 banding small birds is more significant, since relatively fi
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E‘I’ERBOROUGH MEETING

The annual meeting was held in Peterborough on Feb. 16, with a fine o |
turnout of 21 banders. Dr. Dave Fowle introduced the guest apea.ker Dr. Da,ve '
Munro, who gave an excellent talk on the"Amateur Bander" . He empha.aized that
the amateur peved the way for the professional in many forms of research, snd
bird banding follows that pattern. He explained the complexity of recording

& single banding or return, illustrated with a flow ‘sheet (which we hope to
publish at & later date. Ed) So far as analysis is concerned, the activities
of the government have been devoted to game birds, and work on other apecies ‘
has been accomplished by the banders themselves. The bander should make
careful plans, with a definite goal in view. He should classify his results,
draw conclusions, end then publish them for others to read. There has been
a tremendous increase in the number of birds banded in Canada, 73,000 in 1955
as compared with llh 800 in 3.956 By far the. greatest number Q:t‘ these vere ‘
wildfowl.

Various questions were raiaed. by the membera in the open discuasion vhich
followed, some of the most pertinent follow s e S

Are #9 cards necessary?  "Possibly they are not absolutely necessary, bu’bf
they were instrumental in finding meny clericel mistakes. . ‘

mistekes frequently occur here since dii’ferent band sizes m used

Has consideration been given to the issuing of sub-permits? "This would
result in uncertainty as to where bands actually end up. It would increase

the difficulty of keeping records, and it would mean delegating authority

t0 & younger person, which would in meny cases be inadvisable. The best ,
solution would be to have helpers under constant supervision, and when they c
were cﬁmyetent a.mi cof a.ge , 1;0 assist th.em :Ln obta.ining permita in ir owa
right.”

Is it possible for the G.ZB .B.A. to obtain from the department an annual report
of the total banding, returns and recoveries in Ontario for the club to
publish? "Because of the amount of work involved and shor‘l;age of ata.ff it
would not be possible at the present time". ‘

How often should schedules be submitted? "This is a matter for ea.ch bander ,
to handle et his own discretion. April 30 is a final deadline at the
present time." Several members stated that they had understood that reports i1
were not desired ’be:t‘cre April 30 except fcr colony nesting birds. , :;q '

Can you give any informatian regerding a bird ‘oanders manual? "%ver&l .
banding associations are working in conjunction with the U.S8. sewice ;
menual and it should be available socn ’

New banders who have received their permits within the last few months have a
revised 1list of band sizes, whilst other banders have not been informed of
these chenges? '"Write to the department at Ottawa and request the new list
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It was emphasized that banders should not hesitate in writing to the
department on any complaint or suggestion that they might have. More

1 communications mean more interest in the banding programme.

 Dr. Munro spoke of the tremendously increased wildfowl banding sponsored
by the Canadian government, as well as state agencies from the U.S. and

:_:‘ Fish & Wildlife personnel. There is a shortage of competent banders
- for some of the more remote areas, and any bander who might wish to co-

. operate by spending a few weeks in the North should contact Dr. Munro at
- Ottawa.

i Dr. Fowle spoke briefly on the Ontario government's interest in game bird

. and wildfowl banding, and that it is still uncertain as to what extent

~ Ontario game birds contribute to the hunting in Ontario, and to their flyway
pattern. Here again is an opportunity for Ontario banders to pioneer
some of this work. Contact Dr. D. Fowle at Maple; Ontario.

_ Dr. Gunn spoke briefly on the needs of new banders, that insufficient

~ instruction from the department and lack of manual left them confused.
~ That banders were desirous of obtaining more information on particular
~ species and aress, that had been recorded for years but never published.
. The administrative difficulties would have to be overcome before this

éﬁ‘infOrmation could be placed in the hands of the bander, but if one could
- devote a few days to research in the Ottawa office the department would
give any assistance necessary.

. MIST NETTING

fh A lively discussion has been taking place in EBBA news, the

publication of the Eastern Bird Banding Association, concerning the use of
mist nets. Opinion is pretty well divided as to their use and being old
~ mist netters ourselves we would like to put in aur cents worth.

