Report - Stu Mackenzie  
   Treasurer’s Report – Barbara Campbell 
   Election of an Auditor – Barbara Campbell 

Nominations & Election of 2015 Executive – Barbara Campbell 
 

10:20—10:30  Janette Dean Award—Wasserfall Award 
 

10:30 – 10:45  Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle  
 

10:45 – 11:05  Station Reports 
   Pelee Island Bird Observatory 
   Thunder Cape Bird Observatory 
 

11:05 – 11:20  Canadian Migration Monitoring Network Update 
   Bird Banding Office Update 
   North American Banding Council Update 
 

11:20-11:30  The Motus Wildlife Tracking System 
   Stu Mackenzie 
 

11:30 – 13:00  Lunch and Birding Break (Catered at BSC or on your own in Port Rowan) 
 
13:00 – 13:30 RESEARCH IN A CHANGING ARCTIC:  CONSERVATION BIOLOGY OF THE     

NORTHERN COMMON EIDER DUCK  
 Dr. H. Grant Gilchrist—Environment Canada 
 
13:30 – 14:00  UNDERSTANDING THE MIGRATION AND OVERWINTERING PATTERNS OF GREAT 
   LAKES COMMON TERNS USING GEOLOCATORS. 
 Dave Moore—Environment Canada 
 

14:00 –14:15  Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle 
 

15:15 – 15:45  THE JAMES BAY SHOREBIRD MONITORING PROJECT—NEW INSIGHTS INTO A  
   GLOBALLY IMPORTANT SHOREBIRD STAGING AREA.  
   Christian Friis—Environment Canada 
 

15:45 – 16:45  OPEN DISCUSSION: Challenges for Ontario Bird Banders, and  
   Changes to the OBBA Journal and Membership.    
 
16:45—17:00   Bucket Raffle Draw— End of Annual General Meeting 
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The AGM will be held at the Bird Studies Canada (BSC) headquarters at 115 Front Rd. in Port Rowan.  There 
is a registration fee of $5.00.The meeting will continue to follow a two-day event schedule with the Saturday 
agenda filled with business meetings, station reports and a short scientific program related to bird banding in 
Ontario. The focus of Sunday will be a practical bird banding  session where members  can hone their skills, 
and share information and knowledge with each other. There are always a few surprises!  
 
HOW TO GET TO BSC AND OLD CUT:   
 
BSC and LPBO are situated on the north shore of lake Erie, in Ontario, Canada.  From Highway 401 or High-
way 3, come south on Highway 59 to the north shore of Lake Erie. Front Rd intersects Highway 59 at the base 
of Long Point. The BSC headquarters is approximately 1 km east of Hwy 59 along front Rd.  
 
The LPBO Old Cut Research Station is on Old Cut Blvd. on Long Point, just two streets before Highway 59 ends 
at Long Point Provincial Park. It is the 6th building on the right as you head north on Old Cut Blvd. from High-
way 59. There is a small sign on the front lawn. You can park across the road in the Ministry of Natural       
Resources parking lot.  
 
SHOW AND TELL: Bring anything you think may be of interest to the OBBA membership—special traps,      
interesting pictures, articles or tools.  
 
BUCKET RAFFLE: As in previous years a bucket raffle will be held. Any member wishing to donate a prize 
should bring it to the meeting, or if they prefer contact any board member.  
 

SATURDAY March 7, 2015  
 

17:00  - 22:00  Social at Long Point Bird Observatory (LPBO) Old Cut Research Station.  
 

Dinner: 18:30, BYOB 
 

SUNDAY March 8, 2015 
 

07:00 – 12:00  Winter Bird Banding —LPBO Old Cut Research Station 
 

09:00 – 12:00  Skill building, Show and Tell, Specimen Examination (same location as banding)   
 
12:00   Close of Conference 

LOCATION AND DETAILS: 
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ACCOMMODATIONS: 

BED AND BREAKFASTS - ALL LISTED AT www.bbcanada.com: 
Abigail’s Bed and Breakfast edgewood@kwic.com  519-586-8777 

The Bay House www.thebayhousebb.com  519-586-3337 

Brambles Bed and Breakfast taylorpm@amtelecom.net 519-586-917 

Brookvale Bed and Breakfast Ltd. brookvale@amtelecom.net 519-586-9155    

The Coach House on Erie  (519) 586-2832 

Country Garden Bed and Breakfast www.bbcanada.com/3603.html1-877-310-5133 

The Peacock Roost (519) 586-9607  

Seasons House mmudford@sympatico.ca 519-586-7096 

Green Valley Bed & Breakfast (519) 586-3799 

Kinda Cute  519-586-9744 or  1-866-900-1104 (toll free)  

Marsh Landing Bed and Breakfast mfoster7@aol.com 519-586-7777 

MOTELS: There are also a number of motels in nearby Simcoe.  

LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY—OLD CUT RESEARCH STATION: 
  There is also  space available for $35/night. If you would like to stay at Old Cut contact Stu Mackenzie 

as soon as possible at smackenzie@birdscanada.org.  

 
BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS: 
Coffee and donuts will be served throughout the day.  There will be a catered lunch at BSC or you can do your 
own thing. The cost will be between 10 and $15 and payable at registration.  
 
EVENING SOCIAL / DINNER: 
On the Saturday evening there will be a social at  LPBO’S Old Cut Research Station following the meeting. A 
meal will be served between 18:30 and 19:00.  The cost will be in the range of $15-20 per person, with the 
actual cost being announced at the meeting, and will be payable at registration.  Members and guests plan-
ning to attend are encouraged to BYOB. 
 

FOOD AND SOCIAL: 

http://www.bbcanada.com
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BIRDERS AND BANDERS WANTED:  

Canadian Migration Monitoring Network (CMMN) stations across the country, many of which are in Ontario, 
are looking for birders and banders who are interested in gaining the experience of a lifetime volunteering or 
working for the birds. Visit the CMMN web-site –www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/cmmn/ for more          
information about stations near you and opportunities offered. Population trends, seasonal abundance 
graphs, and other summary statistics from the CMMN are available from Nature Counts at 
www.naturecounts.ca.   

Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory— Station Scientist—visit www.bpbo.ca for more details. 
 
 
 

Long Point Bird Observatory is looking for keen teen birders to apply for the 2012 Doug Tarry Natural History 
Fund - Young Ornithologist Workshop to be held from Saturday, August 1 to Sunday, August 9. Participants 
will receive hands-on training in field ornithology including bird banding, censusing, field identification,     
birding trips, preparing museum specimens, guest lectures, and more! Six of Canada's most promising        
ornithologists between the ages of 13-17 will be selected to attend, and will receive the Doug Tarry Bird 
Study Award to cover all on-site expenses. For those traveling long distances, special grants may also be   
available to help offset air travel costs. Applications are due April 30, 2015. For more information and an   
application form, contact us at lpbo@birdscanada.org, or visit www.birdscanada.org/longpoint. 

 
 
 

Are you or someone you know an enthusiastic bird bander in Ontario? The OBBA board of directors is        
interested in attracting new individuals who may be interested in contributing to bird banding in Ontario.      
If you’re interested or have a potential nomination in mind contact Stu Mackenzie: 
stu.a.mackenzie@gmail.com.  

KEEN TEEN BIRDERS AND BANDERS WANTED:  

OBBA BOARD NOMINATIONS WANTED:  

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THE JANETTE DEAN AWARD 
 

 Every year the OBBA gives the Janette Dean award to individuals that have made outstanding contributions 
to bird banding in Ontario. If you would like to nominate a fellow bander to receive the Janette Dean Award, 
send a written nomination with a brief explanation of the candidate’s qualifications to Stu Mackenzie—
smackenzie@birdscanada.org.  

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP WITH THE OBBA TODAY! 
 

Please fill out the renewal form on the next page to make your contribution to the Ontario Bird Banding 
Community or contact Barbara Campbell—Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca 

OBBA JOURNAL 
Printed copies of the OBBA journal will no longer be available at to members at the AGM. If you wish to     

receive a print copy, you must specify in your membership renewal. 

http://www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/cmmn/
http://www.naturecounts.ca
http://www.bpbo.ca
http://www.birdscanada.org/longpoint.
mailto:mailto:stu.a.mackenzie@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:smackenzie@birdscanada.org
mailto:mailto:Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca
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Dr. Allan John Baker was hired by the Royal       
Ontario Museum (ROM) as Assistant Curator of 
Ornithology in 1972. He became Associate Curator 
and Head of the Ornithology Department in 1976, 
and was promoted to full Curator in 1981. In 1995, 
he became head of the ROM’s newly established 
Centre for Biodiversity and Conservation Biology, 
and subsequently became Head of the                
Department of Natural History in 2004. Allan was 
also a cross-appointed Professor at the University 
of Toronto, beginning his career there in 1976. He 
was appointed as an Assistant Professor of        
Zoology 1984, became a full Professor in 1989, 
and throughout his career supervised 29 graduate 
students and 14 Post-doctoral Fellows. 
 
