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COMING EVENTS:  

 
  OBBA and Eastern Bird Banding Association 91st Annual Meeting, March 28-

30, 2014. Hamilton, Ontario. www.keh-ee.com/EBBA/Meeting.htm or see 
www.ontbanding.org 

 
 Baillie Birdathon: May 2014. Support your local bird observatory or the OBBA 

by sponsoring the OBBA’s Birdathoner!  For more information visit: 
www.birdscanada.org/support/birdathon. 
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There is a lot of great information packed inside this issue 
of the OBBA newsletter. Most notably is the announcement 
of a new award, the Wasserfall Award, which will provide 
up to $500 a year annually from the Bill and Betty     
Wasserfall Memorial Fund to support Canadian bird      
banding or tracking projects. Other news includes a       
summary of the 2013  Janette Dean Award winner Audrey 
Heagy, and updates from a number of banding related     
projects. 
 
As always, you can help to fill the OBBA newsletter by   
sending us news and events from your banding operation,    
research, or any other interesting notes related to bird 
banding in Ontario. 
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The Bill and Betty Wasserfall Memorial Award honours the memories of Bill and Betty Wasserfall, and their 
contributions to bird banding and the development of the bird observatory network in Canada. 
 
Bill was a founding member of the OBBA and a driving force in its early days.  He conceived and implemented 
the concept of a chain of migration banding stations along the lower Great Lakes, a forerunner of the present 
Canadian Migration Monitoring Network.  Bill ran OBBA’s first cooperative banding station at Point Pelee in 
the 1950s, was a founding member of the Long Point Bird Observatory, and participated in Hawk Cliff Raptor 
Banding Station and spring expeditions to Whitefish Point.  The social gatherings that followed the OBBA   
Annual Meetings in its early years were often held in Bill and Betty’s home in Willowdale, Ontario.  The      
tradition of friendly cooperative banding projects, a hallmark of OBBA, is attributable at least in part to Bill 
and Betty’s influence, which we hope to memorialize and perpetuate through the Bill and Betty Wasserfall 
Memorial Award. 
 
Up to $500 is available annually from the Ontario Bird 
Banding Association’s Bill and Betty Wasserfall Memorial 
Fund, for studies by Canadians or residents that use   
banding or other techniques for marking or tracking      
Canadian birds, especially co-operative studies and those 
with a high volunteer component.  Applications should be 
submitted to the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund and must 
follow the guidelines for the Baillie Fund’s Regular and 
Small Grants programs (deadlines of 15 December and 15 
January,   respectively).  Applications will be considered 
competitively with others submitted to the Baillie Fund, 
and may be jointly funded. 
 
To apply, use the Baillie Fund submission procedures 
(http://www.birdscanada.org/about/jlbmf/index.jsp?
lang=EN&targetpg=index), including instructions on      
allowable expenses.  Eligibility and geographic scope for 
Wasserfall Awards differ slightly from Baillie Fund criteria 
in that Wasserfall Awardees must be Canadian or           
Canadian residents, and preference is given for work done 
in Canada.  Note as well that the Wasserfall Award is     
intended primarily for costs of capture, banding and  
marking equipment, and for defrayal of expenses related 
to those activities. 
 
The Award is funded by a legacy from Betty Wasserfall and donations from members and friends of OBBA.  
Additional donations to the Bill and Betty Wasserfall Memorial Fund are tax creditable and should be sent to 
OBBA’s Treasurer. 

OBBA Newsletter Page 2 

BILL AND BETTY WASSERFALL MEMORIAL FUND   

FALL 2013                                ISSN 1485-4893  

Bill with a beloved Herring Gull in the early 1950’s on 
Lake Erie. Photo: LPBO 

http://www.birdscanada.org/about/jlbmf/index.jsp?lang=EN&targetpg=index
http://www.birdscanada.org/about/jlbmf/index.jsp?lang=EN&targetpg=index
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This year’s Janette Dean Award was presented to Audrey 
Heagy. Audrey is well known to many of Ontario’s banders 
and first became hooked on birds and bird banding as a 
young teenager at a young ornithologist camp at Long 
Point Bird Observatory (LPBO) back in 1975!  After          
attending Queen’s University, followed by a stint working 
as a mineral exploration geologist and prospector in     
western Canada, Audrey returned to Ontario where she 
volunteered at worked for LPBO as a migration monitoring 
volunteer and Volunteer Project Biologist.   
 
