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FROM_THE PRESIDENT

The Annual General Meeting (AGM), on February 22, was well received.
Attendance was samewhat lower than last year perhaps because of the change
in location. The Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters is a very attractive
and spacious place, however, and those people who toured the greenhouse,
during lunchtime, were impressed with that part of t facility. The minites
of the AGM appear elsewhere in this newsletter..

The fee increase proposed for this year was passed at the meeting and
you will notice new rates on the membership renewal form. This was essential
for O0.B.B.A. : we would otherwise continue to run an ever—increasing deficit
from year to year. Please help Fran Hubert with her bookkeeping and send
. your renewal in quickly if you weren't at the AGM. Thanks !!

We certainly could use your help on the Baillie Birdathon as well.
There is a form to fill in underneath the membership form and 25 % of the
money raised by me will come to O.B.B.A. The other 75 % goes to the Long
Point Bird Observatory and the Baillie Fund for Bird Research. You could
assist more by participating yourself as an 0.B.B.A. representative and
obtaining sponsors for your count. Contact LPBO at Box 160, Port Rowan
NOE 1MO for details on being a Baillie Birdathoner.

As past Editor of your journal, I would also like to urge you most
strongly to fill in Dave Shepherd's request for your 1986 handing totals.
Dave is the new Editor and without your information will not have the sort
of material he needs for the Banding in Ontario, 1986 report. .

In the January 14 Globe and Mail, the Bird Column, by Peter Whelan
stated that after bird-banders had mist-netted Long-eared Owls at their
roost, none were to be found the next day. The implication was clearly that
banders had driven them away. '




I checked the information and contacted the barders and found out that
there had been fairly steady disturbances by birders for some time which had
caused the flock of 18-25 birds to disperse. The banders only saw 2 birds
and were later informed-that the flock had moved a mile north earlier in the
week. A total of 18 birds were counted 3 weeks later.

I wrote to Peter Whelan, giving him the information. However, there is

little that can be done to change the impression given by the article-—-
short of a written retraction ( something I don't expect ).

The important point is, though, that we banders have to i‘emmber that

we don't band in a vacuum. People may see us at work and will form an
opinion based on our procedures and our attitude towards them. To many
people, we are probably the first banders they have ever seen and we should,
therefore, remember this in our bhardling of the birds. Plus, we should make
an effort to explain our procedures and the parpose of what we are about.
It's pretty obvious that the birds suffer a lot of stress — you should tell
onlookers why you are banding and how it justifies the stress — and if you
can't justify it, perhaps you should be asking yourseif if you should be
banding. Banding is an important tool in bird research, conservation and
management but all of that may sometimes not make up for bad publicity. We
don't need it, I don't think we deserve it and if we explain clearly and
cordially the what and the why of our actions to the oniookers, we won't get
any adverse publicity. - ~

LPBO DOUBLE BANDING-PHASE 2 —- George E. Wallace

Since mid-1984, LPBO has been applying supplementary bands to all birds
taking band sizes 0 - 1A. The US Fish and Wildlife bands, in these sizes
bear an address on the inside of the band. The idea is 1o bolster the
recovery rates by banding birds with an additioral address band. Thus each
bird carries both a clearly visible band number and a clearly visible return

Up to now, -the address has read : "INFORM BIRD BAND WASH, D.C.", and

the results have been excellent. Some of LPBO's best recoveries, in recent
years, have been of double banded birds carrying this address. :

However, for some time, LPBO has been concerned that this address

could be mistaken for a marmufacturer instead of the Bird Barnding Lab. This
coming season, therefore, LPBO will be using address bands with a Canadian
address. The new bands will read : "INFORM (written vertically along” the
left border) NAT MUS OTTAWA CANADA". On the size 1B and 1A address bands,

miseun will be written out in full. Bands sent to the National Museum will

then be processed through the regular chamnels at CWs and USFWS.