Allan played an important role in the ultimate 
modernization of avian systematics not just at the 
Museum but in the global ornithological            
community. He established an internationally    
renowned research program in avian evolution, 
pioneering several methodologies that resulted in 
landmark papers and put him at the forefront of 
his field. He was also heavily involved in the      
education, taxonomy and conservation of            
migratory shorebirds in the Western Hemisphere 
and endangered kiwis in his native New Zealand. 
His research program took him all over the world, from Africa to Alaska, from the Canadian Arctic to Argen-
tina. He published 188 papers in peer-reviewed journals, numerous popular articles and books.  
 
In 1995, Allan coordinated an expedition to Rio Grande, Tierra del Fuego, Argentina to band wintering Red 
Knots, rufa subspecies. The success of this expedition lead to the international banding program of Red Knots 
we see today with additional banding programs along the eastern flyway in Chile, Brazil, United States and 
Canada. At its peak, over 10% of the rufa subspecies was banded and colour marked. Allan’s goal was to    
better understand population differentiation and conservation issues along the flyway and allow for greater 
recognition and protection for this endangered species. 
 

Allan is survived by his wife, Sue, and his two sons Daniel (Jenny) and Ben (Jean Marie). 

 

Cathy Dutton and Mark Peck 

Allan John Baker (1943-2014) – In Memoriam  

Photo: Yvonne Verkuil  
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After a pretty dismal finch flight last winter, the Canadian Wildlife Service is once again 

initiating a pilot project this fall/winter on winter finches in Ontario. We are looking for 

outermost primary (P1) feathers from Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Grosbeaks, and Common 

Redpolls, to conduct stable isotope analysis to determine potential breeding or natal sites 

for these species. Additionally, we would be interested in any age, sex, or morphological 

data recorded during handling (i.e. wing chord, bill or tarsus measurements, weight, 

etc.). If you band numbers of these species in a typical winter and would be willing to 

participate in the collection of feathers, please contact Kevin Hannah via email 

(Kevin.Hannah@ec.gc.ca), or by phone (613) 991-9903 to have their names added to my 

collection permit. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Winter Finch Project 

Reporting Marked Ringed-billed Gulls 

If you observe a marked Ring-billed 
Gull, please report it to  

gull.uqam.ca 

Photos:  Stu Mackenzie  

mailto:Kevin.Hannah@ec.gc.ca
gull.uqam.ca
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Stuart A. Mackenzie1 and Marcel Gahbauer2,3 

1 Long Point Bird Observatory – Bird Studies Canada, 2 McGill Bird Observatory – Migration Research Foundation 
 

As responsible bird banders, we must anticipate, mitigate and minimize any potential danger to the birds we 
capture and process. There is always the potential to catch larger than normal numbers of birds and          
contingency plans should be in place to ensure that bird safety is never compromised. The purpose of most 
banding operations is to sample a population, which does not include capturing every possible bird. Certainly 
large numbers of birds can be caught and banded safely, but there is a fine line between a safe operation and 
a potentially harmful one. Ensuring bird safety requires training, constant vigilance and assessment of our 
actions.  
 

The purpose of this article is to provide guidelines to help manage busy situations outside a bander’s normal 
comfort zone. Depending on the site, a busy day could be 50, 100, or 500+ birds. When faced with a busy 
day, big net round, or any stressful situation, remember that the key to handling these situations is to remain 
calm, proceed in an organized and efficient manner, and respond proactively to potential concerns.  
 

Admittedly this article is limited in scope to landbirds, but there are undoubtedly parallels to other groups. 
We encourage banders of other groups of birds, particularly shorebirds, to publish similar guidelines on best 
practices. 
 

Be Prepared 
 

Being ever-prepared to handle big days, or a big 
rush, can drastically improve efficiency and     
overall safety of birds on both the busy and not 
so busy days. An appropriate guideline to follow 
is to only handle what you can safely band. It is 
important that everyone know their own limits 
and strive to work within them. Taking               
responsibility and managing a banding operation 
to meet that goal should keep you in good shape 
to safely manage busy and potentially stressful 
situations. Depending on the site, it may be      
important for protocols to specifically address 
preferred methods or deviations in busy        
situations to maintain data integrity while              
prioritizing bird safety. 

