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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION
SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT: 1977
Marshall and Dolly Field*

The fall 1977 program at the Hawk Cliff
Raptor Banding Station was an active one, and
more hawks were banded (3630) than in the previous
year., The flight of accipiters started early,
with the first Sharp-shinned Hawk banded 31
August, while Red-tailed Hawks migrated into
December.

The ecological setting of Hawk CLiff {QZG
417N, 80°10" W, Elgin County, Ontario, Cana&a}
was described by Field (1970), and certain
trapping methods were discussed in Field and
Rayner (1974 and 1977). Figure 1 shows the
locations of individual trapping stations. There
were no banders present continually, and coverage
is provided by members only on weekends or vaca-
tion pericds. Vacation coverage is greatest in
September, when peak flights of Sharp-shinned
Hawks and American Kestrels occur. September
had an abundance of dull, rainy days, however,
making it difficult to get full value from hawk
trapping vacations.

One new station (#8) was established in
1977, on the Art Kosynski farm north of the
Ontario Water Resources Commission Filtration
Plant (Figures 1 and 2). The location is still
too far south to intercept the main flow of
accipiters, which usually pass over the woodlot
to the north on days when hawks are flying
inland. Tt is satisfactory, however, for catech-
ing the larger buteos (mainly red—~tails) during

*89 Elm St., St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada N5R 1HT7.
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the good migration period from late October until
the end of December.

Bob Hubert moved #1 station to the east about
60 metres and it is now very close to where it
was originally established in 1969, Bob had felt
that the view from the 1976 location was obscured
on the south side by trees (Figure 3), making it
difficult to see hawks passing.

There has been some interest in spring band-
ing of raptors, so a station was established in
1977 close to the Niagara Escarpment, east of
Hamilton, Ontario (Figure 4). This is the only
location in southern Ontario where an appreciable
spring migration of raptors is known to occur.
The station was set up through the efforts of
Sheila and Don Fowler of St. Thomas. Sixteen
Sharp-shinned Hawks were banded, and one foreign
banded bird was retrapped.

Daily observations for the fall are given
in Table 1. Sightings from banding stations are
very difficult to evaluate because of possible
overlap and the difficulty banders encounter in
trying to list hawk numbers when the trapping is
heavy. 1 have tried to make this table as real-
istic as possible in considering the sightings
from all stations together. Table 1 serves also
to indicate which days were covered by station
personnel,

Banding totals for all species in 1977 are
compared to those for previcus years in Table 2.
The total banded, 3630, includes nestlings and
birds trapped along roads with portable traps.
Although higher than in 1976, the 1977 banding
total fell short of that for 1975 (4276 birds),
largely due to lower catches this year of
sharp-shins and kestrels. WNew highs, however,
were recorded for Red-shouldered Hawk (21},
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4. Sheila and Don Fowler at spring
ding station near Hamilton, Ontario.
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Rough-legged Hawk (12), Golden Eagle (2), Marsh
Hawk (60) and Merlin (10).

Table 3 gives daily banding totals for the
fall, and Table 4 gives monthly totals for the
whole vear. There were 3 big days in September
when over 300 hawks were banded: September
11th (393), 14th (350) and 28th (326). October
Z, 3 and 4 were the best days for that month.
There were no impressive banding days for the
rest of the year, due mainly to the lack of big
catching days for Red-tailed Hawks. The total
number of red-tails banded, however, was the
second highest at Hawk Cliff (Table 2).

A comparison of 1976 and 1977 banding totals
for each station is given in Table 5. Station
#5, nearest the cliff edge (Figure 1), had the
highest total of raptors banded (876), even though
it was closed in early October. Cood coverage
during September was the key to success at this
location. Trapping results for the new #8
station indicated good success with red-tails
in December.

Age class distribution of birds caught at
all Hawk Cliff stations in 1977 is shown in Table
6. About 827 of the hawks aged were hatching
yvear birds, similar to the overall results for
last vear.

Details of foreign recoveries, foreign
retraps, returns and repeats are given in Table
7. Definitions of these categories are as follows:
Foreign Recovery: A Hawk Cliff banded bird which
was found elsewhere and died at or before time
of recovery. Foreign Retrap: Hawk Cliff banded
birds which were caught and released in a different
10" grid than where they were banded. Return:
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A return is a bird banded at Hawk Cliff and re-
captured and released after at least 90 davs in
the same 10' grid where banded, i.e. at or near
Hawk Cliff. Repeat: A bird recaptured and rve-
leased within 89 days in the same grid where it
was banded.

The recovery of the Sharp-shinned Hawk in
Cuatemala is noteworthy, as it is the farthest
south recovery we have had to date. The bird
was recovered 65 days after banding.

The kestrel nest box program was active
again this year. From a total of 99 boxes, 136
nestling kestrels were banded and 4 banded females
were recaptured. As more breeding females are
banded, a pattern of nest box use by individuals
can be traced.

Box 11 (approximately 5 miles north of Hawk
Cl1iff), had a brood of four females which were
banded on 30 May, and one of the voung was ve-
captured at Hawk Cliff on 21 Julv. A second voung
female from the same box was recaptured at Pina-
fore Park, St. Thomas (5 miles north of the nest
location), on 23 February, 1978,

Young in a few boxes had matured and escaped
by the end of May when the first check was made,
and it was evident that some boxes were not
occupied by kestrels until dfrer 1st June when
the final complete check was made. A thorough
white-washing on the inside of the box from
young kestrels' excrement is an indication of
recent use by them.

of the Hawk Cliff
co-sponsorship of
the Ministry

-

homas File
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Naturalists' Club. This was held in 1977 on
17th and 18th September. The Saturday was

quite foggy until afternoon, so few birds were
caught at the banding station. One of the
highlights for the day was the capture of a
banded Peregrine Falcon by Craig Brown at #5
station, near the cliff edge. Craig also caught
a Merlin and a kestrel, making it possible to
present three species of falcon at the
interpretive viewing area at Hawk Cliff. Tt

has been determined that the Peregrine Falcon
was one of a group released in the summer of
1977 near Limbour, Quebec, as part of a Canadian
Wildlife Service peregrine release program in
eastern Canada. These peregrines were hatched
artificially at Wainright, Alberta and shipped
east to be released at a specially chosen site.
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appendix 1. Key to abbreviations in table

v
GOS
SSH
CH
RT
RS
BW
Sw
RL
GE
BE
MH
08
GYR
PF

AK
BNO
SCO
GHO
SNO
HO
LEO
SWO
N. Shrike
L. Shrike

Ontario Bird Banding

Turkey Vulture
Goshawk
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Red-shouldered Hawk

Broad-winged Hawk
Swainson's Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle

Bald Eagle

Marsh Hawk
Osprey

Gyrfalcon
Peregrine Falcon
Merlin

American Kestrel
Barn Owl

Screech Owl

Great Horned Owl
Snowy Owl

Hawk Owl
Long-eared Owl
Saw-whet Owl
Northern Shrike

Loggerhead Shrike

Vol. 12

and geientific names.

[

>

Cathartes aura

Accipiter gentilis

Accipiter striatus
Accipiter cooperii
Buteo jamaiaensig
Buteg lineatus
Buteo platvpterus
Buteo gwainsoni
Buteo lagopus
Aguila chrysaetos

Haliaetus loucoc

Falco 1y

Falco pe:

Bubo virginianus
Nyctea scandiaca
Surnia ulula

Aegolius acadica

Lanius excubitor

Lanius ludovicianus
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