Audrey has worked at and visited many bird observatories 
across the country. In 1998, after spending the summer 
visiting several other bird observatories across Canada,  
she headed to the Bruce Peninsula to run a pilot banding 
station at Cabot Head.  Her next year was spent as the Bander-In-Charge at Thunder Cape Bird Observatory 
before returning to Cabot Head for two years where she worked during the establishment of the Bruce    
Peninsula Bird Observatory.  In the spring of 2002 Audrey headed east to Prince Edward Point Bird              
Observatory.  Since then Audrey has been working for Bird Studies Canada as a Bird Conservation Planning 
Biologist and CMMN secretariat where she works on many species at risk in Ontario and keeps her fingers on 
the pulse of bird observatories across the country. 

 
Audrey served on the OBBA board for 17 years starting in 1994 as the 
Newsletter Editor, President from 2003-2007, then Membership         
Secretary and the Treasurer, until her departure in 2010. Audrey was 
also the OBBA representative on the North American Banding Council 
(NABC) for two years, and is an NABC certified ‘Trainer’.  She served on 
the board of the Eastern Bird Banding Association (EBBA) from 2007 to 
2010 and served on the board of the Haldimand Bird Observatory. In    
addition to her work with banding related organizations she                                                                                     
is also actively involved in the Norfolk Field Naturalists and St. Williams 
Forest Conservation Reserve. 
 
Audrey has been one of the most prolific banders and trainers in the 

province and has made great contributions to bird and wildlife            

conservation. Congratulations Audrey. Thank you for all of your           

contributions to bird banding in Ontario.  

 
 

THE 2013 JANETTE DEAN AWARD RECIPIENT: AUDREY HEAGY 

Audrey Heagy, with David Hussell and others, at a Young 
Ornithologist camp at LPBO in 1975. Photo: LPBO.  

Audrey receiving the Janette Dean Award 
in February 2013.  

Photo: Norm North.  



 
The Canadian Wildlife Service is initiating a pilot project this fall/winter 
on a group of winter finches. Specifically, we’ll be using mist nets to 
capture and band Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Grosbeaks, and Common 
Redpolls. We’ll also be plucking a single feather (P1) from each        
captured bird for stable isotope analysis to try and figure out the 
breeding origins of individuals of 
these three species. The study area 
for this pilot year will be centered in 
eastern Ontario (but we’ll happily   
accept samples from anywhere), 
since we still need to test and refine 
methods. We are asking local 
banders that might encounter these 
target species over the winter to con-
sider collecting a feather from       
captured birds to contribute to this 
study. Active banders interested in 
participating should contact Kevin 
H a n n a h  v i a  e m a i l 
(Kevin.hannah@ec.gc.ca), or by 
phone (613) 991-9903 for additional 
information and to have their names 
added to my collection permit.  
 

 

 

A North American Banding Council waterfowl certification session 

was held in Ontario from July 30 to August 1 at the Elmhirst Resort 

on Rice Lake, Ontario (northeast of Toronto). Eight waterfowl 

trainers attended and assisted. Approximately 30 people attended 

(three from USA). Of the 15 that wrote the certification test, 5 had 

enough field hours to be certified (75 hours). The event and venue 

were well received and there are plans to hold another workshop/ 

certification session in July 2014.  In addition in 2013, 36 Sir    

Sandford Fleming College students had the opportunity to try the 

test after fulfilling eight hours of workshop time.  For more infor-

mation contact Norm North at north@execulink.com.   
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Evening Grosbeak at the Tip of Long 
Point November 2012. Photo: Matt 
Slaymaker. 

Female Pine Grosbeak at Tadoussac Bird 
Observatory, October 2009. Note blood 
from previously banded Black-backed 
Woodpecker. Photo Anna Calvert. 

Common Redpoll tail. Photo: Stu Mackenzie. 

