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SINGLE PANEL MIST NETS -~ Dave Shepherd

S8ingle panel nets have been widely used in Britain for many years but in
Canada they appear to be little used, if at all. In certain situations, their
advantage over gonventional 4~panel nets is considerable and they can often be
used with devastating effects.

Their main usefulness is in situations of little or no ground cover (e.g.
shores, grassy areas, weed fields, shrubs, etc.). Their limited height (c. 3
feet) renders them less visible above the horizon than conventional nets and
far less susceptible to wind effects. Because of their increased panel width
and hence greater bag, they can be used across strong winds quite -
successfully, with birds being flushed upwind into them. They may alsc be
used under low canopy vegetation and above cover (e.g. standard length poles
above reeds). Having only a single pocket, their retention of trapped birds
is high, with the added advantage that as douhla hagging ia impassihla, birds
are removed with considarable ease. ‘ .

Other aawantagaa are tha speed with which they can be ereatgd, there being no
possibility for confusing loop order, and the fact that no guys are required,
even over water. A line of nets may be erected simply and quickly by one
person. Their propensity for catching rarities is prodigious. At LPBO this
year, Henslow's and Le Conte's Sparrows were trapped rapidly after ‘being
flushed once or twice and a Sedge Wren was 'walked' into a single panel wich
has been dog-legged round a middle pole and pegged to the ground with grass
stalks! The latter technigue would be successful with rails, I'm sure. : In
appropriate weather conditions, they may be used to "flick" for swallows, with
the advantage that at one end the loops can be hand held, rather than placed .
on a pole, for extra flexibility. We recently caught 68 swallows with ahout
an hour's eftort (including 13 Cliff SwallowSQ) R

Unfortunataly, as far as I know, singla panal nets are not available in North
America. (Does anyone know of a supplier?) However, they may be made easily
enough from an old net, which, with gaping holes in one or two panels, might
otherwise be discarded. The recommended size of net is 30' x 3', anything
longer may have to be guyed. 1It's better to replace loops, even for shelf
strings that are to be retained, since they take a greater strain than in
conventional nets. Loops can be made from heavy duty, flat shoe laces and

sewn together, not knotted, to reduce snagging. New shelf strings c¢an be
threaded quiqkly using a ball point pen as a ngedle with the net suspendgd,



from another shelf string str ched highly between two poles. Delay cutting
the net until the second shelf string is in place - it's easier both to thread
the new string and cut the net evenly. Set the tension in a new shelf string
accurately by comparing the sag in it with the sag in the existing shelf
string, and allow a little for stretch: Be generous with end panel strings -
it makes for easier tethering.

‘ 1f you have to tether a net, don't be disheartened - its not as difficult as
it might seem. Choose a calm day, set the net high on standard poles, spread
. the shelf strings as far apart. as possible, and make sure +he netting is
evenly distributed by assessing the shape of the mesh over the length of the
net. Cut off enough shelf string material (length of net plus a bit for
knots), tie one end to a loop, the other to a bobbin and wind the yarn around
the bobbin. If you haven't a bobbin, one can be made easily from soft wire.
Thread the bobbin along the shelf string, paying off yarn as naecessary, and
" tie overhand knots around a net loop and the shelf string every nine inches or
' 80. I prefer nets tethered at this spacing to the 18" = 24" on modern nets as
it provides a more even distribution of netting in windy conditions.

’inkihe;Samﬁ way that I enjoy catching trout on fliea~thét;: have tied myself,
I derive much satisfaction in trapping birds in nets I have made myself. I
hope you do too. - ; oo

, (ﬁhvuwis~currantly‘voluﬁtééring~at LPBO and gqvé ué~a dsmonétration of the use
of these nets at the OBBA Band-out - Ed.) ~ xS ek

'FIRST ANNUAL OBBA BAND-OUT =- Shelia Smith

' Banders nearly outnumbered the banded birds at the OBBA workshop held at LPBO
September 11 and 12. Some new sites were investigated for banding potential.
The Gun Club property at Turkey Point with a ready made net lane out into the
‘marsh produced the most birds with 10 banded each morning. There are real
opportunities for netting such species as marsh wrens while staying dry. It
is also an excellent spot from which to observe waterfowl and probably
shorebirds. In contrast, the Big Creek site produced no birds but perhaps
needs further testing. It did produce lots of sweat and a fortunately
friendly dog. 1 left before all the reports were in but Pine Warbler and
Long-billed Marsh Wren at Turkey Point were among the more interesting birds
“banded. ‘ e . i oo

Saturday afternoon Dave Shepherd demonstrated the use of single panel mist
nets while we sat, sprawled and generally wished we were someplace cooler and
gofter than the back lawn at Backus. A single panel would have been great at
Turkey Point. ' = : ~