'LPBO '5:5 grateful for coéoperation from Henri Ouellet, Omithologic:ai e

Section, National Museum of Canada and Steve G. Wendt of the Canadian

Wiidlife Service. LPBO is looking forward to sharing news of the forthcoming

recoveries with OBBA members. :

Wi
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SOME INTERESTING RECOVERIES —- John Miles

Below are a few recoveries of some of my banded birds. They stretch
back a few years but are interesting, none-the-less. The B~ (date) indicates
the date of banding. The R- (date) indicates the date of recovery.

BIRD SPECIES

BANDNUMBER DATE COMMENTS
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 89125468 B-08/21/81 HY - F
R-02/01/82 found dead
- San Antonio,
- Copan, Honduras
e S e e
Wood Thrush 891~87352 B-07/29/84 HY - U
R-07/10/85 found dead after
flyving into
window in
Clinton, Ont.
Purple Finch 810-27979 B-08/01/84 HY -U
g R-08/99/84 found dead after
A hitting window
in Parry Sound
Conmon Grackle 1013-48325 B-03/28/76 AHY ~'M
: R-11/07/83 found dead
Comneaut, Chio
Slate—coloured Junco i620-12129 B-04/09/83 AHY ~ U
R-11/07/83 Retrapped
Madison, Virglma
Slate-coloured Junco 1629-12008 B-10/03/82 HY - U
: R-01/16/83 found dead after
hitting window
Plain City, Chio
s e e ——
Common Grackle 1063-57912 B-06/29/80 ARKY - M
R-03/16/82 found dead
: , Port Huron,
Michigan

”M

EDITOR'S NOTE: I enjoy hearing about recoveries. I assume I am not that
different from most of you. I would like to share recovery
information with all of 0.B.B.A. If your banding operation is
like mine, the 3 or 4 recoveries we get per year usually
contains ONE interesting one. Why no* share it? Can you match
the Rose-breasted Grosbeak recovery for distance or one of
John's Grackles for longevity??? Challenge anyone ?77?
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AGING AND SEXING THECHNIQUES -- THE ROLE OF ONTARIO BANDERS -- G. E. Wallace

At the 22 February AGM, I gave a short talk on the new technicues for
aging passerines. It turned out to be timely. David Brewer had paved the way
with his discussion of "Baltimore" Orioles and the quest for a viable aging
and sexing method. John Chardine also fueled the fire with his comments on
using Discriminant Function Analysis to sex Brown Noddies. The message is
plain: There is still much to be learned about aging and sexing AND banders
will be the ones to provide the know-how. Marking individual birds is the
most effective method of studying the role that moult patterns and wear play
in the appearance of birds of both sexes, at various stages. I was glad when
a number of you came to me afterwards to discuss the technigques and their
potential as a research tooi. For those who could not make it to the
meeting, let me go over same of the things about which I spoke.

Peter Pyle, a biologist at: Pt Reyes Bird Observatory in California,
will be publishing, within a year, a bander's guide to aging and sexing
‘North American passerines. Some of you may be familiar with Lars Svensson's
Identification Guide To European Passerines. This is a superb resource for
Eurcpean and North American banders alike and was Pyle's inspiration. Many
of the so called "new" techniques are in wide use in Continental Europe ard
Great Britain and can be applied to our birds. The first edition of
Svensson was literally half the volume of the current second edition arg it
is likely that Pyle's guide will go through much the same metamorphosis. The
first edition will, hopefully, provoke banders to fill in the gaps with new
or unpublished research and result in a comprehensive second edition.

The primary goal of improving current aging and sexing methods is to
gather more accurate information. This necessitates the development, or
- refinement, of plumage techniques. As you know, many birds are recorded as

"age unknown'" in late fall, when a completely iossified skull ceases to
indicate only an adult bird. Most birds are ageable at all times of the year
and Pyle's guide will present many of the techniques that make thzs

possible.

