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COMING EVENTS:  
   
 

 Ruthven is for the Birds Festival, September 27, 2014. www.ruthvenpark.ca 

 
 Ontario Bird Banding Association Annual General Meeting, March 7-8, 2015.  

Bird Studies Canada Headquarters, Port Rowan, Ontario.  www.ontbanding.org  
 

 Baillie Birdathon: May 2015. Support your local bird observatory or the OBBA by sponsoring the 

OBBA’s Birdathoner!  For more information visit: www.birdscanada.org/support/birdathon. 
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OBBA Members, 
 
This newsletter is jam-packed with information to inform and 
educate Ontario banders. Inside you’ll find a note on the last 
Janette Dean award winner, David Okines, a summary of the the 
2014 Waterfowl workshop and certification at Rice Lake, and 
Photographic Guidelines for banders. 
 
As always, you can help to fill the OBBA newsletter by sending us 
news and events from your banding operation, research, or any 
other interesting notes related to bird banding in Ontario. 

 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL! Please consider renewing your 

membership to the OBBA. Contact Barb Campbell 
Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca 
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Janette Dean was a bird bander from Ottawa who sadly passed away whilst still very young. As a bander she 

devoted a lot of her time and energy in encouraging and training young people. In the mid 90's, OBBA, in        

consultation with Janette Dean’s daughters, Tracey and Joanne, decided to dedicate an award in Janette’s 

name.  The award is available for presentation annually to an individual who has made a significant              

contribution to bird banding in Ontario.  

 
David Okines had an early and quite unique 

start to birding.  He first became interested 

in birds at a tender age (about 6), while    

living in Hastings, England. What first caught 

his attention was the series of birds profiled 

on peanut butter jars. Then he started 

watching the birds in his garden and in the 

woods and field around his house.  After a 

short while he noticed that some of the 

birds in his garden had a metal ring on their 

leg. This really got his attention and it      

wasn’t long before he had rigged up a trap 

to catch the birds to see what was on the 

ring. He soon perfected his trapping       

technique and found out how to report the birds he was catching.  It took less than a year for the British 

Trust for Ornithology (BTO) to notice that there were an unusual number of ringed birds being reported by a 

certain person, which prompted them to drop in for a visit.  Fortunately, rather than give him a hard time 

about illegally trapping birds, the BTO officer had the foresight to put David in touch with a local licensed 

bander who took him on as a trainee. Needless to say David became hooked on ringing. 

Once he was old enough he qualified for his C permit, and then his A permit, and eventually became certified 

at the Trainer level in Britain. While in Britain he ringed extensively at several bird observatories, including 

Dungeness on the southeast coast, Bardsey in Wales, and Cape Clear in  Ireland. His Canadian banding career 

started in the 1990s, with several stints as a volunteer bander at various bird observatories including Thunder 

Cape, Long Point, and Bruce Peninsula in Ontario, and Vaseaux Lake in BC, and Everglades National Park.   
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David Okines. 



 

In the fall of 2001, David became the Bander-in Charge at Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory, and         

continued there in the position of station manager until this past year, when he took a sabbatical to find out 

what his home property looked like in spring and fall. David served as the OBBA representative on the North 

American Banding Council (NABC) for several years and is a NABC certified trainer.  He has been on the board 

of OBBA since 2002, and is currently Past President of the Eastern Bird Banding Association. 

 

His banding skills are very diverse.  Recently he has become more involved in waterfowl banding, including 

helping to run the annual waterfowl banding workshops and associated NABC waterfowl certification         

sessions; he has banded geese in the arctic and has been out with the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) 

airboat duck banding crew.  He has also helped Long Point Waterfowl with the capture of Long-tailed Ducks, 

Scaup and Wood Ducks for satellite or local 

transmitter work.  He also bands hummingbirds 

and each year introduces hummingbird banding 

to young teens on the Long Point Bird              

Observatory Young Ornithologists Workshop.   

Locally he bands other birds on his property, 

helps run a fall raptor banding station and bands 

wintering Snow Buntings for the Canadian Snow 

Bunting Network. 