, , Your association for some time has endeavaured to control the
supply of these nets so they will be available only to banders who have

had working experience with them. It was realized that much damage could

be done and a great deal of frustration caused by & "green" hand trying to

use & tool which required manual skill. A detailed inatruction sheet

was prepared and forwarded to Ottawa together with a report on the dis-

. position of known net operators at that time. This is kept up to date

perloaically and the instruction sheet is issued with all mist net permits.

| Many of the finer points of unmeshing birds, correct stringing

e cf‘ﬁets; and general care and use can be obtained at the various banding

stations that are urider way this year.

One of the greatest causes of failure of net operation is a timid

Lo attitude towards the handling of the bird. If approached too gingerly the




-3

-

operation is prolonged, often to the discomfort ot the bird. 'ihe operator
should move swiftly and surely. Most important, ascertain from which side
the bird entered the net, then always remove it from that side. The under-
part of the bird is very rarely meshed and provides the mein clue to side

of entry. Clear birds feet and grasp high up on the thighs (pencil is handy
here). The body of the bird need not be touched at all except in the case
of bad entanglement. In most cases the bird can be lifted clear, fr
its wings and head by its own movements, assisted'by pushing the net
from the area of enxanglement.

It should be realized that not all of us can expect to be axpert
in handling all types of equipment, and that some haven't the steady hands
and steady nerves required for net trapping. We believe, however, that for
most people the net is the most effective and efficient form of trapping
at the present time, and if operated efficiently trap injuries will be 3
totally eliminated.

NEWS OF MEMBERS

~RUSS RUTTER, Huntsville, reports that birds are scarce in his area this '

winter, except for purple finches. The high ratio of paired birds o this
species may result in increased breeding in thax area th;s year.;~ ‘ 5

MRS. HELEN QUILLIAM, Kingston, is on a tour through South Carolina and
Florida.  She has been banding Tree Sparrows at her station this winter and
re—trapping some birds of the previous winter. :

CY WOLFLING, Alﬂﬁn““ﬁ Y» iB belng b
wishes from us all,&\ »

TOM ANDERSON, New Liskeard, lists 234 birds of 15 apecies banded during a k-
month period, and reports fewer wintering birds this year. (a Robin is a
notable exceptien) He reports 3-year returns on Evening Grosbesk and
Robin. - ~ et i (A “9;f}'~

WOODCOCK

April end early May is the time to go after Woodcock. The birds are in

full song and will start calling before dusk and before dawn. During a
moonlight night they will keep up their performance until 12 o'clock. Follow
the sound of the "Bronx cheer" to locate the singing territory, and watch
where the bird lands after its aerial flight. They usually land almost
exactly at the same spot from where they took off. ' A.l nylon net
stretched across the area is the best method to use for trapping and ve

note that Williem C. Sheldron in his Mass. studies caught and bended nearly
200 birds by this means. Imitation of call on sound tape or record can be used
to bring the bird in to an area, but this involves handling of bulky equipment
and in most cases is hard to do. A decoy call such as the crow and duck calls
would be the ideal thing. Sex is determined by bill length and weight, the
female as usual being the larger of the two with bill length of 79 Qr mare
metres as cqm@ared with the male ranging up to 68 metres,~ ~ 7




| RETURNS AND RECOVERIES |

:;‘Wishai%‘Camp%eli,V '::'Tféé'épérrGW8 banaed,ﬁdéx\ﬁarf/Eé ; retaken Mar./57

' Gommon Tern banded Presqu'ille Point June 2k/56
caught 30 miles NE of Arensas lighthouse on Ampeche
banks Gulf of Mexico Nov. 18/56. .

Blué‘Jay banded Pickering April 12/56; retaken
Pickering Feb. 2/57 ~

 Bill Wasserfall ~ Sharp-shinned Hawk banded Point Pelee Sept. 22/56
i L  flew into window and caught Newport, Tenn. Dec. 22/56
Slate coloured Junco banded Lansing, Ont. Oct. 19/54
trapped and released Ardmore Deleware County Penn.
Dec. 2/56 e :

 POINT PELEE BANDING SEPT. 1956

f,[T%é;bénéing'Qragraﬁmé sgcﬁessfully carried @u£‘1n~ﬁaywwas resumed sgain on
 Bept. 5, 1956. Modification of the Heligoland trap had been carried out by
~ Marshall Field of St. Thomas and assistants in late July. ~

g k‘ Af§é$ﬁ'f15§‘6f souﬁhéfniair provided a thpoughway for by-passing the station

~ on the hth and S5th until a cold thrust on the 6th brought in the first influx
~ of birds. Empidonax Olive-back blackpoll and Redstart. These held through
till the 10th with a small flight of swallows passing through on the 8th.