One of the techniques I emphasized at the AGM was using the occurance
of a partial first pre-basic moult in some species to separate SY birds from
ASY birds in the spring. This is the covert-contrast phenomenon wherein SY
birds have retained primary or greater secondary coverts that contrast in
colour and wear with the other wing coverts. This is an accepted aging
method for several specles. Rufous-sided Towhee and Black-and-white Warbler,
for example. However, this technique is applicable to nearly all Dendroica
~warblers and even species such as Gray Catbird ‘ :

Another important aging criterion is feather shaoe, partlcularly of the
tail feathers. An incredible number of species have noticeably pointed tail
feathers in their first year. These are replaced by rounded feathers in
their second pre-basic moult. Virtually all warblers exhibit this v
transition, as do tits and thrushes, to name only a few.



This is a brief treatment of a lengthy subject. I will stress, 'though,
that what we are striving for is a variety of aging clues that, when looked
at din unison with €ach other, allow accurate aging at all times of the year
~~ & synthetic approach. To a certain extent, Pyle's guide will be slanted
toward western North America, although keys for all North American
Passerines will be included. At LPBO, we have been using drafts of same of
these keys and they are excellent. However, there bound to be methods that
can be perfected or may even need to be developed outright,

Here is where Ontario Bird Banders can make a real coritribution. T urge
banders to begin looking more carefully at the characteristics I have
mentioned. A familiarity with the "new" methods will make us more
discriminating critics when Pyle's guide becomes available. More
importantly, we will be better banders, collecting better information.

I would like to hear from banders with questions or camments about
aging and sexing. Also, for your information, Svensson's guide is available
from the British Trust for Ornithology, Beech Grove, Tring, Hertfordshire,
HP23 5NR , ENGLAND. The price is 9.50 ,

PROPOSED PROJECT ON NORTHERN (BALTIMORE) ORIOLES ~- David Brewer

enthsiast, I find it very difficult to accept the periodic extravagances of

wnich, retrapped in Subsequent years, seem to have mysteriously changed sex.
We all realize that young males can easily be taken for females —- indeed, a
courle of Annual General Meetings ago, we were treated to a very interesting
talk on the possible reproductive advantages of a delayed onset of a fully
adult plummage 1, . however, there is, at least to me, major confusion in
other partial Plummages , as well. It does, therefore, occur to me that a
study by 0.B.B.A. members could be quite valuable. ; :

1, 1082 AGM -- 'speaker Ms Nancy Flood — "Delayed Maturation in the
Northern Oriole" : :




I would suggest that the best way to keep a record would be to include,
in the photogravh, a small piece of paper with band mumber and date and, if
relevant, brood patch or cloacal protuberance. This in itself would give a
useful library of plummage variation. However, with any luck, a significant
number of birds are going to be retrapped in subsequent years. A series of
photographs of the same bird would pe extremely valuable and might well go
some way to solving some of the problems of Oriole ageing.

, 1 would be interested in hearing from banders who might like <o
‘participate in such a project. I am also open to suggestions as to any other

species which might benefit from a similar study. 2,

0.B.B.A. BIRD SKIN COLLECTION -- pavid Brewer

As you may know,the Association has a collection of bird skins,
maintained at David Brewer's house, near Guelph. The Association's pernit is
what is known as a "Salvage Permit" — that is, it does not allow us to go
out and collect birds, but mearly to prepare specimens of birds found dead,
such as road casualties, building kills and banding casuaiities.

We would be very happy to accept any specimens that came into the
sion of members, provided they are in good condition. I£ you do find a
dead bird, it can be preserved by rolling it in a "fore ard aft" position in
a little paper towel, then wrapping it in a tightly sealed piastic beg ard
freezing. Birds so packaged can be kept for considerable time —— at least a
ar —— without deterioration, provided that the bag is closely sealed. A
note should be put in with the specimen, giving the date, place and cause of
death and any other relevarit information. I would be glad to accept
imens at, for example, the AGM. Absolutely strictly speaking, it may not
be totally legal for anybody, other than myself, (the Association permit is
vested in my name) to be in possession of dead birds, but I should be
jsed if temporary storage of specimens would occasion any problems,
provided that jt is clearly understood that it is temporary and for
convenience only. '

Anybcdy that would like to inspect or use the Association’s collection
(vhich is now quite extensive, with about 170 species represented) is, of
course, welcome to do SO, and should contact me to make arrangerents.