2013 ONTARIO NABC WATERFOWL CERTIFICATION SESSION 

mailto:Kevin.hannah@ec.gc.ca
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OBBA SUPPORTS AN NABC CERTIFICATION SESSION AT LPBO 

The Long Point Bird Observatory (LPBO) held a North American Banding Council (NABC) ‘Bander’               
certification session at LPBO’s Old Cut Research Station from November 3-5. This session was attended by 10 
Canadian candidates from Alberta (Marcel Gahbauer and Richard Krikun – Migration Research Foundation,      
Calgary Bird Banding Society and Lesser Slave Lake Bird Observatory), British Columbia (Avery Bartels –    
Tatlayoko Lake Bird Observatory), Ontario (Morgan Brown, Dayna LeClair, Theresa McKenzie, Chris Suhka, 
Glenn Reed, and Walter Wehtje – LPBO, Mackenzie Nature Observatory and Prince Edward Point Bird      
Observatory), one from Québec (Simon Duval – McGill Bird Observatory), and one from Colombia (Ana 
Maria Diaz – SELVA), a participant in LPBO’s Latin American Training Program. Seven Trainers from Ontario 
(Audrey Heagy, Stu Mackenzie and David Okines), California (Josée Rousseau), Ohio (Mark Shieldcastle), New 
York (Andrea Patterson), and Mexico (Manuel Grosselet) collectively assessed the candidate’s skills and 
knowledge as they went through a number of different tests, interviews, and practical sessions spread over 
three days. All eleven candidates passed their assessments and are now certified as ‘Banders’ by NABC. The 
North American Banding Council promotes sound and ethical banding principals and techniques through the 
development of education and training materials, workshops, and certification. The certification session was 
supported in part by the Ontario Bird Banding Association. 

 
 

The 2013 NABC certification session crew at LPBO, named above. Photo: Manuel Grosselet. 

http://www.birdscanada.org/lpbo
http://www.nabanding.net/
http://www.migrationresearch.org/mbo.html
http://www.calgarybirdbandingsociety.org/
http://www.lslbo.org/
http://tatlayokobirds.wordpress.com/
http://www.mackenzienatureobservatory.ca/
http://www.peptbo.ca/
http://www.peptbo.ca/
http://www.migrationresearch.org/mbo.html
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Stu/My%20Documents/B%20S%20C/Latest%20News%20Items/SELVA
http://www.ontbanding.org


Many OBBA members and Ontario Bird Observatories attended the biannual meeting of the Canadian        
Migration Monitoring Network – Réseau canadien de surveillance des migrations (CMMN-RCSM) hosted by 
the Long Point Bird Observatory from October 31 to November 2 at the Bird Studies Canada Headquarters in 
Port Rowan. Forty-eight delegates representing more than 30 bird observatories and numerous organizations 
and research institutions from across Canada and North America migrated to Long Point for three days of 
talks, workshops, discussions, birding, and banding. The primary purpose of the meeting was for individuals 
to meet face-to-face to share ideas, information, discuss progress and problems, and set objectives for the     
future. This year’s meeting featured topics on a wide variety of projects being undertaken by CMMN stations 
and other partners. In addition to reports from all member stations across the country, the CMMN also      
invited neighbouring Braddock Bay Bird Observatory in New York, Black Swamp Bird Observatory in Ohio, 
and not so nearby Pemex Bird Observatory from Minatilán, Mexico. Other topics of discussion included: 
CMMN trend analysis and determination of peak migration times using CMMN data, the use of radar and   
microphones for broad scale migration research, Canada Warbler and Tree Swallow research, the Landbird 
Monitoring Network of the America’s, the Migratory Dragonfly Partnership, and the Canadian Snow      
Bunting Network. The CMMN would like to extend a special thanks to our keynote speakers Bradley 
Woodworth from Acadia University who spoke about advanced telemetry research in Atlantic Canada, and 
Dr. Chris Guglielmo from the Advanced Facility for Avian Research at Western University who spoke about 
the physiological ecology of flight and refuelling in migratory birds and bats. The CMMN-RCSM is a              
collaborative initiative of member stations, Bird Studies Canada and Environment Canada. 
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THE 2013 CANADIAN MIGRATION MONITORING NETWORK— RÉSEAU 

CANADIEN DE SURVEILLANCE DES MIGRATIONS BIANNUAL MEETING.  

