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The OBBA suffered great losses this past year with
the passing of many long-standing OBBA members
including founder and shining light, David Hussell.
See brief accounts of their lives and contributions to
the OBBA within.
As always, you can help to fill the OBBA newsletter
by sending us news and events from your banding
operation, research, or any other interesting notes
related to bird banding in Ontario.

COMING EVENTS:
 Ontario Bird Banding Association Meetings, February 27, 2016.
Bird Studies Canada Headquarters—Port Rowan, Ontario.
www.ontbanding.org


Christmas Bird Count Period - December 14, 2015 to January 5, 2016
 Great Backyard Bird Count - February 12-15, 2016
Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch Open House, March 25, 2016.
Beamer Conservation Area, Grimsby, Ontario. www.niagarapeninsulahawkwatch.org
 Eastern Bird Banding Association Meeting, April 8-9, 2016.
Blackwater Falls State Park in Davis, West Virginia, http://www.easternbirdbanding.org/
 North American Banding Council Meeting, April 1-2, Lake Jackson, TX.
www.nabanding.net
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A Tribute to Dr. David J.T. Hussell (1934-2015)
by Jon McCracken

David Hussell was part of the spirited team of banders who ventured out to the Tip of Long Point in Fall,
1959 to investigate the site’s potential as a banding station. A wise visionary from the outset, David soon
had it in his mind that migration monitoring would prove a useful tool for tracking bird population
changes. Shortly thereafter, the Long Point Bird Observatory (LPBO) operation was born.
LPBO is the oldest research station of its type in the Western Hemisphere. David’s contributions were
extraordinary. He was not only one of the Observatory’s founders – he also served as the Chair of the
Board, and then as the first Executive Director, from 1974-1982. David continued to be involved in LPBO
and Bird Studies Canada research activities during his subsequent employment as a Research Scientist
for the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, and later throughout his retirement. For more than five
decades, he maintained a close involvement in the Observatory’s programs, especially in the field of
migration monitoring, as well as Tree Swallow research.
David is widely regarded as a founding father of migration monitoring in North America. He was
instrumental in developing LPBO and its programs, and he played major roles in developing the Thunder
Cape, Innis Point, and Prince Edward Point bird observatories, as well as helping champion the
development of the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network. He developed the first analytical
approaches to calculating population trend estimates of migrating birds, and developed guidance
documents that we still use today for establishing migration monitoring stations. Most recently, he had
a big hand in developing the ‘Raptor Population Index’ for hawk monitoring stations across the
continent. Indeed, when you think about trickle-down effects, David played some sort of pioneering role
in the development of all migration monitoring stations in North America.
David was also among one of the first to recognize, promote, and celebrate the exceptional
contributions that volunteers can make as “Citizen Scientists” to the study of birds, whether at migration
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monitoring stations or through other types of surveys like breeding bird atlas projects, the Canadian
Lakes Loon
Survey, Project FeederWatch, heronry inventories, or surveys of beached birds. He figured that
volunteers could be motivated to help in other ways too, including fundraising. He proved it by creating
the Baillie Birdathon in 1976 (North America’s oldest sponsored bird count, known today as the Great
Canadian Birdathon). To date, Birdathon participants have raised more than $5 million for over 600
worthy bird conservation and research projects across the country.
In the process of all this, David served as a trainer and mentor for dozens of young biologists – many of
whom have since gone on to pursue distinguished professional careers. In the mid-1970s, together with
his wife Erica Dunn, he created the Young Ornithologists’ Workshop (YOW) at Long Point, which I think is
one of his most important legacies. Most of the teens who have graduated from the YOW program have
gone on to obtain degrees in biology, and are making strong contributions to science and conservation.
And more are on the horizon.
Last but not least, David also enriched the lives of lots of professional colleagues. They’ve awarded him
with many official accolades, including lifetime achievement awards from the Society of Canadian
Ornithologists, Hawk Migration Association of North America, Ontario Field Ornithologists, Ontario Bird
Banding Association, and the Linnaean Society of New York.
On his way to becoming a biologist, David first trained as a civil engineer. I can’t help but think that this
engineering mindset helped shape his natural ability to design and tinker with things – big and small –
contributing to elements that showed up later in his distinguished career as a scientist.
Like all trailblazers, David’s path is a tough act to follow. But once you’ve taken up the roadmap, you’ll
find that the sign posts he laid down serve as clear stepping stones to the future.