David is always keen to learn new banding tech-

niques and band new species.  He has banded an 

incredible number of birds. There is an old     

saying that “a bird in the hand is worth two in 

the bush”.  David has taken that a few steps fur-

ther.  He believes that if there are ten birds in a 

mist net, and one left in the bush then we 

should have been more vigilant and caught the         

eleventh. 

In closing, the board and I congratulate David on 

this very well deserved award. 
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David Okines teaching a Young Ornithologist how to band a hummingbird. 
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The 2014 Waterfowl Banding Workshop was held at Elmhurst Resort at Rice Lake, Ontario this past July.  

Thirty people participated in this event that was sponsored by the Ministry of Natural Resources.  Presenta-

tions on different aspects of waterfowl banding were made ranging from permits required, types of traps , 

wing identification, and how to handle and band the birds.  The ministry airboat was present and provided a 

means to search Rice Lake for birds to be handled by the attendees. 

 

A few of the participants wrote the NABC waterfowl certification exam.  To pass at the Bander level one has 

to achieve 80% on the exam and have 75 hours of waterfowl banding experience.  Participation in the work-

shop is a necessary component.  This certification process has been very successful providing an increase of 

certified waterfowl banders in Ontario.  Achieving  90% on the exam and holding  a minimum of 500 hours of 

waterfowl banding experience allows the candidate to reach the trainer level.  At this year’s workshop there 

were almost ten NABC waterfowl trainers present.  In addition to the certification the applicant needs to   

apply through the Canadian Banding Office of Canadian Wildlife Service for their banding permit.  The        

certification acts as one of the two references needed to apply for a waterfowl banding permit. 

 

An additional workshop was held in 

Pennsylvania in early August with 

Norm North attending as one of the 

trainers.  This was the second 

American one held.  The NABC wa-

terfowl exam was     written at this 

location as well. 

We want to thank Chris Davies of 

the OMNR and the dedicated train-

ers who volunteer to help out with 

this initiative.  If you are looking for 

more information on this program 

please contact Norm, Barb or Dave. 

2014 WATERFOWL BANDING WORKSHOP AND NORTH AMERICAN 

BANDING COUNCIL CERTIFICATION—RICE LAKE, ONTARIO.  
By Norm North, Barb Campbell and David Okines 

The 2014 Ontario Waterfowl Workshop and NABC Certification. Photo Norm North 



Through the use of blogs, photo galleries, social networking sites, and scientific presentations, banders daily 
promote bird monitoring and research to a wide audience.  In so doing, banders should meet, display and 
promote high ethical and scientific standards.  The Banders’ Code of Ethics reminds banders that they are 
“primarily responsible for the safety and welfare of the birds they study so that stress and risks of injury or 
death are minimized”, and that they are to “handle each bird carefully, gently, quietly, with respect, and in 
minimum time.”  Inappropriate photography during banding may compromise this ethical duty. 

The North American Banding Council (NABC) recommends that banders be aware of best practices and how 

to minimize stress to birds within the context of photography and videography.  Banders or stations may wish 

to develop specific policies around the taking and use of images of birds and the banding process.  We offer 

the following guidelines for consideration. 

A.     Recording Images: Photographic Best Practices 

  The primary uses of photography of birds in the hand are for documentation and                                   
education. Standardized documentary poses clearly demonstrate key features that identify species, age 
and sex, and they should be used to document rarities; individual markers; specific rare conditions such 
as indicators of disease, malformations, or injury; and molt. 

  Photographers should be systematic in the collection of ancillary data such as date, location, band 
number, species, age and sex. Archiving photographs in a useful format provides an excellent reference 
library. Banders are encouraged to manage their own photographic collections in a way that adds to 
the scientific and educational value of the images.  Banders are also encouraged to contribute to       
Piranga, an educational website that provides photographic guidelines and a forum for banders to    
upload, share, discuss and peruse photographs of birds in the hand. 

  Photographs for personal purposes including images of people holding birds and images for 
“adoptions” or other fund-raising should be considered low priority and taken only when the bird 
shows no signs of stress and when time and safety allows. 