. Inside, where it was still HOT, Erica Nol discussed some simple statistics and
'data gathering. Too bad I dropped statistics. The needed sample size to come
up with interesting and reliable data is really quite small. Certainly there
are things a backyard bander could do with his/her data that most of us are
not now attempting. We were reminded that the more information we record the
greater the value of our records. ~ o i
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Ricky Dunn talked abut the progress of research on the "coastal effect™ on
several selected species of migrants. Briefly, LPBO migrants do not go far
Seem to correspond to the pattern. Several theories for this were advanced
and research is continuing. We all had an opportunity to try ageing and
sexing Magnolia Warblers using a new key. Most of us managed 0.K. with sexing
the frozen birds, but the key for ageing SY vs ASY vs AHY spring birds was
thought to be too nebulous and impractical without large numbers for
comparison and a standardized colour key.

We all profitted from renewing friendships and making new ones. There was a
lively exchange of relevant and irrelevant information, ' : -

On the lighter side, I made the following obae:vgtiona:

1. Erica, I believe it entirely possible that there is strong statistical
evidence to suggest that you are likely to become a bird bande:,if you are

~male, English and have reddish hair,
2. Nancy and Nancy is not a new T.V. sitcom.

3. Bird banders have a lot of tolerance for sweat; their own and thatyof
other banders., ‘ ‘

4. Beer and 200 slides will loosen anyone's tongue. (Or so I'm told!)
5. Proper attire for a banding workshop includes LPBO t-shirts, holey shoes
and other items of Goodwill apparel.

6. It is possible to be offered international fame but not fortune for a mere
sketch. ‘

7. Russian pie is subversive.

8. Dave Hussell was identified by one visitor as "the fellow with the knees., "

9. Although I have always been a skeptic, it was suggested to me after seeing
the Fox Snake, that perhaps the biblical story of Eve and the serpent may
have relevance after all. ' ‘ '

10. Chris Risley can still climb trees at the drop of a hint.

1l. Peter Lockhart was accused of having evolved and escaped from relatives at
Metro Zoo.

12. Dave Brewer says he knows how to sex geese but won't elaborate in mixed
company. T B

13. Some people actually eat tinned pudding for breakfast. Was Bill awake?
14. Anne Lambert and Ricky Dunn will NEVER get fat. Disgusting, |

15. And yes, ann, you're right. I don't have a 26 year old son. Yet, He
tells me he won't be 26 until January. Oh well. ‘ o
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By the time you have finished reading this you hopefully will remember your
own weekend, if you were there, with the good humour and affection intended.
 If you missed this workshop, don't miss the next. It was definitely
worthwhile, . o » ;

AGEING AND SEXING OF MAGNOLIA WARBLERS -- Roy Smith

puring the OBBA 'Band-Out' participants had the opportunity to try their hand
at ageing and sexing a sample of 18 Magnolia wWarblers (frozen specimens from a
'kill' at the Long Point Lighthouse on the night of 24/25 May 1982). This
exercise had the added benefit of testing a draft key for this species, which
had been circulated by the Bird Banding Lab for comment.

Subsequent sexing by dissection showed that there were just 3 males in the
 sample. Correct diagnoses were obtained by those who had followed the key to
the letter, but many were surprised by the variability in plumage shown by the
females. - Howaver, attempts at discrimination between SY and ASY birds led to
mass confusion. It appeared that either our sample contained no SY birds at
all (which seems unlikely) or that this part of the draft key will need
extensive revision. Nonetheless, it was a useful exercise and a timely
reminder that there is still a lot to learn, even about common birds.

Thanks are due to Chris Risley for sexing the birds, to Anne Lambert for

' organizational help and to pavid Hussell for permitting the use of these
‘,specimens, which are destined for further analysis. :

A WEEK AT LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY -- Brian Pomfret

puring August 24th to August 28th, 1981, I was sponsored by the OBBA for a
week of bird banding instruction. 1In the early part of the week, I was
fortunate enough to attend the LPBO bird banding workshop. At the workshop I
learned the various aspects of bird banding, such as taking the bird out of
the net, ageing and sexing by plumage, skulling, the various methods of
holding the bird, and scribing. I greatly enjoyed my weak of bird banding and
I have been back since where 1 applied my acquired skills and increased my
knowledge. ~

1 would like to thank the OBEA for sponsoring me on my first week of bird
banding .

THE LEO SMITH BLUEBIRD TRAIL -- Leo Smith

on May 23rd, 1966, I was with the Toronto Hiking Club near to Terra Nova,
northeast of Shelburne. The two leaders showed us a nest of a bluebird, with
four young in a knot hole in a fence post, about 14 inches off ‘the ground.
That day stands out as a turning point in my life. I now have a one-track
mind.. ;

 11cbntinuéd hiking, sometimes leading ten trips a year. Whenever possible,
small, cheap, crudely-made boxes would be carried around and nailed up on
fence posts, trees and barns.
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The diaadvantégea soon became clear: theft, losses to mammals, targets‘for’
gun slingers.