2. Editor's note: In 1985, 1 captured an oriole banded by Tony Savadore
in 1978, as a SY male —- it was still, by plummage, a SY male. 1
think David's suggestion is worthwhile and would be valuable for
0.B.B.A. to participate. : :




WANTED — YOUR BANDING TOTALS FOR 1986

Please send to David Shepherd or to the Newsletter editor your
summaries for your 1986 banding operations. We would like to know :
a) the totals of each species
b) the grand total of birds
c) the total number of species banded
d) any interesting encounters that you wish to
share with 0.B.B.A. members

(USE THE FORM PROVIDED AT THE BACK OF Ti=E NZWSLETTER)



ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION

TREASURER’S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1386

INCOME

Memberships
Birdathons

Donation

~Annudal General Meeting

U.85. exchange

Bank interest
Brochures

Sale of trailer
House Finch Project

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES

Journal /Newsletters
Postage

Bank charges

Office supplies

Wayne Ferguson

Annual General Meeting
Refund to Baillie Fund
Misc.

Grant — Ottawa Band.Group
Donation — LPBO

House Finch Project

TOTAL EXPENSES

Balance forward, Jan. 1

Balance on hand, December 31

Membership

Jan. 16, 1987
Found true and correct.
Donald E. Fowler

1986 1985
1,411 1,437
=82 -

1 13

180 128
33 40
27 82

6 ———

-~ 100

- 500
2,045 2,301
926 586
834 262
10 15
92 26
300 90
250 75
164 240

- 106

- 200

- 100
336

2,576 2,036
(531) 265
1,379 1,114
848 1,379
142 153

Received from Wayne Ferguson, January 1987 $300 for

loan for Snow Bunting Project



. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, February 22, 1987

Approximately 36 people registered for the meeting which was held at
the Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens in
Burlington.

The meeting was brought to order at 9:45 am by the President Bruce
Duncan. He welcomed everyone to the meeting and this was follow by
self introductions to all who were present.

Bruce went on to give the President's Adress. He reported that 1986
had been a typical year. He noted that a Fall Meeting had been held at
the Kortright Centre, that 4 Newsletters had been published and that
the Journal was nearly complete. The year 1986 had also seen the OBBA
involved in hosting a portion of the International Ornithological

Congress in Ottawa. Bruce noted several OBBA undertakings including
the banding data use questionaire by W.D. Mcllveen, the termination of

The Treasurers Report was read by Fran Hubert. A motion by Fran
Hubert, seconded by John Miles that the report be accepted was .
carried. :

Arising from the financial report was discussion of an increase in

fees in view of the facts that the Association expenses were slightly
greater than income and that the membership fee had not increased in
several years. A motion by Bob Hubert, seconded by John Miles to
increase the fees as follows was carried. :

. Regular Members $15  (was $10)
. Family $20 (was $12)
. Student $10  (was $5)

The definition of student was interpreted by Bruce Duncan to be those
of high school age or younger.

Bruce Duncan reported that Volume 18 of the Journal would be available
in March. He indicated that he was resigning as Editor after 7 years
and that David Shepherd was going to take over that responsibility.

On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Dave Lamble presented the
following slate of officers_ for 1987:

. President: Bruce Duncan
. First Vice President: David Shepherd
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Second Vice President: Bill Read
. Treasurer & Membership
. Secretary: Fran Hubert
Recording Secretary: Bill Mcllveen
Members at large: Ted Chesky
Rick Ludkin
Greg Sadowski
George Wallace
Past President: Chris Risley
Journal Editor: David Shepherd
Newsletter Editor: David Lamble

As there were no further nominations from the floor, the nominees were
declared elected. Thanks to the outgoing Executive were expressed.