  To minimize time in the hand, photographers should arrange their shots before the bird is posed. As a 
maximum, birds should be held no more than one minute for photographic purposes. This can also be 
be known as the ONE MINUTE PHOTO LIMIT. 

 Birds should be held by an experienced bander in a grip that is appropriate to the species and that con-
siders bird and handler safety.  For example, passerines with powerful pectoral muscles should not be 
held in a photographer’s grip without additionally securing the wings, nor should species with weak 
legs such as shorebirds, hummingbirds, and goatsuckers be held by the legs. For guidance, consult the 
NABC’s taxon-specific banding manuals or the NABC recommendations for bird grips. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC GUIDELINES by Andrea Patterson, Anthony Hill and Lesley Howes. 

A contribution of the North American Banding Council. 
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http://www.natureinstruct.org/piranga/


  Avoid flash photography.  If flash must be used, make certain the bird’s eyes have time to adjust     
 before it is released.  

  Avoid flash photography.  If flash must be used, make certain the bird’s eyes have time to adjust be
 fore it is released. 

  Banding stations may wish to develop and post in plain view a policy concerning visitor photography. 
 Consider the following points and decide what is appropriate for your situation: 

 a)      Permission to take photographs must be obtained from the bander-in-charge. 

 b)      Visitor photography must not interfere with the normal banding process and should only be all
  owed when banding volume permits. 

 c)      Photography of birds in mist nets should be discouraged. 

 d)     Photographs of visitors holding birds should be discouraged, but consider allowing photographs 
  of visitors helping to release birds. 

 e)      Some stations have policies explicitly stating that images taken at their stations are the property 
  of the banding organization.  As such, those images cannot be posted in public without the 
  prior expressed consent of the host organization. 

B.     Publishing Images 
  All photographs published in print or online, or used in presentations, should demonstrate best  
 practices including: 

 a)      Bird and handler safety and standardized photographic poses that demonstrate the scientific 
  purpose of banding. 

 b)      Birds in grips that are safe and appropriate to the species. 

  Consider carefully what images are appropriate to take, and to share.  If you are uncertain about the 
appropriateness of a particular photograph, it is best not to use it. 

  While any photograph can potentially be misinterpreted, misinterpretation can be minimized by 
thoughtful commentary.  Information associated with posted images and videos should be factual and 
professional, and provide context that enables viewers to appreciate the value of banding. 

  Cameras often log date and location of photographs. While this can be important for scientific docu-
mentation, consider removing these data from photographs before posted online, especially for species 
at risk. VIdeo cameras record both images and sound.  Ensure that all commentary is appropriate. 

These guidelines are also available  at www.nabanding.net, and will soon be available in French and Spanish. 
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http://www.nabanding.net
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RECOVERY CORNER:  

 

Magnolia Warbler—First banded at Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory on May 21, 2005 was 

recaptured on May 17, 2013 at Long Point Bird Observatory’s Breakwater Research Station. This is a new   
longevity record for Magnolia Warbler making it at least 8 years old. 
 

Snow Bunting— David Okines banded a Snow Bunting  near  St. Williams Ontario on February 12, 

2014. It was recovered May 4, 2014  near Upernavik, Vestgronland, Greenland, approximately 3,500 km 
northeast. 

BILL AND BETTY WASSERFALL MEMORIAL AWARD:  

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THE JANETTE DEAN AWARD 
 

Every year the OBBA gives the Janette Dean award to individuals that have made outstanding contributions 
to bird banding in Ontario. If you would like to nominate a fellow bander to receive the Janette Dean Award, 
send a written nomination with a brief explanation of the candidate’s qualifications to David Okines:  
davidokines@aol.com. 