You can help perpetuate David Hussell’s vision by making a donation to the Hamilton Community
Foundation's ‘Cygnus Fund’ in support of LPBO (http://hamiltoncommunityfoundation.ca/giving), or to
LPBO’s Endowment Fund via the CanadaHelps site (https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/birdstudies-canada).
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Jim Woodford
Jim Woodford, a lifelong birdwatcher, naturalist, and environmentalist, passed away on March 14,
2015. Jim was one of the founding pioneers of Long Point Bird Observatory. Jim and his wife Pat were
part of the small group of birders and banders who first visited the Tip of Long Point on Thanksgiving
weekend 1959, and who went on to launch the observatory in the spring of 1960. Jim and Pat were
actively involved in all aspects of developing and running the observatory in its early years. They
remained keen supporters of LPBO in the ensuing decades.
Jim was a former executive director of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists (now Ontario Nature)
and authored several books. After retiring in 1995 from conservation-related work and writing, he
earned a diploma in addictions counselling. He went on to work in the detox units at Toronto
Western and St. Michael’s hospitals, and volunteered with Hospice Orillia and at Orillia Soldiers’
Memorial Hospital. Jim will be fondly remembered and missed by those who knew him.
Jim and his wife Pat received the Janette Dean Award in 2006.
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Donald E. Fowler
Don passed away peacefully at the St. Thomas-Elgin General Hospital on Friday, July 31st, 2015, in his
87th year. Don was a beloved husband and best friend of Sheila Eileen (Sutherland) Fowler.
Don was born in St. Thomas on September 3rd, 1928, son of the late Harry Philip and Laura May
(Wilton) Fowler. He was retired from Crown Controls Manufacturing Ltd. Don was the past president
of the St. Thomas Field Naturalists and was involved in the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Association and
the Ontario Bird Banding Association. Almost every morning from mid-August through November you
would find Don perched on the edge of Hawk Cliff.
Don was a recipient of the Jannette Dean Award alongside Sheila in 2010.

Don and Shelia Fowler with their Janette Dean Award in 2010.
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George Fairfield
On May 29, 2015, George Morris Fairfield of Toronto passed away peacefully and comfortably at home with
his loving family. An avid birdwatcher, naturalist and kind-hearted man, George will be greatly missed by his
devoted and beloved wife of 61 years, Jean Fairfield, daughter Jennifer, son-in-law Richard and grandson
William (Herman), daughter Janet and son-in-law Ken (Carnovale), and sister Jean and nephew Neil (Robinson).
Employed for 38 years at Ontario Power Generation, he began by working in remote areas of Ontario as a
hydro surveyor, with his career culminating as a labour relations negotiator.
George was an early member of the Long Point Bird Observatory and the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. His
lifelong passion for the outdoors is revealed in his books Wild Places in Canada and Ashbridge’s Bay and in the
Newsletter he founded for the Toronto Ornithological Club.
George contributed decades of field work toward the scientific study of birds. He happily shared his pursuits
with others as a leader of wildlife expeditions.
George was the very first recipient of the Janette Dean Award in 1996.