Station Reports

The first of the banding station reports was given by George Wallace
on behalf oof the Long Point Bird Observatory. He reported that 1986
had apparently been a year of overflight and that less birds were
banded in 1986 as compared with 1985. A total of 13856 birds
representing 137 species were banded (down from 30000 in 1985). New
census areas at the Tip oof Long Point were investigated starting in
May. Some banding highlights were the fourth ever Black-crowned Night
Heron, and the third ever Brewster Warbler. Five Boreal Chickadees, 4
Carolina Wrens, 2 Louisiana Waterthrushes and 2 Worm-eating Warblers
were also banded. The second highest total of Saw Whet Owls were
banded in 1986. Initial results of the double banding program for band
sizes 0-1A are promising.

The report for the Guelph Banding Group was given by David Brewer. It
had been a good year with about 12000 birds representing 134 species
banded bringing the total number of species banded by the group to

219. Species claimed by the group included ‘Caspian Tern, Prothonotary
Warbler, Hooded Warbler and Boreal Chickadee. New high totals were
attained for a number of species including 800 Bobolinks. Retraps of
Guelph Group birds included a Canada Goose at Gaspe and a Purple Finch
in British Columbia.

Bruce Duncan gave the report for the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding
Station. The station has been in operation for 18 years and in 1986,
there were 6 stations and 19 banders. Over 2360 birds were banded.
Among these were 136 Cooper's Hawks which was the 4th highest total
and included a bird retrapped after 12 years. The 10th and 11th ever
Northern Shrikes were also banded. The station which had previously
been vandalized was rebuilt with the aid of a CWIP grant to Marshall
Field. The Kestrel nestbox program was again highly successful and
included an unusual nest with 9 eggs, none of which ever hatched.
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After a 30-minute coffee break, Eric Machell reported on the

activities undertaken by the Toronto Bird Observatory. Reduced numbers
of birds were banded in both the spring and fall migration periods

despite similar coverage to previous years. Increased effort was

expended on mainland activities including the establishment of a

raptor banding facility at Scarborough where 112 birds were banded. A
number of slides were shown by Greg Sadowski. He emphasized the
importance of a new raptor relocation program to prevent destruction

of birds which were creating problems for gamebird operations.

Reports from the Ottawa Banding Group and from the Candian Wildlife
Service were not available.

Dave Brewer took the opportunity to request cooperation of banders to
study Northern Oreoles with regards to aging and sexing birds. He
suggested photographing the plumage of birds which had established
territories since these birds have a good recovery rate {about 25%).
By examining a good sequence of photographs of individual birds, it
may be possible to build up good evidence for plumage change over
time, especially for the so-called immature males which resemble
females. He suggested that it may not be worth photographing mature
males or birds during migration since these would have only a low
recovery rate.

After lunch, Martin McNicholl acted as chairman introducing the guest
speakers. The first of these was Dr. John Chardine presently at Brock
University but soon to be working for CWS from Halifax. He talked on
long-term term studies of sea birds that involved banding of the

birds. His presentation included results from two separate studies.

The first of these was a study of the breeding biology of Black-legged
Kittiwakes on the window ledges of an abandonned warehouse on the Tyne
River near New Castle in Great Britain. The colony offered a unique
opportunity to study this species in a project which started in -1954.
The use of stainless steel or incaloy. bands allowed the long term

study since the species can outlive aluminum bands. The results showed
that about 50% of pairs break up but the longer-term mated pairs were
more efficient in raising young.

The second study is still in its early stages and will examine the
breeding biology of a colony of Brown Noddies. The study area is
located on a small volcanic islet off the Island of Culebra in Peurto
Rico. A blind was built to allow monitoring of the birds in the

colony. Eighty one birds were banded and the nest sites were marked. A
method of sexing birds using head + bill length was effective. Early
results indicated that assortive mating patterns were taking place as
opposed to random mating. This pattern was evident in that large
females paired with larger-bodied males. :
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Dr. David Hussell presented a summary of a portion of a long-term
project involving Tree Swallows at Long Point. The study was intended
to examine reproductivity rates in relation to food supply. Swallow
colonies at three sites including the Tip of Long Point, a sewage
lagoon and Backus Field were examined. Measures of food abundance were
made using a device resembling a wind sock with a collecting bottle at
one end. Correlations of insect biomass were made with clutch size
among after-second year female birds. Higher biomass during the egg
laying period could be correlated with larger clutch size. Earlier
nesting in the vicinity of the sewage lagoon coincided with earlier
insect emergence at that location (in contrast with similar activity

at the Tip).