Guidelines for prioritizing bird safety during high capture events. 

Reprinted from North American Bird Bander Vol 39. No. 2. 61-65. 
To read the full article visit— 
http://www.nabanding.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Mackenzie-and-Gahbauer.-NABB.-2014.-
Guidelines-for-prioritizing-bird-safety-during-high-capture-events.pdf 

Photo:  Stu Mackenzie  

http://www.nabanding.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Mackenzie-and-Gahbauer.-NABB.-2014.-Guidelines-for-prioritizing-bird-safety-during-high-capture-events.pdf
http://www.nabanding.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Mackenzie-and-Gahbauer.-NABB.-2014.-Guidelines-for-prioritizing-bird-safety-during-high-capture-events.pdf


Page 9 OBBA Newsletter 

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do 
not necessarily  represent the  views and opinions of the OBBA or its management.  

The Ontario Bird Banding Association is a non-profit, membership-driven and inclusive organization            
representing the interests of all amateur and 'professional' bird banders across Ontario.  

If you band birds in Ontario, for any reason, you should be a member!  
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION (2014-2015)  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

President Stuart Mackenzie smackenzie@birdscanada.org 

Immediate Past President David Okines 
  

davidokines@aol.com 

1st Vice President Norm North 
 

north@execulink.com  

2nd Vice President Jim Smith benavis@sympatico.ca 

Recording Secretary Bill Read 
  

billreadsbooks@gmail.com 

Treasurer/ 
Membership Secretary 

Barbara Campbell 
 

Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca 

 
 
 
 

Directors at Large  

Bruce Murphy 

 
birdboy@eastlink.ca  

Garth Baker birdguy69@gmail.com 

Chip Weseloh Chip.weseloh@yahoo.com 

Myles Falconer 
 

mfalconer@birdscanada.org 

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 

Ontario Bird Banding Editor Garth Baker birdguy69@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Stuart Mackenzie smackenzie@birdscanada.org 
 

OBBA Rep. to LPBO Jim Smith benavis@sympatico.ca 

Bird Banding Office  
Rep. To OBBA 

Lesley-Anne Howes 
 

lesley-anne.howes@ec.gc.ca  

WEB Master Barbara Ferris finally@hay.net 

OBBA Rep. To North American 
Banding Council 

Norm North north@execulink.com 

mailto:mailto:benavis@sympatico.ca
mailto:mailto:davidokines@aol.com
mailto:mailto:north@execulink.com
mailto:mailto:v
mailto:mailto:billreadsbooks@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:mail%20to%20:%20Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca
mailto:birdboy@eastlink.ca
mailto:mailto:birdguy69@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:chip.weseloh@yahoo.com
mailto:mailto:mfalconer@birdscanada.org
mailto:mailto:birdguy69@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:smackenzie@birdscanada.org
mailto:mailto:benavis@sympatico.ca
mailto:mailto:lesley-anne.howes@ec.gc.ca
mailto:mailto:north@execulink.com
mailto:mailto:north@execulink.com
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Ontario Bird Banding Association 
 

 

CharitableRegistrationNo.873195960RR0001 www.ontbanding.org 
 
 

2015 Membership Application or Renewal 
 

 
Name:   

 

Address:   
 
 
 
 

City Prov:   

 

Postal Code:   Phone: ( )  -  

 

Email:     

 
NOTE: All correspondence with the OBBA will be  electronic. If you wish to receive a hard-copy 

of the materials,  newsletter and/or journal, you must specify below. 

 

O      Please send me the Newsletter by regular mail 
 O      Please send me the Journal by regular mail 
 

Membership Category: 

 
O      Life Member($400), tax receipt issued 

 
O      Individual/Family/Household ($20) 

             O       Student ($10) 

O      Outside of Canada and United States—$10 mailing surcharge 
 

Additional Donation: $ ,tax receipt issued if $10or more. 
 
Make cheque payable to: Ontario Bird Banding Association 

 
Mail to: Barb Campbell 
 19 Harwood Lane 

  Kanata,ON K2K 1X7 
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http://www.ontbanding.org/