It was July of 1970 before a pair was found using my boxes. Thisxwaskét Lazy
Lake in Uxbridge Township, north-east of Markham. L T

Memory cannot recall the exact numbers of boxes or nesting pairs in the years
that followed. Only 1976 was completely documented: 500 boxes, 170 used, 140
good nestings. 1977 was a disaster year., Good nestings fell to B0 or perhaps
even less. o : . ‘ .

Losses to mammals account for one quarter of all losses. We can stop racconns
and other varmints with steel sheet 9 inches diameter and 60 inches high. I
have just finished cutting 397 sheets from a roll of galvanized steel donated.
by a Hamilton company. Even the transport was free. A firm in Orangeville
rolls the sheets, 100 at a time for $20. Twenty cents a roll. The che;pest
Peace~of~-Mind in Ornithological History. S , ,

It is obvious that any project dealing with birds must proceed legally. It is
my rule to proceed tactfully, so that no land will be used if the owner is
searching his mind for an excuse to keep me away. I prefer large farms ‘with
cattle. The large territories ensure placement of boxes well away from active
barns. Weaver finches always win. I have no answer as to why. I would like
to see Eastern Bluebirds put into a large cage in a zoo with English sparrows,
just to observe the mechanism, or the tactics, used by the interlogera to ;
conquer native birds. /

My method with sparrow nests is to throw them out and take down the box., The
unit is re—erected in an area of sparse vegetation shunned by the sparrows,
Arable land and horsey-set country are unusuable by me. , ‘

In May of 1980 I was able to keep a very close watch on boxes in Mono
Township. Death by blow flies accounted for 23% of all young in my boxes.
The entomologists at the ROM could not help. I phoned Pollution Probe and.
Doug Stewart told me about Fossil Flower, a power made from diatoms and
pyrethrums. It is a trade numa. This seams to wark. ; ,

In 198l Heather Howkin came into my project and banded a few young bluebirds
in Caledon Township. In 1982 Chris Risley came in to supplement the banding
team and banded mostly in boxes in Mono and Tosorontio townships. Between
them, they banded 45 young bluebirds. o I T

The season of 1982 was very slow to develop and it looked like a disaster ;
year. However, things brightened a little. We had 133 boxes used, sometimes
just briefly, and 112 good nestings. One box had metal but was only 24 inches
off the ground. Raccoons soon found out that free meals were in the offing,
One varmint took every thing from ten boxes on Dobson land in Mono. In box
266 it killed a female and four young and destroyed 5 eggs. This was
originally a nine egg clutch (a record in my boxes). However, probably the
five eggs were infertile as they were overdue for hatching.
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BANDING TRAINING PROGRAM -- Chris Risley

For over two years, I have operated a "clearing house” on banding instruction
information for the OBBA. This service has been advertised in naturalist
project directories and naturalist journals and aims to provide information on
banding and banding training to interested membars of our organization or the
public, - :

’?ééplé’ﬁhotinqnité“abéﬁt the program or banding are sent a general letter on
banding, a brochure for the OBBA and a questionnaire on the person's
interests. The questionnaire, when filled out and sent back, enrolls the
person in the program and allows him or her to be matched up with a nearby
bander or banding station. The trainee and the bander then make arrangements
about when and where the banding training will take place and the two take it
from there. So far over 20 persons have been matched up with banders or sent
more specific information on banding. Many have learned about banding
opportunities at bird observatories and several individuals have received
enough training to obtain sub-permits through the program.

Récéﬁt1y wé’rééeiﬁéa réquésEs for banding training from people living in ,
Peterborough and Wilberforce (near Haliburton). Does anyone in our membership

know of any active banders in or near these areas? Please contact me if you
do. (Chris Risley, 151 Ruggles Avenue, Richmond Hill, Ontario, L4C 1Y¥3.)

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

 TAGGED COMMON TERN SIGHTINGS REQUESTED

. The Canadian Wildlife Service, Ontario Region, is continuing its program of
colour-marking Common Terns at two colonies in the lower Great Lakes to
determine their post-breeding dispersal, migration routes and winter range.

In 1981 adults were marked with orange wing—tags and chicks with pink tags.
Many of the adult _tagged birds returned to their colonies in 1982 still
carrying their tags. The tagged birds appeared fit and nested normally. Most
tags were still clearly legible and showed little wear.

