57 DT Ontario Bird Banding Association LIBRARY ‘ NOV 6 1974
00 November/December Newsletter-1974 ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM - - T

23S ,
Notice of Meetings

November Meeting- On THURSDAY November 21 the nonthly meeting will be held

at the home of Mrs. Heather Howkins, 24 Whitehall Road,
Toronto,Ontario ( 416-929-3992) at 8:00 P.M, The .
speaker 1s Dr., J. Rising who will speak on hybrid
buntings and orioles in the Midwest U.S. Dr. Rising
1s a taxonomist who has travelled widely in North
America and will be able to shed a little light on

the reasons for the recent A.0.U. checklist revision.

December Meeting- On Tuesday December 10 the monthly meetihg Will be held
at the home of Don Baldwin, 47 Duggan Avenue, Toronto
(#16-488-7769) at 8:00 P.M, Red Mason will speak on owls,

November outing- The Hamilton Naturalists! Club are holding an outing
to the Nlagara River for gulls and ducks. Guests are =
welcome, If you have trouble Pilcking rarities out of
a crowd, don't miss this opportunity. Meet at the S
Greater Hamilton Shopping Centre, Kenilworth entrance,
Hamilton, Ont, Dress warmly and bring a lunch. ... .
This hike is on Sunday November 24 at 8:00 A,M.

Leader- Bob Curry- Tel: Ancaster 648-6895 Y
Bob tells me that visitors are welcome to this outine.
If you are going please be on time at the meeting place, :

******%****#*****

Report on 0.B.B.,A. Banding Training Session at Backus House

The tralning session at the new L.P.B.O. Headquarters at Backus House on :
Saturday September 21 was well attended. Participants included Roy: Hiden of
London, Peter Lockhart of Oshawa, Warren, Dorothy and Paul Russell of
Toronto, and Bruce Hood from Burlington. Other visitors were Jim Andesson
and Bob and Tom Cubitt, while Duncan MacLulich and David Hussell provided
instruction in Banding. Birds banded were: catbird,l; Swalnson's thrush,2;
bay~breasted warbler,1; house sparrow,l; indigo bunting;l; Lincoln's = . .
sparrow,2; and song sparrow,l. ~ L L E T

Overnight accomodation 18 now avallable at Backus House for p@oplgiwllllng 1
to assist in banding and other aspects of the program, on the same basis as
at other L.P.B.0O. locations on Long Point. T EET

David Hussell
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Membership Brochures for O0.B.BA and L.P.B.0. are enclosed with this news-
letter. Please give them to prospective new members or people who have not
renewed. Both the 0.B.B.A, and the L.P.B.0. would be pleased to receive

donations.
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Please mall material for the newsletter to Dr. Ted Dinniwell, 7 Esquire Place,
damilton,Ont, L9C 2R2, I trust that everybody received the Sept, 1974
1ssue of the 0.B.B.A. Journal. Hats off to our editor Dr, Duncan MacLulich,
888888888888888888888888
At our last executive meeting a proposal was put forward that we give
2ur library of exchange publications to L.P.B.0. at Backus House on

térmanent loan or donate them. It was decided to canvas our members.



These would be easily accessible to all banders at Backus House.
At present sad to say our library 1s not being utilized. Send your
opinions to any member of the exscutive,
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Report on outing to McKeever's Owl Hospltal, Vineland,on Sat.Sept.14/74,

. by David Broughton , : |
Those unfortunates who didn't attend this outing migssed a rare opportunity
to study closely over seventy owls of about fifteen spscies and learn a
great deal about them., The McKeevers are unusual people and their 1 1/2
acre home is certainly an unusual place. Their work 1s caring for and
breeding owls over the past seven years. It hae produced a unlque
collection of owls and memories. '

Our visit started with a tour of the outslde cages. One contained a pailr
of European Eagle Owls and their young. These are the largest owls in the
world. There were several cages of BSnowy owWwls,each with thelr own
unique facial expression. One looked cross, another dim-witted, while a
1ittle male looked very smug, He had reason to be- there was nothing wrong
with him!.He was the only owl to return to the Toronto Alrport after being

;11ve‘trappadgbandsd‘fand‘reléaséd; After going through this routine
~savera1ytimethé*waﬁ'finall?‘givan‘td the McKeavers for a 1life of luxury
in a cage with two females, s B

Other cages contained great horned,barred, long and short eared, boreal,
saw-whet,screech,barn and several exotic owls. There was a beautiful
spectacled owl from South America that had been rescued from the Bowmanville
260. He gets moved inside when the weather gets colder. ]

~ Next on the agenda was the interior of the house, Every nook and cranny
eseamed to have an owl cage in it. One housed a great horned owl complete
with a cast on his broken leg. Another a marsh hawk with a protruding steel
pin, used to mend a broken wing, In another a kestrel was learning to flv
agalin, while yet another held 3 tiny pysmy owls, Then we saw the supper
that was about to be served. Rats and mice were on the menu for the
evening, while chicks and besf heart muscle were stored in a freezer for
future use, The medical centre included a well-stocked medicine chest and
even a light for examining x-rays, All owls receive an x-ray by the vet on
arrival and departure to give additional information on their health,

The reasons behind the owl hospital are aound-to return injured owls
nealthy to the wild and to attempt to bread the rarer owls that cannot be
released. These objectives requlre a lot of money and a good deal of co=-
operation from fellow naturalists. I am requesting that you consider
making a small contribution to help the McKeevers defray thelr expenses
which are over a $1,000,00 a year. As well,if you come across any sick or
injured owls,particularly the rarer northern specles, endeavour to get in
touch with the MeKeevers at R.R.1 Vineland (b16-562-5986). '
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Bandinz recoveries- Herring Gull ~banded by Michael Gilbertson near Toronto
05/31/73 (too young to fly) = recovered dead by .
\, David Broughton on Toronto Island 09/02/73
o band no, 616=36936. ~ ‘

Birds retrapped by John Miles near Wingham with foreign bands.

12442811~ American Goldfinch AHY male on May 4/74% (originally banded by
A.L. Middleton near Guelph on Feb.14/73 o

1244-36818~ Palm Warbler on May6/74 (originally banded by M.J. Woolcott

May 5/73 at Mitchells Bay) : ,

1320-02679- chestnut-sided warble® AHY on May 17/74 ( originally banded a
iaplehsights, Ohioc on May 18£73) : /

Thanks for sending your banding recoverles 1n. We would be pleased
tn pecelve more for publication. : ~
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SLAN TO ATTEND OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS=- It 1s a good opportunity to meet
your fellow banders.