 
The Bill and Betty Wasserfall Memorial Award honours the memories of Bill and Betty Wasserfall, and their          
contributions to bird banding and the development of the bird observatory network in Canada. Up to $500 is  
available annually from the Ontario Bird Banding Association’s Bill and Betty Wasserfall Memorial Fund, for     
studies by Canadians or residents that use banding or other techniques for marking or tracking Canadian birds, 
especially co-operative studies and those with a high volunteer component. Applications should be submitted to 
the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund and must follow the guidelines for the Baillie Fund’s Regular and Small Grants 
programs (deadlines of 15 December and 15 January, respectively). Applications will be considered competitively 
with others submitted to the Baillie Fund, and may be jointly funded.  
 
To apply, use the Baillie Fund submission procedures (http://www.birdscanada.org/about/jlbmf/index.jsp? 
lang=EN&targetpg=index), including instructions on allowable expenses. Eligibility and geographic scope for 
Wasserfall Awards differ slightly from Baillie Fund criteria in that Wasserfall Awardees must be Canadian or       
Canadian residents, and preference is given for work done in Canada. Note as well that the Wasserfall Award is 
intended primarily for costs of capture, banding and marking equipment, and for defrayal of expenses related to 
those activities.  
 
The Award is funded by a legacy from Betty Wasserfall and donations from members and friends of OBBA.        
Additional donations to the Bill and Betty Wasserfall Memorial Fund are tax creditable and should be sent to 
OBBA’s Treasurer.  

 

mailto:mailto:davidokines@aol.com.
http://www.birdscanada.org/about/jlbmf/index.jsp?%20lang=EN&targetpg=index
http://www.birdscanada.org/about/jlbmf/index.jsp?%20lang=EN&targetpg=index
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Ontario Bird Banding Association 
 

 

CharitableRegistrationNo.873195960RR0001 www.ontbanding.org 
 
 

2014 Membership Application or Renewal 
 

 
Name:   

 

Address:   
 
 
 
 

City Prov:   

 

Postal Code:   Phone: ( )  -  

 

Email:     

 
NOTE: All correspondence with the OBBA will be  electronic. If you wish to receive a hard-copy 

of the materials,  newsletter and/or journal, you must specify below. 

 

O      Please send me the Newsletter by regular mail 
 O      Please send me the Journal by regular mail 
 

Membership Category: 

 
O      Life Member($400), tax receipt issued 

 
O      Individual/Family/Household ($20) 

             O       Student ($10) 

O      Outside of Canada and United States—$10 mailing surcharge 
 

Additional Donation: $ ,tax receipt issued if $10or more. 
 
Make cheque payable to: Ontario Bird Banding Association 

 
Mail to: Barb Campbell 
 19 Harwood Lane 

  Kanata,ON K2K 1X7 
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The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do 
not necessarily represent the  views and opinions of the OBBA or its board of directors.  

The Ontario Bird Banding Association is a non-profit, membership-driven and inclusive organization            
representing the interests of all amateur and 'professional' bird banders across Ontario.  

If you band birds in Ontario, for any reason, you should be a member!  
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION (2014-2015)  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

President Stuart Mackenzie smackenzie@birdscanada.org 

Immediate Past President David Okines 
  

davidokines@aol.com 

1st Vice President Norm North 
 

north@execulink.com  

2nd Vice President Jim Smith benavis@sympatico.ca 

Recording Secretary Bill Read 
  

billreadsbooks@gmail.com 

Treasurer/ 
Membership Secretary 

Barbara Campbell 
 

Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca 

 
 
 
 

Directors at Large  

Bruce Murphy 

 
birdboy@eastlink.ca  

Garth Baker birdguy69@gmail.com 

Chip Weseloh Chip.weseloh@yahoo.com 

Myles Falconer 
 

mfalconer@birdscanada.org 

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 

Ontario Bird Banding Editor Garth Baker birdguy69@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Stuart Mackenzie smackenzie@birdscanada.org 
 

OBBA Rep. to LPBO Jim Smith benavis@sympatico.ca 

Bird Banding Office  
Rep. To OBBA 

Lesley-Anne Howes 
 

lesley-anne.howes@ec.gc.ca  

WEB Master Barbara Ferris finally@hay.net 

OBBA Rep. To North American 
Banding Council 

Norm North north@execulink.com 
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