The Fairfield family at the Tip of Long Point.
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Promoting Sound and Ethical Banding
Principles and Techniques
North American Banding Council Annual Report to the OBBA
by Ian Ausprey and Stu Mackenzie
BACKGROUND
Since its founding in 1998 the North American Banding Council’s mission has been to promote sound and
ethical banding principles and techniques. NABC is composed of representatives from the major
ornithological societies, bird banding organizations, US and Canadian governments, and the banding
community at large and advances its mission through a suite of comprehensive instructional manuals,
trainings, and professional evaluations and opportunities for certification. Manuals and supporting
information are available at NABC’s website: www.nabanding.net.
DEFINITIONS OF REPORT LANGUAGE
Evaluation: A comprehensive, professional examination of a bander’s field skills and knowledge. Through a
rigorous written exam and field practical, NABC determines whether a candidate is eligible for certification
at the Bander or Trainer levels.
Certification: Professional recognition by NABC of a bander’s skills and knowledge.
Assistant Bander: An individual certified by NABC and found to possess the skills and knowledge
required to assist a certified Bander or Trainer in operating a banding station.
Bander: An individual certified by NABC and found to possess the skills and knowledge required to
safely, reliably, and independently operate a banding station.
Trainer: A certified Bander found to possess exceptional skill and teaching ability. Only Trainers may
evaluate candidates during Evaluations.



ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITES FOR 2014
Certification
- Landbird certifications sessions held in Mexico, Belize, Saskatchewan, Ontario, PA, CA.
- Landbird certifications awarded: 3 Trainer, 17 Bander, 11 Assistant
- Waterfowl certification session held in Ontario. Discussions are underway for work in Pensylvania and
other states.
- The first NABC shorebird certification and workshop session is planned for September 12 in Maryland at
the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Group meeting.


-

Publications
NABC’s comprehensive Banding Curriculum consisting of text and power point presentations is
completed, reviewed, and available for use by the public. The Curriculum will be posted on the National
Conservation Training Center website this year. It is also available on CDs.
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-

NABC Guidelines for Photography and Social Media were published in a recent issue of North American
Bird Bander.
- NABC article “Guidelines to prioritizing bird safety during high volume events - e.g. How to Handle a Big
Day” was published in North American Bird Bander in June 2014.
- A new manual for working with nest box species is nearly finished and will be posted on NABC’s website
soon.
- New manuals for woodpeckers, waterbirds, waterfowl, and seabirds are in draft stage.
 Outreach
- NABC’s Facebook has been active, with 42 posts over 2014. The site attracts a total of 639 “likes” from
45 countries, with 45% from USA, 26% from Latin America, and 16% from Canada.
- NABC poster presented at the 2014 International Bird Observatory Conference Meeting (Sweden), 2014
Northeast Region Partners in Flight Meeting, and 2015 Ontario Bird Banding Association Meeting.
 Training
- 15 NABC-related banding training programs exist in USA, Canada, Mexico, Costa Rica, Colombia, and
Perú.
- NABC banding training workshops for 2014 were held in the USA and Belize.
 Awards
- The 2014 Fleming Award was presented to Bob Yunick.
2015 ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

-

-



US Bird Banding Lab (BBL) report by Bruce Peterjohn:
BBL continues to face cuts with staff and budget reduced by 20-25%.
Developing an electronic permitting process.
Considering the termination of the toll-free band reporting phone line given that returns are increasingly
reported on the website.
In process of signing an agreement with Canada and Mexico regarding Mexico’s new banding scheme in
development.
BBL will be required to undergo a NEPA Environmental Assessment in which the costs and benefits of bird
banding will be assessed. Public comments on results from the future EA will be sought, and Bruce
requested future comments from NABC.
BBL is interested in improving basic knowledge of banding skills and regulations for permit holders.
Considering a short online pass/fail quiz as a requirement for permit applications and requested assistance
from NABC in developing it.
HPAI bird flu has been reported by the Pacific and Central Flyways. Bruce reminded Council that Master
Bander permit holders are liable for transmission.
Inaugural shorebird certification discussed extensively and recommendations made by council
SUMMARY OF NABC’S MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO ORNITHOLOGY
 Written 6 comprehensive manuals for banders working with multiple taxa:
- The North American Banders' Study Guide
- The Instructors' Guide to Training Passerine Bird Banders in North America
- The North American Banders' Manual for Banding Passerines and Near-passerines,
Raptors, Hummingbirds, and Shorebirds.
All manuals are freely available on NABC’s website www.nabanding.net.
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Certified over 420 individuals at the Assistant Bander, Bander and/or Trainer level. These ornithologists
now work in academia and with NGOs and the government and practice high standards that ensure bird
safety and reliable data. Many individuals participate in NABC evaluations and training sessions, passing on
their skill to new banders.