Attendees of the 2013 biannual meeting of the CMMN-RCSM. Photo: Stu Mackenzie.  

http://www.bsc-eoc.org/volunteer/cmmn/index.jsp?lang=EN&targetpg=index
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/volunteer/cmmn/index.jsp?lang=EN&targetpg=index
http://www.bbbo.org
http://www.bsbobird.org/
http://www.tierradeaves.com/
http://www.klamathbird.org/lamna/
http://www.klamathbird.org/lamna/
http://www.migratorydragonflypartnership.org/index/welcome
http://web2.uwindsor.ca/biology/olove/CSBN.html
http://web2.uwindsor.ca/biology/olove/CSBN.html
http://birds.uwo.ca/AFAR/Welcome.html
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In 2013, the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) implemented 
a pilot banding program targeting Mourning Dove 
(MODO) in Southern Ontario to inform harvest            
management.  Although MODO are common in Ontario, 
they have not been a targeted species for banders.        
Annually about 460 doves have been banded since 2001, 
although only about 40 per year were banded during the  
pre-season period (July – Aug), which is insufficient to  
inform harvest management. As a result, CWS initiated a 
pilot Ontario MODO Banding Program in 2013 in order to 
obtain sufficient data to inform harvest management. An 
annual goal of banding 500 doves during the pre-season 
period was set. 
 
As part of the program, CWS invited Ontario banders and banding groups to participate. In February 2013 a 
presentation on Banding Needs for Mourning Doves in Ontario was made at the Ontario Bird Banding         
Association’s Annual General Meeting with a request for member participation in this pilot banding program.  
DVDs produced by the USFWS (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) and other resources were offered detailing 
MODO banding methods including trap design, baiting, as well as age determination and sexing. 
 
The first year of the Ontario MODO Banding Program was a success -- a total of 487 doves were banded     
during the pre-season period (July 1st to Sept 5th, 2013; Table 1). The majority of the birds banded were hatch
-year (HY). It was very encouraging to have success in trapping as well as interest from banders across    
Southern Ontario (Figure 1). Banders who participated in the 2013 Ontario MODO Banding Program will    
receive a certificate and a “Tarsus Marker of Appreciation” as well as a chance to win a prize. For 2014, CWS 
would like to increase the number of bands deployed in Southwestern Ontario. 
 
In preparation for the 2014 banding program, CWS will prepare a presentation for OBBA’s 2014 Annual    
General Meeting outlining the status of the program, lessons learned from the pilot year and ideas/needs for 
moving forward. For those who wish to be involved in the 2014    
season and receive one of the very fashionable tarsus markers to add 
to your banding bling –we are offering the 2014 collector’s item - 
please contact Barb (Barbara.Campbell@ec.gc.ca) or Chris 
(Christopher.Sharp@ec.gc.ca) and we would be happy to get you 
started. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all those 
banders who participated in the Ontario MODO Banding Program 
this year and we look forward to your support again next year.   
 
Barb Campbell and Chris Sharp — CWS – Ontario 

MODO young at nest.  
Photo Stu Mackenzie. 

Female MODO. Photo Stu Mackenzie. 

mailto:Barbara.Campbell@ec.gc.ca
mailto:Christopher.Sharp@ec.gc.ca


 

Page 8 OBBA Newsletter Page 8 

ONTARIO MODO BANDING PROGRAM – CONTINUED.  

FALL 2013                                 ISSN 1485-4893  

 
Table 1. Banding totals for 2013 Ontario MODO Banding Program 

 

 
 
 

Permit 

Age 

Total AHY HY UNK 

10147 6 18  24 

10334 2   2 

10347 1   1 

10511 14 19  33 

10578 4 1 2 7 

10639 6 17  23 

10710 10   10 

10763 29 7  36 

CWS - London 7 8  15 

CWS - Ottawa 95 241  336 

Grand Total 174 311 2 487 

Figure 1. Banding locations for 2013 Ontario MODO Banding Program. 
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BIRDERS AND BANDERS WANTED:  

Canadian Migration Monitoring Network (CMMN) stations across the country, many of which are in Ontario, 
are looking for birders and banders who are interested in gaining the experience of a lifetime volunteering or 
working for the birds. Visit the CMMN web-site –www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/cmmn/ for more          
information about stations near you and opportunities offered. Population trends, seasonal abundance 
graphs, and other summary statistics from the CMMN are available from Nature Counts at 
www.naturecounts.ca.                               