Mike Furber made a presentation promoting a nest box scheme to attract
and shelter Screech Owls. He reviewed some aspects of the biology of
this species with the aid of a number of slides. He suggested that the
nest boxes should be placed about 10 feet up in a tree with the

opening facing south. Inspection of the boxes for roosting owls can be
made nearly any time however he cautioned that this probably shouldd
not be done during February since this could disturb birds which are
pairing at this time of year.

The final presentation was made by George Wallace who talked about the
aging and sexing of Passerine species. Much of this information will
appear in a new guide being prepared by Peter Pyle. The book will
include discussion of moults and moult patterns which can be useful in
aging species such as Dendroica warblers. Factors such as contrast in
colour of primary coverts, shape of feathers due to wear and colour
richness can be used in various ways to age birds depending on

species.

The meeting adjourned shortly after 4:00 pm and was followed by a
social get-together at Lee Garden restuarant.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWEL FORM

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP (check one) STUDENT ____ REGULAR ___ FAMILY
($10.00) ($15.00) ($20.00)

M -

ADDRESS _ cITY

PROVINCE / STATE 4 POSTAL CODE

[ Please complete this form and send it, along with your cheque to:

Fran Hubert,
Membership Secretary,
10 Paulson Court,

St. Thamas, Ontario.
NSR 1M9

BAILLIE BIRDATHON PLEDGE FORM

I agree to sponsor the 0.B.B.A.

representative (Mr. Bruce Duncan) at the Baillie Birdathon for

per bird species observed. I understnd that 25 % of my pledge goes to the
0.B.B.A. while 75 % goes into the Baillie fund for Ornithological research.

ADDRESS CITY
' PROVINCE / STATE POSTAL CODE
TELEPHONE )

Please send the completed form to Mr. Bruce Duncan :

Box 512,
Caledonia, Ontario.
NOA 1A0

[ Bruce will contact you after the Birdathon for any monies -- don't send
money now, please ]
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WARBLER, MOURNING

House Finch

MacGillivray‘s

PINE GROSBEAK

C. YELLOWTHROAT

REDPOLL, Hoary

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAIl

COMMON

WARBLER, Hooded

PINE SISKIN

WILSON'S

AM. GOLDFINCH

CANADA

CROSSBILL, RED

AM REDSTART

WHITE-WINGED

HOUSE SPARROW

RUFQUS-SIDED TOWHEE

BOBOLINK SPARROW, SAVANNAH
MEADOWLARK, EASTERN GRASSHOPPER

Western LeConte‘s
BLACKBIRD, Y.-headed HENSLOW'S

RED-WINGED Sharp-tailed
ORIOLE, ORCHARD VESPER

NORTHERN Lark
BLACKBIRD, RUSTY DARK-EYED JUNCO

Brewer's SPARROW, TREE
C. GRACKLE CHIPPING
BROWN-HEADED COWRIRD Clay-colored
TANAGER, Western FIELD

SCARLET Harris'

Summer WHITE-CROWNED
CARDINAL WHITE-THROATED
GROSBEAK, ROSE-BR. FOX

Black-headed LINCOLN’S

Blue SWAMP
INDIGO BUNTING SONG
Dickcissel LAPLAND LONGSPUR

EVENING GROSBEAK

SNOW BUNTING

PURPLE FINCH

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED

WEATHER:

NOTES

Check -hists avastable from the Se: .1?:1. Hammiton Naturahists” Club,
P.O. Box 5182, Hamilton, Ontanie LES 413,