Certified 30+ biologists working in Latin America. Recognizing the need for increasing the capacity of
biologists throughout the Americas NABC has certified Latin American biologists from seven countries
through evaluations held Costa Rica, El Salvador, Mexico, Canada, and the United States. These individuals
highly value their certification, acknowledging the professional status it displays for their home
organizations and governments. In many Latin American countries NABC certification also provides a direct
benefit in support of receiving a banding permit. Many of these individuals now hold leadership positions
within the Latin American ornithological and conservation communities.



Maintained formal relationships with the US and Canada banding offices. The Chiefs of the two banding
offices sit on the Council as ex officio members. Their presence ensures that the banding community
remains up to date on banding regulations.



Ensured that bird safety and data quality remain paramount. Bird banding is an essential and invaluable
technique for ornithologists and requires skilled biologists. Through its manuals, evaluations, and outreach,
NABC is the principal organization in North America whose primary focus is to promote ethical practices
relating to bird banding.

2015 NABC Crew in Baton Rouge, LA.
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First North American Banding Council Shorebird Workshop
and Certification Session.
by Cheri Gratto-Trevor and Lesley Howes
The first North American Banding Council (NABC) shorebird bander training and certification workshop was
held on 12 September 2015 (0930-1500) in conjunction with the 6th Western Hemisphere Shorebird Group
meeting at Wallops Island, Virginia. This classwork only session was chaired by Lesley Howes (Canadian Bird
Banding Office), Cheri Gratto-Trevor (Environment Canada) and Eveling Tavera Fernandez (Simon Fraser
University). Topics presented included an overview of NABC and the certification process, bands and
equipment, and use of nanotags (Stu Mackenzie), legal responsibilities, health and safety, data management
and sharing (Bruce Peterjohn), ethical and scientific standards, auxiliary markers, and the Pan American
Shorebird Program (Lesley Howes), shorebird capture (Jennie Rausch, Eveling Fernandez, Patricia Gonzalez),
use of geolocators and feathers/blood collection (David Mizrahi), use of satellite transmitters (Lee Tibbitts),
and shorebird identification, moult, aging, sexing and standard measurements (Cheri Gratto-Trevor). Including
presenters, 38 people attended the workshop, from ten countries. Sixteen participants wrote the NABC
shorebird certification exam. Fifteen people passed the exam and will qualify for certification at assistant,
bander or trainer level once they have met all certification criteria in terms of practical experience for their
level. A Shorebird banders checklist and certification criteria for shorebird assistant banders, banders and
trainers have been developed and will be available on our website shortly www.NABanding.net.

2015 NABC Shorebird and Certifcation Workshop in Chinquteague, VA.
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2014 OBBA Wasserfall Award
In honour of the late Bill Wasserfall, the OBBA is awarding bird conservation projects in Canada that utilize
banding small awards administered through the J.L. Baillie Memorial Fund. To learn more visit
http://www.birdscanada.org/about/funding/jlbmf/
The 2014 award was recipient was the Camrose Wildlife and Stewardship Society for their project entitled
Migration Ecology of Purple Martins Nesting in East-Central Alberta. The funds were used to purchase
geolocators that revealed valuable information about the birds life cycles.
For more information see a short paper published online at:
http://www.augustana.ualberta.ca/files/group/373/2014%20PM%20Update%20%20Geolocators%20and%20Camrose%20PMs.pdf
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BIRDERS AND BANDERS WANTED:
Canadian Migration Monitoring Network (CMMN) stations across the country, many of which are in
Ontario, are looking for birders and banders who are interested in gaining the experience of a lifetime
volunteering or working for the birds. Visit the CMMN web-site –
www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/cmmn/ for more
information about stations near you and
opportunities offered. Population trends, seasonal abundance graphs, and other summary statistics
from the CMMN are available from Nature Counts at www.naturecounts.ca.