                       
 
 
   

LPBO is looking for keen teen birders to apply for the 2014 Doug Tarry Natural History Fund - Young Orni-
thologist Workshop to be held from Saturday, August 2 to Sunday, August 10. Participants will receive hands-
on training in field ornithology including bird banding, censusing, field identification, birding trips, preparing 
museum specimens, guest lectures, and more! Six of Canada's most promising ornithologists between the 
ages of 13-17 will be selected to attend, and will receive the Doug Tarry Bird Study Award to cover all on-site 
expenses. For those traveling long distances, special grants may also be available to help offset air travel 
costs. Applications are due April 30, 2014. For more information and an application form, contact us at 
lpbo@birdscanada.org, or visit www.birdscanada.org/lpbo. 

 
 
 
 

Are you or someone you know an enthusiastic bird bander in Ontario? The OBBA board of directors is        
interested in attracting new individuals who may be interested in contributing to bird banding in Ontario.      
If you’re interested or have a potential nomination in mind contact David Okines: davidokines@aol.com.  

KEEN TEEN BIRDERS AND BANDERS WANTED:  

BOARD NOMINATIONS WANTED:  

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THE JANETTE DEAN AWARD 
 

Every year the OBBA gives the Janette Dean award to individuals that have made outstanding contributions 
to bird banding in Ontario. If you would like to nominate a fellow bander to receive the Janette Dean Award, 
send a written nomination with a brief explanation of the candidate’s qualifications to David Okines:  
davidokines@aol.com. 
 

 
 

 
As a fundraiser for Haldimand Bird Obsevatory, Jim Smith is selling mist nets, cheap! Contact Jim at 

benavis@sympatico.ca for more details. 
 

NETS FOR SALE:  

http://www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/cmmn/
http://www.naturecounts.ca
http://www.birdscanada.org/longpoint.
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The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do 
not necessarily  represent the  views and opinions of the OBBA or its management.  

The Ontario Bird Banding Association is a non-profit, membership-driven and inclusive organization            
representing the interests of all amateur and 'professional' bird banders across Ontario.  

If you band birds in Ontario, for any reason, you should be a member!  
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION (2013-2014)  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

President David Okines 
 davidokines@aol.com 

273 Charlotteville Rd. 2. RR#2, St. Williams, ON. 
NOE 1P0. 519-586-9464 

Immediate Past President Eric Machell 
 elmachell@aol.com 

Box 2. Delhi, ON. 
N4B 2W8. 519-582-4738 

1st Vice President Stuart Mackenzie 
stu.a.mackenzie@gmail.com 

PO Box 160. Port Rowan, ON. N0E 1M0 
 

2nd Vice President Norm North 
north@execulink.com 

274233 Wallace Line. Ingersoll, ON. N5C 3J7 

Recording Secretary Bill Read 
 info@billreadsbooks.com 

24 Brant Pl., Cambridge, ON. N1S 2V8 
519-620-0744 

Treasurer/ 
Membership Secretary 

Barbara Campbell 
Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca 

19 Harwood Lane. Kanata, ON. K2K 1X7. 
613-839 3418   

Directors at Large  John Brett 
John.brett@utoronto.ca 

Toronto, ON.  

David Brewer 
adavidbrewer@yahoo.ca 

7204 Concession 1  
Puslinch, ON. N0B 2J0 

Jim Smith 
benavis@sympatico.ca 

358 Diltz Rd. Dunnville, ON. N1A 2W2 

Myles Falconer 
mfalconer@birdscanada.org 

PO Box 160. Port Rowan, ON. N0E 1M0 
 

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 

Ontario Bird Banding Editor Garth Baker birdguy69@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Stu Mackenzie and John Brett stu.a.mackenzie@gmail.com 

OBBA Rep. to LPBO Eric Machell  elmachell@aol.com 

Bird Banding Office  
Rep. To OBBA 

Lesley-Anne Howes 
lesley-anne.howes@ec.gc.ca  

National Wildlife Research Centre 
Carleton University 

Ottawa, Ontario. K1A 0H3  

WEB Master Barbara Ferris finally@hay.net 

OBBA Rep. To North American 
Banding Council 

Norm North north@execulink.com 