 Sharpshins appeared in numbers during the next three days to fill the gap

 left by the smsller birds. Early morning of the 1lhth large flights of

. thrushes were observed coming in from the East flying low over the lake, and
~ these along with blackpolls provided the major trapping for that day.
 Weather conditions that followed showed no favorsble pattern for the pelee

area and influx in population occured on the 15-19 and 22-23 periods.

‘ igj Trapping ceased on the 23 and the station was closed for the season. More

~ favorable waves appeared towards the end of the month running some two
weeks behind previous years. Blue Jays normally in evidence in large

 $1ocks were emtirely sbsent until the 29th, at which time the hawk migration

| reached its peak. Some minor night banding of shore birds took place with
& corrorant and night heron heading the list. Olive backs were steady '
ring the trapping period providing the major food supply of the hawks.

 Banders

. F. lovesy, Toronto Sept. 5 to 15
'~ Wish Campbell; Toronto ‘ " - 10 3

~ Bill Wasserfall, Toronto " 8 -10 & 22 %023
. Neil Kelly, Detroit " 9 :
 lou Lenz, Detroit "9 rep

 Jim Woodford, Toronto " 12 - 18
~ Ruth Brown, Toronto " 13 - 16
 Bill Williams, Toronto ' 15 16 & 22 to 23
 Bill Gumn, Toromto . - : 18 - 22 '

° f"déb¥§péfﬁtdrs‘ Bob Tayicr, Toronto.

 Returns: ~ Sharp-shined hewk; banded Sept. 22/56 - Point Pelee ;
. flew into window and caught - Dec. 22/56 - Newport, Tennessee




19 20 21 22 23 Total

Black-crowned Night Heron .
Double-crested ccﬂwo&mwa :
Sharp-shinned Mmaw Sy
- Cooper's Hawk
-~ Broad -Winged mmxw
s Semipalmated Flover:
. Black-bellied Flove
'~ Spotted Sandpiper -
Least Sandpiper: :
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Black-billed Cuckoo J ‘ P X
Red-headed Woodpecker : R : , 1
Downy Woodpecker - 1 1 : 1
Crested Flycatcher :
Yellow-bellied—Fiycatcher 1 2 4 4 ‘ 1
Least Flycatcher ; i 2
Empidonax Flycatcher = , 16 7 : L
Eastern Wood Fewce 3. 2
Tree Swallow. = B Wm
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Bank Swallow
. American Rough-winged Swallow
« Barn Swallow
; ClLiff Swallow 2
Black-capped Chickadee 1 1
House Wren 1 1
Catbird , 2~ 3
Brown Thrasher™
Aperican Robin
Wood Thrush e ,
Olive-backed Thrush O
Grey-cheeked Thrush - =
Wilsorts Thrush
Blue grey Gnatcher
Cedar Waxwing 2 : , ,
Solitary Vireo _ : 1
wma..m%ma Vireo o2 k- \

ladelphia Vireo
Black & White Warbler
Tennessee Warbler 1 ,
Nashville Warbler 1 11

Parula Warbler , 1
Yellow Warbler 2 1 1 1
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Oven-bird

- Connecticut Warbler

- Hooded Warbler

© American Goldfinch

Magnolia Warbler 2
Cape-may Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Black~-throated Green Warbler
Blackburnian Varbler
Black-polled Warbler

Palm Warbler

WRTR

Northern Water Thrush

Mourning Warbler
Maryland Yellow-throat

Wilson's Warbler -
Canada Warbler
American Redstart
Red-winged Blackbird
Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak

N e
)

Eastern Towhee
Savannah Sparrow :
White-throated Sparrow

Song Sparrow 3

~ Total birds banded
Total species banded
No. of trapping days
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