OBBA BOARD NOMINATIONS WANTED:
Are you or someone you know an enthusiastic bird bander in Ontario? The OBBA board of directors is
interested in attracting new individuals who may be interested in contributing to bird banding in
Ontario. If you’re interested or have a potential nomination in mind contact Stu Mackenzie:
stu.a.mackenzie@gmail.com.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THE JANETTE DEAN AWARD
Every year the OBBA gives the Janette Dean award to individuals that have made outstanding
contributions to bird banding in Ontario. If you would like to nominate a fellow bander to receive the
Janette Dean Award, send a written nomination with a brief explanation of the candidate’s
qualifications to Stu Mackenzie—smackenzie@birdscanada.org.

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP WITH THE OBBA TODAY!
Please fill out the renewal form on the next page to make your contribution to the Ontario Bird
Banding Community or contact Barbara Campbell—Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca

OBBA JOURNAL
Printed copies of the OBBA journal will no longer be available at to members at the AGM. If you wish
to receive a print copy, you must specify in your membership renewal

OBBA NEWSLETTERS
All historical OBBA newsletters are now published online at www.ontbanding.org

FALL 2015

ISSN 1485-4893

P a g e | 13

OBBA Newsletter

ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION (2015-2016)
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
President

Stuart Mackenzie

smackenzie@birdscanada.org

Immediate Past President

David Okines

david.okines@gmail.com

1st Vice President

Bruce Murphy

birdboy@eastlink.ca

2nd Vice President

Jim Smith

benavis@sympatico.ca

Recording Secretary

Bill Read

billreadsbooks@gmail.com

Treasurer/
Membership Secretary

Barbara Campbell

Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca

Garth Baker

birdguy69@gmail.com

Chip Weseloh

Chip.weseloh@yahoo.com

Myles Falconer

mfalconer@birdscanada.org

Amanda Guercio

aguercio@gmail.com

Directors at Large

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS
Ontario Bird Banding Editor

Garth Baker

birdguy69@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Amanda Guercio

aguercio@gmail.com

OBBA Rep. to LPBO

Jim Smith

benavis@sympatico.ca

Bird Banding Office
Rep. To OBBA

Lesley-Anne Howes

lesley.howes@ec.gc.ca

WEB Master

Barbara Ferris

finally@hay.net

OBBA Rep. To North American
Banding Council

Norm North

north@execulink.com
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Ontario Bird Banding Association
www.ontbanding.org

CharitableRegistrationNo.873195960RR0001

2015/2016 Membership Application or Renewal
Name:
Address:

City

Prov:

Postal Code:

Phone: (

)

-

Email:
NOTE: All correspondence with the OBBA will be electronic. If you wish to receive a hard-copy
of the materials, newsletter and/or journal, you must specify below.

O
O

Please send me the Newsletter by regular mail
Please send me the Journal by regular mail

Membership Category:
O

Life Member($400), tax receipt issued

O

Individual/Family/Household ($20)

O
O

Student ($10)
Outside of Canada and United States—$10 mailing surcharge

Additional Donation: $ ,tax receipt issued if $10or more.
Make cheque payable to: Ontario Bird Banding Association
Mail to: Barb Campbell
19 Harwood Lane
Kanata,ON K2K 1X7
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