In 1982 bright blue wing tags (with black lettering) were put on adult Common
Terns and black tags (with yellow lettering) on chicks just prior to
fledging. Tags were put on both wings of all birds. All tags have
combinations of letters and numbers (the two tags on any bird have the game
‘combination).  When you observe a tagged tern would you please report the
date, location, colour of the tag, and, if possible, the number/letter
combination to: BANDING OFFICE, CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE, HEADQUARTERS,
OTTAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA, K1A OE7. All reports will be acknowledged.
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SNOW BUNTING WATCH

For the last few years, a study has been canducted on the winter movamant of
Snow Buntings. ‘

From December through March of 1981 and 1982, Snow Buntings were banded and
some were colour marked with yellow, rad or green dye at three locations in
southern Ontario. The project will be continued this winter and maybe
expanded to additional locations. Any sightings of colour marked Snow
Buntings should be reported to: BIRD BANDING OFFICE, CANADIAN WILDLIFE
SERVICE, OTTAWA, ONTARIO, KlA OE7. bR : S

Sightings of Snow Bunting flocks in southern Ontario are also useful to this
study and should be reported to the coordinator at the address below. Please
indicate flock size, location, date and presence of any colour marked birds.
This study is sponsored by the Ontario Bird Banding Association. The
cooperation of the many participating banders in St. Thomas, Guelph and
Newcastle is gratefully appreciated. Coordinator: Wayne Ferguson, 28
Livingston Road,No. 79, Scarborough, Ontario, MLE 485, phone (416) 261-5079,

SAW~WHET OWL COLOUR-MARKING

The Toronto Bird Observatory is co-ordinating a 8awbwhst Owl colour- marking
project in the fall of 1982,

Owls trapped at Toronto and Long Point (on Lake Erie) will be marked with an ‘
orange-coloured dye on the whita feathers located an the face hetween the eyes.

The purpose of this exercise is to increase the rate of return of previously
trapped birds by means of visual reports from casual field observgrs. S

Anyone encountering a colour-marked bird should raport it to the Bird Banding
Office, Canadian Wildlife Service, Ottawa, Ontario, KlA OE7 (please send a
copy of report to: Toronto Bird Observatory, c/o J. Robert Nisbet, G.P.0. Box
140, R.R. #l, whitby, ontario, LIN 5R4). Thank you for your assistance in
this matter. : '

A WORD ON BANDING CASUALTIES == Erica Nol

In most passerine banding operations the rate of loss to banding accidents is
about 1 bird for every 100 birds banded. This 1 percent rate is usually
considered an acceptable number, particularly at stations where large numbers
of birds are banded on single days. However, in the last few years I have
heard of or seen several banding operations in which the rate of loss through
banding is essentially zero. I am curious about how losses can be prevented.

obviously the small number of birds dying during routine banding operations
has no effect on the populations of the species banded. The only adverse
effect is in the area of public relations. Over the years at least a few
volunteers may have been discouraged by observing the 'negative' effects on
the birds banded. When these volunteers hear of the very small recovery rates
for passerines they sometimes cannot justify their own involvement in banding.

3
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What are other OBBA members' thoughts on this subject? Are there ways in
which our members can reduce the number of banding casualties in their
operations? What rates of banding casualties do members get, and what is
considered an 'acceptable' rate? what are the common causes of death, and is
it possible to avoid these? Any thoughts on this gsubject are welcome.

STA&QARﬁIﬁiﬁTBKXDIﬂG IﬁFORﬁATiOH ~= Prica Nol and Chris Risley

' Some members have requested a list of the information that can be gathered in
+he course of banding operations. Included in the following list is that
U_inférmation”commanly_callacted (and required) for the banding office, as well
'as data which can be used to interpret various ornithological problems (e.g.:
; weight_1bs§,Upopu1ation monitoring, etc.). The list is fairly extensive and
 adherence to it could be time consuming. -~ = . Sy

Bird znforﬁﬁtionk o : i Band;ggvinfofmatian

Band number ~ Date
Species name S © Time s
Wing chord (natural or flattened) No. of nets, traps in operation
Age S Size of nets & ~ ‘
Sex Hours of operation of each
Weight size/kind

' presence or absence of ectoparasites How captured
Fat score (from 0 - none to : Direction flown into net

4 = heavy) i Helght of trapping

Moult (write L.P.B.O. for a : :
sample moult sheet) T

Plummage abnormalities (albinism, etc).

Physical abnormalities (missing toes, etc.)

Physical Characteristics 0 e Census Information

Weather ' paily estimated totals
‘Moon Phase  Numbers of observers (and
ride (if applicable) abilities) : ‘

Vegetation structure Time and length of census
: i ; o ‘ Fixed or variable width census

 More iﬁfofﬁahich‘on thése data categories can be obtained from the authors or
from bird observatories. ~




